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PREFACE. 


Were  it  possible  to  realize  the  idea,  diet  oxAj  a  single  copy 
of  the  Bible  was  upon  earth,  and  that  all  mankind  knew 
where  it  was  deposited,  with  what  defight  would  myriads 
hasten  to  the  &voured  spot  I  what  pilgrimages  would  be* 
undertaken,  to  catch  even  a  glimpse  of  the'  inestimable 
treasure!  Kings  would  lay  down  their  crowns  before  it; 
and  Sages  press,  from  the  shades  of  retirement  and  the 
sdiools  of  science,  to  partake  of  wisdom  at  the  fountain 
which  Mercy  had  unlocked. 

And  is  the  value  of  this  treasure  impaired,  because  means 
ar^  devised  to  render  it  accessible  to  all?  Is  the  Hgfat  of 
Revelation  the  less  valuable,  because  it  no  longer  emits 
**  a  struggling  ray**  through  the  jealous  door-ways  and  narrow 
windows  of  the  temple,  but  bursts  forth  in  all  the  brightness 
of  its  majesty,  to  console,  and  cheer,  and  animate  the  uni- 
versal &mily  of  mant 

The  application  of  lihe  system  detailed  in  the  following 
pages  has  been  the  subject  of  surprise  to  some,  and  of 
ridicule  to  others: — but  it  is  by  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  object  in  view,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  means  pro- 
vided for  its  attainment,  that  the  candid  and  judicious  will 
decide.  It  is  no  longer  a  question,  whether  the  Bible  Sodety 
be  entitled  to  general  support:— its  claims  are  felt  and 
acknowledged  by  the  public :  and  the  only  matter  of  astonish- 
ment is,  how,  in  a  country  professedly  Christian,  a  doubt 
could  havejurisen  in  reference  to  the  subject  If  the  religion 
we  profess,  be  the  Truth  ;  if  the  Bible  be  the  basis  on 
which  it  rests;  if  "  life  and  immortality"  are  indeed  '^  brought 
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to  light  through  the  Oospel  ;**  no  duty  can  be  more  clear  and 
fanperatiye  than  that  of  disaeminating  the  holy  Bcriptures, 
whereyer  a  human  eye  can  peruse  their  glorious  truths,  or  a 
human  heart  be  changed  and  sanctified  by  that  Holy  Spirit 
whence  they  proceeded,  and  to  which  they  lead. 

Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  work,  wherein  the  time,  the 
talents,  and  the  energies  of  mankind  can  be  more  profitably 
engaged.  Shall  he  be  commended,  who  applies  the  resources 
of  ingenuity  to  the  accumulation  of  temporal  wealth?  aqd 
shall  censure  or  ridicule  be  the  portion  of  him,  who  faciUtates 
the  attainment  of  the  imperishable  treasures  of  an  eternal, 
world?  .'    .  , 

In  tracing  the  progress  of  the  system,  and  its  practical, 
operation  and  results  among  the  yaridds  classes  of  society,  it 
has  been  the  aim  of  the  author  to  establish  and  illustrate  a 
position,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  is  himself  conyinced ; — that 
^e  several  cpmponent  parts  are  essentially  necessary ;  that 
no  portion  csai  be  spared  without  injury  to  the  whole ;  and 
that;,  throiighout  all  the  departments  of  this  extraordinary 
Institution,  however  designated,  no  one  of  its  branches  in- 
'  terferes  with  another.  United  in  principle  and  harmonious 
in  practice,  the  several  Societies  occupy  their  respective 
statioq^;  and  the  health  and  vigour  of  all  are  indicated  by 
the  welfare  and  success  of  each  particular  part  Whether 
this  system  have  yet  attained  the  degree  of  perfection  of 
which  it  is  susceptible,  is  a  question  whereon  the  reader 
will  form  bis  own  opinion :  but  the  author  may  be  allowed  to 
obsenre,  that  among  the  motives  by  which  he  was  influenced 
to  this  publication,  not  the  least  powerful  has  been  a  hope 
that  an  opportunity  will  thus  be  afforded,  to  those  who  are  ' 
interested  in  the  object,  for  any  suggestions  and  remarks 
which  may  tend  to  its  improvement  That  any  hints  in 
furtherance  of  this  end  will  be.  gratefully  accepted  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Institution,  and,. on  their  recom- 
mendation, by  the  numerous  Local  Societies,  there  cannot  be 
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a  doubt :  but  the  wihor  begs  it  may  be  distmctly  understood, 
that  l^e  present  .work  is  submitted  irithout  any  authority, 
except  tbat  which  it  dcfmes  from  its 'own  merits.  If  he  has 
quoted  the  sentiaiente  of  those  who  are  qualified  by  expe- 
xieMe  and  observation  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
subjeet,  he  has  done  'so  merely  to  verify  the  accnnicy  of  his 
own  opini0iK3»--iiot  to  get  rid  of  that  responsibility  which  at* 
taches  Jexdusively  to  himself. 

To  a  respected  and  valued  friend,  the  eloquent  Historian 
«f  the  Society,  an  apology  is  due,  for  the  freedom  with  which 
his;]anguage  has  been  occasionally  borrowed.  While  acknov- 
kdging  this  obligation,  the  author  may  be  permitted  to 
exjuress  a  sanguine,  thou^  perhaps  presnmptuous  expectsr* 
lion,  that  the  extract^>y  wfaidi  he  has  enriched  his  own 
pages,  may  be  the  means  of  exciting  more  general  attention 
to  awork  which  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 

How  far  the  system  detailed  andexplained  in  the  present 
work  is  applicable  to  Foreign  Countries,  it  is  not  for  the 
author  to  hazard  an  opinion: — his  wishes  will  be.  amply 
l^ratified,  if  his  labours  tend,  in  any  degree,  to  promote  its 
extension  in  our  own.  But  he  indulges  a  hope,  that,  witii  sudi 
modifications  as  die  circumstances  and  habits  of  otiier  nations 
may  render  necessary,  it  may  conduce  to  the  establishment 
and  organization  of  Bible  Societies  generally ;  and  thus  extend 
those  practical  benefits  which  axe  attendant  on  the  steady 
pursuit  oi  an  object  altogetiier  good. 

In  a  work  of  this  nature,  a  considerable  degree  of  repeti- 
tion is  unavoidable;  but  reference  to  preceding  facts  and  docu- 
m^its  has  been  made  wherever  the  practice  could  be  adopted 
witiiout  ambiguity. 

In  retunung  his  acknowledgments  tomany  estimabfe  inends, 
for  the  zeal  which  they  have  manifested  in  promoting  sub- 
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ictsbpt  hit  afivrakKBi  Oal  Ai^Miiie  of  ghdkude  MrlH${^tM«4 
nther  than  itnpdred*  by  «fae  reOaetidB  Att  hmhm  m  fi§^ 
emiiftffy  mtereil  iq  du  sQOoeM  «f  Adr  gMBcAUt 


It  only  nniAint  io  qpologiie  b  the  Mlmnibmi'for  tile  img 
jM  laitxpieeled  ddijr  ef  die  piibHcftlioiu  Neaily  imq  yMn 
have  elapsed  since  die  prospectus  irw  dioa^ted^  ^hoiag  thd 
greater  part  of  which  period  the  author  has  bem  a£9icted 
wifli  ^sereM  ipdispoiiftiott  t'-^io  the  sattie  daiAc  Ihs  candid 
veider  ^iriU  asanbe  adtna  pordon  of  fli^  inp^vftdaati  «ifli 
wlwdi  die  woiii:  has  been  perfionaed.  Bat  bowrer  puhfid 
diat  dday,  and  however  obnoua  diia  iriqMirisDtion^  diere  M 
ene  eomidenidoa  which  be  himbfy  trwlts  willahimya  eeiife» 
liwif  widi  diesid>jeot,in  his  €mn  mh^.  €mvm^&d  ihtBifUi 
assuane  so  high  a  vabie^a^  when  perused  m  die  aaent  sotita|d«r 
of  a  sick  chanber  s«^iiever  4id  be  feel  lesa  indmed  te.flepent 
bis  connexion  with  the  Bible  Socistv,  dian  when  he  had 
reiMOii  to  beMeve  it  wa»  aboat  to  lerlnfauEte  ior  evdr! 


ainee  lh«  last  tbeeto  of  tiiM  work  wtee  ^eat  to  pxem,  Mr«  BsirJAmir 
Bamoca^  of  Aleppo^  haa  beeo  appointed  oao  of  tke  Sodetj'a  Agents  in  th^ 
Levant.  The  vacancy  caused  bij  the  hunented  decease  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
WiLLiAMsoK  {9e9fag9  S9)  is  thus  fiUed,  with  eveiy  prospect  of  cOnsfalermble 
advantage  to  the  Institutioo,  and  extensive  heneiftt  to  that  interesting 
portion  of  ^  f^obOb 
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CHAP.  I. 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


**  IT  WAS  riAVTKO  IXt  A  OOOD  SOIL,  BY  GREAT  WATEBS,  TfiAT  IT  lOOBT 
BBIXa  TOUTH  BAAKCHE8,  AMD  THAT  IT  MIGHT  BEAB  TBUITy  AXD  THAT  IT 
MIGHT  BE  A  GOODLY  VIKE."  *  ££EA'.  XVII.  8. 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS* 

In  contemplating  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  unparalleled  success  with 
which  it  has  been  attended,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  it  must  have  possessed  some  extr^rdinary 
facilities  in  its  practical  operations,  and  a  more  than  common 
adaptation  of  the  means  to  the  end.  Established  and  con- 
ducted by  a  few  private  individuals,  and  asserting  no  claim 
but  that  of  the  importance  and  the  singleness  of  its  object, 
it  exhibits  the  most  incontestable  evidence,  that,  in  this  happy 
and  highly-favoused  country,  it  is  only  necessary  to  convince 
the  pubUc  that  a  cause  is  good,  in  order  to  ensure  general 
co-operation  and  support. 

Seventeen  years  have  scarcely  elapsed  since  the  formation  of 
this  Society,  and  already  we  find  it  surrounded  by  ne^ly 
Six  Hundred  and  Fifty  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies, 
and  considerably  more  than  One  Thousand  Bible  Associa- 
tions, within  the  United  Kingdom,  On  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  it  has  cadled 
into  existence  and  activity  more  than  Six  Hundred  kindred 
Institutions.  In  the  pursuit  of  its  great,  yet  simple  de- 
sign, it  has  expended  Nine  Hundr^  Thousand  Founds; 
and  has  promoted  the  translatioii,  printing,  or  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures,  or  portions  of  them,  in  one  hunj>R£d 
and  THIRTY  different  languages  and  dialects,  in  more  than 
EIGHTY  of  which  no  part  of  the  Sacred  Volume  had  been 
previously  printed ;  and  finally,  it  has  already  put  into  cir- 
culation, either  directly  or  indirectly,  more  than  four  millions 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

When  we  consider  these  fiujts,  and  reflect,  that  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Society  are   continually   and  progressively 
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extending  abroad,  and  consolidating  at  home ; — ^when  we  be- 
hold the  peace  and  harmony  that  reign  throughout  the  various 
parts  of  the  system; — and  when  we  mark  that  inviolable 
adherence  to  nxed  principles^  which  has  characteri^d  the 
proceedings  of  the  Institution,  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the 
conviction,  that  the  finger  of  God  is  here!  Human 
wisdom,'  however  profound, — ^d  human  agency,  however 
diligent, — unaided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  indited  these 
Sacred  Oracles,  could  never  have  accomplished  such  wonders. 
Human  agency  has,  indeed/  been  employed ;  but  the  results 
must  be  ascribed  to  HtM,  thut  hath  said,  "  I  will  work,  and 
who  shall  let  ii  f** 

It  is  foreign  to  the  nature  of  a  work  of  this  description 
to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Bible  Society.  This 
duty  has  been  performed  by  one  who  is  fully  competent  to 
the  task ;  and  in  a  manner  which  excites  aii  ardent  hope,  that 
he  may  be  long  preserved  to  record  the  triumphs  of  an  Insti- 
tution, to  whose  success,  humanly  speaking,  he  has  so  essen- 
tially contributed.  That  accurate  historian  has  satisfactorily 
established  two  facts,  which  should  liever  be  forgotten  by 
the  friends  and  advocates  of  the  cause ; — that  such  a  Society 
was  rendered  necessary  by  the  wants  of  our  own  population; 
and,  that  those  to  whom  its  executive  details  have  from  time 
to  time  been  entrusted,  have  adhered,  with  scrupulous  fidelity, 
to  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  establishment  Nor  is  it 
necessary  to  describe  the  progressive  steps  by  which  the 
constkutvon  of  the  Society  was  trained,  '^  from  its  elementary 
exbtence,  in  a  crude  suggestion  and  in  unpromising  obscurity, 
to  the  ripeness  of  its  pmn,  in  a  well-digested  system  and  an 
organized  establishment**  The  volumes  to  which  reference  is 
here  made,  sufficiently  elucidate  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
will  amply  repay  the  time  occupied  in  their  perusal. 


SECTION  L 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


liAWf  and  RsoiTLATioys  rf  ik$  British  axd  Fouemv  Biblb  Socibtt, 
•HahUsked  m  Ltrndon  9n  iks  7th  if  Atmrch^  1804. 

!•  The  deaigtuition  of  thu  Society  shall  be,  ^*  The  British  and  FoRfioir 
BiBLS  Society  ;**  of  which  the  sole  object  shall  be,  to  encourage  a  wider 
circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  without  note  or  comment.  The  only 
^opi^  in  the  knffuages  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  be  dxculated  by  tiie 
Society,  shall  be  ttw  authorifled  ^ 
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Laws  and  R^ulations. 


II.  This  Sodetj  shall  «dd  its  endeavoun'  to  those  empbjed  hj  other 
Sodetiea,  for  circulating  the  Scriptures  throu^  the  British  DominioBS  { 
and  shall  also,  according  to  its  ability,  extend  its  influence  to  other  Coun- 
tries, whether  Christian,  Mahometan,  or  Pagan. 

III.  Each  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

IV.  Each  Subscriber  of  Ten  Guineas  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Ufb> 

V.  Each  Subscriber  of  FWe  Guincaa  amiuallj,  shall  be  a  Governor. 
yi.  Each  Subscriber  of  Fifty  Pounds  at  one  time^  or  who  shall,  by  one 

additiottal  payment,  increase  his  original  Subscription  to  Fifty  Pounds,  shall' 
be  a  Governor  for  life. 

VII.  Governors  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  Meetings  of 
the  Committee. 

VI I I.  An  Executor  paying  a  bequest  of  Fifty  Pounds,  shaU  be  a  Mem« 
ler  for  life;  or  of  One  Hundred  Pounds,  a  Governor  for  life. 

IX.  A  Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Society,  consisting  of  Thirty-six  Laymen ;  Six  of  whom  shall  be  Foreigners, 
resident  in  London  or  its  vicinity :  half  the  remainder  shall  be  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England;  and  the  other  hal£^  Members  of  other  Denominations 
of  Christians.  Twenty-seven  of  the  above  number,  «who  shall  have  most' 
frequently  attended,  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  flir  the  ensuing  year«. 
The  Committee  shall  appoint  all  Ofilcers,  except  th^  Treasurer;  and  call 
Special  General  Meetings;  and  shall  be  charged  with  procuring  for  the 
Society  suitable  patr.inage,  both  British  and  Foreign. 

X.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  be  entitled,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee,  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  Society's  prices, 
which  shall  be  as  low  as  possible. 

XI.  The  Annual  Meting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  First  Wed- 
aesday  in  May ;  when  the  Treasurer  and  Committee  shall  be  chosen,  the 
Accounts  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  finegoinff  year  reported. 

XII.  The  President,  Vice-President^  and  Treasurer,  mail  be  conaidered» 
sar  effleio^  Members  of  the  Committee. 

XIII.  Eveiy  Clergyman  or  IMssenting  Minister,  who  is  a  Member  of 
die  Society,  shaU  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  Meetings  of  the 
Committee. 

XIV.  The  Secretaries,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  considered  as  Memben 
of  the  Committee:  but  no  person  deriving  any  emolument  from  the  Society 
dhall  have  that  privilege. 

XV.  At  the  Genenl  Meetings,  and  Meetings  of  the  Committee,  the 
President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  upon  the  tist  then 
present ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  the  Treasurer ;  and 
u  his  absence,  such  Member  as  shall  be  voted  for  that  purpose,— «hall  pre. 
side  at  the  Meeting. 

XVL  The  Conmiittee  shall  meet  on  the  First  Monday  in  every  month, 
«r  oftener  if  necessary. 

XVIL  The  Committee  shall  have  the  power  of  nominating  such  persons 
w  have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society,  either  Membkes  fo& 

LIFE,   or  GOVK&HORS  FO&  LIFE. 

XVIII.  The  Committee  shall  also  have  the  power  of  nominating 
HoxosART  MsMBEms  from  among  Foreigners  who  have  promoted  the 
otject  of  the  Society. 

XIX  The  whole  of  the  minutes  of  every  geneial  veetiiig  shaU  be 
^gned  by  the  ChainnaTi. 

b2 
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ObsenratioQS  on  the  Rules  and  IRegulations. 


'    Observations* 

*  1.  A  more  close  examination  of  these  Rules,  in  reference 
to  their  practical  tendency,  will  confirm  the  justice  of  an 
observation  Which  hits  been  frequently  made, — ^that  the  plan 
IB  not  more  remarkable  for  its  simplicity,  than  for  its  adapta? 
tion  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  of  operation. 
.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  been  termed^ 
with  peculiar  propriety,  ^^  The  Parent  Institution:"  aaii 
although  the  places  wherein  establishments  precisely  similar 
can  be  formed,  are  comparatively  few,  and  the  design  of  the 
present  w<Nrk  is  more  especially  connected  with  the  Auxili- 
ary System,  yet  this  examination  may  afford  some  usefiil 
miggestions  to  National  Bible  Societies,  while  it  satisfies  the 
friends  of  the  cause  at  home,  that  the  machinery  is  prepared 
and  applied  with  the  greatest  possible  attention  to  economy 
and  efficiency,  and  that  it  ^'  secures  an  adherence  to  the  inte- 
grity of  its  principles,  by  regtdations  so  precise  and  defined, 
as  not  to  admit  of  dubious  interpretation/ 

2.  The  object  proposed  by  the  Society,  «s  stated  in  the 
First  Rule^  is  equally  grand  and  simple :  it  is,  to  give  to  every 
man,  throughout  the  world,  **  the  Oracles  of  God"  in  his 
qative  language,  '^  his  own  tongue  wherein  he  was  born."  It 
has  iieen  well  observed,  that  the  Institution  is  thus  **  founded 
on  a  principle  so  intelligible  and  so  unexceptionable,  that 

Ersons  of  any  description,  who  profess  to  regard  the  Holy 
riptures  asthe  projper  standard  of  Faith,  may  cordially  and 
ooBscientiously  unite  m  it,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  true  Chnstian 
charity,  harmoniously  blend  their  common  endeavours  to 
promote  the  glory  of  Gk)D." 

If  die  circulation  of  any  uninspired  production,  however 
exeellenty  were  included  in  this  ohgect,  a  difference  of  opinion 
must  neoessarily  exist,  and  doubts  and  difficulties  impede  the 
progress  of  the  Society  ]  but  in  restricting  it  to  the  dissemi- 
nation of  the  Sacred  V  olume  alone,  and  embracing  the  world 
as  its  sphere  of  action,  it  asserts  no  common  daim  on  the 
support  of  all  who  believe  the  Bible  to  be  a  revelation  from 
OoD.  This  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  the  last  member 
of  the  Rule,  which  limits  the  cnrculation  within  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  authorised  version.  —  That  the  Society  has 
preserved  this  principfe  inviolate,  is  a  fiict  which  die  followii^ 
instances,  among  many,  sufficiently  testify. 

A  Translation  of  Uie  Gospel  of  St  John  into  the  Mohawk 
Dialect  having  been  approved  by  the  Committee;  an  impres- 
sion of  SOOO  copies  was  priated  and  furnished  to  ^Ufferent 
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9tatioh8  in  Upper  Canatda    and  in  tAe  CNiio  anA  OttMm 

Country. 

"  A  cticiiBulaiiee  arose  in  the  course  of  tldr  tiiinwMnini»  which  afibonded, 
the  Conducton  of  thefiocie^  an  oi^ittuMtj  of  bnogipg  thehr  pnnciples  to, 
the  triaL  The  Translator,  desirous  to  conciliate  the  attention  of  the  Mo*' 
hawks,  and  prepare  th^  minds  tbr  appredatinff  the  treasure  with  wldch  lifae 
British  and  Foreign  Bihle  Society  had  Buppued  them,  drev  up  a  dioit! 
Isitroductory  addrMs  in  Mohawk  and  English)  and^  without  coneultatioiiy 
prefixed  it  to  the  woik.  In  this  state,  six  copies  were  bound,  and  pre. 
sented,  as  specimens  of  hinding,  to  a  Sub-Conmiittee,  whose  office  it  waa 
to  superintend  this  department  of  the  Sodety'a  sendee.  Inunediatdj  upon 
the  discovery,  a  resolution  was  passed,  that  the  portion  which  contained  the 
iMvoductorf  address  ahould  be  remoTed  fViom  the  copieB  already  bound ;  and 
that  it  shotud  in  no  case  be  united  with  the  Text,  in  such  copies  as  should 
hereafter  be  issued  under  the  sanction  and  responsibility  of  the  Society.  As' 
the  record  of  this  determination  evinced  the  promptitude  and  firmness  with 
which  the  first  approach  to  detiation  from  the  flindamental  laws  of  tiba^ 
Society  was  resisted,  it  may  be  satiafeetoxy  to  the  xaader  to  see  the  terms, 
ia  idikh  it  was  expicssod* 

**  An  Address  to  the  Six  Nations  haying  been  written  by  the  Translator, 
and  printed  uniformly  with  theGkwpel,  your  Sub-Committee  have  ordered  the 
same  to  be  wholly  separated  from  the  Translation  of  the  Gospel,  and  not  in' 
any  instance  to  be  bound  up  with  it;  it  being  incompatible  with  a  funda-i> 
Boeiital  principle  of  this  Institution,  .to  aittMfa  to  the  Scriptures  any  addU 
tional  matter  whatever.'* 

i  '^  In  justice  to  the  Translator  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  Address  con* 
tained  no  other  sentiments  than  those  which  every  Christian  might  te 
expected  to  approve ;  and  there  was  tlirougfaout  it  an  interesting  simplicity, 
characteristic  of  the  kindest  disposition  aDcT  the  purest  principles  *.^ 

In  the  year  1809^  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  the 
Moravian  Brethren,  it  was  resolved  to  print  an  edition  of  the 
Gospel  of  St.  John  in  the  Esquimaux  Language,  at  the  Society's 
expense}  and  that  of  St.  Luke,  when  the  Translation  should  he 
completed,  for  the  use  of  the  converted  EsquimausK  on  thq 
^ast  of  Labrador:— 

**  A  difficulty  occurred  &  the  eoune  of  this  undertakiag,  which  gave  tha 
Committee  of  the  Britiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  another  opportunity  of 
testifying  their  vigilant  tmd  zealous  regard  for  the  simple  object  of  theij; 
Institution.  By  a  practice  in  general  use  among  the'Brethi^nV  Oongv&r 
§atk>iis»  ft  Tranalatiflta  had  been  made  of  a  Harmony  of  the  Scriptures  into 
the  language  of  the  Esquimaux ;  and  the  petition  of  their  Secretaiy  was,'ttiat 
this  Harmony  might  be  printed,  for  their  benefit,  at  the  Society's  expense. 
To  this  proposition  the  Committee  objected ;  oonsideiing  any  mUdecipdati 
ingthe  Scriptures,  but  that  which  exhibited  them  aa  they  stood  in  th^  Canon, 
to  he  a  deviation  from  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  their  Institution.  In  thia 
view  of  the  subject  the  Brethren  acquiesced ;  and  accordingly  engaged  to 
conform  their  Translation  to  the  standard  as  ffenerally  received.  A  smiilatf 
exception  had'be»  pveviously  taken  against  the  form  of  a  Harmony,  in  the 
Calmuc  Version,  when  proposed  by  the  Misslooarias  at  Sarepta ;  and  it  wan 
--    '    ■       ^— ■».i.  -1     .      ■-■..■■,.  „■  ■       .  ■    ■ ■ii.,i.— 

.  *  Qwen*s  Hiatoi^^  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  \6L  If 
p.  1311^40^  . 
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attended  wilfa  a  sfaniiar  reault  These  fiusts  are  jnentioned>  in  order  to  shev 
with  what  scrupulous  exactness  the  Conductors  of  the  Society  maintained  the 
observance  of  their  fundamental  regulations;  and  how  carefullj  they 
abstained  from  any  measures,  however  speciously  recommended,  which 
might  be  likely  to  betray  them  into  deflection  and  enor  V 

3.  In  reference  to  the  Second  Rule,  it  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated^  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is 
neither  the  enemy  nor  the  rival  of  any  other  Institution.  It 
co-operates  with  all  those  kindred  establishments  which  the 
pi^ty  and  the  benevolence  of  our  country  have  erected ;  and  by 
the  magnitude  of  its  operations^  confined  strictly  to  one  object, 
leaves  a  greater  proportion  of  their  funds  at  liberty,  for  the 
other  excellent  views  which  they  embrace. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  satisfactorily  prove, 
that  the  pled^  contained  in  <his  Rule  has  been  already 
redeemed,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Of  the  copies  distri- 
buted, nekrlv  Ttuo  Millions  and  a  half  have  been  in  the  Ian«« 
guages  of  the  United  Kingdom :  and  with  regard  to  the 
**  extension  of  its  influence  to  olher  countries,*'  it  is  to  be 
confidendv  hoped  that  the  ddy  is  not  far  distant,  when  it  may 
be  said  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  **  There  is  no  speech  nor  Ian" 
guage  where  their  voice  is  not  heard:  their  line  is  gone  cut 
through  all  the  earthy  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  worlds 

4.  The  six  succeeding  Regulations,  from  No.  III.  to  No. 
YIIL  inclusive^  necessarily  result  firom  the  broad  and  catholic 
principle  on  which  the  Society  is  founded.  It  accepts  the 
contributions  of  all,  in  order  to  supply  all  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  And  it  is  evident,  that  any  arrangement  which 
should  exclude  the  subscription  of  any  class  or  denomination, 
would  virtually  impum  that  principle. 

During  the  first  nve  years  of  the  Society *s  existence,  a 
donation  of  twenty  guineas  constituted  a  Life-member ;  but  the 
Fourth  Rule,  as  it  now  stands,  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Meeting  in  1809. 

5.  A'mong  the  secondary  causes  to  which  the  success  of  the 
Institution  may  be  ascribed,  few  are  more  prominent  than  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee.  As  diis  subject  involves  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  internal  organization,  it  will  be 
considered  under  a  distinct  head.    For  a  similar  reason,  the 

Sractical  operation  of  the  Tenth  Rule  will  come  under  that 
ivision  which  treats  of  the  '^  Mode  of  supplying  Auxiliary 
Sodetiefl  and  Subscribers.** 

6.  The  advantages  of  an  Annual  Meeting,  on  a  fixed  and 
•Oiren*iHi0t  of  tbe  British  and  Fordgn  Bible  Sodetj,  Vol  L  p.  460  &wq* 
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specked  idajt  are  evident ;  and  Aeexperienoe  of  fifteen  yean 
sufficiently  attests  the  propriety  of  die  time  selected^  for  this 
important  purposay  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society* 
Since  the  year  18^1 1,  these  meetings  have  been  held  in  the 
Freemasons*  Hal),  Great  Queen  Street,  Lincoln*s-Inn  Fields  | 
a  place  equally  central  and  commodious,  though  not  suffi* 
ciently  large  to  accommodate  all  who  are  desirous  to  attend  c 
for  this  reason,  Ladies  are  not  admitted  on  these  occasions. 
For  several  years,  the  practice  of  making  collections  at  the 
doors  has  been  discontinued ;  a  deviation  from  general  custom 
which  is  justified  by  the  fact,  that  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  attend  are  Uberal  contributoxs  to  me  funds  of  the  Insti- 
tudon,  eidier  directly  or  dirough  the  medium  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  and  Associations,  The  inconvenience  arising  firom 
the  desire  to  attend  the  Annual  Meetings  is  npw  in  a  great 
degree  obviated,  by  judicious  regulations:  the  Officers  of 
Auxiliary  Societies,  and  the  Presidents  of  Associatiomi,  are  ad- 
mitted, by  means  of  tickets,  to  seats  reserved  for  them ;  while 
the  centre  of  the  hall  is  appropriated  to  the  public.  The 
Officers  of  die  Society,  and  tnose  ff^ndemen  who  are  invited 
to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  me  day,  are  furnished  with 

Slatform-tickets ;  with  which  foreigners  and  strangers  of 
istinction  are  also  supplied,  on  application  at  the  Society's 
House.  A  Sub-Committee,  apppmted  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, gives  facility  to  die  arrangements ;  and  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  it  are  recognised  by  carrying  white  wands. 
Eveiy  measure  is  thus  adopted  to  maintain  the  good  order  of 
die  Meeting,  and  promote  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  die 
audience. 


7.  As  all  die  remaining  rules  relate  exclusively  to  the 
Committee,  dieir  practicd^  application  will  be  considered  in 
the  next  Section.  The  Rules  XVII.  and  XVIII.  did  not 
enter  into  the  original  constitution  of  die  Sodety,  but  were 
unanimously  adopted  at  the  third  and  fourdi  Annual  Meetings. 
The  exercise  of  die  authority  thus  vested  in  die  Committee, 
has  ffiven  a  sanction  to  the  labours  of  many  valuable  indl« 
iriduiUs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  while  it  has  materially 
extended  their  field  of  usefiilness.  - 


SECTION  a 

ON  THE  COMMITTX& 


1.  The  constitution  of  die  Committee  is  alike  remarkable 
for  ••  die  felicity  of  thought  with  which  it  was  conceived,  and 
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the  practical  advantages  with  which  it  has  been  followed  K^ 
This  executive  body  is  composed  of  thirty-six  Laymen,  six  of 
whom  are  F<Mreignersy  resident  in  or  near  die  Metropcdis :  of 
the  remiuning  tlurty,  one  half  are  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  the  other  half  members  of  other  Christian  Deno- 
minations. The  nine  vacancies  provided  for  by  Rule  IX.  are 
annually  filled  by  ballot,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  this  fun** 
damental  regulation. 

The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secre- 
taries, are  eayqffiao  members  of  the  Committee ;  and  the  Go- 
vernors, with  all  Clergymen  and  other  Ministers  who  are 
members  of  the  Society,  are  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  aH 
Meetings  of  the  Committee. 

In  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  following  extract 
from  a  periodical  publication,  now  discontinued,  appears 
worthy  of  preservation. 

**  In  the  constitution  of  this  Comnuttee,  the  fiberal  princ^les  of  the 
Societj  are  practically  exemplified.  Six  of  the  memberB  vce  fot^gnert: 
and  the  xemainmg  thirty  are,  half  of  them  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  the  other  half  members  of  other  Denominations  of  Christians. 
The  consideration  due  to  the  Religious  Establishment  of  the  Country  is  thus 
decidedly  manifested ;  and  is  still  fiirther  marked  by  the  regulation,  that  the 
IVesideat,  Vioe-Presidents,  and  Treasurer,  all  of  whom  are  members  of  the 
Chuic^  of  England,  are,  ex  offidoy  members  of  the  Committee.  The  in- 
iiuenoe  of  the  Secretaries,  as  tx-^eio  members,  is  equal ;  one  being  a 
Foreigner,  another  a  Cleigyman,  and  the  third  a  Dissenting  Minister.  The 
PourUi  r^fulation — that  every  Clergyman,  or  other  Minister,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  is  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee— gives,  in  its /iriNtf^pIs,  a  decided  preponderance  to  the  Ecde- 
vastical  Establishment ;  kaamuch,  as  the  number  of  Cleigymen  who  could 
become  members  exceeds  that  of  Ministers  of  other  Denominations ; — a  pre- 
ponderance, however,  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  been  objected 
to ;  which  we  believe  to  have  been  generally  witnessed  in  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee; and  which  we  are  persuaded  would  give  general  satisfiu!tion,  if  it 
existed  in  all  the  Coinmittees  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Sodetiea  and  Asso- 
ciations :  a  satis&ction,  arising  not  only  from  the  patronage  which  woulid 
thus  be  given  to  the  Society,  but  from  a  desire  that  all  the  proceedings  of 
•the  Conunittees  might  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the  representatives 
,of  that  Church,  the  interests  of  whidi)  we  should  conceive,  are  identified 
with  the  olfject  of  the  Bible  Society.**, 

£•  At  a  very  early  period  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Society,  it  became  evident  that  the  order  and  efficiency  of  its 
proceedings  required  the  appointment  of  Sub-Committees,  to 
whose  especial  attention  Various  departments  and  branches  of 
the  business  might  be  formally  confided.  This  division  of 
labour  became  increasingly  necessary  with  the  extending 
magnitude  of  the  Institution;  and  to  no  part  of  the  system  is 

*  See  Owen's  History,  VoL  I.  p.  56  et  seq.  for  an  interesting  detail  dT  the 
considerations  which,  at  the  Aiggestion  of  the  Bev.  Josiah  Ftett,  led  to  this 
happy  improvement  of  the  ori^nal  plan. 
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it  more  indebted  for  die  fiMility  and  correetneas  of  its  d^taSls. 
The  feOowing  is  a  list  of  die  Sub-Committees  into  which  the 
General  Committee  is  divided,  and  of  the  objects  which  they 
respectively  embrace ;  vis. 

I.  For  Printing  and  General  Parposes. 
II.  For  conducting  the  business  of  the  Society's  Funds. 

III.  For  preparing  Papers  for  Publication. 

IV.  For  superintending  the  Depository,  examining  its  Accounts, 

and  purchasmg  Printing  Paper. ^To  this  Sub-Committee 
is  assigned  the  duly  of  keeping  up  an  adequate  Stock  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments. 
V«  For  superintending  the  Library. 
VI.  For  promotinff  and  assisting  Auxiliary  Societies* 
VII.  For  auditing  the  Accounts.-^ (This  Sub-Committee  consist! 
of  Four  Members  of  the  Committee  and  Four  other 
Subscribers.) 
VIII.  For  selecting  and  arranging  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual 
Report. 
IX.  For  superintending  the  Arrangements    of  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

These  several  Sub-Committees  meet,  by  adjournment  or 
apeciaUy,  according  to  the  nature  and  urgency  of  the  business 
confided  to  their  care,  and  respectively  submit  their  reso* 
lutions  and  minutes  to  the  General  Committee,  by  which  tbey 
are  confirmed  or  corrected.  That  which  is  specified  as  No.  VL 
in  the  preceding  list,  and  which  is  usually  designated  the 
Local  Sub-Committee,  meets  weekly,  and  exercises  a  salutary 
Superintendence  over  the  Auxiliary  System. 

S.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Committee  are  held  on  the 
first  Monday  in  every  month ;  but  the  concerns  of  the  Society 
have  recently  become  so  multiplied  and  extensive,  that  an 
adjournment  to  tlie  third  Monday  generally  takes  place;  nor 
is  this  extra-meeting  always  sufficient  to  prevent  arrears  of 
business*  The  Chair  is  taken  at  twelve  o  clock  precisely,  by 
the  President,  or  one  of  the  other  members,  as  provided- by  im 
Fifteenth  regulation.  After  the  minutes  of  the  preceding 
meeting  have  been  read  and  disposed  of,  those  of  the  respect- 
ive Sub-Committees  are  read,  and,  if  approved,  adopted  oy  a 
regular  resolution  to  that  effect.  An  '^  Agenda,**  or  Paper 
of  Business,  of  which  a  specimen  is  subjoined,  is  previoulslj 
prepared  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  and  laid  before  the 
chairman,  who  is  thus  enabled  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  subjects  which  require  more  immediate 
notice.  These  are  so  numerous,  and  so  diversified  in  their 
nature,  that  a  perusal  of  the  Reports  of  the  Society  can  alone 
furnish  an  accurate  outline  of  tne  btiHiness  transacted  in  the 
Committee  Room.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  observe*  that  the 
regular  proceedings  include  a  monthly  statement  of  the  cash 
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account,  under  its  several  heads ;  a  report  of  remittances  from 
the  Auxiliary  Societies.;  portions  of  the  voluminous  corre- 
spondence, both  foreign  and  domestic ;  the  consideration  of 
grants,  whether  of  Money,  or  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  reports 
nrom  the  Printers  of  theprogress  made,  since  the  last  meeting, 
in  printing  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and,  when  requisite,  the 
state  of  the  Depository.  No  grant  of  money  exceeding  500/» 
is  valid,  unless  confirmed  by  the  next  meeting;  and  a  sx)ed- 
fication  of  such  grant  is  inserted  in  the  circular  notice  of 
the  time  of  meeting,  sent  to  every  member  of  tiie  Committee. 
A  Book,  provided  for  the  purpose,  is  laid  on  the  table,  in 
which  every  member  who  attends  inserts  his  name ;  and  the 
regularitv  of  his  attendance  is  thus  ascertained,  in  reference  to 
tiie  Ninth  rule.  The  average  attendance  during  the  last  year 
was  about  thirty ;— a  fiict  which  is  equally  indicative  of  the 
beneficial  tendency  of  this  regulation,  and  of  the  interest  felt 
by  those  gentlemen  who  devote  so  much  of  their  valuable 
time-  to  the  Institution* 

4.  Visitors  are  admitted  to  the  Committee  Room  (where 
seats  are  reserved  for  their  accommodation)  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  member,  after  having  inserted  their  names  in  a 
book  placed  in  the  hall  for  this  purpose. 


SPECIMEN  OF  AGENDA. 


Committee,  September  4th,  1820. 


I.  To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutefl  of  last  Meeting. 


3. 

4. 
5. 

r 

8 
9- 
10 
11. 
IS. 
11 
14. 
16. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  Sub-Committee  of  Finance. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  Printing  SubjCommittee. 


To  read  and  confirm  the  Minutes  of  the  Local  Sub-Committee. 


To  read  the  Cash  Account 


To  read  Correspondence  requiring  Grants. 


To  refer  Bilb  to  Sub-Committee  of  Finance,  for  examination  and  payment 


To  report  Contributions  and  Legacies. 

To  read  jf.  ^.'s  Letter  relative  to  Chinese  Bible. 


To  read  C  JD.'s  Letter  relative  to  Turkish  Bible. 


To  read  E.  F.'s  Letter,  relative  to  Indian  Translations. 


To  read  the  Letters  of  Foreign  Agents. 


To  read  Letters  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  other  Home  Correspondence. 


To  receive  Secretaries*  Bqwrto  of  Auxiliary  Societies  visited. 


To  report  Books  presented  to  the  library  by  G.  H.  and  /.  K. 
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Economical  nature  of  the  Establuhment. 

SECTION  ra. 

THE  society's  HOUSE. 

I.  This  subject  caimot  be  more  properly  introduced^  than 
by  the  follo_ving  extract  from  the  Society's  Annual  Report 
for  1816:— 

^'  It  now  becomes  the  dutj  of  your  Committee  to  state,  that  thej  have 
recently  accomplished  an  ol^ect,  which  has  long  been  considered  as  highly 
desirable,  and  had  at  length  become  absolutely  indispensable;— the  union  of  all 
the  Offices  of  the  Society  in  one  Esteblishment.  The  inconvenience  arising 
from  having  the  library  and  Depository  in  one  place,  the  Accountant's 
Office  in  another,  and  the  Committee  Room  in  a  third,  had  been  severely 
and  ii^uriously  felt,  both  by  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society  i 
add  to  this,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Society  had  no  place  of  common  resort, 
and  were  destitute  of  the  accommodations  required  for  the  correct  and 
systematic  transaction  of  their  business,  which  has  for  a  considerable  time 
past  been  progressively  increasing,  both  in  complicacy  and  importance ;  and 
the  risk  and  trouble  occasioned  by  the  frequent  removal  of  the  Records  of 
the  Society,  now  accumulated  to  an  immense  mass.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  expenses  of  the  Depository,  from  the  conunission  upon  sales  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  which,  though  voluntarily  reduced  by  Mr.  Seeley  (the 
Society's  Agent)  to  the  lowest  rate  that  justice  to  his  fiimily  would  aUow, 
had,  upon  such  extensive  issues,  necessarily  arisen  to  a  great  annual  amount, 
and  formed  an  additional  reason  for  looking  to  an  Establishment,  as  a  mea-i 
sure  of  economy,  no  less  than  of  accommodation. 

^  The  ofibr  df  suitable  premises  in  Earl  Street,  Blackfriars,  on  advan- 
tageous terms,  affiirded  the  Committee  an  opportunity  of  carrying  their 
purpose  into  effect.  When  the  arrangements,  which  are  now  proceedings 
shall  have  been  completed,  the  Society  will  be  in  possession  of  a  set  of  com. 
modious  Offices  for  carrying  ou  the  business  in  every  department,  centraUy 
situated,  and  combining  every  proposed  convenience,  at  an  immediate  ex. 
pense,  which,  by  the  annual  saving  in  the  Depository,  Commission,  and  other 
Bzpe&ses,  will  be  gradually  and  finally  replaced. 

*^  Among  the  accommodations  affiirded  by  the  Institution  in  Earl  Street, 
not  the  least  important  is  that  which  r^ards  the  Society*s  Biblical  Library. 
The  books  of  which  it  consists,  numerous  and  valuable  as  they  are,  would, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  have  been  considerably  augmented  by  the  libera- 
lity of  the  public,  if  it  had  been  correctiy  known  what  the  Society  really 
possessed,  and  in  whak  respects,  therefore,  its  collection  was  deficient.  In 
the  new  establishment,  a  commodious  room  is  allotted  for  the  reception  of 
the  books,  where  they  will  be  suitably  classed  and  lurranged.** 

^«  The  Establishment  in  Earl  Street  comprises^ 

!•  A  large  and  very  substantial  Warehouse,  attached 
to  the  Society*s  House,  wherein  the  Stock  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  is  deposited,  in  the  most  convex 
ment  and  methodical  manner. 

IT.  The  Depositary's  Office,  including  that  of  the  Col« 
lector. 

1X1.  The  Office  of  the  Assistant  Secretaryand  Accountant. 
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ly.  The  Committee  Room. 

V.  The  Library^  which  is  also  used  as  a  Sub-Committee 
Room. 

VI.  Office  of  the  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary* 
VII.  Rooms  for  the  aceommodatioii  of  the  Secretaries^ 
when  detained  on  official  business. 

vm.  The  apartments  of  the  Depositary^  who- resides  on, 
and  takes  charge  of  the  Premises. 

S.  In  their  Fourteenth  Reportythe  Committee  observe,  — 

^  The  Sodety^s  Premises  are  now  in  complete  occupation,  and  are  found 
|o  answer,  most  effectually,  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  provided. 
To  those  who  have  had  the  means  of  ohserving  how  prodigiously  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Society  had  accumulated,  and  to  how  great  inconvenience  and 
embarrassment  the  transaction  of  it  was  suljected,  it  must  have  been 
obvious  that  such  an  Establishment,  as  that  which  the  Society  now  poasessetf, 
had  become  indispensaUy  necessary.  The  Members  of  the  Society  will 
hear,  with  pleasure,  that  the  chan^  from  the  former  to  the  present  system, 
so  &r  from  entiu^g  an  additional  expense,  has  occasioned  an  annual 
saving;  amounting,  in  the  first  year,  to  about  £.dOO;  while  it  has  ^ven 
concentration,  r^pilarity,'and  despatch,  to  the  business  of  the  Society; 
promoted  the  convenience  of  its  Patrons,  Committee,  and  Officers;  and. 
secured  to  the  Institution  that  respectability  which  is  due  to  the  magnitude 
of  its  concerns,  and  the  extent  of  its  relations,  in  our  own  and  in  foreign 
countnes." 

Of  the  increased  fin^ties  afforded  by  this  important 
and  economical  establishment  'to  all  the  operations  of  the 
Society,  and  especially  in  reference  to  its  domestic  concerns, 
every  Secretary  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  will  be  a  competent 
judge,  if  he  compare  the  promptitude  and  despatdt  widbi 
which  all  orders  and  communications  are  now  recognised^ 
with  the  unavoidable  delay  which  attended  the  former  system. 

SECTION  IV. 

THE  society's  LIBRARY. 

1.  The  foundation  of  this  important  appendage  to  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  laid  at  a  very  early 
period  :«^- 

**  It  had  appeared,  for  some  time,  to  many  friends  of  the  InatitiM;ion,  in  a 
liigfa  deme  desirable  and  expedient  that  copies  should  he  pnieured  (as  fiir 
as  practicable)  of  all  the  existing  versions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  in  order 
that  the  Society  nught  not  be  at  a  loss  for  a  standard  edition,  and  the 
means  of  collation,  whenever  an  occasion  might  arise  for  printing  an  inopres- 
4onjDn  its  own  account.  The  first  step  wmch  was  taken  in  pursuit  of  this 
end,  is  to  he  traced  in  a  resolution  PUKd  on  the  Sd  of  DecemW  1804 ; 
by  which  it  was  determined,  that  of  every  edition  of  translation  of  the 
JRoly  ScriiAdvai,  or  of  paxta  thereof;  printed  imder  the  auspices  of  the 
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8o«i0l^,'.iix'  or  ■  more  cdj^icat  should  be<,  triawnitted)-  to  be  lod^  in  i^a 
B^ioflkory.  But  as  it  waai  &re9een  that  -the  0]>eratioii  of  thxs  measuvt 
would  be  unavoidablj  ^low,  limited,  and  reraote,  it  was  fUrther  determined, 
dn  the  ensuing  17  th,  that  an  ippeal  should  be  made  to  the  connnunitjT 
at  Inrge,  through  the  medhim  of'  ceiiiuii  daily  -Newspapers  aiid.  Feris^o^ 
^blicatioQS  of  character,  soUdtiiig  donations  of  Bibks,  Testameatsror 
portions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  ancient  or  modem  languages.  The  first 
firuits  of  this  determination  were,  a  munificent  present  from  Granvilla 
Sbarpe,  Esq.  of  thirtyJnine  copies  of  the  Holy  Scr^tures,  or  certain  por-« 
^ons  of  them,  in  various,  languages,  together  witl»  the  Irish  and  Italiim 
vexvions  of  the  English  liturgy.  Thus  the  drst  Chairman  of  the  Society 
became  also  the  Qrst  contributor  to  its  Library  *." 

S.  This  yaluabte  Collection  of  Books  and  Manuscripts  liaS| 
tihrough  the  liberality  of  many  individuals,  become  very 
considerabloy  and  now  consists  of  about  two  thousand 
volumes.  The  kindness  of  those  to  whom  the  Society  is 
thus  indebted,  is  annually  acknowledged  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Report,  with  a  specification  of  the  books  presented. 
By  the  continuance  of  the  same  generosity,  the  Institutioii 
will,  in  time,  possess  a  compilation  of  the  Scriptures  in  vari-* 
ous  languages,  as  well  as  of  other  Biblical  works,  which  will 

Iirove  of  the  greatest  utifity,  not  only  to  the  Society  in  pub^ 
ishing  different  versions  of  the  Scripture^,  but  to  such  of 
the  Subscribers  as'  m|ty  have  occasion  to  consult  them. 

3,  But  there  is  another  source  fi*om  which  the  Library 
has  derived  no  inconsiderable  accession,  and  by  which,  it  ^ 
hoped,  it  will  be  progressively  enriched.  It  should  be  the 
^uty  of  the  Committee  of  every  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Socie^^ 
who  have  not  already  done  so,  to  transmit  a  few  sets  of  their 
Annual  Reports  to  Earl  Street,  and  to  forward  ten  or  twelve 
copies  of  every  succeeding  Report  as  soon  as  published. 
Reference  can  thus  be  had,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  those 
official  records  which  exhibit  the  actual  state  of  Local  So- 
cieties  at  different  periods ;  and  the  Parent  Committee  be 
enabled  to  form  a  more  correct  estimate  of  its  resources,  ag 
iFcll  as  the  propriety  of  any  suggested  means  for  reviving  or 
encouraging  those  Institutions*  ^ 

Anxious  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  render  this 
Collection  complete,  the  Committee  express  their  sanguine 
hope  "  that  the  friends  of  the  Society  will  not  relax  in  their 
zeal,  to  add  such  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  other 
Biblical  works,  as  may  render  the  Library  worthy  of  the 
Institution  to  whose  use  it  is  appropriated." 

.  4.  Several  National  Bible  Societies  on  the  Continent  of 
^UTQpe,  with  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  h«ve 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  135  &  seq. 
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followed  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  the  example  of  their 
British  prototype.  The  language  of  one  of  the  earliest  and 
most  efficient  of  these  Institutions,  in  its  Report  for  1819,  is 
peculiarly  appropriate,  and  may  well  be  adopted  by  all: — 

^  The  Swedish  Bible  Societ7*8  LibraiT'  has  been  increased  from  year  to 
jear,  by  means  of  donations,  in  a  manner  that  not  only  bean  the  most 
cheering  evidence  of  the  regard  and  affection  which  Foreign  Societies  have 
for  our  Institution,  but  which  also  exhibits  a  remarlcably  gnmd  portrait  of 
the  revelation  of  God*s  holy  Word  amonff  all  the  nations  of  the  worid. 
There  is  no  gazing  at  this  msgniftcent  display  of  Bibles  without  feeling 
astonishment  and  adoration.  They  are  printed  each  in  their  different 
character  and  language,  but  resembling  the  various  strings  of  a  fine-toned 
&istniment :  all  &eir  voices  harmonize  in  bearing  the  same  record  of  God 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Liord  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  has  sent :  or  they  may 
be  compared  to  messengers  bearing  the  same  good  news  of  salvation 
throughout  the  earth,  for  the  gathering  together  its  dispersed  kindred, 
under  mm  Lord  and  one  Kinsr*  The  ancient  prophecy  is  now  evidently 
more  and  more  fulfilling  eveiy  day  ;  ^  I  am  fmind  «f  them  thai  sougki  me 
mel :'  and  the  Lord  is  speaking  to  the  Heathen  nations ;  and  saying,  ^  La^ 
I  come.' » 


SECTION  V. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

1.  In  proceeding  to  define  the  dutiej^  which  appertain  to 
lihese  gentlemen  respectively,  the  just  and  eloquent  remark 
of  the  Society's  historian  forces  itself  on  the  recollection  of 
one  who  has  long  and  frequently  witnessed,  with  admiration, 
that  patience  which  he  longed  to  emulate,  and  those  exertions 
in  which  he  could  but  feebly  co-operate : — "  There  never  was 
an  Institution  which  has  exacted  from  its  Committees**  and 
Officers  "  a  larger  tribute  of  time  and  attention  and  personal 
labour,  or  in  which  the  exacted  tribute  has  been  more  cheer-> 
fidly  and  even  zealously  pltid.'*  And  it  may  with  equal 
propriety  be  added,  that  Uiere  never  was  a  Society  whose 
concerns  were  entrusted  to  men  more  competent  to  their 
management,  or  in  which  the  important  duties  of  their  office 
were  discharged  with  greater  prudence  and  discretion. 

2.  The  Officers  of  the  Institution  whose  services  aregra- 
tuitously  rendered,  are, 

I.  The  President. 

He  is  always  Chairman  of  the  General  Meetings ;  and  also 
presides  at  those  of  the  Committee,  when  able  to  attend. 

Among  the  many  i^aluable  services  rendered  to  the  So-^ 
defy  by  Lord  Teignmouth,  it  is  indebted  to  him  fer  the 
greater  number  of  its  Annual  Reports ;  which  furnish  an  ad- 
mirable and  hicid  compendium  of  its  proceedings,  while  ihey 
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afford  a  happy  illustration  of  that  Christian  charity,  and 
liberality  of  sentiment,  so  consonant  with  the  principle  and 
object  of  the  Institution*. 

'n.  The  Fice-Presidenis, 

No  particular  duty  is  annexed  to  this  office,  except  that  of 
presiding,  in  the^  absence  of  the  President,  at  the  Meeting^  of 
the  Committee ;  which  are  occasionally  attended  by  several 
of  the  Prelates,  Noblemen,  and  other  Gentlemen  comprised 
in  the  list,  containing,  at  present,  twenty-six  names.  Of 
these,  no  one  is  more  regular  in  his  attendance,  or  more 
regardful  of  the  duties  that  devolve  on  him,  as  Chairman, 
than  the  ChaticeUor  of  the  EsLcheouer,  whose  short  but 
powerful  defence  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  So- 
ciety will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  It  is  indeed  a  grati- 
fying and  consoling  circumstance,  in  times  like  the  present, 
tnat  we  behold  Prelates  of  the  Established  Church,  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  and  other  individuals  of  high  rank  and  exten- 
sive influence,  rallying  roimd  an  Institution  so  peculiarly 
calculated  to  promote  and  maintain  the  best  and  dearest 
interests  of  our  country.  If  it  be  true — as  it  assuredly  is-— 
that  "  Righteousness  exalteih  a  naiUm^**  the  dissemination  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  at  home,  and  the  practical  exemplifi- 
cation^ of  tiieir  spirit  and  their  letter,  bv  sending  them  to 
distant  lands,  afford  a  well-grounded  hope,  that  Great 
Britain  may  be  long  preserved  at  peace  within  herself  and  a 
blessing  to  the  wh^  earth. 

m.  The  Treasurer. 

This  officer  presides  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  All  bills, 
on  account  of  grants  to  Foreign  Societies,  &a  are  drawn  on 
him,  by  authonty  of  the  Committee,  officially  communicated. 
The  power  of  giving  orders  on  the  Treasurer  is  vested 
solely  in  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance ;  two,  at  least,  of 
whom  must  sign  every  order.  As  the  management  and  con- 
troul  of  the  funds  are  confided  to  this  Sub-Committee,  tiiey 
direct  the  temporary  investment  of  anv  occasional  surplus,  in 
the  public  securities,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution; 
reserving  such  balance,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  may 
appear  necessary  for  current  expenses  and  immediate  claims. 

*  The  Keporto  of  the  first  Twelve  Yean  were  drawn  up  principally  bj 
the  President :  since  that  period,  firom  the  declining  state  of  his  Lordship's 
health,  this  office  has  demived  upon  M>.  Owen,  hy  whom  it  continues  to  be 


Digitized  by  VJjOOQIC 


16  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLB  SOCIETY.*        [cHAP.  I. 

Secretaries*— their  tespective  duties. 

The  Treasurer*!  accounts^  with  those  of  the  Sub-Committee 
of  Finance^  and  all  bills  and  vouchers,  are  annually,  submitted 
to  the  Auditors;  and  an  abstract,  signed  by  them,  is  included 
in  the  Report 

To  this  officer  the  remittances  by  Auxiliary  Societies 
should  be  made,  with  a  distinct  specification  of  the  accounts 
to  which  they  are  to  be  entered ;  and  he  should  immediately 
furnish  the  Accountant  with  a  statement  of  the  saiue,  for  in- 
sertion in  the  books  of  the  Society. 

IV.  The  Secretaries. 

Were  it  consistent  with  the  nature  of  a  work  of  this  de- 
scription, the  author  would  gladly  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  now  afforded,  to  express  his  sense  of  the  inva- 
luable services  of  those  gentlemen  who  appear  to  have  been 
raised  up  and  qualified  for  this  especial  purpose.  Not 
but  a  devoted  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engi , 
could  have  supported  them,  during  seventeen  years,  in  the  < 
charge  of  duties  equally  arduous  and  important,  and  attended 
widi  the  sacrifice  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  time,  healthy 
and  domestic  comfort.  Adopting  the  grateful  language  of 
the  Committee  for  1813,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  ''  the 
gratuitous  services,  unremitted  zeal,  and  indefatigable  exer-* 
tions  of  those  three  Secretaries  of  the  Institution,  far  indeed 
exceed  any  acknowledgments  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Committee  to  make;  and  the  magnitude  of  them  can  be 
measured  only  by  the  extent  of  the  benefits  which  they  have 
produced." 

The  duties  which  devolve  on  the  Secretaries  include, 

1.  The  Correspondence  of  the  Society,  both  Foreign  and 
Domesti^. 

2.  Attendance  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Auxiliary  and 
other  Societies;  in  which  they  are  occasionally  assisted 
by  some  of  the  Honorary  Life-Governors  kmSl  other 
members  of  the  Institution,  both  Lay  and  ClericaL 

3.  Attendance  at  the  regular  Committee  Meetings. 

To  these  may  be  added,  their  highly  important  services  on 
Sub-Committees  (of  all  which  thev  are  officially  Members) } 
the  preparing  and  editing  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  Annual 
Reports,  &c.;  and  that  ffeneral  superintendence  of  the  Society, 
in  all  its  relations,  which  the  nature  of  their  office  implies. 

To  the  Clerical  and  Foreign  Secretaries  the  Institution  is 
further  indebted  for  their  valuable  services  during  extensive 
continental  tours.    The  importance  of  those  visits,  and  tlie 
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beneficial  effects  resulting  from  them,  will  be  appreciated  by 
all  who  have  read  with  attention  the  annual  reports  of  the 
.Society :  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  in  no  one  respect 
have  they  been  more  profitably  directed,  than  in  maturing 
the  system  of  the  Continental  Bible  Institutions,  and  improv- 
ing we  organization  of  their  Committees. 

If  any  consideration  can  add  to  the  grateful  affection  with 
which  the  services  of  these  invaluable  men  are  contemplated, 
it  is  that  of  tracing  in  the  Dissenting  Secretary,  the  Founder 
of  the  Society  /  in  his  Clerical  college,  its  eloquent  Advo^ 
cate  and  Historian;  and  in  their  Foreign  co-adjutor,  the 
Dispenser  of  British  benevolence  to  his  countrymen,  and  the 
organ  of  their  gratitude  and  their  love. 

S.  The  Stipendiary  Officers  of  the  Institution  are, 

I.  The  Assistant  Secretary  and  Accountant, 

To  this  officer,  all  correspondence  relative  to  the  funds ; 
advice  concerning  remittances  by  Auxiliary  Societies;  and 
applications  for  visiting  these  Institutions,  should  be  ad- 
dressed. In  his  department  the  financial  accoimts  of  the 
Institution  are  concentrated.  He  examines  all  bills  referred 
by  the  General  Committee  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance, 
previous  to  their  being  audited  and  paid  by  the  latter.  He 
presents  monthly  to  the  Committee,  a  statement  of  the  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  outstanding  en* 
.gagements  of  the  Society;  and  keeps  the  ffeneral  accounts 
of  the  Institution,  which  he  exhibits,  wiih  dieir  proper 
vouchers,  once  every  quarter  to  the  Auditors,  for  whose  sig- 
nature he  prepares  a  general  abstract  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Society,  up  to  that  period  of  the  current 
year* 

It  is  likewise  his  duty  to  acknowledge  all  remittances,  and 
conduct  the  domestic  correspondence  of  the  Society  con- 
nected with  his  department;— to  give  notices  of  meeting  to 
the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  several  Sub- 
Committees,  and  prepare  the  necessary  documents  to  lay 
before  them  ;-Ho  attend  their  sittings,  and  take  the  minutes 
of  then-  proceedings;  and  subsequently  to  enter  the  same, 
tojfether  with  abstracts  of  the  several  letters  received,  in  the 

Fair-Mmute  Books,  of  which  he  keeps  regular  Indexes ; 

and  to  communicate  such  orders  and  instructions  as  are  fi-om 
tune  to  time  given  by  the  Committee.  He  assists  the  Secre- 
taries in  revising  for  the  press  the  proofs  of  the  Society's 
PV^?"_cations.  He  keeps  an  Alphabetical  Register,  into 
which  every  subscription  and  donation  to  the  Society  is 
posted  from  the  Collector's  Book,  in  order  to  enable  the 
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Auditors  to  see  that  the  subscriptions  are  duly  collected. 
From  this  register  he  prepares,  twice  in  die  year,  a  list  of  affl 
subscriptions  that  appear  to  be  more  than  six  mcmths  oyer*- 
due ;  and  corrects  the  register,  when  such  list  has  been  re- 
turned by  the  Collector,  and  submitted  to  the  Auditors. 

This  officer  gives  security  to  the  Committee  for  the  trust 
reposed  in  him. 

In  this  department  two  Clerks  are  engaged. 

The  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  with  Aiudliary  Socier 
ties  will  be  ccmsidered  in  the  next  Section. 

II.  Asnstant  Foreign  Secretary. 

The  extent  and  importance  of  the  Foreign  operations  had 
long  required  this  recent  addition  to  die  establishment.  The 
correspondence  widi  Contin^ital  and  other  Foreign  Societies, 
and  the  translation  of  letters,  official  documents,  &c.  consti- 
tuted a  heavy  and  increasing  mass  of  duty,  which  it  became 
impossible  for  the  Secretaries  to  discharge  widi  justice  to 
themselves  and  die  Society. 

This  officer  and  one  Clerk  find  foil  occupation 'in  thii^ 
extensive  and  extending  department. 

III.  The  Depositary. 

To  this  officer,  the  correspondence  concerning  supplies  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  is  to  be  addressed.  He  examines  d>e 
paper  on  which  die  Society's  books  are  printed,  as  well  us 
the  printing  and  binding  of  the  various  versions ;  reports  to 
the  Committee  when  new  editions  are  wanted ;  superintends 
the  imports  and  exports,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  the  other 
orders  in  his  department ;  keeps  a  particular  account  of  all 
copies  received  and  delivered,  and  nimishes  Bills  of  Parceh 
to  Societies  and  individuals.  Specimens  of  die  various  trans- 
lations and  editions  are  kept  in  die  Depository,  and  may  be 
seen  by  Subscribers,  on  application,  during  die  hours  of 
business. 

From  diis  office,  die  Annual  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts 
of^  Correspondence,  and  all  odier  papers  printed  by  the 
Society,  are  forwarded  to  Auxiliaries  and  kindred  Institu- 
tions in  Foreign  countries  throughout  the  world. 

The  Depositary  is  responsibte  to  the  Committee  for  the 
stock  under  his  charge,  and  gives  security  for  his  trust.  He 
has  the  assistance  of  a  Clerk,  a  Warehouseman,  and  three  or 
more  Porters,  according  to  die  press  of  business,  in  order  to 
transact  die  requisite  duties  with  system  and  despatch.  It 
may  be  mentioned  here,  that,  by  a  recent  regulation,  no  pack- 
ages are  sent  out  until  they  are  first  weight,  and  die  weight 
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marked  upon  them;    thereby  preventing  overchai^s  and 
Other  mistakes  by  the  carriers. 

IV.  Collector. 

To  this  officer,  all  correspondence  concemii^  individual 
subscriptions  to  the  Britisn  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
should  be  addressed.  He  enters  the  {particulars  of  eveij 
subscription  and  donation  received,  in  a  book,  which  19 
added  up  whenever  he  makes  a  payment  to  the  Treasurer; 
and  being  then  handed  to  the  Accountant,  it  shews  the  items 
of  which  each  payment  is  constituted;  and  the  Treasurer  is 
debited,  and  the  individual  subscribers  credited  accordingly* 
The  Collector  gives  security  for  the  trust  reposed  in  mm^ 
and  is  remunerated  for  his  trouble  by  a  commission  of  five 
per  cent  on  the  amoimt  of  annual  subscriptions  paid  to  the 
society. 

Bv  a  recetxt  arrangement,  the  Collector  submits,  monthlv, 
to  the  General  Committee,  a  list  of  Subscribers  deceased, 
or  who  may  have  withdrawn  or  declined,  toother  with  refe- 
rences to  his  authority  for  such  statement  This  list,  beiiiff 
handed  from  member  to  member,  an  onportuni^  is  afforded 
for  considering  whether  it  be  probable  that,  through  their 
influence,  they  may  prevail  upon  some  who  have  withdrawn 
to  renew  their  subscriptions. 

AittnJance  is  gwen  daify  at  the  Sockty^s  HoMse,  frwa  mne  m  the 
morning,  until  seven  in  the  Evening. 


SECTION  VL 


MODE  OF  SUPPLYING  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES, 
AND  OF  KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS. 

1.  Pursuant  to  the  Tenth  rule  of  the  Society,  the  Com- 
mittee have  adopted  the  following  regulations  in  reference  to 
the  supply  of  individual  subscribers  : — 

^  At  the  reduced  prices,  as  specified  in  the  Sodety^s  Catalogue*,  each 
Annual  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea  has  the  privily  of  purchaong  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  within  the  year,  to  the  amount  of  Five  Guineas ;  and  in 
like  proportion  for  every  additional  Guinea  subscribed.  A  Bene&ctor  of 
Ten  Guineas  may  purchase  to  the  same  amount  as  an  Annual  Subscriber  of 
One  Guinea  $  and  a  Bene&ctor  of  Fifty  Pounds,  as  an  Annual  Subscriber  oi 
Five  Guineas. 

^  A  fiuther  quantity  may  also  be  had  (upon  application  to  the  Committee) 
at  the  «Ml  prices. 

*'*'  As  some  persons  have  misunderstood  the  intention  of  the  Society  in 
issuing  BiUes  and  Testaments  at  reduced  prices,  it  may  be  neoessary  to 
mention,  that  such  supplies  are  exclusively  intended  fbr  subscribers  who 
purchsfle  acciyding  to  their  privilege. 


See  Appendix,  No.  IL 
c2 
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Bespectiiig  supplies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


'^  It  is  requested  that  all  orders  may  be  sent  potl-fnttd,  and  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  the  amount,  or  an  order  on  some  friend  in  Lcmdon,  including 
the  packing-case,  if  such  be  required.** 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  the  Society's  existence,  the 
great  scarcity  of  Bibles  in  many  parts  of  6ur  country,  and 
the  absence  of  tay  other'  means  by  which  the  ^ants  cotdd. 
In  any  considerable  degree,  be  relieved;  fiimished  a  sufficient 
Teason  why  subscribes  should  avafi  themselves  of  the 
privilege  thus  extended  by  the  Institution.  But  as  this 
necessity  has,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased,  in  consequence  of 
the  formation  of  Bible  Associations, — ^whereby  the  local  defi- 
ciency can  be  more  accurately  ascertained,  and  more  efiiciently 
suppued,— Subscribers  will  perceive  the  wisdom  of  exercising 
this  privilege  with  caution,  and  to  a  very  moderate  and  par- 
tial extent 

2.  As  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary  Societies  did  not 
Cfnter  into  the  contemplation  of  the  founders  of  this  remarlp- 
able  Institution,  the  laws,  as  ori^ally  framed,  do  not  contain 
any  provision  fdT  supplying  them  with  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
But  a  code  of  regulations,  for  this  purpose,  has  been  subse-^ 

auently  prepared,  and  constitutes  an  important  feature  of 
lie  system  now  under  consideration.  This  code,  with  such 
remarks  as  exhibit  its  practical  tendency,  is  detailed  in  the 
following  official  ptiblication : — 

.  ^  BXOUXATZOirS  AJiOVnD  tT  THB  COMMITTSS,  RSBFECTIKG  SUPPLOIS  OF 
BIBLES  AKD  TESTAMENTS  TO  AUXILZAllY  SOCIETIES. 

^  The  Committee  of  the  Briiiik  and  Fbrdgn  Bible  Society^  Ending  it 
requiAte  to  establish  some  general  principles  for  supplying  auxiliabt 
sociETiEB  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  being  desirous  of  holding  out  . 
to  such  Societies  the  greatest  possible  encouragement  to  ascertain  the  want 
of  the  Holy  ^criptuifes  in  their  respective  districts,  and  to  supply  it  acconnl- 
ing  to  their  discretion,  have  adopted  the  following 

*^  KEGULATIOyS. 

^  1.  That  the  Committees  of  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be  entitled  to 
reoeiTe  Bibles  and  Testaments,  estimatei!  at  prime  eott^  to  the  amount  of 
half  the  entire  sum  remitted  by  them  to  the  Parent  Institution,  if  their 
local  necessities  shall  require  such  a  supply. 

**$.  That  the  Members  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  whose  subscriptions 
amount  to  One  Guinea  or  upwards  annually,  or  to  Ten  Guineas  or  upwards 
at  one  time,  may  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments,  from  the  Depository  rf 
ike  AuxUiary  Society^  agreeably  to  the  Rules  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

^  S.  That,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  supplies  for  the  Members  of 
Auxiliaiy  Societies,  an  adequate  quantity  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall 
be  forwuded,  as  required,  to  their  respective  Depositories,  charsed  at  the 
reduced  prices ;  the  same  to  he  paid  for  by  each  Society,  half-yearly,  in  the 
months  of  January  and  July*. 


•  The  Author  would  respect^lly  suggest,  in  reference  to  this  regulation, 
Ihat  a  more  simple  and  economical  arrangement  may  be  adopted,  which  will 
be  submitted  in  the  third  division  of  this  Section. 
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^'  4*  That  the  Committees  of  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  have  the  farther 
privilege  of  purchasing  to  any  amount,  at  prime-cos^.  ^ 

^  5.  That  they  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible ' 
Society,  when  required^  a  List  of  their  Subscriben  and  Benefkctors,  alpha- 
beticaUy  ascanged,  distinguishing  the  Annual  Subscribers  of  One  Guinea 
and  upwards,  andtheBenefiictorsof  Ten  Guineas  qnd  upward^. 

*'  pBSE^VATIOKSf 

^*'  It  will  appear,  from  the  above  Regulations,  that  Annual  Subscribers  of 
One  Guinea  and  upwards,  and  Benefiu:tors  of  Ten  Guineas  and  upwards, 
throughout  the  empire,  are  placed  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  their  privilege ' 
of  purchaaii^  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  reduced  prices,  whether  they 
contribiiie  di^ctly  to  the  Parent  Institution,  or  to  any  of  the  Auxiliary 
Societies. 

'^  Auxiliary  Societies  will  now  find  it  to  their  advantage  so  to  modify  their ' 
eonstitution,  as  to  transmit  the  whole  of  their  funds,  after  deducting  their 
incidental  expenses,  to  the  Parent  Society;  as,  in  that  case,  they  will 
be  entitled,  by  the  above  Regulations,  to  receive  Bibles  apd  Testaments, 
estimated  at  prime  cost,  to  the  amount  of  one-ha)f  of  the  sum  so  |;ransp 
mitted ;  and  will,  moreover,  be  enabled  to  supply  their  Annual  Sub- 
scribers of  One  Guinea  and  upwards,  and  Bene&ctors  of  Ten  Guineas ' 
and  upwards,  at  reduced  prices,  from  their  own  Depositoiy,  according  to- 
the  full  mte  of  privilege  ei\joyed  by  ^uch  as  contribute  direc^y  to  the 
Parent  Society. 

*^  In  thus  returning  to  Auxiliaxr  Societies  one-half  of  the  whole  spin 
received  from  them  (if  required)  m  Bibles  and  Testaments,  estimated  at 
prime  cost,  and  yet  allowing  the  individual  Members  of  such  Societies  to 
exercise  their  priyalege  pf  purchasing  i^^  seduced  prices,  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion will  be  exposed  to  the  possibiBty  of  great  loss— a  loss  which  would 
equal,  in  the  case  of  some  Auxiliary  Societies,  (were  the  privil^^  pf  pur- 
chasing at  reduced  prices  carried  to  its  fiiU  extent  by  their  Membere,)  the 
entire  contribution  derived  from  such  Societies;  and  in  other  cases,  irould 
greatly  exceed  it. 

^^  ft  js  plear,  |^erefi)re,  that  the  Parent  Institution  entrusts  much  of  the 
interests  of  her  general  and  foreign  objects  to  tlie  prpdence  fmd  liberalify 
of  the  Auxiliary  Societies ; — to  their  prudenct^  in  avuling  themselves  of 
the  advantages  which  she  c^ers  to  them,  no  further  than  their  local  neces- 
eities  really  require ; — and  to  their  HberaSfyy  in  asuisting  the  general  and 
foreign  objects  of  the  Parent  Society,  witi  whatever  sums  can  be  spared 
firam  the  supply  of  these  local  necessities. 

'*  But  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  no 
jfear  in  thus  entrusting  the  general  and  foreign  objects  of  the  Institution  to 
the  prudence  and  liberality  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies.  One  common  feeling 
ani^nates  the  whple  body,  and  the  Committee  anxiously  wish  to  cherish  and 
perpetuate  this  feeling.  They  will  leave  it,  therefore,  to  the  Auxiliary 
Societies  to  detennine  to  what  extent  they  shall  avail  themselves  of  the 
alNwe  ^gulations,  in  the  supply  of  their  local  wants.  In  conaidenition , 
however,  of  th^  liberality  of  Uiese  Regulations,  they  not  <mly  reconunen  •' 
with  confidence  that  economy  in  gratuitous  distributions,  which  will  restraij: 
itself  to  the  supply  of  real  wants,  but  they  request  such  Auxiliary  Societies 
AS  may  retain  any  portion  of  their  fimds,  to  transmit,  at  the  close  of  every 
year,  l^eir  vfiflp^fl  hakmce  to  the  Parent  Institution,  in  frirtheranoe  dC 
the  general,  qnd^  mere  etpeeialh,  the  Foreign  objecte  of  the  Soeietg. 

JOHN  OWEN,  J 

JOSEPH  HUGHES,      >  Secretaries.** 
C  F.  A.  STEINKOPFF,  5 
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Agents :— Bey.  Dr.  Patenon— Eer.  Dr.  Henderson. 

SECTION  VIL 

AGENTS. 

1.  In  Goptemplatmg  the  progress  of  the  Bible  Society, 
espedalfy  in  reference  to  its*  foreign  relations,  the  great  im- 
portance of  that  part  of  die  system  on  which  ire  are  now 
Itbout  to  enter,  will  be  seen  and  appreciated.  The  dbain  of 
providential  circumstances  that  led  to  the  first  engagements  of 
Agents,  and  the  astonishing  results  of  their  exertions,  justify 
the  introduction  of  the  foUowing  extracts  firom  a  work,  to 
winch  tlie  reader  is  referred  for  more  copious  details  on  this^ 
highly  interesting  subject : — 

^^  In  the  jear  1805^  tlie  Bev.  John  Ftttenon,  and  Hbe  Eer.  Ebenesev 
Henderson,  both  natives  of  Scotiand,  i(nd  animated  ^t^  a  seal  fiir  the  pro-r 
pagation  of  the  Gospel,  resigned  their  country,  connections,  and  worldly 
prospects,  in  order  to  serve  as  Chrbtian  Missionaries  in  Indk.  Precluded 
by  the  reffulations  of  the  British  East-India  Company  firom  occupying  st&i 
tions  withm  their  territorial  dominions,  they  repaired  to  Copenhagen,  m  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  passage  to  Tranquebar,  and  exercising  their  ministry 
within  the  settlement  attached  to  the  Danish  Crown  on  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandeL  Having  been  disappointed  in  their  expectation,  they  felt  them- 
selves  compelled  to  abandon  the  design— a  design  nearest  their  heart,  of 
proclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  heathen ;  and  began  to  con^ 
aider,  in  what  manner  they  might  turn  their  Missionazy  zeal  to  profitable 
account  in  that  part  of  Christendom  upon  which  the  Providence  of  God 
appeared  to  have  cast  them. 

^^  Under  this  impression,  they  commenced  a  very  diligent  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  religion  in  the  countries  by  whidi  they  were  more  immediately 
surrounded.  Amonff  the  indiviikials  of  consideration  with  whom  they  had 
formed  a  connection  during  their  residence  at  Copenhagen,  was  Justiciary 
Thorkelin,  Piiyy-Keeper  of  the  Royal  Archives,  a  persop  very  generally 
respected,  and  distinguished  for  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  This  gentleman,  being  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  feeling,  as  a 
Christian  patriot,  for  the  spiritual  w^fiure  of  his  country,  laid  open  to  these 
disappointed  Missionaries  a  field  of  immediate  usefiilness,  by  directing 
their  attention  to  the  religious  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  thatj  island,  and 
to  the  dearth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  at  that  time  prevailing  among  them. 
Mr.  Thorkelin  stated,  that  the  population,  amounting  to  nearly  50,000, 
scarcely  contained  one  person  in  a  hundred,  above  the  age  of  twelve  or 
fourteen,  who  could  not  read ;  that  no  peojile  in  the  world  were  fonder  of 
reading;  and  that  as  the  only  press  of  which  they  were  possessed  had  not 
been  used  for  many  years,  the  inhabitants  supplied  the  want  of  printed 
books  by  the  laborious  and  tardy  expedient  of  transcribing  thenk:  that 
the  Scriptures  were  no  longer  to  be  obtained  for  mon^y ;  and  that  not  above 
forty  or  fifty  copies  of  the  Bible  were  to  be  found  throughout  the  island. 
These  affecting  particulars  excited  in  tlie  breasts  of  these  excellent  young 
men  the  kindest  emotions.  Touched  with  compassion  for  nearly  50,000 
of  their  feUow-ChrisUans,  inhabiting  a  remote  island,  and  destitute  of  those 
sacred  oracles  which  they  so  dearly  prized  and  revered,  Messrs.  Patenon 
and  Henderson  despatched  the  information,  with  which  themselves  had  been 
so  deeply  impressed,  to  their  firiends  in  Scotland;  and  inade  an  earnest 
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Br.  Pinkerton — turns  his  attention  to  the  want  of  Bibles  in  Russia. 


appeal  on  behalf  of  this  interesting  and  destitute  people.  Through  thi» 
circuitous  ehannel  the  intelligence  was  conveyed,  by  a  respectable  corre* 
spondent  in  Edinburgh,  to  the  Committee  of  ^he  BriUsh  and  Foreign  Qible 
Society,  and  thus  the  question  of  administering  aid  to  th?  necessitous  Ice- 
landers was  brought  regularly  and  seriously  before  them. 

'^  Such  were  the  circumstances  to  which  we  are  to  ascribe  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bey.  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Henderson  to  the  notice  and 
the  employment  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  the  ongin 
of  those  exertions,  which,  promoted  by  the  wisdom  and  activity  of  thes^ 
diligent  labourers,  and  fostered  by  the  paternal  care  of  a  benign  and  gra-% 
dous  Providence,  have  terminated  in  measures  so  dignified  and  compre- 
hensive, on  the  part  of  the  Northern  Powers  of  Europe,  for  circulating  the 
Holy  Scriptures  among  the  inhabitants  of  their  r^pective  dominions  *.*' 

2.  Another  invaluable  Agent  of  the  Society  is  thus  intro- 
duced :— 

**'  The  Rev.  Robert  Pinkerton,  like  his  co-a^'utors  in  the  North  of  Europe,^ 
Messrs.  Paterson  and  Henderson,  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated' 
from  his  country  in  May  1805,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Edinburj^ 
Missionary  Society,  in  order  to  serve  as  a  Missionary,  at  the  religious 
settlement  in  the  Caucasus.  In  this  situation  he  continued  at  Karass,  till 
the  state  of  his  health  compelled  him  to  leave  it,  in  September  1808.  In 
the  month  of  March,  1809,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Moscow;  and 
obtained  veiy  honourable  and  advantageous  employment,  as  preceptor  in 
the  fiunilies  of  several  persons  of  distinction. 

^^  While  thus  occupied,  Mr.  Pinkerton  never  lost  sight  of  the  qnritual 
plgect  to  which  he  had  considered  himself  devoted :  and  as  he  had  been 
diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  it  in  one  direction,  he  resolved  to  let  no  oppor- 
tunity escape,  by  which  he  might  be  enabled  to  promote  it  in  another.  In 
this  state  cf  mind,  a  letter  from  Mr.  St^nkopff,  at  the  dose  of  1809,  decided 
him  to  turn  his  attentiqn  to  the  state  of  ^  Scriptures  in  Russia,  and  to 
the  means  of  providing  for  them,  in  that  extensive  empire,  a  more  general 
and  more  effectual  di^mination.  In  the  winter  of  1811,  Mr.  Pinkerton 
had  so  &r  succeeded,  as  to  have  prevailed  upon  some  of  Uie  first  nobiHty 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Society 
in  the  city  of  Moscow.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  the  plan  of  such  an  Insti- 
^tion  was  digested  in  the  Russian  Language ;  and  this  plan,  which  com^ 
prehended  the  Scriptures  in  the  native  Slavonian  as  well  as  the  foreign 
dialects  of  the  empire,  was  to  have  been  submitted  to  his  Imperial  Miyesty 
in  the  ensuing  winter,  and,  in  the  event  of  its  receiving  the  Imperial 
sanction,  the  Society  was  to  be  forthwith  establishedct  Moscow.  Aioious 
fi>r  the  accomplishment  of  thb  important  undertakii^y,  and  encouraged  by 
the  success  of  similar  exertions  both  at  Stockholm  and  Abo,  Mr.  Pii^erton 
was  induced  to  open  a  correspondence  with  Mr*  Paterson,  which  terminated 
in  bringing  them  together  -f-.** 

One  of  the  most  important  tours  undertaken  by  the  Society's 
figents,  was  that  recently  concluded  by  Dr.  Pinkerton.  Leaving 
his  home  and  family  at  St  Petersburg  in  the  spring  of  1818, 
this  devoted  man  proceeded  into  White  Russia,  Samogitia, 
and  Lithuania,  encouraging  and  assisting  the  societies  already 
established,  and  preparing  the  way  for  similar  institutions  in 

'  Owen's  History,  VoLL  p.  340et8eq.        f  ^^V^  VoLII.  p^SSTetse^ 
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Bev.  W.  Jowett— Bev.  C  BurckhardU-Egypt,  S^rria,  Palestine,  &c. 

creatures,  he  will  appreciate  the  value  of  agency  in  a  cause 
Kke  this;  and  acknowledge  the  justice  of  an  observation 
already  made,  that  its  officers  and  advocates  have  been  pr&f 
pared  and  qualified,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  for  the  work 
wherein  they  were  engaged. 

4.  In  another  and  deeply  interesting  portion  of  the  globe, 
comprising  the  eastern  shores  and  islands  pf  die  Mediterra- 
nean, Egypt,  Syria,  and  Palestine,  die  Society  has  derived 
great  advantage  from  die  extensive  travels  and  zealous  labour? 
of  the  Rev.  W.  Jowett  and  C.  Burckhardt.  The  latter,  "  a 
young  man  of  superior  talents,  ardent  piety,  and  the  most 
enterprising  zeal,  passed  somq  time  at  Alexandria  and  Grand 
Cairo ;  and  then  went  to  Jerusalem,  where  he  visited  all  the 
convents  and  public  places,  and  fiimished  them  everywhere 
with  the  Word  of  GocL" — After  succeeding  in  opening  many 
acceptable  channels  for  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  making  various  important  discoveries  in  connexion  with 
this  object  in  different  parts  of  Esypt  and  Syria,  he  was 
suddenly  carried  off,  by  a  fever  at  Aleppo,  firoip  his  work  to 
his  reward  ;  leaving  ''to  his  friends,"  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Malta  Bible  Society  very  properly  observes,  *'  die  memory 
of  an  example,  wluch  must  impel  them  to  redouble  their 
efforts,  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  may  still  have  free  course 
and  be  glorified*." 

5*  As  the  Christian  reader  contemplates  the  disinterested 
zeal  and  perseverance  of  these,  and  many  odier  devoted 
labourers  m  thi^  extensive  field  of  usefulness,  he  will  be 
reminded  of  ^he  great  Aposde  of  die  Gentiles.  Like  him, 
they  steadily  pursued  their  course,  "  in  joumeyinss  ofteny  in 
perils  of  waters^  in  perils  of  rollers,  in  perils  Iry  the  heathen^ 
imperils  in  the  wilderness j  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among 
jfatse  brethren;  in  weariness  and painfulnessy  in  watchings  often^ 
in  hunger  and  thirst ,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness.** 
As  he  follows  die  bright  track  which,  through  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  were  enabled  to  pursue,  he  will 
indeed  be  induced  to  pause  on  die  banks  of  die  Ganges  and  the 
Dahl,  and  to  linger  in  the  v^e  of  Tocat  and  the  plain  of  Aleppo, 
that  he  may  drop  the  tear  of  gratitude  on  the  graves  of  Brown 
and  of  BiiuNNMARK,  of  Mart  YN  and  of  Burckhardt;  but 
he  will  renew  his  survey,  under  the  consoling  reflection,  that 
they  devoted  themselves  to  death  ^*for  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  testimony  of  Jesus  ;** — "  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich ;  as 
having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things.'*     They  have 

•  See  Owen's  History,  Vol.  III.  p.  457  et  seq.  &  479  et  seq.  for  many 
<^er  iateiestiiigparticulanrektive  tothifl  fidthfid  and  indefiitigable  man. 
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Important  nature  of  the  duties  that  devolve  on  Agents. 

entered,  with  Porteus,  and  Buchanan,  and  Milner,  that 
**  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  GocL**  May  then* 
survmng  friends  and  coUeagues,  rich  in  the  same  fedth,  and 
strong  in  the  same  hope,  be  incited,  by  their  example,  td 
renewed  and  persevering  exertion ! 

6.  The  numerous  advantages  derived  firoixi  the  employ- 
ment of  suitable  Agents,  aild  the  extensive  field  which  is  now 
open  to  their  valuable  labours,  render  it  extremely  desirables 
that  a  greater  number  of  individuals^  properly  qualified, 
should  be  engaged  for  this  important  department  Under 
these  considerations,  the  Committee  have  recently  renewed 
their  exertions  to  obtain  additional  aid,  and  with  considerable 
success.  The  following  are  the  accredited  Agents  of  the 
Institution  at  the  present  time,  in.  the  order  of  their  appoint* 
ment:—  ^^^  jy^  Paterson. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hendersoii. 

llev.  Dr.  Pinkerton. 

Mr.  Charles  S*  Dudley; 

Rev.  H.  D.  Leeves.  + 

The  Society  is  also  under  obligations  of  no  common  kind 
to  many  Clerical  and  other  members  of  local  societies,  for 
their  occasionid  a^sii^tance ;  which  has  been  sensibly  felt,  and 
grateftilly  appreciated.  If  Clergymen,  and  other  gentlemen 
who  are  interested  in  the  cause,  would  more  frequently  offer 
their  temporaiy  services  in  visiting  Societies  and  Committees^ 
it  would  materially  prombte  tiie  design  of  the  Iilstitution. 

7.  It  is  difiicult  to  define  with  precision  the  duties  that 
devolve  on  an  accredited  Agent  of  the  Bible  ^Society;  and 
even  the  Annual  Reports,  aiid  Monthly  Extracts  of  Corre- 
spondence, supply  but  a  faint  outiine  of  his  engagements. 
The  re-organization  and  encouragement  of  existing  societies, 
and  that  assistance  in  the  establishment  of  new  ones,  which 
prudence  prescribes  and  experience  suggests,  constitute  the 
more  prominent  feature  in  this  outline.  But  the  labours  of 
an  Agent,  especially  in  reference  to  the  domestic  depart- 
ment, may  be  as  profitably,  though  less  conspicuously  di- 
rected to  me  improvement  of  the  system  of  local  institutions, 

•f  While  this  work  was  prepariiig  for  the  press,  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Charles  WiUiainson,  who  had  recently  been  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Society's  Agents.  He  died  in  the  Isle  of  Samos,  after  a 
short  illness,  on  the  Sth'of  November  1830 ; — thus  adding  another  name  to 
the  list  of  those  who  '^  rut  from  ihnr  iabomrs^*'  but  whose  ''  works  follow 
them-'' 
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Brief  View.^Compendium.-r-Mont]ilj  Extracts  of  Cozresppndence. 

be  truly  yaluable.  Such  a  work,  which  might  be  comprised* 
within  the  compass  of  fifty  or  sixty  pages,  is  at  present  a 
desideratum. 

in.  The  Brief  Fiew^ 

IV.  The  Compendium. 

The  circulation  of  these  papecs  has  been  productive  of 
incalculable  advantage ;  and  they  are  strongly  recommended 
to  National  Bible  Societies,  as  models  of  a  condensed  expo- 
sition of  the  nature,  design,  and  effects  of  their  institutioiu 
As  these  two  valuable  papers  will  be  included  in  the  Appendix, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  describe  them  more  particularly.  They 
should  be  libenul^  distributed  previous  to  the  formation  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society,  and  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  . 
correct  misrepresentation^  or  to  extend  a  knowledge  of  the 
society* 

V.  Monthly  Extracts  of  Correspondence. 

The  introduction  of  this  important  part  of  the  system,  and 
the  beneficial  effects  which  have  followed  its  adoption,  justify 
a  more  particular  consideration  of  its  merits. 

It  had  long  been  the  practice  of  the  Committee,  to  gratify 
the  firiends  of  the  society  with  the  occasional  publication  of 
interesting  and  important  information,  relative  to  the  progress 
and  results  of  the  institution.  The  general  satisfaction 
derived  from  these  communications,  and  the  example  of 
cotemporary  societies  established  for  kindred  purposes,  in-* 
duced  a  persuasion,  that  the  more  regular  periodical  issue 
of  certain  portions,  of  intelligence,  which  the  correspondence 
of  the  society  abundandy  supplied,  would  materially  tend  to 
the  preservation  and  extension  of  an  interest  in  the  common 
efforts  both  abroad  and  at  home.  The  result  has  afforded 
ample  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this  anticipation.  The 
first  number  of  tiie  *' Monthly  Extracts"  was  published  in 
August  1817;  and  was  so  appropriately  and  impressively 
introduced,  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  inserting  the 
following 

<'  ADDRESS  TO  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES,  &C. 

'^  It  appeA  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BiUe  Society, 
to  have  become  hiflfalj  expedient  that  a  plan  should  be  adopted  for  trans- 
mittixw  to  the  vanous  socieUefl  in  connexion  with  the  parent  institution, 
more  frequent  communications  than  liaye  heretofore  been  usual,  of  the  in- 
teresting inteUigenoe  from  time  to  time  received,  relative  to  the  progress 
of  the  great  work  in  which  thsfr  efforts  are  united.  The  Comnuttee 
regard  n,  indeed,  little  less  than  an  act  of  duty,  to  impart  to  the  friends  of 
the  cause,  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  a  portion  of  tiiose  moral  treasuzee 
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Coinmittee*8  Address  relative  to  the  Monthly  Extracts. 

which  are  contiimaU j  flowiDg  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  world ;  and  to 
admit  them  to  share,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  the  enyoyment  of 
those  firuits,  to  the  production  of  which  Uieir  local  exertions  have  so  mate- 
riallj  contributed. 

*^  But  the  Committee,  in  resortinff  to  this  plan,  hare  an  object  beyond 
that  of  conveying  satis&ction  and  deli^^  They  are  deeply  sensible  of 
the  beneficial  influence  produced  upon  their  own  minds,  by  the  communis 
^cations  from  distant  lands,  read  to  them  at  their  periodical  meetings,  both, 
in  exciting  their  gratitude,  and  stimulating  their  exertions ;  and  th^  are 
anxious  to  establish  such  means  of  intercourse  as  may  enable  them  to  ex- 
.tend,  as  widely  as  possible,  theae  salutaiy  impressions.  Experience  has 
taught  them  to  believe,  that  if  extracts  ^om  the  most  interesting  parte 
of  the  society's  correspondence  were  read  in  the  meetings  of  the  Local 
Committees,  and  distributed  among  the  members,  for  the  information  of 
others,  it  would  tend  greatly  to  eimven  the  spirit  of  those  meetings,  and 
to  invigorate  and  expand  the  general  zeaL 

'*  Under  this  conviction,  the  Committee  have  determined  to  issue,  in  the 
last  week  of  every  month,  a  sheet  of  brief  extracts,  from  their  articles  of 
correspondence,  similar  in  form  to  the  present,  with  a  view  to  their  beinff 
Tead  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committees  of  the  different  Auxiliary  and 
Branch  Sodeties  and  Bible  Associations,  and  distributed  among  \h&x 
officers,  members  of  Committee,  and  gratuitous  collectors. 

*^  These  Extracts  will  be  transmitted  to  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary 
Sodeties,  who  are  earnestly  requested  to  forward,  without  delay,  a  due 
proportion  of  the  present,  and  of  all  succeeding  numbers,  to  the  secre* 
taries  of  the  sevenl  Branch  Sodeties  and  Associations  within  their  respec- 
tive districts,  so  as  to  ensure  the  receipt  of  them  in  time  fbr  the  meetings 
'  in  each  ensuing  month. 

*^  The  Committee  antidpate  much  good  flrom  this  measure,  if  their  views 
ere  followed  up  by  their  friends  in  the  country ;  and  they  trust  they  may 
reckon  upon  a  diligent  and  punctual  co-operation  from  the  Auxiliary 
Societies,  in  giving  it  effect  in  the  manner  suggested* 

**  As  Auxiuary  Sodeties  may  expect  to  derive  considerable  accesdon  of 
strength,  and  even  of  pecuniary  advantage,  by  circulating,  and  encouraging 
their  Branch  Sodeties  and  Bible  Associations  to  circulate,  copies  of  these 
papers,  Ipreatly  beyond  the  extent  which  the  Parent  Committee  would  con- 
sider themselves  authorised  gratuitously  to  furnish,  providon  will  be  made 
for  an  extra  demand ;  and  Auxiliary  Sodeties  may,  for  that  purpose,  be 
supplied  with  any  quantity,  on  application  to  the  Depodtary,  Mr.  Cockle, 
at  the  Sodety's  House,  Earl  Street,  Blackfiriars,  at  the  rate  of  Four  shil- 
lings per  hundred,  provided  the  order  fbr  them  be  recdved  within  the 
month  immediately  following  the  date  of  each  number." 

The  best  eyidence  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  paper 
is  received  diroughout  the  numerous  affiliated  societies^  will 
be  found  in  the  fiict,  that  40,000  copies  are  scarcely  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  monthly  demands. — In  many  associations,  and 
especially  in  those  conducted  by  ladies,  every  free  contri« 
.  butor  of  half-^a-guinea  or  upwards  per  annum  is  presented 
with  a  copy  monthly,  and  to  regular  subscribers  of  smaller 
sums  they  are  lent  for  perusal.  The  following  extracts  are 
selected  from  a  great  variety  of  testimonies  in  £Eivour  of  this 
measure: — 

''  The  Monthly  Extracts  from  the  coRespondenoe  of  the  Biitiih  tad 
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Testimonies  to  the  advantages  of  ^e  Monthlj  Extiracts. 

Foreign  Bible  Societj  continue  to  be  drcukted  by  this  association,  and 
appear  to  interest  the  lower  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  The  collectors  have  in 
some  instances  been  reminded  by  the  free  subscribers,  that  they  regard  th^ 
regular  petusal  of  them  as  their  privilege  and  their  right,  while  iJiey  continue 
to  suppoH  the  cause.**— Hampstead  wad  Hiohoate  Fmarik  JmnuU  RepvrU 

^^  The  portion  of  the  correspondence  published  monthly  by  the  Committeb 
of  the  Parent  Society  afibrds  much  true  delight,  and  creates  ffeneral  interest. 
It  is  reported  by  one  of  the  District  Committees,  that  '  a  bttle  boy  was  so 
much  delighted  on  reading  one  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  that  he  imme- 
diately  requested  his  mother,  at  whose  house  it  had  been  left,  to  allow  him 
to  give  the  penny  a  week,  which  he  had  to  buy  cakes,  Ac  to  the  Bibte 
Society,  which  was  readily  complied  with  ;*  and  he  is  now  a  free  subscriber 
to  the  Ladies*  Bible  Associiition.**— NoaTBAXPTOK  Sectmd  Annual  Report, 

^  You  would  be  surprised  to  see  the  avidity  with  which  the  Monthly 
Extracts  are  read,  among  the  more  sober  and  intelligent  of  the  poor  of  ot^ 
several  districts.  The  greatest  difficulty  in  an  Association  is,  to  keep  up  the 
interest,  and  consequently  the  subscriptions  of  the  small  weekly  nree  con» 
tributors.  This  drfficuUy  u  rnoit  rffectunUy  met  by  the  eonstant  and  tystematif 
eirculafion  nf  the  AfontAty  Bxtracit,  One  or  two  of  our  subscribers  have  ex- 
pressed their  disappointment  and  regret  in  very  strong  terms,  when  they 
have  been  accidentally  passed  over  by  the  Collectors.*' 

Letter  from  the  Plymouth  Minute  Secretary^  Jan,  1820. 

^'  The  interesting  intelligence,  and  solid  advantages,  which  have  beeli 
derived  from  the  Monthly  Extracts  issued  by  the  Parent  Society,  have 
come  under  the  grateful  observation  of  your  Committee.  The  benefits  have 
been  considerably  increased  by  the  judicious  plan  adopted  by  the  Ladies* 
Committee,  of  circulating  them  among  the  free  subscribers,  subsequent  to 
their  perusal  at  the  Committee  meeting.  The  good  efiects  of  this  measure 
are  sufficient  to  justify  your  Committee  in  earnestly  recommending  its 
-  continued  use  and  universal  adoption***— HoasH am  F\ftk  Amnwal  Repert.   : 

The  certain  publication  of  these  extracts  on  the  last  day  of 
every  month,  causes  them  to.  be  anticipated  vith  joy  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Often  has  the  author  beheld  the 
mechanic  or  the  peasant  seated,  after  the  labours  of  the  day, 
in  the  midst  of  his  family,  listening  with  eager  interest,  as  hia 
wife  or  child  read  this  announcement  ot^^good  news  from  a 
far  country,'^  or  the  triumphs  of  the  Bible  in  his  native  land : 
and  more  Uian  once  has  ne  heard  the  humble  dwelling  re* 
sound  with  the  accents  of  ^praise  and  gratitude  to  God,  who 
had  enabled  its  lowly  inmates  to  co-operate  in  so  great  and 
glorious  a  work!  Surely,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  when 
Sir  different  puUications  are  so  widely  circulated,  it  is  a  sub- 
ject for  congratulation,  that  this  is  added  to  the  list  of  })erid- 
dical  antidotes  to  the  poison  of  infidelity  and  sedition. 

The  example  of  the  Parent  Institution,  in  this,  as  in  other 
tespects,  was  speedily  followed,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  published  its  first  Monthly 
Sheet  in  November  ISlfr; — 9l  quartierly  selection  of  Ex- 
tracts in  the  Welsh  language,  printed  at  Bala,  commenced  it 
Michaalmas  1819; — and   the  important  continental  tour'  of 
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The  plan  adopted  in  Ireland,  Switzerland,  and  Denmark. 


the  Clerical  Secretary,  in  the  autumn^of  1818,  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  similar  expedient  at  Geneya,  Bisle,  and  other 
pWes  in  Germany^  on  an  extensive  and  systematic  scale. 

The  following  extracts  will  afford  satisfactoiy  evidence, 
that  ihe  beneficnl  effects  of  the  measure  now  under  conside- 
ration are  not  confined  to  our  oWn  country : — 

**  The  German  tranaLation  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  has  heen  attended 
trith  very  conmderable  advantages.  Copies  of  them  have  been  widely  drcu. 
kted  boUi  in  Switaerknd  and  €reimany  $  and  the  perusal  of  them  has 
tended  greatiy  to  dispel  pnjudioe,  to  encourage  exertion,  and  to  excite,  in 
those  who  before  were  languid  or  indifierent,  a  degree  of  zeal  which  pro* 
mises  the  happiest  fruits.  Your  Committee  cannot  forbear  citing,  as  iUus- 
trative  of  the  general  spirit  of  these  remarks,  the  liberality  of  a  cairrier,  who 
voluntarily  transported  from  Bftsle  to  Zurich  several  packages  of  Bibles, 
destined  for  Chur,  of  nearly  80  cwt.,  without  receiving  any  compensation. 

*^  Of  the  Geneva  Bible  Society,  your  Committee  will  speak  in  the  brief 
but  satisfiictQKy  statement  pf  its  excellent  President.  ^  Our  biblical  labours 
proceed  well :  thanks  to  your  powerful  support  The  translation  of  the 
sheets  of  correspondence  is  attended  with  success ;  and  the  transmission  of 
them  into  France  appears  to  have  produced  great  benefit*  **  * 

JBxiraei  0/tt  LtUwr  frm/i  the  Rev,  Dr.  HsimBmsoK ;  daitd  Copekhagkit, 
4prii  30^1919. 
^  It  must  have  given  you  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  a  Monthly  Paper  has 
been  prqjected,  somewhat  aiudogoos  to  your  Monthly  Extracts.    The  Com- 
mittee look  to  your  Extracts  as  the  principal  source  whence  to  draw  the 
most  interesting  matter  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  Society.*' f 

It  was  finally  decided  by  the  Committee  of  the  Danish  ■ 
Bible  Society,  to  adopt  the  measure;  and  the  publication  has 
regularly  appearedi  m  monthly  succession,  since  the  close  of 
1819,  with  the  best  effects. 

Bxtraa  rfa  iMUrfnm  ikt  JZsv.  Thsophii.us  Blumbaxdt;  Ai/e4BASLE> 
lUeember  1,  1819. 
**  An  expedient  which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  has  been  evidently 
greatly  instrumental  in  furthering  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies  iir  Germany, 
by  diffusing  information  of  the  most  encouraging  kind,  are  the  Monthly 
Extracts,  o£  which  1000  oopies  are  eveiy  month  ginng  finrth  into  the 
German  world.  They  have  proved  a  bond  of  fraternal  union  among  the 
different  institutions ;  and  from  every  quarter  we  receive  the  expressions  of 
the  warmest  gratitude  for  this  blessed  gift  of  the  honoured  Parent  Society. 
Mr.  Brdtmger  assured  me,  that  these  sheets  had  paved  the  way  for  thdr 
society  appearing,  now,  befiive  a  public  better  prepared  to  appiedate  its 
Olgect  and  tendency.  In  Bem^  and  in  the  whole  of  WUrtemba:g,  they  are 
r«id  in  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  different  associations,  which  are 
daily  gaining  more  consistency  and  regularity.  Thousands  among  the 
wealthy  and  the  poor  have,  by  these  dieets,  been  brought  to  co-operate 
with  Bible  Societies,  who  had  not  before  manifiasted  any  interest  in  the 

*  Sixteenth  Beport  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  xxxi  Sl 
XXXV.  About  1 0,000  copies  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  are  printed  at  Bdsle ;  of 
which  7000  are  ija.  German,  and  the  Temainder  in  .French. 

t  Sixteenth  Bepoii,  Appendix,  p.  &j^ 
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American  Quarterly  Extracts. — Russian  Monthlj  Paper  of  Bustneas. 

cause.    May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  the  noble  Pai«nt  Institution,  for 
this,  as  well  as  for  so  many  proofe  of  its  Christian  solicitude  l*** 

jPVwN  IA«  Secretary  of  the  Gotbeitbuko  Bible  Soetet^y  dated  Sept.  30, 1819- 
*^  I  request  you  to  send  us  the  following  numbers  of  your  Monthly  Ex- 
tracts $  namely,  1,  S,  8, 4,  S,  10,  1 1,  18,  19,  and  2S  ;  which  we  either  have 
not  received,  or  lost  by  frequently  lending  them  to  fiiends :  these  extrada 
are  so  edifying,  and  so  adapted  to  awaken  an  interest  for  the  Bible  cause, 
that  a  complete  collection  of  them  would  be  considered  a  truly  yaluable  gift***t 

'    Firom  a  GenitemaH  in  Uppeb  Cavadx,  dated  KnrMTOx,  Jamtary  1 9, 1890* 

*^  Our  friends  in  England  are  not  generally  able  to  form  an  adequate 
Idea  of  the  happiness  the  minority  of  British  Quistians  abroad  experience, 
on  learning  tite  progress  of  that  Institution,  upon  which  the  greatest  part  of 
the  worid  are  lookuig  with  solidtude  fer  its  utmost  success.  From  every 
quarter  we  are  asked  for  the  sheets  of  Monthly  Extracts,  which  ffve  great 
aatisfiurtion."! 

Hvm  the  nirdAnmuit  Report  ^ iMe  Aurkicax  Bibls  Society,  1819. ' 
**"  Believing  that  in  proportion  as  the  public  mind  is  infinmed,  public 
feeling  will  be  exdted  and  a  corresponding  activity  produced  on  behalf  of 
Bible  Sodetiea,  the  Board  of  Managers  have  directed  the  publication  of  a 
periodical  work,  entitled  *^  Qmrterly  Extracts.**  The  good  effects  of  tl^s 
measure  have  already  been  felt ;  and  the  Board  would  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  the  members  of  the  society,  the  expediency  of  contributing, 
by  their  example  and  influence,  to  the  circulation  and  perusal  of  the  pub^ 


.  The  Comnuttee  of  the  Hussion  Bible  SociV/y— never  the  laat 
to  adopt  any  measure  for  consolidating  and  extending  the 
interests  of  the  cause — ^perceived  the  numerous  advantages 
of  this  plan  at  a  very  early  period,  and  regularly  bsue  a 
montibly  **  Paper  of  business,  similar  in  its  tendency  and 
enfects* 

A  monthly  publication  at  Berlin,  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies,  regularly  gives  a  trans* 
lation  of  die  "  Monthly  Extracts'*  as  printed  in  London, 
frhich  are  thus  circulated  throughout  the  Prussian  dominions. 

The  good  effects  produced  by  these  publications  is  spoken 
of  in  strong  terms  by  correspondents  from  every  quarter: 
diey  are  stated  to  have  contributed  more  than  any  thing  else 
towards  convincing  those  who  were  previously  adverse  or 
indifferent,  removing  prejudice,  and  securing  the  good-will 
and  co-operation  of  many  who  formerly  kept  at  a  distance. 

The  **  Monthly  Extracts**  are  published,  as  h^  been 
already  stated,  on  the  last  day  of  every  month,  and  are  suc- 
cessively numbered  and  dated :  they  are  regularly  forwarded 


*  Sixteenth  Keport,  Appendix,  p.  SO. 

f  Ibid.  p.  141.  I  mi  p.  ^3, 
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to  all  the  Auxiliary  Societies  within  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  transmitted  to  kindred  institutions  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  It  should 
be  an  object  of  particular  attention  with  the  Committees  of 
all  these  societies,  that*  their  Branches  and  Associations  are 
re^pilarly  supplied  with  copies ;  and  a  degree  of  liberality  in 
this  respect  will  be  found  highly  condudve  to  die  interests  of 
the  respective  national  institutionsi  as  weU  as  to  those  of 
reliffion  and  morality. 

Were  every  National  and  Central  Bible  Society  to  adopt 
this  admirable  plan^  i^id  publish  a  monthlv  sheet  of  corre- 
spondence and  transactions,  the  results  would  be  incalculably 
beneficial.  Circulated  throughout  all  iheir  sSBliated  insti- 
tutions, and  a  copy  sent  to  every  National  Bible  Society 
throughout  the  world,  the  spirit  of  Christian  union  aiid. be- 
nevolence would  gradually  extend ;— the  tidings  that  filled  a 
British  heart  with  gratitude  and  joy,  would  produce  a  respon- 
sive glow  of  delight  at  5/.  Petersburg  and  Calcutta;  and  the 
notes  of  praise  that  arose  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  or 
the  St.  Lawrence^  be  resounded  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic 
and  the  Caspian^  While  the  press  is  employed  in  proclaim- 
ing, with  almost  electrical  rapidity,  throughout  the  world,  the 
foUies  and  the  vices  of  mankind,  let  us  endeavour  to  conse- 
crate it  to  the  duty  of  annouiicing  to  all  kindreds,  nations, 
tongues,  and  people,  tub  bloodless  tiiixjmphs  of  the 
Prince  OF  Peace. 

3.  Under  the  class  of  Occasional  publications,  a  numerous 
&t  of  valuable  documents,  speeches,  addresses,  &c.  maybe 
included ;  the  design  and  eflfect  of  which  are  thus  deserib^ 
by  the  sodety's  historian  :-^ 

^  Another  cftuse  of  the  increased  impression,  whidi  has  been  observed  as 
characteristic  of  this  era  of  the  society  (18111—1813)  nw  the  prodigious 
distrlbation  of  certain  minor  publicatioiDs,  adapted  to  explain  its  principles, 
snd  to  confute  the  olgections  wliich,  under  different  forms,  were  indus- 
triously dicukted  with  a  view  to  its  prejudice,  and,  were  that  possible,  to 
its  extinction.  This  plan,  which  was  devised  and  conducted  by  Richard 
Phillips,  Esq.  consisted  in  selecting  such  speeches,  addresses,  or  other  com* 
-positions,  as  were  considered  to  be  popular  and  impressive,  and  dispersing 
them,  by  means  of  a  private  aubscriptioo,  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
which  required  to  be  brought  into  a  state  of  excitement,  or  to  be  ibrtified 
against  the  influence  of  sophistry  and  misrepresentation.  To  these  causes 
«— the  r^ular  publications  of  the  Parent  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries,  the 
.  inroductions  arising  out  of  the  existing  controversy,  and  the  minor  pieces 
thiown  into  circulation  by  private  Ubmlity,  all  co-operating  in  their  several 
degrees — we  are  to  ascribe,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  that  rapid 
growth  of  the  institution  which  exhibited,  between  its  eighth  and  ninth 
anniversary,  an  addition  of  seventy-five  new  establishments  to  the  number 
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of  its  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  an  advancement  of  its  income,  through  that 
channel,  from  £.24,813.  5t.  to  £.55,099.  3#.  lOdL"  • 

Several  of  those  papers  will  be  more  particularly  alluded  to> 
in  reference. to  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Associations;  and  such 
.of  them  as  have  been  found  most  useful  will  be  included  in 
the  Appendix.  *  * 

With  regard  to  those  more  voluminous  works  which  ex- 
plain and  defend  the  principle  and  practice  of  the  society^  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  they,  do  not  fall  within  the 
scQpe  of  the  author*s  design.  His  pages  might,  indeed,  be 
easily  enridied  by  quotations  from  the  masterly  productions 
of  Dealtry,  Milner,  Yansittart,  Owen,  Cunningham,  Otter, 
.Cooper,  Gisborne,  and  many  other  advocates  of  the  insti- 
tution ;  but  the  reader  will  find  this  part  of  the  subject  so 
ably  treated  in  the  History  of  the  Society,  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  him  to  those  interesting  volumes. 


SECTION  IX. 

FOREIGN  NATIONAL  SOCIETIES. 

1.  Having  considered,  under  the  preceding  heads,  those 
various  means  and  instruments  to  which  the  Parent  Institution 
is  indebted  for  her  extraordinary  success,  it  h  necessary  to 
take  a  review  of  those  kindred  societies  which  owe  their 
establishment  to  her  s|>lendid  example,  and  her  munificent 
liberality.  In  discharging  this  duty,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary 
to  premise,  that  the  manners  and  habits  of  foreign  nations 
-*-with  the  single  exception  of  the  United  States  of  America-— 
preclude  a  perfect  assimilaition  to  the  system  adopted  in  our 
own  countrv,  although  the  object  of  eiH  their  Bible  institutions 
is  identified  with  that  of  the  Parent  Society.  Whether  tlie 
suggestions  respectfully  submitted  in  the  present  work  be 
apphcable  to  continental  establishments,  it  is  not  for  the 
author  to  decide ;  but  having  no  reason  to  suppose  that  their 
organization  is  more  complete  than  that  of  many  of  our  do- 
.^estic  societies,  he  is  induced,  from  experience,  to  believe 
that  an  improvement  in  this  respect  will  be  eminently  con- 
ducive to  their  extension  and  success. 

2.  Without  entering  into  a  detailed  statement  of  those 
causes  which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  numerous  foreign 
tsocieties,  it  cannot  be  uninteresting  to  observe,  that  the  first 
of  these  institutions  was  established  in  a  country  which  has 
been  emphatically  termed  the  Cradle  of  the  Reformation. 

.   •  Owen's  Hist  of  the  lirit.  and  I'or.  Bible  Society,  VoL  II.  p.  203  et  seq. 
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First  Foreign  Society  eetabliahed  at  Nuremberg. — ^Berlin. 

.Tbe  importance  of  this  conimencenient  justifies  the  insertion 
of  the  following  extract  j— 

^'  The  communication  which  had  taken  place  with  certain  individuals  of 
piety  and  influence  in  the  imperial  city  of  Nusemberg,  led  to  the  propo- 
sition of  nanting  a  donation  of  £,  100  from  the  British  and  Fore^  Bible 
Society,  m  the  event  of  a  similar  institution  being  founded  in  that  place. 
The  result  of  this  proposition  was,  the  establishment  of  the  first  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  The  foundation  of  it  was  hiid  on  the  10th  of  May  1804; 
and  the  pious  simplicity  of  the  correspondent  on  whom  it  devolved  to  take 

'  the  lead  in  the  transaction,  gives  a  pleasing  interest  to  the  following  stat^ 
ment  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected : — *  We  cannot  but  return  you 
our  most  J^umble  thanks  for  having  encouraged  us  in  the  most  liberal  manner 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  this  excellent  work  of  lov&  While  reading  your 
kind  invitation  and  offer,  I  was  deeply  impressed  with  that  scripture-» 
7Vv  beckoned  to  their  partners  which  were  in  the  other  $Mp,  that  thejf  should 
come  and  help  them  ;  and  they  came  and  /UUd  both  ships,  so  that  they  began 
to  #tiiA.-->Your  letter  afforded  me  so  much  joy,  that  I  could  not  contain 

.  myself  but  immediately  went  to  the  Rev.  John  Godfiried  Sdioener,  one 
of  the  most  respectable  ministers  of  our  dty,  in  order  to.  communicate 
to  him  the  jojrftil  news  finom  a  ftr  country.  He  was  no  less  affected 
than  mysdtf  t  and  we  agreed  to  appoint  a  meeting  of  Christian  friends 
on  'Ascension  Day,  at  which  we  unanimously  resolved  to  unite  ifx  the 
formation  of  a  Bible  Society,  and,  by  a  printed  letter,  to  invite  our 
Christian  Mends  tfarou^out  Germany  and  Switzerland  to  assist  us  in  so 
Boble  an  undertaking.'  This  Address  was  soon  after  i»ued ;  and  while  the 
generosity  of  England  was  warmly  commended,  and  held  up  as  an  «xampl«> 
on  animated  apj^sl  was  made  to  the  reverers  of  the  Bible,  ^  which  yet 
remains  the  Bible  oi  aU  religious  parties,*  to  lend  their  aid  in  promoting  its 
distribution.  '  The  inherent  value  of  the  book,  the  religious  wants  of  the 
people,  the  critical  dicumstanoes  of  the  times,  the  present  tranquillity  of 
the  states,'  together  with  other  cogent  reasons,  were  seriously  urged,  as 
^  loudly  calling  for  attention  to  this  important  undertaking.'  "* 

The  seat  of  the  German  Bible  Society  was  subseqiiently 
removed  to  Basle,  with  the  cordial  consent  of  all  the  parties 
concerned ;  and  no  similar  institution  on  the  continent  has 
evinced  a  greater  degree  of  prudence,  ardour,  and  efficiency. 

3.  The  estabfishment  of  this  institution  was  followed,  in 
the  commencement  of  1806,  by  thaft  of  the  Berlin  Bibl^ 
Society. 

'^  No  fire  burns  upon  the  altar  of  the  Loud,  without  spreading  its  flames 
around.  This  fire  has  also  extended  its  flames.  The  sed  of  (£ristiaiis  i% 
£ngland  has  also  infused  itself  into  the  hearts  of  Christiana  in  Qemumy." 

Such  was  tiie  language  of  the  Berlin  BiUe  Socie^,  in  an 
admirable  Address  issued  soon  after  its  formation,  ^'  To  the 
Christians  of  the  Prussian  States."  This  address  was  en^ 
closed  in  an  excellent  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Jaenioke  to 
the  Kinff  of  Prussia;  and  the  following  reply  gave  the  sane* 
tion  of  Koyal  approbation  to  the  in&nt  society: — 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol  L  p.  1 11  et  seq. 
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^  It  is  with  real  ntis&ction  that  I  diwover,  from  joiir  letter  of  the  7th 
of  February  and  the  inclosed  Address,'  the  laudable  endeavours  of  t^e 
.  Prussian  Bible  Sodetj,  for  the  gratuitous  and  cheap  distribution  of  the 
Bible  to  the  poor  of  ray  dominions ;  and  while  I  render  justice  to  jour 
particular  merit  in  promoting  such  an  uaefbl  institution,  I  transmit  to  jou, 
at  the  same  time,  SO  Frederick  d*ors,  as  an  addition  to  its  fiinds. 

^*  I  am  your  gracious  King, 
"  February  11, 1806.  **  Feedbrick  Willum.'* 

This  institution  may  he  considered  as  the  germ  of  the 
Central  Prussian  Bible  Society,  established  in  the  summer  of 
.1814,  on  a  more  regular  and  systematic  basis. 

4.  The  first  institution  of  a  kindred  nature  on  the  Western 
Continent^  was  the  Philadelfhia  Bible  Society,  established 
in  December  1808  :— 

^  The  intelligence  was  officially  announced,  in  terms  which  ascribed  the 
inrmation  of  the  Fhiladelphia  Bible  Society  to  the  example  and  influence  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^  and  respectftilly  and  a£fectionately 
deferred  to  it  as  to  a  patroness  anda  parent.  In  an  admirable  Address,  the 
ihanagers  of  this  first  American  Society  imfolded  their  views,  with  regard 
to  the  origin  and  design  of  their  institution.  Its  origin  (as  has  already  been 
mentioned)  they  attribute  *'  to  the  example  offered,  and  the  efforts  made,  by 
ihe  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.*—^  From  the  time  (they  say)  that  it 
was  known  in  this  dty,  it  attracted  the  marked  attention  of  several  persons, 
accustomed  to  take  an  interest  in  whatever  is  calculated  to  extend  the  influ- 
ence of  revealed  truth.  It  was  immediately  seen,  that  the  necessity  for  such 
«n  institution  was  the  same  here  as  in  Europe ;  and  that  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe,  that,  if  suitable  exertions  were  made,  it  could  not  fidl  of 
aneouragement.'  After  assigning  their  reasons  for  choosing  their  limited  de> 
Mgnatimi)  they  express  a  hope,  ^  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  they  shall 
see  institutions,  similar  to  their  own,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  in  the  cities 
«f  New  Haven,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Bichmond,  and  Savannah,  and  in  the 
town  of  Lexington  and  the  state  of  Kentucky.*  And  they  assert,  that 
they  *  will  at  alf  times  be  ready  cordiaUy  to  greet,  as  a  mster  institution,  every 
JBtble  Society,  in  whatever  pbce  or  pait  of  their  country  it  shall  appear.*  '*  * 

'  The  hope  thus  expressed  l^  the  friends  of  the  cause  in 
Fhiladelphia  was  speedily  realoed,  in  the  fonnation  of  nu- 
merous Bible  Societies  throughout  the  United  States ;  but  it 
was  not  until  die  spring  of  1817  that  the  greater  number  of 
Aeae  insulated  establismnents  were  connected,  **  with  a  har- 
mony and  unanimity  almost  unparalleled  in  so  large  a  body/ 1 
as  Auxiliaries  to  a  national  institution  under  the  appropriate 
designation  of  the  American  Biblb  SoaETY.      ' 

5.  It  has  been  observed  by  the  historian  of  the  society, 
that  ''  almost  every  thinff  that  is  wise  and  efficient  in  the 
practical  departments  of  the  institution,  has  arisen  out  of 

•  Owen's  History,  VoL  L  p.  899  et  seq^ 

t  See  Letter  from  the  President,  Thirteenth  Beport  of  the  British  sod 
Foreign  Bible  Society— Appendix,  Na  xv. 
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accidental  and  extemporaneous  discussion/'  Of  the  truth  of 
this  observation,  many  striking  evidences  will  be  adduced  in 
the  following  pages  ;  but  in  no  instances  is  it  more  remark- 
able,  than  in  the  origin  of  foreign  societies ;  their  progressive 
approach  towards  national  or  central  institutions;  and  the 
improvement  of  the  system  on  which  they  were  originally 
constituted. 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  formation  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  design  was  conceived  of  affording 
encouragement,  by  pecuniary  grants,  to  the  formation  of 
Bible  Societies  on  the  continent,  in  preference  to  granting 
immediate  relief  by  limited  and  merely  temporary  supplies 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments.  The  results  of  this  suggestion,  aa 
beheld  in  the  success  of  more  than  600  foreign  societies, 
afford  an  incontestable  proof  of  its  wisdom ;  while  the  increase 
of  that  success  has  'been  in  direct  proportion  to  the  decree 
in  which  the  constitution  of  those  societies  has  approadied 
that  of  their  common  parent.  In  the  instances  already  xe* 
ferred  to,  and  in  those  of  the  Stockholm,  Abo,  PbtbrsburGj 
and  many  other  societies  subsequentiy  established,  the  design 
of  a  general  national  institution  does  not  appear  to  have 
entered  into  the  contemplation  of  tiie  original  projectors,  but 
to  have  been  the  result  of  casual  observation  or  accidental 
circumstance. 

The  improvements  which  have,  from  time  to  time,  taken 
place  in  their  constitution  and  modes  of  proceeding,  may  be 
traced  to  similar  causes ;  and  although  the  object  and  prin-- 
ciple  of  the  parent  society  appear  to  be  distinctly  recognised 
by  all,  it  may  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  the  system  Q{%oiD& 
be  not  susceptible  of  a  yet  greater  degree  of  improvement 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  part  of  the  subject,  tiie  Cohstitu^ 
tions  of  the  Russian  and  American  Societies  are  selected. 

&  The  St'  Petersburg  Society  was  established  on  the 
SSd-of  January  181S ;  and  celebrated  its  first  anniversary  on 
the  S6tii  of  September  1814,  when  its  designation  was  changed 
to  that  of  tiie  Russian  Bible  Society.  The  plan  of  Sua 
remarkable  institution  cannot  be  more  appropriately  intro* 
duced,  than  by  the  Imperial  Ukase,  permitting  the  formation 
of  the  society,  of  which  the  follo^g  is  a  translation: — 

MEMORIAL,  most  humbly  submitted  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  by  the 
^  Director^General  of  the  Spiritual  Concerns  of  the  Foreign  Churches, 

Peiershtrfs^  J>ee.  6,  1819*     Old  Sfyt^ 
The  Britiah  and  FfjiTeigii  Bible  Society,  the  design  of  which  is  to  spread 
the  doctrines  of  the  %[o1t  Scriptures  in  different  languages  and  among 
various  nationa,  being  fully  convinced  thst^  in  tho  BuaSan  £mpb:e^  quuiy 
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The  £mperor*8  approbation.— Rules  of  the  Russian  Bible  Sodetj. 

philanthropic  Chtistiahs  will  he  found  who  are  desirous  to  advance  th^  tem- 
poral and  eternal  welfiure  of  their  fellow-creaturea,  has  requested  one  of  its 
members,  the  Rev.  J.  Paterson,  to  promote  the  establishment  of  a  Bible 
Society  in  St  Petersburg,  provided  it  should  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
your  Imperial  Migesty. 

The  proposal  of  Mr.  Pateraon  has  induced  many  persons  to  express  a  wish 
that  a  Bible  Society  mi^t  actually  be  formed  in  this  cajntal;  being  persuaded 
that  such  an  institution  would  prove  highly  beneficial,  and  being  desirous 
themselves  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  same.  Influenced  by  sentiments 
like  these,  Mr.  Paterson  has  presented  to  me  a  Plan  for  the  formation  of 
such  a  society,  and  requested  me  to  lay  it  before  your  Imperial  Mi^jesty, 
*and  to  intreat  your  most  gracious  sanctiim  of  the  proposed  measurfiw 

While  the  printing  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  Slavonic  language,  for 
the  use  of  the  Professors  of  the  Russian  Greek  religion,  is  to  iremain  under 
the  sole  and  exclusive  controul  of  the  Holy  Synod,  I  consider  the  above- 
mentioned  Plan  truly  useftd  for  the  dissemination  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment among  the  professon  of  foreign  churches  resident  in  Russia,  by  oiabling 
the  less  wesdthy  to  purchase  copies^  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  by  supplying  the 
poor  gratuitously.  ,  ^ 

Encouraged  by  the  sanction  which  your  Imperial  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  give  to  the  Bible  Society  lately  fbrmed  at  Abo,  I  feel  em- 
boldened to  present  this  Plan  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  for  examination;  and 
to  submit  it  to  your  most  gracious  oonsideratiim.  Whether  your  Itt^perial 
Majesty  may  not  think  proper  to  direct,  that  the  Plan  su^^ted  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  for  the  formation  of  a  simSar  institution 
in  Petersburg,  on  the  principles  therein  stated,  should  be  carried  into 
execution. 

(Signed)  PuKCB  Alxxavdee  Galitzik. 

Approved  by  His  Imperial  M^^yesty,  who  subscribed  with  his  own  hand, 

"  Be  it  SO.       ALEXANDER."  • 


PLAN  of  the  Petersburg  Bible  Society^  wUh  its  Rules  V  Regulations. 

L  The  toleol^tci  of  this  Society  shall  be,  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment, 

II.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  all  such  persons  (of  whatever  religious 
persuasion  they  may  be)  as,  convinced  of  tiie  usefolhess  of  difibsing  the 
Holy  Scriptures  among  aU  ranks  and  classes  of  people,  but  more  especially 
among  the  poor,  are  willing  to  join  the  same,  and  to  co-operate  in  its 
exertions. 

III.  As  in  the  extensive  Russian  Empire,  besides  the  established  Russian 
Greek  Church,  all  other  Christian  denominations  are  tolerated,  the  profes- 
aors  of  which,  being  of  difibrent  nations,  speak  severally  their  own  languages, 
the  principal  aim  of  the  society  shall  be  directed  to  the  difiusion  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  among  the  Christian  inhabitants  of  these  countries  in  their  own 
vernacular  tongues.  But  should  the  society  be  fomished  with  sufficient 
means,  it  shall  extend  its  benevolent  views  to  supply  the  Asiatic  tribes  of 
Russia,  who  profess  the  Mahometan  or  Heathen  rel^on,  with  the  same^ 
each  people  in  its  peculiar  dialect. 

IV.  In  order  to  procure  for  the  society  the  needful  means  to  enable  it  to 
print  the  Scriptures  in  various  languages,  and  defray  all  current  expenses,  a 

*  Ninth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  App.  No.  xxxii. 
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Bules  and  R^pUations  of  the  Husnan  Bible  Society. 

mibocription  aball  be  madei  which  is  open  to  every  one,  not  only  in  St  P^ten- 
buig,  but  all  over  the  empire.  This  aubscription  may  be  renewed  every 
year,  while  donations  will  be  received  at  all  times.  Every  one  who  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  undertaking  of  the  todety,  by  subecriptions  or  dona, 
tionsy  will  be  conmdered  one  of  its  membera. 

For  the  commencement  and  encoun^geBient  of  such  a  sodefy,  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  destined  the  sum  of  500t,  which  will  form  part 
of  its  fundi.  The  said  society  has  also  declafsd  its  readiness  to  contributie 
fbxther  aaristance,  if  circumstances  should  appear  to  require  it. 

Y.  A  Committee  shall  be  chosen,  consisting  of  a  President,  two  or  moi« 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasiuer,  two  SecntaiiM,  and  six  or  more  Direct<»E% 
five  of  whom,  with  the  President^  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidenta,  are  compe. 
tent  to  transact  business. 

VI.  The  President,  Vioe-Pr«8ident8,Treemner,  Secretaries,  and  Birectori, 
shall  be  chosen  from  amongthe  members  of  the  Society. 

VII.  Half  of  the  XHrectors  shaU  go  out  annually.  From  the  other  half; 
aucb  as  have  most  frequently  attend^  the  meetings  of  the  past  year  may  Ite 
re-elected. 

VIIL  There  shall  be  pn  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  which  a  new  Committee  is  to  be  chosen,  the  Accounts 
presented,  and  a  report  made  of  the  transactions  of  the  past  year ;  which 
Beport^  together  witii  an  authenticated  atatement  of  the  income  and  expen- 
diture of  the  society,  and  a  list  of  subscribers  and  bene&ctors,  Ib  to  le 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

IX.  TheX!^mmittee  is  authorised,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  to  call  a 
Special  General  Meetans  of  the  society.  The  Committee  has  it  in  charge  to 
devise  the  best  means  of  frirthering  its  designs,  to  exert  itself  in  procuring 
an  inc];ease  of  members,  and  to  appoint,  from  its  number,  Sub-Committees  in 
various  parts  of  the  empire,  which  are  to  be  dependent  on  the  General  Com- 
mittee, and  actively  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  its  views.  The  Committee 
haa  also  to  attend  to  the  augmentation  and  security  of  the  funds  of  the 
society,  and  to  the  most  economical  expenditure  of  the  money,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Bibles,  or  the  printing  of  new  editions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in 
various  languages. 

X.  The  Committee  is  regularly  to  meet  at  the  commencement  of  each 
month,  or  oftener,  if  it  be  necessary. 

XL  At  the  General  or  Committee*s  Meeting;,  the  President,  or,  in  his 
absence,  the  first  Vice-President  on  the  list  who  attends,  is  to  take  the  chair. 

XIL  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  subscriptions  and  donations,  for 
which  his  receipt  is  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  It  is  incumbent  on  liim 
to  keep  r^^ular'accounts  of  all  the  society ^s  income  and  expenditure, 
w\dA  must  always  be  open  fcr  the  inspection  of  the  Committee.  His 
aooounta  must  be  presented  to  the  Committee  on  the  close  of  the  month  of 
January  in  each  year,  to  be  examined  by  auditors  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

All  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  of  money,  in  consequence  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Committee,  must  be  signed  by  the  President  or 
Vice-President  wlio  attends  the  meeting,  and  counterugned  by  the 
Secretary. 

XIII.  The  Secretaries  must  keep  regular  minutes  at  all  meetings  qf 
the  society,  which  are  to  be  signed  by  the  President:  they  are  also  to 
conduct  the  correspondence. 

XIV.  All  officers  of  the  society  must  serve  gratuitously.  No  one,  who 
receives  any  salary  from  this  society,  can  be  a  member  of  its  Committee,  or 
possess  the  privilege  of  voting  at  any  of  its  meetings. 
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Emperor  of  Russia's  libexalitj.— Improyement  of  the  systein. 


-  While  the  Russian  Bible  Society  is  indebted  for  much  of 
its  extraordinary  success  to  the  ardent  zeal  and  piety  of  its 
^illustrious  President,  Prince  Galitzin,  Minister  of  Religion,  it 
is  to  the  decided  iattachnient  and  paternal  solicitude  of  the 
Etnperor  himself  we  must  ascriTO,  humanly  speaking,  its 
astonishinff  progress  towards  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
Shortly  a&r  the  establishment  of  the  institution,  he  desired 
to  be  entered  as  one  of  its  members,  with  a  donation  ot 
^000  rubles,  and  an  annual  subscription  of  10,000.* 

*^  Nor  should  it  pass  unobserved,  that  the  Emperor  postponed  his  deperiU 
lire  for  the  army^  in  order  to  examine  the  plan  submitted  for  his  approbation ; 
and  that  at  the  time  when  he  was  affixing  his  signature  to  the  instrument 
which  was  to  authorise  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Sodetj  for  the  benefit 
of  his  subjects,  the  last  enemy  was  crossing  the  Yistula,  and  the  deUveranoe 
of  his  empire  was  completed."  f 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  original  plan  of  the  Russian 
Bible  Society  did  not  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Auxfliary  Institutions,  although  the  appointment  of  **  Sub- 
Committees  in  various  parts  of  the  empire"  laid  a  suitable 
foundation  for  this  essential  improvement  of  the  system.  The 
first  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  at  Moscow,  on  the 
16th  of  July  1813,  under  the  designation  of  ^^  The  Moscow 
Committee  of  the  Bible  Society;"  and  the  importance  of  this 
'first  advance  towards  a  more  perfect  constitution  will  be  ap- 
preciated, when  it  is  stated,  that,  by  their  second  statute,  the 
Moscow  Committee  pledge  themselves  to  ^*  assist  the  St 
Petersburg  Committee  in  every  part  of  their  plan,  to  further 
the  distribution  of  the  Bible  without  note  or  comment :" — to 
which  it  was  added,  *'  But  this  Committee  shall  in  particular 
strive  to  disseminate  our  ownrBibles  among  our  fellow  Russian 
subjects^  as  published  by  the  Holy  Synod,  according  to  the 
manner  already  determined,  and  partly  executed  by  the  St. 
Petersburg  Committee.**  This  last  provision,  as  has  been  very 
properly  observed  by  Mr.  Owen,  gave  the  last  finish  to  the 
constitution  of  the  St  Petersburg  Bible  Society : — by  au- 
thorising the  dissemination  of  the  Slavonian  Scriptures,  a 
deficiency  was  supplied  which  would  have  greatly  abridged 
its  usefulness :  the  entire  population  of  the  empire,  both  native 
and  foreign,  was  now  brought  within  the  scope  of  its  bene- 
volent design ;  and  it  became  in  effect,  what  it  was  afterwards 
in  designation,  ''  The  Russian  Bible  Society.** 


*  The  value  of  a  ruble  is  about  one  shilling  English  mon^«. 
t  Owen's  History,  VoL  II.  p.  S47-3. 
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Results — Former  state  of  Russia. — ^American  Bible  Society. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Russian 
Bible  Society^  to  the  period  of  its  seventh  anniversary  in 
July  1820,  constitutes  the  betft  comment  on  this  extension  of 
its  object  and  improvement  of  its  system  :-*- 

Number  of  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  empire   •    BS 
Ditto  of  Bible  Associations 143 

Total    .  .  .  •  196 

During  the  seven  years  of  its  existence,  the  society  has 

Erinted  and  published  315,600  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ; 
as  now  in  the  press  38,000  copies,  and  has  undertaken  to 
print  57,500;  making  a  total  of  411,100:  and  if  to  these  be 
added  87,000  copies  printed  by  the  Auxiliaries,  the  grand 
total  is  408,100  copies,  in  twenty-six  different  languages  and 
dialects. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  society  during  the  seven  yearft 
have  amounted  to  1,747,860  rubles  74  conecks ;  and  the  total 
expenditure  to  1,71^,043  rubles  81  copecks. 

When  we  contrast  results  such  as  these  with  the  state  of 
Russia  in  the  year  18 IS,  when,  *' according  to  the  most 
authentic  sources  of  information,  it  appeared  that  during  034 
years,  since  Bibles  were  first  printed  in  Russia,,  no  more  than 
twenty-two  editions  of  the  Slavonian  Bible  have  appeared,^ 
consisting,  in  all,  of  scarcely  more  than  sixty  thtmsand  copies  !*** 
and  when  we  reflect  that  these  were  the  only  source,  of  sup- 
ply for  forty  millions  of  people,  during  so  many  ages,  we  are 
constrained  to  adopt  the  language,  ['  fVkat  hath  God  wrought  /** 
and  to  acknowledge  with  the  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible 
Society,  in  their  Seventh  Annual  Report,  that  *^  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  Bible  cause,  and  the  invisible  power  by  which 
it  is  animated,  are  almost  incredible.  But  although  the  first 
be  evident  to  our  bodily  senses,  yet  the  second  must  be  in- 
conceivable by  all  who  are  not  penetrated,  to  the  depth  of 
their  souls,  by  the  power  and  Spirit  of  the  Word  of  God  T* 

7.  The  American  Bible  Society  was  established  on 
the  8th  of  May  1816^  at  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  diflerent 
Bible  Societies.  This  Convention  having  first  resolved  una* 
nimously,  **  That  it  is  expedient  to  estabUsh,  without  delay^ 
a  general  Bible  Institution,  for  the  circulation  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  without  note  or  comment,"  proceeded  to  appoint 
a  Committee,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  to  prepare  the 

*  First  Annual  Eaport  of  thie  Moscow  Auxiliary  Society. 
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Scarcity  of  BiUei  ki  Amexka.— Addrea  of  the  Committee. 


•  That  suck  ah  institutioii  was  necessarf,  and  that  10& local- 
independfint  Bible  Societies^  scattered  trarough  the  American 
Union,  had  not  the  means  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
population,  the  following  statement  win  simiciently  testify  :— 

^'In   K14,  it  was  estimated,  that  there  were  in  Ohio  13^000  fiunilies 
^      destitute  of  the  Scriptures ;  1S,000  in  the  territories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and ' 
Missouri';  500O  in  the  Mississippi  territory ;  8000  in  Louisiania ;  10,009 
IB  Tennessee  r  and  30,000  in  Kentucky ! !" 

To.  which  is  added,,  by  another  writer,  that, 

*'  So  late  as  1815,  in  many  of  the  principal  towns  of  theWeslem  Stales 
V       and  territories,  there  was  nota  BiUe-for  sttLe.**  * 

The  introduction  of  the  following  extracts  from  the  Ad* 
d^ess  already  referred  toy  requires  no  apology :— - 

*^  No  spectacle  can  be  so  illustrious  in  itself,  so  touching  to  man,  or  to 
grateftil  to  God,  as  a  nation  pouring  forth  its  devotion,'  its  talent,  and  its 
treasures,  for  that  kingdom  of  the  Saviour,  which  is  righteousness  and  peace. 

**  If  there  he  a  single  measure  which  can  oyer-rule  objection,  subdue 
opposition,  and  command  exertion,  this  is  the  measure.  That  all  our  voioei, 
all  our  affections,  all.  our  hands,  should  be  joined  in  the  grand  design  of  pro., 
moting  '  peace  on  earth  and  good-vnll  toward  man  '—that  they  should  resist 
the  advance  of  misery — should  carry  the  light  of  instruction  into  the  do- 
minions- of  ignorance,  and  the  bairn  of  joy  to  the  soul  of  anguish ;  and  all 
this,  by  diffusing  the  oracles  of  XSod— addresses,  to  the  imderstanding  an 
argument  -which  cannot  be  encountered,  and  to  the  heart  an  appeal  whi^ 
its  holiest  emotions  rise  up  to  second. 

.  "  Under  such  impressions,  and  with  such  views,  &thers,  brethren,  fellov- 
citizens,  the  American  Bible  Society  has  been  formed.  Local  feelings,  party 
prejudices,  sectarian  jealousies,  are  excluded  by  its  vexy  native.  Its  mem- 
bers are  lei^ed  in  that,  and  in  that  alone,  which  calls  up  every  hallowed* 
and  puts  down,  every  unhallowed  principle — ^the  dissemination  of  the  Scrip, 
tures,  in  the  reeeived  versions,  where  they  exist,  and  in  the  most  fidthful, 
where  they  may  be  required.  In  such  a  work,  whatever  is  dignified,  kind* 
venerable,  true,  has  ample  scope  i  while  sectarian  littleness  and  rivalries  caa 
find  no  avenue  of  admission. 

^  People  if  the  VnUed  Staiet^^ 
^^  Have  you  ever  been  invited  to  an  enterprise  of  socfa  grandeur  and 
glory  ?  Do  you  not  value  the  Holy  Scriptures  ?  Valne  them,  as  4!ent.win* 
ing  your  sweetest  hope ;  your  most  thrilling  joy  ?  Can  you  submit  to  the 
thought,  that  pou  should  be  torpid  in  your  endeavours  to  disperse  them,  while 
the  rest  of  Christendom  is  awake  and  alert  ?  Shall  y§m  hang  back,  in  heart* 
less  indiffiarenoe,  when  Princes  come  down  from  their  thrones,  to  bless  the 
cottage  of  the  poor  with  the  Gospel  of  peace 9  and  Imperial  Soverngnsm 
gathering  their  fidrest  honours  frem  spreading  abroad  th^  Oradea  of  the 
Lonn.your  Gos  ?  Is  it  possible  that  peu  should  not  see,  in  this  state  of 
human  things,  a  mighty  motion  of  Divine  Providence  ?  The  most  heavenly 
charity  treads  close  upon  the  march  of  conflict  and  blood !  The  worid  is  at 
peace !  Scarcely  has  the  soldier  time  to  unbind  his  helmet,  and  to  wipe 
araray  the  sweat  from  his  brow,  ere  the  voice  of  mercy  succeeds  to  Ihe 
.  •clarion  of  battle,  and  calls  the  nations  from  enmity  to  love  i    Crowned 

*  Owen's  History,  VoL  III.  g.  S3S. 
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Bapid  eTtPimJun  of  the  AuxHimy  lytemin  Amerigu 

hetds  bo>r  to  the  Head  which  is  to  wear  *  manj  crowms  ;*  uA,  for  the 
first  time  once  the  promulgation  of  Christianity,  appear  to  act  in  unison  fof 
the  lecognition  of  its  gracious  priacipfesy  as  being  magfat  alike  with  happU 
■Hi  to  iM%  and  honour  to  God." 

In  America,  as  in  Ru8iia»  Ae  results  of  a  National  Bible 
Institution  hare  afforded  ibe  beat  evidence  of  its  advantage*. 
In  their  Third  Annual  Report,  the  Conmnttee  observe, — 

**  But  three  years  are  now  ekpaed  since  the  Amprican  Bihle  Society  wai 
fanned,  and  its  succeas  and  the  extent  of  its  laboqn  daring  tfait  tbne  have 
exceeded  the  eiqiiectations  of  its  warmest  friends." 

''  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  they  report*-* 

"  It  a£Eords  the  managers  unspeakable  gratification,  and  will  unite  the 
hearts  of  their  fellow-members  of  the  Society  in  fervent  thanksgiving  to 
OoD,  tiiat,  at  the  termination  of  their  fourth  year's  labours,  they  have  oecs^ 
awn  fir  ve  unpleaaant  retraapect;  that  Christian  love  and  feUowahip  have 
grawn  with  mutual  intercourse;  sod  that  conciliation  and  harmony  have 
uniformly  governed  their  measures.  Thev  have  found  an  am]^  lequitaL 
.of  all  their  exertions  in  those  feelings  of  auction  and  attachment,  which  the^ 
prindple  of  our  association,  and  its  simple  b«t  magnificent  design,  are  so 
well  calffwlated  to  foster  and  inci-casc." 

The  total  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  officiaBy  known 
und  recognised,  as  reported  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting, 
held  in  New*York  on  the  11th  of  May,  1820,  was,  two 

JIUKDBED  AND  SEVEN. 

The  total  number  of  Kbles  and  Testaments^  or  parts  of 
the  latter  in  the  Indian  languages,  printed  for  the  society, 
or  obtained  for  circulation,  during  die  four  years  of  its  exist* 
ence,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  seven 
HUNDRED  AND  FIFTT-Two,  ui  nine  different  languages ;  and 
several  other  editions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  luid  been  put 
to  press* 

It  should  he  distinctly  stated,  that  Russia  and  America 

.have  printing  and  binding  establishments  connected  with  their 

sespective  BiMe  institutions;  and  that  they  possess  many  seta 

•«f  stereotype  plates,  both  for  the  whole  Bible  and  for  the 

Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament    The  Board  of  Managers  of 

die  American  Bible  Societv  observe, — "  The  present  printing 

establishment  is  soffidenmr  extensive  to  fiimidk  an  average 

^  amount  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Bibles  and  Testamefttis 

annually  ;**  and,  as  they  judiciously  remark,  ''  the  comparative 

^fference  of  expense  in  conducting  an  establishment  on  a 

'large  and  on  a  contracted  scale,  in  the  purchase  of  mate- 

riab,  the  cost  of  labour,  and  the  superior  execution  of  the 

^ork,  warrant  the  belief  that  Bibles  issued  from  the  geneni 

depository  of  this  society  can  be  afforded  at  a  much  lower 

rate,  in  proportion  to  tneir  miality,  than  from  any  other 
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Bemarks  relative  to  Auxiliary  Societies  in  America. 

jsource."*  A  mature  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject by  every  National  Bible  Society,  wiD  probably  induce  a 
general  adoption  of  the  plan. 

.  It  has  been  afa-eady  r^narked^  that  die  cooatitution  lot  the 
American  Bible  Society  approximates  more  neiurly  to  th^ 
system  of  the  Parent  Institution,  than  that  of  any  other  national 
society.     In  no  one  respect  is  diis  more  evident,  than  in  the 

Erovision-for  exciting  and  extending  an  interest  in  the  cause^ 
y  means  of  the  auxiliary  system.  At  an  early  period  after 
their  establishment,  the  Board  of  Managers  appomted  a 
•*  Standing^  Committee^'  of  five  of  their  menders,  under  the 
denomination  of  the  "  Auxiliary  Society  Committee,**  for 
the  purpose  of  "  devising  and  suggesting  means  to  proaoote  the 
establishment,  and  animate  the  exertions  of  Auxiliary  Sooie* 
ties ;  with  authority  to  depute  persons  to  attend  meeting  for 
these  objects,  and  to  open  a  correspondence  with  intelugent 
and  influential  persons,  in  different  places,  with  a  view  of 
gaining  such  information  as  might  enable  thesn  sucoessfiilly  to 
prosecute  the  above-mentioned  designs."  ^ 

In  connection  with  this  important  subject,  the  Board  of 
Managers  fiirther  observe, — 

^  To  accomplish,  in  their  wished-for  and  practicable  extent,  the  great 
,  objects  toward  which  the  National  Society  should  not  oease  to  dfarect  its 
aim,  the  multiplication  of  AuxHiaries  is  indispensable.    It  is  through  tb&r 

Tacy,  principaUj,  that  the  Parent  Society  must  expect  those  8U{^Ueo 
a  continusdly  exhausting  treasury,  that  will  enable  it  to  enlarge  the 
extent  of  its  operations  to  the  prc^essively  increasing  demand  for  the 
StUe.  It  is  almost  entirely  through  the  discoveries  made  by  such  societies 
In  their  various  districts,  and  their  snbeequent  activity  in  the  woi^  of  dis- 
tribution, that' the  beneficent  objects  of  this  institution  can.be  thoroi]^fa]y 
efiectuated,  tmd  the  precious  boon  dispensed  where  it  is  most  pressingly  re- 
quired.. Under  these  impressions,  the  Managers  sincerely  hope,  that  tlie 
instrumentality  of  individuals  as  Agents^  in  promoting  the  views  of  the 
society  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  lost  sight  of:  and 
to  &d]itate  the  prosecution  of  so  promising  an  expedient,  the  Committee 
chaiged  with  the  subject  have  been  eugajjed  in  diligent  inquiries  afWr 
suitable  persons  to  enter  upon  that  service.'^  -f 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  American  Bible  Sodetg^ 
has  three  Secretaries,  who  are  thus  designated  :*- 

Rev.  J.  Milnor,  D.  D.  New  York,  for  Foreign  Correspondence, 
Rev,  S.  S.  Woodhull,  New  York,  for  Domestic  Correspondence. 
Mr.  John  Pintard,  New  York,  Recording  Secretary. 

-       —  . -^   ■   -..  ■  ... 

♦  Fourth  Report  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
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Speech  of  tiie  Bight  Hon.  Mr.  RoelL 


Thetidef  and  duties  of  the  otber  officers,  are  i 
those  abeady  speeded  in  referenoe  to  the  British  aiM 
Bible  Society. 

SECTION  X* 

NECESSITY  AMD  ADVAKTAOB  OF  CONTINUED  AND  INCREASED 
EXERTION,  AS  ARISING  OUT  OF  TSIE  SCARCITY.  OF  THE 
SCRIPTURES,   AND  THE  EFFECTS  OF  tHEIR  CIRCULATION. 

1.  The  distribution,  by  the  society,  of  two  mfllions  and*  a 
half  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  languages  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  while  it  furnishes  a  decided  and  irrefragable  evi- 
dence of  the  necessity  that  existed  for  such  an  institutioni 
has  been  urged  as  a  teason  for  relaxing  those  efforts  which 
have  conferred  such  honour  on  our  country,  by  exhibiting 
her  to  the  universe  aa  the  Almoner  of  the  Most  High.  Were 
the  obiect  of  the  society  exclusively  British^  this  arffumenl 
night  be  admitted  to  have  some  weight;  though  the  denciencr 
IhEt  still  exists  in  various  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
and  which  are  daily  becoming  more  evident  by  means  of  Bible 
Associations,  will  require  the  exertions  of  many  years  to  sup** 
ply.  But  it  is  in  reference  to  the  Foreign  department  tnsl 
die  claims  on  the  society  assume  an  importance,  whose  awfil) 
magnitude  could  scarcely  be  contemplated  without  dismay^ 
Were  not  the  appeal  directed  to  British  liberality  and  Christiaii 
svmpathy.  Well  has  it  been  said, — *^  In  other  projects,T 
though  suggested  by  benevolence,  and  planned  with  abilitv, 
d^  success  is  uncertain,  the  operation  partial,  the  b^ient 
transient:  but  herb  we  are  fellow-workers  vhth  Ouhu 

rOTENCE;  WE  LABOUR  FOR  THE  WHOLE  HUMAN  RACE;  WE  SOW 

tOR  ETERNITY.**  The  argument  referred  to,  if  such  it  may 
be  called,  has  been  so  ably  refuted  by  an  enlishtened  states* 
man  in  a  neighbouring  country,  that  it  is  oi^  necessary  to 
transcribe  his  words  :— 

**  He  who  18  acquainted  with  the  Bible,  who  believes  its  doctrines,  ana 
viflhes  to  apply  them  io  himaeli^  cannot  hesitate  to  offer. to  others  also  thia 
enjoyment  of  the  same  advantage ;  with  him  there  cannot  exist  a  moment's 
doubt  of  the  part  he  ought  to  &e,  To  believe  in  the  Bible,  and  yet  de- 
dine  the  propagation  of  it,  would  be  acting  in  open  contradiction  to  the  sp^brift 
and  very  letter  of  the  precepts  of  Christianity  ...  I  am  not  unacquainted 
with  the  arguments  of  some  of  our  opponents,  who  contend^  that  many  natioDB 
«re  not  yet  ripe  for  the  reception  of  the  Bible ;  and  that  it  would  be  necea- 
sary  first  to  humanize  them,  and  after  that  to  make  them  Christians.  But 
oh,  how  little  do  they  understand  the  contents  of  that  Holy  Book,  who  do 
not  find  in  it  instruction  for  the  temporal,  as  well  as  the  religious  conduct  of 
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tnaiddond !  And  does  nof  the  reiy  spectacle  erhiWted  by  tiuMe  Ibnaurlj* 
BQcultiyated  people,  .cmflog  wlmn  ChzistiaiiUj  ie  introdiioed,  plaee  in  the 
clearest  light  the  untenableness  of  such  an  opinion  ? 

^  It  therefinre  behoves  ^is,  not  to  waver  in  the  conTictidB,  that  to  distn* 
bute  the  Scriptures,  is  not  oidj  a  ftvour  oonferred,  but  a  du^  to  be  per« 
ftrmed ;  and  no  opportunity  ought  to  be  lost,  of  impressing  this  upon  otbas» 
and  representing  to  them  what  responnbility  they  take  upon  thexnselTes,  not 
only  by  oounteni^ting  the  measure,  but  even  by  merely  withholding  their 
dd.*'*^ 

To  this  testimony  in  fiiivour  of  the  principle  and  object  of 
the  society^  the  author  cannot  deny  himself  the  gratification 
of  adduiff  die  following  observations  of  his  invaluable  friend, 
the  ReT«  Ilobert  Hall  of  Leicester  :— 

'  *^  In  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  our  party  is  the  woeld  ;  the  only 
dlatindafln  we  contemplate,  is  between  the  disciples  of  revdation  and  the 
unhappy  victims  of  superstition  and  idolatry  i  and  as  we  propose  to  circulate 
the  BiUe  alone,  without  notes  or  comments,  truth  only  can  be  a  gainer  by 
the  measure. — It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  Protestant  natibns  have  been  too 
long  inattentive  to  this  object  t  we  rejoice  to  find  that  they  axe  now  con-* 
vinoed  of  their  errors  and  that,  touched  with  commiseration  finrthe  unhappy 
condition  oi  mankind,  Uu^  are  anxious  to  impart  fhose  riches  which  may  be 
diared  without  being  diminished,  and  communicated  without  being  lost  to  the 
^possessor.  Such  is  the  felidty  of  religion ;  such  the  unbounded  liberality  of  its 
prindples^  Though  we  should  be  sorry  to  administer  fuel  to  national  vanity, 
we  cannot  conceal  the  satisfiiction  it  gives  us  to  reflect,  that  while  the  fidrest 
peition  ef  the  globe  has  ftllen  a  prey  to  that  guilty  and  resUess  ambition 
vhich,  by  th&  inscrutable  wisdom  of  Providence,  is  permitted  fixr  a  time  to 
*  tak€  peae€  Jmm  the  9airih^  this  fiivoi;red  country  is  employed  in  spr^uL- 
ing  the  triumphs  of  truth,  multiplying  the  means  of  instructioui  and  opening 
Muroes  of  consolation  to  an  afflicted  warhL**  f 

2.  But  if  the  obligations  on  the  Christian,  to  use  his  most 
pirenuous  exertions  to  conununicate  the  scriptures  of  truth  to 
all  mankind,  be  imperative,  he  will  find,  in  contemplating  the 
ctate  of  the  world,  that  this  duty  demands  his  active  and  per- 
aeveiing  attention.  The  following  extracts  are  selected  with 
a  view  to  bring  the  subject  more  immediately  before  him,  in 
as  brief  a  manner  as  is  consistent  witii  the  nature  of  this  work, 
yet'  so  as  to  exhibit  the  wants  of  different  nations,  and  th^ 
desire  of  many  to  possess  the  inestimable  gift. 


*  Speech  of  the  Sight  Honourable  Mr.  Roell,  Minister  of  the  Interior; 
end  President  of  the  Netherlands*  Bible  Society.— See  Appendix  to  the 
Fourteenth  Bepoit  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  8 18  et  seq. 

t  i<ddze«  ef<he  Leicester  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  1809. 
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BUROPE. 

IcxLAmK — ^In  addition  to  the  particulars  relative  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  stated  in  'Section  Y 11.  it  is  ob- 
served,— 

**  Thef  have  a  hishep,  SOS  pariah  cfauidiefl,  -and  between  150  and  800 
deiiTinen.  The  BMe,  and  particulariy  the  New  Tertament,  is  xead  before 
the  auDoily,  in  every  place  where  this  precioua  book  can  be  had.  It  is  very 
lamentable9  however,  that  it  iB  not  now  «to  he  obtained,  even  for  money* 
When  it  happens  to  appear  at  an  auction,  it  sells  at  an  enormous  pr»Be.~- 
Never  will  Iceland  ftfget  her  dear  Stistrup,  who,  at  his  own  expense,  bougfati 
wid  sent  to  this  place,  a  great  number  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaments,  to  be 
given  away  gratis.  This  has  now  ceased,  however,  for  the  space  of  frixty 
years  and  upwards ;  and  the  most  of  these  Bibles  are  now  worn  out.  •!  re* 
•member  frequently  to  have  heard  the  best  ftrmers  in  the-  parish  wamly 
eentenduig  which  of  them  should  have  the  loan  of  the  Bible,  which  was 
sent  to  their  pariah,  fiir  themselves  and  xdiUdren.  The  printing-press  in 
the  island  is  no  longer  in  order ;  we  therefore  cannot  do  any  thing  to  supi^y 
this  want;  and  the  common  people  in  Iceland  will  within  ten  ye^s  be 
entirely  deprif^rad  of  this  blessed  book,  which  is  so  ^dear  and  piecious  te 

.  ^  In  the  east  of  the  island,**  says  Dr.  Henderson,  ^*  I  fell  In  with  a 
dexgyman^  who  has  been  seeking  in  vain  to  obtnn  a  Bible  fer  the  long 
period  of  $evetUeen  years !  His  joy  on  my  arrival  was  inexpressible.  I 
passed  also  through  a  parish,  lately,  in  which  there  are  only  hew  Bibles; 
and  another,  conriderably  more  populous,  in  which  there  are  none  al  tUf,  'fa 
general,  there  are  not  ibore'five  or  rix  in  any  parish  which  I'liave  visited, 
except  such  as  contain  between  300  and  400  soub ;  and  in  them  there  are 
not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  copies. '  For  the  accuracy  of  these  statements 
I  have  t^  best  vouchers— the  Registers  of  Souls,  "which  every  clergyman  in 
Iceland  sP  obliged  to  keep ;  in  which,  beside  tfther  particulars  relative  to 
fab  paridiioners,  he  records  what  boofa  are  possessed  by  each  ftmily.'*  * 

GKaxAVT.—^^  Every  day's  experience  proves  to  us  that  the  fields  are 
white  for  the  harvest.  The  poor,  and  especially  the  Catholics,  come  in  crowda 
for  Testaments ;  others  write  the  most  pathetic  letters ;  one  of  which,  from 
a  diepherd,  I  indose.— 

**  LeUerJrom  a  Shepherd  at  fPertheim, 
^  *  Reverend  Sir— As  I  am  a  lover  of  religious  boo^  and  hove  heard  a' 
great  deal  of  your  Society,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  reftne  to  give  the  Ca. 
molic  Old  Testament  to  a  peer  shephei^  who  cannot  hear  the  Word  of  God. 
I  have  got  the  New  Testament  from  the  Bev.  Pastor  MiUler,  in  Wer. 
theim ;  but  neither  do  I  find  there  the  Psalms  of  David,  nor  the  hlMory 
«f  the  Patriaxchs,  Jacob,  Moses,  and  Dvrid,  who  were  all  shepherds.  All 
this  I  wish  to  read,  and  to  follow  the  example  of  those  great  men.  I 
theilefore  request  your  Society  to  send  this  hodk  to  a  poor  shepherd  who 
is  day  and  mgfat  with  his  flock.  The  blessing  of  God  will  be  with  you,' 
If  you  give  these  books  to  poor  Christians  who  can  hardly  earn  a  bit  of  dry 

Bee  *'  Iceland ;  or  the  Journal  of  a  Residence  in  that  Island,  in  the 
Tears  IS14,  1«15,  ftc  by  £.  Hendemm,- Doctor  in  Philosophy;*'  a  work  of. 
jpeculiar  interest  and  merit.  ^ 
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Germafiy—- earnest  deare  to  possess  the  Scriptmefc— Prmwa 

l)read.  This  holj  book  is  not  much  seen  among  us  Catholics :  fimnerlj  we 
were  not  allowed  to  read  it ;  but  now  we  may,  and  ought  to  do  ao.  Have 
the  goodness  to  let  me  have  this  book  of  life.  When  I  read  it,  in  mj  8oli« 
tude,  I  shall  find  in  it  man/things  which  wiU  be  profitable  to  ma  and  iny 
children.'  ^'SijtUenik  Btj^  jippmdixy  p.  97  Hs$q. 

**  The  oountrj  deigymen  cannot  find  wwds  adequately  descriptive  of 
the  thirst  which  is  felt  by  numbers  of  people  for  this  sacred  gift,  or  of  the 
jojM  hope  with  which  they  snticipftte  it.''--iUif.  AfpetidiMt  p.  109^ 

^Inclosed,  you  will  receive  documents  which  will  prove  that  I  have 
MMerved  with  concern  the  great  want  of  the  Scriptures  in  several  ports  ef 
Protestant  Hessen,  and  ^dly  embvaced  every  opportunity  of  supplying 
ttiem.  I  succeeded  in  procuring  a  number  of  Bibles  from  Bisle,  of  the 
Frotestant  version ;  but  they  scarcely  sufficed  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the 
poor  children  In  this  city :  in  the  country,  the  deficiency  is  still  greater }  of 
this  I  have  personally  convinced  myself  in  several  neighbouring  viUsges,  ill 
wldsh  the  schoolmssters  assured  me,  that  in  some,  which  cerntained  no 
less  than  sixty  families,  there  were  scarcely  eighteen  Bibles,  most  of 
Which  were  sadly  torn.  Many  of  the  schdan  had  no  Bibles,  and  thei^ 
ftaients  were  too  poor  to  pay  a  riz^Bor  (between  three  and  four  sfaiflings) 
lor  one.  Having  made  a  present  of  the  New  Testament  to  children  as 
well  as  to  adults,  both  in  town  and  country,  I  am  importuned  with  pelfitioni 
for  the  whole  Bibles  and  reaUy,  sometimes  my  heart  bleeds  to  observe  the 
hunger  and  thirst  after  the  bread  and  water  of  lifSB,  witheut  my  bemg  aUe 
|o  satisfy  it. 

*^  You  will  observe  that  the  Protestant  soperintendant,  Justi,  feels  tml]^ 
desirous  to  distribute  Bibles  in  the  many  schools  under  his  inspectioo. 
Here,  my  brethren,  the  soil  is  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the,aeed  :  the 
Bearts  of  thousands  appear  open  to  the  instructbn  and  consolation  which  the 
perusal  of  the  sacred  writings  is  calculated  to  convey.  Oh  that  I  might 
succeed  in  obtaining  some  coiuiderable  assistance  towards  the  distribution  dt 
Protestant  Bibles  in  the  schools  1  Thousands  of  copies  are  wanted*  I 
know  my  request  is  a  large  one;  but  stiU  larger  is  God*s  mercy.  I  have 
just  sent  sixty-eight  copies  of  my  Testament  to  poor  people  who  %ave  lost 
nearly  their  idl  by  the  calamities  of  the  war.*^ — Leti^  fnm  Prrfl  ykimEm* 
JBimmnik  RtpuH  if  Brii.  and  For,  Bible  Society ^  JppeiuKs,  No.  xiv. 

Pbussiax  States. — ^In  August  1816,  Professor  Van  Ess  writes — "I 
have  laid,  with  firankness,  before  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  following  view^ 
by  no  means  exaggerated,  of  the  great  want  of  Bibles  among  the  Catholics 
In  his  States  :— 

**  1.  There  are  many,  very  many  Catholic  prietts,  who  very  probably. 
faa^e  not  a  whole  BiUe  in  the^  possession,  either  in  Latin  ot  Gennan,  and 
do  not  even  possess  a  Gennan  New  Testament 

^  S.  Among  ockothmaHen^  hardly  one  in  500  has  a  German  Bible,  an4 
hardly  one  in  300  possesses  a  New  Testament. 

^  S.  Among  Utjfmm^  scarcely  one  in  1000  is  in  possession  of  the  New 
Testament,  much  less  of  a  whxA^^BM&^^'-^Tkxrieenih  Report  yAppenJIiat^  p.  SSe^r 

AlSacs.— '*  Again  I  write  to  you,  knocking  as  it  were  at  the  door  of 
your  heart,  in  behalf  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Alsace;  and  shall  not  desist 
until  I  am  heard.  Satisfy,  I  beseech  you,  the  desire  of  the  poor  people,  aq 
well  as  that  of  the  poor  clergy,  who  indeed  want  help  to  answer  the  demands 
iliflde  on  tliem.  How  did  th^  clergymen  stretch  out  their  hands,  whefi  I 
Attributed  the  first  thirty  copies  of  the  New  Testament  1  how  grateftilly 
did  they  press  them  to  their  bosom,  with  the  most  earnest  aolicitation  to 
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Alrace  -mGftmt  scarcity  of  Bibles  in  Sweden  and  Finland. 

-a 
MCttTe  more  I  I  will  moet  draerfully  chaige  myself  with  the  delightfi^ 
emplojof  difltributioo. 

*'*'  To-dajy  several  men  and  women  came  to  me,  desirina  French  Ne^ 
Testaments ;  but  Mr.  Spittler  informed  me  that  only  a  few  copies  wera 
leit.  I  thank  you  already,  beforehand,  for  every  gift  of  bve ;  and  refer  you 
to  Him  of  whom  the  Scriptures  testify,  that  He  himself  will  be  our  shield 
iuid  exceeding  great  rewaxd.^^-^LttUr/rom  a  Swi$i  Caihoiie  Ckrg^mam  # 
Rnt.  J>r.  SWmh^.  Afpmi^,  Twetfih  Rtpcrt. 

SwEDEK.— ^^  For  my  own  part,  J  who  have  the  task  of  corresponding 
with  the  members  of  the  Evangelical  Society  from  one  end  of  the  kingdoi^ 
to  the  other,  on  the  subject  of  Bibles,  must  own  to  you,  £hat  I  am  ready  to 
fiunt  in  the  work,  on  account  of  the  pressing -demands. .  Letters  that  iitak» 
my  very  heart  ache  come  m  from  the  ministers  of  places,  where,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  poverty  prevails  in  all  its  mournful  shapes,  asking  fer  Bibles 
gratis.  1  am  obliged  to  reply,  ^  Our  fund  is  exhausted,  we  can  do  no  mostt 
for  you  this  year.*  '*—  Letter  from  the  Seereiar^  0/  the  Sioekkeim  £wutgekcad 
Society*    EUvenik  Report,  No.  xvi. 

**  Pastor  Haygman,  m  Stodchohn,  has  just  publii(hed  a  most  interesting 
mmphlet  on  the  editions  of  the  Swedish  Scriptures  which  hare  been  pmk^ 
kdied  finom  the  time  of  the  Befimnsition  in  Sweden.  The  result  of  fab 
inquiries  and  calculations  is,  that,  previously  to  the  estabtishmeht  of  a 
Bibie  Society  in  Sweden,  not  one  out  of  eighty  among  the  poorer  danea 
had  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures.  This  is  a  most  melancholy  discovery.  Not 
fewer  than  400,000  fiunilies  are  destitute  of  the  word  of  life  in  Sweden  t 
Our  work  is  not  yet  begun.** — TStreifik  Report^  jippendinf.  No*  v. 

-  *'  The  result  of  an  investigation  into  the  wants  of  the  diocese  of  CarlsCaA 
Aimisfaed  a  most  meUmchf^y  picture,  for  not  fewer  than  19,770  fiimiliei 
%rere  found  totaBy  without  a  Bible :  of  these,  64^0  cannot  pay  the  AiU  valu* 
ef  a  copy,  and  8600  are  utterly  unable  to  pay  anything  towards  the  porchas^ 
of  one.  fiveiywhere,  however,  a  great  hunger  for  the  good  Word  of  Gom 
w»  manifested ;  and  unspeakable  rejoicings  were  testified  when  these  pooi" 
crcttlures  were  infbrmed  that  there  was  a  hope  of  their  becoming  possessei 
•f  the  sacred  treasure."-— ■9i>l«efKA  Report,  p.lfL  ei  eeq, 

FiMLAKB. — "  The  archbishop  came  to  Abo,  in  order  to  attend  a  meeting 
Of  the  Comnnttee  of  the  Finnish  Bible  Society,  which  be  had  sippoii^ted. 
The  Committee  met  at  his  lordship's  house.  The  requisitions  from  aM 
quarters  are  numerous,  and  the  exertions  of  the  society  to  meet  them  pro^ 
porttonally  great  On  a  moderate  calculation,  not  fewer  than  50,000  are  im^ 
mediately  requii«d  ibr  gratuitous  distribution,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  most 
urgent  demands  from  the  poor,  who  cannot  pay  for  copies ;  but  can  read,  and 
are  anxious  to  bave  the  words  of  eternal  life  in  their  possession.  I  assure^ 
them  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  would  assist  them  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  and,  as  fiu*  as  their  other  engagements  woul<C  ptmi^ 
in  ftimishing  their  poor  brethren  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

^'  In  the  prison  of  Sweaborg  fortress,  I  found  about  500  prisoners  entirely 
destitute  of  religious  books  of  any  kind.  I  immediately  sent  them  a  *up^ 
of  Finnish  Testaments,  and  promised  to  procure  them  copies  in  the  Swe<ttab 
knguage.  The  unhappy  men  pleaded  earnestly  to  have  books  granted  themi 
that  they  might  edify  themselves  in  their  solitude ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  tbej^ 
wQl  make  a  good  use  of  them.'*— Sir/^eit/A  Report,  appendix,  p,  5S. 

HvvAART.— ^^  I  never  was,  in  all  my  life,  received  with  such  real  delight 
90  wheal  made  my  appearance  at  Presbmg  with  the  Bihleui  my  hand.    Tht 
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8ft  temSR  AK1>  FORBI€^ir  BIBtS  SOGtVPT.         [cHAP.  K 

Hui^iny^— Moldavia  and  WaUachia.— Demand  fat  Mbles  in  Busaia. 

'Bftiw-and  Testaments  which  I  could 'spare  fbr  them  at  that  time  were  ^ 
aold  the  next  day,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  wliich  were  fttmisfaed  to 
the  Texj  poorest  graiuU&utfy.  All  who  cotdd,  would  paj.  The  Hungariana 
wish  to  estabUflh  a  Bible  Society,  and  an  office  of  their  own,  for  printing 
Bibles,  both  in  the  Hung^urian  language  and  in  other  similar  directs.  They 
will  b^in  a  subscription  among  themselves,  provided  the  Parent  Sod^j  in 
^London  will  assist  and  -support  them  in  such  a  measure.  I  gave  them  great 
hopMBs  of  this,  having  mJ^lf  seen  what  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Sodetj  has  done,  and  is  willing  to  do.  Bemember,  and  produm  it  as  loud 
as  you  can,  that  there  are  ftpwrnrie  efa  mUBoH  and  a  ka^  of  Preiestante  m 
Mmi^afy,  and  bat  a  &w  BiUes  among  them  V^-^Eighik  Reperty  App*  No.  ii. 

Moibatia,  Walulchia,  &c.-^**  It  appeaiB  that  no  more  than  two  small 
editions  of  the  Wallachian  or  Bumanic  Itible  have  ever  been  printed ;  the 
mie  in  1688,  and  the  other  in  1714,  in  Bucharest,  the  capital  ef  WaUachia. 
*rhe  lai(t  edition  is  said  to  have  been  carefuHy  revised  and  printed  by  the 
metropolitan,  Theodosius ;  but  it  is  now  so  rare,  that  a  copy  of  it  is  difficult 
to  be  obtained.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Wallachia  is  reckoned  to  be 
about  00O,00O»  and  in  MoUavia  600,000 :  so  that  here  we  find  in  those  two 
^nyvinoes,  mostly  belonging  to  Turkey,  nearly  one  million  and  a  half  c^ 
people  profesnng  Christianity,  and  literally  perishing  fbr  want  of  the  bread 
«f  life.'*— TWj^A  Repe^  jfppemOx^  p.  76. 

*^Mr.  Pinl;eiton  is  busy  at  present  in  making  arrangements  fer  print- 
ing  the  New  Testament  in  the  language  4>f  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  and 
has  got  all  ready;'  but,  alasl  not  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures,  in  this  Ian. 
guage,  can  be  feund  here.  It  was  reported  that  there  was  a  copy  at  St. 
Petersburg,  and  he  has  been  hunting  after  it,  but  hitherto  in  vain.  A  ' 
Mpy  has  been  written  fer  from  Moldavia,  and  we  fear  we  must  wait  till 
it  can  arrive.  This  is  a  great  disappomtment.  We  had  lately  a  letter 
ftom  a  BussiaB  priest,  from  the  borders  of  the  Ice  Sea,  begging  most 
«amestly  to  have  a  Bible.  He  says,  that  there  is  not  a  Bibla  in  all  that 
tract  of  coimtry.  He  is  800  versts  from  the  maricet-town ;  but  even  therm 
no  Bible  is  to  be  feund.  Had  there  been  no  BiUe  Societies,  this  poor, 
priest,  like  many  millions  more,  must,  in  all  probability,  fer  ever  havi^ 
remained  without  a  BibLe.*'«-7W«^A  J2^«,  Jfpetuttxy  No.  xi. 

KirssiA.--*^^  The  demand  fer  Bibles  is  astonishing,  and  it  is  painM  in  the 
catreme  not  to  be  able  to  satisfy  them :  it  makes  one*s  heart  ache»  to  see- 
poor  and  rich  coming,  and  earnestly  requesting  Bibles  fer  money,  and 
albliged  to  go  away  wiUioui  the  heavenly  treasure.  The  poor  Biisaians  even 
lUl  down  rad  kiss  one's  feet,  to  prevail  on  one  to  give  them  Bibles ;  and 
si^poaing  that  money  can  do  every  thing,  they  even  offer  the  young  mea  . 
in  our  dqxmitoiy,  drink^money,  if  th^  will  let  them  have  a  Bible  fer  pay.^ 
mens.  A  Bible  serves  more  than  one:  the  poor  dayJabourers,  who  have- 
been  so  happy  as  to  set  one  amoiv  a  number,  spend  Uieir  leinire  in  hearing 
one  of  their  companions  read  to  them  the  words  of  eternal  life.  The  New 
Testament  now  frequently  supplies  the,  place  of  Novek  on  the  toilettes  of 
tiie  fermeriy  gay  and  feshionable.  A  poor  Tartar,  who  lately  got  a  copy  of 
the  Tartar  New  Testament  as  a  present,  kissed  the  back  on  recdving  it, 
repeated  the  same  ceremony  on  setting  home  with  it,  and  now  spends  all 
hia  spare  time  in  reading  it,  and  finds  much  pleasure  in  so  doing.*' 

Eteventh  Bepert,  Appendixy  No.  xii. 

^  Prince  GaUtzin  observes,  *  Many  millions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Russia 
are  in  want  of  the  word  of  life:  many  millions  of  our  neighboura'in 
Asia,  who  still  sir  im  deuthme  and  in  the  ehadew  ^  deaths  may,  in  Ume»: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«KT.  X.]        KBCBSMTY  OF  OONTINtmD  BZERTIOK. 


Mmjofthe  CUxgf  in  EtiMift  without  BiblM.^Beii]iin1c. 

niMKVtt  that  WonI  from  us,  imd  im  «  grmi  Ugkt.  The  Buoiflii  BiUe^iocio^ 
^■8  a  gnat  work  to  do,  in  fomuhing  all  these  nations  and  countries  witib 
ihe  Hdj  Scx^vtuxes  in  their  xeiqiectiye  languages.'  ** 

**  TTe  have  begun  the  distribution  of  the  Finnish  Testament  in  the 
'Goyernment  of  St.  Petersburg.  I  expected  the  edition  would  have  lasted 
US  iar  wevenl  jears ;  but  the  demand  is  so  great,  that  we  cannot  get  the 
Testaments  bound  quiddjr  enough,  and  the  whole  edition  is  alreadv  nearlj* 
exhausted.  When  a  quantity  arrives  in  a  village,  all  the  inhabitants 
assemble,  and  can  scarcely  be  restrained  from  carrying  off  the  Testaments 
by  force.  They  have  been  famiahing  for  want  of  the  word  of  life,  and 
now  they  are  almost  insatiable.  We  have  recently  received  300  rubles, ' 
which  have  been  subscribed  by  the  Ingermanland  Russian  Regiment,  besides 
130  rubles  from  their  colonel,  for  which  they  require  one  Russian  and  one 
Polish  Bible.  This  gift  is  peculiarly  valuable,  as  coming  from  Russian 
soldiers.  The  Roman-Catholic  metropolitan  has  published  a  pastoral  letter 
to  his  flock,  recommending  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  among  them 
generally.  This  is  an  important  document.  Our  Committee  ordered  it  to 
be  published  in  the  Gazettes,  Uiat  it  might  be  as  generally  known  as  poa. 
mbU»  We  have  received  from  his  Imperial  Jji^esty  freedom  to  send 
all  letters  and  packages,  free  of  expense,  by  post;  so  that  we  can  now  send 
4>ur  Bibles  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  Russian  empire  with  the  greatest 

^  At  Fleskoff,  (says  Dr.  Finkerttm,  in  1818,)  the  archbishop  inlbnned 
ne,  ihat  in  his  dioc^n,  which  consists  of  450  churches,  ike  greater  pari  tf 
«*#  «toyy  4Krt  tiiU  wkhMU  Bibki  r-^MwUki^  JBxtraeiSy  iVo.  xiv. 

^*  The  translation  of  the  Scriptures  into  the  Russ  language— a  measure 
which  originated  with  the  Emperor  himself'— is  going  f^ard.'  The  me- 
tropolitans of  St.  Petersburg 'and  Moscow,  and  the  archbishop  of  Twer, 
superintend  and  revise  the  trandation.  Prelates,  priests,  and  people^ 
throughout  the  empire,  are  taking  a  most  lively  interest  in  this  under- 
U&mg :  such  parts  as  are  already  printed  have  been  sought  for  with  almost 
iamdible  eagerness,  and  the  completion  of  the  work  is  looked  fbrward  to 
yith  the  moat  ardent  and  anxLoua  expectation."— iSi«lsm<A  Repmrit  p,  6^. 

ThgwuftHT. — ^  The  demand  fo  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  our  Society  i$ 
wo  much  on  the  increase,  that  we  shall  have  occasion  finr  all  the  moneys 
whldi  we  can  possibly  command.  Of  the  two  last  large  editions  we  have, 
in  the  course  of  half  a  year,  either  sold  at  reduced  pnces,  or  gmtuitoud^ 
distributed,  7000  New  Testaments,  and  about  4000  Bibles  i  so  that  another 
edition  will  soon  be  requisite.  The  stereotypes  fi>r  the  Duiish  New  TesU^ 
flient  are'  already  ordered.*'— *5i««««ii<A  Jieperiy  Appmtdixj  p»  188. 

^  There  are,  perhaps,  few  countries  in  which  the  cause  of  the  BiUe  is 
become  of  more  general  concern  than  in  our  own.  It  is  closely  united 
with  our  ecclesiastical  estabHshment ;  and  independently  of  all  the  Deans^ 
the  Superintendant-General,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy,  are  either 
membm  of  Bible  Societies  or  promoters  of  them.  Such  conduct  was  rea^ 
sonably  to  be  expected  from  every  evangelical  clergyman,  to  whom^  and  t& 
the  congregation  committed  to  his  charge,  the  Bible  ought  to  serve  as  the 
ground-work  and  rule  of  faith  and  practice.*'-^14M  Reperi^  dpp^  Ne*  ciii 

^  /^  The  eagerness  to-  possess  the  Bible  is  increasing  throughout  the  king* 
dom>  espedally  among  the  lower  ranks  of  society,  though  many  individuala 
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PortugaU-rGreat  desire  to  poasesa  the  Bible  in  Switzerland. 
I-  ■  .agsaaaqy 

are  presented  by  the  scarcity  of  money  firom  purchasing  that  sacred  bool^ 
jRiany  copies  have  been  sent  to  ministers,  for  distribution  among  the  young 
after  their  confirmation,  and  to  govenian  of  priflODfli"-"16lA  B^  dff*  iip>  n^ 

PoBTuoix.— -^'  With  respect  to  the  Porta^^ese  Testaments,  it  gives  me 
{preat  satisfiiction  to  report  the  very  quick  orculation  they  have  met  with. 
All  ranks  dT  people  in  lisbon  have  expressed  the  greatest  regard  and 
Mimation  for  them;  and  so  exceedingly  solicitous  have  they  been  in 
their  application  to  me  for  books,  that  I  have  much  r^retted  witnessing 
their  disappointment.  May  I  hope,  through  your  interference,  that  it 
will,  in  a  short  time,  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  their  earnest  desin 
of  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  GrospeL'*— 7</*  Rep*  Jpp»  No.  xxxviz. 

SwiTZEHLAiro.— **  Under  the  cheering  auspices  of  Baron  Weisenberg, 
Ticar-General  of  the  Bishopric  of  Constance,  I  have  distributed  upwards  of 
0000  copies  of  the  Ratisbon  New  Testament  in  that  extensive  diocese.  A 
iihort  time  ago,  I  was  enabled,  by  the  Bdsle  Bible  Society,  and  the  ^erosity 
of  our  Vicar-General,  to  give  away  1000  copies  in  Catholic  Switserland, 
Imd  to  sell  2000  in  CathoHc  Swabia,  at  the  low  rate  of  about  threepence  a 
topy,  unbound.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  to  you  my  joy  at  the  good 
impressions  made,  and  the  moral  benefits  already  produced,  by  the  difiiuion 
of  this  divine  book.  People  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  society  anxiously 
desire  it.  But  often  my  heart  bleeds,  when  I  perceive  how  many  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  servants  are  still  destitute  of  the  same,  notwithstanding  the 
teat  fkvouiaftle  diapoeitiDn  of  our  deigy.  Night  and  day  I  thought  on  th^ 
Wit  means  of  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  those  poor  people,  who  an 
called  to  become  partaken  of  the  kuigdom  of  God ;  but  scaroely  a  ray  dT 
)iope  hitherto  iqppeared;  the  two  last  wars,'  and  the  heavy  taxes,  having 
dned  up  almost  every  resource  in  our  parts,  and  multitudes  been  re- 
duced to  %  state  of  the  most  wretched  poverty.  How  am  I  moved  with 
compassion  for  the  multitude  in  the  wilderness  of  this  life  1  How  dp  I 
behold  them  fainting  for  the  New  Testament ;  for  this  truly  divine  bo<j: 
might  inspire  them  with  new  confidence,  and  courage  to  fight  the  good 
ijight  of  fdii^ir^Twetfth  Report :  Jppendixy  p.  158. 

*^  In  the  midst  of  tribuhitioo,  when  even  the  necessandr^efJife  are  wantb 
ing,  the  pious  poor  man  looks  to  his  Bible  for  consolation.  It  will  not  be 
<Ksp1wiging  to  you,  to  read  one  instance  of  it.  Having  only  a  few  copies  of 
•iir  fidio  Bible  left,  we  reserved  them  for  unforeseen  occaslona.  A  vexy 
worttiy  clergyman,  in  whose  parish  three  families  lost  all  their  property  by 
s  conflagration,  and  among  the  rest  their  Bibles,  writes,  that  a  sum  o£  money 
was  placed  in  his  hands,  and,  knowing  tiie  anxious  desire  of  his  unfortunate 
parishioners  to  replace  the  loss  of  their  Bibles,  he  intended  to  apply  this  ^fi 
to  the  purchase  of  others :  Upon  which  we  sent  him,  gratis,  the  last  three  we 
Ibd;     He  wrote  us  in  reply,  as  follows : — 

^^  At  the  moment  when  I  was  occupied  in  opening  the  parcel  containing 
your  Christian  present,  the  mother  of  one  of  the  fiimilies  that  had  been 
»umt  out,  came  to  me,  to  converse  upon  other  business.  I  said  to  her,  ^  You 
see  these  Bibles ;  they  are  the  gift  of  the  Bible  Society,  destined  for  you 
and  your  feUow-sufierers.'  Tears  of  joy  started  into  the  eyes  of  this  good 
woman.  ^  Thank  God,'  she  exclaimed,  *  for  giving  me  a  Bible  again !  How 
often,  since  our  misfortune,  have  I  said,  ^  If  our  Bible  had  not  been  bumiL 
we  could  have  derived  comfort  from  that  in  our  trouble  :  O  that  we  could 
but  get  our  Bible  again !  Now,  we  shall  all  rejoice.'  She  took  the  Bible 
from  the  table,  while  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy  streamed  fin>m  her  eyes,  and 
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Norway— Great  desire  for  Bibles.'— Poland,  Galicia,  &c. 


All  upon  it  On  taking  leaire,  she  siud,  With  warm  emotion,  *  May  Qoo 
reward  thode  who  iiave  given  us  the  Bible  again !  Goo  reward  you,  dear 
tninister,  for  having  thus  taken  care  of  us  !*  The  other  two  fiiniilies  also 
^pressed  their  joy  and  gratitude,  when  they  received  their  copies." 

Thirteenth  Heport :  JppendiPf,  No*  Lxxxix. 

'  NoawAT.— **  Before  we  landed  in  Norway,  we  had  a  proof  of  the  want  at 
llie  holy  scriptures  in  tibat  country,  and  the  great  eagerness  of  the  people 
to  become  possessed  of  them ;  for  the  pilot  who  came  on  board,  to  conduct 
'the  vessel  to  Stavanger,  having  learnt,  by  some  means  or  other,  that  we  had 
tome  Bibles  with  us,  earnestly  entreated  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  buy 
bne.  He  lives  in  one  of  the  little  ishmds  with  which  this  harbour  abounds ; 
and  stated,  tliat  a  single  copy,  which  they  had  among  them,  had  almost  ex- 
cited a  quarrel,  so  many  wishing  to  possess  it ;  and  they  were  at  last  obliged 
to  decide  the  matter  by  drawing  lots ;  and  much  did  he  regret  that  the  lot 
did  not  fiiH  upon  liim.  We  gave  the  old  man  a  copy,  which  he  received 
^th  malts  of  the  deepest  gratitude."— J^/^eisM  Report :  jfppendix^  No.xxt, 

PoLAKD,  GAI.ICIA,  &c— **  There  have  appeared,  at  difiereut  times,  fiv^ 

translations  of  the  Bible  in  the  Poli^  language.     Of  four  of  these  versions 

no  copy  can  be  procured  :  of  the  fifth,  printed  by  the  Reformed  Church  ia 

iDantzic,  seven  editions  have  been  published.     The  first  edition  was,  for  the 

most  part,  burnt  by  Won«yk,  archbishop  of  Gnezen  ;  and  the  Jesuits  have 

Tilways  exerted  themselves  to  buy  up  and  destroy  such  copies  of  the  other  five 

e£tions  ia  come  in  their  way ;  so  that  it  is  concluded  that  of  the  six  editions 

of  the  Protestant  Bible^  printed  between  1639  and  1779)  at  least  3000  copied 

tev«  b^OD  thiis  witfully  destroyed.     The  whole  six  editions,  probably,  did 

'Bot  amount  to  more  than  7000  copies ;  so  that  if  the  copies  which  have  heem 

5rom  out  by  length  of  time  were  added  to  those  which  have  been  de^ 

■stroyed,   it  would  be  found  that  (with  the  exception  of  the  seventh  edi^ 

tioD,  printed  in  Berlin^  at  the  expense  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 

Society,    and    consisting  of  8000  copies)  the  existing  number  of  Bibles^ 

jmiongthe  SSO^OOO  Ffoteslants  who  speiik  the  Polish  limguage,  must  be  very 

emaU.    But,  alas  1  how  much  smaller  still  is  the  number  <k  copies  whidt 

«x]st  among  the  CathoUes  of  Poland,  will  appear  from  the  following  focte^ 

The  only  authorised  version  of  the  holy  scriptures,  in  Poli^,  is  that  which 

•was  tranakited  by  Jacob  Wuyck,  approved  by  Clement  YIII.,  and  fint  pulh 

Jished  in  Cracow,  in  1599*     The  translation  is  considered,  by  competent 

fudges,   to  be  among  the  best  European  versions  made  from  the  Vulgate; 

and  the  language,  though  in  some  degree  antiquated,  is  yet  pure  and  rl^wjca^ 

Such  care,  however,  has  been  taken  to  keep  even  thk  authorised  versioA 

of  the  holy  scriptures  from  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  that  it 

never  was  re-printed  in  Poland ;  and  has  undeigone  only  two  other  editione 

out  of  the  country,  viz.  at  Breslau,  in  1740,  and  1771-     Now  the  who|^ 

-amount  of  copies,  in  these  three  editions  of  the  authorised  Polish  Bible,  is 

'■uppoeed  not  to  have  exceeded  3000.      Thus  there  have  been  printed  onby 

about  3000  Bibles,  in  the  space  of  217  years,  for  upwards  of  10,000,000  of 

Catholics,  who  speak  the  Polish  language !    Hence  it  is,  that  a  copy  is  not  %> 

'be  obtained  for  money ;  and  that  you  may  search  100^000  fomilies,  in  GaUda 

pd  Poland,  and  scarcely  find  one  Bible.**— rAir/Mfi/A  Beport  .*  jippgtkiuty 

p.  65  et  seq, 

■    ^  A  copy  ^f  the  authorised  version  of  the  Catholic  Bible,  in  the  Polish 
language,  is  not  to  be  obtained  for  money,  either  in  Poland  or  Galicia ;  afid 
/among  the  five  millions  of  Servians,  of  whom  two  miUions  belong  to  Aus- 
tria, the  Bible  is  rarely  to  be  found,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  :  and 
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tluB  ^plies  still  moxe  stronglj  to  the  remaining  three  miUioiifl  of  Servian^ 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Turlcs.  The  CroiitiEaa«  who  oanisfc  of  abani 
900,000  souls*  have,  to  this  day,  no  part  of  the  Holj  Scriptures  in  their  ki^ 
guage,  exoept  the  Go^ds  for  Sundays  and  Holy-days:  and  the  AlbanJaiBr 
jbave  noportini  idiate^er  of  the  word  of  Gonat  all,  in  any  language  whidi 
they  understand.  Much  good  is  therefore  to  be  expected  from  «the  dissemi^ 
nation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  not  onfy  among  these  nations,  but  also 
among  many  other  tribes  without  the  borders  of  the  empire,  who,  professii^ 
the  Christian  faith,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks,  are  unable,  in  their 
{uresent  circumstances,  to  obtain  copies  of  the  sacred  writings,  eyen  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  thdr  churches  and  priests.  Such,  for  instance,  is  the 
lamentable  condition  of  most  of  the  Wallachians,  Moldavians,  and  BuIm- 
rians;  the  former  of  whom  speak  one  language,  and  possess  a  version  of  the 
Bible  in  their  language,  but  which  is  so  scarce,  that  it  is  not  to  be  obtained 
fyr  money.  For  that  part  of  the  nation  connected  with  Russia,  provision  la 
now  makLug ;  but  for  the  millions  of  Wallachians  and  Moldavians  under  the 
Austrian  Government,  nothing  has  yet  been  done.**-^lS<A  Report :  jifp-p*  9& 

FnAjrcB.-^^  An  increasing  demand  has  been  manilbsted  in  France  fiir  the 
Ckthollc  Scriptures :  and  so  strongly  is  this  felt,  that  various  printers  are 
now  speculating  in  editions  of  that  book,  lor  which  but  a  short  time  ago  very 
&w  purchasers  could  be  foimd.  The  Society  for  Elementary  Education  htm 
introduced  the  New  Testament  into  the  Schools  for  mutual  instructioi) ; 
and  several  pious  CathoUcs  have  evinced  not  a  little  industry  in  recommend^ 
ing  it,  and  that  with  considerable  success,  to  the  poorer  members  of  their 
oommunion.'* — Sixteenth  R^pcrt^  j*.  Ixvi* 

^  The  Committee  have  not  always  wc^ed  to  fbmifllt  Bfliles  mitil  tfae^ 
were  ariced  fer.  One  of  their  first  acts  has  been,  to  c^r  this  treasure  ef 
oonsolatton  and  mercy  to  criminak  in  their  chains.  It  has  been  receiv«d  in 
some  prisons,  and  in  the  hulks  of  Toulon  and  Bochefiirt,  with  a  feding 
of  gratitude  which  promises  a  mnoere  repentance,  and  tiie  design  of  a 
reformation. 

^  Many  small  tribes  of  Protestants,  scattered  over  the  surfiiee  of  France^ 
appeared  worthy  of  the  attention  and  care  of  the  society.  Some  are  with* 
oot  pastors,  and  without  public  worships  The  Department  de  la  Sommo 
alone  counts  about  six  thousand  individuals  in  this  state  of  abandonment 
and  rfUgiotts  privation :  yet  among  these  reformed  Christians,  so  long  fbr. 
gotten,  the  f£ith  of  thdr  fkthers  has  been  preserved  in  all  its  purity.  For 
want  of  aacrsd  books,  of  wfaidi  violenoe  had  deprived  their  obscure  fomUies,—- 
and  from  replaclBy  of  which,  either  fear  or  poverty  had  prevented  them,— oral 
tiaditions  have  tansmitted  from  generation  to  generation  the  most  inter- 
«sfeliw  narratives,  the  most  important  lessons,  and  the  holiest  precepts  ef 
the  Bible.  Pasrii^  firom  the  fother  to  the  children,  the  most  fervent 
prayen  and  hymns,  the  most  proper  to  nourish  feith  and  hope,  have  never 
ceased  to  resound  in  their  cottages,  and  the  paternal  benediction  has  stood 
in  plaee  ef  that  of  the  minister  of  the  Losd.  When  at  length  the  written 
Word  of  Gop  retnmed  to  the  bosom  of  these  insulated  fhnulips,  wfaatthimk^ 
^vings  have  been  oflbred  up  for  this  unexpected  blessingof  Providence !" 

ShrtemUk  Xepert^  AitfemMx^  fp*  71,  7f* 

^  The  demands  for  Bibles  and  Kew  Testaments  multiply  to  such  a  d^ree, 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  binder  to  keep  pace  with  them. 
'   *^  The  editions  of  Paris  are  proceeding  so  raiudly,  that  almost  all  my  time 
•is  absorbed  in  correcting  prooft.'*— /M.  p  73. 

*'  On  all  sides  I  am  besieged  for  Bibles;  and  I  shall  fieel  most  grateful  W 
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Spain.— NeUierlBiid»~  Asia*— C^Um. — Jara. 


fhe  Committee  of  the  Bible  SocieCy  if  tiiey  will  place  at  mj  dispooal  a  cetu 
tain  number  of  copies  of  different  editions  printing  in  France. 

^  We  hope  socm  to  be  aUe  to  satisfy  the  a&eady  numennv  demands 
-which  are  made-  on  us  by  the  Censiatories  of  our  churches  fat  copies  of  tte* 
holj  scriptures,  at  which  we  are  at  work.  We  desixe  witball our  hearts  t» 
have  them  quicUy  distributed ;  and  as  the  greatest  number  of  fiunilies  an. 
unpniyided,  we  thinlc  that  our  wishes  will  be  easilj  satisfied. 

"*  You  win  see  by  the  sheet  wkash,  I  transmit,  that  we  invite-  all  tiie 
fKends  of  the  religion  of  Christ  to  maice  generous  and  pious  sacrifices^  t» 
enable  us  to  spread  the  sacred  books  among  the  mast  indigent  fkmiliea  wHi 
would  make  a  good  use  of  them ;  and  by  tiie  means  of  sctiools  latdy  esfai' 
blished,  we  doubt  not  that  all  will  soon  make  the  study  of ,  the  wosd  of  Geo 
their  happiest  and  most  consolBtoxy  occupation." — IkUU  ^  74  sf  $e^ 

Spaxw. — '^  Even  Spanish  New  Testaments  have  been  solidted  from  your 
Committee :  and  they  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope  that  they  may  ffiid  in  the 
result  of  the  events  which  are  now  taking  place,  an  opening  for  communicat- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  and  New  Spain  that  sacred  look  which  affords^ 
equaUy«  instruction  for  the  lifii  that  now  is,  and  fte  that  which  ia  to  come." 

JMLlxviE 

•  NKTHEmLAXB8>-^  The  Rer.  Mr.  Winkel,  at  Antwerp,  has  made  a  vwy 
good  use  of  the  New  Testament  of  De  Sacy,  of  which  copies  had  been  for« 
warded  to  him.  Some  persons  have  cheerfiiUy  purchased  it  at  double  its 
vaiue.  There  were  many  opportunities  in  that  place  for  uaefalness,  espe. 
dally  among  the  French  shipwrights,  whose  number  is  great;  but,  in  general^ 
tiie  Bible  was  there,  as  in  other  parts  of  that  country,  an  unknown  book.  A 
fereign  merchant,  who  had  settied  at  Antwerp,  had  made  fiwtless  inquine* 
in  att  the  booksellers*  shops  for  a  copy ;  and  the  (^position  against  th»  di». 
semination  of  tiie  Holy  Scriptures  among  Roman  Catholics,  arises  notmefl<^ 
firom  the  servile  followers  of  human  authority,  but,  in  a  greater  measure,  fimn 
the  promoters  of  infidelity,  and  the  enemies  of  Cinristianity."  Had.  Jff^pk  76. 

ASIA.  ' 

Cetlok.*— ^^  The  Cingalese  Scriptures  are  become  so  very  scavoe,  tiiat  to 
the  bulk  of  the  native  Christians  (amounting  to  about  200,000)  they  may 
be  said  to  be  in  fiu:t  unknown.** — Eleventh  Report :  Appendix^  Ne.  vn. 

'^  In  several  parts  of  the  island,  the  Scriptures,  both  in  tbeTamul  and 
Cingalese  dialects,  have  been  sought  fi>r  with  great  aiddity :  copies  ef  tlw 
latter  have  been  eagerly  received  by  the  intelligent  among  the  Cn^galftw^ 
and  even  by  several  of  tiie  Bhuddist  priesthood,  who  have  of  late,  in  some 
places,  been  roused  to  an  uncommon  degeee  of  inquiry  on  tiie  subject  of  Jthe 
Christian  scriptures.  This  disposition  has  been  greaUy  confirmed  by  the 
i^w*^p^*^  of  certain  natives  of  high  rank  and  superior  imfbrmation,  ifba» 
under  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  have  been  brou^^t,  diiefly  thraugb 
leadhig  the  Scriptures,  to  renounce  their  idolatry,  and  make  a  pubUc  pro^ 
fiesaon  of  the  Christian  fidth.  The  influence  of  these  events  has  been  widely 
propagated;  and  not  only  the  auperstitiotts  Bhuddists,  but  the  haughty  Ma- 
homedans,  have-begun  to  manifest  an  inclination  to  receive  instruction  them- 
selves, and  to  permit  their  children  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  an  improved 
education.**-  J^rteenih  Report^  p.  69- 

"  J^LVA.;-'^  Of  the  Arabic  Bibles  a^d  Testaments  sent  to  Java,  a  veiy  oonu. 
denbU  immber  have  been  sdds  some  of  the  Arabiaa  nwidiants  and  ah^ 
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Aaabojna,  &c— gzstitude  for  the  Scripturea. 


MS  .described  as  sitting  in  company  whole  nigfats  tO0etb«r,  wm^ng  than 
with  the  greatest  eagerness  and  attention. 

'^^  One  merchant  actually  dekyed  his  departure  from  Batavia  for.  many 
days,  in  order  to  read  a  Bible,  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Suppcar,  with 
taanquillity  and  reflection. .  He  promised  to  recommend  it  to  his  country- 
neiiy  and  implored  a  thousand  blessings  on  the  Bible.**— 7V«{^A  Rep,  p.  44- 

'  JlkioTVA,  ftc—'^  The  want  of  the  Scriptures  at  Amboyna  may  be  pain- 
Mly  inferred,  from  the  ftct  of  a  Malay  Bible  having,  in  November  leid. 
Mohed,  at  a  pablic  sale,  ferty..alx  Spanish  dollaxs,  upwards  of  10/.  sterling.** 

FmrteeiUk  Heparin  p.  44. 
**  The  Rev.  Joseph  Kam,  minister  of  the  Butch  Church  at  Amboyna, 
States  the  nrgent  need  of  a  large  supply  of  the  holy  scriptures  for  upwards 
of  20,000  native  Christians,  ^  among  whom  the  previous  AVord  of  God  is  very 
scarce.*  He  adds,  that  he  writes  *"  with  a  broken  heart,*  from  his  inability  to 
fUmish  a  single  copy  of  the  holy  scriptures,  so  much  wanted  by  his  ^  dea^ 
people.*  •* — Ibid,  ji^efidit^   No,  v. 

^  The  Committee  of  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  having  place^ 
9000  Maliy  Testaments  at  the  disposal  of  W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  for  the  siip« 
pljr  of  the  native  Christians  of  Amboyna,  the  following  is  his*  statement 
adsfeive  to  -tiie  distribution.-^It  had  been-  his  intention  to  limit  the  diatri- 
bution  to  persons  selected  for  their  respectability,  and  presumed  desire  tQ 
profit  \j  tile  gift ;  and  his  lists  were  made  out  accordingly :  ^  But,*  says  Mr. 
JdMin,  ^thls  intention  I  was  afterwards  compelled  to  relinquish;  as  J 
Ibund  it  impossible  to  confine  the  distribution  within  the  narrow  limita  which 
a  rigorous  adherence  to  it  would  have  prescribed:  for  so  great  was  tha 
ay^mnm  pervading  the  community,  to  reap  the  benefit  of  a  liberality 
which  they  had  not  before  experienc^  and  of  which  they  would  not  expect 
aoon  to  witness  the  recurrence,  that,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  distri- 
bution, instead  of  the  comparatively  small  and  select  number  of  individuals 
designated  by  the  lists,  the  church  was  crowded  by  a  multitude  of  people  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  imploring,  with  an  earnestness  of  supplication 
which  could  not  be  resisted,  the  unreserved  communication  to  them  all,  of 
an  advantage  which  all  appreciated,  and  all  had  beeh  prepared,  and  were 
^uali^'tO  enjoy.*  ^'^ Fifteenth  Report,  p.  Ixxiv. 

*•  The  Rev,  Joseph  Kam,  referred  to  in  one  of  the  preceding  extracts,  thua 
writes  under  date  of  the  1 4th  of  January,  1 819  :— 

^ '  Besides  the  Negeries  in  the  Celebes,  I  found,  on  my  journey  to  the 
flanguir  Islands,  upwards  of  10,000  native  Christians,  among  whom  I  did 
fiot  meet  with  more  than  two  complete  copies  of  the  Bible,  and  a  few  New 
Testaments. 

*'  ^  When  I  lately  arrived  at  a  large  Negeiy  (or  village),  the  name  of  which 
Is  lAhb&i,  north-west  from  Ambojrna,  upwards  of  800  persons,  in  order  to 
convince  me  of  the  reality  of  their  &ith  in  the  only  true  and  living  Gon, 
lurought  all  their  idols  before  me,  and  acknowledged  their  foolishness.  { 
-advised  them  to  pack  them  all  up  in  a  laige  box  (into  which  they  formerly 
used  to  be  put  for  their  m^Vs  rest),  and  to  put  a  heavy  load  of  stones  upon 
-them,  and  to  drown  them  all  in  the  depth  of  the  sea,  in  my  presence.  They 
an  agreed  to  follow  my  advice ;  a  boat  was  made  ready  fiir  the  purpose;  anjl 
-with  a  great  shout,  they  were  carried  out  of  the  Negery,  and  launched  into 
the  bosom  of  the  deep.  After  this  business  was  over,  we  sang  the  four  fir^t 
verses  of  the  136th  Psalm. 

** '  This  is  Che  fruit  of  preaching  the  gospel  of  Crkxst,  and  of  tHa  latW/tB  of 
your  society;  "— iSfarlMitf A  Report :  Jppmukjt^  >.  1^96>7. 
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India.-— Grateful  reception  of  Bibles  by  the  Natives,  and  by  Roman  Catholic^ 

,  PfcwAwo.— **In  Fenang,  Mr.  Milne  esdmates  the  number  of  Chinese  set* 
tiers  at  8000 ;  and  he  observes,  that  in  the  course  of  his  distribution,  he  did 
not  meet  with  one  who  did  not  thankfiilly  receive  a  New  Testament  ficom  his 
hKadB.**'^F€wieenth  R^ort^  p.  hcxiv. 

Maulcca* — ^^  Mr.  Milne  has  found  many  openings  for  putting  the  Chinese 
Scriptures  into  circulation.  By  the  communication  which  it  maintains  witii 
these  places  in  the  archipelago  where  the  Chinese  reside ;  with  various  parts 
of  Cochin-China  and  Siam,  where  multitudes  of  Chinese  are  settled;  aii4 
even  with  three  provinces  of  China  itself;  opportunities  occur,  of  which 
Mr.  Milne  has  diligently  availed  him^eli^  and  by  a  due  use  of  which,  much 
good,  it  is  hoped,  may  hereafter  be  accompliahed.*'— /M.  p.  74-4>. 

Ikdxa. — ^*  There  is  no  part  of  the  world  which  ofiers  a  wider  scope  for  thi» 
operations  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  than  Hindoatan.  The 
Oiristians  dispersed  over  that  vast  countiy,  including  Ceylon,  are  calnilated 
at  nearly  a  million,  using  various  dialects ;  and  few  among  this  number  have 
had  the  happiness  to  possess  the  sacred  scriptures.  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  the  ancient  Christians,  it  may  be  conndently  affirmed,  have,  fhnn  the 
want  of  these  precious  records,  relapsed  into  idolatry  and  superstition ;  and 
many  who  now  profess  Christianity  are,  from  t]|e  same  deprivation,  Ghrie* 
tians  merely  in  name. 

**"  The  Hindoos  and  Mahomedans  subject  to  the  British  authority  amy  be 
estimated  at  seventy  millions ;  of  the  remainder,  no  calculation  can  be  made. 
These  observations  cannot  but  suggest  the  most  fbrcible  motives  fbr  the 
ezertiona  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sode^,  both  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  Christians  of  India,  and  for  displaying  the  reeorda  of  dmne 
tflttth  to  the  natives  who  are  ignorant  of  it."— ^^JUA  Atperf ,  j*.  10  e«  sty. 

**•  Sandappen,  a  schoolmaster,  in  his  address  fbor  a  New  Testament,  says— 
^  Eeverend  Father,  have  Aiercy  upon  me.  I  am,  amongst  so  many  craving 
beggars  for  the  holy  teriptures,  the  chief  craving  be^pur.  The  bounty 
of  the  bestowers  of  this  treasure  is  so  great,  I  understand,  that  even  this 
book  is  read  in  rice-nuurkets  and  salUmaAets.'  '* 

Nmth  Eep^i  Appendix,  p.  83. 

^  As  to  the  disposition  of  the  natives  themselves  of  the  best  caste  towards 
the  Bible,  take  the  following  among  many  other  no  less  striking  evidences. 
A  Nayr,  of  Travancore,  even  reproached  one  of  our  ZUlah  judges  on  the 
coast,  for  not  giving  them  our  Scriptures,  The  judge  had  been  reading  to 
him  some  passages  from  the  Malayalim  Go^l ;  when,  on  his  stopping,. the 
man,  full  of  admiration  of  its  divine  sentimente,  ratlier  abruptly  addresJBed 
him, '  What,  sir,  and  are  these  Indeed  your  shasters  ?  Why,  why  have  fod 
not  given  them  to  us  ?  We  have  not  kept  back  ours  from  ^ou ;  why  have 
not  you  given  us  yours  ?*  I  could  give  you  a£fectinff  instances  of  lively 
gratitude  with  which  maay  have  received  the  Tamul  Scriptures,  and  the 
veneration  they  have  expressed  by  word  and  action."— />//^  from  the  Rtv' 
M.  Tkaimton,  Madras. — ElevetUh  Report  f    Appendix,  p.  26. 

"^  At  Nag-poora,  the  capital'  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  a  gentleman, 
fiaendly  to  the  Scriptures,  gave  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament  to  a  Brahmin, 
a  man  of  high  estimation.  He  received  and  read  it  i  but  discovered  no  pe» 
culiar  regard  to  the  Gospel,  till  about  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  when  htf 
openly  declared,  that  he  gave  up  all  hope  in  his  own  religion,  and  trusted  only 
in  the  Loud  Jksus  Chbist,  who  gave  his  life  a  ransom  fbr  tinners.  H& 
aatoniahftd  ftmily  expostulated  with  him,  and  even  maniftsted  vtentment-i- 

t 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


BLUISH  AND  F0EBI6N  BIBLB  SOCnSTT^'        [CHAF.  U- 


India.— *The  Tamul  Bible  Afleociatioii  established  at  Madras.^ — China. 


but  all  in  vain :  the  dying  man  had  obtained  a  view  of  the  Friend  of  Sinneniy 
and  he  appeared  to  cleave  to  him  to  his  last  moments." — IM*  jfpy.  jp.  31. 

*'  The  expectation  held  out  by  the  Committee  (of  the  Bombay  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society)  in  the  First  Report,  of  distributiii^  the  Scriptures  in  Portu- 
guese  to  the  native  Christians  of  that  church,  has  been  realized  with  great 
success;  send  they  have  not  only  dispersed  a,  considerable  number  on  tlie 
idands  of  Bombay  and  Salsette,  but  have  forwarded  no  less  than  550  to  Goa, 
at  the  particular  request  of  the  British  Envoy,  who  describes  the  natives^ 
ind  even  the  priests,  as  coming  in  crowds  to  receive  them.** 

Tkirteenik  lUpori :  Jppinduei  No.  n.- 

**•  A  very  intelligent  and  truly  Christian  native,  Appavoo,  having  been 
employed  by  the  Inmed  and  industrious  Colonel  Mackenzie  to  collet  anti- 
quities for  him,  in  aid  of  a  great  work  in  which  he  is  engaged,  undertook  to 
(Ufltribute  seme  Tamul  New  Testaments  in  the  course  of  his  journey. 
Among  the  happy  results  with  which  this  procedure  of  Appavoo  has  been 
already  attended,  the  deposed  Rigah  of  Travanoore  has  been  so  impressed 
with  the  Bible,  that  he  has  directed  a  chapter  to  be  read  to  him  daily ;  and 
tibe  hi^-priest  of  the  Jainas  has  desired  a  visit  from  the  Bev.  Mr.  Biienius, 
who  sent  him  tiie  Tanttl  Bible,  to  explain  the  Ooqiel  more  perfectly  to  him- 
ind  his  people.  Under  the  impression  made  by  these  and  other  interesting 
circumstances,  the  Christian  native  writes  :•— 

^  *  While  we  have  time,  let  us  sow  the  good  seed  of  the  Goepel;  the  Gov 
<»f  heaven  will  shower  on  it  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  it  may  brhig  forth  good 
fruits  :*— and  he  adds,  in  a  strain  of  interesting  simplicity ;  ^  In  every  age 
tiiere  have  arisen  some  alterations  in  their  superstition.  Inquiry  is  made 
into  their  own  Vedam,  to  find  out  the  good  way :  I  am  sure,  very  soon, 
OoD  Aliuciitt  wiH  enlaige  hts  kingdom ;  and  the  venefable  benefisustors 
who  exert  tliemsdves  in  i&a  deaixmbk  cause,  will  be  rewarded  a  thousmd 
fi»ld.'  **-.-/^icrleni<A  Reftrt^  p.  Ixv.  e<  ««y. 

^'AsodetyhaslMeBesUblisbedatMadns,  called  the  Tamul  Bible  Asso- 
datum.  Under  the  presidency  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bhenius  (of  the  Chuzdi 
Missjonaiy  Sodety),  this  little  groupe  of  native  Christians  held  its  first 
anniversary  on  the  36th  of  July  1818,  at  which  not  fewer  than  eight 
sative  converts  delivered  then:  simple  addresses.  Of  these,  one  was  ex- 
pressed in  the  feUowing  terms :— *  I  am  glad  that  a  society  like  this  has 
been  established.  Bj  wis  means  the  word  of  God  will  be  given  to  the  poor  ^ 
yea,  will  be  made  luiown  to  aD.  This  word  of  God  is  a  cleanser  of  the 
htert :  I  wish  that  all  may  receive  it*  ^-^SiaAtaUk  Mqtariy  p,  73. 

China.— That  a  translatiion  of  the  entire  Bible  into  the 
language  of  this  immense  empire — supposed  to  contain  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  human  race — ia  at  length  completed,  must 
be  a  source  of  gratitude  and  joy  to  ever^  sincere  believer  in' 
divine  revelation.  Of  the  importance  of  this  work,  and  the 
good  effects  of  the  partial  distribution  already  commenced^ 
the  following  extracts  will  testify : — 

^  The  inteUigenoe  from  Java  respecting  the  aooqitanoe  of  the  Chinesr 
New  T^rtament  bj  the  CSunese  settled  in  &at  isUnd,  is  highly  encoomgiiig 
Had  idteresting.  It  appears  that  many  of  them  not  only  read  the  New 
Testament,  but  are  anxious  to  obtain  ezphmations  of  passages  which  thej 
do  not  understand.  *  These  Chinese,'  Mr.  Supper  (Secntary  of  the  Java 
Bibl0  Society)  adds,  ^h«ve  already  turned  their  idols  out  of  then:  houais, 
sad  are  desirous  of  beoomhag  rhiistieiifc'    One  of  the  most  opulent  of  the 
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Penia. — The  Scriptures  reoeWed  with  avidity,  and  read  with  attention. 

Chinese  in  Java  observed :  *  I  have  read  Mr.  Morrison^s  New  Testament 
with  pleasure  ;  it  is  very  fine ;  and  it  would  be  well  if  every  one  led  such  a 
life  as  Jesus  Christ  has  taught  him  to  lead.*  This  introduced  a  conversation, 
the  result  of  which  was,  '  that  the  Chinese,  on  his  return  to  his  home,  toi« 
all  the  painted  images  from  the  wall,  and  threw  them  into  the  fire.'  He  haa 
never  since  firequented  the  Chinese  temples.'* — Thirieenih  Reporty  p.  IxzL     ' 

^  ^*  By  the  good  hand  of  Gk)i>,'*  says  the  Rev.  Mr.  Milne,  '^  and  the  Ubeiil 
«id  of  your  excellent  society,  we  have  been  enabled  to  send  the  sacited 
▼nlume  to  various  parts  of  China,  and  to  almost  every  place  where  any 
considerable  number  of  Chinese  are  settled :  finm  Penang,  throu^  the 
Malay  Archipelago,  to  the  Moluccas  and  Celebes,  on  the  one  hand ;  and 
firom  Kiddah,  round  the  Peninsula,  throuf^  the  Gulph  of  Slam,  and  along 
the  coast  of  Cochin.China,  on  the  other. 

^  Such  beginnings,  at  least,  are  auspicious ;  and  they  enoounge  a  hop» 
that  they  may  be  the  precursors  of  Scriptural  light  to  the  many  million^<if 
.China,  to  whom  the  word  of  God  is  utterly  unknown.*' 

t\fU€nih  R^fvrty  p.  Izxxi 

Persia. — ^One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  inde&tigable  and  Ia« 
mented  Henry  Martyn^  was  his  translation  of  the  N^w  Testa? 
ment  into  the  Persian  language.  On  thu  version  he  had 
bestowed  the  greatest  pains,  to  render  it  perfect;  and,  agree* 
ably  to  his  wishes,  a  copy  of  the  manuscript  was  presented 
by  his  friend  Sir  Gore  Ousely,  Bart,  to  the  Shah,  or  king,' 
of  Persia,  whose  approval  of  the  performance,  as  signified  in^ 
the  following  extract  of  his  letter  to  Sir  Gore,  then  Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary  from  Great  Britain  to  his.  Court,  is  not 
the  least  remarkable  instance  of  those  providential  openings 
so  frequently  recorded  in  the  History  of  the  Bible  Society:— ^ 

^  In  truth,  through  the  learned  and  unremitted  exertions  of  the  Rev. 
Heniy  Martyn,  it  has  been  translated  in  a  style  most  befitting  sacred 
books ;  that  is,  in  an  easy  and  simple  diction.  Formerly,  the  Four  £van* 
geUsts,  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John,  were  known  in  Persia ;  but  now 
the  whole  of  the  New  Testament  is  completed  in  a  most  excellent  manner  t 
and  this  circumstance  has  been  an  additional  source  of  pleasure  to'  our 
enlightened  and  august  mmd.  Even  the  Four  Evangelists,  which  were 
known  in  this  country,  had  never  been  before  explained  in  so  dear  and 
luminous  a  manhel:.  We,  therefore,  have  been  particularly  delighted  with, 
this  copious  and  complete  translation.  If  it  please  the  most  merdftil  GoD^ 
we  shall  command  the  Select  Servants,  who  are  admitted  to  our  presence,  to 
read*  to  us  the  above-mentioned  book  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  that 
we  may,  in  the  most  minute  maimer,  hear  and  comprehend  its  contents." 

Eleventh  Report  i  jfppendix.  No,  LU 

*  **  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  word  *  Tilawat,'  which  the  Trans- 
Utor  has  rendered  'read,'  is  an  honorable  sisnification  of  that  act,  almost 
exclusively  applied  to  the  perusing  or  reciting  the  Korftn.  The  making 
use,  therefore,  of  this  term  or  expression,  shews  the  degree  of  respect  and' 
estimation  in  which  the  Shah  holds  the  New  Testament" 

N^ie  bg  Sir  Cote  Oui^, 
t2  •<-•-. 
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Geoigia,  Armenin.     Syria,  Palestine,  &c 


The  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible  Sodety,  with  equal 
cordiality  and  promptitude,  undertook  the  publication  of 
.5000  copies  of  this  version,  which  has  found  ^^a  grateful 
Acceptanoei  and  a  wide  drculadoni  in  Persia.'*^ 

-  **  The  eagerness,*^  obsenres  Br.  Faterson,  *^  with  which  the  FersLans 
seodTe,  and  the  attention  with  which  thej  read  the  New  Testament, 
esceeda  alL  expectation.  The  excellent  Martjm,  though  dead,  is  now 
IHeaching  the  Gospel  to  thia  numerous  people.  We  cannot  supply  tiiem 
fitft  cnoi:^  In  three  days  I  sent  off  one  thousand  copies  to  Astracluub'* 
Stvmi§i»ih  Rijmi  0/ike  Ckmth  MMnutrif  SeeUt^^  p,  ATI* 

GsoaoiA,  AuMEviA,  kc-^ln  the  year  1814,  it  appears  by  the  in* 
farmation  of  the  Geozgian  archbidu^  Dositheos,  **  that  the  nitmber  of 
Cbristiaas  beloneng  to  the  OxKco-Geornan  CSiurch  exceeded  a  millioiii 
that  in  Georgia  Proper  there  were  nearly  900  churches ;  and  in  Imeretla 
and  Mingrelia,  1 100 ;  and  that  among  these  8000  churches,  not  SOO  BiUea 
were  to  be  found.  In  fiul,  but  one  ^ition  of  the  Georgian  Bible  had  been 
printed,  and  that  a  folio.-  The  Clergy  were,  for  the  most  part,  deplorably 
Ignorant  !Q«li§^on  was  more  cultivated  by  the  females  thain  by  the  males» 
or  even  by  ttib  priestB.**     OweiCi  HitUty,  yibh  III.  p,  43. 

**  The  Bible  in  the  Armenian  language  is  much  wanted,  not  ohly  for  the 
Armenian  Chnstiaais  in  the  south  <tf  Russia,  but  also  for  those  who  lire 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  empire.  Copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  this  impor* 
^nt  language  have  become  so  scarce,  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  the 
•ociety  to  procure  one  at  any  price.*' — Und,  Vol  II.  p*  434- 

Syria,  Palestine,  &c. — The  Rev.  Henrv  Lindsay,  Chap- 
lain to  the  British  Embassy  at  Constantinople,  thus  addressee 
the  Committee  in  January,  1815  :— 

^  Some  Greek  priests  of  Syria,  by  desire  of  the  Fatriarch'  of  Jerusalem, 
who  is  at  present  at  Constantinople,  called  upon  me  yesterday,  with  a  view 
to  procure  some  copies  of  the  Anbic  Bible,  printed  by  the  society,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  seen  the  copy  I  presented  to  the  Fa^iarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, and  the  short  sketch  of  the  society's  proceedings  which  I  got 
translated.  I  regret,  however,  I  had  none  left  in  my  possession.  T^ 
priests  informed  me,  that  such  is  the  want  of  the  Bible  in  Arabic,  through- 
out Syria,  that  only  a  few  old  copies  are*  to  be  found,  and  these  seldom 
entire :  tiiey  therefore  begged  me  to  request  from  the  society  a  speedy 
supply.**— J?2CTWfilA  Report :  Appendix^  No.  z.xxii. 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  C.  J.  Rich^  Esq.  the  East* 
India  Company's  Resident  at  Bagdad,  who,  after  enumerating 
die  various  denominations  of  professing  Christians  in  these 
extensive  regions,  observes  :— 

^  Of  all  these  Christians,  the  Armenians  are  the  only  ones  who  have 
copies  of  the  Bible  among  them,  and  those  are  by  far  too  few  to  be  pr». 
ductive  of  general  good :  this  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  even  the 
poorest  classes  are  fond  of  reading  the  Scriptures.  The  Bibles  in  Syriac 
and  Chaldee  are  to  be  found  only  in  manuscript  in  the  churches ;  and 
indeed  they  would  be  of  but  small  comparative  use  to  the  natives,  the  com<» 
mMi  language  of  the  greater  part  of  which  is  Arabic    In  the  church  of  the 
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Bepositorj  of  Bibles  tnd  Teftaments  foimed  at  Jenunlem. 


Catholic  Chaldean  Fatriarch  of  Diarbekir,  I  heard  a  leason  read  from  tha 
Oospela  in  Turidah,  from  a  translation  by  a  native  of  Kerkouk,  which,  to 
the  beat  of  mj  knowledge,  eztsta  only  in  this  manuscript  Bj  Su  tbs 
greatest  part,  therefore,  of  the  Oriental  Christians  are  whc^y  without  anjr 
copies  of  the  Scriptures ;  with  which  thej  have  no  other  acquaintance  than 
what  they  acquire  through  the  medium  of  their  priests  (who  are  too  often 
lamentabij'  ignorant),  or  from  the  detached  portions  which  they  hear  in  the 
churches,  and  which  they  are  not  often  capable  of  tmderstanding.  It  is* 
Iherefiire,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  supply  them  with  copies  of  th« 
Bible  in  the  languages  with  which  they  are  most  familiar." 

Twelfth  H^ari  i  JjitpmuKx,  No.  icxvu^ 

'  One  of  the  latest  Christian  trayellers  in  this  most  interest- 
ing region,  is  the  Rey.  James  Connor  (employed  by  the 
Church  Missionary  Society)  >  from  whose  communicatioiiSy 
dated  in  March  and  April  1820,  the  following  extracts  are 
taken:— 

^  The  archbishop  of  Cyprus  having  given  me  an  introductory  letter  to 
Procopiua,  the  chief  agent  of  the  Patnarcfa  of  Jerusalem,  I  waited  on  him^ 
at  the  Greek  ConTent,  two  or  three  days  after  my  arrivai  He  received  me 
in  the  most  fiiendly  manner.  He  expressed  his  warmest  approbation  of  the 
plan  and  olgects  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and  acceded  immediately  to  my  pro* 
posal,  of  leaving  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  which  I  had 
brought  with  me,  in  his  hands,  for  sale  or  distribution  among  the  pilgrims 
tndothen.*' 

By  a  subsequent  arrangement  with  this  valuable  agent,  a 
Depository  for  the  sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  diflferent 
languages,  during  the  Passoyer,  has  been  established  in  th6 
great  square  which  fronts  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
at  Jerusalem*  On  this  spot  the  pilgrims — amounting  to  be- 
tween S  and  4000 — ^frequently  assemble;  and  they  will,  by 
this  important  measure,  be  enabled  in  future  to  purchase, 
at  die  very  gates  of  the  Sepulchre,  '*  the  place  where  the  Lord 
Aay,**  and  to  carry  home  to  their  fiunilies  and  friends,  those 
Scriptures  which  will  tend  progressively  to  inspire  a  purer 
and  more  exalted  spirit  of  devotion.  Thus  we  behold  in  our 
day  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  declaration,  '^  The  Law 
shall  go  forth  of  Zion,  and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  from  Je- 
rusalemr 

^  The  patrisseh  of  Damascus  recdved  me,**  observes  Mr.  Connor,  ^in 
tiM  most  IHendfy  manner.  The  sjslem  and  operations  of  the  Bible  SodeCy 
4eUgfited  him.  He  vUl  enoourue  and  promote,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  throughout  the  patriardiate.  Am 
a  proof  of  his  earnestness  in  this  cause,  the  next  day  he  ordered  a  number 
m  letters  to  be  prepared  and  despatched  to  his  uchbishops  and  bishops, 
wcpng  them  to  promote  the  objedi  of  the  Bible  Society  in  their  respective 
stations.  As  soon  as  the  Scriptures  arrive  in  Damascus,  the  patriarch  w£U 
mfceit  known  to  the  people,  by  ordering  it  to  be  announced  to  them  in  the 
dWRent  chttrcheB.^1  have  eouTersed  with  many  of  the  Catholic  ecde.. 
siasUoB OB OieBible Society, sod lUlaboun of  Cairistiandisrity,  ndi 
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Present  state  of  the  Seven  Churches  in  Asia. 

hove  I  heard  one  voice  lifted  up  against  it :  all  that  they  require  is,  thtft 
the  edition  be  conformable  to  the  authorised  text  This  text  (I  have  se^ 
▼eral  times  made  the  inquiry)  is  uvivsksallt  nrTELLioiBi.s.  All  can 
understand  it*'  *  '  t 

This  enterprising  Christian  traveller  thu$  concludes  his 
observations: — 

^*  From  this  sketch  of  mj  proceedings  in  Sjiia,  you  will  have  seen  that 
the  channels  are  now  opened  for  the  introduction  of  the  Scriptures  into 
these  parts^  and  for  their  general  circulation. — By  means  of  our  friends  in 
Jerusidem,  Jaflb,  Acre^  Saide,  Beirout,  Damascus,  Tripoli,  Latichea, 
Scanderoon,  and  Aleppo,  they  will  be  offered  fiir  sale  in  every  part  of  the 
country.— I  have  prepared  the  minds  of  veiy  many  for  the  operations  of  the 
Bible.  Society  in  these  parts;  and  I  think  I  may  say  with  trutli,  that  these 
eperataoos  will  be  hailed  with  gratitude.**— Aftmmafjr  Register /or  Sept,  1 880t. 

Tl^  following  communication,  which  has  long  been  out 
of  print,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted : — 

Extract  t^  a  Letter  from  the  Rev,  H.  Lindsay ,  Chaplain  to  the  Em"' 
bassy  at  Constantinople,  relative  to  the  present  State  of  the  sbykk 
CUURCHBS  IN  ASIA^  mentioned  in  Rev.  ii.  and  iii. 

^  QmstanHfuple^Jtm.  10, 1816. 

^  When  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  on  a  short 
excursion  into  Asia  Minor.  Travelling  hastily,  as  I  was  constrained  to  do 
from  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  the  information  I  could  procure 
waa  heoessarily  superfldal  and  unaatisfiwtoiy :  as,  however,  I  distributed  the 
few  books  of  tiie  society  whidi  I  was  able  to  cany  with  me,  I  think  it  ne- 
cessaiy  to  give  some  account  of  the  course  I  took.  The  r^pUar  Intercourse 
of  En^bmd  with  Smyrna  will  enable  you  to  procure  as  accurate  intelligence 
of  its  present  state  as  any  I  can  pretend  to  offer. 

**  From  the  conversations  I  had  with  the  Greek  bishop  and  his  defgy,  as 
well  aa  vazioua  well4nfi>rmed  individuals,  I  am  led  to  suppose,  that,  if  the 
population  of  Smynta,  be  estimated  at  140,000  inhahitanta,  there  are  firom 
15  to  eQ,000  Greeks,  6000  Armenians,  6000  Catholics,  140  Protestants,  and 
11,000  Jews. 

^  After  Smyrna,  the  first  place  I  visited  was  Ephesus,  or  rather  (as  the 
site  is  not  quite  the  same)  Aiaaalick,  which  consists  of  about  fifteen  poor 
cottages.  I  found  tiiere  but  three  Christians,  two  brothers  who  keep  a^snudl 
shop,  and  a  gardener.  They  are  all  three  Greeks,  and  their  ignorance  is 
lamentable  indeed.  In  that  place,  which  was  blessed  so  long  with  an  Apo- 
stle*s  labours  and  those  of  his  zealous  assistants,  are  Christians  who  have 
not  so  much  as  heard  of  that  aposUe,  or  seem  only  to  recognise  the  name 
of  Paul  as  one  in  the  calendar  of  their  aainta.    One  of  them  I  found  ahle  to 

.  *  The  edition  of  the  Arabic  Scriptures  to  whidi  Mr.  Connor  alludes,  as 
under  preparation  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  is  precisely  that 
which  he  states  as  exclusively  acceptable  among  the  Christians  of  Syria.  It 
is  a  reprint  of  the  Propaganda  edition ;  on  the  correction  of  which.  Professor 
Hacbride,  of  Okfbrd,  arid  Professor  Lee,  of  Cambridge,  are  bestowing  un- 
wearied attention.  The  New  Testament  is  just  completed.  On  the  commu- 
nication to  the  Committee  of  the  despatches  firom  Mr.  Connor,  they  di- 
rected 1000  Copies  of  the  New  Testament  to  be  fi)rwarded  without  delay 
to  theMeditesnactn;  and  these  will  be  followed  by  ample  supplies. 
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smd  a  little,  and  left  with  him  the  New  Testament  in  ancient  and  modem 
Greek,  which  he  eiqireaaed  a  strong  denie  to  read ;  and  promiaed  me  he 
would  not  only  studj  it  hinuelf,  but  lend  it  to  his  friends  in  the  neuifa* 
booring  villages.  My  next  object  was  to  see  LaodUoea :  in  the  road  to  £is, 
is  Ousel-hiser,  a  large  town,  with  one  church,  and  about  700  Christians. 

'*  In  converring  with  the  priests  here,  I  found  them  so  little  acquainted 
with  the  Bible,  or  even  the  New  Testament,  in  an  entire  form,  that  they 
bad  no  distinct  knowledge  of  the  bodes  it  contained,  beyond  the  Four 
Gospels;  but  mentioned  them  indiscriminately,  with  various  idle^legends 
md  Hves  of  saints. 

^  I  have  sent  thither  three  copies  of  the  modem  Greek  Testament  since 
my  return.  About  three  miles  fhm  Laodicea  is  Denisli,  which  has  been 
styled,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  erroneously,  the  andent  Colosse  >  it  is  a 
eonsidendile  town,  with  about  400  Christians,  Greds,  and  Amenians;  each 
of  whom  has  a  church*  I  regret,  however,  to  say,  that  here  also  the  most 
extravagant  tales  of  mlraclps,  and  fobuious  accounts  of  angels,  saints,  and 
relics,  had  so  usurped  the  plaee  of  the  Scriptures,  as  to  render  it  very  diflU 
cult  to  separate,  in  their  minds,  divine  tmths  from  human  inventions.  I 
folt,  that  here  that  unhappy  time  was  come,  when  men  should  *  turn  away 
their  ears  from  the  truth,  uid  be  turned  unto  fables.* 

^  I  had  with  me  some  copies  of  the  Gospels  in  ancient  Greek,  which  I 
distributed  here,  as  in  some  other  places  throu^  which  I  had  passed. 
£ski-hiaar,  close  to  which  are  the  remains  of  ancient  Laodicea,  contains 
about  fifty  poor  inhabitanta ;  in  which  number  are  but  two  Christians,  who 
live  togetlier  in  asmalimills  unhappily,  neither  could  read  at  all  t  the  copy, 
therefine,  of  the  New  Testament  which  I  intended  for  this  Church,  I  left 
witii  that  of  Denisli,  the  oaring  and  poor  remains  of  Laodicea  and  Co- 
losse  s  the  prayers  of  the  mosque  are  the  only  prayers  which  are  heard  near 
the  ruins  of  TiOit^T^'^i  on  which  the  threat  seems  to  have  been  fully  exe- 
cuted, in  its  utter  reiection  as  a  Qiurch. 

**  I  left  it  for  Philadelphia,  now  Alah-ahehr.  It  was  gratifyuig  to  find  at 
last  some  surviving  fruits  of  early  seal :  and  here,  at  foast,  whatever  may 
be  lost  of  the  spirii  of  Christianity,  there  is  still  the  /trm  of  a  Christian 
Cburch  {—this  has  been  kept  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  came  upon 
all  the  Christian  worid.  There  are  here  about  lOOu  Christians,  chiefly 
Greeks,  who,  for  the  most  part,  q;>eak  only  Turkish :  there  are  twenty.fiye 
places  of  public  worship,  five  of  which  are  laige,  regular  churches :  to  these 
there  is  a  resident  bidiop,  with  twenty  inferior  clergy.  A  copy  of  the  mo» 
dem  Greek  Testament  was  received  by  the  bishop  with  great  thankfiilmass 
I  quitted  Alah-shehr,  deeply  disappointed  at  the  statement  I  received  them 
of  the  Church  of  Sardis.  I  trusted  that,  in  its  utmost  triaks  it  would  not 
have  been  mxSaed  to  perish  utterly ;  and  I  heard  with  surpHse,  that  not  a 
vestige  of  it  remained^— With  what  satiafoction,  then,  did  I  find,  on  the  plains 
of  Sardis,  a  small  Church  establishment:  the  &w  Christians. who  dwcdi 
around  modem  Sart  wen  anxious  to  settle  there,  and  erect  a  church,  as 
they  wera  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  each  other's  houses,  for  the  exercise  of 
rel4[ion  s  frx>m  this  design  they  were  prohibited  by  Kar  Osman  Oglu,  the 
Turkish  Governor  of  the  district ;  and,  in  consequence,  about  five  years  agp» 
they  built  a  church  upon  the  plain,  within  view  of  ancient  Sardis,  and  them 
they  maintain  a  priest  The  place  has  gradually  risen  into  a  little  villsge, 
now  called  Tartar-keuy  :  thither  the  few  Christians  of  Sart,  who  amount  to 
seven,  and  those  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  resort  for  public  worship,  and 
form  together  a  congregation  of  about  forty.  Then  appears  then  still  a 
remnant,  '  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis,*  which  have  been  preaerve4..  I 
<auuiot  mpeat  theexpresiioos  of  gratitude  with  which  they  received   a 
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Kfifjpj  of  tie  New  Tertmnent,  in  a  laogoage  with  which  they  jwovq  ftndHar. 
fik^er^l  crowded  about  the  priest,  to  hear  it  on  the  spot ;  and  I  left  then 
thus  engaged.  Ak-hisar,  the  ancient  Thyatira,  is  said  to  contain  about 
30,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  3000  are  CSixistiana,  all  Greeks,  except  about 
M>  Armemans.  There  is,  however,  but  one  Greek  church,  and  one  Aj^tae^ 
iliaa.  The  superior  of  the  Greek  Church,  to  whom  I  presented  the  ficnnaic 
Testament,  este^ned  it  so  great  a  treasure,  that  he  earnestly  pressed  me,  if 
possible,  to  spare  another,  that  one  might  be  secured  to  the  church,  snd 
Ibee  from  acodents,  while  the  other  went  round  smong  the  people,  for 
their  private  reading.  I  have  therefore,  since  my  return  hither,  sent  him 
Ipurcopies. 

^  The  Church  of  ^ergamos,  in  respect  to  numbers,  may  be  said  to  flou^ 
lish  still  in  Bexgama  The  town  is  leas  than  Ak4)isar,  but  the  number  of 
Christians  is  about  as  great,  the  proportion  of  Armenians  to  Greeks  nearly 
file  same,  and  each  nation  sJso  has  one  church.  The  bishop  of  the  district, 
who  occasionally  resides  there,  was  at  tiiat  time  absent ;  and  I  experienced, 
with  deep  resret,  that  the  resident  clergy  were  totally  incapable  of  e8ti«- 
mating  the  gift  I  intended  them :  I  therefore  delivered  the  Testament  to 
thel  lay  vicar  of  the  bishop,  at  his  urgent  request,  he  having  assured  me 
that  the  bishop  would  highly  prize  so  valuable  an  acquisition  to  the  church  f 
he  Seemed  mudi  plesaed  that  the  benighted  state  of  his  nation  had  excited 
the  attention  of  strangers. 

**  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  left,  at  least  one  cojpy  of  the  unadulterated  word  of 
OoD,  at  «ch  of  the  Seven  Asiatic  Churches  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  I  trust 
thsy  are  not  utterly  thrown  awmy :  but,  whoever  may  plant,  it  is  God  only 
who  can  give  the  increase ;  and,  from  his  goodness,  we  may  hope  they  will,  in 
due  time,  bring  fixrth  fivit,  *  some  thirty,  some  sixty,  and  some  a  hun- 
dred ihld  I*  Believe  me,  Sir,  evier  yours  most  truly, 

"  HEmT  LurDSAT.'* 

SfBBRfA  ^  Tartart.  — In  reference  to  these  extensiye 
regions,  it  has  been  observed : — 

^  The  seal  of  ChrisUans  has  been  greatly  stirred  up ;  Jews  have  been 
awakened  to  a  concern  for  studying  the  Christian  Scriptures ;  and  Mahome- 
4aas  and  Heathens  been  brou^t  to  desire  and  peruse,  in  their  own 
tongues,  the  sacred  oracles  of  truth  and  salvation.  Among  other  circum. 
stances  iUustrative  of  this  statement,  there  is  one  fiict,  which,  from  its 
striking  peculiarity,  and  the  consequences  with  which  it  seem^  pregnant, 
deserves  to  be  specially  noticed. 

^  The  tribe  of  Burjat$^  inhabiting  a  distant  quarter  of  Siberia,  having 
Been  particularly  struck  with  some  sheets,  which  they  had  received,  of  the 
Gospel  of  St  Matthew,  in  the  Calmuc,  despatched  two  of  their  native  chiefr^ 
persons  of  U^  fiunily,  and  very  intelligent  and  inquisitive,  to  St  Peters- 
buig,  in  order  to  obtain  a  trsnslation  of  the  New  Testament  into  their 
own,  which  is  a  kindred  dialect  On  this  translation  th^ y  are  now  occupied : 
and  such  was  the  almost  immediate  effect  of  what  they  expressively  called 
*  the  beautifld  sayings  of  Jesus,*  on  the  minds  of  these  heathen  in(]^uirer8, 
that  they  acknowledged,  when  they  afterwards  turned  to  pray  to  their  idols 
as  usual,  they  &lt  an  internal  disquietude,  of  which  they  never  before  had 
been  consdous  x  and  they  requested  to  be  more  perfectly  instructed  in  the 
mature  of  the  Gospel  '  What  a  striking  example,*  exclaims  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Papofl^  ^  of  the  life^iving  influence  of  the  word  of  God  on  the  hearts 
4lf  thesim|dei  sedung  after  troth,  though  they  be  heathens  !*  ** 

fkmUetUh  lUp^rtj  p.  IviiL  <#  sef> 
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Letter  firom  a  Feuuit  in  Siberii.--Sotttfa.5ea  labndi. 
The  sequel  of  tbis  remarkable  occurrence  is  thus  related:-— 

**  Of  the  impres8ion  produced  on  the  higher  orders  of  the  laity,  manj  ho« 
norable  instances  might  be  produced.  Few,  however,  exceed  in  interest 
that  of  the  two  Buzjat  nobles,  who,  having  been  effectuallj  converted  to  th^ 
Christian  fidth  by  translating  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew  into  the  Mongolian 
dialect,  addressed  a  letter  to  their  prince,  a  heathen,  and  residing  in  th^ 
heart  of  Siberia ;  in  which  are,  among  others,  the  following  sentiments  :— 

**  By  your  kind  endeavours  we  have  been  brought  near  the  feet  of  ou^ 
highly  exalted  monarch  (the  Emperor),  and  reached  the  city  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, where  shines  the  brightness  of  the  holy  doctrine :  for  here  we  hav^ 
seen  and  heard  the  most  sacred  words  of  the  Most  High  and  savins  God.— 
That  we  ever  should  see  and  hear  such  things,  we  never  before  had  an  id^a. 
llie  word  of  Gon  being  so  very  clear  and  intelligible,  we  cannot  sufficiently 
admire  it;  and  we  feel  that  it  is  truth  which  may  be  relied  on.  This 
vehicle  of  a  reasonable  fidth,  this  pearl  of  a  devout  heart,  although  existing 
eighteen  hundred  years  upon  earth,  has  hitherto  not  yet  come  to  our  Mon* 
gois  and  Buijats.  According  to  our  humble  opinion,  our  highly  exalted  and 
gracious  sovereign  is  a  hand  of  God  ;  and  the  Society  of  the  Holy  Book  of 
Keligion,  called  the  Bible,  a  true  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ.  When,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  our  people,  as  weU  as  every  individual  who  speaks  the  Mongo> 
fian  language,  ahidl  forsake  their  own  faith,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of 
CHmisT,-^when  they  shall  walk  in,  the  nam>w  and  saving  way,— they  wilL 
under  his  light  and  easy  yoke,  adopt  a  good  conversation  and  good  mannm  a 
that  fiiith  is  the  woik  of  God  alone."  •— Otiwi «  Hisi.  FhL  lU.  /^  40S  #<  Mf. 

'  The  foUowiiig  extract  will  shew,  that  the  desire  to  peruse 
the  sacred  yolume  extends  to  ihe  lowest  ranks  of  the 
people  :— 

JVvfN  a  Peasant  m  th»  GwemuMfU  «f  T&m$ky  in  Siberia :    March  6,  1816. 

**  Among  us  also,  in  this  distant  region  of  Siberia,  it  is  now  known,  thai 
the  pious  Bible  Society  in  Moscow  bestows  the  word  of  God  on  I3ie  poor  an  j 
needy,  gratis.  Such  a  gift  I  have  seen  in  the  village  4>f  Bam,  in  the  pos- 
session  of  a  poor  ecdemastic,  who  is  thereby  made  happy,  and  resids  his  lfe# 
Testament  with  joy.  Dare  I,  an  unworthy  man,  in  poverty  and  tears,  bea 
fer  a  New  Testament,  gratis,  also  ?  Though  I  do  not  understand  to  x«a3 
myself^  yet  my  son  can  read,  and  hears  the  holy  scriptures,  when  read  in  th^ 
church,  with  pleasure.  He  will  read  to  me  the  Gospels  and  the  Epistles  ; 
and  there  I  shall  also  learn  to  know,  how  the  Lord  God  took  upon  himsetf 
OUT  fleih,  came  into  this  world,  lived  among  sinneEs,  instructed  them, 
siiffered  and  died  for  us,  and  gave  to  us  the  holy  gospel,  that  all  men  might 
know  the  way  of  salvation.  I  intreat  the  juoua  Bible  Society  not  to  x^gec^ 
my  petition,  but  to  bestow  on  me  the  holy  scriptures,  to  rejoice  my  soul,  an4 
my  whole  household !  *'-«/^icrtosiiM  Report :  Appendixy  p*  85. 

SouTH-SxA  IsLAims.— "  In  the  islands  of  the  South  Seas,  particularly 
those  of  Otaheite,  Huaheine,  and  Eimeo,  in  consequence  of  Uie  extraoidU 
naiy  success  with  which  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  xecmitly 
attended,  openings  have  been  made  of  the  most  promising  nature,  for  th» 

'  *  It  will  gratif  J  the  friends  of  the  Institution  to  learn,  that  the  translation  of 
tile  Oo^mIs  of  St  Matthew  and  St  Luke  have  been  completed  and  printed  at 
Fatcnburg.  One  hundred  copies  of  the  vefmioo  have  ben  piesentad  lo  the 
Fareot  Institution  b7  the  Russian  Bible  Society. 
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diMemiiialicm  of  the  holy  flcriptures.  Spedmens  of  the  Gospd  of  St  Luke, 
in  the  Taheitan  language,  have  been  reoeiTed.  Three  thousand  copies  had 
been  printed  on  paper  fiimished  by  jour  society,  and  nearly  distributed, 
when  the  specimens  were  despatched  from  the  island  of  Huaheine  (to  which 
the  press  had  been  removed  from  Eimeo) ;  and  the  other  Gospels,  together  ■ 
with  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  were  nearly  ready  to  be  printed.  Of  these^ 
when  completed,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Missionaries  to  print  10,000  copies; 
which  number,  considering  the  progress  made  by  the  natives  in  reading,  and 
their  urgent  desire  to  possess  the  Scriptures,  it  was  expected,  would  still  not 
be  sufficient  to  supply  their  wants.  '  Multitudes,*  say  the  Missionaries,. 
'  can  now  read  with  ease ;  and  their  desire  to  teach  others  the  word  of  God 
seems  to  grow  with  their  own  knowledge.' 

**•  It  is  common  to  see  those  who  have  been  taught  to  read,  sitdnff  in  circles 
in  the  cooling  shade,  or  in  their  own  houses,  teaching  those  who  know  not. 
Kot  content  merely  with  what  they  learn  at  school,  they  frequently  sit  in 
circles  till  midnight,  teaching  each  other.  In  some  of  the  islands,  where  a 
Misflionaiy  has  never  resided,  the  natives  can  read  and  write ;  and  many 
have  known  how  to  teach  their  neighbours,  before  their  names  were  ever 
enrolled  in  the  school-book.'*— 5w<«e»IA  Report^  p,  Ixzx.  e<  teq. 

New  South  Wales. — An  Auxiliary  Society,  under  the 
patronage  of  Governor  Macquarie,  was  estabmhed  in  this 
colony  on  the  7th  of  March,  1817.  In  announcing  this 
memorable  event,  his  Excellency  observes,  **  The  colonists 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  Bibles,  and  will  be  most  thankful  to 
•  receive  them  on  any  terms." 

In  their  First  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  of  this  re- 
xuarkable  Institution  state,  that  ''  more  than  one-third  of  the 
dwellings,  and  three-fifths  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  who 
can  read,  are  without  a  Bible.**  Judicious  measures  were 
immediately  adopted  for  sOpplying  the  most  urgent  cases ;  a 
Branch  Society  was  established  at  Van  Dieman's  Land,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor ;  and  thre^  Bible 
jissociations  have  been  subsequently  formed,   on  a  regulkr 

2 stem,  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  Windsor.  But  such  was 
e  deplorable  want  of  the  holy  scriptures  in  the  colony,  that 
the  Committee,  in  their  Annual  Report  for  1820,  lament  the 
destitute  state  of  numerous  families  and  individuals,  while 
they  express  then*  laudable  determination  to  adopt  the  best 
practicable  means  of  distribution,   "  that,  if  possible,  every 

Esrson  who  is  able  to  read,  and  desirous  to  possess,  or  at 
ast  every  family  or  dwelling,  may  be  fiimiiBhed  wiA   a 
Bible  or  Testament." 

The  number  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  received  from  (he 
Parent  Institution,  to  the  date  of  the,  last  Report,  is  6328, 
amounting,  at  cost  prices,  to  1176/,  8s.  7d. ;  and  the  Auxfliary 
Society  has,  in  return,  remitted  690^  The  peculiar  nature 
of  the  claim  thus  urged  on  British  benevolence  cannot  fiiiLof 
being  properly  appreciated. 
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Of  this  quarter  of  the  fflobe,  containing  more  than  150 
millions  of  inhabitantsy  to  which  Europe  generally,  and  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  owe  such  a  heavy  debt  of  reparation 
our  inftdrmation  is  comparatively  scanty.  The  following  ex- 
tracts, however,  afford  a  sulBBcient  indication,  that  even  bere 
we  have  not  "  lahmired  in  vain^^  nor  "  spent  ofur  strength  for 
'nought"  while  they  incite  to  continued  and  more  extensive 
exertion. 

Capb  of  GrooD  HoPE.— In  the  year  1810,  a  respectable 
correspondent  thus  addresses  tiie  Committee: — 

*^  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  convey  to  you  in  adequate  terms  the  sense 
~  of  feeling  and  gratitude  expressed  by  many  individuals  here,  vho  value  and 
know  the  importance  of  the  holy  scriptures,  when  they  heard  that  a  sui^y 
of  Bibles  had  been  sent  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  To  do 
flood  to  our  fellow-creatures,  and  to  know  that  it  has  been  followed  with  bene- 
ficial effects,  must  be  highly  pleasing  to  every  sensible  mind : — the  British  and 
Foreiffn  Bible  Society  have  that  satisfaction  in  a  very  superior  degree ;  for 
the  Bibles  they  sent,  came  to  a  needy,  but  not  unthankful  people.  It  is  a 
Act,  that,  for  some  time  past,  not  a  single  Dutch  Bible  could  be  got  for 
money.**— SetMtfA  Repori:  Afpendix^  iVa.  xv. 

In  Il^ference  to  this  first  supply,  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Moravian  Missionary  Society  thus  writes:-^ 

^  I  have,  before  now,  expressed  to  you  the  thanks  of  our  MJarinnariea 
among  the  Hottentots,  for  your  kind^ss  towards  them,  and  their  congre* 
gations  of  Christian  Hottentots.**—**  We  are  sure,**  they  write,  ^  that  if  the 
worthy  members  of  that  benevolent  society  had  been  present,  to  see  the  tean, 
and  hear  the  humble  and  joyftil  expressions  of  thankftilness  for  this  precious 
gift,  and  the  prayers  offered  up  for  the  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon  those 
who  had  so  kindly  considered  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  most  distant  nationa, 
they  would  have  thought  themselves  well  rewarded  for  their  generosity  to 
these  poor  people.**— £^AlA  R«ptri:  Appemi&*^  N:  xl. 

*^  The  intelligence  from  the  Rev.  J.  Read  at  Bethelsdorp,  in  South  Africa, 
is  also  very  gratifying.  He  mentions,  that  a  Hottentot,  named  Sampsoui 
who,  though  more  than  fifly  years  of  age,  had  learned  to  read,  upon  seeing 
the  Bibles  sent  for  distribution,  exdaimed,  *  These  sre  the  weapons  that  wiu 
conquer  Africa ;  they  have  conquered  me.*  The  first  purchaser  of  a  Bible 
was  a  Hottentot,  who,  at  the  ace  of  forty,  had  also  learned  to  read.  Fifty 
Bibles  were  presented,  on  the  mst  day  of  distribution,  to  as  many  children 
who  could  read  welL  Mr.  Rted  hopes,  f^m  the  progress  made  in  a  fow 
months,  that  ^ere  will  soon  be  but  tern  children  of  whom  the  same  may  not 
he  said-  He  adds,  that  theje  are  avast  number  of  adults  who  can  read  the 
Bible.**— rAtr<€«n/A  Rsfmi,  p,hLV, 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor 
Dbnkin,  dated  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August  31,  1820,  and 
addressed  to  Lord  Teignmouth,  that  a  Bible  Society  was 
established  in  that  colony  on  the  23d  of  August  at  a  meeting 
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j|6k»  BiUe  Sodatj  temsd  at  the  Gqpe.-.GfeKt  dentt^ 

held  in  the  GoTemment  House,  under  the  presidency  of  his 
Excellency;  who  obserres: — 

^  A  Committee  has  since  been  formed,  whicli  iB  now  employed  in  putting 
.  Into  activity  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  the  holy 
gfcsriptures  throughout  this  colony. 

'  **  I  took  an  opportunity  of  assuring  the  meeting,  that,  during  the  time  I 
may  administer  this  goremment,  no  effort  shall  be  wanting  on  mj  part  to 
promote  the  diffiision  of  Christianity  throughout  Southern  AfHca.  I  am  per- 
suaded that,  independently  of  the  paramount  duty  by  which  every  Christian 
is  bound  to  impart  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
it,  I  shall  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  this  colony,  if  I  can  lay  the 
ftiundation  of  a  system  which  shall  introduce  Christianity,  and  consequently, 
ciyflifsation,  aipongst  the  sunoundisg  tribes;  and  I  hope  the  di^is  not  very 
fiu*  off,  when  those  who  axe  now  heathen  savages  shall  be  converted  into 
civilised  Christians.** 

WssTSKV  Afsic^— **  The  leady  acceptance  of  some  Arabic  Bflbles  at 
Yoqgroo,  in  Weatem  AfHca,  by  the  Mahomedans,  encooraaes  a  hope  that 
they  may  be  more  extensively  circulated ;  and  has  produced  an  application 
from  the  Rev.  G.  Nylander  fer  a  further  supply.  He  states,  that  tiie  King 
of  Bullam,  to  whom  he  preaented  a  Bible  in  Arabic,  recommended  it  to  the 
first  strangers  who  visited  him ;  and  that,  in  a  visit  which  he  made  to  the 
King,  he  saw  about  twenty  Mahomedans,  and  an  aged  Mussulman-teacher 
in  the  midst  of  them,  reading  the  Bible.  He  requested,  and  with  great 
thanUblneas  accepted,  a  Bible  from  Mr.  Nylander,  saying,  ^  When  I  come 
home,  I  shall  read  this  book  to  all  my  people.'  ''-^EiepmUh  JUparij  p.  XKXvi. 

In  &e  year  1813,  a  Missionary  m  the  service  of  the  Church 
Ifisdonary  Society,  to  whose  care  twelve  copies  of  the  Arabic 
Bible  had  been  assigned^ 

*^was  unfortunately  wredced  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Aportion  of  the  €ai|p9 
arlftfTOi^  from  the  waves,  waa  sold  to  the  nativesi  and  of  it,  these  Arabic 
Biblfla  6nnsd  a  part  The  Misaiooary  made  eveiy  effort  in  his  power  te 
le-puiduMO  them,  but  without  succeap.  Aa  much  as  £.%  was  offered  for  a 
0opy,  but  xefbaed ;  the  MahoBftedan  natives  persisting  in  their  resdlutioa 
not  to  part  with  them  on  any  teHna."^  Om«'«  ffMsfy,  fU  J.  /.  Sas* 

Egypt. — ^Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  visit  of 
Ifae ,  lamented  Burckhardt  to  this  country.  In  his  corre* 
spondence  with  the  Malta  Bible  Society,  he  states,  that 

^the  seamen,  who  are  so  very  numerous  at  Alexandria,  came  so  very 
often  to  him,  that  the  Gredc  Testaments  which  he  had  dispersed  would  be 
only  like  so  many  drops  thrown  into  the  sea  {  so  great  was  the  demand  for 
the  word  of  God." 

*  Only  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Grand  Cairo,  he  wrote 
thus  to  the  Secretary : — 

**  My  dear  Friend,  I  have  now  nothing  more  to  give  these  people:  aV 
my  stodc  is  expended.  If  I  had  with  me  twice  or  thnce  as  many  copies  of 
the  Scriptures,  I  could  have  disposed  of  them  without  the  smallest  diflf* 
cnUy.** 
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In  one  of  the  latest  cbmmunicationB  firom  this  Christiaii 
traveller^  he  thus  expresses  himself: — 

^^  On  my  journey,  I  was  solicited  everywhere  for  Bibles ;  and  wlien  I 
crriTed  at  Q&o,  I  had  nothmg  left  but  a  few  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
the  Ethiopic  Fislten.  This  grieved  me  the  more,  as  I  was  under  the  neices* 
fity  of  sending  the  applicants  away  empty ;  and  my  regret  would  have  been 
still  greater,  had  I  not,  in  full  rdiance  on  the  continued  assistance  of  the 
Bible  Society,  been  aUe  to  assure  them,  that  I  had  the  prospect  of  soqk 
getting  a  firesh  supply  of  copies.  I  ardently  wish  that  the  impatience  of  the 
poorer  Copts,  who  are  extremely  desiious  of  possessing  an  Arabic  Bibl% 
udfjbt  soon  be  removed.*^— /I/SmiUA  lUport  g  JppemKSf  JV^  xviii. 

In  the  summer  of  1819,  the  Rev.  William  Jowett^  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Malta  Bible  Society,  followed  ike  track 
marked  out  by  hia  self-devoted  firiend : — 

**  It  was  on  my  arrival  at  Esne,**  he  observes,  **  that  I  first  opened  my 
small,  but  invaluable  treasure.  This  is  the  last  bishopric  southward  in 
Egypt  I  waited  on  the  lushop,  and,  having  presented  my  letter  fi:om  the 
patriarch,  was  very  kindly  received.  I  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  Arabic 
Bible,  and  bagged  him  to  recommend  the  sale  of  it  among  his  people :  the 
price  I  fixed  was  twenty  piastres,  equal  to  ten  ahillings  EngKsh  x  it  is  quite 
necessary  to  reduce  the  price,  the  people  are  so  poor,  and  the  vahie  of  money 
so  great  in  this  country.  But  I  soon  found  there  was  no  need  of  ■"i^'^t'fpg 
this  recommendation :  the  people,  bavins  seen  the  book,  and  witnessed  the 
pleasure  with  which  their  bishop  received  his  present,  came  immediately  te 
buy,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could  have  soon  disposed  of  my  whole  stodb 
A  prudent  consideration  of  the  wants  of  the  towns  I  meant  to  visit  in  my 
fetum,  rendered  it  seoessary  that  I  should  husband  my  poor  resouvoe^ 
Besides  the  one  which  I  had  ^ven,  I  could  only  spare  three:  it  was  really 
paidftil  to  see  the  eagerness  with  which  one  after  another  came  to  my  boat,  te 
ask  whether  I  could  not  let  them  have  one  copy  more ;  they  came  witii  variona 
reasons  or  pretences,  and  were  with  difikulty  persuaded  that  tiie  number  I  haA 
could  only  fiinush  a  small  supply  at  best  to  the  other  churches.'* 

,  Proceeding  further  up  the  Nile,  he  stopped  at  Edfu,  the 
last  town  where  Christians  were  to  be  found.  After  describ* 
ing  their  extreme  misery  and  poverty,  he  justly  remarks  >— 

'  ^  It  is  wonderful  bow,  in  such  circumstances,  even  the  profession  of 
Christianity  is  ^ept  up.  These  poor  people,  however,  shew  their  attachment 
to  their  religion,  by  going  some  of  them  every  week  to  Esne  to  attend  their 
dhurch.  They  set  off  on  the  Thursday  night,  and  arritv  there  in  time  for 
vespers  on  Saturday  evening,  returning  back  on  the  Monday.— What  a  re* 
proach  to  many  in  Christian  countries,  who  Uve  within  a  few  minutes'  wtik 
mm  a  place  of  worship  and  yet  seldom  attend  1" 

After  remaining  a  few  days  at  Thebes;  passing  the 
''mountains  in  which  are  excavated  the  tombs  of  the  kings f 
and  numerous  relics  of  churches  and  conventSi  whibh  prove 
bow  far  Christianity  once  extended  in  these  countries  f  he 
observes : —    . 

^  I  found  it  difficult  to  determine  how  to  dispose  of  the  one  Arabic  BibM 
whiefa  I  had. allotted  to  Luxor.    It-was  net^lie  bestpbm  togiveift  to  tM 
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priest,  ibr  the  {nriests  in  these  pdrts  are  not  the  best  informed  part  of  the 
oammunit^ ;  and  besides,  the  book  would  in  that  case  have  been  shut  up  in^ 
the  church.  Upon  inquiry,  I  selected  mdllem  Jacob  as  the  iiitended  pur- 
dnwr.  These  miUems  are  in  fiust  a  land  of  clerks  to  goremment,  in  all 
the  principal  dties  and  towns  throughout  Egypt.  They  receive  the  ordecs 
of  the  various  governors,  and  coUed;  the  tnbute,  Sue  from  the  C<^ts ;  con* 
sequently  they  are  expert  in  reading  and  writing,  and  know  every  thing 
about  their  countrymen.  I  had  sent  word  two  days  be&me  to  mttlem  Jacob 
that  I  should  sell  him  the  book  :  when,  theiefoie^  I  had  cioswsl  over.to  tfa« 
^ast  side  of  the  river,  I  called  upon  him.  Besides  -his  own  littlediild,  he  has. 
two  young  nephews,  whom  he  has  adopted ;  their  &ther  being  dead.  He  had 
announced  the  book  beforehand  to  these  lads.  The  younger,  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  kept  him  continually  in  mind,  with  ^  Father,  the  book  is  not 
come  yet*  I  heard  both  these  boys  read :  the  younger  read  me  half  a 
ehiq>ter  very  well ;  and  the  priest  told  me  that  at  church  he  had  chosena  par- 
ticiidar  seat,  where  he  was  used  to  ait  and  n«d  by  himself:  I  think  the  Bible> 
therefore,  vexy  fitly  bestowed.'* 

Of  Kennee,  a  very  considerable  town,  and  the  thoroughfitre 
of  perhaps  ten  thousand  pilgrims  a  year  to  Mecca,  he 
writes : — 

^  The  (Christians  here  are  pretty  numerous,  and,  comparatively  speaking, 
m  good  circumstances ;  but  they  have  neither  church  nor  resident  priest  in* 
the  town:  some  neighbouring  villages  are  their  resort  on  Sundliys.  for  relU. 
gious  purposes.      Here  I  found  a  very  iptelligent  Copt,  mftUem  Bottroa. 

^(Peter) :  he  was  surrounded  by  many  of  his  nation,  very  respectable  and 
well-behaved  men.  When  he  saw  my  Arabic  Bible,  he  recognised  the  work, 
faying,  that  about  two  years  ago  he  had  bought  a  copy  of  a  Jew  in  Csiffo.. 
Instead  of  twenty,  wiUi  a  promptitude  very  raze  in  these  parts,  he  wished 
to  give  me  fifty  piastres  for  it ;  but  this  I  rafused.  Young  men  who  were 
about  him  began  to  draw  out  their  money,  begging  that  they  might  have  a 
eopy.  On  returning  to  my  boat,  I  sent  him  two  more  copies :  he  sent  me 
word  back,  that  the  people  snatched  them  up  so  quick  that  he  had  not  one  left, 
for  himself  and  b^ged  me  to  spare  him  another.  I  was  so  much  gratified, 
by  this  ready  disposition,  and  had  observed  in  the  very  countenances  of  the 
bye-standers  so  much  superior  intelligence  and  good  training,  that  early  next 
morning  I  called  upon  hxm  with  two  more  copies ;  adding  as  a  reason,  that  as, 
this  town  was  a  grand  thoroughfore  of  Mahomedan  pilgrims,  it  was  peculisrly 

.desirable  that  the  Christians  should  be  confirmed  in  their  foith  by  reading 
the  Scripture  abundantly.'*— 5urlMn<  A  Report :  Jppenduy  p-nOei  seq. 

Abyssinia,  &c— Tn  reference  to  this  country,  M.  Asselin 
de  Cherville,  French  Charg^  d'Affidres  at  Cairo,  thus  writes 
in  Norember,  1814:— 

^  It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  an  impression  of  the  Scriptures  in  the' 
Ethiopic,  in  a  convenient  foirm,  must  be  very  advantageous  to  so  numerous 
fnd  devout  a  people  as  the  Abyssinians.  Thoueh  several  very >  different- 
dialects  are  spoken  in  the  countries  sulgect  to  the  dominion  of  the  great 
K^gus  (or  king),  yet  the  learned,  or  EUiiopic,  is  the  only  one  universally 
taught  in  his  vast  estates ;  nnce  it  is  in  this  language  that  all  the  books 
employed  for  public  instruction  are  composed:  but  these  books,  being  in^ 
manuacript,  are  scarce,  and  consequently  v«ry  dear  t  and,  I  repeat,  if  men 
czista  a  p^o^  on  the  earth  to  whom  the  object  proposed  by  the  Bibl% 
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Society  can  be  eminently  useful,  it  is,  without  doubt,  the  Abyariniana  t  ftr 
their  first  study  is  that  of  the  Bible ;  their  first  spiritual  want  is  the 
Gospel,  which  thej  read  again  and  again  constantly  every  day.** 

Tw€{fth  Report :  j^petuHx^  M>  xisVnu 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  Henry  Salt,  Esq.  British 
CoDsul-General  in  Egypt,  who  observes: — 

**  The  Abysainians,  in  general,  are  exceedingly  attached  to  their  reUgion,* 
and  to  the  Scriptures  ;  but  the  unfortunate  circumstances  under  which  they 
have  so  long  suSOTered,  have  led  them  astray  into  error.** 

Fmurittmih  Repmri :  Jfpemtttx^  N9.  Z.Z. 

The  Rev.  W.  Jowett  had  rested  but  a  little  while  from  the 
fatigues  of  his  first  voyage  to  Egypt,  when  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  visit  that  countrv  a  second  time ;  in  order  td 
resume,  and,  if  practicable,  to  brinff  to  a  successful  issue,  the 
negociation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Amharic  version  of  the- 
Scriptures.  In  this  great  object  he  happily  succeeded,  and 
has  ascertained,  satisfactorily,  that  the  manuscript  answers 
the  description  of  it — ^as  a  version,  complete  in  all  its  parts,; 
of  the.  Scriptures  into  the  Amharic,  one .  of  the  two  vulgar 
dialects  of  Abyssinia.  This  translation  had  been  executed 
under  the  particular  care  of  M.  Asselin,  the  French  Consul 
at  Cairo,  and  it  occupied  him  for  ten  years.  It  was  rendered 
into  Amharic  by  a  native,  under  the  assiduous  examination  of 
M.  Asselin^* 

Thus  this  ancient  people  will  become  iK>ssessed  of  the 
Scriptures  in  a  dialect  with  which  they  are  fiimiliar,  and  in 
whidi  no  portion  of  the  word  of  God  has  hitherto  been 
printed*  It  is  impossible  to  trace  the  progress  of  this  trans- 
action, without  recollecting  the  prediction  of  the  RoyaK 
Psalmist, — '^Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  tmto  God  ;** 
and  rejoicing  in  the  conviction,  that  she  shall  no  longer  be 
^sent  empty  away."  f 

Isle  of  Francs,  &c. — ^In  November  1812,  a  Bible  Society 
was  formed  for  the  islands  of  Mauritius,  Bourbon,  and  depen-. 
dencies  : — 

^  In  what  degree  the  Scriptures  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  wanted  In 
the  Mauritius  itself^  the  seat  of  this  institution,  maj  be  readily  inferred  firom- 
the  account  of  the  Secretary,  that  man j  perMms  were  living  in  the  island,  at 

*  The  manuscript  ha4  already  reached  London ;  and  tlic  Conunlttee  have 
adopted  mcasuret  for  its  being  immediately  printed. 

f  While  the  present  work  was  in  the  preiSk  the  Cmnaiittee  of  the  Chuscb 
MissioMAKT  SocravT»  with  a  degree  of  Christian  and  fraternal  liberality  which, 
enhances  the  value  of  the  gifC  preaented  to  the  Library  of  the  British  and 
Fuieign  Bible  Society  a  beavtiful  Manuscript- copy  of  the  eight  first  hooks  of  the 
Old  Testament  in  Eihiopie,  together  with  a  translation  of  the  Gospels  in  the. 
Coptic  and  ArahUy  and  other  valuable  Eastern  Biblical  Manuscripts^  which  must 
materially  facilitate  the  pending  arrangements  fbr  supplying  the  inhabitanU  ef 
I  estensive  r^ons  with  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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tlie  adTRaoed  age  of  sixty  and  aeventy  yeaa^  who  never  law  a  Bible :  and 
the  vec^ion  which  the  Scriptures  furnished  by  jour  society  met  with  in  the 
same  island,  may  be  sufficiently  judged  of  by  the  further  assurance  of  the 
Secretary,  that  '  the  avidity  with  which  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  are 
purchased  is  beyond  all  description ;  that  100  copies  were  sold  in  one  day, 
and  twice  as  many  more  could,  he  believes,  have  been  disposed  of  with  the 
greatest  fiidlity ;'  and,  finally,  that  he  receives  daily  messages  of  gratitude 
and  thanks  from  the  inhabitants,  for  the  more  than  kind  attention  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  their  eternal  welfare,  in  supplying 
them  with  the  means  of  Scriptural  knowledge.'*— TViilA  Repwi,  p.  84. 

AMERICA. 

TiABB*i>OH.— "  Thankagivinirs  continue  to  be  presented  firom  the  Chtiataait 
congregations  under  the  care  of  the  Moravian  brethren  in  Labrador.  They 
represent  the  copies  of  the  Scriptures  which  they  have  received  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  as  '  an  invaluable  gift,'  and  as  having  tended  to  proi> 
mote  a  great  eagerness  to  leam  to  read,  both  in  children  and  adults ;  and 
ihey  unite,  throu^out  all  their  settlements,  in  praying  to  the  Loan,  ^  to 
bless  that  venerable  society^  which  exerts  itself  with  so  much  jseal  and 
charity  to  publish  the  word  of  God  in  all  languages,  and  send  it  forth  into 
all  parte  of  the  earth.' "— 7>ji/A  Report^  p.  $a 

^*  In  Labrador,  we  observe  the  simple  and  patient  missionaries,  from  the 
Church  of  the  United  Brethren,  proceeding  with  their  usual  assiduity  in  the 
translation  of  the  whole  New  Testament  into  the  Esquimaux  language,  and 
pouring  forth  the  warmest  strains  of  gratitude  to  those  benefactors  by 
whose  aid  the  portion  already  translated  had  been  printed  and  brought 
into  circulation.  Of  this,  it  appears,  the  most  diligent  use  was  made  by 
the  members  of  the  Esquimaux  congregations.  They  read  it,  during  thdr 
leisure  hours,  in  their  houses  and  their  tente ;  and  their  whole  conduct  and 
eonvenation  were  a  striking  evidence  of  its  power." 

Owen's  Hitim^^  VoL  lU.  jx  489. 

Nova  Scotia. — In  reference  to  the  Bible  Society  esta^ 
blifthed  in  this  province,  it  is  stated  :— 

^  How  much  such  an  Institution  was  wanted,  may  be  learnt  from  the 
anertion  in  the  Third  Beport,  that  persons  who  had  kept  houses,  with 
smaller  or  larser  fiunilies,  for  five,  ten,  or  more  than  twenty  years,  had  not 
beem  able,  till  then,  to  obtain  a  Bible :  and  the  ftirther  assertion,  that  '  in 
every  instance  the  Scriptures  seemed  to  have  been  thankfully  received,' 
gives  reason  to  hope  tiiat  the  society  will  not  have  been  instituted  in 
rwau^^Ibid.  FoL  III.  p.  485. 

Cape  Breton. — The  Governor  of  this  colony,  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Teignmouth,  dated  May  SO,  1818,  after  acknowledg-* 
ing  the  receipt  of  a  liberal  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
in  the  GaeUc,  English,  and  French  languages,  voted  by  the 
Parent  Committee,  observes : — 

^*  With  respect  to  the  great  mass  of  our  population,  the  Highlanders, 
they  received  the  beneficence  of  the  society  with  the  utmost  gratitude. 
Persons  have  been  hired,  and  sent  from  distances  of  eighty  to  one  hundred 
miles  to  intreat  for  the  sacred  volume ;  and  instances  are  not  wanting  of 
others  sending  their  children  five  and  six  miles,  over  frozen  lakes,  to  be 
instructed  by  poor  old  widows,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  reading  the  Bible 
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to  thdr  paxvnta,  who  were  thenuelyea,  fipotn  ignonnce,  unable  to  do  kk 
To  thote  places  of  instruction,  S3  I  discover  them,  I  send  a  few  of  the  leasts 
expensive  editions  of  Testaments,  as  school-books,  of  which  they  were  nearly 
destitute ;  and  I  consider  myself  acting  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the 
society,  in  agreeing  to  the  petitions  of  families,  who,  totally  ignorant  of 
letters  themselves,  would  occasionally  have  an  opportunity  of  bearing  the 
Scriptures  read  by  travellers,  to  whom,  with  patriarchal  hospitality,  they 
give  refuge  for  the  night  These  people  are  very  poor;  and  to.expeqt 
liny  pecuniary  return  at  present  is  in  vain,  and  perhaps  impolitic :  they  aie» 
howev^,  temperate  in  their  habits,  frugal,  and  laborious  i  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  the  views  of  the  society  will  be  better  fulfilled  by  penny^uweek 
associations,  when  they  are  in  better  dzcumstances  in  two  or  three  yean 
hence.*' 

■  Canada. — A  minister  in  tfiis  extensive  colony  thus  writes^ 
when  acknowledging  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  sent 
from  the  Parent  Society  in  August  1819  :— 

**  Every  one.  Sir,  who  knows  the  moral  state  of  the  Canadians,  must 
concur  with  me  in  saying,  that  they  could  not  come  to  a  better  place,  nor  in 
a -better  time.  These  provinces  have  long  been  neglected,  and  their  true 
state  but  partially  kfiown.  In  Lower  Canada  the  popuUtion  is  estimated  at 
JCMM  ar  €igki  hundred  ikotumui  souls,  many  of  whom  have  never  Men  a  Bible. 
It  is  certain  that  a  strong  desire  exists  among  them  to  read  the  Scriptures." 

SiJrteeiah  R^pmri  :  Jppendix,  p.  309. 

United  States. — ^Reference  has  already  been  made,  in  the 
Ninth  Section,  to  the  wants  of  tlie  extensive  regions  of  the 
American  continent  wluch  are  included  by  this  designation. 
But  the  following  extracts  will  place  the  subject  in  a  more 
clear  point  of  view  :— 

^  There  has  been  no  edition  of  the  Bible  printed  weti  ^  ike  nmmUAm^ 
and  the  inducement  to  merchants  to  take  out  many  very  smsJQ,  as  will  appear 
fhxm  the  following  anecdote.  A  merchant  in  Tennessee  observed,  during 
the  earthquakes  in  1811  and  1812,  that  befisre  these  took  place  Umaedi^ 
uU  ten  packs  ofvardt  where  he  $M  one  B'Me  t  now  he  eetd  ten  Billet  where  he 
tetd  ene  paeh  ^eards.*' — Tenth  Beport .-  Appendix^  Bfo.  xxzviiz. 

^'  It  was  very  unusual  to  find  any  portion  of  the  sacred  volume  amon^ 
our  soldiers;  and  in  many  instances  there  were  found  a  hundred  ^S, 
assembled  in  a  hospital,  without  having  among  them  one  Bible  or  New 
Testament. 

**  Some  of  the  Tennessee  Militia,  when  pasnng  threugh  Nashville,  on 
their  way  to  New  Orleans,  had  inqiiired  in  vain  for  a  Bible ;  not  one  was  to 
be  found  fi>r  sale :  and  in  the  month  of  December  last,  a  sindlar  inquiry  was 
finutlessly  made  in  ^his  dty,  by  a  gentleman  firom  the  Amite ;  nor  is  there 
at  this  moment  aBible  to  be  purchased  in  any  bookstore  in  the  dty  of  New 
Orleans. 

^  As  there  were  not  Bibles  sufiident  to  supply  even  the  sick  in  hospitala 
who  were  anxious  to  receive  them,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  one  reading 
aloud  to  several  areund :  and  at  other  times,  two  or  three,  lying  on  the 
floor  together,  would  be  attempting  to  read  in  the  teme  book  at  the  same 
time.  Some  of  those  who  had  received  Bibles,  declared  a  determination  to 
cirry  them  home  with  t&em  <m  foot,  800  or  1000  miles;  and  ratlier  than 
»0t  carry  tiieiB,  they  would  throw  away  part  of  their  baggage. 
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-  '^MthbughSOOO  copies  of  theNew  Tesetmieiit  lirFrerioli  luMlbeen'^il»: 
ceired  by  the  President  of  the  Society  about  the  middle  of  December  last; 
owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  at  that  time  invaded,  none  of 
them  were  distributed  until  about  the  10th  of  February.  After  a  few  persoiitf 
Ihad  receiyed  the  New  Testament,  and  it  had  become  generally  known 
that  there  were  more  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  managers,  who  had  been* 
appointed  to  make  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  whole  number  designed 
iar  this  city,  the  applications  were  more  ftequent  than  could  be  supplied : 
a  large  crowd  of  some  hundreds  of  people,  of  all  coburs  and  ranks,  was 
Ibrmed  before  the  house,  and  became  literally  clamorous  to  have  a  hook; 
a  word  which  was  often  vociferated  in  French  by  fifty  voices  at  once. 
•  ^  Sudb  an  assembly,  for  such  a  purpose,  never  before  witnessed  in  Louisi- 
ana,  presented  to  the  beholder  many  afiecting  scenes :  the  young  and  'the' 
old,  the  rich- and  the  poor,  as  if  alike  conscious  of  their  wants,,  pressed  &r« 
Ward  with  out-stretched  hands  to  receive  the  valuable  gift.  A  child,  not 
more  -than  five  or  aix  years  of  age,  was  borne  in  the  arms  of  its  mother^ 
a  woman  of  colour,  pressing  through  the  crowd  as  one  of  the  candidates  for 
a  treasure  which  she  seemed  justly  to  estimate :  the  silence  and  attention 
eiidbited  by  the  bye-standers  were  immediately  rewarded,  by  hearing  thia 
iu&nt  read  in  an  intelligent  manner  the  story  related  in  Mark  x.  13 — 16^ 
rendered  doubly  interesting  by  the  incidents. 

^  As  aU  who  presented  themselves  for  a  French  New  Testament  were 
asked  if  they  could  read,  and,  if  any  doubts  existed,  were  put  to  the  triaL 
An  aged  black  woman,  being  asked  the  usual  question,  and  requested  to 
prove  the  fact,  answered,  that  she  could  not  wiUiout  her  spectacles,  which 
phe  had  not  with  her ;  but,  unwilling  to  depart  until  the  object  of  her 
wishes  had  been  obtained,  she  renewed  her  application,  and  observed  to  the 
distributor,  '  If  I  get  a  book  by  a  fiUsehood,  it  will  not  be  deceiving  you, 
but  God.*  Many  persons,  who  could  not  read  themselves,  wished  the  New 
3?e6tament  for  their  children,  who  said  they  would  read  it  for  them.** 
firti  Rtport  of  ike  Louisiana  Bible  Soeieiy. — Twelfth  Report :  App*  No.  xvin. 

**  We  know,  ftom  actual  obaervatiOTt,  that  there  are,  on  our  western 
bordexs,  thousands  of  fiuoiilies  growing  up  without  the  BiUe.  Many  of  them 
'  are  destitute  of  this  invaluable  treasure,  not  merely  because  they  are  too 
parsimonious  or  too  negligent  to  obtain  it;-  but  because  it  is  not  within  their 
reach.  They  reside  lOOO  miles  from  any  place  where  the  Bible  is  printed. 
Seldom  is  it  carried  thither  by  the  merchants.  We  ascertained,  by  inquiry, 
that  in  many  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  Western  country  there  was  not 
a  BibU  tohe  oold^'^Sixtk  Report  of  the  New-York  Biblo  Society. 

^  Among  the  applicants  for  Bibles,  there  have  been  several,  who  declared 
that  they  had  be^  endeavouring,  for  years,  some  as  many  as  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  years,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  French.  Some  declared  that 
ifLO  present  could  be  more  acceptable  to  them;  and  others,  that  they  esteemed 
it  beyond  hundreds  of  dollars. 

^^  The  Catholics,  even  the  strictest  of  them,  are  willing,  with  scarcely  an 
tocception,  to  receive  and  read  the  Bible. 

^  The  Spanish  inhabitants  have  been  remarkably  pleased,  on  obtaining 
•^e  New  Testament  in  their  native  language  i  they  have  received  it  with 
great  demonstrations  of  joy.  The  expressions  used  by  some,  on  being  pre- 
sented with  a  New  Testament,  deserve  notioe :  One  observed,  ^  This  book 
Contains  the  pure  truth,  and  nothing^  but  the  truth.'  Another,  on  reading  the 
title-page  of  the  New  Testament,  as  soon  as  he  came  to  the  words  '  Jsscs 
Chribtv*  stopped,  and  said,  with  much  earnestness,  '  7%it  it  my  King  tmd  my 
Cod^He  it  my  AIL*    Another,  on  being  asked  if  the  Spaniards  were  satisfi^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iXJ[ 


MMWfhiMwtta—Jhaide^Ml  \ 


irttii  Oi^  New'OiVtttBiaeiit,  ob«bnred,  t^t  ^  M«y  toM  noi  ke  Ckristianswl^ 
wtrtntiJ'^^SeeamiBeport^  the  LnuHama  Bible  S0cki^. 

''  When  this  Inatitution  was  first  proposed,  there  were  some  who  ob« 
jected,  that  it  was  not  needeil ;  that  Uie  poor  in  this  country  are  as  weU 
supplied  with  Bihles  as  the  rich.  But  inquiry  has  proved  this  olyectioo, 
filse.  Many  mimsters,  who  had  the  same  impression,  have  expressed  their 
suzpriie  at  the  want  of  Bibles  in  their  societies.  One  thus  writes :  '  I  am 
astonished  to  think  that  I  should  know  no  more :  how  many  poor  people  are 
unprovided  with.the  Bible  1'  Another  writes  s  ^  It  is  surprising^  Uiat,  when 
the  case  o(  the  poor  with  resp^t  to  Bibles  is  investigated,  we  should 
find  such  great  deficiency.*  Another  says :  ^  I  had  no  idea  that  there  were  so 
many  destitute  in  tids  town.*  '* ; 

^  The  books  which  have  been  distributed  by  the  society  have  been  received! 
witib  gratitude  and  Joy,' and  many  interesting  expressions  of  these  sentiments^ 
have  been  transmitted  to  your  Committee.  One  letter  says :  *  iThese  poor 
people  received  the  Bibles  thankfUUy,  and  requested  me  to  make  their 
acknowledgments  to  the  society.  Some  of  them  were  very  eloquent  in 
imploring  the  benedictions  of  Heaven  on  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
imparting  to  them  so  valuable  a  present.*  ■  Another-  says:  *  *  Till  I  had  no 
iftKire  ^M>ok8'  to  ^Hsttibute^  my  clnriabe^  was  constantly  crowded.  Could 
t^md^  w(itkios»  the  uMiiifesI .maafefiOneat  with  wUcfa  their  bounty' is 
seesMred,  I  Ahi^k  they.  wcRtld  bettswr  ^kA  efanfity  weli  aopEad  in  tUs^ 
negMKL*  AjSbother  sst*  m  ^"neir  ^irftuaed  nmdi  joy' at  the  recdpfeioii  et 
the  gift.  Some  could  sovoely  speak,  to  think  that  Ood  should  scad  tlien^ 
his  blessed  word,  of  which  they  were  so  unworthy.  One  aged  man  in  paiu 
ticttlMB,  en  accepting  one  of 'tiie  large  Bibles,  burst  into  tears  of  joy,  and  put? 
it  under  .hk  coat  near  his  hesst,  and  said,  I  will  put  it  as  near  my  heard 
as  I  can.'  Another  says :  '  A  very  vidous  and  indigftnt  fiunily,  to  which  » 
Bible  was  given,  have  constantly  attended  Me^tmg  fixr  a  number  of  Sab- 
baths,  when  I  had  nevqr  seen  them  in  the  Meeting-house  for  twelve  yeazft 
before.* — Can  there  be  a  greater  encouragei^ent  or  reward  to  the  sodetgr^ 
than  this  grateful  eagerness  with  which  the  word  of  God  is  received  F** 

JPhrsi  Rtjmri  €f  MasMtekMmUs  JBiAh  Somt^ 

^  The  deficiency  of  Bibles  has  been  finmd  to  be  mudrgieater  than  was 
expected;  and  it  is  believed  to  ber  as  great  in  many  other  places.  The 
number  of  fiunilies  and  individuals  who  are  destitute  of  a  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  is  so  considerable,  thnt  the  whole  of  the  fiinds  of  the  Society 
could  be  profitably  expended,  in  suppljring  the  wants  of  this  city  alone ; 
and  the  opportunities  of  distributing  them  m  other  phues  are  so  ntimereus, 
that,  jif  these  funds  were  tenfold  as  great  as  they  are,  they  would  be  still 
inadequate  to  supply  the  demand.** 

First  Report  </  (he  PhUadelpUa  BihU  Socictif^ 

^  The  most  afibcCing  account  which  we  have  of  the  want  of  Bibles,  in 
this  country,  is  to  be  found  in  MesBrs.  Mills  and  Smith's  Report  of  their 
Missionary  Tour  through  it,  during  the  last  year«  They  represent  ever^ 
part  of  which  they  speak,  as  oorered  with  gross  daikn^sa,  fi>r  wantof  tlie 
light  of  Scripture.  They  teil  us  of  old  men,  who  greatly  desired  a  Bible,* 
and  who  had  ofteh  sought  it,  who,  neverthekas,  have  never  had  a  BiUe  in 
their  housetk  They  tell  us  of  motiien,  with  theur  children  in  their  ams; 
pressing  through  the  crowd  to  solicit  a  Bible.  They  teil  us  of  fiunilles  who 
nmfereamm^BikUt  nor  MmrdifUxnin  Chaisi'.  They  speak  of  lai|^teiTitorieBi 
where  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  hihabitants  axe  supposed  to  be  destitute 
ef  the  SeriptursB.  ^  In  ysakaskia^  a  piaoe  eontaiaing  ftom  eobrbty  to  one 
hundred  frmilies,  there  are,  it  is  thought,  not  more  than  fimr  or  five  Bibles.' 
In  the  niinfiiateKritogry  they  «y,  they  '  did  not  find  eeyfCsos  where  a  copy. 
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of  the  Scriptures  ootdd  be  obtained.'  They  declare  it  as  thdr  sober  con* 
▼iction,  that  at  least  76,000  Bibles  are  neoessazy  for  the  supply  of  the  desti- 
tute  in  that  part  of  our  country.  And,  *  it  is  thought,  by  judicious  peofJ^, 
that  half  a  tMiion  of  Bibles  are  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  destitute  in 
the  United  States.*  There  is,  then,  much  to  be  done ;  and  we  are  called 
upon  by  the  *0r<A  of  souls,  by  the  example  of  thousands,  and  by  the  hle$tmg  . 
Of  HeafcOf  to  engage,  with  renewed  spirit,  in  this  wori:.** 

Thxrt€9nih  Rfport:  JppmM*^  N0*  xvni.' 

W£8t  iKDiEd,  &c.-^Extract  of  a  letter  from  Surinam:-^ 

^  Vott  can  scarcely  &rm  any  adequate  idea  of  the  eagerness  with  whidi 
the  Dutch  Bibles  and  Testaments  haT<e  been  soufdit  after.  Indeed,  scarcely 
was  it  known  that  such  books  had  arrived,  wh»i  dd  and  young  flocked  to  my 
house,  in  such  crowds,  that  my  door  was,  as  it  were,  besieged  mm  morning  to 
night ;  and,  no  sooner  was  it  opened  to  dismiss  one  party,  than  another  en- 
toed,  in  such  numbers,  that  1  was  really  apprehendve  lest  accidents  might 
happen.  Ab  I  myself  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being  an  almoner  of  this 
bounl^y,  I  can  testify,  fnmi  personal  observation,  that  the  gift  was  received 
with  evident  maris  of  gratitude,  reverence,  and  attention.*' 

£levemih  Rtptrt:  Jppen^Rxy  No.  xzxvin. 

^  In  the  Islands  of  AnHgum  and  St.  CkriHepher^  copies  of  the  Scriptures, 
ftumished  by  your  Committee,  have  been  distributed  among  an  eager  and  a 
thankfiil  people.  '  Several pions  Bladn,*  writes  a  ooRe^oodeai^  *came 
from  SarftiidW,  anialand  a  ahoit  distance  fhm  Antigua,  to  recfttest  that  a  few 
Bibles  and  Testaments  might  be  given  them  t  for  tbsse  they  be|Qged  in  a  veiy 
sfiecting  manner.  I  gave  them  two  doeen  Testaments.  On  receiving  the 
rich  trwitxe,  their  joy  was  inexproaaible,  as  might  be  seen  by  the  tean 
wlMch  iowed  down  their  sable  ihces." 

^CSnular  accounts httve  been  received  from  Berhie§  and  tUmenuvg  from 
the  latter  of  which  places,  the  distributor  writes :— ^  I  had  no  jnsf  idea  of  Uie 
number  of  Negroes  that  wish  fiir  Bibles,  till  I  mentioned  to  some  of  them 
that  I  woold  procure  Bibles  for  those  who  wished  to  have  them.  The  next 
wedk,  agplicauons  poured  in  from  every  plantation,  and  eveiy  quarter.'  " 

^Statements  of  a  like  nature  have  been  transmitted  from  iV«i9l>fw«ibw«, 
where  whites  and  blacks  emulated  each  other  in  expressing  tiieir  thanks  fat 
the  Bibles  and  Testaments  received,  and  in  petitioning  for  fturther  supplies.** 

Ftmrieenih  Bepmriy  p.  IzxziiL  el  Mf  • 

FioHi  a  liifimBtef  m  one  of  tlie  Bahama  Lbmdsz^^ 

^  The  bodes  of  which  you  ad^nsed  me,  arrived  safe,  and  in  excellent  con- 
ditioD.  They  have  proved  a  most  acceptable  and  seasonable  supply.  I  am 
persuaded  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  could  not  have  been  directed  to  a  part  of  his  Mi^esty's  dominions, 
which  stood  mere  in  need  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  than  the  Bahama  Islands. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  numbers  of  femilies  who  had  no  Bible  or  Testament 
(some  indeed  liad  a  few  leaves  careftdiy  preserved)  now  possess  the  book  they 
prise  above  every  other,  and  rqyoiee  in  its  possession.  One  poor  woman 
told  me,  that  she  never  iead  a  du^iter  in  her  life,  till  she  read  one  in  the 
Testament  I  let  her  fether  have,  and  that  she  never  received  such  light  as 
she  did  from  reading  it.  The  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  poor 
old  widows  reading  their  large  Testaments :  they  consider  themselves  rich 
indeed,  and  they  requested  me  to  return  their  thanks  to  the  Committee  fer 
so  great  a  p£t ;  some  of  them  would  insist  on  giving  the  widow's  mite,  and 
isome  gave  sixpence.  I  beg  leave  to  oflfer  my  thanks,  and  those  cf  the  poor 
people,  both  whites  and  bkdu,  to  the  CoBiwjittei,  fer  theBibleB  and  TeMa- 
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ments  I  reodved  fiom  them,  and  praj  that  God  may  blefls  every  member 
of  the  Committee  here  and  hereafter. 

**  All  the  Spanish  iTestaments  are  disposed  of;  fortj^eigfat  were  sold  in  one ' 
day.  Mj  friend,  Dr.  Dumaresq,  who  took  upon  himself  the  disposal  of  the 
whole,  having  been  acquainted  with  many  of  the  Spaniards,  told  me,  that, 
at  aooo  as  th^  found  it  to  be  the  New  Testament,  the  avidity  with  which 
the  books  were  purchased  was  beyond  description.  Br.  Dumaresq  has  re- 
oeived  applications  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  Testaments.*' 

F^eenik  Btfori .-  AppenOix^^  S45  H fsg. 

•  &  Having  thus  Aemk,  from  unquestioiiable  documents, 
the  state  of  the  various  portions  of  the  world,  with  regard  to 
Iheir  want  of  the  holy  scriptures,  and  their  desire  to  possess 
them,  it  may  not  be  unprontable  to  place  this  important  sub* 
ject  in  another  point  of  view. 

To  ascertain  the  population  of  ihe  globe,  is  a  question  on 
which  accuracy  cannot  be  expected;  but  it  has  been  estimated 
at  cne  thousani  miUians,  which  have  been  thus  divided;-— 

630  nuDions  of  Pagans, 
12  millions  of  Jews, 

188  millions  of  Mahomedans, 

170  nnUions  of  Christians,  including  die  Greek,  the 
Papal,  and  the  Protestant  Communions  * 
And  it  has  heea  computed,  that  the  total  number  of  copies 
of  tiie  holy  scriptures  issued  from  the  press,  from  the  disco- 
very of  the  art  of  printing  to  the  present  time,  does  not  ex- 
ceed twenty-Jive  millions.  When  compared  with  the  wants 
of  the  Christian  world,  how  insufficient  is  this  supply,  even 
supposing  every  copy  to  have  been  preserved !  aut,  when 
Tiewed  in  reference  to  the  infidel  and  heathen  world,  what 
a  powerful  claim  does  it  furqish  on  the  feelings  and  exertions 
or  all  who  believe  in  the  truths  of  the  Bible,  md  acknow- 
ledge that  *^  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven  among 
men,  whereby  we  can  be  saved,,'*  but  that  of  Jesus  Christ! 

Qn  the  basis  of  this  estimate  we  may  pursue  the  calcu- 
lation, and  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  probable  period  when 
the  light  of  revelation  will  illuminate  the  abodes  of  ignorance, 
superstition,  and  idolatry.  Sixteen  ^ears  have  elapsed  since 
Ae  establishment  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and  it  has,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  added  Four  milhons  of  copies  to  those 
which  had  been  previously  printed.  Even  supposjns^what 
we  know  cannot  be  the  fietct — ^that  these,  and  every  Kbie  imd 
Testament  on  earth,  with  aU  that  have  been  ever  printed,  are 
Ml  preserved,  and  possessed  by  professing  Christians,  and 
that  we  aUow  five  inoividuals  to  a  fiunily,— no  fewer  than  Nine 

*  SMQr^gorj'tDieiionaiyof  A]1iandSGienM%aitide«<Popiilirtm 
Adams't  mmf  of  ReUgbni, 
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millions  of  Christiaii  fiudlies  are  still  destitate  of  this  guide  to  • 
heaven  and  to  happiness^    And  it  is  evident,  that  if  it  have 
required  sixteen  years  to  supply  four  millions  of  fisunilies,  it . 
will  demand  the  continued  exertions  of  thkly-^x  years  to 
provide  nine  millions  of  copies^  for  our  destitute  brethren  <^ 
the  Christian  name,  so  that  every  family  may  possess  a  Bible. 
.  But  are  eight  hundred  and  uiirty  millions  of  oiu*  fellow-' 
creature's  to  remain  destitute?  '  They,  too,  are  hdrs  of  im- 
mortality;  they,  too,^  have  Aouls  which  -nMtst'  be  eternJfty'" 
miserable,  br  for  ever  'happy!     MiEti^-  6f  th^m'  a*e  how^  d^* 
liiandmg;  with  aiudons  sblicitudCf,' die' Ubssed   Scriptures/ 
**wMeh  are  oMe  to  make  them  wise  uni^  ialvatuMy  tkreugh 
faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesusj**  and  imdev  Ae  hifluence  of  tmtt . 
AiAtj  ^ASi^*^^  never  fcAlethl*  file  means  are  provided  for 
t'heir  supply.    If  we  cdntinue  the  esthnate  in  reference  to  the' 
heathea  and  infidel  wbrld,  we  shall  find,  that,  without  greatly-- 
increased  exertion  and  extend^  resources,  it  will  require 
more  than  six  hundred  and  sixty -four  years  to  place  one  copy 
of  the  sacred  volume  in  every  nmnly  tiponieflcrtn  1  - 

Wen,  therefore^  may  we  adopt  the*  worcb  of  an  eloquent 
advocateof  the  Bible  Sodety:**- 

**  Ii.e*  my  Bisii^  who  ftlels  tt  he'  odgfat  te.  the.  hitnests  df  Cfaristismiy  -^ 
9^  the,  w«)fi^  ,of  his  fiJW-orepi^mns,  logk  upon  a  p^  hf  the  vivrld,  wsAy^ 
his  heart  must  sicken  at  the  sight  of  kingdoms  and  cpntinents  inuneraed  in., 
the  profoundest  ignorance,  '  without  hepe^t  tnut  without  God  in  the  wnftW 
Whether  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  myriads  of.  China,  and  to  the  over-  * 
flowing  popidation  of  the  civilised  East ;  or  pass  through  the  barharoos  kingu  - 
dons^  AnicSf  a<id.  then  fix  our  regards  on  the  supeorstitious  inhabitants  of 
:the  V{fiAt%  hp.w  little  has  been  done  to  spread,  through  those  h^dghted- 
landsy  ^e  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God  I    And  if  we  turn  to  thqse  coimtries 
where  the  %ht  of  Christianity  has  in  some  degree  shone,  how  little,  in 
most  instances,  are  we  able  to  traee  of  her  genuine  dutfacter  !^  * 

Coiitemplatingy  as  Britons  and  as  Christitos^  the  state  of 
the  world  as  here  exhibited^  and  beholding  the  prospecti^' 
vC'hich  a  OoD  of  infinite  mercy  is  opening  on  every  side^  we, 
may  surely  urge  on  the  attention  of  every  individual,  the 
animated  appeal  of  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  to  the  clergy  of 
his  diocese ;  and  tell  him, 

**"  That,  if^  by  elevating  his  estimate  of  the  claims  of  charity  a  little  higher* 
above  the  worlcHy,  towards  the  Christian  standard ;  if^  by  a  little  stretch  of 
selMeniil,  he  can  augment  his  fund  for  charitable  contribution ;  he  may' 
sdU^  and  joyftdly  cast  his  mite  hito  the  treasury  of  the  British  and  Foreitfa 
Btbl^  SoeiBty,  ewxd  his  name  among  a  kutge  proportion  of  the  most  yamj 
distinguished  chan^rtezB  in  Church  and  State,  and  assume  his  share  of  the. 
labour  and  delight  of  erecting  that  stupendous  edifice  which  is  the  gloiy  of 

•  DemUry*t  rituUcaHdn  •/  th€  BrUkk  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p,  35. 
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Ins^sge,  his  ^ountiy)  snd  his  church ;  wliich  is  so  prosperously  begun ;  and 
which  must  suvfely  continue,  till  the  word  of  God  shall  have  not  onlj 
*mighiify  grmam^*  but  ^prevaUed^,*  to  the  enlightening  of  eyeiy  people ;  and 
tin  aU  Uke  km§ri9m$  ^Hum  worid  skatt  kmm  become  ihM  kmgdonu  ^smtLobd 


SECTION  XL 

ON  THE  DSSIRS  MANIFESTED  BY  THE  JEWS  TO  RECEIVE  THE 
HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

1.  Haviiqr,  in  the  preceding  section,  eonsidered  the  state  of 
the  world,  widiout  particular  teferenoe  to  this  peculiar  and- 
ancient  people,  it  seems  desirable,  at  the  present  period,^  to 
select  a  few  of  those  numerous  testimonies  from  di£fereiit, 
quarters,  which  indicate  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  to 
receive  and  study  the  holy  scriptures.  Many  excellent  per- 
sons, in  (his  age  of  benevolence,  have  cherished  a  persuasion,, 
liiat  the  days  are  approaching,  when  the  promises  of  God  and 
die  predictions  of  his  prophets  shall  be  accomplished;  when 
"  the  remnant  shall  returny  even  thereninant  of  Jacob,  unto  the 
mighty^  God.'"  and  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  pvevalent 
disposition  with  the  former  habits  and  character  of  this  singu- 
lar people^  unless  we  admit  a  belief,  that  the  Lord  is  about 
to  *^an$e  and  have  mercy  upon  Zkm:  for  the  time  tofovour 
her,  yea,  the  set  time  is  come.** 

a.  Beginning  with  our  own  quarter  of  the  world,  the  foU 
lowing  extracts  appear  important : — 

From  the  Rev.  Dr.  Puikerton,  dated  '^Moghiley,  No-. 
▼ember  1816:"— 

^'  Among  other  interesting  things,  the  archbishop  Anatoli  informed  me»' 
that  there  is  a  great  inclination  among  manj  of  the  first  Jewish  fimiilies  in 
the  province  (Lithuania}  to  embrace  Chrisdanity ;  that  he  has  already  bap. 
tizea  several  of  them,  and  has  two  under  his  tuition  at  present.  He  highlj 
approved  of  the  transktion  of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Hebrew,  and 
earnestly  desired  a  number  of  cojnes  for  immediate  circulation.  I  presented 
him  with  a  copy  of  the  two  first  gospels  in  Hebrew,  for  the  use  of  his  two 
distinguished  Hebrew  pupils ;  and  promised  to  send  him,  for  distribution, 
a  number  of  copies  of  such  part  of  the  Hebrew  Testament  as  were  ready,  as' 
soon  as  possible  after  my  return  to  St  Petersburg.** 

TkhUenih  JRejwi:  Appendix^  p.  114  «l  M|. 

From  the  same,  dated  '*  Witepsk,  November  1816:"— 

*'  You  will  have  observed  with  pleasure,  in  my  fbnner  communicatioa,,- 
that,  through  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Society  in  Poland,  and  in  the 
aevoal  provinces  of  the  Bussiaa  empire,  fi)mier]y  belonging  to  that  kingdom^ 

T      ■  ■  ■     ■  ■  ■      .1 ■  m     :     '  ■         — 

*  Sse  Bi$hop  of  Gloueastcr's  Chaige  at  bis  j^mafy  VisftaUai. 
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a  wide  door  is  opened  £n  circukUng  the  holj  •criptukee  of  both  the  Old  end 
New  Teatamenty  among  the  numerous  Jeire  inhabiting  thoae  countnea; 
many  of  whom,  in  the  present  day,  seem  well  indined  towards  Christianity. 
Aooording  to  the  calculation  of  his  Excellency  M.  Novosilzoff;  the  number 
of  Jews  underthe  Busaian  sceptre  is  upwards  of  two  millions,  of  whom  about 
400,000  are  found  in  the  present  MngJ/wn  of  Poland.  Such  of  the  twenty 
copies  of  the  two  first  gospelB,  in  Hebrew,  whidi  I  brought  with  me  from 
Berlin,  as  I  presented  to  Jews,  were  always  received  with  joy ;  and  I  am 
fiilly  of  opinion,  that  the  very  drcumstance  of  their  being  in  the  Hebr^ 
language  will  gain  them  an  attentive  perusal  among  the  learned  Jews  in 
every  country,  where  no  wzitings  on  the  sulgect  of  Christianity,  in  any  other 
form,  would  be  attended  to.  Before  my  leaving  Mog^iiley,  the  J^s  in  that 
city  had  sent  in  500  rubles,  to  promote  the  olgect  of  the  White-Eusnan 
Bible  8ociet7.'*~7%irrMiilA  A^Mff  .•  ^ifpmMt^  p.  117. 

!*  Among  the  information  collected  by  Mr.  FInkerton,  in  the  course  of  his 
journey,  that  reUting  to  the  disposition  of  many  of  the  Jews  to  receive  the 
JNew  Testament  is  particularly  interestinff.  The  late  wars  and  commotions 
on  the  earth,  with  the  present  wondaii^ezertions  to  spread  the  holy  scrip* 
tures  among  aU  nations,  seem  to  have  made  a  deep  impresmon  on  the  minds 
of  many  of  that  people.  Yciur  Committee,  most  anxious  to  gratiff  every 
fucfa  dlqMMition,  have  procured  from  the  Society  for  promoting  Christianity 
anooff  Uie  Jews,  copies  of  the  Gospels  and  Acts  in  Hebrew,  and  despatdied 
supp&s  to  the  Russian,  Polish,  and  Fnmkfort  Bible  Societies.**— iM.  p-  lii* 

From  the  same,  dated  **  Polangen,  July  ISIS:**-^ 

'^  In  the  suburbs  of  the  ancient  town  of  Troki,  I  paid  a  visit  to  a  colony  of 
Canute  Jews,  who  have  inhabited  this  delightful  spot  for  several  centuries 
past  On  entering  the  house  of  the  chief  rabbi,  I  saluted  him  in  Tartar,  and, 
to  my  astonishment,  was  answered  in  the  same  lanffuage.  None  of  them, 
could  speak  Jewish  German,  the  common  language  of  all  the  Polish  Jews. 
I  inquired,  whence  they  originally  were:  the  answer  was;  ^From  the 
Crimea  ;'«that  they  and  thar  ancestors  have  redded  in  Trold  for  nearly  four' 
hundred  years,  and  that  they  possess  very  distinguished  privileges  from,  the 
ancient  dukes  of  Lithuania  and  kings  of  Poland. 

**  I  asked  them,  whether  they  still  had  intercourse  with  their  brethren  in 
Bschoufidt  Kale.  They  replied,  that  they  not  only  visited  them,  but  also  were 
visited  by  them.  The  Tartar  language  is  still  the  only  one  spoken  in  their 
ihmilies,  though  most  of  the  men  could  speak  both  the  Russian  and  Polish. 
They  are  neither  dressed  like  their  brethren  in  the  Crimea,  who  have 
retained  the  Tartar  costume,  nor  like  the  Polidi  Jews,  whose  dress  is  pecu- 
liar to  themselves,  but  like  the  common  Poles  and  Russians.  The  number 
of  the  GaraSles  in  Troki  is  about  160  souls. 

**  Before  I  had  finished  my  inquiries  relative  to  these  particulars,  the 
house  of  the  middle-affed  rabbi  was  filled  with  his  brethren,  who  were  all 
anxious  to  know  who  ue  stranger  was,  and  what  he  wanted.  Our  conversa- 
tion  then  turned  upon  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the  coming  of  the 
Kessiah,  and  ksted  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  stated  the  truth  to 
them  as  deariy  and  at  forcibly  as  I  could.  The  rabbi  defended  his  position^ 
that  the  Messiah  was  still  to  come,  with  the  Old  Testament  in  his  hand ; 
but  havinff  no  Talmudic  interpretations  to  screen  himself  behind,  he  was 
soon  greatly  at  a  loss.  The  people  in  the  mean  time  were  all  attention  i 
they  had  never  heard  such  discourse  before.  The  rabbi  was  at  Isst  m> 
vnich  touched  with  what  was  ssid,  that  he  changed  coloqr,  and  turned  aside* 
.  Another  of  hia  bxethieoy  a  merchant,  then  came  forwardf  and,  with  coa- 
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iidertUe  direwdiMM,  attempted  to  defimd  the  ceufe^  in  the  Tieir  of  the 
people,  who  were  now  muttering  to  eech  other,  and  amdous  to  know  how 
all  this  Would  end.  Hafing  prored  to  him,  also,  that  the  Messiah  must 
Beeds  have  come,  I  spoke  or  the  purity  and  spfaritualit  j 'of  the  Gospel,  and 
of  that  eternal  life  which  is  reveiied  in  the  doctrines  which  Camist  taught. 
The  merchant,  I  fimnd,  had  read  the  Polish  Ttetament  with  considerable 
attention.  TheiabM  stood  fike  one  oonfimndedt  I  never  saw  anjindi. 
▼idual  in  such  a  state  before.  I  asked  tliem,  whether  they  had  ever  read 
the  doctrines  of  CHaisT  and  his  Apostles  in  Hebrew.  The  question  seemed 
to  rouse  their  curiosity  to  the  extreme.  They  replied,  that  they  had 
heard  that  such  a  thing  existed,  but  that  they  had  never  seen  the 
Hebrew  Testament.  I  then  inquired,  whether  they  desired  to  see  it. 
They  all  replied,  that  they  would  be  very  happy  should  they  get  a  copy  of 
it  By  this  time,  my  caleshe,  and  servant,  inth  ftesh  horses,  were  belbre 
the  door.  I  took  out  five  copies  ef  the  Hebrew  Testament,  and  presented 
the  mbbi  with  the  first  He  seemed  to  get  new  animation  at  the  suht  of 
it>  accepted  it  most  willing]ly,  embraced,  and  thanked  me  fiar  it    I  then 

£ve  a  copy  to  the  merchant,  who  seemed  no  less  overjoyed,  and  was  warm 
his  expresaona  of  gratitude^  Now  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  dirtribute 
the  remaininff  three.  All  hands  were  stretdied  out,  and  every  one  cried, 
^  Oh,  let  me  have  one  alsol*  I  was  greatly  embarrassed.  An  interestiBg 
jeung  man  stood  near  me ;  several  times  he  stretched  out  his  hand,  as  if 
eageny  desiring  to  grasp  the  third  copy,  which  I  held  in  my  hand,— «Mi  as 
often  he  abrupUT  drew  it  bock  again.  I  reed  in  his  countenance  a  strong 
eombat  in  his  ftdings  between  civility  and  deslr»  To  him  I  0ve  the 
third.  His  countenance  now  shone  with  gratification  and  joy,  and  all  pt^ 
sent  loudly  approved  the  set  A  fourth  and  a  fifthl  bestowed  on  two  other 
of  these  interesting  people.  They  all  commenced  reading  with  great 
avidity ;  and,  before  I  left  them,  gave  me  prooft  of  thdr  understanding  well 
what  they  read.  I  told  them,  tlut  I  hoped  in  a  short  time  to  hear  of  their 
having  formed  themselves  into  a  conununity  of  belleven  in  theLomi>  Jxsus^ 
founded  on  the  glorious  truths  of  that  blessed  volume  which  I  had  just  put 
into  their  hands.  Amid  loud  expressions  of  gratitude  and  wonder,  I  (^ 
the  house  of  the  rabbi,  took  flueweU  of  this  truly  interesting  little  people, 
and  proceeded  on  my  journey.  The  merchant  did  not  part  with  me,  how- 
ever, so  soon :  he  walked  with  me  upwards  of  a  verst  up  the  border  of  the 
beautiftil  lake,  whose  suiAce,  with  ihe  charming  surrounding  scenery,  was 
gOded  with  the  rays  of  the  evening  sun.  He  put  many  questions  to  me 
respecting  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the  spread  of  the  Gos|iel ;  and  left 
ine  with  these  words :  ^  I  believe  that  some  important  crisis  with  our 
peojple  is  at  hand ;  what  it  is,  I  cannot  cow  say,-^6od  will  direct  alL* 

^  In  Bosiena,  many  of  the  Jews  came  to  me,  and  b^^B^  ^'  Hebrew 
Testaments ;  some  of  them  with  money  in  their  bands.  I  was  able  to  spare 
five  copies  only.**— J^f/ltesiilA  Etport :  Jpptmdixy  jx  51  «f  m^ 

From  the  same,  dated  ''  Memel,  July  1818  :"— 

^  Since  I  entered  the  government  of  Witepflk,  not  a  great  distance  fhm 
Polotsk,  I  have  distributed  about  seventy  copies  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures 
among  the  Jews.  I  could  have  giren  away  many  hundred  CQpies  more,  had 
I  possesied  them.  The  number  of  those  Jews  who  are  capable  of  under* 
itandingthe  Hebrew  Testament,  particularly  about  Witepsk,  Orsha,  Skloff, 
Kmak,  and  WHna,  is  fior  greater  than  I  formerly  believed ;  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  general  readiness  among  them  to  accept  of  it—an  impelling 
curiosity  to  read  the  doctrines  of  Chust  and  his  Aposties  in  the  Hebrew 
language.    This  cixcumstaooe  ought  surely  to  encourage  us  to  put  the  New 
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FitgBnpwofJJy  JenpfiiBrGemwny  to  seoeive  the  New  Teetiineiit. 

Tept^iaBt'iiitojtlH^faMidsof  thatpeoideb  Wbat  regards  the  cqiiv^muid  of 
the  Jews  as  a  luttioa,  is  a  subject  with  which'we  hvre  but  little  to  4o ;  butr 
M  a  BiUe  Sodetj,  let  us  strive  to  leaven  the  whole  Jewish  natioii  with  tha 
leaven  of  the  OivpeL  This  is  our  4ut7:-»thi8  we  are.enoountged  to  dq 
from  the  present  drcumstanoes  of  that  people,  and  the  promises  of  God» 
wback  assure  us  that  our  labour  shall  'not  be  in  vain.  The  Hebrew 
Testament  tia/l  be  read  bythem;^— the  trial  has  already  been  made.  The. 
Jews  in  Bussia  and  Poland  have  never,  until  now,  had  an  opportunity  <^ 
knowing  what  Christianity  is.  One  of  them,  in  the  town  of  Borisoff,  who 
had  been  in  possession  of  a  Hehiew  Testament  for  some  months  before  I 
eame  that  way,  told  me,  that  neither  th^  tux  their  &thec8  had  eyer 
read  those  things  before.''— /UdL  jk.  55  €l  My. 

From  the  Rev.  Leander  Van  Ess.  dated  **  Marburi^,  June 
1818:"— 

^  My  church  is  ftequented  by  many  Jews,  and  numbers  of  them  oe 
ted  df  reading  my  New  Testament."— iM.  jr.  \9S. 

:   From  the  same,  dated  "  Wadbad,  July  1819  ;"— 

^'  I  have  stffl  one  request  to  make ;  and  that  is,  that  your  Committee 
would  kkidly  supplyme  with  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Hebrew  New  TM-' 
lament :  I  am  frequently  applied  to  for  them  by  Jews  from  various  plnsii. 
Theugh  this  nation  is  brought  with  great  d&culty  to  believe  in  the 
IfxsfiAH  as  already  appeared,  yet  the  reading  of  the  New  Testament  pre^ 
duces  thoaghtllilftess  and  a  better  disposition  of  mind  in  theub  I  have 
often  had  an  oppoittmity  of  observing tUs;  foria  many  Jewash  fiimilies  tbe 
Hebrew  New  Testament  is  ifead  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  the  pas^t 
i^es  which  x«fer  trthe  prophecies  concerning  the  Messxab  are  immediately 
eompared.'*'^5ijnWM<A  Repiri:  App^kHx^  p.  157* 

^  Even  among  the  Jews  the  same  spirit  seems  to  be  moving;  and  the 
dawn  of  a  bright  day  b^^ins  to  shed  its  reviving  light.  It  has  be^  observed^ 
that  many  of  the  mechanics,  who  formerly  used  to  riot  and  sport  away  tiieit 
time  in  their  lod^^ngs,  are  now  employed  in  reading  the  Testament  in  some 
retired  spot.**— 7»ut  jr.  97. 

'  FVom  a  correspondent  in  Germany,  dated  ^*  Feb.  1818  :**— 
^  We  likewise  have  profited  by  opposition.  From  every  quarter,  appli. 
coitions  are  making  for  Bibles.  People  are  desirous  to  know  what  may  be 
contained  in  the  forbidden  book,  iad  many  are  made  acquainted  with  it 
through  thnr  curiosity.  The  Jews  likewise  request  copies,  and  we  have 
disponed  to  them  upwards  of  fifteen.  A  rabbi,  whose  attention  I  directed 
to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  causing  him  to  observe  the  ffreater  purity  of 
the  moral  precepts  contained  in  it,  in  comparison  with  the  letter  of  the  Old 
Testament,  ran  joyfully  away,  holdhig  his  finger  upon  the  chapter,  f\ill  of 
«eal  to  communicate  this  discovery  to  his  di^ipleS.  May  the  Lord  Mess 
the. scattered  seed  r^Monihfy  Extracts,  No.  9- 

^'  The  Emperor  Alexander  has  employed  a  converted  Jew  to  visit  the 
Jews  in  his  dominions,  to  converse  with  them  on  religion,  and  to  distribute 
amonff  them  Hebrew  Testaments.  In  a  letter  received  from  him  by  the 
Eev.  p.  Treschow,  he  states,  that  he  had  been  visited  by  several  thousands 
of  Jews;  that  at  Uodonov,  the  rabbles  and  several  Jews  expressed  them^ 
felves  as  quite  astonished  at  the  contents  of  the  New  Testament:  at  Grodno, 
numbers  caine  to  his  lodging,  anxious  to  obtain  books ;  and  declaring,  that 
the  truth  contained  in  the  New  Testament  would  by  no  means  lead  the  Jews 
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Informrtion  coMected  in  RuMia,  y^iliad»^ftc>  ty  the  Itor.Iit^Wig^  Ac 

i^bQr^fttRntlMOoBOf  tMr  fttheM,  1i«ttlutft4aidi  tdatrfttoft  «h»heif« 
ter  love  and  wrve  God.— -Many  yomiff  ttieii  at  WUna  came  to- Mr.  ModtSji' 
and  stated,  that  they  were  conTinced,  mm  reading  tbe  New  Testament,  than 
€7ami8T  is  the  true  Mxssiah,  and  that  they  were  inclmed  to  embrace 
Christianity. 

*^  At  Mitau,  80  great  was  the  deabe  to  poasen  the  Hehrew  M«w  TeataJ 
ments,  that  some  of  the  Jews  offisrad  lo  contribute  to  the  printing  of  ttan,  if 
Mr.  M.  wovdd  let  them  be  printed  in  that  town. 

'  **  In  a  tour  lately  made  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  in  Russia,  Pohmd^fte. 
by  the  BeV.  L.  Way,  and  the  Bev.  B.  N.  Solomon,  it  -was  obaer?^  that 
most  of  the  Jewish  nhbies  accepted  copies  of  the  Hebiew  New  Testment. 
The  Jewish  people  in  general  dkcoreied  not  merely,  a  wiUmgfmiy  bttt  tm 
PMPid^  to  possess  a  copy.  In  a  letter  dated  fromPQhmd,Mr.  Soiomen  writesi— . 
t*  I  am  happy  to  tell  you,  that  what  we  have  witnessed  amongst  the  Jemw 
during  our  ahode  in  Polaiid,  has  exceeded  all  my  expectations,  and  in  ssbm 
instances  quite  overwhebned.  me  with  astonishmeat  .  Theur  old  poqudieea 
against  the  reiy  name  of  Jesus,  which  haye  so  long  darkened  their  minda, 
and  have  been  a  bar  against  all  inquiry  and  reasoning,  are  now  marvellously 
djanersed,  and  they  are  indined  and  even  denrous  to  speak  about  the 
Oinstian  religion  with  every  possible  freedom.  It  was  truly  pleasing  to  see 
the  avidity  with  which  they  received  the  Hebrew  Testament,  from  our 
hands,  and  the  thirst  which  they  uniformly  mani&sted  to  know  its  contents^ 
Wherever  one  was  granted  them,  numbers  of  Jews  were  immediately  aftsB 
seen  in  the  streets  in  rings,  and  one  of  them  reading  it  aloud*  Where  <w^ 
remained  awhile,  they  used  to  surround  me  in  the  market-pLioes,  or  come  to 
the  inn  in  nikmbers,  asking  explanations  of  some  passages,  or  making  ob- 
jections to  others.  All  were  patient  for  an  answer ;  and  whilst  sometimes  a 
person  stood  up  against  it,  Oliien  at  the  same  time  heard  gladly,  and  even 
ttanifiasted  Joy  in  their  countenancca  at  what  I  had  to  say  to  them  of  Ctfaisi^ 
and  his  goqieL**— f/similA  qnd  7W(^A  BtftrU  ^  ik$  LmUm  S^eitty  fir 
gnmeting  Chritikmiip  amtmg  ike  Jews. 

8.  From  the  Ber.  Dr.  Patanon,  dated  '«  St  Petenbiupff; 
•JFidy  1819:**— 

*^  The  Jews,  in  Siberia,  b^hi  tomanifost  their  Mai  for  the  Bible  Sodefyi 
havd  collected  money,  and  request  to  have  Bibles.** 

Sixtemkliefmns  JfrmtUti;  pi  U^ 

From  tbe  Rev.  James  Comsor,  dated  *^  Aleppo^  AptH 
1820:"— 

**  1  had  only  two  Hebrew  Bibles,  whidi  were  immediateiy  sold ;  and  if  I 
had  had  a  hundred  of  them,  I  could  have  parted  with  them  easily.  Several 
JMws  called  on  me,  to  inquire  if  I  had  the  Sor^tures  in  Arabic,  but  in  tiM 
Hebrew  ofiancter;  th^  told  me  that  such  an  edition,  would  have  a  imt 
mle  among  the  Jews  in  Syria :  this  is  worthy  the  considenition  of  tils  Con^ 
y^tee  of.  tbe  BiUe  Society.**— IfiMtsfuiry  JReguier  fir  SqHembery  1 820. 

^  4.  From    a  Miiiister  at  Suxinanii  dated    **  PaHunariboi 

'  '''The  whole  Bibles  are  in  greater  requisition  than  tiie  New  TesUhientSy 
^iilueh  chk^y  arises  from  the  great  eagerness  of  the  Jews,  who  areTeiy  inu 


in  tUs  laoiony,  to  obtsin  posanwrn  of  the  Old  Xeibmxaui  in  1 
I>utch  language.    They  use  the  Hebiew  lu^ii^is  in  their  qrni^pDSU«f }  m4 
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ti^ir  childittD  ue  taught  ia  tiie  wcbotlk  to  n«d  that  lai^gua^e,  but  oMiidy  to 
enable  them  to  join  in  the  prajenaad  psalmBthatareuaedin  theqmagognea. 
Most  of  them  read  Hebrew,  but  thej  do  not  undeTatand  it. 

*'  The  Committee  of  the  Britiah  and  Fordgn  Bible  Society  have  there- 
finre  rendered  an  eaaential  aervice  to  the  Jewiah  people  in  this  place,  by 
a^nding  aolaii^  anumber  of  Dutch  Bibka;  ifar,  bj  thia  meana,  the  youuff 
people,  among  the  Jew%  may  become  acquainted  with  the  true  hiatoiy  S 
their  ancestors,  and  read  the  Commandmenta  of  God  in  a  language  that  ii 
intelligible  to  them*  Most  of  the  Bibles  which  I  have  sold  hare  been  pur- 
duaed  by  Jews."~^/€twfi/A  IU§fmrt :  4ppem4is^  Nc,  x.xut. 

>  ^  The  Committee  eatablidied  at  Surinam  have  directed  their  exertions 
specially  towarda  the  Jewish  population,  with  ao  much  success,  that  many 
amoi^  them  ednoe  a  true  desire  to  read  the  word  of  <xOi>.  A  considerable 
Bumber  of  Hebrew  Bibles,  and  not  a  few  Hebrew  New  Testaments,  have 
been  eagerly  recelTed,  and  a  xeal  and  desae  are  ^scovered  among  llie  de* 
■oendants  of  Abraham  in  that  colony,  scarcdy  to  be  met  with  in  Eurape." 

Si9i€€mik  JUpmrii  Jfpmiix^p.  77* 

*'  Now  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  worlds  and 
the  diminishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles ;  how  much ' 
fnore  their  fulness  f    For  if  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the 
reconciling  of  the  tVorld^  what  shall  this  receiving  of  them  be, 
btU  life  from  the  dead  f — Romans,  xi.  12 — 16. 

SECTION  XII. 

ON  TBB  RBSULTS  OF  THE  SYSTEM  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FORBION 
BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

I.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Parent  Institution,  and  the 
luminous  compendium  of  those  reports  contained  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  society  by  its  clerical  secretary,  supply  much  of 
that  mformation  which  naturally  falls  under  ttus  division  of 
the  chapter;  yet  a  succinct  review  of  the  effects  produced^  and 
of  many  cQllateral  advantafles  which  have  been  but  slightly 
adverted  to  in  those  valuable  records,  seem«  to  be  necesMiilv 
involved  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  It  is  by  die  effects  which 
it  has  produced,  that  the  system  now  under  consideration  will 
be  appreciated  by  posterity ;  and  it  is  by  tiiose  effects  that 
many  of  our  cotemporaries  will  be  induced  to  adopt  it  In 
this,  as  in  the  preceding  parts  of  the  work,  the  author  feels 
himself  justified  in  fortifying  his  ow|i  opinions  by  those  of 
many  estimable  individuals,  and  by  adding  tiieir  observations 
to  die  result  of  his  own  experience. 

Withcmt  attempting  to  define,  with  accuracy,  tiiat  line 
which  separates  die  direct  benefits  of  the  Bible  Society,  firom 
ihose  which  may  be  termed  collateral,  it  wiU  be  sufficient  to 
consider  both,  in  that  order  wherein  they  appear  to  hove  fol- 
lowed the  progress  of  the  Institution. 
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.  First  supplj  of  Bibles  in  Wales.— Incraued  regard  finr  the  £ksiptures. 

agassas         ■  =sssssssssss:ssssssssssssssss:sssssssss^=ssssssss=sssBXSSSSBSSSSSSX^ 

2.  An  increased  regard  and  revi^rence  for  the  holy  scrip- 
txeres,  and  a  desire  for  their  possession,  appear  to  have  been 
among  the  first  effects  produced  both  in  our  own  country  and 
in  foreign  nations. 

''  The  partial  ^stribotion  of  Englkh  Hbles  and  Testaments  had  already 
(1810)  produced  a  very  diaoemible  effect :  it  had  awakened  an  attention  to 
the  8ul($ect,  which  ^peaied  to  be  incieanng ;  and  many  were  now  sean  to 
numifest  a  desire  for  a  Bible,  who  had  hitherto  been  insensible  of  its  vahie^ 
or  even  ignorant  of  its  contents.*'* 

The  following  accomkt  of  the  manner  in  which  the  first 
supply  of  Testaments  was  received  in  Wales — ^a  country 
which  may  be  termed  the  birth-place  of  the  Society — ^is  given 
on  the  authority  of  "  an  eye-witness  :"— 

^  When  the  arrivd  of  the  cart  was  announced,  which  carried  the  first 
sacred  load,  the  Welah  peasants  went  out  in  crowds  to  meet  it ;  welcomed 
it  as  the  Israelitea  did  the  axk  of  old ;  drew  it  into  the  town ;  and  eagerly 
bore  off  every  copy,  as  rajndly  as  they  could  be  dispersed.  The  young 
people  were  to  be  seen  consuming  the  whole  night  in  reacUnff  it.  Labourers 
carried  it  with  them  to  the  field,  that  they  mi^t  enjoj  it  during  the  inter- 
vals of  their  labour,  and  lose  no  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
its  sacred  truths.**— Glrii^taii  Observer  fur  Ji^^  ISia 

In  America^  a  similar  disposition  was  manifested,  as 
appears  by  the  following  declaration  of  the  Committees  of 
the  Connecticut  and  New-York  Bible  Societies : — 

^  Never  was  the  entrance  of  the  kin^jdom  of  heaven  so  widely  opened  to 
mankind  as  it  now  is.  Never  were  the  unportanoe  and  the  encouragement 
of  opening  it  still  wider,  more  manifest.  The  disposition  of  men  to  reee&ve 
the  word  of  Goo  is,  in  many  places,  scarcely  leas  indicative  of  a  divine 
hand,  than  the  corresponding  disposition  to  communicate  it.  Both  together 
intimate  the  near  approach  of  the  happy  period  when  the  knowledge  of  tba 
Loan  shall  fiU  the  earth.**t 

^  A  taste  fi)r  reading  .the  Scriptures  is  rapidly  extending ;  and  we  trust 
and  believe,  that  pure  religion  is  now  taking  hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  people 
in  this  country,  in  a  manner  before  unheard  of;  and  our  Christian  brethrea 
of  your  country  may  rest  assured,  that  our  hearts  are  with  them  in  all  their 
e£forts  to  difiuse  throughout  the  world  the  light  of  the  GospeL  It  is  a 
pleasing  reflection,  that  600  miles  in  the  interior  of  our  country,  where 
fifteen  years  ago  the  fi)ot  of  civilized  man  had  never,  trod,  you  now  find 
villages,  churSiesy  Bible  Societies,  and  what  Ib  still  more  cheering,  real 

S.  That  tiie  extension  of  the  REnsEMBR^s  kingdom,  as 
manifested  in  the  progress  of  *^  righteousness  and  true  holiness^* 
has  borne  some  proportion  to  the  increased  circulation  of 'tiie 
holy  scriptures,  the  Christian  will  readily  believe ;  while  he 

•  Owen's  Histoiy^  VoL  II.  p.  172. 

t  TwelfUiBeport  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bihle  Society;  Appendix,  p.  44^ 

\  Ibid.  p.  51. 
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-rejoitea  in  (sv^rj  renewed  confimation  of  his  fidth- in -the 
^fon^ses  of  Qon.  The  following  instances,  selected  firom  a 
multitude  of  similar  testimonies,  vnll  gratify  the  reader : — 

^  Three  hundred  and  fifty  Bibles  have  been  placed  in  the  workhouae  i 
and  it  ia  inoet  fdearfng  to  liatfen  to  the  rel^iona  atnina  wfaldi  now  resoand 
through  the  Teat  warda  of  tfafeinatitution,  and  to  hear  thoae,  who -fonneiiy 
wove  a  diigrweM  xabble,  prodakaxng  the  piaiie  of  the  Ai.iiiohtt.  What 
jaaj  not  the  BiUe  efibet,  when  aooompanied  with  power  from  on  high  !*** 

^  AUjgood  men  will  certainly  rejoice,  wherever  and  by  whomsoever  good 
!ia  done;  particularly  zf  the  effect  be  to  gloiify  the  word  and  the  name  of 
Chkibt  :  and  this  is  surely  the  case  now,  when  such  earnest  zeal  is  displayed 
to  Toaks  known  his  great  salvation,  and  prodium  his  infinite  merits.  Thi.8 
grateful  joy  will  be  much  heightened,  by  the  pleasing  intelligence  which  I 
have  to  commimicate ;  and  whidi  is  the  result,  not  only  of  my  own  obserrs!^ 
iions,  but  also  of  an  extennve  corre^Hmdence ; — that  the  diwemination  of 
the  holy  scriptures  is  attended  with  a  signal  blessing,  bodi  among  our  CathoUc 
4aad  our  Protestant  brethren,  whose  hearts  have  been  drawn  to  the  Go<d  ot 
the  Bible  by  the  pemaal  of  his  holy  word.'*  f 

4«  A  greater  regard  for  the  sabbath^  and  more  general  and 
^regular  attendance  on  divine  worship,  was  another  and  an 
early  result  of  the  society's  labours,  and  an  evidence  that  tiiey 
were  not  in  vain«  From  among  numerous  testimonies  to  this 
ptlect,  the  following  is  selected,  as  coming  from  a  clergyman 
resident  on  a  spot  long  proverbial  for  the  profligacy  and 
irreligion  of  its  inhabitants,  among  whom  his  ministerial 
duties  have  been  discharged  with  exemplary  diligence  and 
success  :-— 

.  *'  On  the  arrivdl  of  your  valuable  present  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  I 
was  surrounded  by  so  many  earnest  applicants,  that  in  six  days  nU  the 
Bibljes  were  disposed  of.  The  price  put  upon  them  appeared  to  enhanoe 
their  value ;  and  so  anxious  were  the  poor  to  have  them,  that  many  borrowed 
the  money  through  fear  of  losing  the  opportunity.—-'  Thank  God  !  I  have  at 
last  got  a  Bible,*  was  their  heartfelt  exclamation.  They  considered  it  a 
Ueasmg  and  a  treasure.  The  efiects  already  excited  by  the  circulation  of  the 
'  Scriptures  among  us,  have  been  very  cons^ucuous.  I  have  unexpectedly  found 
several  individuals  with  their  Bibles  befi>re  them.  A  comparatively^  very  fiill 
attendance  at  public  worship  appears  to  have  been  already  produced  by  the 
poweifid  word  of  God  $  and  an  accession  of  eighteen  communicants,  diews 
an  interest  and  emulatbn  to  jiartake  of  that  Sippiness  which  a  conformity 
with  the  precepts  of  Christ  alone  can  i|?«pire  and  secure."  $ 

That  similar  eflfects  have  been  produced,  in  places  still 
ipore  un£Mrourable  to  die  reception  of  divine  trutii,  die  follow- 
ing Is  a  striking  evidence:-^ 

•  Report  of  the-  Hoom  Auxiliary  Bible  Sodaty,  in  connexion  with  Uie 
Nalberlands  Bible  Society. 

t  Leuer  from  the  Rev.  Leander  Van  Ess,  quoted  by  Owen,  Vol.  III.  n.  455. 

t  L«tt«r  fnMn  the  Rev.  P.  M.  Proctor,  Kewland,  Fomt  of  Dean — Second 
Report  of  Bristol  Auxiliary  Bible  Society. 
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and  in  C>ytoi«"^^-<3oiifiBKli>M'to>€l»iiiiMft/  in  India. 

.^^TbeiaitaPodiaalaim  of  tteSeriptiiMsifln^  («r 

Cejlon),  through  the  instnunentalilj  of.  theWealey^  Mimioiunies^  hay 
^een  attended  with  the  happiest  suocesa.  When  Mr,  Lynch  first  visited  the 
jail  of  Jaffna,  he  found  onlj  two  of  the  prisoners  who  could  read ;  and  he 
gave  to  each  a  Teatament,  which  thej  promised. to  read  to  their  feUow- 
piifonffra.  InthecoBneofashait  time,ODecfUiemhadftadthe«h«le«o 
several  who  were  anzioos  to  hear  it.  l^e  jailor  reported,  that  anoe  iWf 
humane  attention  had  been  shewn  to  the  pnaoneia,  thfiLptison  was  no  longec 
disturbed  with  the  same  drunken  noise,  and  gamljipgh  ^^^ch  before  toq 
frequently  prevailed.  A  similar  rrform  is  stat^  to  have  followed  the  em- 
plojment  of  the  same  means  among  the  prisoners  in  the  jail  at  Point  de 
^Talle.  This  reform  waa  chaneteiisedy  among  other  things,  by  a  particular, 
xespect  for  the  sabbath.  *"  They  were  form^b^y'  observes  the  reJater,  *  in 
the  habit  of  cleansing  out  the  jail  on  Sunday  morning ;  but  now  they  worl^ 
a(ter  their  usual  hour  on  Saturday  evening,  to  avoid  breaking  the  fourth  com-» 
mandment'  Such  results,  while  they  evince  the  power  or  the  divine  word^ 
nd  that  under  veiy  unfavourable  circumstances,  demoostrata,  at  the  same 
time,  the  seasonableneBB  and  utility  of  tboae  ezertioDB»  ^by  which  it^  disse^ 
mination  is  promoted."— F«»-^miMA  Report,  p.  68. 

5.  Nor  were  these  happy  effects  confined  to  the  Ghnsiiaa 
^orld: 

.  "Evideaceaiypnarcd  of  nnmeroua  eonvenaons  having  taken  place,  without 
tiie  intervention  of  any  other  means  than  the  uncommented  and  unex- 
pounded  text  of  the  holy  scriptures.  These  gratifying  instanees  encouraged 
the  Britiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  proceed  in  its  career,  by  justifying 
the  belief  upon  wfaidi  it  has  unilbrmly  acted,  timt,  *  the  word  ^/Ood  '  would' 
prove  to  be  *  fuieh  a»d  pvwerfuL!  and  the  instrument  of  *•  turning  mmn^/rom 
dtKrkmm  to  lights  atui/fom  tho  power  of  Smtan  unto  God.*  " 

From  among  numerous  instances  which  establish  the  truth 
of  this  sentiment^  the  following  is  selected^  in  addition  to  those 
already  introduced  in  the  preceding  Sections : — 

'^  Dr.  Carey  speaka  of  the  SCbsionariea  at  Seiampore  being  indebted  for 
two  of  their  *'  most  active  and  useful  native  preachers,'  as  well  as  several 
cMier  brethren,  '  to  a  New  Testament  left  at  a  shop  $'  and  for  two  other 
members  of  their  body,  to  the  impression  nuide  *"  by  reading  an  English* 
Testament*  But  a  still  more  extraordinary  fiMst  was,  that,  early  in  I  Sidy 
several  Brahmins  and  persons  of  high  caste,  not  many  xniles  from  Serampore, 
obtained  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  met  for  Christian  worship  on, 
the  Lord's  day,  before  they  had  any  intercourse  with  the  Hissionariefy. 
eimpfy  ^  reading  the  Scr^^twet-  ^  These,'  adds  Br.  Carey,  ^  were  soon 
afterwards  baptized ;  and  reported,  that,  by  the  same  means,  as  many 'as  a 
hundred  of  their  neighbours  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
reli^n,  and  were  kept  back  from  professing  it,  only  by  the  fear  of  losing 
caste,  and  its  consequences.' "  • 

6.  So  numerous  and  important  have  been  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  establishment  of  the  British  andForeign  Bible^ 

•  Oweies  History:  roi.ll.p,  4S4et$eq.  In  the '<  Episcopal  Testimonies,  "• 
Appendix.  No.  III.  the  reader  will  And  this  santimeiit^  in  ft vour  of  the  wfficieoey 
ci  the  holy  acriptarcs,  conflrmed  and  enforced  bj  the  late  able  and  learned  Bishop 
Horslej. 
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9S  BRITISH  AKD  FOREIGN  BIBLB  SOCIETY.         [CHAP.  I; 

Testimonies  to  the  some  eflEbct  finom  the  Clergy  .of  the  Swedish  Diet. 

dent   of  that  institutian,   thus  addresses    the  Right  Hono* 
rable  Lord  Teignmouth  :— 

^  I  feel  constrained,  in  the  name  of  our  sodetj,  to  seize  this  opportuni^ 
of  renderinff  your  venerable  society  the  most  fervent  thanks  for  this  aasisti^ 
apce,  and  of  soliciting  that  communion  of  spirit,  which,  by  that  one  prindplfi 
of  life  which  bids  us  to  love  one  another,  melts  the  different  languages  of 
the  earth  into  one,  understood  by  all.  For  this  sentiment  there  exist  no 
national  limits.  Even  across  the  sea  we  reach  out  to  you  our  fraternal  hand, 
fi)r  uniting  our  exertions  in  that  holy  cause  which  the  Author  of  every  good 
gift,  and  the  Fountain  of  light,  will  vouchsafe  to  bless.**  * 

On  this  delightful  theme  it  is  difficult  to  limit  the  selection 
of  extracts ;  but  there  are  two  others  of  so  remarkable  a  cha^ 
racter,  as  to  justify  dieir  insertion. 

The  representative  bishops  and  clergy  in  the  Swedish 
Diet  assembled  at  Stockholm,  after  expressing  their  **  highest 
satis&ction  at  the  institution  of  the  Bible  Society,**  arid  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  addressed  an  ex- 
hortatory  letter  to  the  clergy  throughout  the  kingdom,  in- 
viting their  active  co-operation  in  this  work  of  mercy.  From 
this  official  document  the  following  passage  is  selected:-— 

^  When  all  Christian  congregations,  forgetting  abstruse  controversies, 
unanimously  meet  at  the  heavemy  fountain,  to  drink  and  communicate  its 
holy  waters  without  human  admixture,  a  great  step  seems  to  be  taken  towards 
*  thfi  tmtty  cf  iht  Spirit  m  the  bamd  of  peaceJ*  By  this  charitable  union  the 
Church  of  Christ  wUl  rise  as  one  harmonious  whole;  and  the  consequence  will 
be,  the  universal  revelation  of  the  heavenly  light.**  -f 

If  the  avowal  of  sentiments  like  these  be  animating  and 
encouraging,  how  much  is  their  value  enbancedy  when  we 
find  them  supported  and  illustrated  by  a  corresponding  am- 
duct!  Too  often  the  sense  of  gratitude,  and  the  feeling  of 
benevolence,  resemble  the  ^*  early  dew"  and  evaporate  in  the 
expression  of  their  existence.  An  opportunity,  however, 
was  afforded,  at  an  early  period  of  the  society's  history,  to 
our  American  brethren,  of  evincing,  that,  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  those,  feelings  were  not  of  an  evanescent  charac- 
ter, but  tiiie  mature  product  of  Christian  principle.  This, 
which  has  been  appropriately  termed  a  '*  splendid  occur- 
rence," is  so  well  described  by  the  Rev.  John  Owen,  that  it 
will  be  given  in  his  own  words: — 

^  In  the  month  of  June,  1813,  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testanients,  des- 
tined by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  inhabitants  of  Nova 
Scotia,  was  captured  by  an  American  privateer,  brought  into  Portland,  and 
there  sold  and  dispersed.  As  soon  as  this  fiict  became  known  to  the  Bible 
Society  of  Massachusetts,  a  determination  was  taken,  by  the  managers  of 
that  institution^  to  replace  the  value  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  their 

•  Twelfth  Report:  Appendix,  p.  130.      'f  Owen's  History,  Vol.  III. p.  76. 
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Striking  illustntion  of  this  effect,  in  the  inataooe  of  an  Amerifian  privateer* 

secretary  was  Elected  to  ascertain,  by  correspondeiice,  to  whom  the  amount 
of  the  property  captured  should  be  transmitted :  and  he  was  at  the  same 
time  instructed,  ^  to  expreas  the  deep  regret  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society,  that  any  occurrence  should  have  so  long  detained  so  many  copies  of 
the  Bible  from  their  proper  destination,  and  that  to  the  other  calamities  of  the 
disastrous  war  in  which  their  country  was  engaged,  should  be  added  any  inter- 
ruption of  the  charitable  and  munificent  labours  of  their  fellow  Christiaiui 
in  Great  Britain,  in  difitudng  the  knowledge  of  the  word  of  Goi>.* 

^  In  the  mean  time,  a  subscription  was  opened  at  Boston,  to  raise  a 
sufficient  sum,  without  diverting  the  fimds  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible 
Society  from  their  r^ular  object;  and  such  was  the  eagerness  manifested, 
by  the  citizens  of  Boston,*  to  shake  off  from  their  country  the  Saffouse  of 
this  transaction,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  double  Uie  sum  required 
was  contributed ;  and  it  might,  as  appears,  have  been  easily  increased  to  an 
almost  indefinite  amount  On  the  9th  of  November,  18 13,  a  bill  fbr  ;f  .1 55 
sterling,  which  covered  the  cost  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  together  with 
the  expense  of  insurance  upon  them,  was  transmitted  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Bible. Society, 
the  Rev.  S.  Thatcher,  who  concludes  his  letter  in  the  following  very  appro- 
priate and  excellent  terms  :— 

^^  *  We  have  thus  done  what  we  can  to  express  our  shame  and  r^^t  at  this 
occurrence,  and  to  repair  the  evil  which  it  has  occasioned.  We  mdulge  the 
hope  that  we  shaU  not  again  have  to  number  it  among  the  calamities  of  a 
war,  in  which  we  cannot  cease  to  regret,  that  two  nations,  allied  in  feelings, 
habits,  interests,  language,  and  origin,  should  be  engaged ;  that  it  counteracts, 
in  any  degree,  the  exertions  of  any  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  Great 
Britain ;  or  tends  to  loosen  or  break  that  golden  chain  of  mutual  benevolence, 
which  ought  to  bind  together  the  disciples  of  Christ,  of  every  nation  and 
dimes  without  regard  to  political  animosities.*  '*  f 

7.  AmoM  the  collateral  advantages  of  die  British  and 
Foreigii  BiUe  Society,  there  is  one  which  the  Christian  may 
contemplate  without  a  feeling  of  national  vanity,  while  it  in- 
creases his  sense  of  individual  responsibility^  and  his  gratitude 
to  that  Almighty  Protector  who  has  preserved  this  highly- 
favoured  coimtry,  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole  earth.  Tne 
rfespect  and  attaclunent  of  wise  and  good  men,  of  every  re- 
ligious denomination^  in  Europe  and  America,  have  been 
secured  to  Great  Britain,  by  die  unbounded  zeal  and  liberality 
of  the  Bible  Society.    The  following  evidences  of  this  grati- 


*  This  spnrit  of  liberalitj  was  not  confined  to  Boston:  assurances  were  re- 
ceived from  other  quarters,  of  a  desire  to  {Mrticipate  in  the  trannction.  In  par- 
ticular, the  Merimac  Bible  Society  passed  a  vote  to  contribute  100  Bibles  towards 
this  object ;  but  the  largeness  of  the  subscriptions  io  the  town  made  it  unneoessarj 
to  accept  the  profllVred  donation. 

t  Owen'sHistory,  Vol.  II.  p.486,etseq.  The  address  prefixed  to  the  lUt  of 
sohscribers  at  Boston  on  this  memorable  occasion  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Tenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society:  it  breathes,  aa 
has  been  well  obserred,  '*  a  spirit  of  genuine  philanthropy^  end  conveys  an 
instmetive  lesson  to  the  whole  popuhitSon  of  Cbristendom." 

h2 
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IW  BRITISH  AKD  FORBIGK  BIBLE  SOCIETY.         [CBJ^.  It 

Bespect  and  attachmetit  of  Foreign  Nations  toward  Great  BritidA  illustrated. 

f|dng  result,  selected  from  numerous  testimonies  to  die  same 
efiecty  will  be  read  with  interest. 

On  receiving  intelligence  that  the  formation  of  an  "  English 
Bible  Society  in  Holkmd"  was  in  agitation,  the  Committee  of 
die  Parent  Institution  encouraged  it  with  a  grant  of  500 
English  Bibles,  and  1000  English  Testaments ;  and  promised 
the  sum  of  BOOL  upon  the  eventual  establishment  of  a  National 
Bible  Society  for  the  United. Netherlands: — 

^  When  jour  Committee's  correspondent  mentioned  thifl  liberal  offer  in 
presence  of  three  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Amsterdam,  (to  use  his  own 
emphatical  words,)  one  of  them  shed  tears,  another  seemed  petrified  with 
astonishment,  and  the  third  exclaimed,  *"  The  English  are  a  pattern  to  aU 
nations  !•"• 

In  their  primary  report,  the  Committee  of  the. Swedish 
Bible  Society  thus  address  their  constituents : — 

'^  This  sacred  fire  broke  out  first  in  England,  a  country  so  memorable  fiir> 
the  warfiure  that  has  been  carried  on  between  liberty  and  tyranny — ^between 
raligion  and  infidelity  and  immorality— a  country  which  has  suffered  leas, 
whether  spiritually  or  p(^tically,  from  the  desolating  storm  than  any  other, 
because  it  seems  to  have  been  Jehovah's  object  to  spare  it,  in  order  to  be- 
come a  nursing  mother,  when  the  time  was  come  for  sending  forth  the  know- 
ledge of  His  wiU  to  all  nations.  What  has  been  achieved  by  that  country 
woiidd  require  volumes  to  describe.  The  rest  of  Europe  has  caught  the  sacred 
flame  firom  England  i  and  there  is  scarcely  a  country  but  has  got  its  Bible 
Society.  Our  own  is  one  of  its  glorious  monuments ;  and  will  hand  down,  to 
the  latest  age  in  which  the  Bible  shaU  be  held  in  due  estimation,  a  memodal 
of  the  sacred  feeling  which  prevails  in  that  happy  country."  f 

From  no  part  of  the  world  have  those  expressions  of  gru* 
titude  and  affection  been  more  frequent  and  ardent,  than  from 
Switzerland*  The  venerable  Wyttenbach,  member  of  tiie 
Ecclesiastical  Council  of  Bern,  may  be  considered  the  inter- 
preter of  the  general  sentiments  of  his  countrymen,  when  he 
says,^- 

^  My  very  heart  and  soul  exult  in  the  idea,  that  millions,  in  all  the  ends- 
of  the  earth,  bless  England's  noble  promoters  of  the  knowledge  of  the  only 
Mediator  and  SAViotrn,  while  they  make  known  to  him  Uieir  requests 
with  prayer  and  praise.  What  shouts  of  joyful  gratitude  to  God  wiU 
ascend  on  that  great  day  of  recompense,  when  every  one  ahaU  reoelTe 
according  to  his  works  !**  f 

And  where  is  the  British  Christian,  whose  heart  will  not 
beat  responsive  to  the  following  apostrophe  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Lausanne  Bible  Society  ? — 

•  Tenth  Report,  p.  25.  f  Twelfth  Report :  Appendix,  No.  lxztu. 

)  l^>urtaenthRe{A>rt :  i^ptndiz,p.  187. 
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•  Remarkftble  proof  of  this  feeling  in  the  case  of  Dalecarlk.  ^ 

^^  Thy  reel  glory,  Britain,  that  which  shines  in  the  present  day  with  so 
much  lustre,  is,  ^e  glory  of  enlightening  the  whole  world  with  the  bri^t 
beams  of  the  Gospel ;  of  making  the  ocean,  on  whose  bosom  thou  art  so 
mijestically  seated,  proclaim  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  *  Behold 
your  Ooo  !*  and,  by  the  force  of  mild  persuasion,  bringing  all  nations  !• 
reply,  *•  Henceforth  He  shall  be  our  Goo,  and  we  will  rejoice  because  o«r 
eyes  have  seen  his  great  salvation.*  Yes,  Britannia,  it  is  to  the  zeal  of  thy 
children,  that  we  owe  this  harmonious  concert  of  all  people,  and  nations,  and 
languages:  it  is  through  thy  iQde&tigable  s»al,  that  the  isles  and  the 
continents,  the  Nile  and  the  Ganges,  the  Niger  and  the  Euphrates,  unite  In 
chorus  with  the  Thames  and  the  Wolga,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and  the 
Mississippi—^  And  I  ktard  ms  U  were  Ute  voice  tf  a  gremi  mmUUude,  and  as 
the  voice  of  mtn^  waiere^  and  at  the  voice  ofmighijf  tkunderinge^  ''^^f  Hed* 
lett^ah,  for  ihe  Lobd  God  Omnipotent  reigneik  /"* 

^  Our  Huss,"  says  an  Hungarian  correspondent,  ^*  was  the  fidthftd 
disciple  and  constant  follower  of  your  countiyman,  Wicldiffe.  From 
Jrou  the  first  rays  of  light  of  holy  scripture  penetrated  to  us.  Now, 
after  the  lapse  of  four  centuries,  you  are  preparing  again  to  confer  upon  us 
this  gift,  and  to  lay  our  gratitude  under  new  obligations.  I  say  these  things 
from  a  deep  sense  of  thankfulness ;  and  all  my  countrymen  will  make  Uie 
same  acknowledgment.**  + 

Nor  do  we  find  the  gbw  of  grateful  attachment  less  ardent 
among  the  sunple  inhabitants  of  Finland ;  who  thus  concluda 
their  filifil  address  to  the  Parent  Institutiim : — 

'*  Blessing  and  hcHiour  be  upon  that  Christian  nation,  who  pro^eoB  and 
^vance  the  glorious  sentiment,  that  the  whole  human  race,  whatever  hs 
their  creed  or  however  diversified  their  language,  are  brethren,  children  of 
the  same  gracious  G^d  and  Father  of  us  all,  joint  heirs  of  the  same  un. 
&ding  inheritance  and  the  same  glorious  salvation  V*  | 

Here,  again^  it  is  delightful  to  find,  that  those^  to  whom  the 
jMiue  of  Engkmd  is  endeared  by  the  labours  of  this  Society^ 
>atte8t  the  sincerity  of  their  attai^hment  by  their  deeds.  The 
pervading  influence  of  British  charity  had  reached  the  moun- 
tains of  Ualecarlia,  in  the  heart  of  Sweden ;  and  the  effect  is 
thus  simply  and  emphatically  related  by  the  lamented  Dr. 
Brunnmarky  late  Chaplain  to  the  Swedish  Embassy  at  thie 
.Court  of  London  :«-*• 

*'  After  Sweden  was  fbrced  to  make  peace  with  France,  and  declare  agalntt 
England,  the  usual  war-prayer  continued  to  be  read  in  all  the  churches. 
The  Dalecarlians  asked,  who  were  the  enemies  of  the  country  :^  and  when 
they  were  told  that  the  English  were  meant  by  that  name, — *  No,  no,' 
,  exclaimed  they,  *'  the  English  are  not  our  enemies ;  they  are  our  best 
'friends :  they  sent  us  com  to  sow  our  land,  when  in  our  distress  we  had  con- 
sumed even  the  grain  intended  for  seed ;  they  sent  us  medicine  for  our  siak 
.  and  bounded  soldiers,  and  wooUen  blankets  for  our  hospitals ; — and,  what  is 
more  than  all,  they  have  latelj/ sent  us  Bibles  !  T     The  Dalecarlians  there- 

•  Second  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  T<ansanne  Bibla  Sedtty. 
t  Owen's  History,  Vol.  II.  p.  97.  ' 
l  Sixteenth  Report:  Appendix,  p.  187. 
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£videnoe8  of  moral  reformation  in  Oermanj,  Switoerland,  America,  Sue 

Upon  requested  of  their  ministers  to  discontinue  the  war-prayer;  which  soon 
afterwards  was  permitted  to  be  done.**  * 

8.  Many  instances  of  moral  reformation  will  be  introduced 
in  the  subsequent  chapters,  as  the  results  of  the  distribution 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  by  Local  Societies  at  home ;  but 
the  followii^  evidences  of  similar  effects  abroad,  fall  more 
at>propriateIy  within  this  division  of  the  work. 

That  4u3tinguished  philanthropist.  Professor  Van  Ess, 

^  has  had  the  happiness  to  witness  the  most  pleasing  firuits  of  his  bene- 
volent exertions,  in  the  improved  habits  of  those  among  whom  the  Scrip- 
tures have  been  distributed*  Not  only  individuals,  but  whole  fiimiliM» 
have  been  reformed  by  the  perusal  of  them.  These  and  other  good  effects 
are  so  visible,  that  they  have  produced  conviction  in  some  Catholic  cleigy- 
men  who  were  formerly  hostile  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  or  who 
entertained  doubts  at  least  as  to  its  practical  utilitj.*'  f 

Of  the  Swiss  Bible  Societies,  Dr.  Steinkopff  observes:—  ' 

**'  All  the  SodeUes  have  received  striking  prooft  that  their  extensive 
dissemination  of  the  Scriptures  has,  in  many  instances,  been  attended  with 
substantial  good.  The  chains  of  sin  are  broken;  drunkards  become  sober ; 
piety  increases ;  domestic  order  and  happiness  flourish.*'  % 

From  America,  we  have  the  following  striking  testimony : — 

^  The  advantages  resulting  from  Bible  Societies  are  indisputably  graat. 
We  say  imdiMpmtahfyt  because  we  can  appeal  to  experience,  to  ftcts,  in  sup^ 
port  of  the  assertion.  Even  in  a  moral  point  (nE  view,  the  position  is  correct. 
ft  has  been  actually  found,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  dissemination  of  the 
Scriptures,  a  vicious  has  given  place  to  a  virtuous  practice ;  idleness  has 
been  supplanted  by  industiy,  intemperance  by  sobriety,  and  general  impro- 
vidence by  prudent  management.  I?hu8,  a  powerful  antidote  is  formed  to 
pauperism,  and  all  its  direfiil  train  of  miseries.  The  example  of  industry, 
•obriety,  and  prudent  management,  which  is  set  by  parents  and  masters,  it 
may  be  reasonably  supposed,  will  be  copied,  in  some  measure  at  least,  by  their 
children,  and  by  their  servants."  § 

Nor  is  the  following  evidence  from  the  colony  of  BerUce 
less  gratifying : — 

^  On  an  estate,  where  one  of  the  prindpal  people  had  learned  to  read, 
several  of  the  slaves  contributed  their  mite  to  purchase  a  Bible  for  the 
benefit  of  all  upon  the  estate  who  would  meet  to  hear  it  read.  Several 
have  since  learned  to  read,  and  now  possess  Bibles.  Their  master,  in  the 
beginning,  was  against  their  ^^ming  •  but  his  sentiments  were  soon  changed : 
he  saw  thieves  becoming  honest,  rebellious  persons  obedient,  and,  instead 
of  meetings  lor  f^^ncmg  and  revelling,  heard  of  meetings  for  prayer  and 
pnuse.**!! 

To  find  that  British  soldiers,  on  a  foreign  station,  derive  si- 
nular  advantages  from  the  same  source,  is  peculiarly  satisfac- 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  11.  p.  9128. 

t  Twelfth  Report,  p.  6.  ^Ibid.  Appendix,  p.  145. 

5  First  Report  of  the  Colombia  Bible  Sodety. 

I  Twelfth  Report:  Appendix,  p.  9a 
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Britiah  Soldien  in  Java. — Desire  to  leam  to  read. 


tory.  •  A  grant  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  having  been  made  by 
the  Committee  to  the  soldiers  of  the  59th  regiment,  then  at' 
JaVa,  they  were  received  with  strong  expressions  of  grati- 
tude ;  and  in  a  subsequent  communication  from  some  of 
Aem,  it  is  observed : — 

^  Many  of  our  companionii,  who  once  took  delight  in  drinking  down 
iniquity  aa  the  ox  drinketh  in  water,  are,  throu|^  the  grace  of,  C^d,  by 
reading  the  holy  Bible,  happily  reclaimed  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  are  now  taking  delight  in  retiring -alone  for  the  purpose  of  reading  and 
studying  the  blesKd  word  of  Goo.**  * 

9.  Of  the  collateral  advantages  which  have  been  remarked 
in  our  own  country,  none  are  more  prominent  than  the  desire 
manifested  by  children  and  adults  to  leam  to  read.  This 
subject  will  be  'further  adverted  to  in  the  chapters  which  treat 
of.Associations;  and  the  following  extracts  will  furnish  a 
sufficient  indication  that  similar  effects  are  produced  abroad.. 

A  correspondent  in  Germany  remarks  :— 

^  Old  men,  who  had  never  learned  to  read,  are  now  desirous  to  leam, 
that  they,  in  their  advanced,  age,  may  find  consolation  fiom  the  holy  script 
tares."  t 

-  And  the  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society,  quoting 
the  language  of  a  correspondent  in  Liefland,  observe : — 

**  One  of  the  benefits  flowing  fh>m  our  association,  which  was  originally 
neither  contemplated  nor  expected,  is,  that  many  hundreds  of  the  neigh- 
bouring children  have  learned  to  read;  and  that  the  peasants  in  twenty, 
three  places  in  our  parish  have  voluntarily  adopted  the  plan  dT  assembling, 
every  other  Sunday  evening,  such  children  as  can  read  with  propriety,  and 
have  a  Testament,  for  the  express  purpose  of  reading  a  few  copters.  I 
have  likewise  made  a  similar  regulation  in  the  school  under  my  inspection, 
which  I  constantly  visit,  and  in  which,  during  the  winter  in  particular,  the 
children  are  made  acquainted  with  the  sacred  volume :  and  it  has  afforded 
me  the  most  sennble  ffratification  to  witness  the  unexpected  progress  whidi 
they  have  made  in  scriptural  knowledge,  as  well  as  in  singing,  writing,  and 
ciphering.  A  better  spirit  prevails  amonffst  the  Livonian  youth  of  our 
puish  since  we  began  to  distribute  the  word  of  God  more  plentifully ;  even 
the  fiithers  of  fiumlies  remain  more  at  home,  to  hear  their  children  read  -to 
them  in  the  best  of  books  while  at  their  work."  j: 

10.  That  the  Bible  Society  has  operated  as  a  barrier 
against  the  progress  of  infidelity  in  our  own  country^  we 
snaD  have  abundant  evidence,  in  considering  the  tendency 
and  effects  of  Bible  Associations :  that  it  has  repelled  the 
same  poisonous  current  on  the  continent^  will  be  manifest 
from  the  following  testimonies. 


•  ThiftMnth  Ueport :  Appendix,  p.  23.  f  Ibid.  p.  57, 

t  Sixteenth  Report:  Appendix,  p.  144  et  seq. 
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Ciiculation  Qf  tlie  Holy  Scriptuzes  a  barrier  to  the  progrett  of  infidelity. 

From  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dcering,  ChaplnfiQ  to  Ate  Court  ef 
Saz<my: — 

*^  Bleaied  beOoD  for  hari^  made  the  Britiah  and  FoteigM  Bible  Sodetjr 
ft  light  abining  into  9II  lands!  lam  confident,  tb«t  this  grgwiqg  iii»ti« 
tution  will  prove  a  powerfiil  barrier  against  the  anti-chiiatiAi  tfixiX  whidk 
had  made  such  awful  progress."  * 

That  tbe  opinion  of  this  enlightened  clergyman  was  cor»- 
rect,  the  declaration  of  the  Rev.  Professor  Staendlin,  of  Gat* 
liingen,  affords  a  gratifying  progf: — 

.  ^  The  word  of  God  is  obtaining  its  former  authority  and  influence  in  Ger* 
many,  triumphh^  over  the  systems  of  a  spurious  philosophy,  and  the, 
effiorts  of  a  merely  pxoikne  science,  iriiicfa,  while  it  abounds  in  criticiama^ 
ftnd  glories  in  philological  leacning,  loses  8i|^t  of  the  very  essence  of  f<di» 
gion."t 

In  die  address  to  the  public,  the  Directors  of  the  Potsdaafr 
Bible  Ebciety  observie : — 

*^  Gl!eat  Britain  has^  by  steady  perseverance,  in  a  grsat  degree  prouoted 
flie  ami  deliverance  of  Germany  x  for  her  apirUual  redemption  from  iafide- 
fity,  she  will  be  indebted  to  the  same  benefiurtresa."  . 

Nor  were  these  sentiments  confined  to  ecclesiastics;—^' 
BoUes  and  statesmeiii  of  exaited  rank  and  extensive  inllu- 
ehce,  have  participated  in  them.  His  ExceUeney,  Count  Hd« 
henthal,  the  Minister  for  Religion  to  the  King  of  Saxony, 
&us  addresses  Lord  TeigmnQuth^  in  his  officid  capacity  •• 
President  of  the  Saxon  Kble  Society  :-— 

^  1  feel  <^nstralned  to  adore  Gon,  that,  in  our  age,  in  which  infidel!^  haa 
made  such  awfiil  progress,  the  idea  originated  in  Great  Britain,  to  form 
Bible  Societies,  by  which  so  powerftil  a  barrier  has  been  opposed  to  its 
destructive  influence :  and  I  cannot  but  thank  Gon  that  I  also  am  privi. 
leged  to  be  his  humble  instrument,  in  propagating  the  Bible  among  th^ 
pooorer  classes  of  the  people  In  Saxony.**  f 

Similar  in  eflfect  was  tiie  language  of  his  Excellency  Baron 
Rosenbladj  a  nobleman  of  the  highest  rank  in  Sweden^  and 
Minister  for  the  Home  Department;  from  whose  adnurabk 
speech,  on  accepting  the  office  of  President  of  the  Stocks 
holm  Society,  the  foUowing  passage  is  extracted:— 

^.We  have  outlived  .the  awful  period,  when  the  doctrine  of  the  iftona. 
meat  of  Christ  was  shrouded  in  darkness.  Moumfiil  was  the  lot  of  those 
Irho  confessed  his  name.  For  almost  an  entire  century,  did  infidelity,  with 
unblushing  front,  deride  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  either  openly  or 
secretly  undermine  the  sacred  foundations  of  the  gospel  doctrine.  The 
deleterious  poison,  having  worked  its  way  among  what  are  called  the  moA 

•  Elermth  Report :  Appendix,  p.  103.  f  Sizttench  Report*  p.  S8« 

I   Owen's  History,  Vol.  III.  p.  31. 
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cnli^tened  nations  of  Europe,  and  estabUahed  its  influence  in  their  higher 
circles,  soon  spread  abroad  among  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  rolled  on  i« 
ftiffful  torrents  of  iniquity,  cairying  mth  it  a  sweeping  destruction  wher&> 
erer  it  irent.  Gosp^  light  is  dawning  again  on  those  nations  where  thef 
shadow  of  dexth  sat  almost  entfaroned,  and  banien  axe  raising  against  '  ihi 


11.  From  two  opposite  qiiarters  of  the  globe,  we  iMMi 
received  concurrent  and  »mull;^neous  eyidence,  that,  to 
the  Ust  of  indirect  benefits,  we  may  add  the  partial  abolition 
of  slavery  in  one  portion  of  the  eastern  hemisj^ere,  and  the 
mitigation  of  its  evils  in  the  west  The  Honorable  Sii 
Alexander  Johnston,  Chief  Justice  of  Ceylon^  thus  expresses 
himself  in  reference  to  the  former  effect  :— 

'*  The  assistance  which  the  Bible  Society  in  England  has  giv^n  the  fiiMidf 
of  Christianity  in  this  island,  has  enabled  the  Utter,  as  I  have  fire^ent^ 
written  to  you,  to  circulate  the  Scriptures  among  the  people  of  the  oounti^ 
in  a  manner  which  was  never  done  before ;  and  I  attribute  the  unanimity 
with  which  all  classes  have  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  domestic  slavery,  to  the 
effect  whldi  has  been  produced  upon  their  minds,  and  upon  their  feeliia^i,  bjf 
those  doctrines  which  are  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  and  whidi,  from  their 
aptif^city,  are  intelligible  to  evexy  description  of  the  human  nca,  whethfT 
Xunc^pean  or  Asiatic."  f 

And  m  uitefligeirt  oorrespondeBt  of  the  society,  hi  Berhtd, 
observes: — 

^  Whkt  a  bteflsed  book  is  the  Bible !  It  tan^  the  OomnWonefi  of  thA 
Crowte  properiy  how  to  nunuge  negroes  in  their  work,  without  whip«  m^ 
chains,  while  under  the  Britiw  go  vemmeht  j  of  which  I  have  been  a  witness  t 
but  some  of  their  new  masters,  who  despiw  the  Bible,  and  itave  taken  ft 
uray  frotfi  their  uafbitunate  riaves,  haire  completely  reiftored  whips  stid 

12.  It  has  been  already  observed/ that  the  Bible  Society 
baa  created  an  increased  desire  to  possess  the  holy  scrlpturea: 
but  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  desire  is  not  confined 
to  tihose  who  are  the  iihmediate  objects  of  its  benevolence.: 
a  general  disposition  to  '^  search  the  Scriptures^  has  been 
e&eited)  and  is  progressively  extending,  of  which  the  au^« 
mented  demand  for  copies,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  is  ia 
satisfactory  evidence.  The  Committee  of  miore  than  oiie 
Bible  Society  in  the  United  States  of  America  pointedly 
observe,  ^  that  since  their  existence  in  that  country,  the  saje 
of  Bibles  by  the  trade  has  considerably  increased.'*^ 


*  See  the  whole  of  this  speech  in  Owen's  History,  Vel.  IT.  p.  070  et  M%. 
where  it  is  justly  characterised  as  <*  not  more  remarkahle  for  ardent  piety,  than 
far  jyst  oonceptions  of  religioas  truAk  and  enlightened  views  of  Christian  policy.** 
^  Fourteenth  Report :   Appendix,  No.  rxvin. 

.  {  Thistsenlh  Report :  Appei|dlx,  Not  cnii.        5  Eighth  Report,  p.  xntL 
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The  demand  for  the  Scriptures  increaamg  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

From  the  Netherlands,  it  is  stated,  that, 

^  ao  eager  a  disposition  has  been  manifosted  hj  many  members  of  the 
Catholic  communion,  who  use  the  Dutch  Umguage^  to  obtain  a  Bible  in  their 
▼emacular  tongue,  that  two  bookseUers  have  severally  undertaken,  on  their 
own  accounts,  to  publish,  the  one  a  Dutch  translation  of  the  whole  Bible 
from  the  Vulgate,  and  Uie  other  a  similar  translation  of  Van  £n*s  New 
Testament.*** 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  &cta,  in  confirmation  of  these 
iientiments,  relates  to  the  celebrated  Canstein  Institution, 
founded  at  Halle  in  the  year  1710;  and  is  thus  reported  by 
ihe  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society :— - 

^  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  by  Dr.  Niemeyer,  CSiancellor' 
of  the  University  of  HaUe,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Frank, 
fimnder  of  the  Orphan-house  at  that  place,  that  the  Canstein  Bible  Institu- 
tion, of  which  Dr.  Niemeyer  is  a  diroctor,  had  exhausted  its  funds  by  tb6 
large  sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  reduced  prices ;  and  that  neither  its 
resources,  nor  its  machineiy,  were  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  keep  pace  with 
the  demands  which  had  accumulated  upon  it:  your  Committee,  having  seri- 
tnuHy  considered  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  presented  this  institution, 
to  wiiidi  Germany  and  Christendom  owe  so  many  obliffations,  with  a  set  of 
stereotype  plates  for  a  beautiAil  octavo  Bible ;  and  added  to  this  grant  two 
Stanhope  presses,  that  no  delay  may  occur  in  satisfying  the  numerous  and 
importunate  applications  by  which  that  ancient  and  most  useftil  eatiblishment 
'for  printing  the  Scriptures  is  so  greatly  embarrassed.**  f  ^ 

The  preceding  observations  will  be  strengthened  by  the 
further  extraordinary  fact,  that^  **  within  the  last  two  years^ 
a  single  printer  at  Leipzig  has  stereotyped  the  Scriptures  in 
three  sizes,  and  has  actu^y  disposed  of  seven  sets  of  plates 
for  two  of  those  editions,  to  different  societies  and  printers  in 
Grermany."t 

That  a  similar  result  has  been  witnessed  in  our  own 
country,  is  a  fact  which  may  be  established  by  official  and 
unquestionable  documents,  to  which  reference  will  now  be 
made. 

Until  September  1805,  no  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  is- 
sued by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  Universities 
not  having  completed  their  stereotype  editions.  If,  therefore, 
we  compare  tne  aggregate  number  of  copies  printed  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  with  the 
total  number  which  issued  firom  their  presses  within  a  similar 
period  preceding  the  establishment  of  the  society,  we  shall 
oe  enabled  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  increased  demand 
now  under  consideration. 


•Sixteuith  Report, p. zxriiL  f  Ibid. p.!.  {  ^bid. p. ib.  et s«l. 
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Comparative  issues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 


The  total  numbers  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  printed  at 
the  two  Universities,  in  the  fifteen  years  ending  31st  of 
December  1804,  were — 

At  Oxford 773,000 

At  Cambridge 509,000 


Total 


1,282,000 


And  the  respectfye  numbers  printed  in   the  fifteen  years, 
ending  Slst  of  December,  1819,  ^ 


At  Oxford 1,618,000 

At  Cambridge 1,557,680 


Total 


8,175,680 


Deducting  from  this  total,  the  number  of  copies  ^ 

printed  by  the  Universities  for  account  oi  the  >  1,243,517 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society     •    •     .J 

The  remainder,  printed  for  other  societies,  or  \  •  ^.^o  ica 
fbrsaletothepubUcis ]>  1,98^168 

which  exceeds  the  number  printed  in  the  former  period,  by 
650,163  copies,  or  more  than  one  half;  and  establishes  the  fact 
of  an  increased  denumd,  to  this  extent^  during  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

The  Following  extract  furnishes  satisfiustory  evidence,  that 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  this  extraordinary  supply  was 
Kquired  by  individual  purchasers.  It  is  taken  from  an  account 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  number 
and  value  of  books  printed  within  the  Universities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  which  have  been  furnished  to  booksellers  for 
sale,  during  the  seven  years  ending  December  1816: — ^it 
appears  that  there  were  sold,  in 


Bibk*. 

Testaments. 

Total. 

1810  .  . 

.  .  4S,288 

63,984 

106.272 

1811  .  .  . 

.  .  87,292 

62.045 

99.337 

1812  .  . 

.  .  50,611 

79,408 

130.019 

1813  .  . 

.  .  67,685 

50,344 

117.929 

1814  .  . 

.  .  60,816 

62.167 

122.983 

1815  .  .  . 

.  .  66,388 

64.229 

130.617 

1816  .  . 

.  65,183 

81.109 

146,292 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  if  returns  were  pro- 
coiedfrom  the  King's  printers,  the  result  would  be  stQl 
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lOCTCMO  in  the  general  aade  of  Bibles  and  Testaments* 

mofe  GOBclusiye  of  the  gratifying  faeti  that^  notwithstanding 
the  vast  additional  niuober  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  throwB 
into  circulation  by  means  of  the  society,  and  of  kindred 
institutions,  the  number  purchased  by  individuals  has  consi- 
derably increased.-  Nor  is  it  immaterial  to  -observe,  that,  as 
means  were  specially  provided  for  the  supply  of  the  labouring 
classes,  it  is  but  rei^onable  to  conclude,  that  die  greater  part 
of  these  copies  have  been  purchased  by  persons  in  the  higher 
and  middle  ranks  of  life. 

*  To  these  statements,  another  hct  may  be  added,  demoii* 
strative  of  the  beneficial  tendency  and  effects  of  Bible  Asao* 
ciations,  which  were  first  projected  and  established  in  the 
year  1812:*-ih  the  eight  years  which  have  subsequently  elapsed^ 
a  greater  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  printed 
at  the  iwo  UniversitieSf  tlum  in  the  twenty-two  preceding 
years. 

The  preceding  observations  will  derive  additional  strength 
from  the  following  summary  account  of  the  proceedings  of' 
'^  The  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society,"  established  in  the 
year  1780  :--*In  the  thirty-one  years,  ending  in  May  1811,  the 
total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  i88ue4^  by  Aat  excel- 
lent institution,  was  about  47,000.  But  in  the  nine  following 
years,  ending  in  May  l^H),  the  number  distributed  was 
about  91,000,  and  the  annual  issues  now  average  about 
9000  copies. 

13.  Of  the  many  other  collateral  benefits  of  the  Bibte 
tSociety,  there  are  only  two  to  -which  a  distinct  reference  will 
now  be  made — the  extraordinary  impulse  communicated  fo 
kindred  institutions,  and  the  increased  circulation  of  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  and  other  valuable  publications.  These 
are  effects  of  no  ordinary  excellence ;  and  are  so  far  identified, 
as  to  justify  their  consideration  under  the  same  head. 
'  It  was,  uideed,  a  natural  expectation,  that,  while  additional 
facilities  were  thus  given  to  the  distribution  of  that  sacced 
volume,  which  the  various  denominations  of  the  Christian 
world  regard  as  the  standard  of  their  common  faith,  a  oorre- 
aponding  desbre  should  be  excited  in  each,  to  possess  that 
particular  formulary  to  which  education,  habit,  or  conscien- 
tious prefierence  had  attached  a  value,  inferi<)r  only  to  that 
with  which  the  holy  scriptures  are  regarded.  That  such 
has  been  the  effeict  with  regard  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  will  now  be  demonstrated. 

By  the  offidal  document  which  has  been  already  quotaS,  it 
appears,  lliat  of  the  number  of  eopies  of  the  Book  of  CooiBian 
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Prayer,  printed  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge^  and  fomished  to 
booksellers  for  sale^  during  the  seven  years  ending  December 
1816,  there  were  sold,  in 

1810 47,889  copies 

1811 41,951 

1812 74,622 

1813  .......  67,809  . 

1814 •    .     .  69,445 

1815 88,233 

1816 .  94,004 

And  the  author  is  enabled  to  state,  that  the  aggregate 
number  of  Prayer  Books  printed  at  the  two  Univctrsities  in 
the  fifteen  years  ending  31st  December  1819,  exceeds,  by  ^ 
134,800  copies,  the  total  number  printed  during  the  preceding 
fifteen  years ;  and  that  nearly  as  many  copies  have  been  printea 
during  the  last  eight  years  as  in  the  preceding  twenty.  This 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  one  of  the  many  beneficial  effects 
resulting  from  the  establishment  of  national  and  other  schools, 
which,  in  coiinectibn  with  Bible  AsdociationSy  have  excited  an 
increased  desire  to  possess  and  read  the  Book  of  Common 
Plrayfer. 

This  increasing  demand  fpr  the  Liturgy,  and  other  autfao* 
rised  publications  of  the  Established  Church,  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  "  Prayer  Book  and  Homily  Society," 
instituted  in  May  1812.  From  that  period  to  the  31st  of 
Mih^h  18S0,  the  following  have  been  issued  from  its  Deposit* 
tory  in  London:— 

Number  of  Books  of  Common  Prayer    .    •    69,068 

Psalters 8,050 

Homilies,  &a      ......  457,755 

The  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  Annual  Report^ 
of  "the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,*' 
affords  a  further  and  more  gratifying  illustration  of  the  suIh 
ject;  and  exhibits  a  striking  evidence  of  the  increased  meant 
and  extended  usefulness  of  that  venerable  institution. 

It  should  be  premised,  that  "  the  Society  fer  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge'*  was  instituted  in  <lie  year  1699;  and 
in  the  year  1810  adopted  the  auxiliary  system,  by  Ae  esta- 
blishment of  District  Committees, 

'  "  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society"  was  formed,  id 
^iU  be  recollected,  in  the  year  1804;  and,  in  1809,  Auadliary 
Societies  in  connection  with  it  were  first  established. 
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Compantive  opentionfl  of  the  Society  for  promotiiig  CairigtMn  Knowle^ 

C<miparative  View  of  the  Receipts,  Subscribers,  and  Issues  of  the 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  in  the  undermentioned 
Years  : 


1804. 

1810. 

1817. 

1819. 

AmouDt  of  Domitioiui  and  7 
LegiuneaS 

£.    s.    d, 
277  U    6 

£.      s.    d 
1,177    1    0 

£.     «.    d 
&J^  17  10 

'£,     s.    d 
6398    1    1 

Annual  Sab.    ) 
amption.   i 

%IM   3    0 

9,033    0    0 

11,684  10    3 

10,639    6    3 

Receiptalbr    > 
Books  aent  oat  < 

4,059    mi 

6,239  14    3 

31784  19    5 

33,351  11    1 

Oroaa  Receipts. 

13,390    I    8 

16,053  15  10 

60,331  17    0 

66,939    8    8 

NmnberofSolMGribera.... 

3,000 

3,560 

13,000 

t  14,000 

fi  aw  SaDBcnben 

S09 

333 

3,000 

t  1,000 

Bibles  issoed... 

7,508 

9,533 

•  33,627 

32,036 

Testaments  &> 
Pkalters  ditto.  5 

5,880 

15,169 

66,605 

68,803 

Books  oTCom-? 
monPirayer   ) 

14,330 

19,136 

89,498 

91,589 

Homilies^TVncta,) 
and  other  Books  5 

154,609 

190,063 

1,049714 

1,437,808 

14  This  brief  and  rapid  sketch  of  the  direct  and  collateral 
results  of  the  institution  cannot  be  more  appropriately  closed, 
than  in  the  just  ,and  animated  language  of  the  Fourteenth 
Report: — 

**  If  to  have  roused  the  attention  of  a  thoughtlese  world  to  the  momentous 
eoncems  of  eternity,  and  to  the  study  of  that  word  which  reveals  the  only 
way  to  peace  and  aalvation  ;^if  to  have  supplied  the  ignorant  and  inquiring 
with  the  means  of  gratifying  their  desire  for  spiritual  and  life-giving  know- 
ledge ;--if  to  have  moderated  the  prejudices,  and  conciliated  t£e  a&ctions 
of  Christiaxis  of  every  denomination,  and  to  have  taught  them  the  wisdom 
and  the  duty  of  keeinng  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  tn  the  bond  of  peace ; — 
^  if  effieets  like  these  deserve  to  exalt  and  endear  the  Instrument  by  which 
they  have  been  produced,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  may  rea. 
sonably  challenge  no  common  rank  in  the  esteem  and  the  gratitude  of 
mankind.** 

*  Exdosire  of  the  Society's  Family  Bible,  of  which  nearly  16,000  copies 
were  sold  in' two  years. 

f  These  numbers  are  estimated,  aa  the  Report  forlSl  9  does  not  specify  the 
precise  number  of  subscribers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sser.  xhh]  HiBSRinAN  bible  society.  Ill 

On  the  Hlbonium  BiUe  Society.— ''  Dublin  Anodalion,''  1793-' 

SECTION  XIIL 

THE  HIBERNIAN   BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

.  As  this  institution  could  not^.with  propriety,  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  Foreign  National  Societies,  and  does  not 
come  under  the  denomination  of  an  Auxiliary ;  this  appean 
to  be  the  most  proper  place  for  its  introduction. 

IdentUied  in  its  design,  and  intimately  connected  in  its  de» 
tails  with  die  Parent  Establishment,  it  acquires,  from  the  scene 
of  its  labours,  the  magnitude  of  its  proceedings,  and  the 
peculiar  features  of  its  constitution,  an  importance  which 
justifies  this  arrangement 

'  1.  Before  entering  on  the  immediate  subject  of  this  section, 
it  is  due  to  the  Christian  liberality  and  feeling  of  the  sister 
island  to  observe,  that  a  society  was  formed  in  Dublin,  in  the 
year  1792,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Dublin  Association  for 
discouraging  Vice,  and  promoting  the  Knowledge  and  Practice 
of  the  Christian  Religion."— -With  such  an  object  in  view,  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures  necessarily  became  a  principal 
object  of  their  attention;  and  with  a  zeal  that  can  neither 
be  too  highly  commended,  nor  too  closely  imitated,  they 
expressed  their  hope,  in  a  printed  address,  y  that  effectual 
provision  would  be  made  that  no  house,  no  cabin,  in  the  whole 
■kingdom,  in  which  there  was  a  single  person  who  could,  read, 
should  be  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures/* 

In  an  official  communication  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Socie^,  dated  October  11,  1804,  the  Secretaries  of 
this  ''  Association"  state,  that  "  between  the  commencement 
of  the  association  in  1794,  and  the  6th  of  October  1804, 
there  had  been  distributed,  at  reduced  prices,  (besides  Prayer 
Books,  Tracts,  &c) 

Bibles 16,725)  at  an  expense  to  the  Society 

Testom'enU      .    .    .    20,5551  of  £.2380.  12i-  SJ^/* 

In  this  letter,  it  is  further  stated,  "  that  the  demand  for 
Bibles  daily  increases  so  much,  that  the  funds  of  the  associ»- 
tion  are  unable  to  supnly  it*' 

In  confirmation  of^tnis  latter  fieu^t,  the  following  extract  of 
a  letter  from  a  clergyman  in  Ireland  may  be  appropriately 
introduced:-* 

*  '*  I  am  flony  to  mention,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
greater  want  of  Bibles  than  the  southern  part  of  this  kingdom,  with  which 
alaoe  I  am  acquainted.  As  fiur  as  1  have  been  able  to  duKorer,  not  more 
than  one-third  of  the  Frotastent  fimdlieB  have  Bibles;  and  the  Roman- 
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EntMUinnmt  of  the  Society  in  l>ul>lin-4uid  in  Cork. 


Catholic  ftinilies,  which  are  at  least  eight  to  one,  have  scarcely  a  Bible  among 
them,  perhaps  not  one  in  five  hmidred  femtlSoff,  and  no  exertions  making 
to  distribute  them,  except  by  a  few  clergymen,  who  go  not  beyond  their  own 
perishes,  and  those  very  few  indeed.*'  * 

9.  The  *|  Dublin  Bible  Society*  was  instituted  in  the  year 
1966;  and  in  the  following  year  assumed  the  designation  of 
J  TTie  Hibernian  Bible  Society.**  The  formation  of  a  similar 
institution  at  Cork  ahnost  immediately  followed ;  and  both  re- 
ceived that  liberal  assistance  from  the  Parent  Society,  which 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Ireland  so  loudly  claimed. 

Of  the  absolute  necessity  which  existed  for  these  and  simi- 
lar institutions,  die  following  melancholy  proofs  may  be 
adduced  ;-r- 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Hibemian  Bible  Society  for  1808. 

^  During  the  time  your  Committee  have  been  in  office,  they  have  had 
repeated  proofs  of  the  necessity  and  usefuhiess  of  the  society.  A  vexy  gene- 
nl  desire  to  purchase  and  read  the  Bible  prevails  in  Ireland ;  and  y^  in 
several  parts  of  the  country,  the  Bible  cannot  be  obtained,  at  least  by  the 
lower  classes.  A  letter  from  a  clefgyman,  in  a  very  populous  district  of  the 
north  of  Ireland,  stated  to  your  Committee,  that,  in  his  nei^bourhood^ 
the  Bible  could  not  be  procured  for  anjf  money,  J'rom  this  circumstance  the 
society  may  judge  what  must  be  the  case  in  those  parts  of  the  land  where  the 

ale  are  less  instructed,  and  where,  of  course,  it  might  be  expected  that 
s  would  be  very  soavce.** 

This  general  statement  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
fiwt!— 

"^  A  young  man,  aged  about  twenty^ne,  was  very  early  bound  to  a 
Bnen-weaver.  Having  learned  to  read,  and  a  New  Testament  happen- 
ing to  lie  neglected  in  his  master's  house,  it  became  the  constant  com- 
panion of  his  leisure  houn.  His  apprenticeship  being  finished,  he  pio- 
powd  goinff  to  see  his  brother,  a  militWman  quartered  in  Castlebax,  in  tha 
county  of^Iayo ;  and  begged  of  his  master  the  New  Testament,  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  fidthfiil  services.  The  master,  knowing  his  attachment  to  the 
book,  refused  giving  it  on  any  other  terms  than  his  further  servitude  for  six 
months.  The  young  man,  judging  that  a  Testament  might  be  procured  on 
easier  terras  at  Castlebar,  declined  this ;  and,  when  arrived  there,  made  dili- 
gent inquiry  in  all  the  shops  to  find  one  to  purchase ;  but,  alasl  in  vain :  not 
a  Teotament  was  for  sale  in  this,  tiie  principal  town  of  a  populous  county  in 
Ireland  I  He  could  not  live  without  it.  The  Testament,  the  much-regretted 
Testament,  never  was  absent  from  his  thoughts.  He  could  dream  of  nothing 
else,  and  frequently  awoke  to  regret  that  his  desire  of  having  it  in  his  pos- 
•assion  was  only  a  pleasing  delusion.  Finding  no  rest,  he  returned  to  his 
master,  and  agreed  to  serve  him  half  a  year  for  the  Testament"  t 

These  reports,  from  different  quarters  of  Ireland,  were 
confirmed  by  an  eloquent  writer;   who  observed, — "  You 

*  Pint  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society :  Appeodiz,  No. 
XIII.  and  XIV. 

f  Eighth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society :  Appendix,  Ko.  ltu 
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might  have  travelled  from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  otheri  and^  avoiding  the  chief  towns,  visit  every  cabin  in 
your  way,  without  finding,  perhaps,  three  hundred  perfect 
Bibles  among  three  millions  of  people.  I  speak,"  he  adds, 
**  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  country."  The  reader  will 
be- better  prepared  to  estimate  the  nature  of  this  deplorable 
deficiency,  when  he  learns,  on  the  same  authority,  that ''  you 
emmot  delight  a  poor  Irish  peasant  so  much  widi  any  thing 

£ou  can  bestow  upon  him,  as  with  a  present  of  a  Bible :  he 
ides  it  in  his  cabin,  and  reads  it  with  an  eagerness  that  can- 
not be  conceived"* 

3.  Oeitebai.  Rules  0/ihe  Hibxrhiait  Bible  Soczztt. 

I.  The  desigiiatbn  of  this  sodetj  shall  be,  ^  The  Hibebviav  Bible 
Society  ;**  the  sole  olject  of  which  is,  to  enooumge  a  wider  drculatum  of 
the  Scriptures  in  Ireland. 

n.  The  copies  of  the  Scriptures  to  be  cuculated  by  the  society  s])iQl  be  of 
the  authorised  version,  unaccompanied  by  any  note  or  comment. 

III.  Each  subscriber  of  one  guinea  annually  shall  be  a  member. 

IV.  Ministers  of  aU  denominations,  who  shall  transmit  annual  collections 
ftom  their  congregations,  shall  be  members. 

V.  Each  subscriber  often  guineas  at  one  time  shall  be  a  member  for  IHSk' 

VI.  A  Committee  of  twenty^ne  members,  resident  in  or  near  Dublin,  shall 
be  annually  appointed  to  transact  the  business  of  the  society ;  shall  fill  up 
whatever  vacancies  may  occur  in  their  body ;  and  shall  be  empowered  to  make 
by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  their  own  proceedings.  Fourteen  members  of 
the  Committee  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  the  ensuu^  year. 

TIL  The  Committee  shall  add  to  their  number  such  members  resident 
in  the  country  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

Till.  The  annuid  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held  on  the  last 
Thursday  but  one  in  April,  when  the  committee,  treasurer,  and  secre- 
taries, shall  be  chosen,  the  accounts  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
foiBgoing  year  reported. 

IX.  The  Committee  shall  meet  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  every 
month,  or  oftener;  shall  call  extraordinary  general  meetings  of  the  society* 
when  expedient;  shall,  in  the  intervals  between  the  general  meetinos,^ 
appoint  all  officers  of  the  society ;  and  shall  be  charged  with  procuring  for 
the  society  suitable  patronage. 

X.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  for  the  time  being  shall  be  memben 
of  the  Committee. 

XI.  The  minutes  of  every  General  and  Committee  Meetmg  shall  be 
sigBed  by  the  chairman. 

XII.  Each  member  of  the  sqciety  shall  be  entitled,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee,  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  society's  prices, 
which  shall  be  as  low  as  possible. 

XIII.  It  is  the  desire  of  this  society  to  cooperate  with  every  other 
society  engaged  in  circulating  the  Scriptures  in  Ireland. 

4.  Whoever  takes  the  trouble  to  collate  these  regidations 
with  those  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  wiD  per* 

•  Letter  to  Dr.  Gaskin,  quoted  in  Dealtry's  <<  VindicatieD/'  p.  43,  iirst  edit 
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i^eive  the  points  of  difference,  especially  in  reference  to  th^ 
first  rule,  which  limits  the  operations  of  the  Imtttution  to  Ire^ 
land.  It  is  ardently  hoped,  and  may  reasonably  be  expected, 
that,  when  the  wants  of  that  country  shall  be  adequately  sup- 
plied, her  characteristic  zeal  and  benevolence  will  prompt  l^r 
iao  become  the  fellow-helper  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  g^ftt 
work  of  civilizing  and  evattgelizing  the  human  race.  This 
hope  derives  additional  strength  froni  the  recent  material 
improvement  in  the  system  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society, 
which  is  now  assimilated,  as  nearly  as  the  peculiar  circum* 
stances  of  Ireland  and  the  limited  nature  of  the  society 
admits  te  that  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

5.  Bt-Laws  of  the  GEmsRAl  Cohmittek,  or  Heoulatiohs  fir  ctmduei^ 
ing  busmets  with  ike  AtrxiLiARY  Societies,  ^fc.  * 

.  I.  All  annual  subacriberB  or  beneikctora  shall  be  "allowed  to  purchase, 
within  the  jear,  books  to  the  full  amount  of  their  subscriptions  or  don»« 
tions,  at  a  reduction  of  50  percent,  from  the  cost  price  ;  and  to  anj  amount 
ivrther,  at  coat  price. 

II.  Bene&ctors  of  ten  guineas,  not  purchasing  according  to  Begulation  L, 
vuKy  purchase  aniuialiy  to  the  same  amount  with  annual  subscribers  of  one 
guinea ;  and  benefactors  of  bOL  to  the  same  amount  with  annual  subscribers 
of  fiveguineaa;  aad  so  on,  to  bene&ctors  of  anj  lai^^  amount — This  Rula 
shall  not  be  conaidered  as  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  present  life-sub- 
teribers,  but  coly  as  regulating  the  privileges  of  niture  benefactors. 

III.  As  the  nature  of  the  connexion  of  the  Branch  Societies  with  the 
FaitUt  Society  will,  after  these  Rules  come  to  be  acted  upon,  be  altered,  and 
become  similar  to  the  connexion  of  the  societies  auxiliary  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  with  that  society,  it  will  be  expedient  that  the  name 
Brtmth  Societp  be  relinquished,  and  that  the  name  JuxUiury  Society  be  sub« 
■tituted ;  the  name  Branch  to  be  appropriated  to  extensions  of  Auxiliaiy 
Societies  in  towns  or  villages  within  the  district  of  the  Auxiliaiy  Society, 
and  holding  immediate  communication  with  it 

IV.  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  Associations  in  immediate  connexion  with 
the  Parent  Society,  shall  obtain  their  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  exclu- 
nvely  from  the  General  Depository,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  estimated  at  cost  prices,  to  the  full  amount  of  all  money 
wmitted  by  them,  whether  collected  from  contributions,  or  from  the  sale 
of  books :  and  they  shaU  be  requested  annually  to  devote  to  the  general  pur- 
poses  of  the  society  such  part  of  their  funds  as  they  may  be  able  to  afford. 

y.  It  shall  be  competent  for  any  Auxiliary  Society  to  apply  for  a  gra- 
tuitous  grant  of  books;  and  for  the  General  Committee,  if  they  see  fit,  to 
grant  it 

VI.  To  enable  the  General  Committee  to  make  gratuitous  grants  of 
BiUes  and  Testaments  to  those  districts  of  the  country  which  are  most  ne- 
cesBitous,  it  shall  appeal  to  the  Christian  charity  of  its  subscribers,  and  of 
those  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Associations  that  are  in  more  highly  &voured 
districts,  to  leave  a  balance  annually  in  ito  hands  for  that  puipose  ;  aub. 
antting  it,  however,  entirely  to  their  own  judgment 

*  Th«  tarm  '*  Parant  Socta^,**  throughout  thesa  By-Law^  refers  to  tha 
Hibernian  Bibla  Society. 
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VIL  When  an  order  for  books  is  given  by  any  Auxiliary  Society,  it  shaH 
be  fulfilled,  as  a  matter  of  course^  to  the  amount  of  the  niDney  remitted, 
provided  the  society  have  the  description  of  books  ordered.  But  when  a  gra- 
tuitous grant  of  books  is  required,  the  Committee  shall  transmit  a  list  of 
queries  to  be  answered,  and  the  request  shall  come  before  theip  in  the  form 
of  a  memoriaL 

Vlllk  The  Auidlinry  Societies  shall  each  have  districts  of  country  assigned 
to  them,  to  be  determined  chiefly  by  themselves,  but  under  the  advice  of 
the  General  Committee  ;  from  which  districts  they  shall  take  their  names, 
and  in  which  they  shall  respectively  be  entrusted  with  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  society's  business — as,  the  establishment  of  depositories,  the  cir^  * 
cuktion  of  the  Scriptures,  either  by  sale  or  gratuitous  distribution,  the  fix* 
ing  of  prices,  defraying  of  local  expenses,  &c. ;  and  so  long  as  any  Auxiliary 
Society  does  not  exceed  in  its  demands  the  money  remitted  by  it,  the  Grene- 
ral  Committee  shall  not  interfere  with  it  in  these  respects,  otherwise  than 
ia  the  way  of  kind  inquiry,  exhortation,  advice,  and  assistance :  but  when 
grants  of  the  Scriptures  are  required,  the  Committee  shall  feel  themselvef 
at  liberty  to  make  what  stipulations  they  may  judge  expedient. 

IX.  It  shall  be  recommended  to  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  to  ^veto 
theur  subscribers  and  benefiuitors  the  same  privileges  which  are  given  by  the 
Genenl  Conmiittee  to  subscribezB  and  bene&ctorB  of  the  Parent  Society. 

X.  The  Conmiittee  shall  use  every  practicable  means  to  procure  the 
finrmation  of  ili'Mr  ^itoeiaiiotUt  and  Peim^^jweek  Societiea^  in  aid  qf  the 
aodety .  When  such  an  Association  is  formed  within  the  district  of  any  Aux* 
iliary  Society,  it  may  be  connected  with  it  on  the  same  general  principles  on 
frhich  the  Auxiliary  Societies  are  connected  with  the  Parent  Society :  and, 
unless  it  choose  to  form  a  depository  of  its  own,  the  subscribers  to  the  Asso^ 
ciation  may  e^joy  the  privilege  of  purchasing  at  the  depository  of  the  Aux- 
iliary Society,  on  the  same  terms  with  its  own  subscribers.  Auxiliary  So- 
cieties may  make  gratuitous  grants  to  Associations,  on  the  same  principles  on 
which  the  General  Committee  may  make  them  to  Auxiliary  Societies.  If  aii 
AswdatioD  be  formed  in  any  district  where  there  is  no  Auxiliaiy  Sodstyi  er 
if^  where  there  is  one,  any  circumstances  may  exist  that  would  render  it  more 
expedient  that  it  should  correspond  immediately  with  the  Parent  Society;  it 
may  be  united  to  the  Parent  Society  on  the  saaie  footing  as  if  it  were  united 
to  an  Auxiliary  Sodety. 

XI.  The  General  Committee  shall  endeavour  to  keep  up  a  stock  of  such 
descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  as  the  Auxiliary  Societies  and  sub- 
ecribers  may  require. 

XII.  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be  requested  to  transmit  their  lists  of  sub- 
fltriptions  and  donations,  actually  received,  to  the  General  Committee ;  and 
these  lists,  if  desired,  the  General  Committee  shall  publish,  separately  and 
literally,  in  the  Annual  Report.  Public  notice  shall  be  given  on  the  report^ 
annually,  that  such  lists,  intended  for  publication,  must  be  transmitted  pre- 
viously to  the  first  of  March  in  each  year. 

XIII.  The  General  Committee  shall  use  all  its  endeavours  to  procuM 
such  information  as  may  interest  the  Committees  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies 
and  Associations,  and  assist  and  stimulate  them  in  their  duties ;  and  transmit 
U  promptly  and  regularly  to  them. 

XIY.  The  General  Committee  shall  deliver  all  books,  sold  or  granted  by 
them,  free  of  expense  of  carriage  ^thin  the  dty  of  Dublin. 

6.  In  the  spirit  of  these  regulations,  an  address  was 
printed  and  liberally  circulatedy  caUing  the  attention  of  the 
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public  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  object ;  sug- 
gesting a  plan  of  operations  tor  extending  the  Auxiliary 
System ;  and  inviting  persons  of  all  denominations  to  come 
forward  and  carry  it  into  execution.  Of  the  beneficial  effects 
which  have  already  resulted  from  those  judicious  measures, 
the  following  extract  firom  the  Sixteenth  iteport  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  a  satisfactory  evidence  :— 

^  Ireland  has  proceeded  on  the  sTStem  of  improved  organization,  noticed 
in  jour  last  report ;  and  thd  result  has  been,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  last  , 
yea^,  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  has  doubled  its  circuUition  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, formed  new  Auxiliary  Societies,  revived  old  ones  which  had  become 
inactive,  and  witnessed  generally  the  manifest  indications  of  great  and  in^ 
creasing  prosperity.** 

The  importance  of  those  measures,  and  of  the  results  to 
which  they  have  led,  will  be  more  fiilly  appreciated  by  re- 
ferring to  the  language  of  the  Committee  in  thdr  report 
for  1810:— 

*^  The  demands  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  during  the  last  year  were  se 

Stet,  that,  had  it  not  been  fiir  the  liberality  of  Uie  British  and  Foreign 
ble  Society,  the  Committee  would  have  been  compelled  to  put  a  stop  te 
their  proceedings.** 

Now  that  the  resources  of  Ireland  are  called  forth,  and 
that  plans  are  devised  for  the  more  general  establishment  of 
Auxiliary  Societies,  and  especially  of  Bible  Associations, 
throughout  the  country,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  she  will 
not  only  meet  the  exigencies  of  her  own  population,  but,  ere 
long,  be  in  a  condition  to  contribute  her  assistance  to  the  ge- 
neral purposes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

7.  The  number  of  Auxiliary  Societies  in  connexion  with 
the  Hibernian  Bible  Society,  is  thirty-five ;  of  which  fourteen 
are  County  Societies  : — and  of  Bible  Associations,  twenty- 
eight  The  total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued, 
from  the  formation  of  the  society  to  the  31st  of  March 
1820,  is  254,048.  In  the  list  of  patronace,  it  is  highly  satis- 
iactory  to  observe,  the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the  Arch- 
bishops of  Dublin  and  Tuam,  and  nine  other  distinguished 
prelates  of  the  Irish  Bench.  The  officers  consist  of  a  trea- 
surer, three  secretaries,  an  assistant  secretary,  and  collector. 

The  following  extracts,  to  which  many  other  similar  tes- 
timonies might  be  added,  will  demonstrate  the  benefidal 
effects  of  this  institution  :•— 

From  the  Report  of  the  Sligo  Bible  Society : — 

**  The  word  of  Ood  has  forced  its  way  into  the  most  unenlightened  parts 
ti  your  countj.     Villages,  glens,  and  moqntains,  denied  hj  nature  the 
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cheerinff  beams  of  the  sun,  have  leceiTed  ample  compensation,  in  having 
their  hitherto  unpierced  clouds  of  ignorance  dispelled  by  the  rajs  of  the 
Gospel  The  Bible  has  now  become  Uie  class-book  of  the  hedge-school,  and 
supplanted  those  foolish  legends  which  poisoned  the  minds  of  youth.  The 
children  read  no  other  book  ;  and  must  necessarily  imbibe  all  their  ideas  of 
good  and  evil  from  this  pure  fountain  of  morality,  this  unerring  standard  of 
right  and  wrong.  The  attention  of  the  parents  has  been  arrested,  by  the  xead* 
ing  of  their  children  at  home ;  and  in  many  places  they  have  attended,  with 
adults,  the  evening  schools  which  have  been  opened  for  instructing  persons 
prohibited  by  their  daily  occupations  from  ^ving  up  any  other  portion  of 
their  time.  Nor  is  this  the  only  effect  of  the  circulation  of  the  word  of  Gon. 
Your  Conmiittee  have  been  credibly  informed,  that,  in  several  remote  vil. 
lages  of  your  county,  numbers  of  persons,  anxious  to  recdve  Scriptural  know- 
ledge, meet  together  after  the  dose  of  the  evening  schools,  not,  as  formerly, 
to  witness  scenes  of  idle  amusement,  drunkenness,  and  gaming,  or  to  enter 
into  illegal  combinations  and  dangerous  conspiracies,  but  to  hear  the  sacred 
volume  read  aloud  to  them,  and  to  listen  to  those  sublime  precepts  which 
iftadcaite  lofve  to  their  nei^bours,  loyalty  to  their  king,  and  reverence  \q 
their  Goi>.**« 

From  tibe  Ninth  Report  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society:^ 

**  Your  G>mmittee  could  mention  entire  villages,  formerly  the  abodes  of 
idleness  and  immorality,  now  exhibiting  the  pleasing  aspect  of  industry  and 
decorum.  The  blasphemer  fears  an  oaUi ; — the  Sabbath-breaker  respects  the 
iMly  day  of  rest  i— the  drunkard  is  sober ;— .and  he  that  stole,  steals  no  move, 
*'  but  labours  with  his  hands,  to  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  aU  men.' 

^  A  striking  proof  of  the  salutary  effect  produced  by  the  circulation  of  the 
holy  scriptures,  has  recently  come  to  the  knowle^  of  your  Committee,  and 
deserves  particular  notice : — *  A  middle  aged  num,  who  had  been  lately 
czpeUed  from  a  yeomanry  corps  in  consequence  otiP  expressing  rebeUiooa 
sentiments,  has,  since  that  diagraoefiil  occurrence,  been  so  changed  by 
reading  the  Bible,  that  he  is  reported  by  the  clergyman  of  his  parish  to  be 
now  a  person  in  whose  loyalty  and  integrit^r  he  can  place  the  fullest  con^ 
idence**** 


Although  not  immediately  connected  with  the  direct  object 
of  this  work,  it  would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest  injustice  to 
eonclude  a  section  appropriated  to  Ireland,  without  a  dis- 
tinct reference  to  two  other  institutions,  which  have  essentially 
contributed  to  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  that 
e<5untry,  by  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures. 

These  are,  "  The  London  Hibernian  Society,  for  establishing 
Schools,  and  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Ireland,"  formed 
in  the  year  1806;  and  "  The  Sunday^School  Society  for  Ireland^'' 
€fitablidied  m  1810. 

The  former  has  now  under  its  care  59Q  schools,  containing 
68,202  scholars ;  and  is  only  prevented  by  the  state  of  its 


*  TweUtb  Report  of  the  British  and    Foreign  Bible  Society  i  Appeodix^ 
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funds,  from  extending  its  operations  in  a  fourfold  degree.* 
The  number  of  Sunday  schools  connected  with  the  latter 
institution,  is  1091,  containing  113,525  scholars;  and  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  is  progressively  enlarging.f  To  both  of  these 
institutions,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  fre- 
quently afforded  the  most  efficient  aid,  by  grants  of  the  holy 
scriptures  for  the  use  of  their  schools,  to  an  extent  exceeding^ 
in  tbe  aggregate,  seventy  thousand  copies. 


SECTION  XIV. 

GENEIIAL    REMARKS. 

1.  The  reader,  who  has  thus  far  traeed  tiie  system  of  the? 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  more  prominent 
results  of  its  operations,  will  be  prepared  to  acknowledge  the 
justice  of  that  sentiment,  with  the  expression  of  which  this 
chapter  commenced ;  and  be  disposed  to  ascribe  the  origiii,^ 
the  extent,  and  the  success  of  the  institution,  to  him  alone^ 
^'  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  excellent  in  working.**  It 
has  been  well  observed,  that  "  the  seed  from  which  this 
frmtful  plant  has  sprung,  was  sown  in  a  season  apparently; 
little  favourable  to  its  growth  and  fertility;  but,  nourished 
by  the  secret  influences  of  Heaven,  it  has  arisen  and  flourished 
amidst  storms  and  convulsions ;  extending  its  loaded  boughs 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  offering  the  blessings  of  shade 
and  refreshment  to  the  weary  and  afflicted  of  every  nation 
under  heaven.  It  is  still  putting  forth  fresh  shoots,  in  almost 
every  direction ;  and  proclaiming,  to  all  who  are  hungering 
and*  thirsting  after  righteousness,  "  Fear  nof* — "for  the  tree 
heareth  her  fruit "% 

Next  to  the  protecdng  hand  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
success  of  the  society  is  attributable  to  its  strict  adherence  to 
the  two  great  and  fmidunental  principles  of  the  institution-— 
the  distributicm  of  the  Scriptures  alone;  and  the  admission  bf 
persons  of  all  religious  denominations  to  a  participation  of  its 
privileges  and  its  labours.  But  it  is  equally  evident,  that  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  this  success  may  be  traced  to  the 
SYSTEM  of  the  Society,  and  to  those  improvements  of  it  whidt 
have  from  time  to  time  been  adopted.     Whether  this  system 


•  See  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  London  "  Hibernian  Society." 
t  See  Tenth  Report  of  <*  the  Sunday  School  Society  for  Ireland/' 
I  Tenth  Report  of  the  BrltisU  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  Ivii. 
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have  y^t  attained  that  degree  of  perfection  of  which  it  is 
susceptible,  is  a  question  worthy  the  consideration  of  every 
National  Bible  Society ;  and  any  suggestions  in  furtherance  of 
this  object  will  be  treated  with  indulgence. 

2.  The  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  throughout  the  world, 
may  appear  to  be  a  simple  design ;  and  so  far  as  the  term 
indicates  a  singleness  of  object,  it  is  so :  but  the  extraordinary 
fact,  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  had  elapsed  from  the 
invention  Qf  the  art  of  printing,  berore  any  adequate  measures 
were  devisied  for  the  attainment  of  this  object,  is  a  conclusive 
proof  that  its  importance  was  not  duly  appreciated ;  or,  that  the 
oceans  of  its  accomplishment,  if  suggested,  were  deemed  insuffi- 
cient Those  means  are  now  hilpply  provided ;  but  it  is  evident 
that  the  superintendence  which  a  national  institution  can  exercise 
over  thdr  operation,  must  be  of  a  very  general,  though  highly 
beneficial  natiure.  The  system  of  the  society  is  founded  on 
the  sub-division  of  labour ;  and  this  principle,  in  its  practical 
application,  descends  from  the  Parent  Committee  to  its  Auxi- 
liaries and  Branches,  and  thence  to  their  Associations,  until  k 
is  brought  down  to  the  actual  dissemination  of  the  Scriptures 
amonff  the  people. 

A  rf ational  Bible  Society,  if  properly  organised,  and  its 
executive  details  conducted  by  Sub-Committees,  as  recom- 
mended in  Section  II.,  will  find  ample  employment  in  the 
exercise  of  this  superintendence ;  which  may  be  divided  into 
the  following  branches : — 

I.  The  employment  of  Agents. 

II.  The  establishment  and  assistance  of  Auxiliary  Societies  and 
Associations. 

III.  The  publication  of  important  and  interesting  information. 

IV.  The  means  of  insuring  a  regular  and  adequate  supply  of  Bibles 

and  Testaments. 
V.  The  correct  appropriation  of  the  funds  placed  at  its  disposal. 

On  each  of  which  a  few  suggestions  wiU  be  submitted. 

.  3.  The  numerous  and  important  advantages  of  judicious  and 
well-qualified  agents  cannot  be  too  strondy  impressed  on 
the  attention  of  the  Committees  of  Bible  Institutions*  This 
subject  has  been  amply  illustrated  in  Section  VIL,  as  regards 
the  foreign  operations  of  the  Parent  Society:  and  the  follow- 
ing instances  will  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  the  valu6  of 
domestic  agency,  in  promoting  the  organization  of  local  esta- 
blishments. 
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Comparatiye  State  of  diffi»rent  Auxiliarj  Societies. 


The  Reading  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in  March  1809; 
and  was  re-organized  in  April  181 6.  The  following  are  the 
comparatiye  results : — 


In  Severn  Yean  nndev  former  Syitem: 

T^AjnoiiiitooUMted....£.9066-18    7 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^     loto    7    ft 

PumtSoeietyS     ^^^    ^    ^ 

1733  Bibka  and  Testaments  dtstribnted. 


In  Four  Years  mtder  improved  System: 
Total Amomtcolledtod.... £.3135  1»   I 
^**"lW&tt^    2290  16    0 
8805  Bibles  and  Testaments  distribated. 


The  Liverpool  Auxiliary  Society  was^  established  in  March  1811 ; 
and  was  re-organized  in  January  1818.  The  following  are  the 
compuRtive  results : — 


In  Seven  Years  nnder  former  System: 

Ttel  Amoont  ooUeeted. . .  .£Jm7  10    8 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^    ^mm    «  m 

Parent  Society  5    ^^    *  *'' 

91|313  fiiUes  and  TestamenU  distributed. 


In  TVoo  Years  under  improved  System : 


Total Amont collected.... <£j6I06    7   0 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^    jum*  la    « 

PtoentSocietyJ    «n^  »    » 

]6y409  Bibles  and  Testameub  distributed. 


The  Northamptonshire  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in 
May  1812;  and  was  re-organized  in  October  I8I7.  The  fol* 
lowing  are  the  comparative  results  : — 

la  jRm  Yean  mider  former  System : 

Total  Amoont coDected....<£.4r02    8    3 

8070  BiUes  and  Testsments  distributed. 


In  TXnss  Years  onder  isqirared  System  : 

Total  Amoont  collected.... £.4123    7    0 

Ditto        remitted  to}     «qjj.    „„ 

Perent  Society  5    3***    ^  II 

lO/NM  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed. 


Hie  Plymouth,  &&  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in  July 
1811;  and  was  re-organized  in  November  1818.  The  following 
are  the  comparative  results : — 

In  Two  Years  mider  improTed  System: 

Total Amomit collected.... X.S317  18    9 

Ditto        remitted  to  >     «a(WK>  i«    * 

Parent  Society  5     *"^  '•    ^ 

6046  BiUes  and  Testaments  distribated 


In  Seven  Years  nnder  former  System : 

Total  Amoont  collected.... £.2517    7    5 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^    QM.f.    »  ,« 

PteentSodetyj    ^^    ^  ^® 

6890  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed. 


The  Valb-of- Aylesbury  Auxiliary  Society  was  established  in 
August  1815;  and  re-organized  in  Octobek*  1 8 1 7.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  comparative  results: — 

In  Two  Yean  nnder  improyed  Syktem : 

Total  Amornit collected.... X.1315    3    6 

Ditto        remitted  to  I     ,<wv.  .«    o 

Parent  Society  5     ^295  13    3 

9873  Bibles  and  Testaments  distribated. 


In  TVw  Years  nnder  former  System : 

Total  Amoont coll^^.... ^.343  11    4 

Ditto        remitted  to  ^       mm^  mm  ... 

Parent  Society  5       178  1110 

317  Kbles  and  Testaments  distributed. 
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'  On  t}ie  £m]doyineiit  of  Agentfr-^Qiialifications  necessary  for  an  Agent. 


Similar  effects  have  followed  the  adoption  of  the  system' 
wherever  it  has  been  steadily  pursued;  and,  as  the  employ- 
ment of  suitable  agents  appears  to  be  the  only  mode  by  which 
it  can  be  generally  introduced,  the  attention  of  National  Bible 
Societies  should  be  directed  to  the  selection  and  appointment 
of  individuals,  properly  qualified  for  this  important  depart- 
ment The  astonishing  success  that  has  attended  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Parent  Society's  foreign  agents — of  which  a 
sketch  has  been  already  given — ^and  the  considerations  which 
it  forces  on  every  reflecting  mind,  furnish  an  imperative  call 
for  the  increase  of  such  devoted  labourers,  to  give  effect  to 
the  gracious  purposes  of  Divine  Providence. 

An  agent  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  system 
of  the  society,  throughout  its  various  departments,  and  quali- 
fied to  assist  in  forming  and  organizing  new  societies  and 
associations.  In  the  pursuit  of  his  object,  he  will  find  the 
advantage  of  consulting  those  individuals  whose  station  and 
influence  in  society,  and  knowledge  of  the  district,  render 
them  competent  advisers ;  and  as  the  attainment  of  a  positive 
good  may  be  retarded,  if  not  firustrated,  by  injudicious  haste» 
he  should  always  be  influenced  in  his  proceedings  by  local 
circumstances. 

The  attendance  of  general  meetings  constitutes  a  promi- 
nent duty;  but  his  services  in  the  committee-room  are  fire- 
quendy  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  importance;  and  his  arran^ 
ments  should  always  be  made  with  especial  reference  to  Una 
latter  object,  to  which  a  more  distinct  allusion  will  be  made 
in  the  next  chapter.     He  should  be  furnished  with  an  ade- 

auate  supply  of  those  publications  which  explain  and  illustrate 
le  design  and  beneficial  effects  of  the  society ;  and  avail  him- 
self of  every  favourable  opportunity  to  circulate  information  <»i 
the  subject 

In  visiting  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Associations,  he  should 
note  their  comparative  progress  or  declension; — investigate 
the  causes  of  such  effect; — point  out,  temperately,  but 
firmly,  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  strict  line  of  proce- 
dure recommended  by  the  Parent  Institution ; — ^and  examine 
the  tendency  of  every  measure  adopted  for  giving  increased 
local  fecility  to  their  operations.  In  no  respect  can  his 
attention  and  superintendence  be  more  profitably  directed^ 
than  to  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  account-books  of 
local  societies.  As  it  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  all 
parties,  to  have  these  books  kept  in  a  correct  and  methodical 
manner,  so  as  to  exhibit,  at  any  period,  the  actual  state  of 
the  funds  and  stock  of  the  society,  any  suggestions  in  fiur« 
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Bibles  ahould  always  be  distribuled  with  pnideaoe. 

therance  of  this  object  will  be  gratefully  appreciated.  Nor 
should  he  omit  to  recommend^  where  necessary,  the  regular- 
collection  of  the  annual  subscriptions ;  the  immediate  circu-* 
lation  of  the  reports^  and  other  publications,  of  the  Parent 
Society ;  and  that  strict  observance  of  economy,  in  every. 
department,  which  is  alike  essential  to  the  character  and 

frosperity  of  the  institution.  His  correspondence  with  the 
arent  Committee  should  be  frequent  and  confidential,  in- 
cluding an  exposition  of  the  achi(u  state  of  every  society  he 
visits.  And  he  should  proceed  in  his  work  under  the  conr* 
stant  recollection,  that  he  is  the  representative  of  an  institu- 
tion, whose  object  is  peacEi  and  whose  watch-word  is  cha- 

EITY. 

^  Let  every  man  when  he  puts  hU  hand  to  this  weric,  consider  that  he  is 
entering  into  the  immediate  senrioe  of  the  Most  High  Gon ;  that  he  is  en^^ 
gaging  in  an  enterprise  which  is  capable  of  producing  more  important  results 
mr  this  country,  and  for  the  world  at  large,  than  the  greatest  events  of  a 
mere  temporal  character  ever  have  produced ;  that  he  aspires  to  the  high 
honour  of  being  instrumental  in  a  great  moral  and  spiritual  renovation, 
which  Goo  has  dedaxed  the  world  will  undeigo,  and  to  the  effecting  of  which 
He  invites  the  services  of  those  who  fear  and  love  Him :  and  let  eveiy  one 
brihg  with  him  to  this  service,  such  a  solemnity  of  mind,  such  a  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  it,  and  such  a  high  sense  of  his  privil^;e  in  being  per- 
mitted to  engage  in  it,  as  will  prepare  him  for  undertaking  whatever  part  of 
the  duly  may  be  committed  to  him,  with  alacrity,  and  with  a  firm,  decided 
purpose  of  diligence  and  perseverance.  While  those  who  embark  in  this 
great  cause,  do  so  with  a  seriousness  becoming  its  importance,  let  them,  at 
the  same  time,  place  their  sole  reliance  on  the  special  interference  and 
blessing  of  God  ;  let  them  lift  up  their  hands  and  eyes  to  Him  who  dwells 
in  Heaven:  and  ask  his  support  and  direction,  who  alone  can  guide  them  in 
pesplexity  and  sustain  them  under  discouragements;  who  can  remove  ob* 
•tacles,  quell  opposition)  and»  as  the  rivets  of  water,  turn  the  hearts  of  men 
whithersoever  he  wiU»**  * 

When  agents  are  intrusted  with  Bibles  and  Testaments 
for  distribution,  as  is  sometimes  the  case^  especially  on  the 
continent,  they  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to  circulate 
them  in  places  where  societies  are  established,  without  a  pre- 
vious arrangement  with  the  local  committees;  as,  by  nepecb- 
ing  this  precaution,  they  may  injuriously  interfere  with  the 
pkns  of  such  societies.  And  in  every  instance  gratuitous 
distribation  should,  as  much  as  possibk^  be  avoided ;  and  the 
people  be  induced  to  purchase  the  Scriptures,  which  are 
generally  valued  and  read  in  direct  proportion  to  the  expense 
or  trouble  which  they  have  cost  in  obtaining  them.  A  judi- 
eious  regulation  on  this  subject  was  adopted  at  an  early 
period  by  the  exemplary  Committee  of  the  Bftsle  Bible  So- 

•  A4dtMB  of  the  Committee  of  the  HibernUn  Bible  Society,  1820. 
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Auxiliary  S/stem  the  principal  support  of  a  National  Society. 

detjTy  on  placing  a  number  of  French  Testaments  in  the 
hands  of  a  pious  and  zealous  clergyman  for  distribution. 
After  reducing  the  price  of  each  copy  to  eighteen-penoe, 
they  inform  their  asenty  that  "  he  is  at  liberty  to  sell  some  of 
the  copies  at  a  higner  price  to  wealthier  persons,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  sell  them  to  poorer  classes,  for. 
less  than  eighteen-penoe,  and  to  gire  some  away  to  the  most 
indigent  and  worthy." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obserye,  that  grants  of  Biblea 
and  Testaments  for  distribution  should  never  be  made  to  an 
individual,  if  a  society  be  established  in  the  district  In  thisy 
aa  in  other  respect*,  all  unnecessary  interference  with  the 
local  institution  must  prove  injurious* 

4.  It  is  in  promoting  and  supportmg  the  Auxiliary  System 
that  a  national  society  is  peculiarly  inmspensable,  and  consti- 
tutes a  common  centre  of  union  and  of  strength.  Without 
this  central  medium,  the  cause  might  indeed  j^o  forward,  in  a 
partial,  unconnected,  and  imperfect  manner,  i>ut  destitute  of 
that  order,  cohesion,  and  uniformity  of  proceeding  which* 
characterize  the  institution,  and  give  facility  to  all  its  opera- 
tions. By  allotting  to  every  department  its  own  particular 
duty;  and  providing  for  the  strict  adherence  of  each  to  its 
own  business  exclusively,  the  duties  of  the  several  parts  are 
kept  distinct  and  separate,  the  great  work  is  carried  forward 
with  comfort,  while  regularity  and  energy  pervade  the  whole. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  tnat  some  plan  may  be  devised, 
by  which  the  annual  meetings  of  Auxiliary  Societies  shall  be 
held  in  remilar  succession,  on  fixed  and  certain  days,  so  as  to 
allow  of  those  preliminary  arrangements  which  may  secure 
assistance  from  the  Parent  Institution.  The  great  and  in- 
creasing number  of  those  societies  in  Great  Britain,  precludes 
the  possibility  of  such  a  measure,  with  a  view  to  the  attend* 
ance  of  all  tnose  meetings  by  the  same  individuals ;  but  the 
object  may  be  attained  by  following  the  example  of  the 
Assize  Circuits,  and  making  an  annual  appointment  of  visiters 
for  each  division  of  the  kingdom.  If  a  map  of  the  country, 
indicating  those  portions  of  it  in  which  Auxiliary  Societies 
and  Associations  are  formed,  were  placed  in  the  Committee 
Room  of  every  National  Bible  Society,  it  would  materially 
assist  the  arrangement  now  su^ested.  A  similar  plan  may 
be  beneficially  adopted  by  the  Associations  in  connexion  wim 
any  particular  Auiuliary  Society,  so  as  to  secure  the  assist* 
ance  of  a  deputation  from  the  latter  i  thb  has  been  done  in 
Southwark;  and  the  happy  effects  will  be  detailed  in  theii 
proper  place.' 
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Local  wants  best  supplied  by  Local  Societies. 

It  would  further  facilitate  the  communication  between  the 
Committee  of  every  national  society,  and  the  Committees  of 
its  affiliated  institutions,  if  the  latter  were  to  inform  the 
Parent  Committee  of  their  days  of  meeting,  which  should  be 
entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  And  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  suggest  the  advantage  of  holding  those  Com- 
mittee Meetings  early  in  the  month,  in  order  to  receive  and 
distribute  the  Monthly  Extracts. 

It  will  be  evident,  that  when  individual  applications  are 
made  to  National  Societies  for  grants  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, the  first  consideration  should  be,  whether  local  means 
be  not  already  provided  for  the  supply  of  the  applicants.  If 
an  Auxiliary  Society  be  established  in  the  district,  the  claim 
should  be  referred  to  it  in  the  first  instance ;  and  then  all 
interference  which  might  lead  to  confusion  will  be  avoided* 
Even  when  the  grant  is  solicited  for  prisons,  hospitals,,  con- 
vict-ships. Sec.  it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  miake  it 
through  die  medium  of  the  Auxiliarv  Society,  which  may  be 
credited  in  account  for  the  amount  of  such  grant  It  may  be 
safely  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  local  necessities  nhould 
be  investigated  and  supplied  by  local  societies;  and  any 
deviation  from  this  rule  should  be  considered  as  anexceptionj 
justified  by  peculiar  circumstances  alone. 

If  any  Auxiliary  Society  require  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, to  an  amount  greater  than  the  balance  in  its  favour 
in  the  Parent  Society's  books,  a  minute  investigation  should 
precede  the  grant  Such  an  application  would  be  novel  in 
Great  Britain,  where  it  is  the  principle  of  every  Bible  Society 
and  Association,  at  least,  to  support  itself,  if  it  cannot  contri- 
bute in  aid  of  the  general  object;  but  the  case  is  different  on 
die  continent;  and  without  me  occasional  aid  of  the  Parent 
Institution  or  National  Society^  the  demands  could  not  be 
adequately  supplied. 

It  may  be  worth  the  consideration  of  National  Societies, 
whether  the  establishment  of  Auxiliaries  and  Associations 
will  not  be  facilitated,  by  keeping  a  stock  of  Minute  and 
Account  Books,  to  be  sold  to  such  societies  at  the  cost 
prices.  A  similarity  of  plan  throughout  the  various  parts  of 
the  system  will  thus  be  secured,  and  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  business  rendered  plain  and  intelligible.  The  Hibernian 
Bible  Society  has  adopted  this  plan  with  considerable  ad- 
vantage. 

5.  The  circulation  of  important  and  interesting  information 
has  been  already  referred  to,  as  one  of  tiie  most  efficient 
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Correct  Betums  from  all  Auxiliaries,  &c  very  desirable. 

means  by  which  the  design  of  the  institution  has  been  pro- 
moted.*     But  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended  to 
National  Societies,  to  provide    for  the  early  and  regular 
delivery  of  those  publications  to  their  subscribers  and  affili-* 
ated  societies,  and  to  apportion  the  space  allotted  to  intelli- 
gence, so  that  every  department  may  receive  a  due  share  of 
attention.     The  Annual  Report  should  appear  as  soon  as 
possible  after  every  General  Meeting,  so  as  to  confirm  the 
unpression  made  and  the  interest  excited  by  the  latter.    The 
Appendix  should  contain  a  judicious  selection  of  extracts ; 
but  brevity  should  be  studied,  not  only  from  motives  of 
economy,  but  because  a  voluminous  report  is  seldom  read  by 
the  great  majority  of  those  who  receive  it,  and  is  unnecessary 
in  reference  to  those  Societies  which  publish  monthly  ex- 
tracts of  correspondence.     For  similar  reasons,  the  list  of 
individual  subscribers  may  be  advantageously  omitted  in  the 
copies  designed    for  general    circulation.       Every    means 
should  be  adopted  to  procure  correct  returns  of  bH  Societies 
in  connexion  with  the  National  Institution,  and  to  insert  them 
in  the  Annual  Report,  under  their  respective  heads  of — ^Aux- 
iliaries, Branches,  Associations,  Manne,  Juvenile,  and  Me- 
chanics' Societies — the  five  latter  being  classed  under  the 
Auxiliary  Societies  with  which  they  are  severally  connected. 
The  interest  and  advantage  of  such  a  list  would  be  materially 
increased,  if  the  following  particulars  were  inserted  opposite 
to  each : — 1.  The  estimated  population  of  the  district    2.  The 
number  of  individuals  engaged  as  officers,  collectors,  &c. 
S.  The  total  number  of  subscribers.    4.  The  total  number  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed.     5.  The  total  amount  re- 
ceived :   and,  6.  The  amount  remitted  for  the  general  olject 
of  the  Parent  Society.     A  printed  circular,  with  a  blank  form 
of  the  required  abstract,  sent  annually  to  the  Committee  of 
every  Auxiliary  Society,  appears  to  be  the  best  mode  of 
attaining  this  object ;  which  will  be  sufficiently  illustrated  by 
the  following  specimen  of  a  return — the  entries   in  Italics 
being  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society.     By  • 
deducting  the  aggregate  population  of  those  districts  in  which 
a  Branch  Society  and  Associations  are  established,  from  the 
total  population  of  the  entire  district  embraced  by  the  Aux-' 
iliary  Society,  as  specified  in  the  first  line,  the  proportion  of 
the  latter,  which  is  still  unoccupied  by  Local  Bible  Institutions^ 
is  immediately  ascertained. 

•  Sm  SMtion  VIII.     ' 
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Spedmen  of  an  Annual  Return  from  an  Auxiliary  Society. 

SPECIMEN. 


N®5.*         Reading  Auxiliaht  SociKtY. 
Abstract  to  the  11th  of  April  18^0. 


NAME  OP  SOCIETY, 

Ettimated 
R»pulMioa. 

Number 
ofOfficen 

Total  Mo.  of 
prcicnt 

Toul  Mo.  of 

bible*  k  Tests 

diflttibated. 

Tot« 
Amount 
received. 

AMMfiNf  Auxfliaiy 

(MmtAom  Branch  6c!c. 

99,000 

50 
5 

93 
8 

3,534 
5 

2,r28lO     9 
54    6    2 

«,000 

!)•. 

• 

m 

V. 

HcoilivAasociBtion... 

1«,000 

95 

T65 

4,135 

1,278  18     2 

Oakin^kam     D*. 

iet  Branch. 

16 

90 

367 

202    8    6 

Sk^l^td,  Sfc,  !>•. 

2,000 

14 

110 

427 

265    2     9 

Burgl^Md     D*. 

600 

8 

n 

60 

39  15    0 

V. 

m 

D»- 

DP- 

!>•. 

\ 

Marine  Socy. 

ftOII« 

Juvenile  H^ 

tttfJM 

D». 

Mechanics  D^. 

wntf 

General  Total.. 
Total  Amount  rei 

16,500 
nittedtot 

188 

1,135 

5,528 

4,569  1     4 

he  Parent 

Society  . 

£.  4,233    1     5  1 

%r2:i;^,}Secretaries. 


•  The  Nmnber  refert  to  thattJf  the  Rcadmg  Auxiliary  Society  in  the  alphabetical 
Urtinaerted  in  the  Annual  Raport. 
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A  Depotttozy  requisite. — Bibks,  Ac  should  be  stamped. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  reports  and  monthly  extracts 
of  correspondence,  occasional  papers,  similar  to  the  ''  Brief 
View"  and  "  Compendium/'*  may  be  circulated  with  consi^ 
derable  advantage  by  National  Bible  Societies,  particularly  in 
districts  where  the  design  of  the  institution  is  not  generally 
known  or  understood. 

&  To  insure  a  regular  and  adequate  supply  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  a  Depository  is  indispensably  requisite.  lo 
Russia,  America,  Wurtemberg,  and  other[  countries  where  Na- 
tional Bible  Societies  are  instituted,  an  establishment  fo? 
Srinting  and  binding  constitutes  an  important  branch  of  tbi^ 
epfurtment;  but  in  Great  Brit^,  where,  the  privilege  of  printr 
ing  the  holy  scriptures  of  the  authorised  version  is  confined 
to  the  two  universities,  the  king's  printers,  and,  under  certain 
limitations,  the  patentee,  4^  printing  establishment  is  un«- 
necessary. 

The  trouble  of  examinioff  and  cotiating  copies  is  materiallv 
diminished,  except  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  invention  of 
stereotype  printing ;  but  those  who  are  charged  with  the  su« 
perintendence  of  the  depository  cannot  bestow  too  much  at^ 
tention  on  the  duties  of  this  appointment.  The  quality  of  the 
paper,  ink,  and  bin<Ung  materials,  as  well  as  the  workman* 
ship,  should  be  carefiilly  examined,  and  no  copies  be  sent  out 
berore  they  are  profAsrly  seasoned.  The  designation  of  the 
society  should  be  stamped  upon  the  binding  of  every  Bible 
and  Testament  issued, — ^a  precaution  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Parent  Institution  in  London  at  its  outset,  and  has  been 
followed  with  advantage  by  the  Russian,  American,  and  some 
other  National  Societies. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  Aux-^ 
iliary  Societies,  and,  through  them,  Branch  Societies  and  Asso^ 
ciations,  should  receive  their  Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the 
Nationsd  or  Parent  Society  exclusively.  The  character  of  the 
institution  is,  in  degree,  involved  in  the  acts  of  its  connected 
societies;  and  if  incorrect  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  or  any  ad*- 
didons  to  them,  were  issuedL  by  any  one  of  the  latter,  the 
whole  would  suffer.  It  should  be  the  constant  object  and 
Study  of  each  and  all,  to  preserve  inviolate  their  fundamental 
principle. 

7.  The  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  National  Society 
consist  of  its  direct  subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacie»; 
remittances  from  die  institutions  connected >witb it;  the  pro*- 

. *  See  App*ndl>«  Nos»  v.aad  vi. 
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duce  of  sales  of  Bibles  and  Testaments;  and  occasional 
grants  from  the  Parent  Society  in  London.  The  appropri-. 
ation  of  these  funds  should  be  under  the  control  and  direc- . 
tion  of  the  General  Committee ;  but  the  examination  and  pay- 
ment of  bills  may  be  referred  to  a  judicious  Sub-Committee,, 
which  should  report  monthly.  The  mode  of  keeping  the  ac* 
counts  with  Auxiliary  Societies  has  been  already  detailed  in 
its  proper  place ;  but  it  may  be  suitably  observed  here,  that 
whether  Auxiliary  Societies  give  notice  of  their  intention  or 
not,  they  are  at  liberty  to  order  Bibles  and  Testaments  to 
the  amount  of  the  balwce  standing  at  their  credit ;  and  they 
should  be  requested,  annually,  to  specify  what  proportion  of 
such  balance  may  be  transferred  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  National  Society.  A  statement  of  me  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure, duly  authenticated  and  signed  by  the  auditors, 
should  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report    . 

8.  As  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the  General  Meetings  of  Bible 
Institutions  depend,  in  a  considerable  degree,  on  the  recom- 
mendation and  example  of  those  who  represent  the  Parent 
Society  on  these  occasions,  this  appears  to  be  the  most  suit- 
able place  to  introduce  the  subject 

Wnoever  has  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  those  meetings, 
especially  within  the  last  few  years,  mast  have  perceived  a 
material  and  progressive  improvement  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting them.  In  the  earlier  period  of  the  society's  exist- 
ence, when  its  principles  and  its  practice  were  alike  ques- 
tioned, the  advocates  of  both  found  themselves  compelled  to 
adopt  a  defensive  course,  and  an  argumentative  style,  which 
are,  happily,  no  longer  necessary. — The  importance  of  the 
cause,  and  the  strict  adherence  of  those  who  conduct  its  pro- 
ceedings to  their  fundamental  principles,  are  generally  felt  and 
acknowledged  ;  and  it  only  remains  to  confirm  and  extend 
these  impressions,  by  the  prudence,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
Christian  liberality  of  its  public  agents,  and  the  gradual  de- 
velopement  of  its  beneficial  tendency  and  effects. 

'*It  were  much  to  be  desired,"  observes  the  Rev.  J.  Owen, 
*'  that  in  anniversary  meetings  in  general,  controversial  topics 
should  be  wholly  avoided,  as  alien  from  the  nature  of  such 
commemorations,  and  adverse  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
are  held."  *  And  the  following  extract  affords  a  gratifying 
evidence,  that  a  similar  feeling  prevaUs  on  the  continent  of 
Europe : — 

"  Bible  Societies  are  neither  preachers  nor  interpreters ;  they  provoke 
*  Sm  PMlae*  to  Ow«D*i  History,  Vol.  f.  p.xvi. 
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Proper  fieelings  to  be  cheriahed  by  the  Societj^s  advocates. 

DO  controyeTBiea;  neither  do  they  infrinffe  the  rights  of  any  indiridual,  or 
church  :  they  content  themselyes  with  ^ving  the  book  wldch  every  Chris- 
tian communion  respects,  and  which  aU  admowledge  to  contain  tJi^  only 
laws  which  God  has  revealed  to  num.  They  enflrave,  on  metal,  theame 
commandments  which  were  traced  by  the  finger  of  God  on  tables  of  stone  ;* 
and  they  Imvc  to  the  ministers  of  every  reli^ous  permission  the  task  of  ez- 
pliitiing  them,  and  engraving  them  on  the  heart  Since,  in  the  sight  of 
God,  &ere  is  no  exception  of  persons,  revealed  refigion  behmga  to  the 
whole  htnnan  race  t  and  who  can  olject,  that  this  charter  of  the  litartiesand 
prerogatives  of  man  should  be  translated  into  every  language ;  for  where  is 
the  nation,  or  where  the  savage  tribe,  that  has  not  its  lot  or  part  in  this  in- 
heritance ?**  • 

Animated  by  flentunents  like  tiiese,  (be  Christian  advocate 
of  the  Bible  Society  will  pursue  his  course,  *^  Tseakmly  affected 
M  a  good  cause"  but  asserting  its  merits  with  temper  and 
moderation; — ^firm  and  unshaken  in  his  attachment,  but  go^ 
yemedy  in  his  expression  of  it,  by  that  charity  which  '*  suffereth 
longy  and  is  kind;** — expecting  a  continuance  of  that  success 
which  has  hitherto  attended  his  exertions,  but  prepared  to 
attribute  it  to  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  influ- 
enced by  a  desire  to  ascribe  all  the  power  and  all  the  praise 
to  the  source  of  "  every  good  and  perfect  gift  J*  Allowing,  in 
its  utmost  latitude,  the  right  of  private  judgment,  he  will 
never  condemn  the  motives  of  those  whose  opinions  differ 
from  his  own  ;  and  will  always  recollect,  that  a  man  may  love 
his  Bible,  and  yet  decline  to  co-operate  witii  the  Bible 
Society.  Among  the  many  causes  which  have  contributed  to 
the  success  of  the  institution,  none  have  been  more  conspi- 
cuous than  tile  meekness  and  liberality  manifested  by  its 
advocates :  tiiey  appear  to  have  imbibed  tiie  benevolent  spirit 
of  the  cause,  and  to  have  realized  tiie  hope  so  admirablr 
expressed  by  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : — *^  it 
is  not  simply,"  he  observes, ''  to  tiie  diffusion  of  the  Bible,  but 
to  tiie  co-operation  of  all  Christians  to  diffuse  it,  and  to  tiie 
effect  of  that  co-operation  on  our  own  hearts,  that  I  look,  not 
only  for  the  establishment  of  Christian  faiths  but  die  extension  of 
Christian  charity. *"  And  in  tiie  loud  language  of  their  eon- 
duct,  they  seem  to  have  said  one  to  anomer,  ^  If  we  cannot 
reconcile  all  opinions,  let  us  endeavour  to  unite  all  hearts.^f 

Neither  is  it  in  his  individual  capacity  alone,  nor  in  the  line 
of  public  advocacy,  that  he  may  thus  illustrate  the  tendency 
and  recommend  the  claims  of  me  institution*  His  example 
will  have  a  powerful  influence  on  tiiose  who  conduct  the 

•  Unrd  Report  of  the  Bible  Society  at  Lausanne,  for  the  Canton  de  Vaud. 
f  8««  Latten  to  the  Rev«  Dr.  Marsh,  and  John  Cokcr,  Esq.  Appendfs,  No.  z. 
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Complimentary  votes  at  General  Meetings  may  be  avoided. 


proceedings  of  subordinate  societies;  and  by  "  a  word  Jit ly 
spoken,"  he  may  contribute  to  the  extension  of  the  empire  of. 
charity  and  peace. 

The  improvement  in  the  mode  of  conducting  public  meet- 
ings, is  in  no  respect  more  manifest,  than  in  the  avoidance  of 
that  complimentary  strain,  which  is  peculiarly  unsuitable  on ' 
those  occasions.     **  In  every  benevolent  institution,  the  mem- 
bers are  too  ready  to  compliment  one  another  for  what  they 
have  done ;  forgetting,  that  what  has  been  accomplished,  may 
bear  such  a  slender  proportion  to  what  might  and  ought  to 
have  been  attempted,  as  rather  to  carry  with  it  a  portion  of 
blame."*    And  even  in  reference  to  those  individuals  whose 
patronage,  or  services,  may  have  essentially  contributed  to 
the  progress  of  the  cause,  me  sentiment  of  gratitude  should 
be  expressed  with  caution,  and  imder  a  constant  fear  of  over- 
stepping the  line  which  separates  respect  and  adulaticm.     The 
most  zealous  and  ardent  friend  of  the  Bible  Society  would . 
be  the  first  to  shrink  from  that  praise  which  he  best  deserved, 
and  which  subjected  him  to  the  risk  of  being  classed  among 
those,  "  tuho  receive  honour  one  of  another^  and  seek  not  the  . 
honoi^r  that  comelk  from  God  only^ 

Conducted  in  thia  spirit  of  conciliation  and  Christian  libe- : 
rality ;  giving  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due,  but  avoiding 
the  language  of  flattery ;  and  keeping  steadily  in  view  the 
single  and  simple  object  they  are  designed  to  promote ;  the 
meetings  of  Bible  Societies  will  continue  to  confirm  and  ex- 
tend an  interest  in  the  cause.      But  whoever  has  attentiveW 
watched  the  progress  of  the  institution,  must  have  lamentedf,  . 
in  too  many  instances,  the  speedy  evaporation  of  that  pure 
and  generous  feeling,  which  had  been  excited ;  and  under  the  . 
influence  of  which,  a  strong  desire  had  been  raised  to  co-operate 
in  a  work  replete  with  blessings  to  the  human  race.     An  im- 
pulse, rather  than  a  principle,  has  been  communicated ; — when  . 
we  have  separated,  ^'the  world  and  the  things  of  it*'  have 
gradaally  resumed  their  empire  in  our  hearts ;  and  we  have 
continued  to  act  as  we  did  before,  until  another  year  has 
witnessed  a  similar  scene  of  excitement,  and  been  followed 
by  a  return  of  unproductive  intention.    ^'  Work  while  it  is  called  , 
to-day:  the  night  comet h,  wherein  no  man  can  work^^ 


Such  are  tiie  means,  by  the  application  of  which,  under  the  , 
Divine  blessing,  the  Britbh  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has 

"  I      ■  ■    '»  ^g.^^——  ..—   M-      .  ■  .III  ■  I  ■  I 

*  Fifth  Rtpon  ol'  th«  Paisley,  &c.  Auxiliary  Bibls  Society. 
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^  We  shall  reap  abundantly,  if  we  fidnt  not." 

been  enabled  to  accomplish^  thus  far,,  its  work  of  mercy.  If 
there  be  errors  in  the  agency  employed,  or  in  the  system 
adopted,  let  them  not  impair  the  value  of  the  object  in  our 
estimation,  nor  weaken  our  obligations  as  Christians  and  as 
men.  **  If,  amons  the  thousands  to  whom  tiie  Bible  is  given, 
only  one  weary  pi^im  of  this  earth  should  be  refreshed — one 
sufferer  relieveid-^-one  weak  believer  strengthened — one 
thoughtless  sinner  roused — one  wanderer  led  back  to  the  right 

way-— one  who  has  fidlen  raised  up— one  soul  saved who 

would  not  gladly  co-operate  in  such  a  work^  and  cheerfully 
bestow  his  mite  in  its  behalf?"* 

In  concluding  this  division  of  the  work,  the  author  recurs 
with  pleasure  to  the  just  and  animated  language  of  his  friend* 
Ae  historian  of  the  Society  :— 

**  Of  this  institution,  founded  on  principles  so  lample  and  just ;  directed 
to  ends  of  such  transcendent  excellence  and  utility ;  combining  moreover  in 
its  fiiviiur  so  many  and  powerful  interests'in  almost  erery  part  of  the  world  r 
and*— i^iat  is  more  than  all— distinguished  by  such  signal  testimonies  of  the 
Divine  approbation  and  blessing ;  our  hopes  may  be  permitted  to  keep  pace 
with  our  wishes :  and  there  is  scarcely  a  measure  of  prosperity  that  we  could 
vesfonably  derire  for  it,  on  which  we  may  not  venture  with  humble  con- 
fldenoe  to  reckon.  Past  occurrences  authorise  the  expectation  of  its' 
peipetuity ;  and  present  appearances  lend  to  that  presumption  evety  con- 
firmation. 

**  In  the  confidence  inspired  by  these  considerations,  the  friends  of  the 
ins^ution,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  may  prosecute  their  labours  trith. 
cheerfulness,  and  wait  the  issue  of  them  with  more  than  resignation.  In 
disseminaling  the  word  which  God  has  revealed,  they  are  executing  the 
plans  of  His  wisdom,  and  fulfilling  the  purposes  of  His  love.  £very  stei> 
they  take  in  such  a  career,  is  so  much  done  towards  advancinff  the  knowle<!^ 
df  His  will  and  the  kingdom  of  His  Son.  Through  their  mstrumentality, 
and  that  of  those  who  may  sncceed  them,  the  work  shall  progressively  go 
finrward ;  tail,  all  nations  being  brought  to  the  light  of  Divi!ne  truth,  ahd 
subdued  to  the  obedience  of  &iih,  every  knee  shall  bow  to  the  sceptre  of 
Christ,  and  every  tongue  shall  confess  that  He  is  Lobd,  to  the  ^ory  of 
God  the  Father.*'  f 

•  Speech  ot  Lord  Teignmoutb,  at  the  Sixteenth  AnniTsrsary. 
•f  Owen's  Hisloiy,  Vol.  IIL  p.  511  et  icq. 
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^  KOW  ABE  rWSY  MJOTY  ICBMBEBSy  TBT  BUT  OITB  BODY.** 

1  COB,  XH.  sa  - 

PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  Christian  benevolence  to  difiuse 
itself  in  direct  proportion  to  the  value  of  its  object  Never 
did  fire  descend  nrom  heaven^  without  finding  an  altar  pre- 
pared for  the  sacrifice,  and  materials  to  receive  and  to  extend 
the  sacred  flame.  We  have  seen,  in  the  instance  of  Nurem- 
berg,* that  scarcely  had  the  flame  been  kindled  in  Britain, 
when  the  reflected  Kght  was  caught  by  Germany,  and  hailed 
as  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  and  a  better  day  on  that  afiUcted. 
country.  In  our  own  highly-fEivoured  land,  it  appears  as  though 
it  was  beheld,  for  a  season,  with  mingled  feelings : — ^if  there 
were  some,  who  thought  it  the  flash  of  a  meteor,  and  antici- 
pated its  speedy  extinction;  there  were  others,  who  believed 
it  had  already  attained  its  meridian  brightness,  and  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  sphere  it  was  destined  to  Qluminate. 

But  if  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  did  not  imme^ 
dtately  receive  that  general  support  to  which  it  is  so  eminently 
entitled  by  the  importance  of  its  object  and  the  hberality  of 
its  constitution,  it  has  attracted  and  secured  the  public  ap- 
probation in  a  manner  the  best  calculated  to  insure  its  per- 
manence. The  principle  and  tiie  practice  of  the  institution 
have  been  scrutinized,  with  a  degree  of  acuteness  and  inse- 
nuity  seldom  appUed  to  investigations  of  tiiis  nature ;  and  me 
Iresult  has  not  onlv  manifested  the  correctness  and  integrity  of 
both,  but  called  forth  the  expression  of  ihe  pubUc  sentiment 
to  an  extent  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  practical  benevo- 
lence. For  more  than  five  years,  die  society  pursued  its  course 
in  comparative  silence  ana  obscurity ;  gradually  establishing 
its  claims  to  the  sympathy  and  confidence  of  the  Christian 
world,  but  unsupported  by  that  general  demonstration  of 
regard  and  attachment  which  was  subsequentlv  displayed. 
During  those  five  years,  ending  31st  of  March  1809,  tne  total 

•  Se«Ch»ptei'L8«ctionIX. 
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Necewitf  of  Local  Societies  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  People. 


amount  of  its  receipts,  exclusive  of  sales  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, was  8Sj25^  ITs.  Sd :— in  the  spring  of  1809,  the 
first  Auxiliary  Societies  were  formed ;  and  the  total  amount 
derived  from  this  source  alone,  in  the  five  succeeding  years, 
ending  Slst  of  Match  18H  was  145,83S/.  55.  9d.  The  gene- 
rous &me  soon  pervaded  every  county  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
the  aggregate  sum  remitted  by  Auxiliary  Societies  during  the 
eleven  years,  ending  March  1820,  exceeds  four  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  tlwusmi  pounds. 

There  is  another  test,  by  which  the  importance  and  the 
value  of  this  part  of  .the  system  should  be  estimated.  It 
is  obvious,  that  a  Committee  of  thirty-six  Gentlemen,  i^eet- 
ing  in  London,  could  not  ascertain  the  wants  of  the  whole 
population  of  Great  Britain.  That  a  deplorable  deficiency  of 
the  holy  scri]itures  existed  in  many  parts  of  llie  country,  uiey 
had  ample  reason  to  believe ;  and  the  result  of  some  partial 
investigations  had  abundantly  confirmed  this  conviction :  but 
they  were  not  prepared  for  me  melancholy  &ct,  which  subse- 
quent and  more  minute  inquiry  established,  that,  in  a  huid  on 
which  the  light  of  the  Reformation  had  been  shed  for  more 
than  250  years,  nearly  one  half  of  the  people  were  destitute 
of  that  sacred  volume  which  reveals  the  foundation  of  their 
faith  and  the  source  of  tiieir  dearest  hox>es.  It  will  readily 
be  iadmitted,  that  heal  committees  furnished  the  only  adequate 
means  c^  ascertaining  the  real  state  of  their  districts,  and  of 
extending  the  requisite  supply :  and  thus,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  Auxiliary  Societies,  tiie  first  step  was  taken  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  an  object,  more  intimately  connected 
with  the  peace,  tiie  happiness,  and  the  best  interests  of  our 
oountry,  than  any  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  had 
^ver  devised.  It  is  sufficient  in-  tiiis  place  to  observe,  that  the 
efficacy  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  in  reference  to  the  circulation 
of  tibe  noly  scriptures,  is  satis&ctorily  proved  by  tiie  fact,  tiiat 
the  total  amount  of  sales  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  the  five 
years  ending  March  1809,  was  9,7642.  75.  9d. ;  and  the  number 
of  copies  distributed,  158,429 : — but  in  the  five  years  imme- 
diately succeeding,  and  ending  March  1814,  the  amount  of 
Sidee  was  66,066^  Os.  Id. ;  and  the  number  ot  copies  distri- 
buted, 828,658.  The  rapid  increase  of  sales  during  the  seven 
years  which  have  subsequently  elapsed,  must  be  attributed 
to  the  still  further  extension  of  the  system,  and  will  be  con- 
ndered  in  reference  to  Bible  Associations. 

Nor  are  these  advanta^s,  great  as  they  confessedly  are^ 
tlie  only  benefits  derived  firom  die  institution  of  Auxiliary 
Sodeties.  <^  The  importance  of  these  establishments  is  not  to 
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b^  estimated  merely  by  the  acquisition  of  splendor,  atid  the 
accession  of  means  andinfluence,  which  the  Farent  Instituticm 
derives  from  them,  however  indiapensable  to  the  success  of 
its  proceedings ;  nor  from  the  consideration,  that,  throudi  their  ' 
instrumentality,  the  wants  of  the  people,  resnecting  me  holy 
scriptures,  are  ascertained  and  supplied.  By  tneir  intervention 
and  inquiries,  the  benefits  of  the  institution  are  extended,  in  a 
degree  which  could  not  be  effected  by  any  other  means ;  the 
perusal  of  the  holy  scriptures  is  not  only  assisted,  but  recom- 
mended; and  the  public  attention  is  thus  attracted  to  that 
book,  on  the  observance  of  whose  precepts,  both  the  happiness 
of  individuals  and  the  peace  of  society  alike  depenc^  and 
from  which  only  the  knowledge  of  eternal  life  is  to  be  de* 
rived."*  And  it  has  been  well  observed,  that  such  an  union 
of  rank,  of  talents,  and  piety,  in  a  cause  so  pure,  ^*  could  not 
fail  to  strike  foreign  nations  as  the  collected  homage  of  Britain 
to  her  Saviour  and  her  Cron/' 


SECTION  L 

ORIOIN  OF  AtJXlLIART  SOCIETIES. 

.  1.  When  a  desire  is  once  excited  to  co-operate  in  a  design 
which  the  judgment  sanctions,  and  the  best  feelings  of  me 
heart  approve,  the  mode  of  gratifying  that  desire  wiU  speediW 
be  discovered.  It  may,  indeed,  at  hrst  be  crude  and  undigested; 
but  it  will  gradually  acquire  order  and  consistency,  and  adapt 
itself  equaUy  to  local  circumstances  and  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
ject it  is  intended  to  promote.  The  justice  of  this  observation 
will  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  followed  the  progress  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  first  demonstration 
in  its  favour,  upon  a  principle  of  combined  and  aggregate 
exertion,  was  made  in  the  form  of  congregational  colfections : 
nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  this  example  was  set  by  Scot-; 
land,  a  country  which  Divine  Providence  has  made,  above 
every  other  on  the  fiu^e  of  the  earth,  the  land  of  Bibles.^^ 
Neither  will  this  source  of  supply  be  treated  with  indifference, 
when  it  is  stated,  that  the  amount  contributed  by  it  to  the 
funds  of  the  Parent  Society  exceeds  tiventy-^/we  thousand 
pounds  s  and  that  in  many  places  it  still  constitutes  the  only 
means  by  which  a  desire  to  assist  m  this  great  woik  can*  be 
prudently  manifested. 

*  £iiath  B«jKMt  of  the  Bridah  Mid  Foreign  Bible  Society,  p.  xuvii. 
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The  **  French  Bible  Society,"  1793— Essay  by  the  Rev.  J.  Hughes.    • 

3.  In  tracing  the  origin  of  AuxiHary  Societies^  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  a  reference  to  another  institution,  short-lived  indeed, 
in  consequence  of  the  melancholy  events  which  almost  imme- 
diately succeeded  its  establishment  in  London  in  the  year 
1792;  but  evincing,  as  has  been  remarked/  in  the  recorded 
exposition ' of  its  design,  ''much  of  the  Uberal  spirit  and 
pracdcal  views  which  have  characterized  the  British  an^ 
Foreign  Bible  Society.''*  The  institution  alhided  to,  was 
designated  "  The  French  Bible  Society ;"  and  was  "  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  pure  Christian  knowledge  in 
France,  by  obtaining  a  general  distribution  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, printed  in  the  French  tpngue,  throughout  that  nation.'* 
In  the  prospectus  issued  by  the  ^society,  they  "  recommend  lie ' 
'formation  of  societies  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  to  assist 
ihem  in  the  attainment  oj  their  object ;"  and  they  further  express 
a  confident  expectation,  ''  that  smaller  societies  will  te  formed 
in  the  pi-ovincial  towns  of  France ,  to  assist  the  general  phin^ 
Had  tlie  existence  of  this  institution  been  generally  known, 
we  might  here  find  the  germ  of  that  plant,  which  has  struck 
its  roots  into  the  soil  of  our  country;  and,  like  the  sacred  tree 
of  India,  bent  its  branches  to  the  earth,  whence  they  have 
again  sprang  forth  and  extended  the  refreshing  shade  throuffh- 
out  the  land.  But  it  appears  that  this  institution  ''  was  aito^ 
gether  unknown*'  to  him  in  whose  enlightened  and  capacious 
mind  the  idea  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
originated ;  and  the  lapse  of  nearly  twenty  years  precludes 
our  tracing  to  this  suggestion  the  origin  of  the  Auxiliary 
System* 

S.  In  the  siunraer  of  180S,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hughes  pro- 
duced that  admirable  essay,  entitled,  "  The  excellence  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  an  argument  for  their  more  general  dir 
spersion ;"  which,  it  is  observed  by  his  colleague,  ''  may  be 
jpegarded  as  containing  the  rudiments  of  the  future  socielgr.** 
In  the  ardoiBT  of  his  benevolence,  the  author  pursues  um 

Erospect  which  Infinite  Mercy  had  opened  to  his  view ;  and,  be- 
olding  with  the  eagle-eye  of  fsdth  those  remote  scenes,  which 
were  hereafter  to  expand  in  all  their  beauty  beneath  the  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  he  exclaims — ^*  Let  us  then  cast 
a  friendly  eye  over  distant  countries,  and  be  the  parents  of 
the  first  institution  that  ever  emanated  from  one  of  the  nations 
of  Europe,  for  the  express  purpose  of  doing  good  to  aU  the 

*  See  Owen*t  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  94  et  seq.  for  «n  interesting  account  of  thift 
rcmarkabl*  society,  and  iu  early  diMolution.  ^        ^ 
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rest" — ^'Many  arrangements/'  be  continues,  ''must  be  left  to 
the  determination  of  experience.  *'  Light  mil  break  in,  asjhe 
Jriends  of  ike  instituiion  advance:  ikey  will  act  as  ^occc^wn 
dictates;  always  having  that  to  do^  which  will  either  connect 
with  remoter  brandies  y  their  design,  or  stand  well  insulated 
and  cdone,*'  Whether  the  first  conception  of  the  Auxiliarv 
System  can  be  discovered  in  this  lanffuage»  the  reader  wiU 
decide ;  but  there  is  a  peculiar  satismction  in  tracing  to  the 
founder  of  the  institution^  the  origin  of  those  means  by 
which  the  attainment  of  ite  object  hSis  been  so  essentially 
promoted. 

4.  The  first  establishment  in  aid  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  was  formed  in  London,  in  July  1805 ;  and  as  it 
furnishes  the  primary  instance  of  an  approach  towards  the 
system  now  under  consideration,  the  following  statement  of 
its  plan  and  constitution  cannot  with  propriety  be  omitted. 

Jgjttrtui  finm  the  ASBSlsf  of  the  lovdok  ASSOCiATioir  >r  emirihUittf  U 
iht  Fimd  of  tk8  BEiTzsa  and  fobxioh  bzbls  socubtt. 

^  It  haying  been  oonsidered  that  there  are  many  persona,  who,  on  aooouat 
of  their  subscriptions  to  other  societies,  or  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of 
their  incomes,  would  not  be  justified  in  becoming  direct  members  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  who  would  yet  be  desirous  of  contri^ 
buting  somewhat  proportioned  to  their  ability ;  it  is,  therefore,  the  object  of 
tfiis  Association  to  embrace  such  persons,  according  to  the  subsequent  plan." 

LAWS  UHd  AEOITLATIOlfS  o/  the  ASSOCIATIOir. 

I.  Each  member  to  commence  with  a  donation  of  not  less  than  8«.  and 
not  to  exceed  7#>  To  continue  a  member  at  a  monthly  subscription  of  not 
less  than  Sd.  and  not  more  than  If.  Members*  subscriptions  to  be  due  on 
the  first  dftj  of  e^  month. 

It.  Each  member  to  be  a  collector  in  his  turn,  to  collect  fipom  eight  mem- 
bers, including  himself;  to  be  changed  annually,  proceeding  alphabetical^  s 
those  who  were  collectors  durine  the  past  year  to  be  Representatives  of  the 
AasodatioA  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

IIL  The  coQecton  shall  deliver  the  subscriptions  received  to  the  secre. 
tuy,  in  sufficient  time  fin:  him  to  pay  it  to  the  treasurer  at  the  Quarterly 
^deetiiig. 

IV .  The  secretary  (who  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Committee) 
•ball  issue  the  notices,  receive  the  collectors'  accounts,  Ac.  gratuitously. 

T.  A  Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  buaness  of  the  Aaso. 
dation,  oonsistinff  of  thirteen  members:  nine  of  the  above  number,  who 
shall  have  most  frequently  attended,  to  be  eligible  for  re-election  fiir  tho 
ensuing  year. 

VI.  The  Associations  hall  meet  quarterly ;  vix.  on  the  first  Wednesday 
after  the  15th  of  November,  February,  Kay,  and  August,  in  each  yesr. 

TIL  The  money  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  immediately  after  the  Quar- 
terly Meetingin  February,  in  eidl  year,  to  the  CoUector  of  the  Bri^  and 
famga  BibU  Society. 
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YIIL  The  Animal  MeeUng  of  the  AaMciation  ahall  be  held  the  hwt 
Wednesdaj  in  June ;  when  the  Committee  sh&U  be  chosen,  the  accounts 
presented,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

IX.  That,  at  all  General  and  Committee  Meetings,  such  member  as  shall 
he  chosen  for  that  purpose  shall  preside  at  the  meetmg. 

X.  The  Cmnmittoe  shall  meet  the  first  Wednesday  in  the  mimth,  or 
oftener  if  needliil.  ^ 

5L  The  next  instance  of  an  associated  efibrt  in  furtherance 
of  Ae  cause,  aBpears  to  be  that  of  Birmingham.  It  was 
fimned  in  Apru  1806,  **  chiefly  through  the  active  instru- 
mentality of  the  Rev.  Edward  Bum,  the  diligent  and  highly 
respected  Minister  of  St  Mary's  in  that  town ;"  and  who  has 
•ubsequently  acquired,  by  his  sealous  and  eiEcieiMt  services, 
the  merited  distinction  of  an  honorary  Life  Governor  of  die 
Parent  Institution.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
printed  Resolutions  of  the  Birmingham  Assodatipn: — 

**  At  a  yery  respectable  Meeting,  held  this  day,  to  consider  the  best  mode  of 
promoting  Uie  great  objects  of  the  Briti^  and  Foreign  Bible  Society : 
GEoaoE  SxMCoz,  Esq.  in  the  Chair, 

^  The  following  Besolutions  were  unanimously  passed  :— 

'  ■  Resolved — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  an  united  effort 
be  made,  by  the  different  denominations  of  Christians  in  this  town,  in 
aid  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

"'  It  appearing  to  this  meeting,  that  the  most  eliffible  plan,  fi>r  carrying 
this  design  into  effect,  will  be  by  a  personal  application  throughout  the 
town: 

'^  Besolved—- That  the  town  be  divided  into  the  following  twelve  districts; 
and  that  the  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  affixed  thereto,  be  requested  to 
solicit  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  to  report  to  the  Committee  the  result 
at  the  Blue  School,  by^  twelve  o'dpckon  Monday  the  Sth  of  May;  in  order 
to  its  being  transmitted  in  time  for  the  next  annusl  report  of  the  society.** 
[TTkcM  follows  aHtloftke  iiffermU  diHricUy  ifcl 

^  Besolved-^That  it  be  recommended  to  Ministers  of  th^  different  de- 
nominations to  adopt  such  measures,  with  their  respective  congr^tions,  as 
may  best  conduce  to  a  general  co-operation  for  the  attainment  of  this  im« 
portsat  object 

^  Besolved — That  the  gentlemen  present,  together  with  the  clergy  and 
acting  msgistrates  of  the  town,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  the 
teport,  sttd  to  transmit  the  amount  of  the  several  subscriptions  and  donations 
to  Henry  Thornton,  Esq.  M.P.  Treasurer ;  and  that  five  be  competent  to  ac^ 

^  Besolved— That  the  subscriptions  snd  donations,  so  transmitted,  be  pre- 
sented  to  the  British  snd  Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  the  united  contribution 
of  the  different  denominations  of  Christians  in  the  town  of  Birmingham  ; 
accdmpsnied  by  a  list  of  the  nsmes  of  such  subscribers  who  may  be  entitled 
to  be  supplied  with  booksat  the  society's  prices.'* 

6.^  Without  detracting  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
merits  of  these  institutions^  it  will  readily  be  perceiyed  that 
their  constitution  was  defectiye  in  some  essential  plurticulais. 
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Batii*— Glasgow— Greenock — defective  constitutions  of  all  tiiese  Bocieties. 

That  of  the  former  approaches  the  design  of  a  Bible  Asso- 
ciation, without  the  advantages  derived  from  local  interest 
and  exertion ;  and  that  of  the  latter  possesses  the  character 
of  a  temporary  and  occasional  expedient,  rather  than  that  of 
a  fixed  and  permanent  society.  Of  these  deficiencies,  indeed, 
their  respective  conductors  became  sensible  at  a  subsequent 
period  :^— those  of  the  London  Association  having  long  since 
directed  their  energies  and  their  experience  into  the  more 
regular  channels  of  the  various  Metropolitan  Societies;  and 
the  Birmingham  Association,  while  it  retains  its  original 
designation,  having  adopted  the  more  appropriate  character  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society.  Both,  however,  have  left  the  striking 
example  of  early  co^]>eration  and  ardent  zeal ;  and  given  the 
best  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  motives  by  which 
they  were  governed,  in  availing  themselves  of  the  more 
matured  system  to  extend  their  services  and  increase  their 
usefulness. 

7.  In  the  autumn  of  1806,  an  association,  similar  in  design 
to  that  in  London,  was  established  at  Bath:  and  in  their 
report  for  1808,  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  pointed 
out  these  institutions,  with  that  of  Birmingham,  and  one 
rec^ently  formed  at  Glasgow^  "  in  the  hope  mat  they  would 
become  objects  of  imitation,  wherever  such  a  measure  was 
practicable,  throughout  the  island.*'  In  1807,  a  society  was 
formed  at  Greenock^  for  the  professed  purpose  of  "  circulating 
the  holy  scriptures  where  they  are  most  wante'd,  and  of 
assisting  other  societies  which  have  the  same  views.** — This 
institution,  in  the  year  1813,  merged  into  the  *^  Ghreenockand 
Port-Glasgow  West  Renfrewshire  Bible  Society ;"  and,  on  its 
dissolution,  expressed,  in  a  valedictory  letter  to  the  Parent 
Institution,  its  "  confident  expectation,  that,  by  this  change, 
the  same  object  would  be  carried  forward  on  a  scale  greatly 
enlarged,  and  with  a  vigour  and  success  proportioned  to  the 
numl^r  and  influence  of  the  persons  engaged.** 

8.  Such  were  the  several  Associations  that  contributed  in  a 
collective  form  to  the  funds  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  during  the  first  five  years  of  its  existence :  but  it 
was  reserved  for  the  town  of  Reading  to  give,  to  Great  Britain 
and  the  world,  the  primary  example  of  a  regular  "  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society.'*  This  memorable  event  is  introduced  by 
the  Rev.  John  Owen,  in  lai^uage  which  the  author  gladly 
adopts,  while  it  affords  him  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
feelings  of  sincere  and  grateful  attachment  to  many  estimable 
irieiids. 
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First  regular  Auxttiaiy  Sode^  formed  at  Reading,  1 809.— Its  regulations. 

*'  The  Reiv.  Dr.  Valpy,  of  Readfing,  whose  erudition  and  phflanthropj 
have  conferred  no  ordinary  reputation  on  that  town,  which  has  for  so  many 
jears  been  the  seat  of  his  scholastic  labours,  had  distinguished  his  attache 
ment  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  by  preaching  on  its  behalf^ 
both  at  Wallingford  and  Wrington,  and  by  other  unequivocal  testimonies  of 
aconcem  for  its  wel&reb  Through  the  persevering  exertions  of  this  gentle- 
man,  and  others  who  participatal  in  lus  sentiments  and  feelings,  a  Public 
Meeting  was  convened  in  the  Town  Hall  at  Beading,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Mayor,  on  the  S8th  of  March  1809;  when  an  ^  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society*  was  established  for  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Blading,  on  the  pria^ 
ei]]^s  and  'regulations  of  the  Parent  Society,'  and  with  the  professed  design 
of  *  contributing  to  its  laudable  undertaking.*  '*  * 

The  foQowing  Resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  establish- 
ment of  this  society^  which  very  soon  obtained  the  patronage 
of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  who  <cheerfi]lly  became  its 
president : — 

^  At  a  respectable  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Beading,  on  Tuesday  the  S8th  of  Mardi,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  Society  in  aid  dT  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London,  it  was  unanimously  resolvsd,-*- 

I.  That  the  present  Meeting  do  highly  approve  the  plan  and  otjects  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London. 

II.  That  an  Auxiliary  Society  be  formed  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood* 
to  contribute  to  that  laudable  undertaking. 

III.  That  this  Society  adopt,  as  for  as  posnble,  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Parent  Society. 

IV.  That  a  Committee  be  formed  to  cany  these  resolutions  into  ]i|imediat« 
execution,  consisting  of— 

[Hert  follow  the  namet  of  tixteen  genHetrnttu] 

V.  That  Br.  Valpy  and  Mr.  Monck  be  appointed  secretaries,  and  Mr. 
Tanner,  treasurer,  to  the  society. 

9.  Scarcely  had  the  Reading  Society  been  established^ 
when  a  similar  institution  was  formed  at  Nottingham,  imder 
the  designation  of  "  the  Bible  Society  of  Nottingham  and 
its  Vicinity."  This  important  occurrence  took  place  on  the 
SOth  of  March  1809 ;  and  the  regulations  were  adopted 
with  a  cordial  unanimity  which  confers  the  highest  honour  on 
that  populous  and  pubUc-spirited  town.  The  constitution  of 
this  society  exhibited  a  still  nearer  approach  towards  the 
system  subsequentiy  matured,  especially  in  providing,  **  tiiat 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  should  be 
Subscribed  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;"*  and 
**  that  die  remainder  should  be  appropriated  to  dischiurge 
the  expenses  of  the  society^  and  to  purchase  Bibles  and 
Testaments  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to  be 
distributed  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood." 
It  was  also  resolved,  that  an  annual  meeting  of  tiie  society 

•  Owen's  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  406. 
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should  be  held :  nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten^  that,  in  selecting 
a  clergynian,  a  dissenting  minister,  and  a  layman,  as  joint 
secretaries,  the  Nottingluun  Society  displayed  an  example 
of  union  and  conciliation  which  has  been  followed  throughout 
the  nation^  with  incalculable  advantage  in  every  point  of  view* 

10.  The  sacred  flame,  thus  kindled,  spread  with  unexampled 
rapidity.  The  year  ending  in  May  1810,  was  characterized 
by  the  establishment  of  ten  Auxihary  Societies  in  England, 
and  three  in  Scotland,*  which  are  thus  enumerated,  in  the 
Sixth  Report  of  the  Parent  Institution : — 


1,  ''  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  its 

vicinitj.'* 
%  **  Penryn  «nd  Falmouth.* 
S.  "  Leeds.** 

4.  "*  Manchester  and  Sdfbrd.** 

5.  "  Devon  and  Exeter.'* 
(J.  "  Leicester.** 

7.  "  Kendal  and  iU  vicinity.** 


8.  "  Sheffield  and  iU  vidnitjjr.'* 

9.  «  Hull.** 

10.  •*  Bristol.** 

11.  "Edinburgh.** 
19.  "  East  Lothian.** 

13.  ^'  The  Scottish  Bible  Societj« 
formed  bytheMimstersof  the 
Px^b jt^  of  Edinbux]^** 


In  examining  the  rules  of  these  societies,  a  gradual  improTC- 
ment  is  perceptible :  and  this  is  peculiarly  evident  in  reference 
to  those  adopted  at  Newcastle,  Leeds,  and  Kendal;  which 
respectiTely  provide,  that  ^'  one-half  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  members  of  the  Established  Church  :**  thus  following  in 
this,  as  in  other  respects,  the  judicious  regulations  of  the 
Parent  Society.  But  much  was  still  wanting  to  perfect  the 
svstem :  no  adequate  provision  was  yet  made  for  ascertaimng 
the  wants  of  the  poor ;  individual  exertion,  in  this  respect 
seems  to  have  been  contemplated  as  the  only,  or  at  least  the 
principal  means  of  discovery  and  supply;  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  local  necessities  were  not  contemplated  as  an 
object  of  attention.  It  is  true,  '^  the  introduction  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  |;ave  a  new  tone  to  those  operations  which  regarded 
the  provision  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands ;"  and 
the  comparative  statements,  already  referred  to,  afford  the 
best  evidence  of  an  increasing  desure  to  meet  the  demand ; 
but,  mi  has  been  well  observed^— 

^  It  would  not  have  been  suffident  to  produce  this  effect,  and  the  other 
advantages  with  which  it  has  been  accompanied,  that  the  public  concern 
should  l^ve  been  awakened  simply  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  the  supplj 
of  those  wants  have  been  left  to  the  unregulated  operation  of  casual  and  in- 
diflcdminating  liberslitj.  Some  expedient  was  wanted,  which  mi^t  unite 
•oonomy  and  effldency ;  some  pbm,  which,  bj  a  graduated  and  symmetrical 


*  It  is  but  justice  to  obaarre.  that  the  sister  ishmd  was  not  deficient  in.  this 
** labour  qf  hvci**  the.Uiberaian  Bible  Society  hsTing  added  seveial  Branch 


flodetissto  the  gencnd'cause  during  the  same  psiiod. 
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Beriiion  of  the  Bales  b^  Mr.  TliilKps. 


should  aflMdafte  all  orders  txf  Uie  eoottuuidty,  and  effectoite 
the  imiyenal  dutribution  of  the  Scriptures,  with  the  least  burden  to  the 
general  fiind,  and  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  individual  receiver.  The 
origin  of  Auxiliary  Societies  having  been  altogether  accidental  and  tin- 
ibreseen,  the  r^ulations  of  the  Briti&  and  FoteQpi  Bible  Society  oontiuDed- 
no  provision,  ftr  either  modelling  their  constitution)  or  defining  their  openu 
tions.  It  fidlowed  as  a  consequence,  that  there  was  no  uniformitj  in  thdr 
construction;  no  mutual  identity  in  their  internal  organization;  no  prin- 
dple,  in  short,  of  agreement  among  them,  (the  ftindamental  princqiie  of 
the  Parent  Institution  excepted,)  by  which  their  conduct  might  be  governed, 
and  their  separate  efforts  consentaneously  directed  to  the  accompli5iment  of 
the  general  end.*'  * 

IL  In  no  respect  have  the  wisdom  and  foresight  by  mdiich 
the  Rules  of  the  Parent  Society  were  firamed,  been  more  con* 
spicuous,  than  in  the  constitution  of  the  Committee:'  and 
never  was  their  practical  tendency  more  beneficially  mani- 
fested, than  in  the  year  1810,  when  Richard  Phillips,  Esq. 
became  an  elected  member  of  that  body.  Scarcely  had  he 
taken  his  seat  at  the  board,  when  he  perceived  the  paramount 
importance  of  the  Auxiliary  System,  and  the  full  extent  to 
which  it  might  be  carried : — ^the  tree  was  indeed  planted ;  but 
he  saw  the  necessity^  of  watching  its  growth,  of  training  its 
branches,  and  of  giving  a  riffht  direction  to  that  vigor  which 
might  otherwise  run  into  wud  and  unprofitable  luxuriance. 
Impressed  with  a  full  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the  under- 
taking, he  digested  a  plan  for  the  government  of  Auxiliary 
and  Branch  Societies ;  and  having,  in  the  month  of  October 
1811,  accomplished  his  design,  he  made  trial  of  its  efficacy,  by 
circulating  copies  of  the  proposed  rules  and  regulations. 

"  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  became  so  fully  convinced  of  its  excellence,  that  they 
resolved  to  adopt  it  as  their  own.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  the 
plan  was  submitted  to  a  carefiil  revision  s  and  in  the  spring  of  1813,  it  was  . 
issued  firem  the  BepoaitOKy  of  the  Parent  InstitutioD,  under  the  title  of 
^  Hints  on  the  Constitution  and  Otjects  of  Auxiliary  Societies  ;**  and  copies 
of  it  were  liberally  dispersed  throughout  the  country.  The  good  effect  of 
this  measure  soon  began  to  appear.  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Soaeties  spumed 
ft  mtoe  regular  Ibnn,  and  their  operations  were  conducted  upon  principles 
which  aasJinilftted  them  to  each  other,  and  connected  them  liarmoniously 
with  the  Parent  Institution.  Under  the  influence  of  tliis  system,  the 
respective  Committees  now  pursued  more  orderly  and  effective  ways  of 
raising  subscriptions;  took  upon  themselves  the  appropriation  of  those  Bibles 
and  Testaments  which  before  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  indi. 
ridual  subscribers ;  and,  as  weU  by  instituting  minute  and  personal  inquiries 
amoikg  the  lubitations  of  the  poor,  as  by  encouraging  sale  at  cost  or  reduced 
prices,  in  preference  to  absolute  gilt,  they  ascertained  the  degree  in  which 
the  Scriptures  were  wanted,  raised  the  estfanate  of  their  vahie  in  the  iniiids 
^ ■       .  -  - 

•  8se  Owen's  History,  Vol.  II.  p.  S5i  et  leq. 
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Beneficial  Resoltfl  of  the  improyed  system. 


of  the  reeeiren^  md  augments  to  the  Parent  Institution  the  means  of  pro- 
Tiding  for  tiie  accompltshmertt  of  its  object  in  foreign  parts."  * 

12.  Nor  were  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  improvement  of 
the  system  confined  to  the  Auxiliary  Societies  already  in 
existence :— -many  benevolent  individuals,  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  were  encouraged,  by  this  production  of  a  regular 
and  uniform  plan  of  operation,  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
establishment  of  similar  institutions  :  and  the  following  com- 
piirative  statement  will  afford  a  gratifying  illustration  of  the. 
results. 

In  the  year  1809-10,  the  number  of-  Auxiliary  Societies 
established  was  thirteen ;  and  the  amount  contributed,  5d4f5L 
4fS.3d.  In  1810-11,  the  number  of.  new  Auxiliaries  was 
seventeen;  and  the  amount  of  contribution,  6071/.  S5.  \0d.  In 
181 1-12,  the  number  of  new  Auxiliaries  was  Jifty-three ; 
and  the  amount  of  remittances^  ^,813/.  5^.  10a»  And  in 
1813-13,  the '  number  of  new  Auxiliaries  was  seventg-Jive ; 
and  the  amount  of  contribution,  55,099Z.  Ss.  lOeL 

Such  were  the  immediate  results  of  a  plan,  the  details  of 
which  will  be  more  distinctly  considered  in  the  following 
section.  Devised  and  matured  by  an  individual,  who  was 
originally  drawn  from  the  retirement  of  private  life  by  his 
Christian  sympathy  in  the  wrongs  of  Africa, — and  who 
brought  into  the  service  of  the  Bible  Society  the  active  phi-  . 
Luithropy  and  steady  perseverance  by  which  he  was  distin- 
guished as  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade, — ^few  schemes  of  benevolence  exhibit  a  better 
specimen  of  practical  wisdom,  or  have  given  more  universal 
satisfaction.  In  contemplating  these  results,  well  might  the 
Committee  observe,  in  tneir  Report  for  1813 — **  Your  Com- 
mittee cannot  but  rejoice,  both  as  Christians  and  Britons,  in 
presenting  such  a  record,  which,  while  it  calls  forth  the  warmest 
expression  of  their  cordial  gratitude  and  acknowledgments^ 
WLu  be  read  with  admiration  by  foreign  nations,  and,  they 
trust,  will  descend  to  posterity,  as  an  example  for  imitation."  • 


SECTION  IL 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

I.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that  tiie  following 
codfe  of  laws  is  merely  recommended  bytbe  Parent  Iifstitlitioii, 

*  Ovren*!  History,  Vol.  1 1;  p.  5SS  st  stq. 
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Rules  recommended  hy  the  Parent  Committee  for  Auxiliary  Societies. 

which  assumes  no  control  over  the  internal  arrangements  pf 
its  affiliated  societies ;  and  only  insists,  as  the  invariable  con- 
dition of  such  connexion,  on  the  recognition  and  strict  ob- ' 
servance  of  its  fundamental  principle — "  the  circulation  of  the 
holy  scriptures  without  note  or  comment,'* — and,  in  our  own 
country,  of  "  the  authorised  version*'  exclusively.  .  But  while  , 
each  society  is  thus  left  at  perfect  liberty  to  frame  its  own 
constitution,  and  is  responsible  for  its  own  measures,  the  im- 
portance of  one  uniform  plan  of  operation  will  be  acknow- 
ledged; and  that  system  be  duly  appreciated,  which  has  borne 
the  test  of  nine  years'  practical  application. 

As  the  regulations  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  cannot  be  too ' 
clear  and  explicit,   the  author  ventures  to  suggest  the  pa- 
renthetical additions  m  the  2d,  10th,  l^h,  and  17th  rules. 

S.  ItutES  recommendM /or  Auxiliary  Societies.* 

I.  That  the  object  and  constitution  of  the  Britiah  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
dety  have  the  cordial  approbation  of  this  meeting. 

II.  That  a  society  be  (now)  formed,  to  be  called  ''  the  Auxiliary  Bible  ' 
Society  of  ,'*  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  promoting  the  distribution  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, both  at  home  and  abroad. 

III.  That,  conformably  to  the  principles  of  the  Parent  Institution,  the 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  circulated  by  this  society,  shall  be  without  note 
or  comment ;  and  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  au- 
thorised version  only. 

IV.  That  all  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  p€r  oimtim,  or  upwards,  or  ten 
guineas  or  upwards  at  one  time,  s^dl  be  members  of  this  society. 

V.  That  the  busbess  of  this  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president, 
▼ice-presidents,    a  treasurer,   secretaries,  and  a  Committee,  consisting  of 

other  members,  half  of  whom  diall  be  members  of  the 
Established  Church  ;  and  that  members  of  this  Committee  con-  - 

stitute  a  quorum. 

VI.  That  every  clergyman,  or  other  minister,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
society,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  the  meethigs  of  the  Committee. 

VII.  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener,  or 
some  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

Vtll.  Tihat  the  Committee  divide  this  town  and  neighbouriiood  into 
districts,  and  appoint  two  or  more  of  their  members  fbr  each  district,  who 
may  associate  with  themselves  any  subscribers,  &r  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
subscriptions  and  donations  from  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  that  they  • 
establish  proper  agents  and  correspondents  in  different  parts,  within  the  limits 
of  this  AuxiMaiy  Society. 

IX.  That  the  whole  of  the  subscriptiooitf  and  donations  received  by  the 
society  shall  be  from  time  to  time  remitted,  after  deducfeiiig  incidental  ex- 
penses, to  the  Parent  Institution,  in  consideration  of  the  advanta^  held 
out  to  AuxUkry  Societies ;  viz.  '''•  That  the  Committees  of  such  societies  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  Bibles  and  Testaments,  estimated  at  prime  cost,  to 
the  amount  of  half  the  entire  sum  remitted  to  the  Parent  Institution,  ' 
■  '■■   III    »■       ii-i-i ...I, - ■—        I     ■■  >    ■'  ■ ■«»'..» 

*  Of  tbswBulet,  the  IXth  was  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  JehnOw^n ;  the  Xlllch 
bj  the  Rev.  Jotiah  Bratt  ;  and  the  Remainder  by  Mr.  FhiUips, 
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Bules  recommended  bj  the  Parent  Committee  for  Auxiliaiy  Societies. 

jf  their  loeai  meetsitiet  *kail  require  eueh  a  ntpply ;  and  Airther,  that  the 
memben  of  AuziUary  Societies  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privil^je  of  pur- 
diasing,  from  Hie  depositories  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  Bibles  and  T^sta^ 
meats,  on  the  same  conditions  as  the  members  of  the  Parent  Institution.** 

X.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  fidl  effect  to  the  benevolent  design  of 
the  British  and  Fordgn  Bible  Society,  in  their  mnt  of  the  Scriptures  for 
distribution  among  the  poor,  the  Conmuttee  shul  make  it  their  business  to 
inquire  {eUhmr  penmaUjf  or  ly  ttueau  ^  Bible  JitoekKHem)  what  families  or 
individuids,  residing  within  their  several  diatricts,  are  in  want  of  Bibles 
or  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  to  fumiah  them  therewith,  at  prime  cost,  reduced  prices, 
or  gratis,  according  to  their  circumstances. 

XI.  That,  for  the  still  fiirther  promotion  of  the  circulalion  of  the  Scrip- 
tares,  it  is  expedient  to  encourage  the  formation  of  Brtmek  Sedeiiet  in 
such  districts,  within  the  sphere  of  this  Auxiliary  Societj,  as  may  not  be 
sufficiently  populous  to  £om  Auxiliaiy  Societies  of  their  own ;  such  Branch 
Societies,  and  the  individual  members  thereof^  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
privUeges  from  the  Auxiliaiy  Society  as  it  and  its  individual  memben 
eiyoy  from  the  Parent  Institution. 

XII.  That  such  persons  as  may  not  find  it  convenient  to  become  memben 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  or  of  anyone  of  its  branches,  shall,  upon  forming 
themselves  into  Bible  Associations,  (and  tending  a  eapif  of  their  Rulei  to  the 
Ounmitteey)  be  entitled  to  purchase  at  the  depository  of  this  society,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee,  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  at  prime  cost,  for 
gratuitous  distribution,  or  sale  at  prime  cost,  or  reduced  prices,  among  their 
poorer  neighbours. 

XIIIs  Tluit  all  clergymen,  and  other  ministers,  within  thh  sphere  of  this 
society,  making  collections  in  their  respective  congregations  in  behalf  of  the 
institution,  sh2l  be  entided,  on  remittmg  such  collections  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  society,  to  receive  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  the  said  respective  collections,  estimated  at  prime  cost,  as  shall  be 
ftund  to  be  needed  by  the  poor  in  the  vicinity ;  such  return  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  to  be  chdmed  within  one  year  from  the  remittance  of  the  collec- 
tions—It is  recommended,  in  all  practicable  cases,  to  supply  the  poor  by  sale» 
nther  than  by  ^ft 

XIY.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subscriben  be  held  at 
the  in  each  year ;  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented, 

the  proceedings  of  the  past  jeu  stated,  a  new  Committee  appcmited,  and  a 
lepoTt  agreed  upon,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and 
circulated  among  the  members. 

XV.  That,  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Committee,  the  (freeidemi^  Wc#- 
jnmMbito),  treasurer,  secretaries,  and  such  three-fourtbs  of  tiie  other  mem- 
ben as  have  most  frequentiy  attended  the  Committee,  shall  be  re-eligible  &r 
the  ensuii^  year* 

X VI.  nat  be  president,  vice-presidents, 

treasurer,  secretaries,  and 

memben  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuii^. 

XVIL  That  annual  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into,  and 
that  they  be  also  received  by  the  treasurer,  [the  eeeretetriee),  and  the  several 
banken  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood. 

.XVIII.  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  such  manner  as  the  Conu> 
mittee  may  direct;  and  that  a  copy  of  them,  signed  by  the  chairman,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Britiih  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety.. 

XIX.  That  the  Committee  meet  the  instant,  at 

o*dod:,  and  prepare,  print,  and  airculate,^aii  addicif  on  the  ol^ect  and  tiaws 
ofthisiociety. 
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Importonoe  of  a  itrict  adhevenoe  to  the  principle  of  the  Institution. 

8.  Observations* 
I.  In  defining  the  district  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  an 
Auxiliary  Society,  regard  should  be  had  to  the  boundaries  of 
similar  institutions  previously  established  -in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  the  relatiye  strength  and  eflBciency  of  the  Com- 
mittee. It  is  easier  to  extend  than  to  contract  the  limits  of 
the  society ;  and  by  including  a  larger  field  than  can  be  con- 
veniently and  properly  cultivated^  the  services  of  other 
labourers  may  be  lost  This  observation  is  particularly 
applicable  to  County  Auxiliaries,  from  which  the  Parent 
Institution  has  derived  so  material  an  accession  of  patronage 
and  influence :  but  it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the 
same  advantage  mav  not  in  future  be  secured,  and  the  general 
object  be  more  fiuly  accomplished,  by  assigning  a  smaller 
district  as  the  sphere  of  an  Auxiliary  Society,  When  the 
executive  members  reside  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
central  depository,  it  is  impossible  to  ensure  their  regular 
attendance  at  the  committee  meetings;  and,  without  this 
attendance,  the  interest  graduallv  subsides.  It  is  true,  these 
and  other  difficulties  have  been,  m  some  degree,  obviated,  by 
the  formation  of  Branch  Societies ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  these'  latter  institutions  are  generally  less  effective  than 
''Auxiliary**  establishments.  This  subject  may  be  profitably 
illustrated,  by  consulting  die  annual  reports,  and  comparing 
the  results  of  a  county  society  with  those  of  any  other 
county,  similar  in  extent  and  population,  which  contains 
several  Auxiliary  Societies. — ^In  all  practicable  cases,  the 
centre  of  the  society,  where  its  Committee  meet,  its  deposi- 
tory is  kept,  and  its  business  is  conducted,  should  be  a  town 
of  some  considerable  population,  where  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  Committee  reside  to  transact  business,  and  which  has  easy 
means  of  communication  with  the  capitaL 

u.  In  reference  to  the  Third  Rule,  the  attention  of  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  establishment  or  direction  of  those 
societies,  cannot  be  too  strongly  directed  to  the  following 
extract  from  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Parent  Institution : — 

*^  It  is  the  object  of  the  Committee,  in  all  their  transactions,  to  adhere 
with  the  utmost  strictness  to  the  simple  principle  of  the  institution.;  viz. 
the  distribution  of  the  holy  scriptures  without  note  or  comment:— and, 
while  thej  fieel  the  obligation  to  this  duty  increase  with  the  increasing  maff- 
nitude  of  the  establishment,  they  trust  that  a  similar  feeling  will  penrade 
the  several  AuziHary  Societies  and  Bible  Associations  throughout  the  United 
Kingdmn,  and  that  one  correct  line  of  operation  may  continue  to  charM* 
terin  the  whole  body." 

i^.  The  primary  object  of  Auxiliary  Societies  is,  to  interest 
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the  higher  and  more  wealthy  classes  of  the  commtinity,  and 
to  procure  theb  contributions :  leaving  it  to  Bible  Associa- 
tions to  excite  a  similar  feeling  in  the  lafaK>uring  classes.  They 
ahoukl,  therefore,  endeavour  to  procure  the  patronage  of  per- 
sons of  rank  and  influence ;  and  fix  their  rate  of  sul^cription, 
not  with  reference  to  the  poor,  but  to  the  middle  and  upper 
ranks  of  society.  In  this  respect  they  cannot  adopt  a  bed» 
-scale  than  that  of  the  Parent  Institution,«by  which  the  risk  of 
interference  with  Bible  Associations  is  completely  obviated. 

lY.  In  the  selection  of  suitable  persons  for  President  and 
Vice-Presidents,  much  will  depend  on  local  influence,  and 
still  more  on  respectability  of  character: — and,  in  every 
appointment,  the  latter  ought  to  be  a  paramount  consideration* 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  an  individual,  rather 
than  a  banking  establishment,  should  fill  the  ofSce  of  Trea- 
surer, and  that  he  should  be  a  person  who  possesses  the 
public  confidence.  Allusion  has  been  made,  in  the  preceding 
section,  to  the  advantage  of  selecting  the  secretaries  from 
different  denominations  of  professing  Christians ;  and  as  the 
duties  of  those  ofiicers  will  be  hereafter  adverted  to  more 
distinctly,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  in  no  appointment 
b  the  welfare  of  the  society  more  deeply  involved.  The 
number  of  the  Committee  will  necessarily  depend  on  the 
extent  of  the  society  and  the  local  interest  in  the  cause;  and 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  in  few  cases  should  it  be 
less  than  twenty-four,  or  exceed  forty-eight : — ^in  some  of  the 
most  effective  Auxiliaries  in  Great  Britain,  the  medium 
number  of  thirty-six  has  been  adopted. 

The  usual  number  to  constitute  a  quorum  is  five,  exclusive 
of  the  officers. 

V.  The  regularity  of  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee  may  be  safely  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  health  and 
vigour  of  a  Bible  Society;  the  success  or  declension  of  which 
wm  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  zeal  and  atten- 
tion manifested  m  the  Committee  Room.  The  author  is 
acquainted  with  two  facts  which  will  sufficiently  illustrate 
this  part  of  the  subject — ^In  the  one  case,  during  a  period  of 
more  than  four  years,  the  average  attendance,  monthly,  ex- 
ceeded two-thirds  of  the  whole  Committee :  the  chair  was 
taken  punctually  at  the  hour  appointed ;  arid  the  society  pro- 
gressively advanced  towards  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
There  was  always  business  to  be  done,  because  there  was 
always  an  inclination  to  do  it  The  district  was  covered  with 
Bible  Associations;  and  the  Auxiliary  Committee  found  their 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•teCt*.  II.]  K1JLE8  AKD  RBOUtATIONS.  l47 

IjocbI  defidenciefl  best  supplied  bj  Aasocifttknifl. 

pleasure  and  their  reward  in  their  success.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add,  that  few  societies  have  more  liberally  con- 
tribul:ed  to  the  Ainds  of  the  Parent  Institution,  or  more  tho- 
roughly investigated  and  supplied  the  local  deficiencies. — In 
the  other  mstance,  the  number  of  the  Committee  was  similar; 
and,  during  the  first  year,  the  average  attendance  exceeded 
two*thirds:  but  it  was.  then  resolved  to  meet  qtuarterly;  and 
Uiis  attendance  was  reduced  to  one-fourdi :  punctuality  was 
disregarded;  and  the  society  rapidly  declined.  There  was 
litde  business  transacted,  because  the  interest  had  subsided : 
and,  while  the  local  wants  were  neither  ascertained  nor  sup« 
pli^,  the  contributions  to  the  Parent  Institution  were  dimi- 
nished to  one-fourth  of  their  original  amount. — In  the  former 
instance,  the  Committee  experienced  the  truth  of  that  scrip- 
ture, as  '^  Iron  sharpeneth  tron,  so  a  man  sharpeneth  the  couM" 
tencnice  of  his  friend ;"  but  in  the  latter,  the  solitary  secretary 
had  to  adopt  the  language,  **  Woe  to  him  that  is  ahne  when 
hefalleth;  for  he  hath  not  another  to  help  him  up.*" 

VI.  The  practical  tendency  of  the  Eighth  Rule  will  be 
considered  in  Section  IIL:  and,  in  reference  to  the  Ninth,  a 
full  explanation  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  has  been  already 
given  m  Chapter  I.  Section  VI. — ^A  strict  attention  to  the 
suggestions  there  offered,  will  save  considerable  trouble  to 
all  parties. 

VII.  One  of  the  first  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  Auxiliary 
Committee,  will  arise  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Tenth  Rule, 
as  they  regard  the  supply  of  the  poor,  and  the  applica- 
tions for  gratuitous  grants.  It  is  here  that  the  wisdom  and 
tile  firmness  of  the  Committee  will  be  called  into  exercise. 
Nothing  is  easier,  if  sufficient  funds  be  at  their  disposal,  than 
to  supply  their  district  with  Bibles  and  Testaments;  but  to 
eflfect  this  desirable  object  in  the  best  manner,  requires  se- 
rious and  deliberate  consideration.  The  evils  attendant  on 
an  indiscriminate  gratuitous  supply,  are  obvious : — the  diffi- 
culty of  deciding  on  the  comparative  merits  of  claimants,  is 
easily  perceived ;  and  it  must  be  evident,  that  the  preferable 
mode  of  dissemihating  the  holy  scriptures  is  that  by  which 
an  additional  value  is  attached  to  them  in  the  eyes  of  the 
receivers.  That  no  plan  hitherto  devised  is  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  secure  these  advantages,  and  to  av^rt  those  evils,  as 
that  of  Bible  Associations,  the  evidence  of  facts  and  experi- 
ence abundantly  testifies :  consequently,  one  of  the  first  cares 
of  the  Committee,  after  their  appointment  and  organization^ 
should  be  with  reference  to  lliis  important  subject,  which 

l2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


148  AUXILIARY  800UTIB8.  [CHAP.  U* 

Amugemeiits  prepantory  to  a  General  Meeting. 

naturally  arises  out  of  the  Twelfth  general  Rule.  For  this 
purpose,  the  division  into  districts,  and  the  appointment  of 
the  District  Committees,  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  this 
result ;  and  the  latter  should  be  instructed  to  examine  and 
report  thereon.  But,  in  order  to  &cilitate  the  attainment  of 
this  great  object,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Com* 
mittee  should  refuse  all  ajpplications  for  gratuitous  grants,  at 
the  commencement  of  their  labours,  (except  in  extraordinary 
and  peculiar  cases  of  very  rare  occurrence,)  even  from  de- 
serving persons ;  and  thus  e^^cite  a  desire  for  the  formation 
of  Bible  Associations.  In  numerous  instances,  this  apparent 
harshness  at  the  moment,  towards  the  fewy  has  produced 
eventual  and  permanent  good  to  the  many, 

VIII.  The  subject  of  Branch  Societies,  as  involved  in  the 
Eleventh  Rule,  will  be  considered  in  a  separate  section. 

IX.  The  practical  operation  of  the  Thirteenth  Rule  will  be 
found  extremely  advantageous  where  Bible  Associations  are 
not  formed :  but  the  estiHblishment  of  these  admirable  insti- 
tutions will,  generally,  supersede  the  necessity  of  reauiring  a 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  congregational  collec- 
tions. Considerable  benefit  has  been  derived,  especially  at 
the  commencement  of  an  Auxiliary  Society,  from  the  publi- 
city ^ven  to  the  object  by  the  recommendatory  sermons  of 
clergymen  and  other  ministers  of  local  influence.  The  great 
importance  of  distribution  by  sale,  rather  than  by  gift,  will 
be  considered  in  the  chapters  which  treat  of  Associations. 

X.  Few  circumstances,  connected  with  the  detail  of  a 
Bible  Society,  demand  more  attention  than  those  which  re- 
late to  the  Annual  General  Meetings.  These  should  be  held, 
in  all  practicable  cases,  on  a  fixed  and  specified  day ;  and 
after  such  arrangements  with  neighbouring  societies,  as  shall 
not  only  prevent  interference,  but  assist  the  general  cause : 
and  the  time  agreed  on,  and  inserted  in  the  rules,  should 
never  be  altered,  except  some  extraordinary  occurrence  ren- 
der the  alteration  absolutely  necessary.  Twelve  o'clock  has 
been  found  the  most  convenient  hour  for  such  meetings,  to 
which  every  possible  publicity  should  be  given,  by  pls^ards^ 
hand-bills,  and  advertisements.  A  Sub-Committee,  ot  three  or 
more  members,  should  be  appointed  a  few  Weeks  previous  to 
the  meeting,  to  whom  the  preliminary  regulations  should 
be  confided.  The  treasurer's  account  ought  to  be  clear  and 
explicit,  and  be  examined  and  signed  by  two  or  more  audi- 
tors appointed  by  the  Committee.    The  reports  of  Auxiliary 
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Societies,  especially  those  at  a  considerable  distance  from  die 
seat  of  the  National  Society,  may  advantageously  include  a 
condensed  view  of  the  operations  of  the  latter ;  but  the  pri- 
mary object  should  be,  a  full  detail  of  the  local  proceedings, 
and  of  such  beneficial  results  as  appear  most  interesting  and 
important.  This  division  of  the  report  should  always  include 
a  general  abstract  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  and  its  connected 
institutions,  similar  to  the  return  already  inserted  in  Chap.  I. 
Section  XIV.  The  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  Greneral 
Meetings,  in  the  same  section,  are  respectfully  submitted  as 
equally  applicable  to  those  of  Auxiliary  Societies: — such  fiuv 
ther  remancs  as  appear  necessary,  will  be  offered  in  Sect.  Y. 
of  this  chapter. 

XL  The  duty  prescribed  by  the  last  clause  of  the  Eighteenth 
Rule  is  too  frequently  neglected  ;  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  it  constitutes  the  official  notification  of  the  society's 
establishment,  and  induces  a  recognition  of  that  relation 
which  is  so  highly  beneficial  to  all  parties. 

xiL  It  frequently  happens,  that  the  "address,**  alluded 
to  in  the  Nineteenth  Rule,  is  prepared  and  published  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  society;  and  that  a  subsequent 
address,  during  the  first  year,  is  not  considered  necessary. 
Li  such  cases,  tne  latter  part  of  this  Resolution  may  be  omitted ; 
as  nothing  should  appear  in  the  rules  with  wnich  a  strict 
compliance  is  not  contemplated.  Copies  of  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations, with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  Committee  an-  * 
nexed,  may  be  beneficially  circulated  in  the  district    ' 

It  will  be  found  very  advantageous  for  the  Committee  to 
hold  their  first  meeting  on  as  early  a  day  as  possible  aA«r  the 
ffeneraJ  meeting,  white  the  subject  is  fresh  on  die  minds  of 
me  members.  One  of  the  first  matters  for  discussion  at 
such  meeting  will  constitute  the  subject  of  the  next  section. 


SECTION  III. 

BY-LAWS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  If  lihere  be  any  merit  in  filling  up  an  outline  SO  admiraUy 
defined,  it  is  of  a  very  humble  nature.  It  did,  however,  ap- 
pear, that  something  more  was  necessaiy ;  and  that  while  those 
excellent  rules  and  regulations,  detailed  in  the  preceding 
section,  clearly  point  out  what  is  to  be  done,  they  did 
not  specify  witn  sufficient  accuracy  how  it  should  be  accom- 
plished.   This  defect— if  such  it  can  be  called— was  indeed 
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uimvoidable ;  the  aystem,  ia  all  its  parts^  had  not  been  re- 
duced to  practice  i  and  it  was  evident  that  many  minor  regula- 
tions must  arise  out  of  the  application  of  those  elements  to 
local  circumstances. 

S.  On  a  more  close  examination  of  the  rules,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  object  of  the  Committee,  generally,  may  be 
classed  under  the  two  heads  of,  Local  Supply,  and  Co^eration 
with  the  Parent  Society ;  and  that  these  branch  themselves 
out  into  the  following  duties ;  viz. 

I.  Collecting  subscriptions,  apd  obtaining  patronage, 
II.  Ascertaining  the  local  wants. 
III.  Remitting  money  to  the  Parent  Institution,  and  obtaining 

Bibles  and  Testaments, 
ly.  The  establishment  of  a  depository. 
V.  Supplying  members  on  privil^e. 
▼I.  Circulating  information. 
VII.  Establishing  and  supplying  Branch  Societies. 
VIII.  Establifihing  and  supplying  Bible  Assodations. 

And  it  is  obvious  that  those  duties  cannot  be  adecjuately 
fulfilled,  without  that  division  of  labour  which  &cilitates  the 
attainment  of  every  object  of  a  general  and  benevolent  na- 
ture. This  principle  b  distinctly  recognised  in  the  Eighth 
Rule,  as  applicable  to  a  particular  purpose,  but  its  extension, 
as  a  permanent  feature  of  the  system,  remained  to  be  de- 
veloped. 

8.  On  die  establishment  of  the  Southwark  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society,  in  June  181^  it  became  die  oiBdal  duty  of 
the  author  to  consider  this  subject  in  its  practical  bearing, 
and  to  provide  for  the  regular  application  of  the  appointed 
means  to  the  desired  end.  In  pursuing  this  object,  with 
which  the  plan  of  Bible  Associations  was  naturaUy  and  inse- 
parably connected,  the  necessity  of  a  code  of  By-Laws  ap- 
peared manifest,  in  order  to  define  with  accuracy  the  several 
duties  of  the  Committee,  and  to  point  out  the  mode  by  which 
the  fundamental  rules  of  the  society  should  be  carried  into 
effect.  This  code  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  has  been  subsequently  introduced  by  many  Aux- 
ihary  Societies  with  considerable  advantage. — It  is  now  sub* 
mitted,  with  those  few  alterations  which  experience  has  sug- 
gested. The  specimen  selected  is  that  of  Plymouth,  &c. ;  and 
the  local  application  of  the  words  printed  in  Italics  wUi  be 
readily  perceived. 
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4w  By-Laws  recommended  fer  adopihti  by  ike  CommitUet  ef  4uxii«iaiit 

BiB&K  SOCISTIKS. 

eSVERAL  COICMITTEE. 

L  The  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  OewteU  Chamber  in  the  Tmm^haM  on 
the  third  Mm^my  in  erexy  mosUi,  predieij  at  jur  •^cMI  tii  thee^iem^* 

II.  As  soon  after  eix  o*clock  as  five  members  are  present,  the  chair  shall 
he  taken,  and  the  business  be  commeaoed. 

IIL  The  chair  shall  be  taken  by  the  President  %  in  his  absence,  by  one 
of  the  y ice-presidents;  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  Treasurer:  but  should 
none  of  theee  officers  be  present,  the  members  shall  dect  a  chairman  from 
amongst  themselves. 

IV.  The  Older  of  pneeedk^  at  each  aflnthlymaetii!^  Shan  be:— 

1.  To  read  the  minntes  of  the  preceding  meeting,  and  to  dispose  of  any 

business  arising  therefrom. 
1?.  To  call  for  the  treasuxer*s  report  of  the  state  of  the  fUnds,  and  of  his 

receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  last  month. 

3.  To  call  for  the  deposltaiy^s  report  of  the  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments on  hand,  and  of  his  receipts  and  deliyeries  in  the  last  month. 

4.  To  call  for  a  written  report  from  each  District  C!ommittee :  such 
report  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  to  be  received,  if  approved. 

5.  To  receive  the  secretaries'  report  of  remittances  from  the  Brmuh 
Seekiiee  and  JeeeciaOeney  and  of  payments  made  by  the  collector, 
with  any  official  communications  which  they  may  have  to  make. 
After  which,  fresh  propositions  shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 


V.  The  nsMOS  of  the  membera  shall  be  called  over  at  *af/|Mul  jir  oVlock  t 
•ad  no  one  wlio  attends  suboequently  shall  be  considered  as  present,  in  re- 
Cvenoetoro-election,  althou^  entitled  to  vote. 

VI.  The  secretaries  are  authorised  to  order  Bibles  and  Testaments,  when 
necesBSTf.  The  designation  of  this  society,  or  one  of  itaaiiUiated  institutions, 
shall  be  inscribed  or  stamped  on  the  till».pi^  of  eveiy  cofiy  isaned  by  tfan 
aodelj. 

,  YII.  The  Gen«nieommittee,aa  pronrided  by  the  ftmdamental  rules,  shall 
consist  of  thirtjf'-eLe  members^  df  whom  one-lulf  shall  be  member^  of  the 
Established  Church.  When  any  vacancies  occur,  the  secretaries  shaJX  notify 
the  same,  stating  under  which  denomination  new  members  are  to  be  admitted. 

VIII.  The  election  of  new  membsrs  shall  be  by  ballot ;  and  no  person 
proposed  shall  be  admitted  without  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the 
members  then  present  No  ballot  shall  take  place  before  the  names  have 
been  called  over. 

IX.  A  depository  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  established ;  from 
which  no  books  shall  be  delivered  without  an  order  signed  by  one  of  the 
secretaries.  The  depositary  shall  present,  monthly,  to  &e  secretaries,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Committee,  an  account  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  received 
and  issued,  and  of  the  stock  on  hand. 

X.  Two  or  more  auditors  shall  be  appointed  annually ;  who  shall  examine, 
the  accounts,  and  present  a  statement  of  the  same,  signed  by  them,  to  the 
committee  meeting  immediately  precedinff  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year. 
All  bilb  shall  be  referred  to  the  auditors  for  examination,  and  signed  by  two 
of  ^em,  before  they  are  discharged. 

XI.  On  notice  being  given,  ti^t  any  one  of  the  societies  in  connexion 
with  this  society  is  about  to  hold  a  general  meeting,  the  Committee  shall 
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appoint  a  deputation  to  attend  the  same,  and  to  assist  in  the  proceedings,  if 
necessazy. 

TBZASirAEB. 

XII.  The  treasurer  shall  not  pay  any  money  without  zeceiving  a  copy  of 
the  Resolution  of  the  Conunittee,  authorising  such  payment,  extracted  from 
the  minutes,  and  signed  hy  one  of  the  secretaries.  He  shall  present  a  state- 
ment of  his  xeoeipts  and  payments  to  ereiy  monthly  meeting  of  the  Oom« 
mittee. 

SECABTAniBS. 

XXII.  The  three  secretaries  shall  he— one,  a  dersyman  of  the  Established 
Church ;  another,  a  dissenting  minister ;  and  the  thu^  a  layman. 

XIV.  The  secretaries  shall  be  gX'^ch  members  of  all  Sub-Committees. 

XY.  The  secretaries  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on 
receiving  a  Teqi:d8ition  signed  by  ftve  members ;  or  they  may  do  so  on  their 
own  auAority  alone :  sudi  meeting  not  to  take  place  till  three  days  after  the 
summons ;  which  shall  specify  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

DISTBICT  COMMITTEES. 

XYI.  The  General  Committee  sl^all  be  divided  into  the  following  tmd»€ 
District  Committees ;  viz. 


1.  Okmrla, 
S.  SUAndrtWy 
S.  SUmehoutey 

4.  Norihem  Ihcky 

5.  SmUhem  Docky 

6.  Si^ke  and  Mmiet'totfmy 


7.  Thrpobiiy  Sue 

8.  MUUtrmky  Ki^gHmiy  CtmHrniy  &c 

9.  SaUoMhy 

10.  Plipnpttm,  &C. 

11.  Ivyhridgey 

12.  TamenimyKfutekert4iaeySi.BudeySLC 
each  of  which  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  establishing,  if  deemed 
expedient,  a  Branch  Society,  or  Association,  within  the  particular  district, 
and  of  affording  it  the  requisite  advice  and  assistance  when  estaUialied. 

.  XYIL  Each  District  Committee  shall  appdnt,  monthly,  one  or  more  of 
their  members,  to  attend  and  assist  at  the  Committee  Meeting  of  the  Branch 
S$eittyy  or  AstoeiaHmj  within  thor  district 

.  XVIIL  Each  District  Committee  shall  present,  monthly,  a  written  import 
to  the  General  Committee,  which  shall  specify, — 

1.  The  present  state  of  the  Branch  Soeictyy  or  jiuodaiimy  within  their 

diBtnct ;  with  the  names  of  those  members  of  this  Committee  who 

-  have  attended  the  Bremchy  or  Jaociationy  Committee: 

S.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  received  for  this  society,  with  the 

names  and  address  of  all  new  subscribers ;— with  any  oUier  requinte 

information. 

XIX.  In  the  appointment  of  every  District  Committee,  Sub-Committee» 
or  Deputation,  one  of  its  members  shall  be  deagnated  as  Seoetary  of  such 
Sub-Committee ;  to  whom  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  appointment  shall  be 
handed,  and  who  shall  give  any  requisite  notice  to  his  colleagues,  and  present 
the  reports  to  the  General  Committee. 

XX  Any  member  of  the  Committee  neglecting  to  attend  for  three  sue- 
cessive  months,  shall  be  reminded  by  the  Committee  .of  such  breach  of  the 
rules  of  the  society,  and  requested  to  state  whether  he  is  unavoidably  pre- 
vented fiilfilUn^  the  duties  of  his  office. 

XXI.  A  CoLLECToa.  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Committee;  who  shall  give 
•ecyrity  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  who  shall  not  keep  in  his  hands,  a 
■urn  exceeding /or(y  pounds.  He  shall  pay  over  the  whole  of  his  collections 
to  the  cash-aecretaiy,  by  whom  the  particulars  shall  be  entered  in  the  *  Sub- 
fpription  Book,'  and  the  funount  transmitted  to  the  treasurer.    The  coUectjor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BBCT.  ni.]  BY-LAWS  OF  THS  COMMITTBE.  IfiS 

ObfervAtiooB  od  the  By-LawB-^Time  of  meeth^. 

dttU  be  remunerated  by  an  aUowance,  not  exceeding^Siw  per  cent.  *  on  the 
amount  collected  by  him. 

XXII.  When  it  is  reported  by  the  collector,  that  any  subscriber  to  the 
Mdety  has  discontinued  his  or  her  subscription,  the  Committee  of  the  district 
within  which  such  person  resides  shall  endeavour  to  have  such  subscription 
renewed. 

XXIII.  The  respective  District  Committees  shall,  at  their  discretioOt 
canvas  their  districts  for  additional  subscriptions,  at  least  once  in  the  year. 

XXIV.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary  to  supply  every 
District  Committee  with  an  adequate  number  of  the  Annual  Beports,  as  pub- 
lished, for  the  suHscribers  resident  in  the  district,  and  a  few  for  circulation. 
He  shidl  also  send  twelve  copies  annually  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent 
Society. 

XXY.  No  new  By-Law  shall  be  proposed,  nor  any  existing  By-law  re- 
pealed or  altered,  without  one  month's  previous  notice  bdng  given,  and  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  alteration  or  addition  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

5.  Ohservaiions. 

I.  The  place,  day,  and  hour  of  the  committee  meeting 
should  be  selected  with  a  view  to  the  convenience  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  never  be  altered  without  sufficient  reason.  The 
importance  of  regular  and  punctual  attendance  has  been 
already  adverted  to,  in  the  preceding  section.  The  Minute 
Secretary  prepares  an  "  Agenda,** — See  Specimen^  Chap.-h 
Section  II. — which  is  laid,  with  a  copy  of  the  By-Laws,  before 
the  chairman,  at  every  committee  meeting.  In  county  soci- 
eties, and  in  all  cases  where  the  members  reside  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  place  of  meeting,  the  Committee 
will  find  it  advantageous  to  meet  at  twelve  o'clock ;  but  where 
a  more  limited  district  is  embraced,  the  evening  is  found 
more  suitable.  As  economy  cannot  be  too  strictly  observed 
in  every  part  of  the  svstem,  the  gratuitous  use  of  a  room 
should,  if  possible,  be  obtained. 

II.  While  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  are  read 
bv  one  of  the  secretaries,  his  colleagues  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed in  examiniiur  whedier  the  treasurer's  and  depositary's 
reports  be  accurately  filled  up,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
reports  of  the  preceding  month,  whicn  should  always  be 
preserved  in  a  Ouard-book.  Specimens  of  these  reports  will 
DC  inserted  in  Section  Y.  of  this  chapter.— It  should  be  dis- 
tinctly observed,  that  when  Bible  Associations  are  connected 
with  a  Branch  Society,  the  Auxiliary  Society  recognises  them 
only  through  the  medium  of  the  latter;  as  a  different  course 
of  proceeding  would  interrupt  the  order  and  harmony  of  the 
system.  Itismeprovinceof  the  chairman  to  conduct  the  business 

*  The  commiMion  to  the  coUector  should  never  exceed  Jtve  per  cent :  in  some 
sodelie^  U  is  considerabl/  less. 
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according  to  the  order  prescribed  in  the  IV th  By-Law ;  by  a 
strict  attention  to  which,  much  valuable  time  will  be  saved. 

III.  In  fulfilling  the  duties  specified  in  the  Ylth  By-Law, 
the  secretaries  wm  recollect  the  suggestions  already  offered 
in  Chapu  L  Section  Y L ;  and  never  si&r  die  amount  of  their 
orders  to  exceed  the  balance  at  their  credit  in  the  books  of 
the  Parent  Institution.  An  adequate  and  well-assorted  stock 
should  be  ah^ays  kept  in  the  local  depository ;  but  this  stock 
should  never  exceed  the  probable  aemand.  When  Bibles 
and  Testaments  are  delivered  to  a  Branch  Society,  or  Bible 
Aasociation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  die  secretaries  of  such 
society,  or  association,  to  inscribe  or  stamp  the  copies  with 
the  title  of  the  particular  institution  by  whicn  thev  are  issued 
to  the  public ;  and  thus  the  fitu^ility  of  detection,  m  the  event 
of  improper  disposal,  is  increased. 

lY.  In  the  choice  of  new  members  of  the  Committee,  the 
lAtimate  acquaintance  with  the  district,  derived  finom  the 
eiEertions  or  preceding  vears,  may  be  turned  to  a  profitable 
account,  by  enabling  toe  members  to  select  gentlemen  pro- 
perly qualified  for  the  important  office.  A  preference  should 
always  be  given  to  those,  if  suitable  in  other  respects,  who 
reside  in  that  part  of  the  district  which  most  requires  atten- 
tion. The  pliui  of  election  by  ballot  is  adopted  tti  the 
Parent  Committee,  and  is  recommended  as  the  most  unob- 
jectionable mode  of  admitting  new  members. 

v.  The  depositovy  should  be  estsUished  in  a  oentval  and 
Qpnvenient  situittiQii»  and  be  upAdx  the  eoiistaiit  eare  und 
superintendence  of  the  secretaries.  In  many  Auxiliary 
|Sk>ci^tie8  which  require  an  assistant  secretary,  the  same  indi- 
vidual acts  as  depositaxy  with  advantage  to  the  cause ;  aud^ 
}u  others,  the  depositary  is  remunerated  for  his  trouble,  by  a 
small  per-centage  on  the  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
sold  to  subscribers  under  their  privilege.  Where  the  gratuitous 
services  of  a  suitable  individual — a  bookseller  for  instance — 
can  be  procurec^  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  they  should 
be  gratefully  accepted;  unless  there  be  reason  to  fear  that  the 
libsence  of  responsibiUty  may  induce  neglect  Specimens  of 
the  depositary's  book,  and  the  secretary's  order,  will  be  found 
in  Section  V.  of  this  chapter. 

VI.  It  is  evident  that  the  time  of  a  Committee  may  be 
inore  profitably  occupied  than  in  the  examination  of  bills  ; 
and  that  this  necessary  duty  can  be  better  performed  by  two 
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or  three  gentleiiieii»  aoquaintecl  with  business,  and  appointed 
for  this  special  purpose.  If  the  bills  be  presented  at  one 
meeting,  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  referred  to  the  auditors^ 
Ibey  shoidd  be  returned  the  following  month,  either  signed  aa 
correct— in  which  case,  dieir  discharge  is  immediately  ordered,, 
by  minute — or  with  the  objections  noted  at  the  foot  of  the 
respective  accounts. 

VII.  The  Xlth  By-Law,  in  its  practical  tendency,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  whole  code.  The  arrangement 
of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Branch  Societies  and  Bible 
Associations  ought  always  to  be  made  in  concert  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, and  the  days  of  meeting  snould  not,  if  possible,  be 
altered.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  to  report  to  the  Committee,  monthly,  such 
meetings  as  &l\  in  course  within  the  ensuing  month:  the 
requisite  appointment  is  then  made,  and  a  copy  of  the  Minute 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Branch  Society  or  Association. 
A  due  consideration  of  this  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  and  of 
the  responsibility  which  attaches  to  those  who  are  pledged  to 
the  discharge  of  this  important  duty,  cannot  fail  of  drawing 
still  closer  the  ties  of  Christian  union  and  mutual  regard, 
while  it  strengthens  and  extends  the  general  interest  in  that 
great  cause  which  all  are  engaged  to  support 

VIII.  The  importance  of  selecting  a  suitable  person  a» 
Treasurer  has  been  adverted  to  in  the  preceding  section. 
This  siihjeot'  diemands  the  more  attention,  as  he  generally - 
aete  as  Chairman  of  the  Conunitlee,  where  his  prude«ee  and 
buewledge  of  business  are  of  material  consequence.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  define  the  balance  which  ought  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  a  treasurer;  but,  as  it  cannot  be^sup^ 
posed  he  accepts  the  office  under  any  view  of  deriving  pecu-t 
niary  profit  from  his  appointment,  and  the  Parent  Institution 
has  a  constantly-increasing  demand  on  the  funds  placed  at  itq 
disposal,  the  standing  balance  should  not  exceed  the  suni 
required  for  incidental  expenses. — On  closing  the  account^ 
at  the  end  of  every  year,  the  whole  of  the  balance  in  han4 
should  be  remitted  to  the  Parent  Society,  by  which  the  cash^c 
statements  will  be  rendered  more  clear  and  mtelligible. 

IX.  The  success  of  every  benevolent  institution  depends,  ii) 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  on  the  zeal,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
diKgence  of  the  Secretaries}  but  m  no  cause  are  these  valuable 
cju^tieamore  requisite,  than/m  that  o£  the  Bible  Society, 
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Nor  should  it  be  forgotten^  in  tracing  the  unexampled  pro- 
greni  of  diis  institution,  that  much  of  its  efficiency  nas  been 
deriyed  from  the  pie^,  the  talents,  and  the  disinterested 
services  of  nearly  two  thousand  gentlemen  of  extensive 
personal  and  load  influence,  who  ml  this  important  office 
within  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  who  have  still  further  illus- 
trated, in  their  respective  districts,  that  union  of  spirit,  and 
that  devotedness  to  the  object  in  view,  which  are  so  conspi- 
cuous in  the  secretaries  of  the  Parent  Institution. 

Although  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  an  Auxiliary  Society 
should  have  three  secretaries,  and  that  they  should  be  se- 
lected as  prescribed  in  the  Xlllth  By-Law,  many  establish- 
ments of  tnis  description  adopt  a  different  plan ;  some  having 
four,  or  even  six  secretaries;  others,  two ;  and  a  few,  only  one : 
—in  the  latter  cases,  especially,  an  assistant-secretary  is 
indispensable.  But  the  experience  of  the  best-organized 
societies,  the  example  of  the  Parent  Institution,  and  the  na- 
tural division  of  the  official  duties,  concur  in  strengthening  the 
recommendation  of  the  By-Law.  As  the  secretaries  are  the 
representatives,  not  only  of  the  local  societies,  but  in  some 
degree  of  the  Parent  Institution,  as  public  advocates  of  die 
cause,  they  should  be  selected  with  tne  greatest  care : — ^tiie 
suggestions  already  offered,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  suf- 
ficiently explam  the  author's  meaning. 

The  duties  of  the  respective  secretaries  may  be  thus 
drfUied:— 

1.  The  MiMUTB  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  rough  and  fair 
**  Minute  Books  ;'* — preserves  the  records  of  the  Society ; — 
conducts  the  business  of  the  Committee;— and  directs  the 
official  correspondence  with  the  Parent  Institution,  the  con- 
nected Branch  Societies  and  Associations,  and  individuals. 

8.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  **  Subscription 
Book"  and  <<Leger;" — ^receives  all  remittances  from  the 
connected  Branch  Societies  and  Associations,  and  the  col- 
lections from  the  District  Committees  and  collector ;— and 
presents  a  report  monthly  to  the  Committee. 

S.  The  BiBLB  Secretvv  takes  charge  of  the  "  Order  Book  ;"— 
superintends  the  Depository,  and  attends  to  the  state  of  tlie 
stock ; — ogives  and  receives  all  orders  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments;— and  examines,  monthly,  the  '<  Depositary's  Book," 
and  his  report  to  the  Committee. 

Specimens  of  all  these  BookSf  tsfc*  will  be  inserted  in  the  Vth  Sectien 
of  this  chapter » 

As-  the  Minute  Secretary  conducts  the  correspondence  of 
the  Society,  it  follows,  that  many  accounts  and  documents  are 
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addressed  to  him  which  appertain  to  the  departments  of  hia 
coUeagueSy  to  whom  they  snould  be  immediately  transmitted 
for  insertion  in  the  proper  book^  but  are  subsequently  returned 
to  him.  For  instance : — when  the  Minute  Secretary  receives 
irom  the  Parent  Institution  an  invoice  of  Bibles  and  Testa^ 
ments^  he  hands  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  by  whom,  and  the 
Depositary,  it  is  compared  with  the  books  received,  and  the 
particulars  entered  in  the  Depositary's  Book; — ^the  Bible 
Secretary  then  marks  it  as  ''  correct,  and  entered ;"  signs  and 
transmits  it  to  the  Cash  Secretanr,  by  whom  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  is  credited  K>r  the  amount  in  the  Leger ; 
and  the  invoice,  signed  as  "  entered,**  is  returned  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  by  whom  it  is  preserved* 

By  a  strict  adherence  to  system,  the  duties  of  a  secretary 
become  hght  and  pleasant,  and  occupy  considerably  less  time 
than  may  appear  necessary  for  their  regular  discharge.  The 
proceedmgs  of  the  Committee  should  be  transcribed  into  the 
*'  Fair  Minute  Book,**  as  soon  as  possible  after  each  meeting; 
and  a  copy  of  every  Minute  requiring  attention  sent  imme- 
diately to  the  party  whom  it  concerns :— an  attention  to  this 
point,  however  apparently  trivial,  will  materially  tend  to  the 
order  and  reralarity  of  the  socie^.  If  the  secretaries  mee^ 
monthly,  half  an  hour  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  Com- 
mittee, it  will  considerably  facilitate  the  proceedings. 

In  reference  to  the  XV th  By-Law,  it  may  be  ob^rved,  that 
**  special  meetings'*  should  be  avoided  as  mudr  as  possible* 
AU  the  meetings  of  a  Committee  are  important;  but  it  should 
only  be  on  extraordinary  occasions  that  the  members  are  spe-> 
ciaOy  convened. 

X.  It  will  be  evident  to  the  reader,  that  the  XV Ith  By-Law 
is  simply  an  extension  of  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  Eighth 
general  Rule ;  and  which  is  thus  applied  to  the  permanent 
arrangements  of  the  society.  By  tms  division  or  labour- 
assigning  to  every  separate  part  its  particular  and  defined 
duty,  and  making  each  responsible  K>r  its  allotted  portion 
alone — the  pressure  is  equally  felt  throughout  tiie  whole,  and 
no  spring  in  this  moral  machinery  is  overloaded ;  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  specific  duty  is  acquired;  and,  as  this  is  seen 
to  be  essentially  requisite  to  the  good  order  and  welfare  of  tiie 
whole,  the  interest  is  constantly  kept  aUve.  The  business 
assigned  to  one  cannot  be  delegated  to  another,  without  inter- 
rupting the  general  harmony ;  and,  at  every  monthly  meeting, 
the  Committee  have  a  dear  view  of  the  separate  and  combined 
results  of  dieir  system. 
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In  defiidiig  the  several  diistrictB,  reference  should  be  had  to 
their  comparatiye  extent  and  population;  and  the  division 
should  be  as  equal  as  local  circumstances  admit     Parochial 
boimdaries,  as  being  generally  recognised,  afford  a  tolerably 
'  correct  idea  of  the  mode  to  be  pursued ;  aldioug^  an  extensive 
parish  may  be  advantageously  divided,  or  two  or  more  Mnall 
ones  united  in  the  sane  district    The  number  and  load  con- 
venience of  the  members  likewise  deserve  consideration  in 
these  arrangements;  which  should  be  prepared  by  a  Sub- 
.  Conunittee,  and  subsequently  revised  by  tne  General  Com- 
:  iiitttee  before  they  are  finally  adopted.    In  every  di8CU8si<m 
.  connected  with  this  sul^ect,  the  ultimate  establishment  (^  an 
Association  in  each  district  should  be  constantly  kept  in  view. 

The  division  having  been  agreed  on,  and  the  boundaries 
-  of  evety  district  accurately  defined  on  separate  sheets  of 

Siper  and  entered  on  the  minutes  in  numerical  order,  the 
istrict  Committees  are  appointed ;  and  one  of  the  members  of 
each  is  nominated  as  district  secretary,  to  whom  the  paper 
'  containing  a  specification  of  the  district,  the  names  and  ad- 
dress of  his  colleagues,  and  a  few  forms  of  the  ''  monthly 
report,"  are  handed ;  and  he  is  henceforward  considered  as 
the  official  organ  of  such  DisMct  Committee.  To  him  the 
secretaries  transmit  all  reports,  papers,  and  other  documents 
for  the  use  of  his  district;  and  from  him  all  requisite  informa- 
tion is  expected  relative  to  its  state,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  society  within  its  boundaries. — Considerable  advantage 
will  be  derived  from  the  frequent  meeting  of  District  Com- 
mittees, especially  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Committee,  in  order  to  draw  up  their  monthly 
report, — a  duty  which  shoidd  never  be  deferred  to  the  last 
moment. — The  mode  of  establishing  and  organizing  Branch  So- 
cieties and  Associations  will  be  detailed  in  their  proper  order. 

XI.  Although  the  XVIIth  By-Law  provides  only  for  the 
attendance  of  "  one  or  more  members"  of  the  District  Com- 
mittee at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  the  Branch  So- 
ciety or  Association,  it  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  members 
should,  if  possible,  attend  regularly,  and  thus  give  the  be- 
nefit of  their  countenance  and  experience  to  those  highly  im- 
portant institutions,  with  whose  actual  state  they  will  thus  be- 
come more  intimately  acquainted. — This  is  the  more  neces- 
sary in  reference  to  the  XVIIIth  By-Law ;  as  the  ''monthly 
report" — a  specimen  of  which  will  be  inserted  in  the  Vth  Sec- 
tion of  this  chapter?— should  convey  the  unanimous  sentiments 
of  the  District  Committee  on  every  subject  it  embraces. 
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Advantages  of  eonalaiit  intereoune  nith  the  Assodations. 


The  advantages  derived  froin  tliis  constant  ihtercourl^e  of 
the  membera  of  an  Aujsiliary  Committee  wRh  those  of  their 
connected  Associations,  are  incalculable.  Many  of  the  Disr* 
trict  Committees,  may  be  occasionally  stren^ened  by  deputa- 
tions firom  the  General  Committee^  as  locid  or  temporary  oii^ 
cimistances  seem  to  require  it:  and  as  all  the  members  of  thfe 
latter  are  entitled  to  attend  the  Committees  of  die  subordinate 
societies,  Ihis  privilege  may  be  rendered  a  source  of  benefit  and 
«ati8faction.^-«By  the  intimate  connexion  thus  preserved  and 
•cttldvated,  the  spirit  of  the  system  is  maintained  inviolate ;  the 
identity  of  plan  and  operation  secured;  and  information^  eneou<^ 
ragement,  and  strength,  mutually  acquired  and  communicated. 

xiL  While  the  respect  which  is  due  to  rank,  character, 
and  influence,  should  never  be  lost  sight  o^  their  possessors 
should  be  placed  in  the  list  of  honorary  officers,  rather  than 
on  the  Committee,  unless  they  can  devote  some  portion  of 
thebr  time  and  attention  to  the  regular  business  of  the  society. 
l¥here  this  union  is  rendered  subservient  to  the  interests  of 
the  cause,  no  appointment  can  be  more  suitable ;  but  it  is  un- 
deniable, that  nominal  strength,  in  a  Committee,  is  not  un« 
frequently  found  to  be  real  weakness. — To  ascertain,  and  pre- 
serve the  number  of  efficient  members,  i»  the  object- of  the 
XXth  By-Law. 

xiii.  In  some  few  Auxiliary  Societies  the  annual  subscrip- 
tions are  collected  by  the  liistrict  Committees;  and  were 
economy  the  only  guide  to  be  considted,  this  plan  might 
be  recommended  for  general  adoption.  But  the  importance 
of  collecting  regularly,  and  the  difficulty  of  findmg  gen- 
tlemen who  nave  sufficient  time  at  their  command  to  attend 
to  this  business  at  the  precise  period,  renders  it  neces- 
sary to  emplov  a  collector,  whose  services  the  Committee  can 
command,  and  whose  interest  and  duty  are  equally  concerned 
in  exciting  him  to  promptitude  and  regularity.  There  are, 
however,  many  instances  of  individuals  who  have  declined 
cubscribing  when  called  upon  by  a  collector,  but  who  have 
cheerfully  given  or  continued  their  support,  when  subset 
quendy  odled  on  by  their  respectable  neighbours  or  acquaint* 
ance,  who  were  more  competent  to  give  any  requisite  expla^ 
nation.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  XXIId  and  XXIIId  Bv- 
liaws  have  proved,  in  their  practical  operation,  extremely 
useful ;  and  the  distribution  of  the  annual  reports,  as  prb« 
vided  for  by  the  XXIVth  By-Law,  affi:)rds  a  favourable  op- 
portunity for  extendingB  knowledge  of  the  cause,  and  an  in- 
terest in  its  success.    The  drcuktiov  •f  die  '^  brief  view," 
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Facility  with  which  Societies  maj  be  e8taUi8bed.»Provi«ioiud  Committee. 

**  compendium/'  "  monthly  extractSi"  and  other  authorised 
publicadons  of  the  Parent  Institution,  has«  also  been  found 
eminently  beneficial  on  these  occasions. 

xiY.  Although  the  Committee  have  no  power  to  make 
any  change  in  the  fiindamental  rules  of  the  society^  they  are 
perfectly  competent  to  make  any  requisite  alteration  in  those 
minor  laws  which  resulate  th^  own  proceedings.  But  no- 
thing can  be  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  a  Society 
than  the  frequmt  alteration  of  its  rules,  which  should  never 
take  place  wimout  the  most  deliberate  consideration!  and  the 
consent  of  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  Committee. 


&  When  Branch  Societies,  or  Associations  cpnducted  by 
gentlemen,  are  established  in  connexion  with  an  Auxiliary 
Society,  the  following  additional  By-Law  may  be  adopted 
with  great  advantage : — 

*^  That  the  presidents,  treasurers,  and  secretaries  of  the  Branch  Sodetaes 
and  Gentlemen's  Associations  in  connexion  with  this  society,  be  ex-^ffieh 
members  of  this  committee. 


SECTION  IV. 

THE  MODB  OF  ESTABLISHINO  AND  ORGANIZING  AN 
AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

1.  It  has  been  well  observed,  in  reference  to  the  establish- 
mentof  Bible  Institutions,  that  **  no  place,  where  the  blessings 
of  the  Gospel  are  known,  needs  any  thing  to  engage  its  inha- 
bitants in  this  cause,  but  necessary  information  S[)out  such 
societies,  and  an  active  individual  to  take  a  lead  in  the  mea- 
sure.**  So  important  is  the  object,  so  simple  the  design,  and  so 
replete  with  blessings  the  whole  system,  that  benevolence  and 
Christianity  rejoice  over  it  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means 
ever  suggested  for  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  the 
human  race. 

2.  When  one  or  more  individuals  are  disposed  to  co-operate 
widi  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  conceive  that 
an  Auxiliary  Society  may  be  established  in  the  district  where 
they  reside,  tibeir  first  business  should  be,  to  obtain  the  con* 
currence  and  aid  of  a  few  respectable  and  suitable  persons  of 
local  influence,  and  to  form  themselves  into  a  Provisional  Com" 
miitee;  of  which  one  of  the  most  active  and  prudent  members 
should  be  appointed  secretary.  The  duties  tlutt  devolve  on 
this  Committee,  which  should  meet  at  least  weeklyi  and  oftsnetv 
if  ooDvenient,  may  ba  thus  defined:^* 
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'  I.  To  acquaint  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  with  the 
measure  in  contemplation,  and  the  extent  and  population  of  the 
district  proposed  to  be  included  in  the  projected  society;— and  to 
request  a  supply  of  those  publications  which  have  been  found  useful 
on  similar  occasions. 

II.  To  adopt  means  for  ascertaining  by  personal  inquiry  the 
state  of  the  district  with  respect  to  the  want  of  Bibles  and  Test»- 
ments,  and  enter  the  results  on  their  Minutes. — In  reference  to  this 
aubject,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  even  if  a  district 
be  adequately  supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures,  it  furnishes  no 
argument  against  the  formation  of  the  intended  society,  whose 
sphere  of  operation,  through  the  medium  of  the  Parent  Ihstitution, 
is  co-extensive  with  the  world,  the  state  of  which  has  been  already 
described  in  Chap.  I.  Section  X.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  safely 
be  presumed,  that,  in  direct  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  tlie 
Bible  is  possessed  and  studied,  will  the  duty  and  desire  be  felt  to 
impart  the  same  blessing  to  all  mankind.  Experience,  however,  has 
exhibited  a  melancholy  proof,  that  even  in  our  own  country  the 
extent  of  the  deficiency  was  awfully  great ;  and  as  there  are  nu- 
merous individuals  whose  countenance  and  support  may  be  given 
principally  on  this  ground,  the  investigation  is  highly  important. 

III.  The  Provisional  Committee,  havine  received  from  the  Parent 
Society  a  supply  of  those  publications  viliich  explain  and  illustrate 

.its  design,  should  lose  no  time  in  circulating  them  with  prudence 
.and  discretion.  **  The  Brief  View,"  and  '*  the  Compendium/' 
«s  containing  a  condensed  summary  of  its  .proceedinRS,  may  be 
generally  distributed  with  advantage ;  and  the  sheet  edition  of  the 
iMlroirable  letters  of  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the 
paper  entitled  <<  Episcopal  T^timonies,"  may  also  be  transmitted 
to  the  more  respectable  inhabitants.*  The  Annual  Reports  of  the 
society  should  be  leni  to  those  individuals  whose  active  services  are 
solicited. 

IV.  To  prepare  the  list  of  officers  and  committee. — The  indivi- 
duals selected  for  president,  vice-presidents,  and  treasurer,  should 
be  waited  on  by  deputations  from  the  Provisional  Committee,  and 
tlieir  consent  solicited.  The  importance  of  a  judicious  choice  in 
tliese  appointments,  and  in  those  of  the  secretaries  and  the  commit- 
tee, has  been  already  adverted  to  in  the  two  preceding  sections; 
and  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended. 

V.  To  draw'  up  an  address  to  be  read  at  the  general  meeting  for 
the  establishment  of  the  society. — This  should  embrace  a  brier,  but 
explicit  view  of  the  nature,  design,  and  proceedings  of  the  Parent 
Institution,  and  a  statement  of  the  results  of  the  investigation 

•  ■  ■  jn      ■      .         I  ■    ..  .   ,  .       •       ,,  ■  — * 

-  *  A»  all  tiiMe  Papers  will  be  Included  in  the  Appendix,  the  retder  will  be 
enebM  «o  edapt  hit  aelection  to  load  oixcumitaDcef. 

Iff   ■ 
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AflsiBtance  of  Parent  Committee  should  be  noliclted. 

recommended  m  the  second  paragraph  of  this  divLsion  of  the  sectiion. 
In  some  cases,  this  address  has  been  printed  and  circulated  previous 
to  the  general  meeting ;  and  in  others  it  has  been  altogether  dis« 
pensed  with :  the  advantages,,  however,  which  have  attended  the 
plan  in  numerous  instances  justify  its  reconunendation. 

vi.  When  those  preliminary  measures  are  sufficiently  matured, 
which  will  generally  be  the  case  in  three  or  four  weeks,  the  pre- 
sident, or  in  his  absence  another  individual  of  distinction  and 
influence,  selected  as  chairman,  should  be  consulted  on  the  most 
convenient  day  for  the  general  meeting,  of  which  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee should  be  informed,  and  tlie  assistance  of  the  secretaries  be 
requested  In  the  mean  time,  a  Sub-Committee  of  two  or  three 
gentlemen  may  be  appointed,  to  engage  a  suitable  place  for  the 
meeting,  and  to  see  that  it  is  properly  prepared;  and  the  provisional 
secretary  may  draw  up  the  order  of  proceeding,  and  transcribe  the 
several  Resolutions,  leaving  blanks  for  the  respective  movers  and 
seconders. 

VII.  The  time  and  place  being  definitively  fixed,  the  next  busi- 
ness is  to  give  every  publicity  to  the  intended  meeting,  by  means 
of  placards,  hand-bills,  and  advertisements; — ^to  invite  the  neigh- 
bouring clergymen,  ministers,  and  other  respectable  and  eligible 
persons,  to  take  psut  in  the  proceedings ; — and  to  appoint  different 
Sub-Committees,  of  three  or  four  members  each,  to  receive  the 
visitors  and  accommodate  the  audience,  enter  the  names  of  sub- 
scribers in  books  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  by  the  secretaries, 
and  attend  with  plates  to  receive  contributions  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  The  several  blanks  in  the  rules  recommended  for 
adoption  should  then  be  filled,  and  the  Provisional  Committee 
be  adjourned  to  the  morning  of  the  day  appomted  for  the  G«i«ral 
Meeting. 


The  following  is  the  Form  of  the  Books,  or  Pftpers,  used  for  the 
purpose  of  entering-  Subscribers*  Names,  to  be  subsequently 
{landed  to  the  Secretaries,  with  the  amount  collected. 


Name. 


Residence. 


Donation. 


Ann.  Subscript 


Paid,  or  out 


jfir. 


d. 


The  following  Order  of  Procesdimos  will  be  found  suitable 
at  Meetings  convened  for  the  Estoblishment  of  Auxiliary  Bible 
Societies:—  .      .  .     ^» 
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ORD£R  OF  PROCEEDINGS  at  the  General  Meeting. 

A.  B.  moves,  and  C  D.  aeconda,  that  E,  F.  be  requested  to  take  the  chair. 

I.  Tkt  Ckavnman,^  will  open  the  buriness  of  the  meeting,  bj  stating 
the  olgect  fi>r  which  it  is  called  together ;  and  com- 
clude  by  referring  to  the  address  of  the  Proviaional 
Committee.* 


9.  G.H.  {9Mofth» 
gtntlemwm  to  he 
jprtpoitdat  ieere" 
farief) 

^JJC.(0m00/tk€M' 
eretariei  or  agenit 
^theParetUSo- 

if  notf  a  foniU- 
man  acquamUd 
wUk  the  iubfect) 

4.  JLJU. 


pnritt  read  the  address  of  the  Provisional  Committee. 


^wiU  address  the  meeting,  on  the  nature,  tendencj* 
and  effects  of  the  Bible  Society. 


5.  M  O. 


e.p.g. 


7.  J^s.. 


will  move  the  Resolution  Ko.  1— 

*•'•  That  the  object  and  constitution  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  the  cordial  appro* 
bation  of  this  meeting ;  and  that  a  society  be  now 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  wil^  that  in« 
stitution ;  of  which  the  following  shall  be  the  Rules 
and  R^uhitions.'*— [.Sm  Section  II.  of  thU  Chapter : 
the  Sixteenth  Rnte  ehemid  be  omitted^  at  it  conteme  the 
objects  o/eubtequeni  tmd  tpecifie  motioHt,} 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  I, 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  S^- 

'*  That  this  meeting  gratefUlly  acknowledges  the 
liberal  manner  in  which  Sie  presidency  of  this  society 
has  been  accepted  by  E*  F.,  and  that  he  be  hereby 
elected  President  accordingly.'* 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  3. 

The  mover  having  put  the  question, 
will  acknowledge  the  Resolution. 

will  move  the  Resolution  Na  3— 

'*  That  this  meeting  acknowledgeswith  gratitudethe 
manner  in  which  the  following  respected  individuals 
have  accepted  the  office  of  Vice-Presidents ;  and  that 
they  be  hereby  elected  Vice-Presidents  accordingly.** 
[Here  insert  the  names  ^  those  gentlemen  who 
have  accepted  the  qfice.} 

*  If  no  addms  be  prepared,  the  ChairmaD  generally  refers  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  or  agenu  of  the  Parent  Society,  who  is  immediately  followed  by  the 
Moven  of  the  Resolution  No.  1. 

m2 


9.  TheO^mrmem^ 


9.  T.  U.^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164 


AUZILIART  SOCIETIES* 


[coAP.  m 


Order  of  Proceedings  at  the  General  Meeting. 


10.  r.^. 


11.  X  y:  (one  •/the 


IS.  SS.  A. 


IS.  K.L.^ 


t4.M.N.. 


15.  O.  P. 


IC  jQLJfc, 


17.  &  r. 

la  lAf'.--- 


will  flecond  the  Motion  No.  3. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  quertfon^ 
will  acknowledge  the  Besdution  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  colleagues. 

will  move  the  Resolution  No.  4— 

^^  That  jB.  C  be  Treasurer,  and  D.  J?.,  F*  &.,  and 
H,  L  J<unt-Secretaries  of  this  institiition ;  and  that 
the  following  gentlemen  be  members  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  with  power  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  in  their 
number,  viz." 

[Here  intert  the  namei  ef  the  gentlemem  cempoeimf 
the  Committee*} 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  4* 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  5— 

'^  That  this  meetinpf  acknowledges,  with  cordial 
satisfiution,  the  judiaous  zeal  and  activity  mani- 
fested by  the  Provisional  Committee,in  arranging  the 
important  business  of  this  day." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  5. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  6 — 

'^  That  while  this  meeting  acknowledges  the  obli- 
gation  under  which  it  is  placed  by  the  valuable  ser- 
vices  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Parent  Society,  it 
gladly  embraces  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to 
congratulate  the  Committee  of  that  institution  on 
the  astonishing  success  with  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  blessed  their  exertions,  and  the  unin- 
terrupted harmony  and  union  which  have  charac- 
terized all  their  proceedings." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  6L 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  7 — 

^'  That  the  cordial  and  respectftil  thanks  of  tiiis 
meeting  be  presented  to  E-E  for  his  attention  to 
the  busmess  of  this  (by,  and  for  his  conduct  in  the 
chair." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  7* 

The  mover  having  put  the  question, 
will  acknowledge  the  Resolution;  refer  to  the  gentle- 
men  who  aze  placed  at  the  doors  to  receive  -con- 
tribatioOB  and  to  enter  the  names  of  subscribers ; 
and  adljoam  the  neetfasg  to  the  day  ^edfied  in  tiia 
rkirteenth  RulSb 
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Orgaiiij»tion  of  Committee.— l^eflolutions  of  Fhnt  Committee  Meettng. 

■  ..  r 

4  The  mode  of  establishing  the  society  having  been  de- 
tailed, it  is  necessary  to  describe  that  internal  organization  of 
the  Committee  without  which  no  extensive  or  permanent 
success  can  be  anticipated.  It  has  been  already  intimated 
that  the  Committee  should  meet  on  an  early  day ;  and  it  will 
be  found  advantageous  if  the  members  can  be  convened  on 
the  day  immediately  succeeding  the  General  Meeting,  and 
the  secretaries  or  agents  of  the  Parent  Society  be  invited  to 
attend.  The  secretaries  should  send  timely  notice  to  every 
member,  and  make  the  necessary  preparations,  by  engaging  a 
suitable  room  and  adopting  such  other  measures  as  may 
facilitate  the  proceedings. 

6.  The  following  Resolutions  will  be  found  to  embrace  all 
tW  business  usually  transacted  at  the  First  Meeting  of  the 
Committee : — ^they  should  be  entered  in  the  Rough  Minute 
Book,  in  the  order  of  iheir  adoption,  by  one  of  the  secretaries. 

At  the  First  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  the  — —  of  ■  IS—: 

PHB8EKT  i 

j#.  B.  in  the  Chair, 

C  />.,  E*  F.,  and  (?.  H.^  Yidton, 

And  the  following  Members  of  the  Committee : 

[Here  hutrl  the  wtmet  tf  tkM*  prtwent :] 

'  The  Chainnan  having  read  the  Resolutions  <tf  the  General  Meeting, 

held  — *-  instant,  it  was  hzsoltkd— 

1.  That  the  followinff  Code  of  Bj-Laws  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 

this  Committee ;  and  that  the  secretaries  be  authorised  to  get  100  copies 

printed,  and  to  send  one  to  each  officer  and  member  of  the  Committee ;  y\z. 

[Here  nueri  the  By-Laws  recommended  in  SecHam  IIL  e/  tkie  OapUrf 

«r  euek  medifieaiien  ef  them  tu  may  he  adopied.'\ 

%  That  the  duties  of  the  secretaries  be  thus  defined— 
i>.  j&  to  be  Minute  Secretary : 
F.  G,  to  be  Cash  Secretary :  and 
H.  /.  to  be  Bible  Secretary:* 
and  that  they  be  authorised  to  procure  the  requisite  aceount4>ookB,  Com« 
mittee  notices,  forms  of  reports,  and  other  papers,  fi»  the  use  of  the 
society. 
-Z*  That  the  sphere  of  this  society  be  divided  into  the  foDowing  districts ; 

[Here  tpeeify  dietmeify^  in  numerieoi  order^  the  several  diehieU^  as  rteamm 
mended  m  Obaervatitm  x.  SecOen  III.  of  this  Chapter.] 

4.  That  the  following  be  the  respective  District  Committees ;  viz. 

District,  Na  1.— ^.  il.,  CZ>.,   and  E.  F, and  that  ^.  B.  be  District 

Secretary. 

[Here  specify  the  other  District  Committees  in  the  same  mamnery  and  nomi- 
note  a  secretary  of  eachy  as  recommended  in  Ohservation  x.  Section  III.] 

•  For  a  more  full  explanation  of  these  duties,  respectively,  see  OlMcmtion  iz« 
Section  III.  of  this  Chiqpler. 
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Besolutioifis  adopted  at  the  First  Committee  Meeting. 

^-  -  ^1  "  I  II  - 

.  5.  That  the  aeveral  District  Committees  be  requested  to  commence  an 
immediate  canvas  of  their  res^iectiye  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
subscriptions  and  donations  from  the  inhabitants:  and  that  the  Minute 
Secretary  furnish  the  secretary  of  each  district  with  a  book  properly  ruled 
for  entering  subscribers'  names,*  and  the  requirite  number  of  the  address 
and  printed  papers  explanatory  of  the  design,  for  circulation. 

6.  That  the  several  IMstrict  Committtees,  while  engaged  in  fulfilling  the 
immediate  object  of  their  appointment,  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  most 
&vourable  situations  for  the  establishment  of  Branch  Sodetiea  and  Bible 
Associations,  and  include  the  result  in  their  Monthly  Reports. 

7.  That  the  Minute  SecretaTy  be  authorised  to  get  500  copies  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  printed,  with  the  names  of  the  Officers  and  Com- 
mittee  annexed,  and  send  twenty  copies  to  the  Secretary  of  each  District; 
Committee  for  distribution,  and  a  copy  signed  by  the  President  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Society. 

.   The  Cash  Secretary  having  reported  that  the  amount  collected  at  the 
General  Meeting  was, 

In  Donations «...   £.—  ;  «.•  :  -^ 

Annual  Subscriptions —:.»:.. 

Contributions  in  the  Plates     •     ...<•..       .^  :  ^^  i  .^ 


Total    . 


It  was  RESOLVED — 

8.  That  the  said  sum  of  £. —  :  — • :  —  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

9.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  the  sum  of  jS.—  t  -^  :  — >  on  Moiety 
Account,-)-  and  request  that  the  adcnowledgment  of  all  remittances  may 
be  addresssed  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  and  that  the  orders  of  the  Bible  Secre- 
tanr  may  be  duly  recognised. 

[The  Names  and  Address  of  the  respective  Secretaries  should  he  communis 
cated  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  Depositary  of  the  Parent  Society.] 

10.  That  fi.i^.,  D^C^  and  F.  £.  be  a  Sub-Committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port  to  the  next  meeting  the  most  suitable  place  for  establishing  a  depo-. 
sitory,  and  also  the  name  of  an  eligible  person  to  act  as  Collector.  B»  A.  to 
be  Secretary  to  this  Sub-Committee. 

11.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  be  authorised  to  procure  a  stamp,  for  the 
purpose  of  marking  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  with  the  designation 
of  this  society. 

12.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  apply  to  the  Depositary  of  the  Parent- 
Society  for  a  r^ular  supply  of  300  copies  of  the  **  Monthly  Extracts  of 
Correspondence ;"  and  that  they  be  delivered,  at  the  dose  of  every  committee 
meeting,  to  the  District  Committees,  for  distribution. 

13.  That  U*  G;  K-  /•,  and  Af.  L-  be  appointed  Auditors  for  the  present 
year.  , 

14.  That  this  Committee  do  adjourn  to  the of ,  at o'clock 

precisely.     [Here  insert  the  day  and  houry  according  to  the  FUrst  By-Law.] 


•  These  books  should  be  of  ocUto  sise,  and  ruled  according  to  the  fona 
recotninended  ia  page  162. 
t  ^^  *<^  expUnauon  of  this  account,  tee  Chap.  I.  Section  VI. 
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Buties  of  the  Secretaries  after  a  Committee  Meeting. 

.6.  By  strict  attention  to  order  and  regularity^  the  whole  of 
this  business  may  be  considered  and  arranged  at  the  primary 
meeting  of  the  Committee ;  but  should  any  difficulty  arise^ 
the  iipmediate  subject  of  discussion  maybe  referred  to  a  Sub- 
Committee,  and  the  General  Committee  should  adjourn, to 
receive  their  report  This  is  the  more  important,  as  the  al- 
teration of  one  part  of  the  regulations  now  mibmitted  will 
frequently  require  a  corresponding  alteration  in  others,  which 
it  will  be  difficult  to  make  without  deranging  some  important 
portion  of  the  system* 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  the  Mi- 
nute Secretary  should  send  copies  of  the  several  Resolutions 
tp  the  individuals  whom  they  respectively  concern,  as  sug- 
gested in  the  ixth  Observation,  Section  III.,  annexing  his 
signature,  officially,  to  each ;  and  a  form  of  the  Mjonthly 
District  Report  (see  Specimeriy  Section  V.)  to  each  District 
Secretary.— vThe  notices  of  the  next  meeting  should  be  sent  to 
the  members,  at  least  two  or  three  days  previous  to  that  on 
which  the  Committee  are  to  meet — The  Minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  should  be  transcribed  into  the  "  Fair  Minute  Book ;" 
in  the  first  page  of  which  the  names  of  the  members  should  be 
entered,  wit|i  columns  to  denote  their  attendance^  as  recom- 
mended in  the  Specimen,  Section  V.;  and  an  Agenda*  be 
prepared,  to  lay  before  the  Chairman  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Committee. 

7.  The  re^rular  business  of  the  Secon^i  Meeting  is  embraced, 
by  the  followmg  Minutes.  It  will  be  perceived  they  are  num- 
bered successively  after  those  of  the  first  committee  meet- 
ing, the  last  resolution  of  which  was  14;— by  this  plan  of 
continuing  the  numbers  consecutively  throughout  the  book^ 
any  Minute  b  easily  referred  to,  and  muca  valuable  time 
saved,  t 

At  every  Committee  Meeting,  the  Minutes  should  be  first 
read  connectively ;  and,  when  confirmed,  the  business  arising 
out  of  each  should  be  successively  considered.  It  is  the  Chair- 
man's duty  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  other  business 
until  that  immediately  before  the  Committee  is  disposed  of,  and 
a  Minute  regularly  aidopted,  and  entered  by  the  secretary. 


•  See  flpedmm,  p.  10. 

t  If  two  or  tfaiee  pages  At  the  end  of  the  Minute  Book  Im  used  M  en  iBilex^o 
the  Minutes,  the  fadlltj  of  reference  wiU  be  still  greetcc 
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Proceedings  of  the  Second  Committee  Meeting. 


At  the  SecandMe^big  oftthe  Committee,  held of    ,  ■  mi  la^'i 

jt.  B.  in  the  Chair ; 
And  those  Members  whose  names  are  marited  off  in  the  list 
The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  having  been  read,  it  was  bssolves-^ 

15.  That  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed.  * 

16.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  1st  Minute 
bad  been  complied  with;  and  thatCopies  of  theBj-Laws  were  now  on  the  table, 
for  the  supplj  of  anj  of  the  members  who  had  not  received  those  intended  for 
them. 

17.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  reqaisite  account-books^ 
^rms'of  reports,  and  other  papers,  had  been  procured,  punnant  to  the 
9d  Minute.  And  that  he  had  sent  to  the  secretary  of  each  District  Com- 
mittee a  ruled  collecting-book,  forms  of  the  District  Monthly  Beport,  anct 
a  supply  of  printed  papers  for  circulation,  pursuant  to  the  5th  Minute. 

1.8.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  7th  Minute  had  been  com* 
plied  witb^  and  that  copies  of  the  Rules  and  R^^tions  were  on  the  iable» 
£>r  those  members  who  wished  for  a  further  supply. 

19.  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  8th  Minute  had  been  complied 
with. 

30.  The  Caah  Secretary  produced  an  admowledgment  signed  by  the  A6> 
countant  of  the  Parent  Society,  for  the  sum  of  £.— — ,  on  Moiety  account^ 
voted  by  the  9th  Minute;  and  reported,  that  he  had  entered  the  same  to  the 
Debit  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  to  the  Credit  of  the 
Treasurer. 

SI.  B,  A.^  on  behalf  of  the  Sub-Conunittee  appointed  by  tiie  lOth  Sfinult^ 
presented  the  foUo^wing  Report ;  Vi&  ^ 

"  To  the  Conmiittee  of  the  ■  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  > 

*^  We,  your  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  examine  and  report  relative  to 
the  most  suitable  place  for  establishing  a  depository,  and  the  most  eligible 
person  to  act  las  collector,  have  made  particular  inquiries  relative  to  both' 

subjects,  and  unanimously  recommend  y.X.  of  No.  — -^  ^^t —  Street,  who 

has  tendered  his  services  as  gratuitous  Depositary.  The  same  individual 
ofiers  to  engage  aa  Collector,  at  an  aUowanoe  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  donationa 
and  annual  subscriptions  received  by  him ;  and  proposes  the  security  of  O.  A^ 
imd  j9.P.  for  the  trust  reposed  |in  him.  He  will  be  in  attendance  thb  ev6n<« 
ing;  to  give  any  fiirther  explaxuition  which  the  Committee  ma^  require. 

B.A. 
" of 18—  I}.C^ 

The  said  Report  having  been  twice  read,  and  considered,  it  was  resolved-^ 
83.  That  the  recommendation  of  the  Siib-Conuaaittee  be  adopted;  and  that 

y.  Z^  be  hereby  appointed  Depositary  and  Collector  of  this  society,  on  hia 

hftti^mg  to  the  Minute  Secretary  the  requisite  security. 

*  Unless  any  correction  be  necessary;  in  which  case  the  Minute  requiring  al- 
teration must  be  ezoeptsd.  For  instance ;  if  any  change  in  the  appointment  of  one 
of  the  District  Conunittees  be  requisite,  the  15th  Minute  should  be  thus  ex- 
pressed :  *<  Hiat  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  4tb  i*^ 
and  the  necessary  correction  is  made  when  the  three  preceding  Minutes  are  dit? 
posed  of. 
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Pn>ceediiig8  of  the  Stcmd  Committee  Meeting. 

S3.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  amusge  with  the  Depositary  the  mode  ef 
keepinff  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  the  accounts  of  xeceipts  md 
delirenes. 

84.  That  the  Cash  Secretary  fiimish  the  Depositary  with  a  list  of  fbe 
subscribers  entitled  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  reduced  prices, 
'specifying  their  respective  extent  of  privilege. 

85.  The  Bible  Secretary  reported,  that  the  I  tth  Minute  was  complied  With. 

86.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  18th  Minute  was  comj^Ued 
with ;  and  that  800  copies  of  the  last  number  of  the  ^  Monthly  Extraeli 
of  Correspondence"  were  now  on  the  table. 

87.  The  Treasuner  preseiited  his  monthly  report^  by  which  it  appeared, 
that 'the  baknce  now  in  his  hands  i3  £'^. — > 

88.  The  depositozy.nQt  heing  yet  opened,  no  report  was  presented  from 
the  Depositary. 

89.  The  reports  of  the  District  Committees  having  been  failed  for,  in 
n»ular  order,  were  severally  presented  an^  *  read:  ymen  it  was  resolved— 
That  the  said  reports  be  received. 

30.  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  amount  paid  in  by  the  re- 
spective District  Committees  at  the  present  meeting,  is  as  follows : — 


District  KM.    « 

DooatloiU.  ;. 

Jln».SalMerip(. 

Total. 

£.   s,  'd: 

»     0     0 

•  '£r\  d. 

19  18     0 

£.    s,    d 
35  18     0' 

D». 

..•  3.    •    •    .    i    •    . 

10  10     0 

5  15    6 

16    5    6 

D*. 

^  3.    •    ♦    .    .    .    . 

8     !{     0 

26  10    0 

28  12    0 

D». 

^  4.    .....     . 

•w  —  — 

11  11     0 

U  U    0 

D». 

M.  5.      •     •     •     •'     ..    1 

'-;.  —  —* 

81  10    0 

81  10    0 

D*. 

...  fl. 

iS  6  0. 

18  18    0 

S3  18    0 

D*. 

^.  r.  .....   . 

80    0    0 

80  10    0 

40  10    0 

D*. 

«..&•..    n    .     . 

12  la  0 

36    7     6 

48  19    6 

D». 

-  9. 

—  ^'-. 

10  10    0 

10  10    0 

D*. 

*..ia  .....* 

'  5*  b    0 

28     1     0 

27    ^    0 

D*. 

...11 . 

r  ^   0 

13  13    0 

21     0    0 

D*. 

M.18*       .       k       t      ,•       «       • 

Total    .    .  £, 

10    0    0 

7    7     0 

17     7     0 

105  11     0 

817    5    0 

382  16    0 

BESOLVSD— 

31.  That  the  said  sum  of  388/.  l6t.  be  paid  oyer  to  ^e  treasurer. 

32.  The  Third  District  Committee  having  reported,  that  there  isa  £ivom« 

*  When  any  District  Committee  omit  to  present  a  repitrt,  the  following  Rcso^ 
lotion  Bhould  be  adopted,  and  a  copy  tent  to  the  district  secretary :  **  Hie  — — • 
Dittrict  Committee,  having  omitted  to  present  a  ropoft  this  month,'  the  memben 
are  eameslly  revested  to  be  more  dreumspect  in  future^  as  the  weUare  of  the  so^ 
piety  depends  on  a  stri^  adhetcnpe  to  the  rqles." 
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Proceedings  after  the  Committee  Meeting, 
ble  opening  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  Association  in  their  district ;  it 

was  RBSOLVED,— 

That  /?.  5.,  r.  ^.,  and  W.  X,  who  have  kindly  offered  their  services,  be 
added  to  the  Third  District  Committee,  until  this  desirable  olgect  be  accom- 
plished ;— that  the  District  Secretaiy  arrange  an  earlj  daj  of  meeting  with 
his  colleagues,  and  give  notice  to  the  secretaries ; — and  that  the  Minute 
Secretary  supply  the  Third  District  Committee  with  an  adequate  number  of 
cojues  of  the  ^^ Advantages,"*  and  such  other  papers,  explanatory  of  the 
design,  as  may  appear  necessary. 

Sdi  The  Cash  Secretary  presented  the  following  bills  :— 

Af.  N.  for  expenses  of  fitting  up  Town^uOl  for  the 

.  :                General  Meeting £JS    3  6 

O.  P.  for  printing  and  advertising 2  16  4 

Cash  Secretary,  tor  postage  and  incidental  expenses  .  13  8 

The  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  auditors. 

34.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
•  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  the  sum  of  J^.*— r-  on  Moiety  account. 

35.  That  this  Committee  adjourn  to  the, — of  — ,  at  —  o'clock  precisely. 

8.  Before  the  resolution  of  adjournment  is  moved,  the 
Minute  Secretary  should  distribute  the  **  Monthly  Extracts** 
and  other  papers  laid  on  the  table.  It  will  also  save  conside- 
rable time  and  trouble,  if  the  members  of  District  and  Sub- 
Committees  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded, 
monthly,  to  make  their  arrangements  for  meeting,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  objects  of  their  appointment  At  Sie  close  of 
the  Committee,  the  auditors  may  make  any  requisite  inquiry 
of  the  secretaries,  &c.  relative  to  bills  referred  to  them :  and, 
as  the  collector  is  generally  in  attendance  on  these  occasions, 
any  necessary  instructions  may  be  given  to  him. 

9.  After  every  Committee  Meeting,  the  Minute  Secretary 
proceeds  according  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  6t)\ 
division  of  this  section.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  charge  of 
the  treasurer's  report,  and  the  reports  of  the  District  Com- 
mittees; and  after  making  the  requisite  entries  in  his  books, 
marks  each  as  '^  entered,**  and  returns  them  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  by  whom  they  are  pasted  in  the  Guard-book,  in 
which  the  Depositary's  reports  are  also  preserved.  As  all 
these  reports  are  placed  in  their  order  of  date,  the  greatest 
facility  of  reference  is  attained.  It  will  be  recollected,  that, 
by  the  XlVth  By-Law,  the  secretaries  are  ex-offido  mem- 
bers of  all  Sub-Committees,  and  conseouently  ofthe  respec- 
tive District  Committees;  their  occasional  attendance  at  which 
has  been,  in  numerous  instances,  of  considerable  advantage* 
It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  observe,  that  this  at«» 
tendance  should  never  supersede  the  diligent  discharge  of 

*  See  Appendii,  No.  VII. 
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Minute-Book,  and  Observations  thereon. 


their  more  immediate  official  duties,  on  which  the  welfare  of 
the  society  so  materially  depends :  but  prompt  and  systema- 
tic attention  will  leave  many  hours  of  leisure  unemployed  by 
these  duties,  which  may  be  profitably  appropriated  to  the 
more  local  details  of  the  society.  The  secretaries  of  a  Bible 
Society  should  always  exhibit  a  practical  illustration  of  that 
maxim,  '^  fVhatsoever  thy  handfindeth  to  doy  do  it  with  all  thy 
might.'*  ^ 

As  the  society  may  be  considered  as  completely  organized 
at  the  Second  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
follow  it  through  the  subsecment  stages.  The  specimen  of 
the  Minute  Book,  in  Section  V.  of  this  Chapter,  contains  the 
requisite  Minutes  in  reference  to  an  anniversary  meeting  of 
the  society ;  and  any  additional  observations  which  are  consi- 
dered necessary  will  be  submitted  in  Section  VIL 


SECTION  V. 

THE  FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS,  AND  THE  MODE  OF 
KEEPINa  THE  ACCOUNTS. 


*•*  In  oil  tkt  Specimttu  eontamed  in  tkit  Section^  the  entriei  in  Itaiia  an 
to  be  considered  as  Manuscript* 

NO.  I. — ^MINUTE  BOOK. 

1 .  The  Rough  Minute  Book  requires  no  particular  observation,  it 
being  designed  only  to  insure  the  neatness  and  regularity  of  die 
Fair  Minute  Book,  into  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  are 
transcribed  immediately  after  every  meeting. 

2.  The  most  convenient  size  for  the  **  Fair  Minute  Book"  is 
large  post  quarto;  and  if  it  contain  four  quires  of  paper,  ruled  with 
faint  lines,  it  will  serve  for  several  years.  It  should  be  bound  in 
stout  calf,  and  lettered.  Six  or  eight  pages  at  the  beginning  may 
be  ruled,  according  to  the  following  Specimen,  to  contain  a  register 
of  the  attendance  of  the  members :  viz. 


NAMES.   1821. 

Jmn. 

F«b. 

Mur. 

Apr. 

M.y 

June 

Jaljr 

Au». 

Sepi. 

Ocl. 

Not. 

D«c. 

A.S,Trea8wrer 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

D.KMimaeSeered', 

P- 

P» 

P- 

P- 

p. 

p. 

pi 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P,G,CashStto,,,, 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

H,L  Bible  ditto,... 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P- 

P- 

P- 

CD. 

/>• 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

E.F.  ..... 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

P- 

J»' 

P- 
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Proceedings  of  the  Committee  in  reference  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 

'  When  the  Minute  Secretary  calls.oyer  the  list  at  the  hour  spect- 
fied  in  the  By-Laws,  a  blank  is  left  in  the  column  of  the  month  op- 
posite to  the  name  of  every  member  who  does  not  answer ;  and  thus 
the  three-fourths  who  are  eligible  for  re-election^  by  the  Fifteenth 
General  Rule,  is  easily  ascertained. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  is  ruled  throughout,  so  as  to  leave  a 
margin  about  an  inch  in  width/  for  the  numbers  of  the  Minutes. 

S.  The  following  Specimen,  in  addition  to  the'  Minutes  of  the 
First  and  Second  Committee  Meetings,  contained  in  the  preceding 
tSection,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  mode  of  conducting  this  part 
A>f  the  business,  while  it  explains  the  measures  adopted  in  reference 
to  the  annual  meeting. 

It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  Minutes  are  those  of  an 
■Auxiliary  Society,  with  which  a  Ladies'  Branch  is  connected ;  and 
that  this  latter  institution  holds  its  annual  meeting  jointly  with  that 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society.  It  would  be  superdubus  to  insert  those 
Minutes  which  relate  to  the  regular  business  of  the  Committee,  and 
which,  as  a  matter  of  course,  precede  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

.  43a  The  Minute  Secretary  having  reminded  the  Committee  that  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  aocietj  &Ua  in  course,  according  to  the  Fourteenth 
General  Rule,  on  the of  the  ensuing  month ;  it  was  resolved — 

That  ^.jB.,  CD.,  and  J?.F.,  be  a  Sub-Committee,  to  engase  a  suitable  place 
Ibr  the  annual  meeting,  and  to  see  it  properly  prepared  for  the  occasbn.— 
'jf.B.  to  be  secretary. 

431.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  the  annual 
report,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting.* 

43^  It  appearing  that  the  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands  is  2.  __.- 
and  tiiat  the  stock  (S  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  the  state  of  the  society,  jus* 
tify  the  vote ;  resolved^ 

That  the  treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  the  said  sum  of  £,  —- — .  to 
the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  general  ob» 
jects  of  that  institution,  no  return  being  required  thereon. 

43d.  The  Gash  Secretary  havii^  presented  the  sum  of  £,  — —- —  as  a 
contribution  from  the  Liadies'  Branch  of  this  society  for  the  general  object  of 
;fche  Parent  Institution;  resolved— i 

That  the  said  sum  of  £.  '     be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer ;  and 

that  he  be  requested  to  remit  the  Aime  to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  a  contribution  firom  the  Ladies*  Branch,  no  return 
being  reqiured  thereon. 

434.  That  the  auditors  sulMnit  to  the  acljoumment  of  this  meeting  an 
abstract  of  the  treasurer's  account  for  the  year  ending  SlstmstantfSignedby 
them^  after  having  been  compared  with  the  Cash  Secretary's  books. 

435.  That  the  Bible  Seo^tary  submit  to  the  a^oumment  of  this  meet- 
lag  a  statement  ef  the  Depositary's  receipts  and  deliveries  fi>r  the  year  endhig 
Slat  instant^  and  of  the  stock  then  on  hand. 


*  This  inportaot  doty  does  not  neeessmrify  devolve  on  one  of  the  ttcrataiiis* 
«or  is  it  always  cooflded  to  an  indiridual ;  but  the  plan  bcra  recommended. wiU^ 
generally,  be  found  the  most  expedient. 
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436.  That  the  Minute  SecMttiy  addtwt  a  letter  to  the  Fresident, 
requesiing  he  wfll  tike  the  chair  at  the  iimiial  meeting ;  and  that  he  also 
invite  the  serend  Vioe-Presidento  to  attend  on  the  occasion.  ^    • 

437.  That  the  Minute  Secretaiy  address  a  letter  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Parent  Society,  soliciting  the  attendance  of  one  or  more 
of  the  Secretaries  of  that  institutbn  at  the  annual  meeting;  and  that  he  also 
invite  the  following  gentlemen :  *  vis. 

[Here  foUow  «A#  Nam§$.] 

43S.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  inform  the  Committee  of  the  Ladies' 
Branch  of  the  tune  fixed  fyr  the  annual  meeting;  and  request  thenr  fiimish. 
ing  him  with  their  annual  report,  to  be  read  immediately  after  that  of  this 
society,  and  a  list  of  the  officers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  * 

439.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  present  to  the  witjoumment  of  tfiia 
meeting  a  list  of  those  members  who  are  eligible  for  re-election  on  tba 
Committee;  and  that  the  ballot  for  the  election  of  new  members  to  be  pro« 
posed  to  the  General  Meeting  begin  at' —  o*clock  precisely. 

440.  That  the  secretaries  be  a  Sub-Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
IMiblicity  to  the  annual  meeting,  by  means  of  placards,  hand-bills,  and  adver« 
tisements ;  and  that  they  send  an  adequate  number  of  hand-bills  to  every 
District  Committee  for  circulation. 

441*  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  ao  order  of  pre* 
oeedingt  for  the  annual  meeting,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  acQoumment  of 
this  Cmnmittee. 

44S.  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  a  Sub-Committee  -of  acsdmaM^ 
Nation,  to  receive  the  president,  vice-presidents,  and  visftors,  and. attend  to 
the  order  and  convenience  of  the  company. — \Her9foUeiw  ike  nmiu§  of  wsw 
mgki  memheriy  sa«  tf  whom  it  ftommated  seereiar^J] 

443.  That  &  J7.,  /.  AT.,  L.  AT.,  and  MO.,  attend  with  plates  to  receive 
contributions  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

444.  That  the  Cash  snd  Bible  Secretaries  attend  to  receive  subscribers* 
names  at  the  dose  of  the  meeting. 

445.  That  this  meeting  a^oum  to  the  of  next  moiith,^  at 
o'clock  precisely,  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  secretaries  and  auditin% 

and  finally  arrange  the  preliminary  business  of  the  General  Meeting. 


NO.  II. — SUBSCRIPTION  BOOK. 

1.  This  book  18  of  the  same  size  with  the  Fair  Minute  Book,  and 
should  be  strongly  bound  and  lettered.  It  is  designed  to  be  a 
register  of  all  the  individual  contributors  to  the  society,  and  to  save 
the  time  and  space  which  would  be  required  were  an  account 
opened  for  each  in  the  Leger.  To  facilitate  the  reference  to  any 
particular  name,  it  is  cut  in  the  form  of  an  alphabetical  index ;  from 
four  to  ten  folios,  or  double  pages,  being  allotted  to  each  letteti 
according  to  order. 


•  It  may  not  be  improper  to  ohsei^e,  that  the  poelage  of  all  letters  contsiiiliig 
invitations,  or  reUtxve  to  the  businsM  <^  the  society,  should  be  paid  by  the  Cash 
'fiecrstary,  who  includes  such  charges  in  a  qnuutsrly  account  of  incidental 


t  Jhm  orfer  of  pr eeesdiBg  Is  inisrtsd  at  fta  end  of  thfti  section. 
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Observations  thereon. — Leger.-^Mode'of  keeping  tHe  various  Accounts. 

2.  The  following  Specimen,  from  the  portion  of  the  book 
allotted  to  A,  contains  the  entries  on  the  left-hand  page ;  and  as 
die  opposite  page  is  ruled  in  like  manner,  omitting  the  columns  of 
<<  name*'  and  **  residence,*'  the  whole  folio  exhibits  the  state  of  the 
subscription  for  five  years. 


NAME. 


RESIDENCE. 


When 
paid. 


Donations 


Annual 
3abscr. 


When 
paid. 


Donat. 


AnouKi 
S^t>»cr. 


Wm, 
Angier,  Mrs. 
Angel,  Thomcu 
Au6reg,H8nry 
Atkins,  Thomas 
AtSehssiuh  John 
ABman,  Dr. 
Anthong,  Copt, 


17, Broad  Sirset 
Richmond  Place 
ColbertHouse  .. 

Bank 

West  Street..., 
Castle  Street.., 
King'e  Square  . . 
Parade  Place  . . 


1819. 
HSept 


23 


39 

30 


£.  e.  d 
10  10  0 

6    60 
30    00 

3  30 
10  10  0 
6    0  0 


\e.e, 

1  1  0 
330 
1  1  0 


1830. 
•IQSept. 


e.e.d 
6  60 


330 
\IQ  ^Oet. 
1  1  0 

330 


66  0 


£.e.d 
1  1  0 
330 
1  1  0 
330 
33  0 
1  1  0 
i  10 
330 


^  S.  From  this  book  the  Cash  Secretary  annually  transcribes  the 
list  which  is  given  to  the  collector;  who  returns  an  account  of  hu 
receipts,  with  the  names  of  all  subscribers  who  have  paid :  the 
requisite  entries  are  then  made  in  the  column  of  the  year  by  the 
Cash  Secretary,  who  includes  the  amount  received  in  his  Monthly 
Keport  to  the  Committee.  When  the  collector  finally  returns  his 
list,  it  is  compared  with  the  Subscription  Book;  and  the  names  of 
those  subscribers  who  appear  to  have  declined  are  handed  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Districts  within  which  they  respectively  reside^ 
pursuant  to  the  XXIId  By-Law. 


NO.  III. — LEGER. 

1.  This  book,  should  be  of  folio  size,  containing  about  four 
quires,  strongly  bound  and  lettered.  Instead  of  being  ruled  in  the 
common  form — the  Debit  side  occupying  one  page,  and  the  Credit 
side  the  opposite — the  whole  account  may  be  on  one  page,  by 
which  a  considerable  saving  will  be  effected.  Many  Auxiliary 
Societies  keep  a  Cash-Book  in  addition  to  the  Leger ;  but  this,  it  is 
submitted,  is  an  unnecessary  source  of  expense  and  trouble,  as  the 
latter  may  be  so  arranged  as  to  answer  every  purpose  of  a  Cash 
Book ;  and  thus  all  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  society  will  be 
concentrated  in  the  Legei;,  and  the  reference  be  materially  facili- 
tated. 

2.  In  order  to  exhibit  the  mode  of  keeping  the  various  accounts, 
the  following  Specimens  are  supposed  to  be  extracted  from  the 
Leger  of  a^  society,  which,  in  addition  to  a  Branch  Society  and 
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Spedmen  of  Account  with  Treasurer. 


Association,  has  likewise  a  Ladies*  Bfanch  connected  with  it.  In 
opening  the  respective  accounts,  care  should  be  taken  to  allot 
several  folios  to  each,  that  the  necessitv  of  frequent  reference  to  a 
distant  folio  may  be  obviated.  An  alphabetical"  index  should  be 
kept  inside  the  cover. . 

The  society  in  question  is  supposed  to  have  been  some  time  esta^ 
blished,  akid  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  September: — the  accounts 
are  consequently  balanced  on  the  31st  of  August.  The  entries  of 
the  last  six  months  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  subject. 


3.  SPECIMEN  OF  THE  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 


D'.    ji.B.  Treasurer  of  the 


•  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    C^ 


1820. 

7Mar. 
9  June 
7AHg. 


ToCoMh 

DiUo 

DUto 

DUto 

DUto 

Ih,  fromLa-\ 
dUg'BnmcAi 


MB. 
39 

87 
.83 
117 
129 

136 


£.     s.  d. 

1370  10  0 

100    0  0 

213  16  4 

130    I  1 

371    3  6 

500    0  0 


^.|3644  10  11 


1820. 
UMar, 

\7Apr, 

10  Jim. 

^Amg. 


BfBritUFbrngn'i 
BiNeSoeieiyi 

JoknBrmoH,,,, 

Ceuh  Secr9i€try 

Brit.^ Foreign  > 
Bible  Society  y 


JameeSmiiA . 


BritfcPhreign7 
Bible  Society  S 

B:  OH  account  qf\ 
Ladiee'BraneAS 


MB. 
36 


84 

131 
133 

148 

144 


£,  e,  d. 

1300  0  0 

8  7  6 

4  8  9 

400  0  0^ 

96  4  6 

7  7  4 

408  8  6 

600  0  0 


£.  2644  10  II 


It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  plan  here  recommended  is  founded 
on  the  presumption  that  all  the  pecuniary  concerns  are  transacted 
throuj^h  the  medium  of  the  Treasurer,  by  which  the  greatest  possible 
simplicity  is  given  to  the  accounts. 

The  column  headed  MB.  is  designed  to  contain  the  numbers 
of  the  Mmutes  which  authorise  every  payment  to  or  by  the  Trea- 
surer. ^ 
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Spedmen  of  Account  with  Parent  Sociefy. 

4.  SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  PARENT  INSTITUTION. 

D'.              The  British  tod  Foreign  Bible  Sodety.               C'. 

1820. 

MB 

£.     s.  d. 

1820. 

DB.    £.    «.  d. 

UMar. 

RemittancB^ 
on  Purchate  > 
Account  ...^ 

95 

tm  0  0 

2Apr. 
10  June 

ByBthIe9^T88t». 

Moiety  of  Re- 1 
ndttance,.,) 

1 
1 

117  14    3 
900    0    0 

la/iM 

Ih.  on  Moi'  I 
et^AccountS 

D^.fno  return  1 
rtqmrod)    ) 

B4 
143 

400    0    0 
403    8    6 

17  — 
I  Aug. 

31 ...:. 

Bibies  it,  Tests., 

Ditto      Ditto 

General  Okfect.'} 

RwrehaeeAcct.  j 

1 
1 

188  18  .4 
788  15    0 

403    8    5 
204  19    6 

onPurehaael 
AccowU,..^ 

;e. 

DUtoonMoietyl 
Ajccount 5 

• 

£. 

900    0    0 

9103    8    5 

2103    8    6 

i«^. 

204  19    6 

Do.onMoieiy'i 
Account,,  S 

980    0    0 

The  figures  in  the  column  MB.,  on  the  Debit  side,  denote  the 
numbers  of  die  Minutes  which  authorise  the  remittances ;  and  those 
in  the  column  DB.,  on  the  Credit  side,  the  folio  of  the  '<  Deposi- 

3's  Book'*  which  contains  the  particulars  of  the  invoice  of  Bibles 
Testaments  reoeived.  The  entries  at  the  Credit  side,  under  the 
head  of  <'  Generad  Object,"  exhibit  the  amount  annually  appro- 
priated to  this  purpose.— Thus  £.400  having  been  remitted  on 
Moiety  Account,  in  the  year  ending  Slst  of  August,  and  the  Aux- 
iliary Society  having  a  claim  under  the  Ninth  General  Rule  to  a 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  one-half  this  amount,  the  othef 
moiety,  with  the  sum  of  403/.  85.  Sd.  specifically  voted,  goes  for 
the  general  apd  Foreign  purposes  of  the  Parent  Institution. 
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Spedmeiw  of  Account  with  a  Branch  Society,  and  a  Bible  Association. 


^.  SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 
D'.  The ^ Branch  Society.  O. 


1820. 
94  Am 


D*.  t  D»,  . . . 

ptoporiwit  > 
^  Moiety  i 
AecomU  ,,j 


DB. 


1 


£.    9.d, 

47.18.4 
81.16.8 

66.  8.0 

8.  9.8 


144.19.8 


1820. 
9Jum 
%Jufy 


ByCaeh, 


Do,  OH  aeoomit 

the A996- 

ciatiomfor 
hkeamdTuta- 


woumtof^ 

-   A990-I 

xfor  Bi-\ 
uiTuta-i 


r  BalMnee  due . 


MB. 

82 


116 


£.    «.  d. 
113.10.0 

81.16.8 


144.19.8 


8.  9.8 


The  figures  in  the  column  DB.  on  the  Debit  side,  refer  to  the 
folio  of  the  **  Depositary's  Book'*  which  contains  Uie  particul^Trs 
of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered ;  and  the  entries  in  the 
column  MB.  on  the  Credit  side^  denote  the  respective  numbers 
of  those  Minutes  which  recognise  payments  by  the  Branch  Societyc 

The  connexion  between  an  Auxiliary  Society  and  a  Branch 
Society  is  precisely  similar  to  that  between  the  former  and  the 
Parent  Institution,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  Section  VI. — 
A  moiety  of  the  amount  remitted  is  consequently  appropriated  annu* 
ally  to  the  general  object,  unless  it  be  made  on  purchase  account,  for 
the  supply  of  an  association  in  connexion  with  the  Branch  Society; 
when  the  whole  amount,  if  required^  is  returned  in  Bibl;^  and 
Testaments  at  cost  prices*      _ 

6.    SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION, , 


D'.            The 

I 

iible  Association. 

C'. 

1820. 

11/tMr 

TeHamenisS 

Gemf,OV^ 
BiUaneeduB 

DB 

1 
1 

£, 

£,    #.  dt 

37.19.4 

90.13.4 
10.10.0 
6.14.4 

1820. 

9/1P10 

7  Aug, 
\8ept. 

By Ca$k ,.,,, 

JHtto 

MB. 

8S 
138 

£. 

£.    «.  d. 

45.  ().0 
90.  0.0 

7  Aug, 
81  ... 

Ih.   (no  retuml 

required)...  $ 

By  BdhAee  c&itf  . . . 

10.10.0 

76.10.0 

76.10.0 

6.14.4 

The  references  in  the  columns  DB.  and  MB*  are  explained  in 
the  observation  under  the  preceding  Specimen* 
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specimen  of  Account  with  a  Ladiefl'  Bnach  Society. 


The  connexion  between  a  Bible  Associatioa  and  an  Auxiliarj(y 
or  Branch,  Society,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pecuniary  transactions^ 
is  simply  Mb  : — The  Association  has  a  claim  for  the  return  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  at  cost  prices,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  mon^ , 
remitted,  for  the  supply  of  its  local  necessities ;  but  is  at  liberty  to 
appropriate  its  surplus  funds,  or  any  portion  of  them,  in  aid  of  the 
general  object.  The  assistance  derived  from  this  comparativdj 
humble  source  is  very  considerable,  and  may  be  expected  progres- 
sively to  increase,  as  the  wants  of  our  own  population  become  satis-* 
^ed.  There  is  something  peculiarly  attractive  in  this  view  of  the. 
subject :— we  here  behold  the  tendency  and  practical  effects  of  the 
system;  and  in  contemplating  the  triumphs  orthat  Christian  charity, 
under  the  influence  of  which  the  poor  man  cheerfuUy  contributes 
his  weekly  penny  that  some  benighted  heathen  may  possess  the 
holy  scriptures,  we  are  led  to  consider  what  personal  sacrifices  we 
have  made ;  what  indulgence  we  have  relinquished ;  and  how  far  we 
have  co-operated  in  promoting  the  cause  of  our  Qon  and  Saviou|i. 


7.    SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  LADIES'  BRANCH. 
iy.      Ladies'  Branch  of  the Auxiliary  Bible  Society.      C, 


1820. 
4  Jfoy 


Ih^ibfeg  and'i 


16. 
Sl^iV< 


GmertdO^ect 


DB 

1 
1 


£. 


t.  s.  d:|lg20. 
75.16.10  ^  -M«r. 


96.  9.  2 

600.  0.  0 
458.  4.  0 


1070.10.  0 


7  Aug: 


I  Sept. 


M9 


ByCaahfCmPur-'i 
ckoMAetoumiy 

>,  1>. 

D*.  (no  return  \ 
required),.,  3 


ByBo/^MMC&M.. 


The  references  m  the  columns  DB.  and  MB.  have  been  al- 
ready explained  in  the  observation  on  Specimen  5. 

The  constitution  of  a  Ladies*  Branch  of  an  Auxiliary  Society 
will  be  fully  explained  in  Chapter  VII.— It  is  only  necessary,  in 
explanation  of  this  specimen,  to  observe,  that  it  constitutes  the 
medium  of  communication  between  llie  several  female  associations 
of  an  extensive  district  and  the  Auxiliary  Society ;  and  that  it 
possesses  an  unlimited  right  to  purchase  at  cost  prices,  on  behalf  of 
the  connected  associations,  for  the  supply  of  the  local  wanU.  As 
the  depository  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  is  always  in  the  same 
town,  that  or  the  Ladies'  Branch  does  not  require  an  extensive 
stocky  as  it  can  be  supplied  from  time  to  time  according  to  the 
demand.  The  assistance  given  to  the  general  cause  by  the  Ladies' 
Bkanchet  of  the  Liverpool,  Plymouth,  Manchester,  Hull,  and  New« 
castle SocietieS|WiU  be  moredistinctly  adverted  to  in  the  properplaqe. 
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Specimen  of  Aocoimt  with  Subscribers ;— and  with  Collector. 


8.    SPECIMEN  OF  THE  PRIVILEGE  ACCOUNT. 


P'.  Annual  Subscribers  to Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    C. 


1820. 

SlJIfar. 

To  8alu 
Month 

•.,*i 

jnJpr. 

/)•. 

J)-.... 

ZlMay 

Ih. 

D*.... 

SO/toM 

Ih. 

/)•.... 

Zl'My 

/>•. 

Ih... 

ZiAng. 

D-. 

D-.... 

D.a 


^. 


.i6.e 

.14.9 

.11. 1 

'  .11.2 
.13.3 


4>  7.  4 


1820. 
12Apr. 

9  June 
SJufy^ 
7  Aug. 
31 


By  Cot*.  Tf^    I 
Depositary,  J 

^.  jD».  .... 

/)•.  Ih. .... 
/)•.  !>•..... 

2>^2>* 


MB.  £.  j;  4 


36 

47 
83 
116 
196 
141 


1.  0.7 

.14.9 
.11.1 

.n.d 

.13.3 


4.  7.4 


The  figures  in  the  columns  DB.  and  MB.  hare  been  already  ex- 
plained. 

Where  Bible  Associations  are  established  and  properl^r  con« 
ducted,  tlie  members  of  Auxiliary  Societies  will  fina  little  if  any 
occasion  to' avail  themselves  of  tlieir  privile^  of  purchasing  at  re- 
duced prices.  They  have  only  to  refer  applicants,  or  poor  persons, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Association,  or  one  of  its  members ;  and  if, 
on  personal  investigation,  they  appear  suitable  objects^  they  are 
recommended  accordingly. 

It  is  worthy  the  serioua  consideration  of  those  who  are  in  the 
.habit  of  exercising  this  privilege,  how  far  they  interfere  with  the 
design  of  Bible  Associations^  while  they  diminish  the  resources  of 
.the  parent  Institution. 


9.  SPECIMEN  OF  THE  COLLECTOR'S  ACCOUNT.       ; 
D'.     E.F.  Collector  of  the Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    O. 


.1820. 
VFA. 

tl  May. 


Ddnaiione  %  f 

Su^eenptione?^ 

thie  month  ) 

Ditto  Ditto 

DittoDitto 


SB. 

78 

78 
78 


£.    e.  d, 
126.16.0 

160.  0.0 
65.  0.4 


;r.  641 .16.  4 


1820. 
7Mar. 

\%Apr. 
9  June 


By  Cash  per  Cash  7 
Secretary, $ 

Ditto     Ditto 
Ditto     Ditto 


1MB 
91 
36 


e.   e.  d 

436.16.0 

160.  0.0 
66.  0^ 


;r.  641. 16.4 


n2 
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Spedmen  of  Account  of  Inddental  Expenses. 

The  figures  in  the  column  SB«,  on  the  Debit  side^  refer  to  a 
monthly  summary  at  the  end  of  the  **  Subscription  Book/'  in 
which  the  Cash  Secretary  enters,  from  the  Collector's  list,  the  total 
amount  received  that  month.  The  references  in  the  column  MB. 
have  been  already  explained.  As  all  payments  are  made  by  or-* 
ders  on  the  IVeasurer,  Uie  Collector's  poundage  is  included  in  ^'  In* 
cidental  Expenses.'^         ^ 


10,  SPECIMEN  OF  ACCOUNT  OF  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


D^ 

iD 

Incidental  Exipei 

tises. 

c\ 

1820. 

' 

MB. 

£.  «.   d. 

1820. 

Fo. 

£.  «.   iL 

Apr.17. 

J.B»mam,PrmUr 

(UukSecr0Uny,7 

99 
39 

3.  7.  6 

4.  8.  2 

Aug^h 

88 

41.  S.  a 

4IV-8. 

RF.,Colbctar,, 

131 

96.  4.  6 

""•• 

Ja^.  Smith,  Ac- -1 
count  Bookt^f 
Papers  for^C 
A99ociatiotu  J 

133 

7.  7.  4 

- 

£. 

41.  3.  6 

41.  2.  6 

The  entries  in  the  column  MB.  on  the  Debit  side,  refer  to  the 
Minutes  authorising  those  respective  payments ;  and  that  in  the  co- 
lumn Fo.  on  the  Credit  side,  to  the  folio  of  the  Leger  containing  a 
copy  of  the  annual  audited  account,  which  forms  the  next  spe* 

cimen. 

It  will  be  found  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  Auxiliary 
and  Branch  Societies,  to  defray  the  expenses  attending  the  esta- 
blishment and  organization  of  their  connected  associations ;  not 
only  on  the  grounds  of  economy — ^which  should  always  be  studied 
^but  because  it  will  promote  that  mutual  confidence  and  good  un- 
derstanding so  essential  to  success.  It  is  eventually  the  same  thing, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  whether  an  association  remit  50/., 
after  paying  51.  for  account  books,  &c.,  or  remit  55L,  and  have  the 
51.  paid  by  the  Auxiliary  Society ;  but  it  is  of  material  importance 
that  an  association  should  commence  iu  important  labours  without 
any  weight,  except  that  of  obligation  to  the  society  with  which  it  ia 
connected. 
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Annual  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Fajmehts. 


11.  SPECIMEN  OF  AN  ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 
ly.     jt.B.  Treasurer  of  the Auxiliary  Bible  Society.     C\ 


1819, 
^iv.3l. 

to 

1820, 

Jlav.31 


Ammai  StAtcriptuma 

Branch  8oeittf;inM. 

On MmefyAcet.. 11^  Id  0 
On  Purcka99  ditto  Z\  16  8 


—  AM9oeiation;  cits. 
OnPwrckaaaAcct,,^  0  0 
ForQtnmralOlQeet  10  10 


TU  LadiM^  Branch;  viz. 
OnPurekAeet,..SrO  10 
FhrGmi.Oifect,SO(^   0  0 


Sal$$  to  SnitcriBerg , 


£.  s. 
641.16. 
707.14. 


1819, 

4]Lf«V*31- 
to 

1820, 
lty.31. 


144.13.  8 


76.10.  0 


1070.10. 
4.  7. 


£.  9644.10.11 


17y  M«  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society;  vig, 

^^;^;^ji3000 

On  Moiety  Account,  400  0 

For  Genera  /  (Mif  00^,  403  8 

ForI>.Jrom^\ 
Ladiee'Branchi 


6000C 


Jbtcidental  Expeneee  t^ 
Printing,  Poetage,  Co. 
kctor'e  Poundage,    Ac-^ 
count  Books,  Cairrtaget  "^ 
BOke,  &0.&0.... 


£.    «.  d. 


2603.  8.  6 
41.  9.  6 


t  9644.10.11 


*  Siei^/Jvgtuty  1880. 


.1.1 

IL.J 


H. 
K. 
M.L. 


Auditors. 


A  few  folios  at  the  end  of  the  Leger  are  appropriated  to  these 
annual  statements^  which  should  be  regularly  signed  by  the  Audi- 
tors, who  Dresent  a  copy  of  each  to  the  Conunitteey  for  insertion  in 
the  Annual  Report,  pursuant  to  the  Xth  By-Law.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  this  statement  is  equivalent  to  the  balance-sheet  4)f  a 
common  leger. 


NO.  r^.— BIBLE  secretary's  ORDER  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  may  be  about  the  size  of  the  <<  Subscription  Book," 
(No.  2.  of  this  Section) ;  but  made  to  open  lenethwa^s,  like  a  mer- 
chants Bill-book.  It  should  be  half-bound,  and  the  rorms,  of  which 
it  wholly  consists,  printed  on  strong  paper. 

II.  Those  who  are  concerned  in  conducting  the  practical  details 
of  Bible  Societies^  are  aware  of  the  importance  as  well  as  diffi- 
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culty  of  preserving  a  regular  and  correct  account  of  the  receipts 
and  deliveries  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  ;  owing  aiike  to  the  simila- 
rity of  appearance  which  different  editions  present,  and  to  the  want 
of  a  suitable  form  for  orders  and  bills  of  parcels.  These  are,  gene- 
rally, made  out  on  loose  pieces  of  paper,  and  no  check  is  provided 
by  which  their  accuracy  is  ascertained.  Hence  the  great  difficulty 
of  making  the  stock-account  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
apparent  difference  which  often  exists  between  an  Auxiliary  So- 
*ciety*s  statement  of  the  issues,  and  thestatenoentsof  its  connected 
societies  and  associations,  as  to  the  aggregate  number  of  copies  re« 
ceived.  This  difference,  it  is  true,  is  comparatively  trifling ;  and 
more  frequently  relates  to  the  description  of  Bibles  or  Testaments, 
tlian  to  the  total  number  received ;  but  it  must  be  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned  to  have  a  plan  by  which  the  risk  of  error  is  mate- 
riallj  diminished,  if  not  entirely  obviated. 

III.  In  the  Specimen  now  submitted  for  adoption,  the  reader 
will  consider  all  the  entries  in  Italics,  with  the  number  and  amount 
of  BiblQS  and  Testaments,  as  manuscript ;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
form,  as  printed. 

When  the  Bible  Secretary  recdves  an  order  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, he  refers  to  his  colleague,  the  CaiSh  Secretaiy,  and  ascer- 
tains that  the  Branch  Society  or  Association  giving  the  order  has 
remitted  the  amount.  If  this  be  the  ease,  he  first  nils  up  the  fonn 
-  A,  and  calculates  the  amount,  which  he  enters ;  he  next  nils  up  and 
signs  the  form  B,  which  is  ihe  authority  on  which  the  Depositary 
acta;  and  lastly  fills  up  and  rigns  the  foim  C,  which  is  the  bOl  of 
parcels.  He  then  cuts  off,  and  sends  to  the  Depositary,  the  p^)er 
containinff  B  and  C;  retaining  A  in  the  book,  as  a  permanent 
check  and  voucher.  When  Hie  Depositary  receives  the  paper,  he 
examines  the  calculations  in  the  form  C,  which  he  cuts  off  and  de- 
livers with  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified ;  retaining  and  filing 
'liie  order  B,  as  his  voucher. 

Blank  lines  are  left  for  any  Bibles  or  Testaments  in  Foreign 
languages  which  may  be  ordered. 
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SPECIMEN  OF  THE  ORDER  BOOK. 


"8  ^^■-6>ge^to^»&-^ 


I 


1^ 


I 


<6      ^ 


lA 


I     «2g     S 


<»« 


S    8 


S 


Ss3«d«5o« 


:  il  :  ;  ill's      S|  :  :i     •  :  :«^»! 
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eoS^S^ 


4  «ss  s 
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I>epo8itai7*8  BooL"-^— Speriinen,  and  explanatidh 
NO.  V. — DEPOSITARY'S  BOOK. 

1.  This  Book  should  be  of  folio  size,  contaiaing  two  or  three 
quires  strongly  bound,  and,  like  the  **  Order  Book,"  made  to  open 
lengthways.  It  will  appear  from  the  Specimen  subjoined,  that  it  is 
designed  to  be  a  register  of  all  proce^ngs  relative  to  the  receipts 
and  issues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  that  it  is  so  constructed, 
as  to  render  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  and  Depositary  as  easy  and 
simple  as  possible*  For  this  purpose,  all  the  neadings  of  the  dif- 
ferent columns  are  printed. 

2.  When  the  Bible  Secretary  receives  an  invoice  of  Bibles  and 
Testamenu,  he  first  ascertains,  by  reference  to  the  Depositary,  its 
agreement  with  the  number  and  d(escription  of  the  copies  received. 
The  latter  then  makes  the  requisite  entry  at  the  Debit  side,  insert^ 
ing  die  carrier's  name,  not  only  as  a  proper  check  on  his  account, 
but  that  the  person  answerable  for  any  damage  may  be  referred  to 
If  necessary. 

The  folio  of  the  L^er,  containing  the  account  with  the  British 
and  Forei^  Bible  Society^  is  inserted  by  the  Cash  Secretary. 


1.    D' 


BIBLBS  AND  TESTAMENTS 


BECE1VED. 


SPECI= 


tAML 
XUme 


Dim 


CafHiBr> 

Nams. 


BIBLES. 


50 

100 
400  300 


50  50 

too 

500  90O 


100 
300 


400  90 


800380   4 


TEftiAUEirrs. 


100 


100 


900  000 


I 


50 


100  800 


350100  900  80 


100 10 


80 


•t 
Co«t 
Fric«s. 


117  14  S 
188  18  4 
78B  15  0 


UJ»    7  ti 


850  5   «l 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.S£CT.  T.} 


FORMS  OP  BOOS8  AMD  PAPEE8. 


iW 


of  the  mode  of  keepiiig  the  Bible  Account 


3.  Wheii  the  Depositary  receives  an  order  for  the  delivery  of 
Bihles  and  Testaments,  he  first  ascertains  the  correctness  of  the  bill 
of  parbels  ("Specimen^  C.  of  the  **  Order  Book*%  and  then  makes  the 
requisite  entiy  at  the  Credit  side  beforehe  delivers  the  books.  The 
.references  to  the  several  accounts  m  tbe  Leger  are  entered  by  the 
Cash  Secretary. 

.  4.  The  stock  should  be  taken,  and  the  book  balanced,  annually, 
by  the  Bible  Secretary,  assisted  by  the  Depositary ;  and  the  present 
stock  brought  forward  to  a  new  account,  as  in  tlie  specimen.  It 
vill  be  observed,  that,  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  sales  to  sub- 
scribers, at  reduced  prices,  must  be  added  to  the  amount  of  sales 
and  the  value  of  the  stock  on  hand,  in  order  to  balance  the  total 
amount  at  the  Debit  side. 

5.  The  blank  columns  are  left  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  in 
foreign  languages. 

From  this  book  the  Depositary  prepares  his  monthly  report  to 
the  Committee. — (See  No.  7  of  this  section.) 


=MEN. 


BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS 


DSUVKRED, 


c. 


Datab 


laao. 


£ 

4J«V 

16  ... 

Itf    ... 
iJwm 
11  ... 
24   ... 

9  ... 

7  - 

3t    ..• 


For 
Aotoaatof 


IF.CUrkf 

DUto 

90  —  JlMoclaliM 
^BnathSoe. 
J.ffmria 


STOCK 
UtianSdUi 


BIBLES. 


10 


50 


M 


«o 


150  400  80  400  090 


IS 
41311 


3B0 


TESTAMENTSb 


100 


50 


wooso 


50 


L 


SO 


100  90  S90 100100  21 


•J  I 


A 


Amoont 
•t 

Cott 
FrloMu 


£.s.d. 


75  16  10. 
36  9  8 


3718  4 
47  18 

31  16  8 

SO  13    4 
839   5   4 


100918  0 


at 

Rcdnead 
Prk«t. 


£,  «.  «L 
10    7 

16    6 


14    9 
11    1 


11     8 
13    3 


18    8 


5    15   6 
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List  of  English  Bibles,— «nd  Testaments. 


6.  On  a  blank  leaf  in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  the  Depositarr 
should  transcribe  the  following  explanation,  and  paste  in  the  speci- 
mens of  types,  (See  Jf)pendix,  Ao.  IV.)  which  he  will  find  rf 
material  use  in  promoting  the  facility  of  reference.  * 


6P-MR 

•  SP. 
;  LP. 
B— MR 

/     & 
M. 

'  K.  . 
M.P. 
N.P. 

P— C 

P— S. 

X^— C 

LP— S. 

B— C 

E-S. 

B— L. 

BiP— C 

MP— 8. 


BIBLES. 

Small  Pica,  rojtl  paperi  Svo*  with  Marginal  j 
Re&rencca     .      ,     -    > ^ 


Smgll  pica,  m^um  paper,  Svo,     •     .      ,     . 
Long  Prinier,  demj  paper,  Svo.     ,      ,     .      * 
Brevier,  medium  paper,  Marginal  References 
Brevier,  demy  paper,  Bto-    *     .    .     •    t    . 
Minion^  crown  paper,  Bro.     •-..,. 

Nonppreil,  12mo.      . 

Pocket,  Mijiion4jpe     >      ...•..«. 
Pocket,  Konpareil-tjpe      .      ,-•*.. 

TESTAMENTS. 

Pica bound  in  Calf ,     , 

Pica      ..•>.«.*«»  Sheep   . 

Ltong  Primer      *    •    «    •    ■     >    ^  Calf,     p 

Long  Primer     ««■■••«  Skeep    . 

Brevier Calf  .    * 

Brevier     >>»•...     ^     «  She^    . 

Brevier     -    ,    , Linen  Cloth 

Pocket,  ItOnion-tjpe  *    .    .    +    *  Calf .    » 

Pocket,  Minion-tjpe    .     *     .     .     .  ^hcep    - 


Price  to 
ubsaibcnu 


He  may  also  find  it  of  advantage  to  paste  in  the  list  of  the  various 
editions  of  the  holy  scriptures,  m  other  lang\iages>  which  consti- 
tutes No.  IL  of  the  Appendix. 

NO,  VL  TRBASURER's  REPORT. 

1.  This  report  is  presented  to  every  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Committee,  pursuant  to  the  Xllth  By-Law.  Although  the  pay* 
ments  to  the  Treasurer  generally  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  Cash 

*  The  prices  here  specified,  are  those  of  ISSO.  While  this  Work  was  ^ng 
through  the  press,  a  reduction  was  agreed  on,  to  which  reference  will  be  made  in 
Chap.  VII.  The  object  of  this  and  similar  specimens  is,  to  point  out  the  mod* 
of  cooduetifig  the  business :  and  the  secretaries  of  Auxiliary  Societies  will  refer 
to  the  official  notice  of  the  Parent  Ii|stitutioo»  when  entering  the  prices,  which 
■irmisrily  nxj  according  to  drcumstances. 
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Secretary,  it  frequently  happens,  that  new  subscribers  remit  their 
contributions  directly  lo  the  former ;  and  of  these,  as  well  as  all 
other  receipts,  this  report  is  his  official  acknowledgment.  ^ 


SPECIMEN, 


N-.  13.  ♦ 


AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


The  Treasurer's  Report  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
from  the  4ft h  of  January  to  the  7th  of  February  1820. 


JmIS 

17 

Feb.  4 


0 
7 

Feb.  6 


RECEIVED. 

Amount  in  hand,  ^  last  B«port 

From  Mr.  J.  Smithy  Brook  Street^  ^nnttai  Suhscr^tion 
71  ff^limmg^  Eog.  Haywood^  Dimaiien    »    •    • 
Cash  Secretary^  Subtcriptunu  4r  Dtmatunu      . 

jy*.  .  on  account  of  the Branch  Society 

LP.  .  on  accenmi  of  the  —  Aseedatian  .    • 
D*.  .  on  account  of  the  Ladiee*  Branch    •     • 


PAID. 

To  the  British  and  Fbrei/m  Bible  Sodetjf^'X 
^yote  of  Committees 

CotUcter^  ferpoundage^f-iy*.    .    .    .    . 

Cash  Secretary^  Incidental  Expenses^  y-jy*, 

Butter  9f  Ck  Statienerty  V^Z)<^.   .    •    •    • 


£.    «.  d. 

200.-0.0 

14.17.0 
4.13.6 
5.   5.8 


£.    «.'   d. 

247.10.8 

S.    S.O 

90.   0.0 

61.10.0 
100.   0.0 

25.  0.0 
200.   0.0 


656.   8.11 


Balance  In  hand  this  dity    .    .    •  ; 
AB.  Treasoier. 


294.16.9 


431.13.0 


NO.  VII. — ^depositary's  report. 
This  Report  is  presented  to  evenr  monthly  meetins  of  the  Com- 
mittee^ pursuant  to  the  IXth  By-Law,  and  is  an  distract  of  the 
Depositary's  Book.    The  blank  columns  are  left  for  the  insertion 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  foreign  languages. 

*  These  Reports  ihould  be  numbered  succeistTely  t— >thu8»  the  Report  preeented 
ia  March  was  No.  14.  This  obaerraiion  is  equally  applicable  to  the  two  Iblloir- 
ing  Specimens. 
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Monthly  Report  of  District  Confmittee. 


NO.  YIII. — ^DISTRICT  COMMITTEE  S  REPORT. 

1.  This  Report  is  presented  monthly,  by  erery  District  Com* 
mittee,  pursuant  to  the  XVIIIth  By-Law.  It  is  generally  contained 
on  a  half  sheet  of  post  paper;  but  if  any  information  of  pecnliar 
interest  require  the  addition,  another  half  sheet  mi^  be  appended. 

2.  The  design  of  these  Reports  is,  to  give  to  the  General  Com-^ 
.mittee  a  full  and  correct  view  of  the  society  throughout  its  various 
parts.    The  importance  of  this  information,  to  those  who  are  re- 

3)onsible  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  for  the  regular  discharge  of  the 
ttties  assigned  to  them,  is  sufficiently  obvious ;  nor  is  it  less  evident 
tliat  it  can  only  be  acquired  by  the  division  of  labour.  On  this 
principle  the  whole  system  of  the  Bible  Society  proceeds : — the 
several  minor  districts  of  a  Bible  Association  are  confided  to  the 
care  of  their  respective  Sub- Committees,  who  report  monthly  to  the 
Committee  of  tneir  Association :  the  Dbtrict  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  then  pr«ss«nt  this  condensed  epitome  to  their 
General  Committee :  and,  lastly,  an  abstract  of  the  whole  is  furnished 
periodically  to  the  Parent  Institution.  The  neglect  of  a  duty  so 
important,  and  so  easily  fulfilled,  as  that  of  presenting  a  monthly 
report,  should  never  be  passed  over  without  ammadversion;  since  li 
IS  uapossible  for  the  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  to  present 
a  faitnful  Report  of  their  proceedings,  unless  they  possess,  collec- 
tively, an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  their  several  districts. 

S.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  heads  No.  5  and  6,  in  the  annexed 
form,  are  exclusively  applicable  to  those  districts  in  whidi  associa- 
tions are  established,  and  may  be  omitted  where  Branch  Societies 
only  are  formed.  The  last  member  of  the  6th  head  is  only  applicable 
where  the  Loan-fund  is  adopted. — See  Chap,  VIII.  Section  II. 

The  interesting  fact  recorded  in  the  Specimen,  is  extracted  from 
the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bible  Association  of  Caversham^ 
a  village  in  Oxfordshire. 

SPECIMEN. 

N*.  12.    = AUXIUARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Monthly  Report  of  the  7th  District  Committee^ 
Pieaented  Oik  of  October^  1S30. 

Messrs.  0^,  Jtm^  Tk»mn»  SmUhy  H.  Thmunty  and  W,  Oarke  attended  the 
last  Committee  of  the  Bible  'Auoeiaikn  in  this  district ;  rektiye  to 
which  we  have  to  report  :^ 

I.  Number  of  members  present  was  88. — Total  number  of  Committee,  36. 

%  Ueports  were  presented  from  all  the  districts.— Totalnumber  of  districts,  8S. 

3.  Theamount  paid  in  by  the  District  Committees  was  £.34. S*  9 

4.  Amount  voted  to  Auxiliary  Society,  on  Purchase  Account 14.8.9 

Moiety  Account • 

for  General  Object 30.0.0 

5.  Total  number  of  free  subscribers,  619.— For  Bibles  and  Testaments,  186- 

6.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  S136.— Number  ef 

Bibles  and  Testaments  out  on  loan,  38.  (S^Tke  /i$s9» 
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Specimen  of  Report  of  District  Coimmttee.^Comimttee  Notice. 


a^The  Association  iiin  a  very  JUmrishing  staie  ;  nearly  every  family 
found  destitute  has  l>een  supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures;  and  many 
evidences  of  the  good  effects  attending  their  circulation  were  reporledm 
Irom  thescy  we  select  the  following  2'^*^  In  the  ISth  district,  a  pooac 
woman,  the  wife  of  an  unsteady  and  immxtral  character,  had  subscribed 
for  and  obtauwd  a  Bljble.  In  their  recent  visits  to  her  humble  abode, 
the  collectors  have  been  delighted  tofind^  that  the  perusal  of  the  sacred 
volume  has,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  produced  a  complete  alteration 
in  the  habits,  temper,  and  disposition  of  this  man.  '  /  never  knew 
him  take  to  any  book  as  he  has  to  that^'  said  his  grateful  wife  -  '  Ae 
reads  it  every  morning  and  night,  and  is  become  like  a  new  man.  All 
the  neighbours  can  tell  you  that  he  is  like  another  person;  besides,  he 
is  now  so  kind  to  me  and  the  children;  indeed  we  are  much  happier,' 
This  man  is  now  strictly  observant  of  his  religious  duties  ;  attends  his 
parish  church  punctually;  and  never  goes  to  the  public  house.  He 
regularly  takes  his  Bible  every  Sunday  evening  a  considerable  distance, 
4o read  to hif  aged  mother*' 


We  have  reodved  this  month  the  foUowiog  Donations  and  Subr 
acrtptions  for  the  Auxiliary  Sodety;  via. — 


NAME. 


ilBSIDENCE. 


OMSabMrip. 


NewOooat 


NewSubtoK. 


,  Andrew  Black . 
•  JITrf.  Hunter . . 
Henry  Brown. 


No.  8,  Broad  Street 
Rutland  Place . .  . 
Summer  HiU  •  •  • 


£.    0.    d. 
1.1.0 


£.    s.    d. 


10.10  .  0 


jf .    «.    d. 

1.1.0 
2.2.0 


W.  Jones,  Secretary, 
Tluimas  Smith, 
William  Clarke, 


} 


Members  of  the 
District  Committee. 


%•  It  is  particularly  requested,  that  the  actual  statb  of- the 
Brancl\Society9  or  Association,  may  be  fully  described  every  month. 


NO.  IX. —  COMMITTEE  NOTICE. 

'  1.  As  the  regular  time  and  place  of  meeting  are  specified  in  the 
1st  By-Law,  they  may  be  included  with  the  Secretary's  name  in  the 
printed  form,  so  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  insert  the  date  only« 
Whatever  tends  to  save  the  valuable  time  of  the  secretaries  is 
wortl\y  of  attention. 

2.  When  it  is  necessary  to  call  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
Committee,  which  should  never  be  done  if  it  can  be  avoided  with- 
out injury  to  the  cause,  the  pen  may  be  drawn  through  thcf"  words 
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Specimen  of  Committee  Notice: — Collector's  Receipt 

'<  the  next,*'  and  <<  A  Special"  be  substituted  in  their  stead.  The 
object  of  sMch  meeting  should  be  specified,  pursuant  to  the  XVtk 
By-Law,  under  the  Secretary's  name. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  obserre,  that,  at  all 
Special  Meetings,  the  Chairman  should  confine  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  exclusively  to  the  object  for  which  it  has  been  as^ 
sembled.  

SPECIMEN. 
Auxiliary  Bible  SoaEXY. 


Sir, 

The  neKt  Meeting  of  the  Committee  will  be  held,  at 
Che  Council  Chamber  in  the  Guildhall,  on  Monday  next,  the  16th 
instant,  at  Six  o'clock  feecisblt. 
— —  9th  Nov.  1820.  Wm.  Brown,  Minute  Secretary. 


NO.  X.— 06tLBCT6R*8  RtCElPT. 

1 .  The  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  the  Collector  annually  with  a  book 
of  Receipts,  successively  numbered  both  in  the  Receipt  and  cor^ 
responding  Chedc.  The  Collector  fills  up  the  particulars  in  the 
checks,  which  he  returns,  with  any  receipts  not  used,  to  the  Cadih 
Sccreury ;  by  whom  those  receipts  are  handed  to  the  CommittMs 
of  the  Districto  within  which  the  req>ective  Bubacrlbers  reside,  pur- 
suant to  the  XXIId  By-Law. 


SPECIMEN. 


No.  161.  O^  No.  161. 

54<;i0c/0*er,l820.^g  AUXILIARY^IBLE  SoaEXY. 

RbcI^Ted  of    0§0  ^^^^^^^>  this  24/A  of  October  1820,  of 

r  L    njT    r     i?      C^C>  Jokn  Martin^  Esq,,   the  sum  of  Two 
John  Martin,  Esq.  ry^^ry  ^  .         r  .      , .    *         ,  «  ,^      .    . 

^^^     ,  Guineas;  bemg  his  Annual  Subscription^ 


^'  2  •  2  •  ^         G^^<::>  ending  29/A  September,  1820. 
Annual  Subscription  ggg  ^  Rich^rdsoh, 

due  at  Michaelmas.  C»0         -2.0  Cdlector. 


2.  It  would  save  considerable  trouble,  if  every  Auxiliary  Society 
-endeavoured  to  specify  one  particular  day  on  which  all  subscriptions 
should  be  considered  as  due,  and  gave  notice  to  that  e&ct  in-  the 
Annual  Report* 
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Annual  Meetings  of  Auxiliary  Societies :— their  neoessity  and  advantages. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  specimensi  that  all  the  books  and 
pmers  are  so  constructed,  as  to  give  as  little  trouble  to  the 
Officers  and  Committee  as  is  consistent  with  regularity  and 
accuracy  in  the  accounts. 

The  advantage  of  printed  forms  is  obvious,  not  only  as 
they  tend  to  facilitate  the  business  and  diminish  die  risk  of 
error,  but  as  they  are  more  carefully  preserved  than  loose 
memoranda.  The  expense  attending  tnese  forms  does  not 
exceed  that  of  good  writing  paper. 


This  appears  to  be  the  most  suitable  place  to  introduce  the 
Order  of  Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Auxiliary 
Bible  Societies,  and  such  observations  cpiineeted  with  the 
subject  as  experience,  haa  .saggested,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  already  submitted  in  die  8th  division  of  Section  XIV. 
Chapter  L 

!•  "  As  a  genenl  principle,*'  says  a  judicious  writer/  •*  it  will  be 
allowed  that  an  Anniyersary  Meeting  of  a  charitable  society,  to  inspect  the 
accounts  and  to  choose  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  &c.  is  absolutely  requisite, 
in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and  to  satisfy  the  subscribers  of  the  due  appro- 
priation  of  their  bounty.  I  doubt,  however,  whether  the  members  of  our 
charitable  societies  could  ever  be  brought  together,  merely  to  hear  a  report 
and  attest  proceedings  whidi  they  can  afterwards  re«d  over  in  print.*' 

An  interest  must  be  excited  and  maintained;  but  this 
should  be  effected  in  a  manner  consistent  with  Christian 
simphcity;  [and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  perceive,  that  a 
desire  to  render  our  festivsds  of  benevolence  all  that  they 
ought  to  be,  ^is  increasingly  manifested  both  by  the  speakers 
and  the  members  at  large. 

''  The  spirit  displayed,**  observes  the  same  writer,  ^'  is  sober,  yet  cheexAil 
^-animated,  yet  rational— grateful  for  the  past,  and  hopeM  for  the  future^ 
in  a  word,  as  fiur  as  eaiirth  may  approach  to  heaven,  a  spirit  imitative  of  those 
celestial  beings  whose  matin  song,  on  the  day  of  the  Nativity,  was  *  Gloty 
to  God  in  the  highest ,  and  on  earth  peacOy  good^will  to  mm.* " 

The  collateral  benefits  which  result  from  these  meetings 
are  numerous  and  important : — 

^  The  mind  becomes  stimulated  to  new  and  more  healthy  action  in  the 
cause  of  God  and  man ;  the  social  and  benevolent  feelings  are  excited ; 
the  importance  of  Eternal  things  becomes  more  fixed  upon  the  heart ;  a 
spirit  of  prayer  is  cherished  and  increased ;  and  from  hearing  what  is  our 

*  See  an  admirable  paper,  entitled,  *'  Beneficial  effects  of  Meetings  of  Cha- 
ritable Societies,*'  in  that  excellent  periodical  work,  •«  The  Christian  Obsenrer  ** 
for  July  1818,  and  a  judicious  letUr  signed  S.N.  in  the  same  publication  for 
April  1820. 
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Alterations  suggested  in  the  mode  of  conducting  Annual  Meetings. 

duty  at  a  time  when  the  mind  is  particularly  affected  and  impressed,  a  mor^ 
permanent  and  active  desire  is  often  excited  for  its  performance.  It  is 
mlmost  impossible  for  an  indlTidttal  to  plead  the  cause  of  this  societj,  without 
fteling  himsdf  in  some  measure  ezdted  to  be  and  to  do  what  he  describes ; 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  many  holy  res(dutions  haye  been,  formed  on 
these  occasions^  which  may  have  matenaUy  affected  the  fUtuie  life.  If 
there  were  no  other  advantage  connected  with  the  system,  it  would  be  an 
important  one,  that  the  members,  and  especially  the  committee  of  a  society, 
are  animated  to  begin  another  year  with  diligence  and  hope.  Few  men  can 
labour  long  and  sealously  in  complete  retirement  and  sluide ;  the  stimulus 
of  social  meling  is  often  necessary  to  animate  the  heart,  and  recruit  the 
exhausted  powen.  Subscriben,  also,  soon  become  uninterested,  and  gradually 
drop  off,  without  this  occasional  excitement :  so  that,  as  lonff  as  the  excite* 
ment  does  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  sobriety,  and  remains  duly  regulated 
by  piety  and  discretion,  it  is  rather  to  be  encouraged  than  repressed.*' 

S.  But  k  k  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  whether  these 
and  the  other  advantages  derived  from  our  public  meetioffs 
may  not  be  strengthened  and  extended,  rather  than  impaired, 
by  a  Utde  alteration  in  the  mode  of  conducting  them; — 
whether,  instead  of  the  customary  votes  of  thanks,  the  reso* 
lutions  may  not  be  so  framed,  as  to  recognise  principles  and 
practice  rather  than  men,  and  express  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting  upon  the  past  prosperity  and  opening  prospects  of 
the  society  whose  objects  it  is  convened  to  promote.  It  is 
respectfully  submitted,  that,  by  the  adoption  of  a  plan  some- 
what similar  to  the  following,  **  the  addresses  would  be  more 
especially  confined  to  the  main  subject  of  the  operations  and 
efficiency  of  the  society;  and  the  praise  of  all  the  good 
effected  would  be  more  readily  and  cheerfully  and  entirely 
ascribed  to  Him  alone,  *  from  whom  all  holy  desires,  all  good 
counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed.*  Every  species  of 
adulation,  on  occasions  like  these,  is  foreign  to  the  production 
of  that  Christian  huniitity  by  which  we  ought  at  all  times  to 
be  actuated,  and  at  variance  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ" 

3.  There  is  another  branch  of  the  subject  which  cannot 
with  propriety  be  entirely  overlooked,  although  it  is  difficidt 
to  recommend  any  general  rule,  where  local  circumstances 
and  individual  feefing  must  define  the  line  of  prudence. 
The  time  occupied  by  the  General  Meetings  of  Bible 
Societies  is,  in  general,  profitably  spent;  but  it  may  be 
extenided  beyona  the  period  which  a  right  judgment  and 
correct  taste  would  prescribe.  It  may  admit  of  a  doubt 
whether  this  period  should  in  any  case  exceed  four  hours ; 
end,  perhaps,  if  the  duration  of  those  of  Auxiliary  Societies 
and  Associations  were  limited  to  ihree,  the  beneficial  effects 
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Older  of  Prooeedings  at  an  Annual  Meeting. 


would  be  increased.  It  b  evident  that,  in  any  arrangement 
of  this  kind,  much  will  depend  on  the  respective  speakers;-^ 
the  length  of  an  address,  nowever,  is  usually  estimated  by  its 
interest,  rather  than  the  time  occupied  in  its  delivery ;  but  it 
should  never  be  forgotten,  that  there  is  a  courtesy  due  to  the 
audience,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  invited  to  take  part  in 
the  proceedings. 

4.  ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINGS 

rjicommbKded  for  adoption 
AT  THK  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  Of  AUXILIARY  BIBLB  SOCIETIES. 


The  President,  ac  one  of  the  Yice-Freaidentfl,  bavidg  been  called  to 
the  Chair: 


1.  TJieChairmi 


9.  J.  B. . 


3.  CD. 


\  m» 


4.  E.  F.  - 

5.  G.H. 


6.  /.JTw 


r.  L.M.. 


will  open  the  business  of  the  meeting,  and  condudo' 
by  requesting  one  of  the  secretaries  to  read  the  £•» 
port  of  the  Committee. 

will  read  the  Report,  including  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count as  audited. 

will  move  the  Besolution  No.  1—^ 

*"*•  That  the  Report  now  read  be  received,  adopted* 
and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  1* 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No  3 — 

'^  That  this  meeting  avails  itself  of  the  renewed 
opportunity  now  afforded,  to  express  its  undiminished 
attachment  to  the  object  and  design  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  desires  to  congratu- 
late the  Committee  of  that  Institution  on  the  suc« 
cess  of  their  benevolent  exertions  at  home  and 
abroad.'' 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  % 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  3— 

'*  That  this^eeting  congratulates  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Branch  Societies  and  Associations  con- 
nected  with  this  Institution,  on  the  prog^ress  already 
made  towards  supplying  the  destitute  in  their  re« 
spective  districts  with  the  holy  scriptures,  and  on  the 
assistance  afforded  to  the  Parent  Society  in  extend, 
ing  the  same  invaluable  blessing  tiuroughout  the 
world.'* 


Digitized  by 


Googl'e 


«CT.  n.] 


BRANCH  BIBLB  SOCIETIEt. 


1S5 


^  N.Q. 


9.  PS 


Bfanch  Societies  genemlly  lew  productiye  than  AwdUanM. 
irill  Moond  the  Motion  No.  S. 


II.  r.  K. 


19.  irX. 


li.  Y.Z.' 


14.  B.  A. 


IS.  TV  C%4itnnaii«. 


The  Chainnan  having  put  the  question,  . 
ivill  moye  the  Resoliition  No.  4 — 

^  That  this  meeting  participates  in  the  satisfibetion 
which  the  success  of  this  societ/,  during  the  past  jear, 
must  afford  to  the  President,  the  Tice-Presidents, 
Officers,  and  Committee;  and  that  the  following  geiu 
tlemen  be  the  officers  and  committee  fiir  the  ensuing 
jwtfr,  with  power  to  fill  up  an/  vacancies  in  tfaeiv 
number;  viz.'* 

\H9r9  intert  the  names  0^  the  JS-eaeurer^  Seereta^ 
riesy  and  members  0/  the  Cemmittee.]  *        ^ 

willsecond  the  Motion  Na  4. 

The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  B^solaUoo  No.  6— 

"•  That  this  meetins  cordiallj  acknowledges  the 
kindness  of  those  genUemen  who  have  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  who  have  thus 
afforded  a  fresh  illustration  of  that  spirit  of  hamum/ 
and  love  which  unites  the  various  denonuutfions  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  this  work  of  mercy." 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  5. 


The  Chairman  having  put  the  question, 
will  move  the  Resolution  No.  i^— 

^  That  this  meeting  aknowledges,  with 
respect,  the  obliging  manner  in  wUch  the  ' 
has  conducted  the  business  of  the  day.* 

will  second  the  Motion  No.  6. 


The  Mover  having  put  the  question, 
will  acknowledge  the  Resolution,  refer  to  the  plates 
for  receiving  contributions,  snd  sojourn  the  Meeting 
to  the  day  spedfied  in  the  General  Rules. 


SECTION  VI. 

BRAKCH  BIBLE  SOCIETIES— CONDUCTED  BY  OENTLEMEN. 

,  1.  It  has  been  already  intimated,  that  Auxiliary  Spcietieg 
are,  in  general,  more  productive  and  eflBcient  ttuui  Branch 
Societies  of  the  same  extent ;  and  where  the  population  is  of 
sufficient  magnitude,  and  suitable  patronage  and  officers,  witli 
JBtti  effective  Committee,  can  be  obtained,  the  constitution  of 
the  former  may  be  recommended  as  preferable. 
But  there  are  many  situations  wherein  it  may  be  desbrabfe 
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Rules  aad  Begitlatioiis  recommended  for  adoption  b j  Bnnch  Societies. 

to  establish  a  '*  Branch  Sodety/  but  where  it  may  be  im- 
practicable  or  inexpedient  to  form  an  *' Auxiliary;"  and  the 
subject  win  now  be  considered  in  reference  to  sudi  cases. 

S.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  only,  difference  between 
the  two  establishments  is  this: — ^that  an  Auxiliary  Society 
remits  its  funds  to,  and  draws  its  supplies  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments from,  the  Parent  Institution;  while  a  Branch  Society 
maintains  a  similar  connexion  with  die  Auxiliary  Society. 
The  extent  of  privilege,  collectively  and  individually,  is  pre* 
cisely  the  same  in  both  cases. 

W  here  a  Bible  Association  is  established  within  the  district 
embraced  by  a  BrUnch  Society,  the  latter  possesses  the  siimrf 
unlimited  right  <^  purchasing  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  cost 
prices^  with  the  funds  and  on  account  of  such  Association^ 
hqm  the  depository  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  as  the  latter 
enjoys  from  the  Parent  Institution  on  behalf  of  an  Association 
connected  directly  with  it 

8.  The  following  are  the  Rules  and  Regulations  recom* 
mended'  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  adop- 
tion by  Branch  Societies;  the  parenthetical  additions  being 
suggested,  to  render  the  plan  more  explicit  :— 

1.  Tbat  the  object  and  constitution  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bibis 
8met^  ha^te  the  cordial  approbation  of  this  maeting. 

$.  that  a  society  be  (mw)  formed,  to  be  caUed  ''The  Brandi  Bible 
Society  of  ■■■  ■  ,**  for  the  purpose  of  coM>peratiiig  with  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  {through  the  medium  of  the  — —  AuxiHatf  S»eietf)f 
in  promoting  the  distribution  of  the  holy  scriptures  both  at  home  and  abroiA 

S.  That«  conformably  to  the  principles  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  the  BiUes  and  Testaments  to  be  drculsted  by  this  society  shall  be 
without  note  or  comment,  and  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom 
ef  the  authorised  version  only. 

4.  That  all  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  per  itiimwifi,  or  upwards,  or  ten 
guineas,  or  upwards,  at  one  time,  shall  be  members  of  this  society. 

5.  That  tiie  business  of  this  eoeiety  shall  be  conducted  by  a  President, 
Tice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  oonsistiDg  of 
■■  other  members,  half  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Esta- 
bUshed  CJhurch ;  and  that  >  ■  ■  '  members  of  this  Committee  constitute 
a  quorum. 

&  That  every  cleivyman,  or  other  minister,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Se* 
dety,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  the  meeetings  of  the  Committee. 

7«  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener,  on  some 
ihyto  be  ftted  by  themsdvee. 

8.  That  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts, 'Cfld 
sqpoint  two  or  more  c^  their  members  fi>r  each  district,  who  may-aSsOdalf 
with  themselves  any  subscribers  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  subscriptions 
tAd  donations  firom  the  ixthabitant^  ther^f ;  and  that  tiiey  establish  proper 
agenu  and  correspondents  in  dlflbtent  parts  within  the  Holts  of  thivBranrh 
ARfkCy. 
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.  9.  That  the  whole  of  the  subscriptions  and  donations  received  by  this  So- 
detj  shall  be  remitted  half-jearly,  after  dMucting  incidental  expenses,  to 
the  Auxiliaiy  Bible  Society  of  >  on  condition  of  such  sodetj  grant* 

ing  to  tfaia  the  saiae  privileges  which  the  Parent  Institution  grantay  in  such 
caaei  to  its  Auxiliary  Societiet- 

la  That  the  Committee  shall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  (nihmr 
fmttmaUg  or  6y  mtam  of  Bible  jistocUUkm)  what  fiunilies  or  indii^uals 
residing  within  the  several  districts  are  in  want  of  Bibles  or  Testaments,  and 
unable  to  procure  them;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to 
ftimish  them  therewith  at  prime  cost,  reduced  prices,  or  gratis>  according  ttf 
their  drcumstancea. 

1 1.  That  such  penons  as  may  not  find  it  convenient  to  become  members 
of  this  society  shall,  upon  forming  themselves  into  Bible  Aasodations  (and 
Mn^mg  a  etf^  9/ their  Rmk§  H  ike  CemmiUtee\  be  entitled  to  purchase,  at  the 
depository  of  this  society,  under  the  direction  of  the  Conumttee,  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  at  prime  cost,  for  gratuitous  distribution,  or  sale  at  prime 
cost  or  Induced  prices,  among  their  poorer  neighbours. 

19.  That  all  clergymen,  and  other  ministers,  within  the  sphere  of  this 
•ociety,  making  collections  in  their  respective  congregations  in  behalf  of  the 
institution,  shjdl  be  entitled,  on  remitting  sudi  collections  to  the  Treasurer 
«f  this  society,  to  receive  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  an  amount  not  eicoeed' 
ing  one..half  of  the  said  respective  coUectiona,  estimated  at  prime  coat,  aa 
shall  be  found  to  be  needed  by  the  poor  in  the  vicini^ ;  such  return  of  Bi- 
bles and  Testaments  to  be  claimed  within  one  year  nom  the  remittance  of 
the  eoUeetion.  It  is  reeonmiende^  in  all  piacileable  cases,  to  euiqply  the 
fooar  by  sale,  latber  than  by  gift 

13.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  at  ■  the 
—  ■■>  in  each  year,  when  the  accounts  dudl  be  presented,  the  prboeedings  of 
the  {test  year  stated,  a  new  Committee  formed,  and  a  Beport  agreed  upon, 
to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  X^ommitteoi  and  circulated  ame^g 
the  Members. 

14.  That,  in  the  fimnation  of  the  New  Genunittee,  the  {PreeUkmiy  9^%m* 
PvmiUmie)  Treaauter,  Seoetwies,  and  auch  three-fourtba  ef  the  ether 
)f  embers  as  haeve  moat  frequently  attended  the  Committee^  shall  be  r»- 
clilgible  &x  the  ensuing  year. 

15.  That  ——be President,.— —Vice  Presidents,  ■  Treasurer^ 

'  Secretaries,  and  ■  Membiefv  of  the  Comndttee  for  the  jear  ' 

ensuing. 

Ifr  That  annual  subscriptions  and  donationa  be  now  entered  into,  and 
that  they  be  also  received  by  the  treasurer,  (Ncrvtancr,)  and  the  severa) 
bankers  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood. 

17.  That  these  Besolutions  be  published  in  such  manner  as  the  Committee 
nay  direct ;  and  a  copy  of  them,  signed  by  the  ehaizman,  transmitted  to  the 
Pnnodent  <^  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Sooety  at  — . 

18.  That  the  Committee  meet  tke  ■■  ■  instant,  at  -  n  o*clock,  and 
pnmre,  print,  and  circulate  an  address  on  the  ol^iects  and  views  of  this 
iocMty. 

^  &  The  **  Observations''  on  ibe  Rules  of  an  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety {see  Section  IL  of  this  Chapter)  are  equally  applicable 
to  those  of  a  Branch  Sodety ;  and  the  few  yerbal  alterations 
Idiich  are  necessary,  in  order  to  adapt  the  B^-Laws  {see  Sec-^ 
iionUL)  to  the  design  of  the  Utter,  willreadily  suggest  Aem- 
ffslyes  to  the  reader. 
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4k  When  one  or  more  individuals  feel  disposed  to  establish 
a  Branch  Bible  Society  in  the  town  or  district  where  they  re-v 
side,  they  should  proceed  towards,  the  attainment  .of  ^ their: 
object  in  the  manner  described  in  Section  IV. ;  only  deriving* 
the  requisite  assistance  from  the  Committee  of  (he  Auxiliary 
Society  with  which  they  propose  to  connect  themselves,  in- 
stead of  applying  to  that  of  the  Parent  Institution.  But  as 
it  more  frequency  happens  that  the  impulse  is  given  by.  the 
District  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  in  fulfilling  the 
duties  prescribed  by  the  XVIth  By-Law,  it  may  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  much  will  depend  on  the  prudence  and  wisdom, 
of  their  preliminary  proceedings.  Those  individuals  to  whom 
the  design  is  first  communicated  should  be  persons  of  local 
respect£U}ility  and  influence,  and  the  object  and  plan  of  the 
society  be  thoroughly  explained  to  them,  before  any  mea* 
sures  are  adopted  for  c&lling  a  General  Meeting  and  esta- 
blishing the  society.  Important  as  is  the  design,  and  replete 
witli  blessings-wherever  it  has  been  steadily  pursued,  it  should 
never  be  forced  on  the  public  attention,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  those  who  are  most  competent  to  judge  of  its  expe* 
diency.  Delay  may  sometimes  be  as  much  a  duty  as  de» 
spatcn,  and  may  be  rendered  more  profitable  by  the  prudent 
curculation  of  full  and  accurate  information  on  the  subject 

5.  The  mode  of  organizing  a  Branch  Society, — the  duties 
of  the  oflBcers  and  Committee, — ^the  mode  of  conducting  the 
Committee  Meetings,— and  the  forms  of  the  books  and  pa» 
pers,^ — are  so  similar  to  those  already  described,  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  preceding '  Sections. 
Every  suggestion  which  m^y  be  found  useful  to  the  oflScera 

'  or  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary  Society,  is  e<]^ually  applicable 
to  those  of  a  Branch  Society,'  who  should  cultivate,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  that  mutual  confidence  and  good  un- 
derstanding which  has  hitherto  characterized  the  various 
parts  of  the  system,  and  faciUtated  all  their  proceedings. 

6.  Where  the  seat  of  a  Branch  Society  is  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  that  of  the  Auxiliary  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected,  it  may  be  found  advantageous  to  the  former  to  avail 
itself  of  the  following  regulation,  adopted  in  the  spring  of 
1818  by  the  Parent  Society :—  -^ 

*'  The  Committee  of  the  Britiflh  and  FoTeign  Bihle  Society,  desirous  of 
rendering  the  utmost  practicable  fiicility  in  nimishing  Bibles  and  Tests* 
ments  to  eveiy  department  connected  with  their  Auxiliary  Socieiies,  respect* 
fUlly  inform  the  several  Committees,  that,  where  it  may  be  found  more  oon* 
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Tenient  to  hare  theii:  Bppdi  Sobieties  tup[iie4  direct  firom  the  depqaitoiy  uk 
London,  they  may  authorise  their  Branches  to  remit  their  moneys  and  or- 
ders to  the  house  of  the  Parent  Institution,  when  they  will  be  r^ularly 
entered  to  the  account  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  as  though  transmitted 
through  the  medium  of  its  officers." 

It  should  be  distinctly  imderstdod,  tliat  this  arrangement  it 
dependent,  in  all  cases,  on  the  mutual,  consent  of  the  re- 
spective Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies,  between  which  the 
most  perfect  unanimity  ou^ht  always  to  subsist.  And  it  will 
be  evident,  that  a  statement  of  all  remittances. made,  .and  the 
particulars  of  all  BiUes  and  Testaments  received,  should  be 
immediately  furnished  by  the  Secretaries  of  'the  Branch  So- 
cieties to  those  of  the  Auxiliaries,  in  order  that  the  accounts 
of  the  latter  may  agree  with  the  books  of  the  Parent  In-*, 
stitution* 

SECTION  VIL 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

I.  It  has  been  truly  remarked,  that  "  in  no  respect  is  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  more  peculiarly  distin- 
guished, than  by  the  facility  with  which  it  has  been  found 
to  adapt  itself  to  the  circiunstances  of  mankind,  and  the 
capability  which  it  has  thereby  shewn  of  converting  to  its  use 
whatever  could  forward  its  purposes,  or  coiiduce  to  its  im- 
provement" * — And  with  equal  justice  it  may  be  added,  that, 
m  the  application  of  those  divelrsified  means,  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  institution  have  been  preserved  -inviolate  $ 
and  the  system,  throughout  its  various  parts,  has  beei^  founded 
and  progressively  matured  with  a  strict  observance  of  the 
singleness  and  purity  of  that  object  which  it  is  designed  to 
promote. 

S.  Nor  will  it  be  less  evident  to  the  reader,  that  the  whole 
organization  of  an  Auxiliary,  or  Branch  Society,  proceeds 
according  to  a  clear  land  intelligible  liiie,  which  distinctly 
recognises  the  two-fold  object  of  their  establishment  '.--Jirst, 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  supply  of  their  local  defi- 
ciencies ;  and,  secondly,  a  co-operation  with  the  Parent  Society 
in  i^omoting  the  universal  dissemination  of  the  holy  scrip-^ 
tures.  That  the  system  detailed  in  the  preceding  sections  of 
this  chapter  is  calculated  to  effect  both,  has  been  sufiiciently 
proved  in  the  comparative  statement  introduced  in  the  third 

■  ■  -^ 

•  Owen's  Htitory,  Vol.  III.  p.  354. 
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division  of  Section  XIV.  Chapter  I. ;  and  it  only  rem^ina  t0 
consider  its  practical  operation  in  a  feir  points,  "which  could 
not,  with  propriety,  be  introduced  under  any  of  the  preceding 
heads. 

•  S.  It  will  readily  be  acknowledged,  that  many  Auxiliary 
and  a  still  greater  number  of  Brancn  Societies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  are  susceptible  of  a  higher  degree  of  (N^anizatioii 
than  they  have  hitherto  received.  Most  of  them  weie  est»* 
blished  before  the  system  had  reached  its  present  state  of  per- 
fection; and  the  incessant  claims  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  officers  of  the  Parent  Institution  have  not  left  them  at 
fiberty  to  adopt  such  measures,  in  reference  to  tliis  important 
subject,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demaii^ds.  While  this  con- 
sideration  affords  an  additional  argument  for  tiiat  increase 
of  agents  which  has  been  recommended  in  a  former  part 
of  tius  work,  it  furnishes  a  powerful  motive  to  those  who 
occupy  this  responsible  station,  to  investigate  the  actual  state 
of  the  societies  they  visit,  and  to  attend,  not  their  General 
Meetings  only,  but  their  Committees,  where  alone  this  know- 
ledge can  be  acquired,  and  the  system  be  practically  adopted. 
If  £is  plan  were  steadily  and  perseveringly  pursued  through- 
out  the  empire,  the  results  would  be  incalculably  beneficial^ 
not  only  in  promoting  the  primary  object  of  local  societies,  but 
in  extending  the  means  and  increasing  the  usefulness  of  tiie 
Parent  Institution. 

4.  But  tiie  organization  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies, 
however  important,  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  a 
regidar,  or  at  least  occasional  attendance  of  tiieir  Annual 
Meetings  by  the  Officers  of  the  Parent  Society.  The  ad- 
vantages derived  from  their  assistance  on  these  occasions  are 
known  and  appreciated  thoughout  die  nation,  and  cannot  be 
better  described  than  in  the  following  extract  from  the  Tenth 
lleport : — 

*'  For  much'of  that  vigor  wliich  iias  chaimcterized  the  Auziliazy  Societies 
in  saveral  parts  of  the  country,  your  Committee  are  authorised  by  those 
Auxiliary  Societies  to  say,  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  seasonable  visits 
and  zealous  services  of  your  secretaries,  whose  exertions  during  the  past 
year,  both  in  discharginc  their  official  and  these  extraordinary  duties,  have 
given  them  a  renewed  claim  to  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  society." 

5.  As  it  is  through  the  medium  of  Bible  Associations  that 
the  local  wants  of  tne  district  can  be  most  accurately  known 
and  most  efficiently  supplied,  the  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary, 
or  Branch  Society,  should  direct  their  early  attention  to 
the  establishment  and  proper  organization  of  those  highly 
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hnportant  institutions.  The  mode  of  proceeding  will  be  fuUir 
explained  and  illustrated  in  the  succeeding  Chapters  ;  but  K 
may  not  be  unnecessary  to  observcj  that  Uie.  Committee,  and 
especially  the  secretaries,  of  an  Auxiliaiy  or  Branch  Society, 
should  be  well  acquainted  widi  the  whole  system,  and  exer- 
cise a  constant  and  vigilant  superintendence  of  its  practical 
details.  At  the  same  time,  it  should  always  be  remembered, 
tiiat,  as  no  authority  is  assumed  by  the  Parent  Society  over 
ihe  internal  regulations  of  its  affiliated  institutions,  so  none  is 
possessed  by  the  latter  over  die  proceedings  of  tiieir  con- 
nected Associations,  while  tiiey  adhere  with  scruptdous  fidelity 
to  those  principles  which  constitute  the  bond  of  umon. 
Every  separate  estaUi^hment,  under  whatever  designatioii» 
is  an  independent  society,  and  governed  by  its  own  rules  and 
regulations ;  but  tiiere  is  a  law  of  kindness  and  mutual  coOi- 
fldence,  which,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  preserved  unbroken, 
will,  it  is  confidendy  hoped,  always  characterize  the  membera 
bfthe  Bible  Society. 

6.  The  Southwark  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  already  made,  has  committed  the  supply  of 
the  local  wants  exclusively  to  the  Associations  connected  with 
it,  except  in  reference  to  Prisons  and  Hospitals :  and  the 
Auxiliary  Society  of  the  County  of  Kent,  following  thia 
example,  judiciously  observe,  in  their  Annual  Report  for 
1816:— 

**  At  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  the  Maidstone  Bible  Assodatioii, 
p0mr  Committee  no  longer  distribute  Bihles  in  this  town,  but  hxve  gladly 
trsnsferred  that  work  to  the  Association ;  fuUj  persuaded,  that,  to  enable  the 

ror  to  supply  their  own  wants  throiu^  the  maiiium  of  Bible  Associations, 
to  impart  to  them  a  double  benem— -is  to  produce  in  their  own  minds  a 
more  just  valuation  of  the  holy  scriptures ;  and  also  to  excite  a  sympathy  of 
no  ordhuury  kind  with  tlie  qdritual  poverty  of  those  of  their  fbUow-creatuxee 
who  have  hitherto  had  no  access  to  the  word  and  promises  of  Gob." 

7.  The  attainment  of  this  primary  object,  and  ihe  asto^ 
nishing  increase  of  the  funds  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch 
Societies  by  means  of  Bible  Associations,  constitute  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  recommending  their  general  encouragement: 
but  this,  it  has  been  well  observed, — 

^  is  not  the  only  benefit  likely  to  accrue  from  the  general  prevalence  of  such 
institutions.  Their  iiiOirect  effects,  upon  the  chancter  and  circumstances  of 
that  class  of  the  community  which  they  chiefly  embrace,  are  of  a  nature 
highly  interesting  to  the  patriot,  the  philanthropist,  and  the  Christian.  To 
eveiy  reflecting  mind  it  must  be  apparent,  that  to  interest  the  great  body  of 
the  community  about  matters  of  this  nature,  must  tend  to  elevate  ^eir 
character,  by  engaging  their  attention  to  noble  and  worthy  ol^ects ;  to  foster 
the  spirit  of  honouiiSde  tndepcndienoe,  by  placing  them  in  the  station,  not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fM  AVSSltAUT  S0CIBTIB8.  [OHAP.  If. 

The  pubHe  Fifoeeediags  of  Ladies*  Societies,  ccmdiieted  bj  Gentlemen. 

of  recipienisy  but  of  d^nom  to  applj  an  impulse ,  to  their  bea^Y«4eiit  affieo. 
tions,  by.  making  them  feel  in  their  experience  the  truth  of  that  beautiful 
saying,  *'  It  is  more  blested  to  give  than  to  receive;*  to  stimulate,  by  means 
of  the  same  experience,  to  honest  industry,  and  promote  the  habits  of 
economy  and  sobriety;  to  raise  their  own  estinteion'of 'the  Bible,  by 
leading  them  to  view  it  as  a  valuable  gift,  to  others ;  and  by  drawing  their 
attention  more  closely  to  that  blessed  book,  to  advance  individual  and  socia( 
happiness,  by  teaching  them  to  '  tb  justify  to  love  merely  and  to  walk  humb^ 
irt*AGoD/"« 

8.  When  Ladies'  Bible  Associaidons  are  formed  in  m 
district,  it  will  devolve  on  the  Officers  cmd  CommjitQee  of  the 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  to  conduct  thcar  pubUc  proceed- 
ings, and  to  afford  them  every  requisite  .facility  and  encou- 
ragement If  ihese  associations  be  connected  with  the 
Auxiliary  Society  through  the  medium  of  a  Ladies'  Branch, 
the  secretaries  should  be  officially  appointed  a  District  Com- 
mittee to;  attend  and  assist  the  latter  at  their  regular  Com- 
mittee. Meeangs.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the  pro? 
ceedings,  nothing  ought  to  be  left  subject  to  uncertainty,  but 
a  specific  and  responsible  appointment  be  made  for  every 
department* 

9.  It  may  probably  be  going  too  far  to  say,  diat  in  no  case 
whatever  should  a  Branch  Society,  or  an  Association,  be 
supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  balance  at  their  credit  in  the  Legar ;  but  as  every  instil 
tution  ought  at  least  to  support  itself,  if  it  cannot  contribute 
to  the  general  oljject,  no  deviation  from  this  principle  should 
be  allowed  without  the  most  minute  investigation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  following  fact  will  afford  a  gratifying  illus- 
tration of  this  remark* — In  a  populous  district  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  metropolis,  the  Committee  of  a  Bible  Association  had 
adopted  a  scale  of  prices,  at  which  Bibles  and  .  Testaments 
might  be  sold  to  the  poor  considerably  umler  their  cost :  the 
number  of  Bible  Subscribers  rapidly  increased ;  and  it  soon 
became  evident,  that  the  amount  of  free  contributions  was 
inmaffident  to  counterbalance  the  loss,  and  that  the  funds 
were  consequently  inadequate  to  the  supply  of  the  subscribers. 
An  appeal  was  in  consequence  made  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  and  a  grant  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
solicited.  This  application  was  calmly  and  fully  consir 
dered,  and,  on  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
unanimously  rejected :  but  the  Committee  of  the  Association 
were  earnestly  recommended  to  institute  a  general  canvas  of 

*  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Gla!>igovr  Auxiliary  Bible  Society, 
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their  several  districts  for  free  conlribiitions ;  and  a  few  menH 
bers  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee,  offered  their  services,  to, 
assist  them  .  herein,  if  necessary.  This  recomrn^ndation  wad 
j»omptly  adopted ;  and  the  measure  carried  into  effect  vidi 
such  success,  that,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  AuxiUary  Caok'. 
mittee,  the  thanks  of  the  Assooiation  were  officially  commu* 
nicated,  for  that  refusal  which  had  given  a  new  impulse  to 
their  proceedings.  The  scale  of  prices  was  subsequently 
veviaed,  in  reference  to  all  future  subMiribers ;  and,  before  the 
eldse  of  the  following  year,  this  Association  had  contributed 
nearly  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  general  object  of  the  Parent 
Society. 

10.  The  privilege  of  making  srdtuitous  grants  of' Bibles 
and  Testaments  should  be  vested  exclusively  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society.  This  plan  is  now 
adopted  in  every  *  well-organised  institution,  and  materially 
diminishes  the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  the  Associations 
on  whose  recommendation  alone  any  grant  should  be  made. 
On  receiving  an  application  of  this  nature,  it  is  immediately 
referred  to  the  District  Committee,  within  whose  allotted' 
boundaries,  the  party  resides,  for  investigation  ;  and  on  their 
Report  is  finally  complied  with  or  rejected.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  observe,  that  the  general  adoption-  of  the  Loan* 
Fund  plan,  which  will  be  fully  detailed  in  Chapter  VIIL,  has 
in  many  places  entirely  superseded  gratuitous  grants. 

11.  Among  the  most  important  duties  which  devolve  oh 
the  Committee  of  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  is  that  of 
circulating  information  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Parent  Institution,  and  the  progress  of  the  cause  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  .  The  Annual  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts 
of  Correspondence,  and  other  publications  'df-  ^  similar 
description,  should  be  transmitted  promptly  and  regularly  to 
the  Committees  of  the  several  Associations ;  and  nothing  be 
omitted  which  can  assist  and  encourage  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  interesting  duties.  Nor  is  this  recommendation 
inconsistent  with  that  strict  attention  to  economy,  in  every 
department,  which  should  characterize  a  BfUe  Society ;  as  the 
expense  thus  incurred  repays  itself,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  by  the 
additional  interest  excited, '  and  the  gratification  afforded  to 
subscribers.  That  husbandman  is  the  most  likely  to  pei^ 
severe  in  his  labours,  who  beholds  the  increase  of  the  seed 
which  he  has  scattered  ;^and  never  did  a  field  present  a 
more  rich  and  abundant  harvest  than  that  we  are  now  con- 
templating. 
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The  extent  to  which  this  infonnation  is  suppliedi  wiH  of 
eomse  depend  on  circumstances;  but»  as  a  geneial  rule^  it  may 
be  pradent  to  furnish  an  association  with  two  or  three  comes 
ef  the  Annoid  Report  of  the  Parent  Sodety,  to  circulate 
among  die  members  of  the  Committeey  and  subsequently  to 
be  lent  to  the  free  contributors.  Every  collector  snouid  be 
regtdarly  presenG&d  with  a  copy  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  and 
ii  requisite  supply  for  the  subscribers  in  the  district  Thb 
subject  will  be  more  fully  considered  in  Chapteers  III.  and 
VII.9  in  reference  to  the  internal  arrangements  of  Bible  As- 
sociations. 

12.  It  will  be  found  conducive  to  the  economy  which  has 
been-  recommended,  for  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  to 
keep  a  stock  of  such  aocount-books,  papers,  &c.  as  are 
necessary  for  organizing  and  conducting  J^ible  Associations, 
and  enabling  them  without  delay  to  proceed  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  Another  advantage  derived  from  this  regu- 
lation, is  the  maintenance  of  one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding 
throughout  the  whole  system,  and  the  consequent  facility  of 
its  extension  where  it  is  deemed  expedient  Of  the  im- 
portance of  this  last  consideration,  the  Committee  of  the 
Parent  Society  thus  express  their  opinion,  in  the  Fourteenth 
Report  :^* 

«<  Your  Committee  take  this  opportnnity  of  mggeOang^  as  the  result  of 
their  ezperienoe,  that,  in  order  to  render  these  institutions  prosperous  and 
effective,  it  will  be  necessaiy  that  their  Committee  Meetings  be  as  fiiequent 
as  local  circumstances  wiU  admit;  and  that  thdr  operations  be  conducted 
thiou^out  with  that  r^jard  to  system  which  is  cisscntiiil  to  the  arnnmpliA. 
)nent  of  eveiy  undertaking.*' 

IS.  It  has  already  been  observed,  in  reference  to  the 
XXIVth  By-Law,  that  a  number  of  the  Annual  Reports  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society  should  be  promptly  transmitted  to  the 
Parent  Institution*  But  the  communication  of  any  important 
intelligence  is  not  to  be  limited  to  this  medium: — any  inter- 
4Ssting  information  relative  to  the  progress^  of  the  Society, 
derived  from  the  Reports  of  the  District  Committees, 
Branches,  or  Associations,  should  be  transmitted  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Ccmunittee  of  the  Parent  Institution,  whose 
dUity  it  is  to  select,  arrange,  and  circulate  such  intelligence, 
as  may  tend  to  promote  die  general  cause.  Any  Auxiliary 
Society  that  expects  to  be  furnished  with  intelligence  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  operations,  should  not  be  remiss  ia 
contributing  its  quota  to  tiie  general  stock. 
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^  14i  TheAnnualBepratof  anAimlkry  or  BiaodiSoeic^ 
should  oontaaa  a  dear  Mid  faithful  emorition  of  it»  pro« 
oeedinoB  and  results  throughout  the  whole  of  its  allotted  dis^ 
trict  Jit  has  been  already  observed,  that  m  places  remote 
from  the  metropoBsy  a  condensed  view  of  the  recent  opes^ 
tions  of  the  Farent  Society  may  be  introduced  widi  aavaiH 
tage:  but  it  should  always  be  recollected,  that  the  domestio 
drafts  CQBslitute  the  primary  and  paramount  snlgect  of  a 
Local  Report 

15.  The  benefits  derived  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible, 
Society  from  the  practical  application  of  the  system  detailed 
ii^  the  preceding  pages,  cannot  be  better  described  than  in 
the  following  extract  from  the  Twelfth  Report: — 

^  The  Auzifiaiy  Sodeties  have  Justified  thtdr  aaSm  to  that  title,  in  th« 
oioft  extensive  interpretation;  as,  independently  of  their  liberailcy  to  tbir 
Parent  Institution,  and  their  local  efficiency  in  distributing  the  Scriptures, 
they  have  contributed,  by  their  influence  and  example,  to  excite  an  atten. 
tion  to  the  establishment  of  other  Auxiliaries,  of  Branch  Societies,  and  of 
BiUe  Associations— the  whose  exhibiting  a  system  of  benevolent  co-operation 
fbr  the  best  end,  and  through  the  purest  means.  By  these  gndations  the 
lowest  orders  of  society  become  connected  with  the  highest  in  one  great 
work  of  Christian  charity ;  and  the  bounty  of  all,  accumulated  into  one 
stream,  is  i^sin  poured  forth,  to  enrich  the  spots  fiK>m  which  it  flowed,  or  ta 
Ifertilise  the  barren  tncts  of  distant  regions.** 

But  hnportant  as  are  these  advantages,  there  are  other 
grounds  on  which  the  Auxiliary  System  may  confidently  rest 
Its  appeal  to  the  countenance  of  the  wise  and  good,  while 
they  furnish  matter  at  thb  eventfid  crisis  for  deep  and  so- 
lemn reflection.  These  have  been  described  by  the  Com- 
mittee, at  the  close  of  their  Sixteenth  Report,  in  a  maniler 
which  justifies  the  selection  of  the  passage  as  an  appropriate 
conclusion  of  this  Chapter : — 

**  Nor  win  it  fiul  to  have  struck  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety, while  attending  to  the  transactions  of  the  year,  how 
gready  the  Institution  has  strengthened  its  claims  to  the  vene- 
ration and  support  of  the  Christian  public,  by  the  inqreased 
evidence  of  its  usefulness  in  cherishing  the  growth  of  vital 
religion,  and  thereby  promoting  the  happiness  of  individuals 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  The  craving  desires 
which  have  been  expressed  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
thankfulness  which  nas  been  uttered  when  this  desire  has 
been  gratified,  have  been  uniformly  associated  with  those 
principles  and  feelings  on  which  are  founded  loyalty  uid 
contentment,  subjection  to  PrindpaUtiesand  Powers  for  con* 
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flcfence  sake,  and  a  quiet  and  peaoeable  demeanour  in  all 
godUoeBs  and  honesty.  !  Nor  would  your  Committee  stand 
^y^iaftil  to  themsdiVeSy  if  they  were  to  omit  to  remark  how 
strikingly  the  truth  of'thb  observation  has  been  illustrated  in 
the  conduct  of  the » Society's  Domestic  Auaaliaries,  during 
the  tnal  through  whish  they  have  riecendy,  passed.  While 
Infiddity  has  been,  lifting  up  her  audadous  front,*  and  utter- 
ing her  many  blasphemies ;  ^ile  her  adhesenla  hmre  bujea 
labouring  with  infatuated  zeal  to  detach  the  labouring  rfaisfrr 
of  the  community  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Bible,  the  So- 
cieties and  Associations  in  connexion  with  your  Institution 
remained  steady  to  their  engagements;  and  bore,  at  their 
anniversaries,  an  unshrinking  testimony  to  the  trutii  and  ex- 
cellence of  tiiat  WORD  which  no  calumnies  will  be  able  to  dcs 
preciate,  and  no  violence  to  destroy.** 
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PRELIMINART  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  gyetem  of.  B^ble  AsaociatioiiB  liat  now  been  in  operation 
for  more  than  eight  yeam  ..the  reauU3  $xe  before  the  public; 
apd  the  ffeoeral  opinion  of  their'importance  ht,  w-tiifas^ya  by 
the  estaUishment  of  more  than  one  ilumsand  of  these  interest* 
ing  institutions,  ,and  the  progressive  increase  of  their  num- 
]|^.  We  are  justified,  therefore,  in  considering  their  effects 
lli^ith  that  attention  which  a  national  object  demands :  and  as 
these  effects  are  naturally,  connected  with  the  developement 
pf  the  system,  a  few  general  remarks,  on  the  tendency  of 
Bible  Associations,  will  not  be  considered  -out  of  place  in  a 
work  of  thiis.  nature.  It  is  a  prevalent,  but  most  erroneous 
opinion,  that  the  end. of  these  associations  is  attained  when 
the  local  wants,  of  the  poor  are  supplied ;  and  that  the  efforts 
of  benevolence  and  the.  visits  of  mercy  may  then  cease,  with- 
out injury  to  the  cause,  or  an  abatement  of  that  interest  which 
had  been  excited  throughout  the  mass  of  the  community. 
Such  a  sentiment,  in  the  author's  view  of  the  subject,  strikes 
at  the  vitality  of  the  Bible  Society,  to  which  the  permanency 
of  Bible  Associations  appears  to  him  to  be  as  essential  as 
Uiat  of  any  other  portion  of  the.  Auxiliary  System. 

But  the  consequences  of  this  impression  appear  yet  more  un- 
favourable in  another  point  of  view.  In  direct  proportion  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  labouring  classes  acquired  by  those  in 
the  superior  ranks  of  society,  and  to  the  benevolent  interest 
and  prudent  attention  manifested  towards  them,  will  the 
frame  of  civil  society  be  strengthened  and  maintained.  The 
rich  will  feel  for  die  poor,  and  the  poor  will  be  erateful  and 
respectful  to  the  rich.  There  are  a  thousand  kind  offices 
that  each  may  render  to  the  other,  but  of  which  both  have 
been  deprived  by  mutual  ignorance  and  distrust*  Is  it  not 
evident,  that  the  cessation  of  those  kind  visits  and  inquiries 
which  originated  with  the  Bible  Association,  w31  induce  a 
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belief  that  a  merely  temporary  motive  influenced  them?  And 
will  not  the  interest  felfr  by  the  affluent  in  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  poor  gradually  decay,  if  that  which  has 
nourished  it  be  withheld  ?  .  To  render  real  assistance  to  die 
poor,  by  instructing  them  how  to  assist  themselves,  you  must 
tmt  only  acquire  but  retain  their  confidence ;  and  tms  can  be 
done  by  steady  perseyerance  alone.  The  various  ranks  of 
society  may  be  comnared  to  the  inequalities  of  the  earth—- 
the  streams  gush  fortn  from  the  hills,  that  they  may  fertilize 
die  yalleys :  yet  it  is  not  the  wintry  mountain*torrent,  rushing 
impetuously  from  its  transient  source,  that  gives  yerdure  to 
the  fields;  but  the  brooks,  whose  fountains  are  perenmal,  and 
whose  waters  oyerflow  at  their  appointed  seasons.  It  has, 
been  asked  by  an  able  and  eloquent  writen*  in  reference  to 
diis  subject:  ^^  Whnf  afr^'*  ^  <^  die  best  method  of  pro«* 
riJuij^  All  ilig  secular  necessities  of  the  poor  ?  Is  it  by  la- 
bouring to  meet  the  necessity  after  it  has  occurred,  or  by 
labourbig  to  establish  a  {Nrinciple  and  a  habit  which  would  go 
fiir  to  preyent  its  existence?"  To  this  important  question 
Ae  answer  is  obvious — **  If  you  wish  to  extmguish  poverty, 
combat  with  it  in  its  first  elements.  If  you  confine  your  be* 
neficence  to  the  relief  of  actual  poverty,  you  do  notlung. 
Dry  up,  if  possible,  the  qpring  of  poverty ;  for  every  attempt  to 
lutereept  the  running  stream  has  totally  fiuled/*  That  it  is 
die  tendency  of  Bilm  Associations,  in  connezioB  with  otiber 
admirable  institutions,  to  effect  this  great  object,  we  have  die 
most  ample  and  unequivocal  evidence.  Education  has  laid 
die  ground-work ;  but  education  is  an  evil  rather  than  a  goodj 
if  correct  principles  of  action  be  not  instilled  and  enforced. 
From  the  Bible  alone  'Can  these  be  derived ;  and  hence  we 
have  an  increased  motive  to  exertion.  The  poor,  taught  by 
die  visits  of  Ihe  collectors  how  they  may  acquire  a  Bible  at 
a  sacrifice  that  is  scarcely  felt  even  by  the  most  indigent, 
gladly  embrlice  the  opportunity.  Gratified  by  the  regular 
weekly  cadis  i>t  their  superiors,  they  endeavour  to  render  their 
humble  abodes  mote  cleanly  and  attractive: — the  effort  is 
noticed  with  approbation,  and  comparative  comfort  and  order 
are  enjoyed.  The  husband  and  the  father  no  longer  spends 
his  evenings  from  his  filmily ;— he  begins  to  taste  the  pleasures 
tuf  home ;  and  to  cons^ider  whether  his  weekly  earnings  may  not 
be  more  profitably  expended  than  in  sensual  and  degrading 
pursuits.    The  expected  Bible  is  at  length  obtained, — the 

*  Br.  Ohalmen,  tn  bU  adaiirabl*  p«m{»hletmtttM  **  Th«  influence  of  Bibl«' 
BogwOm  on  tb«  tcmponl  9««ciMti«i  of  tbe  poor.'* 
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perusal  of  it  confirms  the  kabiis  recently  acquired,  and  they 
gradui^y  attain  the  force  of  principles.  He  finds  he  is  al>lo 
to  lay  by  a  portion  of  his  weekly  gains;  and^cheddfully  devotes 
.the  first-finiito  of  his  iBcrease  to  that  cause  which  he  has 
Ibund  to  be  a  blessing.  The  visits  of  the  collectors  are  con- 
sequently continued  regularly,  their  advice  is  solicited,  and 
the  Savings*  Bamk  is  recommended  as  a  secur^depository  for 
the  newly-formed  basis  of  future  independence*  *  H&te  is  the 
natural  progress  of  the  system,  not  drawn  by  the  pencil  of 
imagination,  but  indited  by  truth.  In  numerous  cases  the 
poor  have  acknowledged,  that,  although  they  conceived  at 
first  it  would  be  difficult  to  spare  the  requisite  subscription, 
they  were  soon  convinced  of  tneir  error ; — ^that  in  endeavour- 
ing to  save  one  penny  a  week,  they  acquired  habits  of  system 
aM.  eeonomv;  —  and  that,  by  perseverance  in  those  habits^ 
they  speedily  found  themselves  placed  in  comparatively 
easy  circumstances.  To  increase  the  comforts,  harmonize  the 
a£foctions,  and  give  a  moral  feeling  to  the  t^faaracter  and 
pursuits  of  the  poor,  must  afford  pure  and  unmingled  plea- 
sure ;  but  to  accomplish  this  without  inflicting  the  sense  of. 
obligation,'  and  by  their  own  agency  alone,  enhances  the  sa- 
iisfiustioni  while  it  increases  the  efiect. 

SECTION  L 

ORIGIN  OF  BIBLB  ASSOCIATIONS. 

I.  He  who  would  trace  the  History  of  the  British  and 
Fore^  Bible  Society  should  keep  steadily  in  view  the  first 
principles  of  this  remarkable  institution.  Uniting  the  affec- 
tions and  securing 'the  co-operation  of  the  members  of  aU 
denominations  of  professing  Christians,  the  energies  and  the 
abilities  of  all  have  been  c^uled  into  exercise ;  and  many  indi- 
viduals, whose  retired  haUts  bad  lonff  concealed  them  from 
the  public  eye,  having  been  attracted  by  the  importance  and 
purity  of  the  design,  have  here  found  a  centre  whence  their 
oenevolence  might  expand,  while  their  various  talents  were 
directed  to  the  attainment  of  the  highest  object  of  human  pur- 
suit— the  glory  of  their  Creator,  and  the  happiness  of  man. 

Among  those  individuals  was  Richard  Phillips,  Esq.,  to 
whom  allusion  has  already  been  made  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  and  to  whom  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
is  indebted  for  the  regulations  wbich  have  given  order  and 
'efficiency  to  its  Auxiliaries.  But  it  is  in  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular subject  on  which  we  are  now  entering,  that  he  poa- 
sesses  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country  and  of 
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mankind.  Auxiliary  Societies  had  succeeded  in*  awakening 
an  interest  in  the  more  af&uent  orders  of  the  community,  and 
h)  disseminating  information  relative  to  the  object  and  design 
of  the  institution ;  but  little  had  hilherto  been  effected  to- 
wards the  extension  of  this  interest  throughout  the  ^eat 
mass  of  our  population.  Partial  and  unconnected  efforts  had, 
indeed,  been  made  in  some  few  places,  by  benevolent  indiyi'- 
duals ;  but  nothing  seems  to  have  been  contemplated,  far  less 
attempted,  on  a  s^e  commensurate  with  the  acknowledged 
importance  of  the  object,  or  on  a  plan  calculated  to  insure 
stabiUty  and  permanence. 

2,  In  the  summer  of  1811,  Mr.  PhOlips  had  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  mode  generally  adopted  by  the  Auxiliary 
Societies  then  established,  for  circulating  Uie  Bibles  and 
Testaments  received  from  die  Parent  Institution,  and  was 
apeedily  convinced  of  its  inexpediency.  In  pursuing  the  train 
of  reflections  attendant  on  this  conviction,  and  in  contemplate 
ing  the  destitute  state  of  our  own  population,  he  perceived 
the  insufficiency  of  the  means  thus  provided  for  ascertaining 
the  extent  of  the  deficiency,  and  providing  an  adequate 
supply.'  To  a  mind  constituted  like  his,  the  discovery  of  an 
evil  is  a  sufficient  motive  to  seek  a  remedy.  He  conceived 
it  possible  to  interest  the  poor  themselves  ;  to  create  a  desire 
for  that  sacred  treasure  which  so  many  thousands  of  them 
had  never  possessed ;  and  to  liberate  the  funds  of  the  Auxi- 
liary Societies  for  the  general  object,  while  the  home  supply 
should  be  more  effectually  secured,  in  a  manner  calculated  tf 
enhance  the  value  of  the  sacred  volume. 

To  reaUse  the  prospect  which  had  thus  opened  to  his  view, 
this  Founder  ot  Bible  Associations  immediately  prepared  a 
Code  of  Rules  for  their  government,  and  introduced  aprovi- 
aion  for  their  establishment  in  the  regulations  he  had  emr 
bodied  for  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies.  Those  admirable 
measures  constitute  the  ground-work  of  every  subsequent 
proceeding,  and  the  basis  of  that  system  which  has  already 
produced  such  astonishing  effects  in  our  own  country,  and 
promises,  in  its  ultimate  results,  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  world^ 
'  This  Code  of  Rules  was  originally  prepared  in  the  autumn 
of  1811,  and  was  unanimously  approved,  and  recommended 
for  general  adoption,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1812.  The  very  few  alterations  which 
the  experience  of  nine  years  has  suggested  in  these  regula- 
tions, afford  the  best  evidence  of  their  adaptation  to  the  end 
designed. 
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3.  The  Bible  Associations  of  High  Wycombe  in  Buck- 
inghamshire,  and  of  Darlington  in  the  county  of  Durhanii 
appear  to  have  been  the  first  that  were  established  on  me- 
thodical principles.*  But  the  introduction  of  the  system  in 
SouTHWARK,  and  the  invention  and  adoption  of  those  minor 
details  that  gave  fieu^ility  to  its  application,  led  to  results  so  far 
aurpassii^  all  previous  calculations  as  to  demand  especial 
notice.  The  practical  illustration  of  the  system,  as  exhibited 
in  this  populous  district,  may  be  considered  the  primary  cause 
of  that  extensive  success  which  has  attended  its  adoption 
•throughout  the  empire.  The  force  of  example  was  here 
auperadded  to  the  lessons  of  benevolence  and  wisdom,  and 
•both  combined  became  resistlesa, 

4k  About  the  close  of  the  year  1811,  the  idea  of  forminff 
txi  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  in  Southwark  was  first  suggested 
Hitherto,  no  establishment  of  this  description  had  been  con- 
-  templated  in  the  metropolis ;  and  it  is  a  gratifying  reflection, 
that  the  idea  was  originally  communicated  in  the  course  of 
a  casual  conversation  with  Mr.  Phillips.  The  only  apparent 
difficulty  arose  firom  the  proximity  of  the  seat  of  die  Jrarent 
Institution,  and  the  consequent  belief  that  the  necessity  for 
the  proposed  establishment,  so  far  as  regarded  the  home  sup- 
ply, had  been  superseded.  To  meet  this  objection,  by  as- 
certaining how  £Bur  it  was  well-founded,  it  appeared  desirable 
'to  investigate  the  &ct  by  extensive  personal  inquiry.  During 
the  succeeding  winter,  the  author  visited  more  than  two 
thousand  fiunuies  in  this  crowded  portion  of  the  capital; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  immediate  object  of  inquiry,  the 
result  was  painfiilly  corroborative  of  previous  opinions— -con- 
siderably more  than  one-half  being  found  destitute  of  the  holy 
scriptures.  But  it  is  in  reference  to  anodier  subject  that  this 
allusion  is  made.  In  the  course  of  these  visits,  a  high  degree 
of  satisfiiction  was  experienced,  in  witnessing  many  instances 
of  grateful  sensibility  and  disinterested  benevolence,  even 
where  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  provision  for  the 
daQy  wants  of  life  must  absorb  every  other  consideration. 
We  are  too  apt  to  complain  of  the  selfishness  of  the  labouring 


*  It  dMuld  beftUtad,  tfiat  thb  otaenraticm  is  made  in  leferenee  to  the  rulei 

deriaad  by  Mr.  Fhilltpt.    Hie  remarkable  inttances  of  the  SHsrriKLD  Javenile 

-  Bible  Society,  eitablished  in  the  year  1804,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ex- 

Mtencc  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  of  the  Aiaanmr  Femak 

Barranto*  Society  $  will  be  more  distipctly  considered  in  Chap.  VII. 
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classesi  and  to  exaggerate  the  effects  of  penury  upon  their 
'hearts ;  but  it  does  not  always 

^^  Freeze  the  genial  current  of  the  soul  :*' 

and  never  can  it  be  forgotten  by  the  author,  that  it  was  in 
these  visits  he  first  conceived  it  possible  to  realise  the  most 
glowing  visions  of  philanthropy ; — ^to  direct  the  rays  of  mercy 
on  the  obscure  abodes  of  poverty  $  and,  when  they  had  illu- 
minated the  narrow  walls,  and  cheered  the  awakened  inmate, 
to  reflect  them  back  on  distant  and  benighted  lands.  Not 
only  was  the  greatest  willingness  manifested  to  subscribe  for 
Bibles,  and  the  most  cordial  gratitude  expressed;  but,  in 
numerous  instances,  individuals  who  were  destitute  were 
pointed  out  by  th^ir  poor  neighbours,  and  money  importu- 
nately offered  to  assist  in  their  supply :  and  when  the  state 
of  foreign  and  heathen  countries  was  occasionally  described, 
the  glowing  cheek  and  the  moistened  eye  rarely  failed  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  interest  excited,  in  behalf  of  millions  of 
whom  they  had  never  previously  heard.  The  General  Meet- 
ing, convened  for  the  establishment  of  the  Southwark  Society, 
was  not  calculated  to  remove  or  weaken  these  impressions. 
The  almost  prophetic  language  of  the  lamented  Henry 
Thornton,  Esq.  in  allusion  to  those  "visits  to  the  poor, 
'which  seem  to  connect  them  with  their  superiors,  and  to  pro- 
duce a  feeling  of  mutual  regard  and  general  philanthropy,** 
was  followed  by  that  masterly  exposition  of  the  tendency  of 
Bible  Associations,  which  has  identified  Professor  Dealtry* 
Hrith  the'  early  history  of  these  important  institutions. 

6.  The  district  embraced  by  the  Southwark  Society  com- 
prises a  pcqpulation  exceedinff  150,000  souls.  Scarcely  had 
.the  Committee  commenced  their  labours,  when  it  became 
■evident  that  the  time  and  attention  which  could  be  devoted 
by  thirty  or  forty  individuals,  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of 
professional  and  commercial  life,  must  be  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  due  investigation  of  the  state  of  the  poor,  so  as  to 
.ascertain  the  extent  of  the  deficiency  and  the  best  mode  of 
jiopply.  But  the  very  limited  degree  of  enerience  that 
established  this  fiict  had  Ukewise  contirlned  another — ^by  prov- 
ing the  readiness  of  the  labouring  classes  to  assist,  not  only 
in  supplying  themselves,  but  others,  were  a  prox>er  medium 

•  Now  Rector  of  Clapl)am.  The  •ddreu  alluded  to,  extended  end  rendered 
more  general,  now  forme  tba(  admirable  paper,  entitled««'*  The  Advantagei,** 
which  constituiei  No.  VII.  of  the  Appendix. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mffr%h]  ORieiM  OF  BIBLB  AiflOOlATIONfl.  £18 

Improvement  of  the  system  bjr  the  introduction  of  By-Laws. 


Provided  throush  vhich  this  disposition  might  be  gratified* 
^'he  subject  of  Bible  Associations  was  thus  brought  more 
distinctly  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee ;  and  the 
By-Laws  contained  in  the  preceding  chapter  were  framed 
with  a  view  to  this  precise  object  The  ground  having  been 
marked  out  for  Twelve  Associations,  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Auxiliary  Society  divided  into  the  same  number  of  Dis- 
trict Committees,  attached  respectively  to  each^  and  desig- 
nated accordingly,  a  supply  of  the  various  minor  publications^- 
that  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
institution^  was  placed  in  their  hands  for  circulation ;  and 
they  were  particularly  instructed  to  report,  monthly,  the  pro^ 
gress  of  the^  measures  adopted* 

6.  In  this  stage  of  the  business,  it  became  necessary  to 
examine  with  more  scrupulous  attention  the  Rules  recom- 
mended for  adoption  by  the  Parent  Society ;  and  some  requi- 
site alterations  were  made  in  them.  But  the  consideration  of 
this  subject  involved  another. .  Admirably  suited  to  the  ob- 
ject as  were  these  Regulations,  it  was  evident  that  something 
more  was  necessary,  in  order  to  direct  their  practical  applica- 
tion ;  and  it  devolved  on  the  author,  in  his  official  capacitv, 
to  prepare  a  code  of  By-Laws,  which  was  subse<j^uently 
adopted  by  the  Committees  of  the  respective  Associations. — 
The  only  merit  these  regulations  possess,  is  derived  from  the 
rules  whereon  they  are  founded,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
they  are  designed  to  explain;  but  without  them  it  was  found 
impossible  to  conduct  the  executive  details  in  an-  orderly  and 
systematic  manner.  These  Rules  and  By-Laws,  with  Speci- 
mens of  the  various  Books  and  Papers  requii^^  by  Bible 
Associations,  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages ;  and  such 
observations  are  introduced  as  appeared  necessary,  in  order 
to  give  a  clear  and  connected  view  of  the  subject 

7.  In  the  application  of  those  means  to  tlie  local  circum- 
stances of  Soutnwark,  peculiar  delicacy  was  requisite.  It  was 
the  first  attempt  on  a  scale  of  magnitude :  the  machinery  had 
hitherto  been  untried ;  and  its  failure  in  this  instance  would, 
in  all  probabiUty,  have  long  deterred  the  advocates  of  the 
cause  nrom  making  an  attempt  to  introduce  it  elsewhere.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  the.  object  justified  the  risk. 
The  Auxiliary  Society  had  already  interested  such  of  ihfi 
more  affluent  inhabitants  as  were  willing  to  support  this  noble 
cause ;  but  something  was  yet  required,  which  should  call 
forth  the  dormant  energies,  and  excite  the  afiections  of  the 
great  body   of  the  population— of  those,  whose  example 
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would  prove  resisdests^  if  exhibited  on  the  side  of  virtue ;  and 
who,  wmle  ihey  receive  the  greater  share  of  benefit  themselves, 
give,  by  their  individual  and  combined  exertions,  the  moral 
tone  and  feeling  to  the  country. 

8.  That  the  destitute  fiunilies  in  Southwarkcot/Uhave  been 
supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures  without  the  adoption  of 

those  means,  is  not  denied,  though  it  may  admit  of  a 
doubt; — ^but  it  is  unquestionable,  that  many  years  must  have 
previously  elapsed,  and  a  degree  of  sseal  and  periBeverance 
beyond  what  we  generallv  witness  must  have  characterized 
the  agents  employed.  This  however  is  not  the  question;— a 
gratuitous  distribution  could  not  satisfy  the  minds  of  those  who 
wished  to  counteract  the  degrading  influence  of  Tauperism, 
to  check  the  progress  of  Infidelity,  and  to  extend  the  empire 
of  Religion  and  Morality.  They  beheld  in  this  unfolding 
system  a  moral  engine  of  incalculable  power,  but  which  coula 
be  employed  only  on  the  side  of  Virtue.     The  spring  that 

fovemed  its  movements  was  the  Bible; — the  power  that 
irected  their  application  was  Christian  Charity.  To  bring 
the  rich  in  contact  with  the  poor,  in  a  manner  peculiarly  ca£ 
culated  to  increase  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests 
of  both ; — to  direct  the  footsteps  of  Benevolence  into  those 
obscure  lanes  and  alleys  whose  inhabitants  had  rarely  been 
beheld  by  their  superiors,  except  in  the  casual  light  that 
Charity  sned  upon  tneir  miseries,  or  the  stronger  glare  that 
Justice  flashed  upon  their  crimes ; — to  raise  the  sinking  spirit 
of  honest  independence  from  the  degradation  of  abject  and 
sensual  addiction,  and  elevate  the  tone  of  moral  feeling  by 
giving  it  a  just  and  Christian  direction — these  were  the  con- 
siderations that  incited  hope ;  tliese  were  the  prospects  that  ap- 
peared worthy  of  steady  and  persevering  pursuit.  Here,  if 
He  vouchsafed  His  blessing  who  can  alone  command  success, 
that  success  would  be  the  best  reward ;  and  if  the  effort 
failed,  the  consciousness  of  an  upright  motive  would  at  least 
acquit 

9.  Nor  were  these  the  only  incitements.  The  ^^  signs  qf 
the  ^fWi**  appeared,  as  now,  portentous — ^^  Men's  heartsjidling 
them  for  fear  f  and  something  was  required  that  should  erect 
a  secure  mound  gainst  the  tide  of  infidelity  and  the  waves  of 
licentiousness*  Of  what  materials  could  that  safeguard  be 
composed,  if  the  Bible  proved  insufficient  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent? What  voice  coula  lead  the  poor  man  to  the  path  of 
peace  and  safety,  if  that  of  sympathy  and  kindness  mm  die 
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lips  of  his  superiors  proved  ineffectual?  What  footsteps 
would  be  welcome  at  his  humble  door,  if  those  of  Mercy  and 
Gentleness  and  Benevolence  were  repelled  ? 

10.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  and  animated  by 
diese  hopes,  the  Committee  of  the  Southwark  Society  entered 
on  their  new  and  arduous  duties.  In  the  pursuit  of  their  object^ 
many  impediments  were  presented ;  but  fully  appreciating  its 
importance,  and  confident  of  ultimate  success,  thiey  steadily  per- 
severed, and  at  their  Second  Annual  Meeting  had  the  un- 
speakable satisfaction  to  report  the  full  completion  of  their 
dearest  wishes  :  they  beheld  the  whole  of  their  extensive  dis- 
trict divided  and  enclosed ;  the  boundaries  of  each  allotment 
defiiied;  the  mode  of  cultivation  agreed  on,  and  practically  pur- 
sued : — above  all,  they  beheld  competent  and  volimtary  hus- 
bandmen resident  on  the  soil  and  acquainted  with  its  nature ; 
and  they  rejoiced  in  the  anticipation  of  thait  day,  when  the 
**  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  should  be  glad  for  them,  and 
the  desert  should  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  roseJ" 

11.  These  hopes,  sanguine  as  th^y  WeYe;  h^ve  been  realized 
to  their  utmost  extent  Whether  thC'  effects  product  be 
considered  in  a  moral  or  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  whether 
we  contemplate  the  direct  or  collateral  advantages  of  the  sys- 
tem, the  results  have  been  equally  gratifying :  they  have  af- 
forded the  most  delightful  recompence  to  those  on  whom  the 
labour  and  the  responsibility  devolved ;  and  they  have  evi- 
dently satisfied  the  pubUc  mind  on  this .  important  subject 
Although  it  does  not  comport  with  the  design  of  this  work 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  moral  efiects  result- 
ing from  these  institutions,  many  evidenced  of  their  existence 
wmb^  foimd  interspersed  throu^out  the  following  pages. 
The  following  statement  of  pecuniary  results  in  Southwark, 
unexampled  as  they  are,  is  introduced  rather  as  a  proof  of  the 
interest  excited  and  steadily  maintained,  than  as  affording  an 
incentive  to  similar  exertion: — this  will  be  found  in  higher 
and  infinitely  more  important  considerations. 
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BiMw  ft  Tests,  rseeived. 


Bibles. 
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AsDOttDtpald 

lothe 

Anxiliwy  Society^ 


Sunej  Qiapel  •  •  .  .  . 
We8t-l4me  Chapd  •  •  ,  . 
St.  John  and  Bermondsey  . 
St  Sayiour  and  St.  Thomas  . 

StGeoige 

Newington 

Lower  Rotherhithe  .... 
Upper  Botfaerhithe  •  •  .  • 
Lambeth  (South)  •  »  .  . 
Christ  Church     •    .    .    .    7 

St  Clave 

Lambeth  (North)      .    .    .    . 
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4705 

498 

8542 

1831 

8618 

2000 

464 

679 

8069 

1068 

478 

1803 


4611 
74 
855 
376 
595 
636 
814 
156 
338 
136 
120 


9316 

508 

3397 

8807 

3813 

8636 

678 

835 

8401 

1804 

598 

1491 


80,085 


8393 


8115. 

851. 
1366. 

991. 
1630. 
1480. 

308. 

709. 
1354. 
1037. 

504. 

839. 


0.  0 
19.    1 

0.10 
18.  6 
16.  3 
18.   6 

6.   5 

1.  3 
18.    0 

0.  0| 
14.  1 
11.13 


28,478  12,589.11.10 


Absteact  0/  the  AccomrTs   0/  tke  Sottthwaiie  Auziliart  Society, 
to  the  3  lit  9/  March  1880. 

Total  Amount  received  was ;f.  18,786  .  18  .    0 

Of  this  sum  the  Twelve  Associations  have  contributed, 

as  above  utoted ;f.l8,589  .  11 .  10 

Total  Amount  paid  to  the  Parent  Sodetj      .    .    *    .     jS.  16,887  .    0.    9 

Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  from  the  depodtoiy  s 

To  the  Assodationa,  as  above  sUted     .    •    .     88,478 
.  .    Sold  to  Subscribers  at  reduced  prices,  accords 

ing  to  privilege       8,917 

Toted  gratuitously  for  the  supplj  of  Prisons, 

Hospitals,  Ac. 387 

Total  number  of  Copies  issued  in  Eight  Years,  3 1,788 


In  the  following  sections,  the  mode  of  establishing  and  con* 
ducting  a  Bible  Association,  as  pursued  in  Southwark,  and 
subsequently  adopted  throuffhout  the  other  ^  districts  of  the 
Metropolis,  will  be  fiilly  ez^ained.    Such  improvements  as 
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have  been  suggested  by  experience  are  interwoven  with  this 
detail,  which  is  now  submitted,  under  a  hope  that  it  wiH  be 
found  applicable,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  every  place 
wherein  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  form  a  gentlemen's 

BIBLE  association. 


SECTION  11. 

rules  and  regulations. 

1.  The  following  are  the  Rules  recommended  by  the 
Parent  Committee  for  adoption,  at  meetings  convened  to 
establish  Bible  Associations:— 

I.  That  an  Aaaodation  be  formed  for  the  piirpooe  of  contributang  towani 
the  ciiculation  of  the  holj  scriptures  without  note  or  comment,  particu* 
larlj  among  the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood ;  and  that  it  be  denominated 
the  Bible  Association  of  -^ 

IL  That  every  Member  of  this  Association  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penny  a  week  t  the  contributions  to  be  payable  quarterly,  monthly,  or 
weddy,  at  the  option  of  the  subscriben. 

III.  That  for  ^veiy  twenty-four  members,  the  Committee  appoint  a 
gratuitous  collector,  (or  that  office  may  be  filled  by  the  subscribers  in 
rotation,  eadh  for  a  certain  period,)  to  receive  the  contributions,  who  shall 
pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  early  in  every  month. 

IV.  That  the  business  of  the  Association  be  under  the  management  of  a 

Treasurer,  a  Secretary,  and  a  Committee,  conssting  of ether 

Members ;  and  that  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  three-fiiurths  of  the  other 
Members,  who  have  most  frequently  attended  the  Committee,  shall  be 
etigible  for  the  ensuing  year. 

y.  That  the  Committee  meet  once  every  month,  or  oftener,  on  some  da^ 
to  be  fixed  by  themselves ;  and  that  — ^  should  form  a  quonmi. 

VI.  That  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and 
appoint  a  Sub-Committee  for  each  district,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  sub- 
scriptions  firom  the  inhabitants  thereoC 

YIL  That  the  Committee  shall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  ftmiliea  or  individuals  residing  within  its  sphere,  are  in  want  of 
Bibles  or  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  in  whidi  case  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  fiimiah  them  therewith  at  prime  cost,  or 
reduced  prices,  according  to  their  circumstances. 

VIII.  That  the  ftmds  of  this  Association,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  Com. 
mittee  shall  direct,  whether  arising  from  subecriptions,  donations,  or  the  sale 
of  Bibles  or  Testaments,.at  prime  cost  or  reduced  prices,  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost, 
to  be  given  or  sold  among  tlie  poor  of  this  neighbourhood,  as  before  directed ; 
and  that  the  remainder  of  such  funds  shitU  be  remitted  to  the  Auxiliary 

Bible  Society  at  — ,  or  the  Branch  Bible  Society  at  ,  in  aid 

of  its  benevolent  des^ns. 
.  IX.  That  application  be  made  by  the  Committee  to  the  Auxiliary  Bible 

Society  at ,  or  to  the  Branch  Bible  Society  at ,  for  per- 

misnon  to  lay  out  the  funds  of  this  Association,  in  purchanng,  at  the  depo- 
ritory  of  the  said  Society,  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  the  cost  prices. 

'  X.  That  a  Generd  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  hdd  at — — ,  Oi^ 

■  ■     ■'■■*  in-  eadi  year ;  when  the  accoimts  (as  audited  by  the  Committeer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dl^BIBLE  ASSOCTATIOm  CONDUCTSl^  BTISBKTLEMEN.  [cRAF.m.^ 

Regulations  recommended  for  adoption  at  the  formatioii  of  BiUe  AModations. 

shall  be  preflented,  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  reported,  and  i  ,tiKa«>I 
surer^  secretary,  and  — —  conmiittee-men,  appointed. 

XI.  That   »—    be  Treasurer, Secretary,  and      ■ 

Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuing. 

^  XII.  That  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into;  and  that  they 
be  also  received  by  the  treasurer,  secretary,  and  the  jnembezs  of  the  Goou 
mittee. 

2,  When  these  regulations  were  originally  issued,  they  ap- 
peared to  their  benevolent  projector  and  to  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee fully  adequate  to  the  end  designed ;  nor  could  any 
consideration  short  of  that  derived  from  experience  justify 
die  suggestion  of  any  material  alteration  in  tneir  provisions. 
It  mayhowever  be  safely  asserted,  that  the  Third  Rule  in- 
volves two  principles,  the  advantages  of  which,  in  their  prd^- 
tical  tendency,  are  more  than  questionablc^that  of  a  per^ 
soTifily  and  consequently  uncertain  sphere  of  exertion,  instead 
of  a  local  and  defined  district, — ana  the  employment  of  indi- 
viduals, as  collectors,  who  are  not  members  of'  the  Committee* 
Nor  is  the  last  clause  of  the  same  Rule  less  objectionable;  the 
inexpediency  of  any  payments  to  the  treasurer,  except  in 
Committee,  being  sufficiently  obvious.  Besides  the  omission 
of  this  Rule,  several  alterations,  principally  with  a  view  to 
greater  perspicuity,  were  adopted  in  Southwark;  all  the 
other  leading  provisions,  and  even  the  phraseology  of  the 
regulations  issued  by  the  Parent  Committee,  being  studiously^ 
preserved.  The  reader,  who  collates  the  following  Code  with 
that  already  given  under  the  preceding  division  of  the  sec- 
tion, will  appreciate  the  very  few  discrepances,  and  make  his 
election  accordingly. 

Resolutioks  recommended  for  adoption  at  Meetingo  assemUed  for  the 
Formation  of  Bible  Associatioks. 

At^a  Meeting  of  several  friends  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodetys 
■  in  the  Chair: 

BESOLTED, 

L  That  we  form  ourselves  into  an  Assodatton  in  connexion  with  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the  ■  ■  i 

Auxiliaiy  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,*  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  tb- 
wards  the  drculation  of  the  holy  scriptures  without  note  or  comment, 
particularly  among  ttffe  poor  of  this  neighbourhood ;  and  that  it  be  denomi- 
nated the  Bible  Association  of    ■   ■■  > 

II.  That  every  person  subscribing  not  less  than  one  penny  a  week,  or 
making  a  donation  of  one  guinea  or  upwards  at  one  time,  sl^tU  be  a  member 
of  this  Attociation.  The  contributions  to  be  paid  annually,  quarterlyt 
monUily,  or  weekly,  at  the  option  k^  the  subscriber. 

*  When  a  Bibia  Assodation  is  formed  where  no  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society 
•yists,  the  ^t  part  of  tlie  retolution  should  conclude  thus :— -'<  in  connezioii  with 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.*' 
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III.  That  the  buameas  of  the  Aasociation  be  under  the  management  of  a 
pendent,  treasurer,  three  secretaries,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  not 
leas  than  — —  other  members,  el^ible  for  re-election;  and  under  the 
patronage  of  such  other  honorary  members  as  the  society  or  committee 
shall  sefect  and  obtai^. 

•  lY.  That  the  Committee  ahall  meet  once  every  month,  or  opener,  oa 
aome  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselyes;  and  that  five  shall  bea  quorum* 

y.  That  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and 
appoint  collectors  from  among  their  own  members  for  each  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  soliciting  and  collecting  donations  and  subscriptions ;  and  that  .these 
contributions  be  pud  to  the  treasurer,  at  the  Monthly  Committee  Meetings. 

VI.  That  the  Committee  ahall  make  it  their  business  to  inquire  whether 
any  fiunilies  or  individuals  reaidtng  within  its  sphere  axe  in  want  of  Biblea 
and  Testaments,  and  unable  to  procure  them ;  in  which  case  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  to  furnish  them  therewith,  at  prime  cost,  reduced 
prices,  or  mtuitously,  according  to  their  circumstances. 

VIL  That  the  fbnds  of  this  Association,  or  so  much  of  them  as  the  Com- 
mittee  shall  direct,  whether  arisinff  from  subscriptions,  donations,  or  the 
sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  shall  fitim  time  to  time  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  sold  or  given  among 
the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood,  as  before  directed,  until  they  shall  be  ade- 
quately supplied  with  the  holy  scriptures ;  in  ^hich  case,  the  amount  of 
ftiture  subsoiptions  and  donations  shall  be  remitted  to  the  — ^  Auxi- 
liary for  Branch)  Bible  Society,  in  aid  of  the  general  object  of  the  British 
and  Foreigh  Bible  Society.    - 

YIII.  That  .— .—  be  president  of  this  Association. 

IX.  That  — .-— —  be  treasurer,  ■  secretaries,  ■  and  the  following 
gentlemen  members  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuing,  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number : 

[Her€/$llow  the  namet,] 

X.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  on  the  — -.—  in 
— '• —  in  each  year,  when  the  accounts  (as  audited  by  the  Committee)  shall 
be  presented,  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  reported,  and  a  treasurer, 
secretaries,  and  committee-men  appointed. 

XI.  That  a  copy  of  these  Besolutions,  signed  by  the  president,  be  sent  to 

the  Committee  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,  with  a 

request  that  permission  be  mnted  to  lay  out  the  funds  of  this  Association 
in  purchasing,  at  the  depository  of  the  said  society,  Bibles  and  Testamenta 
at  Uie  cost  prices* 


S.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Many  of  the  remarks  which  have  akeady  been  made  on  the 
Rules  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  {see  Chap.  IL  Section  II.  Third 
Division)  will  be  found  equally  applicable  to  those  of  a  Bible 
Association :  but  there  are  some  peculiarities  in  the  nature 
and  constitution  of  the  latter,  which  require  distinct  conside* 
ration.  As  a  society  should  never  retain  any  rule  which  is 
not  carried  into  effect,  so  the  practical  meaning  and  tendency 
of  ev^y  regulation  should  be  fuUy  and  clearly  understood 
by  those  who  art  appointed  to  conduct  the  business  of  tbt 
institutioiL 
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I.  Few  circumstances  connected  with  this  subject  are 
more  important  than  the  extent  of  the  proposed  Association. 
As  a  general  rule^  it  may  be  safely  recommended,  that  the. 
district  should  not  include  a  population  exceeding  ten  or 
tweWe  ^ousand ;  but  local  considerations  will,  necessarily, 
induce  many  exceptions.  The)re  is  reason  to  fear,  that  in 
many  places,  and  especially  in  the  metropolis,  the  districts 
embraced  by  existing  Associations  are  too  extensive  to  be 
regularly  visited :  parochial  boundaries  have  usually  governed 
the  allotment;  and  where  parishes  are  of  moderate  size,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  a  more  definite  and  correct  line ;'  but 
when  die  extent  or  population  exceeds  a  certain  limit,  the 
parish  may  be  advantageously  divided,  as  in  the  case  of  Lam- 
beth and  Rotiierhithe  in  connexion  witii  the  Southwai-k: 
Society.  When  parishes  are  unusually  small,  and  do  not 
supply,  separately,  a  sufficient  number  of  collectors,  they  may 
be  beneficially  united ;  a  measure  of  which  the  same  exten- 
sive district  furnishes  more  than  one  example. 

II.  The  First  Rule  contains  a  distinct  recognition  of  the 
single  object  of  the  institution,  which  should  always  be  kept 
steadily  in  view.  In  addition  to  many  preceding  remarks  on 
this  important  subject,  it  may  not  be  altogetiier  unnecessary 
to  observe,  that  the  circulation  of  *^  notes  and  comments"  in  a 
detached  form  is  equally  a  violation  of  tiie  great  principle  of 
the  society,  as  if  tiiey  were  bound  up  witii  the  Bible. 

in.  It  is  extremely  desirable,  especially  in  the  commence- 
ment of  an  Association,  tiiat  the  greatest  caution  be  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  tiie  Officers  and  Committee.  Gentlemen 
who  possess  local  information  can  here  render  very  essential 
service,  by  their  advice  and  recommendations.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived tiiat  the  Third  Rule  does  not  enjoin  any  limitation  to 
the  number  of  the  Committee,  while  it  enables  the  members 
to  seciure  the  valuable  services  of  active  and  prudent  indivi- 
duals. In  reference  to  the  Fourth  Rule  it  should  be  observed, 
that  the  Quorum  should  be  considered  as  exclusive  of  the 
Officers. 

iv.  The  disadvantages  of  large  Associations  will  be  prac- 
tically felt,  in  complying  with  the  provision  of  the  Fifth  Rule. 
If  the  entire  district  be  extensive,  its  sub-divisions  must  be 
proportionally  dilated ;  and  tiius  the  design  of  the  establish- 
ment wiU,  in  degree,  be  defeated.  The  active  members  of 
Bible  Associations  are,  generally,  selected  from  that  class  of 
society  to  which  the  value  of  time  is  best  known  \  and  if  the 
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^    No  Collector  should  be  employed  who  is  not  a  Member  of  the  Committee. 


portion  required  by  their  new  and  interesting  engagement  be 
greater  than  they  can,  with  perfect  convenience,  spare  from 
uieir  more  immediate  duties,  it  is  evident  that  the  latter  must 
be  neglected : — on  the  other  hand,  the  weekly  hour  reserved 
for  the  Association  will  be  found  insufficient  if.  the  district  be 
'extenmve,  and  consequently  the  interests  of  the  society  muat 
sufier.  In  all  these  arrangements,  much  will  depend  on  local 
circumstances;  but  experience  has  proved  the  inexpediency  of 
including  more  than  onie  hundred  nouses  in  any  one  district: 
and  perhaps  the  important  purpose  in  view  would  be  more 
fully  answered,  especially  in  Country  Associations,  if  they 
were  reduced  to  a  moiety  of  this  number.  With  regard  to  the 
last  clause  of  this  Rule,  the  injudicious  practice  of  employing 
any  individuals  as  Collectors  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Committee,  has  been  already  adverted  to,  and  cannot  be  too 
strongly  deprecated : — every  Collector  of  a  Bible  Association 
should  be  a  member  of  the  Committee ;  and,  if  possible,  every 
member  should  be  a  Collector.  The  practical  import  of  this 
and  other  regulations  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  the  next 
section,  which  treats  of  the  By-Laws  j— and  the  duties  of  Col- 
lectors, in  reference  to  the  Sixth  Rule,  will  be  brought  under 
view,  in  one  connected  series,  in  Chap.  VIII. 

V.  Thetwofoldobjectof  the  Association  is  distinctly  recog* 
'  nised  in  the  Sevetith  Rule. — The  first  duty  is  the  home  supply ; 
but  in  proportion  as  this  is  discharged,  the  interest  in  the  ge- 
neral object,  and  the  desire  to  co-operate  in  its  attainment,  will 
extend.  It  is  one  of  the  most  happy  effects  of  Bible  Asso- 
ciations, that  they  excite  and  foster  a  spirit  of  Christian  bene- 
volence : — the  heart,  expanding  under  the  sacred  influence, 
soars  beyond  the  narrow  confines  of  its  former  habits :  the 
blessings  diffused  within  the  limited  sphere  of  immediate  duty 
cannot  satisfy  its  desires :  these  take  a  wider  range :  the 
eternal  happiness  of  all  mankind  becomes  their  object ;  and 
they  long  to  **take  the  wings  oft  he  mornings  and  fiy  to  the  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  earth.  The  feeling  thus  excited  in  the 
mind  may  be  compared  to  the  pebble  cast  into  the  imtroubled 
ocean ;  the  first  circles  that  it  produces  are  seen  and  mark- 
ed, but  they  increase  in  number  and  in  magnitude  till  they  are 
lost  in  the  botindless  expanse. 

yi.  The  observations  which  have  been  submitted  on  the 
subject  of  General  Meetings  in  the  preceding  Chapters,  will 
be.  found  to  apply  genexaUy ;  and  such  further  remarks  as  ap- 
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pear  necessary  will  be  introduced  in  Section  IV,  of  this 
Chapter.  The  Specimen  of  an  Annual  Report  of  a  Bible 
Association  will  be  included  in  Chap.  VIL 

ni.  In  fulfilling  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  Eleventh  Kvle,  it  is 
recommended  that  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  be  deputed 
to  present  ^  copy  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  to  the  Conunittee 
of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society.  The  bands  by  which 
lliey  are  united  to  the  latter  will  thus  be  strengthened;  and  an 
opportunity  be  affi>rde4  for  mutual  suggestions  and  expl»- 
nationsy  by  which  the  future  proceedings  may  be  materially 
fiunlitated. 


SECTION  UL 

BT-LAWS  OF  THE  COMMITTEB. 

h  The  origin  of  these  regulations^  and  their  importance  in 
directing  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  have  been  advert- 
ed to  in  the  Preliminary  Observations  on  this  Chapter.  The 
fundamental  Rules  of  the  Institution,  as  detailed  m  the  pre- 
ceding Section,  clearly  define  the  nature  of  the  object  in  view : 
but  it  is  the  peculiar  design  of  the  By-Laws  to  point  out  the 
mode  by  which  that  object  shall  be  attained ;  and  it  may  be 
.#afely  asserted,  that  in  no  case  has  a  Bible  Association  suc- 
ceeded, to  any  extent,  without  having  adopted  these  or  similar 
minor  regulations  for  the  government  of  its  executive  members* 

The  following  Code  is  recommended  with  confidence,  as 
having  borne  the  test  of  experience ;  while  the  success  of  those 
Associations  by  which  it  has  been  adopted  satis&ctorily  de- 
monstrates its  efficiency. 

S.  Bt.Lawb  reeomtmmied/or  adopiim'^  ike  G»i|iMi<lM«  tf  BtsuB 
AssociATxoys. 

t.  That  the  Committee  meet  at 9  on  the  — —  day  in  every  month,  at  -*« 

o*c1ock  predaelj. 

II.  As  soon  as  aquorum  is  ptresent,  the  Chair  shall  he  taken  hj  the  Prev- 
dent,  or  the  Treasurer,  or  in  their  absence  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  Committee.  If  no  one  of  these  gentlemen  be  present,  the  Com- 
mittee  shall  appoint  a  person  to  the  Chair  from  among  themselves. 

III.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  no  member  will  leave  the  room,  duxiag 
the  ritting  of  the  Committee,  without  permission  from  the  Chair. 

IV.  That  the  order  of  proceeding  shall  be, 

1.  To  call  over  the  names  of  the  Committee,  and  mark  off  those  who  ton 

present 
S.  To  read,  and  correct  or  confirm,  the  ^pnutes  of  the  preceding  meeting, 

and  dispose  of  the  business  arising  therefrom, 
a.  To  caUfiira  written  xqwrt  from  the  CoUecton  of  the  districts,  in 

order. 
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Code  of  By-Laws  recommended  for  adoption. 

4.  To  receive  the  Treasurer's  and  the  Cash  and  Bible    Secretaries 

reports  of  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  of  the  receipts  and  deliveries 

of  Bibles    and  Testaments ;  with  any  official  communications  the 

secretaries  may  have  to  moke.— After  which,  fresh  propositions 

shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 

T.  The  sphere  of   this  Association    shall  be   divided  into  convenient 

>  districts ;  to  each  of  which  two  or  more  members  of  the  Committee  shall 

be  attached  as  Collectors,  who  shall  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  District 

Secretary,  and  apprise  the  Committee  of  such  appmntment  in  their  fin( 

Monthly  Report. 

YI.  When  any  district  is  not  represented  in  the  Committee,  nor  a  report 
presented  by  its  Collectors,  the  secretary  shall  be  directed  to  remind  them, 
by  letter,  of  their  omissbn,  and  to  request  their  greater  regularity  in 
future. 

YII.  Nothing  shall  be  procured  fi>r  the  use  of  this  Association^  nor  any 
bills  be  discharged,  without  a  regular  vote  of  the  Committee. 

VIII.  No  member  of  the  Committee  shall,  on  any  account,  be  paid  6r 
his  services. 

IX.  The  Secralaiks  shall  be  ex-^jfi<h  members  of  all  Subcommittees 
X.  The  Secretaries  shall  eidl  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Conunittee  on 

receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  any  five  of  its  members,  or  may  do  so  on 
their  own  authority :  such  meeting  not  to  take  place  until  at  least  three 
days  after  the  date  of  the  summons,  which  shall  specify  the  ol^ject  of  the 
meeting. 

XI.  The  Bible  Secretary  is  empowered  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testaments 
when  necessary ;  and  shall  report  to  the  Committee  every  month  the  state 
of  the  depository*  The  Cash  Secretary  shall  also  report  monthly  the  state 
of  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

XII.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  inscribe  or  stamp  the  name  of  this  Asso. 
elation  on  the  title-page  of  every  Bible  and  Testament  issued  by  him  ;  and 
insert  the  number  of  the  receiver  on  the  page  containing  the  91  at  Psalm, 
and  the  15Ui  Chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St  John.* 

XIII.  No  Bible  or  Testament  shall  be  gratuitously  granted  without  a 
vote  of  the  Committee,  after  a  strict  investigation  of  the  drcumstanoes  of 
the  case. 

XIV.  The  Collectors  of  each  district  shall  present,  through  their  secre- 
tary, a  written  report  to  evexy  monthly  meeting  of  the  Coikunittee,  contain* 
ing  every  particular  relative  to  the  state  of  their  district 

XV. 'It  shell  be  the  duty  of  the  Collectors  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
fre^f  contributions  of  those  who  have  been  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Tea. 
taments,  provided  their  drcumatances  justify  the  application. 

XVI.  No  /amt/y,  after  having  received  one  Bible  and  one  Testament 
^mtuUr  the  cost  prices,  shall  be  supplied  with  any  more  copies  imder'such  cost 
price  without  the  approbation  of  the  General  Conunittee. 

XVII.  The  Collectors  shall  re-visit  the  whole  of  their  req)ective  districts 
■  at  least  once  in  every  twelve  months. 

XVIII.  The  Collectors  are  requested  to  call  pimctually  for  the  vreMy 
subscriptions  every  week— 'to  solicit  new  subscriptions  occasioaaUy  throughout 

*  It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  these  Chapters  are  inciden tally  suggested  x 
every  Asaociatioa  will  inuert  the  number  in  such  parts  of  the  Sacred  Volume  am 
tbey  may  think  proper,  but  every  member  of  the  Committee  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  precise  place  in  which  to  look  for  it  when  necessary. 

t  Free  cootribators  are  those  who  do  not  require  Bibles  and  Testaments^  but 
subscribe  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
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their  sevenl  districts — and  to  insert  in  their  monthly  reports  the  itamM 
and  address  of  such  persons  as  they  may  consider  proper  to  be  invited  to  jom 
the  Committee. 

XIX.  That  the  Collectors  shall  make  inquiry  eveiy  three  months  of  all 
the  pawnbrokers  within  their  respectiye  districts,  whether  any  Bibles  or 
Testaments  are  pledged,  and  to  what  extent ;  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 

.  names  and  address  of  the  parties  who  have  pledged  them ;  and  shall  include 
*b11  such  information  in  their  next  monthly  report.  The  Collectors  are  also 
requested  to  endeavour  to  interest  pawnbrokers  in  the  great  object  of  the 
Bible  Society. 

XX.  At  tiie  Committee  Meetings  in  February,  May,  August,  and  No- 
vember, a  Sub-Committee  shall  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Committee  a  draft  of  a  report  to  the  ensuing  Conference. 
Such  report  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and,  when  adopted,  to  be  handed 
to  the  secretaries,  who  shall  fill  up  the  blanks,  sign,  and  present  the  same.* 

XXL  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  Association  shall  be 
sold  at  the  cost  prices,  as  spedfled  in  the  annexed  table :-— but  the  Collectors 
are  authorised,  in  cases  of  poverty,  or  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to  de- 
liver copies  when  not  less  than  oneJialf  of  the  cost  price  has  been  paid. 

BIBLES,  t 

Small  Pica,  Maiipnal  References,  14  0 

Small  Pica 10  6 

Long  Primer 9  6 

Brevier,  Marginal  References  ...  II  10 

Brevier 7  2 

Minion 6  0 

Nonpareil 4  2 

Pocket,  Bfimon-tm 5  7 

Pocket,  Nonpareil-type 4  6 


TESTAMENTa 

4,  d. 

,  bound  in  Calf 4  3 

3  3 

3  3 

2  2 

2  8 

1  6 


Pica. 

Pica Sheep  . .   ... 

Long  Primer Calf. , 

Long  Primer Shee; 

Brevier Calf. , 

Brevier Sheef 

Brevier Unen  Cloth.  1    3 

Pocket Calf... ....2    1 

Pocket Sheep 1    6 


XXIL  No  new  By-Law  shall  be  made,  nor  any  existing  By-Law  repealed 
or  altered,  without  one  month's  previous  notice  being  given,  and  a  copy  tff 
the  proposed  alteration  sent  to  ev^  men^ber  of  the  Committee. 


3.— OBSBRVATION& 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  IL  (Section  HI.  Fiflh 
Division)  for  many  ffeneral  remarks  on  the  nature  and  ten* 
dency  of  those  regubtions.  Such  fiirther  observationa  as 
appear  necessary  will  now  be  submitted. 

'  L  It  is  very  desirable  that  a  place  should  be  gratuitously 
obtained  for  the  rifeetings  of  the  Committee.     It  frequently 


*  This  By-Law  is  only  applicable  where  Conferences  are  held; — these  are 
at  present  confined  to  the  metropolis,  but  may,  with  considerable  advantage,  be 
Instituted  in  those  places  where  several  Aisoctations  are  connected  with  the  bam'e 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 

f  The  cost  prices  specified  in  this  list  are  those  of  the  present  time  (Mardi 
1821).  Every  alteration  of  price  is  communicated  by  the  Patent  Committee 
to  the  Secretaries  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  who  should  immediately  apprise  the 
Secretaries  of  their  Associations ;  and  the  latter  should  promptly  inform  the  Col- 
lectors, and  make  the  requisite  corrrection  in. this  By-Liw.  ... 
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Importance  of  piuctualU  j,  and  adliflraBce  to  prescribed  ocder  of  proceeding. 

happens  tbt  a  sehool-room  is  offered  for  this  purpose^  or 
one  of  the  apartmeals  beloi^giiig.  to  a  public  establishineQl ; 
and  it  is  of  importance  that  it  1^  a  plaoe  to  which  every, 
neaiber  can  oone  with  the  most  perfect  freedom.  The  day 
and  hour  should  be  selected  which  are  the  most  convenient 
to  the  migori<^  of  the  Committee*.  The  advantages  of 
tuMciuality  in  the  attendance  of  Committee  Meetings  cannot 
oe  too  stronffly  enforced.  In  this,  as  in  other  respects,  the 
example  of  tiae  officers  will  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the 
other  membera  of  the  Committee. 

II.  A  due  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Second  and  two. 
following  Bv-Laws  will  materially  tend  to  facilitate  the 
business^  The  Chair  should  always  be  taken  at  the  hour 
specified ;  and  if  the  officers  can  make  it  convenient  to  be  at 
we  committee-room  half  an  hour  previously,  it  will  expedite 
the  business,  especially  if  the  Collectors  be  informed  of  this 
arrangement,  as  they  will  then  apply  for  any  requisite 
assistance.  Tlie  regular  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  Committee  should  be  always  encouraged,  and  their 
advice  or  suggestions  received  with  respecmil  attention. 
The  gentleman  who  presides  should  have  a  copy  of  the  By- 
Laws  before  him>  and  should  strictly  maintain  the  decorum 
tad  order  of  the  meeting.  Much  valuable  time  wiQ  be  saved 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  prescribed  arrangement  of  the 
committee-business,  which  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
secretaries  to  enforce. 

The  nature  of  the  Collectors'  and  Officers*  Reports  will  be 
considered  in  Chap.  Y II.,  in  order  to  avoid  repetition,  and  to 
bring  the  wh6le  subject  under  review  in  a  connected  series  of 
observations. 

ni.  The  practical  operation  of  the  Fifth  By-Law,  as 
iregards  the  arrangement  of  the  districts,  has  been  considered 
in  die  preceding  section.  In  the  appointment  of  Collectors, 
it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  leave  the  members  at  liberty 
to  select  those  districts  which  they  respectively  prefer,  and 
to  make  their  own  election  of  their  colleagues.  In  some  of 
ibe  Associations  connected  with  the  Southwark  Society,  the 
secretaries  have  rendered  very  essential  services  to  the  insti- 
tution by  occasionally  assisting  the  Collectors. 

.  p«  The  duty  enjoined  by  the  Six/A  By-Law,  thoueh  a 
painful  one,  should  always  be  impartially  fulfilled.  It  is 
jauch  more  easy  to  arrest  the  progress  of  decay,' than  to 
fiecover  the  ground  whidi  has  been  lost  by  inattention ;  and 

Q 
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no  rale  of  the  society  should  he  considered  a  dead  letter^ 
This  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Ninth  By-Law :~~' 
the  more  frequently  tne  secretaries  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend  die  meetings  of  Sub-Committees,  the  more  likely  is  it 
tfiat  Ae  object  of  their  appointment  wiU  be  attained* 

v.  Although  cases  may  sometimes  occur  to  justify  the 
extraordinary  meetings  of  the  Committee,  authorised  by  the 
Tenih  By-Law;  they  should  be  held  as  seldom  as  possible. 
An  hour  or  two,  monthly,  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  for  die 
usual  duties  of  a  Committee,  and  the  valuable  time  of  its 
members  should  never  be  trifled  with. 

VI.  The  observations  on  the  duties  of  the  secretaries  of  an 
Auxiliary  Society  (See  Chap.  IL  SecUonllh  Ninth  Division) 
may  afibrd  some  useftil  suggestions  to  those  who  occupy  a 
similar  situation  in  Bible  Associations,  so  as  to  explain  die 
tendency  of  the  Eleventh  By-Law;  but  the  sutject  will  be 
more  explicitly  treated  in  Chap.yiIL  Section  L 

vn.  Great  advantage  has  been  found  to  result  from  the 
regulation  contained  in  the  Twelfth  By-Law,  as  everv  Bible, 
and^  Testament  found  at  a  pawnbroker's  or  book-stall  can  be 
immediately  traced  to  the  original  receiver.  The  observation 
on  the  Nineteenth  By-Law  wul  furnish  a  satisfactory  illustra- 
tion of  diis  remark.  The  propriety  of  the  Thirteenth  By-Law 
will  be  more  frilly  appreciated  on,  reference  to  Chap.  YIII» 
Section  IL;  as  the  regulations  of  die  **  Loam-Fumd**  provide, 
for  aU  cases  of  emergency. 

VIII.  The  important  dutv  enjoined  by  the  Fourteenth  By- 
Law,  and  die  fiunlity  with  which  it  may  be  discluirged^  wu| 
be  more  frdly  understood  on  veferring  to  the  Spedm^i  of  aj 
Monthly  Report,  Chap.  VIL  Section  V.  . 

IX.  In  reference  to  the  Fifteenth  By-Law,  it  mi^  be  suffi-s 
cient,  in  this  place,  po  observe,  that  while  the  two-fold  object 
of  Bible  Associations  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  by  the 
Collectors,  diey  are  recommended  to  exercise  die  greatest 
delicacy  and  prudence  in  soliciting  free  contributions  from 
die  labouring  classes  of  society ;  and  in  every  instance  where 
die  real  comforts  of  a  family  would  be  abridged  thereby^ 
such  contributions  should  be  kindly,  but  firmly  declined* 
This  part  of  the  subject,  which  involves  the  most  im- 
portant conniderations,  wQl  be  treated  of  more  at  large' in  die 
sequel 

X.  Although  the  frmds  of  the  Association  are  prudently 
protected  by  die  Sixteenth  By-Law^  it  will  be  observed  diat 
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a  door  is  left  open  for  the  supply  of  mdividuals  going  to 
service,  &c. 

XL  The  provisions  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Eiffkteenth  By- 
Laws  inyolve  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  me  practical 
details  of  a  Bible  Association.  In  every  well-organized 
Association,  provided  the  districts  be  adequately  furnished 
with  Collectors,  a  perpetual  syst^oi  of  re-visiting  will  be  kept 
up,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  neighbourhood  be 
obtained.  But  it  is  advisable  that  the  whok  of  the  district 
should  be  periodically  re-visited.  Of  the  importance  of 
punctuality  in  collecting,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  say  tod 
mudi.  The  success  of  every  Association  will  always  be  ill 
direct  proportion  to  the  degree  of  regularity  evinced  by  the 
Collectors ;  and  although  it  has  been  said,  that  the  poor  had 
neither  the  ability  nor  the  inclination  to  co-operate  in  this 
good  work,  the  event  has  proved  that  they  have  both :  they 
have  manifested  the  greatest  readiness  to  subscribe,  not  only 
to  procure  the  sacred  volume  for  themselves,  but  to  promote 
its  universal  division;  and  in  many  cases  the  Collectors 
have  felt  it  their  duty  to  accept  a  part,  only,  of  what  they  had 
liberally  offered  to  contribute.  The  ability  of  the  poor  who 
subscribe  is  evinced  by  the  aggregate  amount  of  their  con- 
tributions— ^by  the  decided  preference  given  to  the  higttesi 
priced  Bibles — ^and,  in  numerous  instances,  by  the  continuance 
of  their  regular  subscriptions  after  they  have  obtained  the 
wisl^-for  treasure. 

xn.  The  ^Nineteenth  By-Law  had  its  ori^  in  the  opposi- 
tion made  to  the  society,  on  the  grounds  which  this  regula- 
tion proposes  to  examine.  Few  objections  have  been  more 
gtronffly  and  pertinaciously  urged,  tnan  that  which  is  founded 
on  tne  presumption  that  the  subscribers  would  pawn  the 
IBibles  and  Testaments  suppEed  by  the  Bible  Society:  re* 
peated  and  strict  investigations,  in  various  places,  have  how-> 
ever  completely  reftited  this  objection.  In  no  part  have 
these  inquiries  been  more  systematically  and  perseveringly 
pursued  than  in  Southwark,  where  it  has  been  correctly 
ascertained,  that  of  JS5,484  Bibles  and  Testaments,  circu- 
lated up  to  March  1818,  only  twenty-four  copies  (fourteen 
of  whicn  were  issued  by  one  Association)  had  found  thei^ 
leay  to  the  pawnbrokers,  being  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
every  eleven  hundred  copies  issued.  The  result  of  a  simi- 
lar investigation  in  Liverpool,  where  more  thaD  S0,000  copies 
had  been  distributed  by  the  Auxiliary  Institution  and.  its  con^ 
nected'  societies,  appears  to  have  been  still  mpjre  saUs&Or 
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iarr : — in  their  second  Annual  Report^  the  Coniniittee  of  tibe 
Ladies'  Branch  of  that  Society  observe : — 

'^  Your  Committee  have  made  repeated  vimts  to  the  pawnbn^en  ia  tfala 
town,  and  the  result  has  been  highly  satisfiictory.  After  eveiy  pains  ia 
their  power  to  elicit  the  truth,  only  one  Bible  has  been  diacovei^d ;  and 
althoi^  their  vigilance  may,  from  interested  motives,  have  been,  in  some 
Instances,  eluded,  your  Committee  believe  that  these  instances  have  been  ox* 
•eeding^y  rare.  The  pawnbr(d:era  have  generally  declared,  that  they  nei^ 
ther  had  received  nor  would  receive  the  Society's  Bibles;  and  many  of  them 
have  become  contributors  as  well  as  their  servants.** 

'  And  the  following  extract  from  the  first  Annual  Report  of 
the  Tindale  Ward  Auxiliary  Society  affords  a  gn^ying 
evidence  of  similar  results  in  another  extensive  district  :.—- 

*^  Your  Committee  cannot  avoid  remaxking  upon  one  dvcumstanoe  mosi 
aeariy  connected  with  the  success  of  the  society,  the  circulation  of  a  report* 
*  that  the  poor  were  so  crammed  with  Bibles,  that  the  pawnbrokers*  diopt 
Irere  filled  with  them  ;  and  that  the  booksellers  could  afibrd  to  self  them 
(so  purchased  of  the  poor)  at  half  price.*  Groundless  as  such  assertions 
9uist  have  appeared  to  your  Committee,  it  yet  became  their  duty  to  inquiro 
minutely  into  these  alleged  fiu:ts,  not  only  as  they  were  said  to  exist  in  theji 
own  district,  but  in  the  town  of  Newcastle,  where  the  /otirik  Auxiliaiy 
Bible  Society  in  the  kingdom  had  been  established.  It  is  with  pleasuie 
your  Committee  state  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  be,  that  during  the 
whoie  period  of  the  late  scarcity,  *•  not  more  than  two  Bibles  had  been  left  at 
a  pawnbroker's  shop,  and  that  only  for  a  short  time  t*  and  '  but  mte  Teoba- 
ment  had  been  offered  for  sale  *  by  a  little  girl,  who  had  picked  it  up  in  ono 
of  the  soldiers*  billet-rooms.  This  latter  however  was,  even  in  the  first  in- 
stance, refiised,  firom  the  society's  mark  being  observed  on  the  back.** 

XIII.  The  practical  application  of  the  Tweniieih  By-L^vr 
will  be  fully  explained  in  Seetion  Y .  of  this  Chapter* 

XIV.  In  reference  to  the  Twenty-Jirst  By-Law,  Cottectonw 
should  be  particularly  careful  not  to  inform  the  subacriberB 
that  they  are  empowered  to  deliver  Bibles  and  Testamenta 
under  the  cost  prices.  They  are  indeed,  by  this  By-Law, 
authorised  to  deliver  copies  before  the  cost  price  is  cotn^ 
pleied;  but  this  power  should  always  be  exercised  with  peeii-> 
liar  caution  and  discretion,  not  only  to  prevent  Jealousy  on 
the  part  of  subscribers,  but  the  misapplication  of  the  funds. 
In  those  few  cases,  where  copies  are  delivered  under  the  cost 
prices,  the  subscribers  should  be  distinctly  told^  that  they 
are  supplied  in  the  confidence  of  their  continuing  their  sub* 
•oription,  and  that  the  cost  prices  are  considerably  lowav 
than  those  at  which  similar  copies  could  be  procured  h^m 
booksellers. 

%y.  The  tendency  of  the  Twenty-secmd  By-Law  will  be 
indent  Many  disadvantages  have  resulted  from  frequent 
tfad  uimeceisary  changes  lu  the  r^^ulatioiis  which  govern 
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I ;  mtd  wMlo  tlie  Comnilttees  pmsemi  an  undoubted 

right  to  make  any  alterations  in  their  By-Laws,  this  right 

"ihould  not  be  exercised,  except  in  cases  of  obvious  necessity* 

*•*  Specimens  of  all  the  Books  and  Reports  referred  to  in  tht 

By-Laws  will  be  founds  in  one  connected  series,  in  Chap.  VIL 

Section  V.  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be 

necessary  to  illustrate  their  practical  tendency. 


SECTION  IV. 

niB  MOAB  OF  BSTABLUHINO  AND  ORaAMIZim  A  BIBL*     • 
ASSOCIATION. 

1.  A  slight  review  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Auxiliary  Socie^ 
and  the  observations  annexed  to  them,  (See  Chap.  IL  Sec^ 
lion  III.)  will  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that  thev  are  framed  witk 
particular  reference  to  the  subject  on  which  we  are  iww 
about  to  enter.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  several 
districts  of  Southwark  were  regularly  defined*  and  respee* 
tively  placed  under  the  care  of  a  Sub^Committee,  who  wen 
instructed. to  adopt  measures  for  forming  a  Bibk  AssocialiQs 
in  their  district  In  order  to  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
die  plan  adopted  and  pursued,  it  is  only  necessarv  to  follow 
one  of  these  District  Committees,  and  to  trace  their  proceed- 
ings until  the  object  was  finally  attained. 

9.  Having  interested  a  few  aerious  and  active  individuals,  and  aecuied 
their  cooperation  by  a  clear  and  simple  statement  of  the  design,  thej  wen 
invited  to  meet  the  District  Committee  at  a  suitable  place, — ^geneiallj  the 
JiSwe  ol  one  of  the  memben»  At  this,  the>lr##  m§mimg  of  the  ProvWo6al 
r—imitrgnj  after  evei^  requisite  expknation  had  been  nrea,  the  ChsiniiMi 
(who  was  always  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee)  adced  each  indivk 
dual  pseaent,  for  the  names  and  address  of  such  of  his  fi1en<fo  and  acquaint* 
snce  in  the  district  as  he  conceived  likely  to  promote  the  important  de« 
ngn,  and  to  become  efficient  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  inteadeA 
Bihia  Asssfliirtsn  ;  strong^  imprssBlng  on  the  attention  of  ^jhose  pxiseift, 
Ikit  isymtanffr  of  moral  and  religious  character  in  then:  selection,  in  pie^ 
ibvence  to  any  other  consideration.  Fifteen  or  twenty  names  having  been 
thus  pneured  and  entered  on  the  Minutes,  they  were  subsequently  trtn- 
sastted  into  two  or  three  separste  lists,  which  were  aumhared  from  ene  op* 
wsrdSi    The  finUowing  Besolution  was  then  adopted  :«- 

^Resolred^That  A.  B>  and  CD.  be  deputed  to  wait  penonsUy  on  the 
faifividuals  comprised  in  list  No.  L  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  in* 
Isrest  them  in  the  prqjected  association,  md  to  request  the  &vour  of  their 
attendance  at  the  adjournment  of  this  Meeting.** 

fimilar  resolutions  were  then  adopted  with  respect  to  the  other  listsi  an4 
tin  Mspective  deputations  were  furnished  with  a  supply  of  printed  papers  for 
drcUktion  among  their  ftiends.  * 

•  The  most  ustfnl  papers  for  this  purpose  are Nos. I,  V,a  VII,  <»f  i|m  Appendix. 
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If  an/  one  of  the  new  memben  appeared  quaiifiad  to  act  as  flea'otatj»  the 
fidlowing  zeeolutioa  was  adopted  :— 

^  Beflolred— That  B*  P,  be  requested  to  officiate  as  ProTisional  Secretary  to 
this  Committee;  that  he  be  authorised  to  get  250  notices  printed,*  and  Uiat 
he  send  one  timelj  to  each  person  now  present  or  spedfied  in  the  lists.*' 

If  none  of  the  new  Members  appeared  qualified  to  act  as  secretaries,  the 
above  resolution  was  deferred  tiU  the  next  meeting,  and  the  Auziliaiy 
District  Committee  continued  to  issue  notices  in  the  mean  time. 

The  meetinff  then  a^oumed  for  a  fisw  days. 

The  interval  between  the  first  and  second  meeting  was  occupied  in  spread* 
ing  information,  and  soliciting  additional  perianal  aid  ;  the  co-operation  of 
clergjmen  and  mimsters  was  requested,  and  their  knowledge  of  character  and 
abitatj  was  alwi^  ibund  enuaentl j  condudve  to  the  progress  of  the  wetlr. 

In  reference  to  this  primary  meeting,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  ob^rve,  that  the  individuals  engaged  should  be  prudently 
and  cautiously  selected. — ^It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  gen^ 
tlemen  who  compose  Auxiliary  Committees  possess  an  ade« 
quate  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  to  enable 
uiem  to  select  diose  who  are  best  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties 
assigned  them.  The  most  clear  and  correct  information  rela- 
tive to  the  object  in  view,  should  be  diffused  at  the  outsef» 
and  every  misapprehension  be  prompdy  explained. 


3.  At  the  Second  Meeim§^^  firom  twenty  to  thirty  individuals  usually 
attended  ;  and  the  members  of  the  District  Committee-— who  were  always 
tssLsted  on  these  occasions  by  one  or  more  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society— Slaving  answered  every  objection,  explained  the  principles  and  ob- 
ject of  the  institution,  and  rendered  the  plan  perfectly  intelligible  to  thosQ 
who  were  present ;  the&llowingK£80LUTiovs  were  adopted: — 

I.  Besolved— That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  form  a  Bible  Association  in 
tins  parish  [or  dieirki] ;  and  that  it  be  denominated  the  — «— «  BiUe  Aasa- 
ciation* 

IL  Besolved— -That  the  concerns  of  this  Association  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  President,  Treasurer,  three  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  of  not 
leas  than  >.^->  other  persons. 

III.  Resolved— That  J.B^  C  D.,  and  ^.  F.  be  a  SubJCommtttee  of 
patronage,  and  that  they  submit  to  the  next  meeting  the  namea  of  suitable 
persons  for  President  and  Treasurer. 

IV.  Besolved— That  G.H.,  LK.y  and  X.JIf.  be  a  Sub-Committee,  fbr 
Avidingthis  parish  [sr  dieiriet]  into  [IS,  18,  S4,  &c.  aceeriing ie  the exUM 

•  FORM  OF  NOTICE. 


BIBLE  ASSOCIaTIOK. 


<»  The  next  Meeting  of  the  FroTisional  Committee  will  be  held  at »  on 

Ae  evening  of  next the  — —  day  of  — — ,  at  —  o'clock  precisely. 

E.  F.  SEcaaiAav." 

By  draving  the  pen  through  the  word  "  Provisional,'*  any  surplus  copies  of 
Ms  mAUce  rn/ay  be  eubsequently  ueedfbr  the  Pennanent  Committee. 
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the  lespectire  boundaries  of  each,  with  the  aevend  streets,  lanes,  Ac  com- 
nrised  therein,  and  that  thej  submit  the  same  to  the  next  meeting. 

y.  Resolved — That  N.  O.  be  requested  to  bring  to  the  next  meetm^  a 
X>ode  of  Rules  fbr  the  government  of  the  intended  Association,  leaving  ^ 
-bhmks  for  the  namesof  the  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  Committee. 
;    VI.  ResolTed— That  PajB^  A.  iS.,  and  7.  U.  (hauhig  ]^remamtl^  tmtemM 
to  ocO  be  proposed  to  the  General  Meeting  as  Secretaries  for  the  ea-  ^ 
suing  year. 

*  YII.  Resolred^That  fT.X.  and  KE.  be  requested  to  examine  and 
veport  to  the  next  meeting  the  most  suitable  place  fiv  holding  the  Genecsl 
Meeting. 

'    YIII.  Resolved — That  the  following  persons  be  proposed  to  the  General 
'Meeting  as  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  jrear,  with  power  to 
««dd  to  Uieir  number. 
Ifigreikemmm  o/ikote  isAs  kadagrttd  UaUtm  ik^OmmiiUe  werwmatrUdJ 

'  mMH  a  tugieinU  fmmher  of  persont  to  emuiituU  a  Commiitee  couid  WBi  U 
frtemr^d  at  the  Second  MeeUng^  ihefolUfwing  Resoimti&m  was  adopted:-^ 

TSL  Resolved*-That  B.  A^  D.  C.,'  F.  ^.  be  a  Sub-Xl^mmittee,  to  bring 
to  the  next  meeting  a  list  of  persons  suitable  for  committee-men,  and  who 
flhall  hare  consented  to  the  appointment. 

^  n»  partieuUtr  husimtn  demanded  aiimUim^  theMeminf  wot  them  amounted 
/er  ikree  erfawr  daye  hjf  ihefoUewiMg  ReaohUioa:'— 

.    X.  Resolved— lliat  this  meetuiff  do  now  adjourn  to  next   the 

*—  instant,  at  — —  o'clock  preciselj,  at  this  house ;  and  that  the  secre- 
tary give  timely  notice  to  those  who  are  now  present,  and  such  other  persons 
M  he  may  deem  suitable. 

As  these  Resolutions  involve  some  measures  which  materially 
li£fect  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Society,  the  following 
Observations  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place. 

L  The  Committee  being  authorised  by  the  Third  general 
Rule  to  add  to  their  numl^r,  it  is  unnecessary  to  admit  many 
members  in  this  stafle  of  the  proceedings.  Every  day  wiU 
increase  their  knowkdge  of  suitable  characters ;  and  it  is  only 
requisite  to  secure  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  of  indi- 
viduals to  carry  die  preliminary  arrangements  into  effect 

'  n.  In  reference  to  the  Third  Resolution,  the  clerical  head  of 
the  parish  should  always  be  solicited  to  fill  the  office  of  Pre- 
sident: should  he  decline,  a  respectable  layman  should  be 
■elected:-^and  as  the  Treasurer  is  Chairman  ex  officio  of  the 
iPommittee  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  an  intelligent^ 

J  prudent,  and  respectable  person  should  likewise  be  chosra 
or  this  office. 

.  in.  In  the  division  of  the  town,  parish,  &c  into  districts, 
the  observations  already  offered  in  Section  II.  will  be  found 
to  apply.  These  arrangements  should  be  made  by  those 
gentlanen  of  the  Coiomittee  who  posseig  the  gseatest  local 
knowledge. 
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IT.  TbedutyenjoiiiedbyliieFifttiResoliitHmkMiiiAyf^ 
ittled  by  the  Secretary,  ^ho  prepares  a  lair  copy  of  the  nite» 
recommended  for  adoption.  {See  Section II.) — It  is  certainly  at 
the  discretion  of  every  Association  to  adopt  these  or  any  omr 
vegulationa ;  but  it  is  respectfully  submittedi  that  many  adb* 
▼antages  will  result  from  having  one  uniform  plan  of  operation 
throughout  the  whole  system.  ^ 

v.  Few  considerations  are  more  important  than  diose  con- 
nected with  the  choice  of  die  Secretaries.  They  should  not 
only  be  active  and  zealous^  acquainted  with  the  detuls  of 
business,  and  interested  in  the  object,  but  respectable  indi-- 
viduals  who  have  a  certain  portion  of  time  at  their  own  com- 
auuid :  they  should  also  possess  that  deffree  of  ialent  and 
influence  which  may  enable  them  promptfy  to  assist  the  col- 
lectors in  any  case  of  difficulty  and  doubt.  The  regular  aa4 
punctual  attendance  of  Secretaries  at  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  of  very  material  consequence  :-*-if  they  be  remiss  in 
the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  collectors  will  speedily  manifest 
m  similar  declension ;  while  their  punctuality  and  judgment 
will  not  only  encourage  the  collectors,  but  strenguien  their 
40wn  hands  in  the  impartial  administration  of  the  rules.  It 
iiiay  be  proper  to  observe,  that  from  this  time  the  Secretaries 
act  as  such,  in  conducting  the  preliminary  business. 

VI.  As  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  Bible  Asso- 
ciations may  be  ascribed  to  the  tone  and  spirit  which  have 
been  excited  by  the  primary  General  Meeting,  too  much 
attention  cannot  be  directed  to  those  preparatory  measures 
which  are  now  under  consideration.  The  place,  day,  and 
hour  should  be  selected  which  appear  most  accordant  with 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  is  evi* 
dent,  tliat  the  co-operation  and  harmony,  which  so  particu- 
larly characterize  this  great  design,  will  be  most  eroctually 
preserved  by  avoiding  every  thing  partaking  of  a  seetarian 
aspect  The  place  of  meeting  should  be  central  and  conmo- 
diovs ;  and  the  time  appointed^  sudi  as  not  to  interfere  wilii 
the  duties  and  engagements  of  the  labouring  classes. 

vn.  In  reference  to  the  Tenth  Resolution,  great  advantages 
lurre  been  derived  from  a  strict  adherence  to  tiie  time  ap- 
pointed for  committee-meetings,  by  which  habits  of  regularity 
and  attention  are  inculcated  and  confirmed. 

vin.  At  the  close  of  everv  meeting  of  the  Provision^  Com- 
msbtee,  the  Secretary  should  immediately  furnish  an  active 
indmdual  of  each  Subi^Committee,  then  appointed,  wflh  a 
copy  of  the  resduliQii  which  rtqpiires  aliention  \  and  he  should 
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f  dtte  cave  to  sonmon  his  colleagues,  and  proceed  to  llie 
ItaBiness  for  which  they  were  appointed.  The  several  Suh^ 
Committees,  if  composed  of  judicious  persons,  will  find  ampU 
tine  to  perform  their  respective  duties  within  the  {Hrescribed 
paciod  cf  adjoununent :  should  any  difficulty  occur,  they  am^y 
to  the  District  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  whoa6 
du^  it  is  to  afford  them  full  information  and  any  requisite 
assistance.  

4.  At  the  Third  Meethug^  the  several  Sub-Committees  pveeented  thdr 
Ittpective  reports,  which,  with  anj  necessary  amendments,  were  adopted. 

TheBesolutioBs  to  be  snbmitted  to  the  General  Meeting  weie  cwnplffted, 
b/  inserting  the  names  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  Com* 
ttittee. 

'  The  Aeets  of  paper,  spedfying  the  several  sub-divlsiofw  of  tiie  psfMl 
(sr  ifisfrfei]  designed  to  cemprW  the  Aflaociation,  having  been  ^ven  in,  tlit 
aanes  of  two  or  more  members  were  attached  to  each,  one  i»  whom  was 
appointed  Secretary-  of  the  district ;  and  these  arrangements  were  rcgularlj 
entered  on  the  Minutes. 

The  fbUowing  Resolutions  were  then  adopted : 

L  Resolved — That  the  General  Meeting  be  held  at  {here  tpKtfy  the  plaet^ 

on  die  evening  of '——  the day  of ,  at  — -  o*elock  predsely  i  anl 

that  the  president  be  requested  by  the  secretaries  to  take  the  chair. 

11.  Resolved — ^That  a  orcular  letter  be  addressed  by  the  secretaries  t* 
the  following  dergymen^  ministers,  and  other  gentlemen,  resflectftilly  re- 
fBt«^ng  the  ihvout  of  their  company,  to  talre  part  in  the  preeeedisy  of 
dwiaeetii^;  aad  that  the  aspistaBoe  of  the  Committee  of  the  Auntey  Ah 
dety  to  conduct  the  business  be  requested. 
[Hmv  uutrt  uUH9f  proper  penom  to  he  invited  at  Speaken  em  the  oceaeiem,  ti 

emek  e/wkem  me  if  the  hamd-kitle  to  he  adopted  hp  thefiUmom$  lUooUdiem 

SMNMa  as  eacteeeeux 

JUL  Beeelved^That  the  following  form  of  a  hand4iill  be  adopted  I  vis.   , 

A  GENERAL  MEETING, 
MMi  TU  anjiaLtsaKEm  or 

A  BIBLE   ASSOCIATION, 

tv  TomiBxioir  with  the AuziUAar.  oa  brakcr.  socirt, 

Te  Include  the  Co^iperation  of  all  Classes  in  supplying  the  Poor,  particularly 
of  this  District,  with  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

WILL  as  wmvD  at    

On  » the  — —  of->  ■     ■  ■  IM-^ 

AT  —  0*CI.OCK  TKZCISELT, 

,  m  the  Chair. 

The  Attendance  oC  the  Inhabitants,  particularly  of  the  Labouring  flrpsoc 
is  eamesliy  requested. 

4tnmm%imim  wUl  he  premded  for  ikm  ItinaM  laAa  map  Ar: 
dmsrem  efpremie^aeg  tfde  importatU  deeigm"* 
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r    IV.  BeiolvecU— That  the  eecreUries  be  withmised  to  IwFe  -— •  copu» 

of  the  hAnd-bill  printed  [aboui  at  maty  as  there  are  hmeet  m  ihe  jfuruk  4t 

dUhict]  forthwith ;  also,  — ^  copies  on  large  paper,  as  posting-bUls ;  an4 

that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  at  the  next  meeting. 

.    V.  Eesolved—That  the  secretaries  be  authorued  to  procure  audi  bodks^ 

|)apm»*^(c.  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  <tf  the  inteBded  Abm^ 

'/pation. 

YI.  Besolved — That  J.  B.  and  C IX  be  requested  to  prepare  a  fiiir  cop^ 
V)f  the  order  of  proceedings  for  the  General  Meeting,  and  submit  the  same 
to  the  next  meeting ;  leaving  blanks  fin:  the  names  of  the  different  Speakers: 
^ .  YII.  Besolved — ^That  this  Meeting  do  now  acjljoum,  to  -^ —  the  -— k.-  of 
— — ,  at  —  o'iAo(^  precisely:  and  that  Uie  secretaries  give  notice  accordingly^ 

.'  On  these  Resolutions  it  may  be  obserybd,— 

I.  That,  generally  speaking,  the  early  part  of  the  week  is 
^be  most  suitable  for  a  general  meeting.  In  large  towns  the 
evening  of  Monday  has  been  found  the  most  convenient  for 
the  labouring  classes.  In  the  choice  of  speakers,  care  should 
be  taken  to  invite  gentlemen  of  every  denomination  of  pro* 
fessing  Christians.  If  any  occurrence  prevent  die  President 
^om  taking  the  cluur,  the  Committee  should  select,  timdyj 
wapther  respectable  and  judicious  person  as  the  Chairman.    - 

n.  In  distributing  the  hand-bills,  die  Sub-Committees  should 
t>e  careful  that  every  family  is  supplied ;  all  classes  of  ^e 
tcommunity  tiius  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  object  in  view, 
and  are  at  the  same  time  apprised  of  the  place  where  they 
may  receive  more  full  information. 

,  IIL  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  duties  prescribed  by  these 
Resolutions  devolve  principally  on  the  Secretaries,' who  should 
see  tiiat  every  necessary  arrangement  is  completed  previous 
to  tiie  last  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Committee :  the  hand- 
bills, vrith  any  other  requisite  papers,  should  be  divided  into 
as  many  parcels  as  there  are  districts:  if  answers  are  not 
obtained  from  the  gendemen  who  have  been  invited  as 
Speakers,  they  are  personally  waited  on;  and  the  attendance 
ot  every  member  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  and  of  the 
District  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  is  particularly 
requested  at  the  next  meeting. 

lY.  The  **  Order  of  Proceedings,"  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  the  jSix^A^Resolution,  will  be  given  in  the  sequel 


5.  At  the  F^earthUeMig^  the  Secretary  of  each  district  having  taken  charge 
9i  the  iM^>er  describing  its  boundaries,  &c.  the  following  ussolutions  ireze 
adopted:-- 

!•  Resolved— That  a  sufficient  niunber  of  copies  of  the  hand-bill,  an* 
BOluMDHigthAOeiieiilMeetaiig,  with  any  other  papers  vhtcfanaybe  required 
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Proceedings  at  the  Fourtli  Meeting  of  tiie  ProTisional  Committee. 

Cbr  drcnlation,*  be  now  delivered  to  the  Secretsries  of  each  SubJCommitCdft, 
the  menben  of  which  are  requeeted  to  distribute  them  throii^iout  theU: 
aeveral  districts. 

II.  Resolved— That  the  Secretaries  take  charge  of  the  posting-biUs  now 
produced,  and  that  they  have  them  phMxd  in  conspicaous  paits  of  the  pariah 
|sr  dUtriei]  at  least  three  days  before  the  General  Meeting :  and  that  they 
send  copies  of  the  hand-bill  to  the  Ministers  of  the  several  places  of  worship 
in  the  vicinity,  with  a  request  that  the  meeting  may  be  announced  to  their 
zespective  congregations. 

III.  Resolved^That  J.  A,  C  D*,  and  E.F>  be  a  Committee  of  arrattg*. 
'ment,  to  supeiintoid  the  fitting*up  of  the  place  of  meeting;  that  they  pro- 

.  vide  a  sufficiency  of  seats  and  lights,  and  have  a  proper  platform  erecteid. 

lY.  Resolved— That  the  Secretaries  prepare  two  copies  of  the  Order  ef 
'  Proceedings  for  the  evening  (one  to  be  laid  before  the  Chairman,— the  othsr 
before  the  Secretary,  who  announces  each  Speaker's  ;iame  as  he  oom^ 
forward),  copy  the  Resolutions,  and  deliver  them  to  the  several  Speakers,  anid 
.  assign  ^ch  his  place  $  and  that  they  attend  at  the  place  of  meeting  one  hour 
previous  to  that  appointed  for  taking  the  chur,  in  order  to  receive  the  gentle- 
men invited,  and  to  see  that  the  prdiminary  arrangements  are  completed.    ' 
Y.  Resolved— That  a  ff,  /.IC,  L.M.^  iV.  O.,  P.Q^  mdM.S.  be  a 
.  Committee  of  Accommodation  to  attend  at  the  place  of  meeting  at-    "  ,  ■ 
.  o*clock,  (at  least  an  hour  before  that  which  is  appointed  for  taking  the  chair,) 
in  order  to  shew  the  company  to  their  seats,  and  to  preserve  due  order  and 
decorum  during  the  meeting. 

YI.  Resolved— That  the  gentlemen  composing  the  District  Committee  of 
the  Auxiliary  Society  be  requested  to  attend,  at  the  close  of  the  me^ttng, 
.with  plates,  in  order  to  receive  contributions. 

Yll.  Resolved— That  the  Secretaries  summon  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  meet  at  ,  on  next the  — —  instant,  at  — —  o'clock 

precisely,  and  that  they  also  give  notice  to  the  members  of  the  District  Ooni- 
mittee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 

In  reference  to  these  Resolutions,  the  following  observa- 
.  TioNs  are  submitted : — 

I.  It  will  tend  to  the  publicity  of  the  intended  meeting,  |f 
respectable  shopkeepers  are  requested  to  place  some  of  the 
hand-bills  in  their  windows,  especially  in  considerable  tho- 
roughfisures.  It  has  not  unfrequently  happened  that  strangers 
have  been  thus  induced  to  attend  these  meetings ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  what  they  have  there  witnessed,  to  adopt  similar 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  other  and  more  distant  dfidtrkts*  ( 

II.  Ic  has  been  found  highly  advantageous  to  accommodate 
every  individual  with  a  seat,  as  it  conduces  to  the  order  and 
decorum  of  the  meeting.  Churches,  chapds,  schools, -ftc^lin 
the  vicinity  will  furnish  a  supply  of  forms  and  benches,  where 
xequired*  The  Sub-Committee  of  accommodation  should 
comprise  every  member  of  the  Committee  who  is  not  other- 

.  wise  engaged ;  and  it  ought  to  be  their  individual,  as  weft  M 

•  Tbe  most  useful  papers  Unr  this  purpow  ara  Nos.  YII,  VIII,  lX,AX.ik 
tha  Appendix. 
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coUeetive  object,  to  maiHtain  that  order  and  decMwn  which 
should  always  characterize  the  Baeetings  of  a  Bible  Society. 

m.  It  has  been  the  custom,  in  the  estabtishment  of  some 
Assoeiationsy  to  receive  the  fumes  and  address  of  contribiitors 
at  the  close  of  the  general  meeting;  but  it  will  be  found 
beneficial  to  omit  this  practice,  and  for  one  of  the  Speakers  to 
inform  the  auditors  that  they  will  be  called  on,  by  the  collec- 
lors,  in  thdar  raapective  diatricts. 

IT.  The  first  meeting  of  the  permanent  Committee  should 
take  place  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  general  meeting  :'^if 
Oil  the  day  immediately  succeeding  the  meetings  it  will  be  tbe 
nose  desirable* 

6.  Havuig  thus  traced  the  progress  of  those  measures 
which  have  usually  preceded  the  establishment  of  a  Bib^ 
Aasociatioi^  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  in  many  instances 
the  whole  of  the  preliminary  business  has  been  trans- 
acted in  two  or  three  meetings  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, and  occasionally  even  in  one.  There  is,  however, 
a  risk  in  accelerating  these  important  arrangements, 
whidi  should  always  be  conducted  with  judgment  and 
order.  Local  circumstances,  and  the  prudence  of  those 
who  are  charged  with  the  executive  duties,  will  suggest 
the  proper  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued,  and  induce  the 
postponement  of  a  general  meeting,  nAiet  than  expedite  it 
before  those  arrangements  are  matured. 

The  next  subject  for  consideration,  is  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  General  Meeting  for  the  regular  establishment  of 
the  Society,  -._-——— 

7.  ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINGS 

AT  THB  GXlfBBAL  MBSTIMO. 


I  ft  Mwf  ^MKTMaa  *»** 


S.A,B.* 


openfl  the  buainetB  of  the  meethtf ;  fltates  thm  o^ 
ject  in  view  ;  and  conludes  bj  referring,  for  a  more 
ftiU  explanation,  to  ^.JB. 

expkdns  more  ftilly  the  design  of  the  British  aa4 
Foreign  Bible  Society ;  the  nature  oi  the  Aux- 
iliary Society ;  and  d  the  Afltfodatien  : — ^the  con- 
nexion  which  mibsiits  between  the  xelatvre  parly  i-^ 
the  maaner  in  which  the  fiinds  of  etch  uiatitatMO 


*  This  requisite  information  is  generally  given  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
tbe  Auxiliary  Society  |  or,  tn  bis  absence,  by  any  other  gentleman  who  is  master 
of  the  subject 
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11.  A5.-. 


11  r  K 


are  applied ;  and  the  privileges  to  which  ihej  ya^ 
seyerally  entitled :  conduding  by  a  reference  to  the 
Code  of  Bules  and  Regulations,  which  will  bejub- 
mitted  for  approval  and  adoption. 

!  reads  the  Rnles  and  Reguktioiis,  as  adopted  bj  ihe 
Provinonal  Committee,  including  the  names  of  the 
Piesident,  OflScers,  and  Committee^ 

moves  Na  1— 

^  That  the  Ridee  and  B^ulationa  now  read  be 
adopted  by  this  meeting,  ai^  that  the  genUemen 
named  therein  be  the  President,  Officers,  and  Com* 
mittee  of  this  Association,  and  that  the  latter  have 
power  to  add  to  their  number.** 

seoonda  the  Motion  Nob  l. 

The  Motion  No.  1.  having  been  put  and  carried, 
moves  No.  S — 

^'  That  while  tliis  meeting  grikeAdlj  Mteoww 
ledges  the  kindness  of  the  Pnaident,  in  eonpljlng 
with  the  request  of  the  Provisiaoal  Committee,  it 
desires  to  express,  thus  publicklj-,  an  earnest  hope 
that  the  Association  may  experience  the  benefits  of 
bis  personal  attendance  at  the  legukr  mocttnga  of 
the  Committee." 

seconds  the  Motion  Na  % 

The  Motion   No.  %   having  beta  put  %  f*e 
httver^  and  carried, 
acknowledges  the  Jtesdutioo. 

moves  No  3— • 

^  That  this  meeting  confideein  thejud^nent  and  ' 
prudence  of  the  Officers  and  Committee  now  a|^ 

pointed,  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  pure  and  sin-« 
gle  principle  of  the  Parent  Institution.** 

the  Motion  No.  8. 


The  Motion  No.  3.  having  been  put  and  carried, 
moves  No.  4 — 

*'  That  in  thus  recogniring  the  claims  of  the  9ri. 
tidi  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  geaeni  suppett, 
this  meeting  respectfiiUy  coagiatulatei  tbe  Coai- 
mittee  of  that  Institution,  on  the  maniftst  exteoma 
of  the  Divine  blesnng  in  prospering  their  exerdons.** 

seconds  the  Motion  No.  4. 

TheModonNa4.havi|«bee»  p^tuAtmsf^ 
moves  No.  ft— 

^  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  Indented 
to  the  Chairman  fbr  his  attention  to  thetmsineasof ' 
tit^eveiiing.** 
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Observations  on  the  FtooeedingB  at  the  Genenl  Meeting. 


14.  y.^ 


15.  7^  CftatrMON.^ 


seconds  the  Motion  No.  5« 

The  Question  No.  5,  having  been  put  hjf  tkt 
MtnteTj  and  carried, 

admowledges  the  Resofaitioni— refers  to  the  platee^ 
for  receiving  contributions— and  adjourns  the  meet* 
ing  to  the  daj  specified  in  the  Genml  Buks.    . 


r  OBSERVATIONS. 

.  t.  In  die  proceedings  of  a  Greneral  Meeting,  and  especially 
of  that  for  the  establisnment  of  a  Society,  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  object  should  be  clearly  and  mlly  ex« 
plained,  and  the  results  of  similar  institutions  in  other  places 
correctly  detailed.  In  this  "  Order  of  Proceedings'*  it  WiB  M 
observed,  that  this  important  duty  is  assigned  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  whose  statements  shouI4 
be  rather  practical  than  argumentative ;  his  language  simple 
and  clear  ;  but,  above  all,  whose  sentiments  should  be  of  that 
liberal  and  catholic  nature,  which  best  accords  with  the  cha- 
racter and  design  of  the  institution  whose  merits  he  advocates. 

'  n.  The  object  of  Bible  Associations  being  to  excite  an 
interest  in  the  great  body  of  our  population,  it  is  evident,  that 
every  exertion  should  be  used  to  induce  a  full  attendance,  of 
the  iabourinff  classes  of  the  community.  For  this  purpose,  a 
decided  preSsrence  should  be  shewn  them  in  the  invitation  to 
the  General  Meeting :  having  never  before  heard  a  similar  ap- 
peal to  their  feelings  and  their  judgment,  the  effect  is  decisive! 
The  object,  pure  and  simple  in  its  nature,  is  comprehende<]^ 
while  its  value  and  importance  are  felt ;  and  the  conviction 
that  even  their  limited  support  may  be  rendered  conducive  to 
the  promotion  of  the  glorious  design,  and  their  services 
availing  in  the  extension  of  its  benefits,  produces  a  moral 
effect  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  strangers.  They  are 
attracted  from  sensual  and  degrading  pleasures,  and  pre- 
sented with  a  view  of  higher  and  superior  enioyment9^ 
That  which  they  have  Ions  wanted,  is  proved  to  be  within 
their  reach ;  and  they  feel  a  strong  desire  to  co-operate  in  a 
cause  where  pursuit  confers  its  own  reward,  and  where  ulti* 
mate  success  is  certain. 

Btit  in  order  to  effect  this, — to  give  the  Poor  this  new 
moral  tone  of  feeling,  and  to  instil  this  new  and  pure  inqeiH 
tive  to  action, — the  attention  of  the  Speakers  at  tne  General 
Meeting  should  be  directed  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
auditors.  It  will  easily  be  perceived,  tbat  manT-t>f  those^ 
addresses  wluch  would  oe  admirable  at  the  establishment  of 
an    Auxiliary    Society,  are    out  of  pbtie  at  that  of  an 
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Organization  of  the  Committee. 

Association;  where  simplicity  of  language  is  one  of  llie 
principal  means  by  which  the  attention  of  a  popular  assembly 
can  be  engaged.  And  especially,  those  cheering  anecdotes* 
and  interesting  facts,  of  which  no  fiiend  to  the  Qible  Society 
should  be  ignorant,  ought  to  be  brought  fbrward ;  and;  if. 
prudently  introduced,  the  effect  is  irresistible :— they  exhibit' 
the  most  striking  illustration  of  the  design,  and  they  are 
Bemembered  when  argument  is  forgotten* — It  is  scarcely  neK 
cessary  to  observe,  that  no  anecdotes  should  be  introduced 
which  are  not  well  authenticated^ 

ni.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest,  that  the  length  oi^ 
the  General  Meeting  ougnt  not  to  exceed  from  two  to  thr^e' 
hours ;  the  auditory  should  depart  with  a  desire  of  hearing^ 
ttore  of  **  this  new  thing,**  rather  than  fatigued  and  incoi^ 
▼enienced  by  too  long  detention  from  their  homes  and  familiea/ 
On  tins  part  of  the  subject,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  I. 
Section  aIV.  and  to  Chap.  11.  Section  V.  for  such  general 
observations  as  appeared  necessary  to  elucidate  the  nature 
and  character  of  those  meetings. 

&  As  the  ORGANIZATION  of  the  new  society  cannot  be  con- 
sidered complete  until  after  the  first  regular  monthly  meetinjf 
of  die  Committee,  it  is  necessary  to  detail  the  proceedings  of 
that  meeting.  : 

,  The  chiur  being  taken  at  the  hour  appointed,  the  names  of  the  memben 
ptesent  are  marked  off  in  the  list,  and  those  of  visitors  inserted  in  the  Rougji 
Bfinute  Book  t— the  Minute  Secretary  next  reads  the  Besolutions  adopted 
at  the  General  Meeting,  including  the  Bulea  of  the  Aosociation.  The  dutie« 
.  that  devolve  on  the  Committee,  aa  arising  out  of  those  proceedingSyare  the^ 
regularly  fulfilled  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  Resolutions  :*- 

1.  That  the  duties  of  the  respective  secretaries  be  thus  defined,— 
I.  That  J.  B.  be  MnrvTE  Secretary. 
XX.  That  CD. he  Cask Secretciy. 
III.  That  £.  F.  be  Bibls  Secretary. 
and  that  the  Minute  Secretary  ftimish  his  colleagues  and  the  traafuref 
irith  their  proper  books  and  papers.  * 
S.  That  the  following  individuals  be  added  to  the  Committee.  i 

[Here  intirt  the  narnM  and  addrea  9/ new  memUr$y  each  •/whom  should  60 
frefued  ly  one  and  ucendtd  by  amoiher  member,  ie  whom  ho  i$  pertonailp 
hnown3 

S.  That  the  district  embraced  by  this  Association  be  sub-divided  ak 
under:  vIjb.  •        '  ^ 

iEereepoeifythoSttHU,  Laneiyifo.  eompriaod  intho  DktneiNo.  I,  andprueed 
in  a  simUmr  manner  to  detoribe  evorjf  other  ditiriei  eorreciiff.]  f      -^   t 

.  •  See  Spedmens,  Chap.  VII.  Section  5.  •    ^- 

t  See  Chap.  VIL  ^Section  IV.  for  anuire  full  explanation. 
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Resolutkmfl  mAof^iBd  at  their  prijnary  BCeeting. 


7%e  MiMU9  Ssereiar^  tkm  readt^  disiimei^^  the  deteriplion.  tf  /V*.  1,  muL 
tk»  C(hrfr fwriw  tVfMfCf  lAc  viMi^efv  prtteni  tp  offhr  tkdr  mnum  /«r  t*«tf 
dirtrieis  wkkk  tk^  fnftr^  whiU  ikg  JUimUe  SurUary  framei  the  /oUmnMg 


4.  Th»t  the  foUowin^  be  the  appointment  of  the  memben  of  the  Coa^ 
nittee  at  Collector! :  viz. 

District  No.  1.     G.  H.  and  /.  K. 
«.    JL.  ^.  and  M  O. 
ZPf€^c£ng  Ui  a  sUnihr  manner  wUh  retpect  t^aii  the  distrMs  if  ike  A99oewHim.\ 

5.  That  the  foUoffing  be  the  By.  i[«at0i  of  this  Committee  (i«f5^c<Mii  in.); 
and  tiiat  the  secretaries  be  authorised  to  get  ^— *  copies  of  the  Rules  and-' 
By-I^WB  printed  as  soon-  as  possible,  and  send  two  copoes  to  ereiy  member  of 
tlw  Committee,  and  ten  cojnes  to  the  CommiUee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 

6.  That  the  secretaries  immediately  furnish  the  secretary  of  each  dis- 
Irict  with  proper  visiting  and  collecting  books,  *  printed  papers  Ibrdr. 
ffl^M*^")  and  aU  other  requisites ;  and  that  the  coUectors  be  requested  t* 
tisw^n*^  tiieir  visits  on  —  next,  the  —  instant. 

The  Cadi  Secretary  having  reported  that  the  sum  afifc  was  xe* 

eeived  at  the  door  at  the  dose  of  the  General  Meeting,  and, that  he  had  psiA 
£. for  incidental  expenses  attending  the  said  Meeting  $ 

RXSOLVED, 

T.  That  the  balance  of  £.  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

-  ••  That  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  be  requested  to  attend  the  next 

Meptipgof  the  Committee  of  the Auxiliary  [er  JBnmeA]  Society* 

%>  present  a  copy  of  the  Rules  adopted  at  the  General  Meeting,  and  to  request 
permission  to  lay  out  the  funds  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at 
their  depository,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  8th  Rule. 

Ob  these  Resoludons  it  is  only  necessary  to  remarki  that 
the  Secretaries  shoidd  make  their  own  arrangements,  widi  r^ 
mrd  to  the  division  of  their  dudes,  previous  to  the  meedng^of 
die  Committee.  All  business  arisii^  out  of  die  Minutes  should 
receive  the  immediate  attention  or  those  officers ;  but  in  this 
stBffe  of  die  proceedings,  more  particularly,  delay  should  be 
studiously  avoided,  llie  numerous  advantages  resulting  from 
dlie  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Auxdiary  Committee 
at  die  Monthly  Committee  Meetings  of  the  Association,  are 
too  obvious  to  require  particular  notice : — the  members  of  die 
District  Committee  should  always  receive  an  official  invitation 
to  those  meetings,  and  the  occasional  company  of  dieir  col- 
leiuniies  be  likewise  solicited. 

The  ^*  Hints  to  Officers  and  CoUectors,**  constituting  Sec* 
tion  L  of  Chap*  VIII.  will  be  found  to  embrace  a  general 
view  of  their  respective  duties. 

9*  Having  dius  traced  the  rise  and  progress  of  a  Bible  As* 
iOciatioD  to  die  condusioB  of  the  First  Meeting  of  the  regular 

•  Sse  Chap.  VII.  Section  V. 
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Committeey  it  is  not  necessary  to  follow  the  subsequeDt  proF 
ceedings  of  the  Society.  That  which  has  been  already  de- 
tailed will  afford  every  requisite  information,  and  convince  the 
friends  of  the  cause,  that  the  establishment  of  those  institu- 
tions is  attended  with  httle  difficulty,  and  that  simplicity  is 
the  prominent  feature  in  the  plan.  But  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  submit  a  few  general  hints  illustrative  of  the  svstem 
adopted,  and  the  observance  of  ^which  has  been  found  con- 
ducive to  success, 

I.  Where  any  doubt  -exists  as  to  the  actual  dearth  of  the  holy 
scriptures  in  a  parish  or  district,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Pro- 
visional Committee  of  the  intended  Association  to  appoint  a  Sub- 
committee, to  ascertain  the  fact  by  a  personal  investigation.  This 
ii  the  more  necessary  in  those  districu  in  which  a  parochial  or  pri- 
vate fund  for  the  supply  of  Bibles  exists,  as  the  inadequacy  ot  all 
such  funds  to  supply  the  demand,  forms  a  powerful  argument  at  a 
General  Meeting. 

II.  In  the  appointment  of  Secretaries,  and  in  the  selection  of  the 
Cemmittee,  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  religious  profes- 
sions. If  eligible  persons  offer,  it  is  adviseable  that  the  Secretaries 
should  be  of  different  persuasion  ;  and  that  one-half  of  the  Commit- 
tee should  consist  of  members  of  the  Established  Church.  Too 
much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  introduce  into  every  branch  of  the 
society,  that  admirable  regulation  of  the  Parent  Institution,  which 
attracu  the  affections  and  secures  the  co-operation  of  every  deno- 
mination of  Christians. 

III.  Great  advantage  has  resulted  from  engaging  Foremen, 
Clerks,  and  Superintendants  of  manufactories  and  workshops,  as 
members  of  tiie  Committee;  their  influence  and  example,  when 
properly  directed,  being  found  to  operate  powerfully  on  the  sub- 
ordinate workmen.  Similar  benefit  has  been  derived  from  engaging 
the  valuable  services  of  a  class  of  young  men,  who  are  never  back* 

I  ward  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  reUgion  and  morality — ^the 
Teachers  in  Sunday  Schools  i,  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Bible 
Society  have  been  conspicuous ;  and  the  effect  on  the  minds  of  Uie 
children  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

IV.  The  importance  of  punctuality  in  collecting  the  subscriptions 
has  been  already  adverted  to.  When  the  collectors  call  regularly 
once  a  tveek^  the  subscriptions  are  cheerfully  paid;  but  if  they 
neglect  their  duty,  the  poor  are  too  frequently  induced  to  apply 
their  mot%By  to  other  purposes.  The  following  little  anecdote  will 
Illustrate  this  observation : — 

In  one  of  the  Associations  connected  with  the  Southwark  Auxili- 
ary Society,  an  old  Soldier  had  long  been  a  cheerful  free«»con- 
tributor  of  a  penny  a  week.  •  The  Collectors  having  omitted  to  cM 
for  three  successive  weeks,  visited  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth, 
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and  informed  him  that  they  believed  he  owed  them  four-pence :  the 
old  man  smiled,  and,  pointmg  to  a  tea-cup  on  the  chimney-piece,  re- 
plied, **  Gentlemen,  vou  have  been  lazy,  and  FU  punish  you  for  it : — 
m  that  tea-cup  1  laid  by  for  you  a  penny  a  week  for  three  weeks ; 
but  as  yott  did  not  think  proper  to  call  for  it^  I  spent  it;  and  I'll  now 
give  you  only  a  penny :  this  will  make  you  more  care^  in  future — 
the  cause  is  too  good  to  be  neglected.'*  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  this  lesson  from  the  old  man  was  not  lost  on  the  Col- 
lectors. 


SECTION  V. 

THE  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE. 

Proceeding  with  the  detail  of  the  system  as  adopted  in 
Southwark,  we  next  subject  for  consideration  is  that  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference;  an  institution  to  which,  humanly  speak- 
ingy  much  of  the  success  which  has  resulted  may  be  ascribed. 
Many  of  the  following  remarks,  in  reference  to  this  measure, 
and  to  the  effects  and  influence  of  Bible  Associations  in  that 
important  and  interesting  district,  may  require  an  apology  to 
those  who  hare  perused  the  Reports  of  the  Southwark  So- 
ciety ;  but  where  the  observations  of  the  author  have  been 
confirmed  by  experience,  he  has  not  hesitated  to  express 
them  in  the  same  language  which  he  originally  adopted. 

1.  When  the  Southwark  Associations  had  been  established, 
it  was  perceived,  that,  although  a  constant  and  harmonious 
intercourse  was  kept  u^  between  the  Auxiliary  Society  and 
each  of  those  dependencies,  something  was  yet  required  which 
should  bring  the  whole  into  one  collected  point  of  view, — some 
centre  of  unity  and  concord,  which  should  attract  the  various 
members  of  the  &mily,  and  from  which  the  rays  might  ema- 
nate, conveying  heat  and  light  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
system.  This  centre  was  happily  found  in  the  establishment 
of  a  regular  Quarterly  Conference,  comprising  the  members  of 
the  Auxiliary  Conunittee,  and  deputations,  consisting  of  eighty 
tea,  or  twelve  members,  from  the  Conunittee  of  ^ich  Asso- 
ciation (in  which  tiie  respective  officers  are  included),  but  at 
which  the  other  members  of  the  different  Conunittees  have 
Ae  privilege  of  attending  as  visitors. 

2.  The  following  are  the  Regulations  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  with  such  improvements  as  appear  expedient: — 

I.  That  /#.  B.  be  requested  to  officiate  aa  secretaiy. 

II.  Thia  Confisrano^^all  eonsiat  of  the  president,  rice-pr^aidents,  tvea- 
wrer,  leoetarisa,  aad  Committee  of  the  Auziliaxy  Bible  Society ;  the  presi. 
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dents,  vice-presidents,  treasurers,  and  secretaries  of  the  respective  Assodi. 
ations  connected  with  the  said  Auxiliary ;  and  a  deputajbion  from  each  of 
their  Committees :  the  names  of  the  menibers  deputed  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Beeteiary^  at  least  four  days  previous  to  each'  Conference. 

III.  This  Confetence  shall  be  held  on  the  evening  of  the  fint  Thursday 
in  January,  A|Mil,  July,  and  October,  at  six  o'clock  precisely. 

IV.  The  order  of  proceeding  shall  be  :^ 

1.  To  elect  a  chairman. 
S.  To  call  over  the  names  of  the  members. 

8.  To  read,  and  confirm  or  oonect,  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Con. 
ference,  and  dispose  of  any  busineas  arising  therefrom. 

4.  To  call  on  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee  for  such  in- 

formation as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  interesting. 

5.  To  receive  the  reports  from  the  Aasodations  in  their  order  of  esta* 

blishment 

6.  To  receive  and  consider  new  propositions. 

-  T.  The  report  from  each  Association  rfiall  not  exceed  the  limits  of  a  folio 
tfieet,  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  supplied  by  the  Secretary  ;•— 4nd  shall 
specify— 

1.  Totalamountof  moneys  received  since  the  establishment. 

S.  Amount  received  since  the  last  Conference. 

8.  Total  amount  paid  to  the  Auxiiiaiy  since  the  estabEshmeni. 

4.  Amount  paid  to  the  Auxiiiaiy  since  the  last  Conference. 

5.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered  at  cost-prices. . 

6*  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  delivered  under  cost-prices. 

7.  Total  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  gratuitously  distributed* 

8.  Total  nmnber  of  subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

9.  Total  number  of  free  contributors. 

10.  Increase  or  decrease  of  subscribers  in  the  lut  quarter. 

1 1.  The  number  of  individuals  on  the  Committee,  and  the  aven^  num« 

ber  of  those  who  have  attended  during  the  last  quarter. 
IS.  A  statement  cf  any  interesting  fects  and  observations,  including  the 
result  of  inquiries  among  the  pawnbrokers.      '    • 

VI.  No  report  shall  be  received,  unless  it  has  been  previously  adopted  at 
a  regular  committee  meeting  of  the  Association:  and  in  case  any  Asso- 
ciation shall  omit  to  present  a  report,  the  secretaiy  shall  remind  them,  by 
letter,  of  such  omission. 

VII.  All  resolutions  relsting  exclusively  to  the  internal  flovemment  of 
the  Conference  shall  be  binding  :  but  those  which  i^;aid  &e  proceedings 
of  the  Associations  shall  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  «ich,  simply  as  a  re- 
commendation, having  been  first  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

VIII.  Any  person  making  a  proportion  shall  put  it  in  writing,  and  hand 
it  to  the  secretary. 

IX.  No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  once  on  the  flame 
question,  luiless  in  explanation. 

X.  In  order  to  defray  the  incidental  expenses  of  this  Conference,  each 
Aasodation  shall  from  time  to  time  remit  such  sums  as  shall  be  required 
to  the  secretary,  who  shall  submit  an  account  of  his  recdpts  and  disburse- 
ments annually  at  the  January  Conference.  But  no.  sum  exceeding  five 
pounds  shall  be  voted  by  the  Conference  at  one  time,  without  the  written 
consent  of  each  Association  having  been  previously  obtained. 

*  See  Spedmen,  Fourth  Division  of  this  Section. 
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^  Obseirations  on  the  preoeding  Begulatioiis. 

XL  The  aevenl  Associationfl  are  recommended  to  hold  thdr  Annual 
Meetings,  in  succeanon,  on  the  second  Mondaj  in  every  months  and  in  the 
fallowing  order  i— 

West  Lane January.  St.  01ave.M*«^ ••Jnlj. 

Lambeth,  Soiak February.  Lambeth,iV0rM August 

St.  George ...r** March.  Christchurch..— •...• Septembei^ 

Newington.. ApriL  St  Saviour  &  St.  Thomaa...  October. 

Rotheriiithe,  Lower May.  Surrey  Chapel  ~ ••••  November* 

St  John  and  Bermondsey...  June.  Rotherhithe,  Upper^ December. 

XIL  The  Minute  Seci«tary  ef  each  Association  is  requested  to  transmit  a 
few  hand-bills  announcing  their  Annual  Meeting,  to  the  eecretaries  of  all  the 
•ther  Associations,  at  least  a  fortnight  previous  to  such  meeting. 

XIII.  No  new  regulation  shall  be  adopted,  nor  any  existing  one  repealed 
«r  altered,  without  having  been  proposed  at  the  preceding  Conference,  and  a 
copy  of  such  addition  or  idteration  sent  to  the  Committee  of  each  Aasodatioii. 

XI Y.  This  Conference,  conceiving  that  much  advantage  may  arise  firom 
the  mutual  interchange  of  visits  by  the  Metropolitan  Auxiliaxy  and  Associa- 
tion Committees,  hereby  cordially  invite  them  to  attend  the  regular  sittingBk 
of  this  Conference.  And  the  Committees  of  the  respective  Auziliaiy  Socio, 
ties  are  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  this  Besolution  to  their  several  Asso- 


Observations  on  the  preceding  Regulations. 

I.  The  Secretary  of  the  Conference  is  generally  an  indi- 
vidual who  fills  the  same  office  in  one  of  the  Associations : 
he  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  basiness,  and, 
if  possible,  with  the  local  circumstances  of  all  the  connected 
societies.    His  duties,  as  Secretary  of  the  Conference,  are— • 

1.  To  send  regular  notice  of  the  Conference  to  every  member, 

at  least  three  days  previously. 

2.  To  conduct  the  proceedings  according  to  the  prescribed  order, 
5.  To  send  copies  of  any  Resolutions  to  those  whom  they  rte-> 

spectively  concern. 

4.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of  his  receipts  and  payments. 

5.  To  take  home  and  file  the  Reports,  and  have  those  of  the  re- 

spective yean  bound  in  separate  volumes. 

II.  The  Chairman  has  been  fienerally  chosen  from  among^ 
die  secretaries  or  members  of  Uie  Auxiliary  Committee.  He 
ought  to  be  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
conducting  a  public  meeting,  and  with  the  general  object  and 
detail  of  the  Bible  Society.  After  the  reports  have  been 
read,  he  should  advert  to  any  peculiar  circumstances  arising 
from  them, — ^briefi v  communicate  the  latest  and  most  interests 
ing  information  relative  to  the  Parent  Institution, — ^and  then 
ask  the  secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  and  of  the  several 
Associations,  in  order,  whether  they  have  any  new  proposi- 
tion to  submit  or  observation  to  make.    The  busmess  being 
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concluded,  the  Chairman  announces  those  general  or  anni- 
versary meetings  which  occur  in  the  ensuing  quarter,  and 
adjourns  the  Conference. 

iiL  In  reference  to  the  Vllth  Regulation^  it  anay  not  be 
improper  to  observe,  that  while  it  is  optional  widi  the  Com- 
mittee of  every  Association  to  adopt  these  recommendations, 
they  should  always  be  received  and  considered  with  the  great- 
est attention ;  and,  if  rejected,  the  grounds  of  such  rejection 
should  be  fully  and  respectfully  reported  to  the  ensuing  Con- 
ference. 

IV.  Many  advantages  have  arisen  from  the  arrangement 
specified  in  the  Xlth  llegulation.  The  precise  time  for  hold- 
ing every  meeting  being  generally  known,  those  gentlemen 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  attendinff  them  form  their  engagements 
accordingly ;  and  the  unabated  interest  that  has  l^n  main- 
tained for  more  than  eight  years,  fiumishes  the  best  evidence 
of  the  propriety  of  this  plan.  Were  the  anniversary  meet- 
ings of  jBible  Societies,  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  simi- 
larly and  definitively  fixed,  results  equafly  beneficial  might 
be  confidendy  anticipated^ 

9.  The  institution  of  a  Quarterly  Conference  in  South- 
wark has  been  attended  with  the  most  happy  effects.  It  has 
not  only  produced  tiiat  mutual  knowledge  and  affection 
which  should  characterize  a  band  of  brothers,  but  it  has  tended 
to  infuse  a  full  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  object  in  view ; 
the  design  is  comprehended  and  appreciated;  and  that 
cordial  co-operation  which  results  ftom  decided  conviction 
and  conscientious  approval  is  firmly  secured. — Before  die 
establishment  of  tins  Periodical  Conference,  the  Committee 
of  die  Soudiwark  Auxiiiary  Society  had  reason  to  believe 
die  effects  of  their  labours  were  beneficial;  but  they  litde 
exjpected,  diat,  within  so  short  a  period,  there  couid  have  been 
collected  a  mass  of  evidence  so  strong  as  to  carry  conviction 
to  every  unjMrejudiced  mind.  The  records  of  die  Quarterly 
Conference  exhibit  a  conclusive  proof  that  every  objection 
hidierto  ursed  against  die  Bible  Society  is  founded  on  as- 
■umptions  t£at  do  not  exist ;  and  that  none  of  the  anticipated 
evils  have  resulted  firom  die  greatest  possible  extension  of  the 
system. 

^  The  advanti^s  attending  diis  regular  interchange  of  sen- 
timent, hwe  ]^n  more  fiuly  developed  in  each  successive 
rear.  T^  die  Conference,  as  to  a  centre,  die  wants,  die 
knowledge,  the  zeal,  and  die  inquiries  of  die  Associations  are 
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directed ;  and,  frpm  it,  the  members  return  to  their  various 
allotments,  cheered,  delighted,  and  instructed.  On  these  in- 
teresting occasions,  every  new  measure  which  has  been  at- 
tended with  beneficial  effects  in  any  one  Association,  is  com- 
municated and  explained  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole;  . 
those  little  difficulties  which  will  occasionally  occur,  even  in 
the  best  arranged  system,  are  prudendy  but  effectually  re- 
moved ;  and  a  spirit  of  friendly  concert  and  co-operation  is 
cherished  and  extended. 

In  order  to  render  the  example  of  Southwark  still  more' 
attractive,  by  the  detail  of  beneficial  and  practical  results,  a 
SHEET  OF  FACTS,  extracted  from  the  records  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  was  published  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1816, 
which  has  been  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom, 
and,  may  now  be  considered  as  one  of  the  stock-papers  for 
Bible  Associations.  The  anecdotes  in  die  follovmig  spedmen 
are  derived  from  the  same  source:  and  while  they  confirm  the 
seal  of  those  who  have  already  stepped  forward  in  support 
of  this  great  design,  they  may  induce  others  to  consider 
whetiier  they,  also,  cannot  assist  in  its  extension.  The  Bible 
Sopiety  is,  indeed,  established  on  tiiat  firm  ground  which  argw- 
meni  can  never  shake,  and  which  reason  and  revelation 
support;  but  it  is  by  ihe  evidence  ai  facts  that  it  will  be 
judged,  and  by  its  results  that  it  will  be  appreciated.  Bible 
Associations  may  be  termed  the  Fruit-bearing  Branches  of 
the  Parent  Tree — ^to  these,  then,  it  becomes  us  to  look  with 
hope  imd  confidence.  That  authprity  will  not  be  questioned, 
by  which  it  has  been  declared,  that  by  its  fruit  we  shall  know 
tne  true  nature  of  every  plant ;  nor  will  the  Christian  be  in- 
duced to  beheve  that  the  crapes  and  the  fig^  which  he 
beholds  are  tiie  produce  of  me  thorn  and  the  thistie.  The 
author  will  esteem  his  labours  amply  repaid,  if  only  one  indi- 
vidual shall  be  thereby  incited  to  virtuous  activity  and  perse- 
vering exertion.  He  is  abundantly  convinced,  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  pubUc  vnll  be  more  and  more  awakened  to  this 
subject;  thatti^e  system  will  become  vmversal;  and  that  every 
friend  to  his  country  and  to  mankind  may  rejoice  in  die  an- 
ticipation of  that  day,  when  every  village,  town,  and  parish 
of  our  land  shall  exhibit  its  Bible  Association. 

The  returns  under  the  printed  heads  in  the  following  spe^* 
dmen  are  those  of  the  St.  George's  Bible  Association,  but 
the  hcXA  and  observations  are  selected  indiscriminately  from 
the  Conference  Rec(»rds.    It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
retunii  under  the  fitii  and  6di  heads  are  given  jointly,  instead 
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of  being  entered  separately,  owing  to  some  little  inaccuracy  in 
k^ping  the  accounts.         

REPO&T 
of  the  St.  George*s  Bible  Association 

TO  THE  aUAllTEai.Y  COVFEaENCS: 

Pz«8ented  4th  of  April,  1831. 


1.  Total  amount  of  money  receiTed  rinoe  the  eatabliahment . . 

S.  Amount  received  since  last  Conference 

3.  Total  amount  paid  to  the  Auziliacy  ainoe  the  eataUiahmeBt 
^  Amount  paid  to  the  Auziliaiy  ainoe  last  Conference    .    . 

B.     I   T. 

5.  Total  number  of  Biblea  and  Teata.  delivered  at  ooaUpricea  ^  | 

e.        Ditto  Ditto  under  ooat-pricea    .    .    \  ^^^  \  *^ 

Ti        Ditto  Ditto  gratuitously  distributed  60  |    87 

Si  Total  number  of  subflcribers  finr  Bibles  and  Testaments  nofl   ,o, 
yet  supplied /  "* 

9.  Total  number  of  free  contributors  now  on  the  books   •    •        SS5 

10.  Increaae  or  decrease  of  subscribers  in  the  last  quarter    •    .  8  less 

11.  The  number  of  indiTiduals  on  the  Committee  .    .  .  30 

IS.  The  average  number  of  the  Committee  who  have  attended?    _ 
in  the  last,  quarter S 

Facts  ^  Obseevatiovs. 

Eight  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  estabBshment  of  this  Asiocistkm : 
many  have  been  the  changes,  both  in  public  and  private  lifb,  that  have  dia- 
rscterized  this  period;  but,  throuf^  the  hlfusing  d  the  Most  Hieo,  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  our  love  for  the  cause  we  have  espoused,  nor  ariy 
abatement  of  interest  been  experienced  in  our  ardent  desires  for  its  success. 
Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  surpriM :  whatever  ia  of  earthly  origin,  partakes  of  ' 
an.  earthly  nature ;  it  flourishes  finr  its  appointed  hour,  and  is  gone  t  But 
that  whidi  is  of  Heavenly  birth,  is  of  an  immortal  nature ;  and  those  affec- 
tions which  are  attracted  by  it,  are  of  aa  eternal  duntion:  ^^  Tkegrmn 
wUhertthf  the  JhwerfadHk :  hU  ike  Wmrd  •/  aur  God  shtOltUmd/rr  smt.** 
'^ere  it  not  for  those  frequent  changes  of  residence  to  which  the  poor,  espe- 
dally  in  the  metropolis,  are  subjected  from  a  variety  of  causes,  we  should 
say  that  the  circulation  of  3000  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures  in  our  pariah 
had  almost  supplied  the  home  demand.  But  the  diatribution  of  neariy  900. 
copies  during  the  last  twelve  montha  a£brds  suflldent  evidence,  that  even 
fo)r  the  attainment  of  this,  its  primaxy  object,  a  Bible  Assodation  must  be  a 
pirmammi  Institution.  It  is,  however,  on  other  and  mote  extensive  grounds 
that  we  rest  our  prindpal  daima  to  continued  and  even  increased  support 
J(rthe  Bible  be  a  Bevdation  from  God,  and  if  it  be  addressed  to  all  matt- 
kind,  it  becomes  the  bounden  duty  of  Christians  to  assist  in  its  universal 
dissemination.  Let  us  then  cast  our  eyes  over  the  map  of  the  worid,  and 
estimate  the  coi|dition  of  its  inhabitanta  by  contrasting  it-with  our  own.  What 
deqi  and  ezteoiive  ahedes  do  we  bdudd  I— of  how  many  widM^nead  t9ffm0 
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may  it  yet  be  said,  that  ^'  darknets  glili  covers  the  earthy  and  gross  darkneutks 
p«iaple/"  Surely  then,  if  we  rightly  appreciate  our  own  bleasings,  the  sacred 
flame  of  charity  will  peryade  our  hearts,  and  be  not  only  a  living  but  an 
sutwe  principle.  We  have  had  much  to  encourage  us;  and  now  that  pre- 
judioe  has  yielded  to  conviction,  and  hostility  is  disarmed  by  the  mild  and 
«teady  proinress  of  truth,  let  us  be  watchful,  lest,  having  no  enemy  to  con- 
tend with  from  without,  a  spirit  of  apathy  and  indifference  should  grow  up 
within.  Against  this  spirit  it  is  thai  we  would  guard  ourselves  and  caution 
tmr  brethren. — Can  the  Christian  be  cold,  when  Uie  BMe  is  the  object  ?  Can 
he-be  supine,  when  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfiune  of  mankind  is  the  point 
in  view  ?  We  are  justified,  by  the  authority  of  Hix  who  is  emphatically ' 
denominated  ^  The  Truth,'  in  saying,  that  he  cannot ;  and  that  he  is  called- 
upon  by  the  profession  he  makes,  by  the  hopes  he  cherishes,  and  by  the 
Savioub.  who  died  lor  him,  to  consider  etwry  human  being  who  requires  hit 
aid  as  his  neighbour  and  his  brother. 

Under  these  considerations,  and  contemplating  our  connexion  with  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety,  through  the  medium  of  the  Southwaik 
Auxiliary  Society,  we  feel,  i^  an  increasing  degree,  the  duty  that  devolves  • 
on  us,  of  sending  forth  to  the  unenlightened  nations  of  the  earth  that 
ntred  volume  which  ^^  Mngs  life  and  immortality  to  light.**  Often  have 
we  identified  ourselves  with  tiie  Parent  Institution ;  and  we  love  to  cherish 
the  idea;  to  feel  actuated  by  the  same  principle;  animated  with  the  same 
hopes;  and  having  our  views  directed  to  the  same  beneficent  purpose-*' 
the  promotion  of  the  divine  glory,  and  the  eternal  welfiue  of  the  human  race. 

In  reference  t6  the  cooperation  of  our  Committee  in  this  great  design, 
it  seems  appropriate  to  state,  that  a  spirit  of  uninterrupted  love,  unity,  and 
concord  pervades  our  meetings ;  and  that  thoae  meetings  have  been  recflintly 
better  attended,  the  average  number  present  during  the  last 'quarter  being 
twenty.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  report,  that,  in  a  partial  re-canvas  of  three 
districts,  eighty-six  new  subscribers  have  been  obtained,  among  whom  are  a 
young  man  and  lua'Wife  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  who  both  appeared  glad 
of  the  o[^rtunity  of  ficeely  contributing  to  the  cause.  And  we  would  also 
further  remark,  that  in  part  of  another  district  we  have  no  less  than  thirty 
free-subscribers  among  a  dsss  of 'persons  who,  we  fear,  are  frequently  over, 
looked ;— we  mean,  the  shopmen  and  clerks  of  our  different  tradesmen. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Conference,  a  strict  inquiiy  has  been 
made  of  all  the  pawnbrokers  residing  in  this  parish,  relative  to  the  number 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  pledged.  The  result,  we  rqoice  to  say,  has  been 
honourable  to  this  class  of  tradesmen  as  well  as  to  the  poor,  as  we  did  not 
find  a  single  copy  in  the  hands  of  any  broker.  Having  alluded  to  that 
interesting  people,  the  Jews,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  we  have 
recently  perceived  an  increasing  and  gratifying  desire  on  the  part  of  many 
of  them  to  possess  copies  of  the  Hebrew  New  Testament  *  This  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  collateral  advantages  of  Bible  Associations ;  as  tho 
desire  has  evidently  been  excited  by  the  visits  of  the  CoUecton  to  theao 
poor  and  hitherto  neglected  people. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  been  privileged  to  behold  some  moie  of  that 
fhiit  which  is  promised  to  those  who  go  forth  '^  hmring  preeisus  seeds**  and 
we  select  the  following  spedmois  for  the  taUe  around  which  our  brethren 
axe  now  assembled.— In  one  of  our  districts,  so  proverbially  profligate  as  to 
huve  acquired  the  name  of  the  ^*  forlorn  hope,**  the  Collectors  called  at  a 
b^use  of  the  worst  descr^)tion  :^n  making  their  errand  known,  a  young 
woman  about  twenty-two  years  of  age  replied,  ^^  It  is  not  fit  for  a  person 
like  me  to  have  a  Bible— I  am  wicked  enough  !**  She  seemed  to  think  that 
the  possession  of  a  Bible  would  increase  her  responsibility,  and  cottsequentfyc' 
li^  guilt  and  fiiture  oMseiy.     Th^  had  much  convetaation  with  her ;  aiid  ' 
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although  they  found,  in  the  following  wedc,  that  she  had  removed  to  another 
street  in  the  same  district,  she  made  it  a  point  of  meetiim^  them,  told  thena 
she  was  extremely  desirous  of  leaving  her  way  of  life,  and  earnestly  begged 
&r  a  Testament  This  was  cheerfully  voted  by  our  Committee :  and  the 
Collectors  in  the  following  month  report—^  The  young  woman  spoken  of  in 
our  last  report,  on  our  next  coUecting^y,  presented  herself  to  us  before  we 
veached  her  abode  t  she  was  evidently  looking  for  us;  her  demeanour  was 
humble,  and  her  looks  expressive  of  great  anxiety  and  contrition.  We 
shall  long  remember  her  expressions  of  gratitude  on  receiving  the  New 
Testament  voted  to  her:  da^nng  it  in  her  hands,  she  exclaimed,  ^  Never, 
no,  never,  under  any  drcumatances,  will  I  part  with  it'  From  all  that  we 
beheld,  we  do  cherish  the  pleasing  hope  that  it  has  been  said  to  her,  ^  G0 
and  sin  no  more.*  On  the  transfer  of  this  scene  of  iniquity  and  woe  to  the 
Ladies'  Committee,  this  young  woman  was  visited  by  their  Collectors :  her 
anxiety  to  be  removed  from  her  wretched  course  of  living  induced  the 
prompt  exertions  of  those  benevolent  Ladies  s  and,  on  proper  investigation, 
she  was  judgetl  the  most  suitable  object  among  many  for  immediate  admis- 
aion  into  that  House  of  Mercy,  the  London  FewuUe  PenitenHnrif.  From 
the  last  report  of  the  Ladies*  Committee  we  extract  the  following  paasi^e^ 
relative  to  this  poor  penitent :— *  Since  her  admission  into  the  house,  she 
has  conducted  herself  with  uniform  propriety,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  her  repentance  is  deep  and  sincere.  Her  expressions  of  gratis 
tude,  when  speaking  of  those  who  were  the  means  of  snatching  her  as 

*  a  brand  from  tht  hnmingy    were  truly  affecting :   and  she  has  often  said, 

*  I  hope  the  instructions  I  have  received  will  be  bXeased,  to  thesaving  of  my 
soul  £^m  eternal  destruction :  there  is  no  suffering  that  I  would  not  gladly 
be  exposed  to,  rather  than  return  to  a  Ufo  of  sin.'  Frequently,  with  tean  of 
•orrow,  she  expresses  herself  anxious  to  find  that  mercy  whi«^  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  fii^th  in  Jesus  Christ**— Gratifying  and  Acouraging  as  this  foct 
has  been  to  us,  we  have  reason  to  anUdpate  stiu  fiuriher  biessingB.  A 
neighbour  of  this  poor  penitent,  having  heard  what  was  become  of  her 
companion  in  guilt,  accosted  our  Collectors,  expressing  a  strong  desire  to 
quit  her  way  of  life  also.  She  was  referred  to  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the 
Ladies  before  mentioned;  and  we  humbly  hope  that  the  day  which  haa 
dawned  upon  the  heart  of  her  friend  may  likewiae  be  the  harbinger  of  peatie 
and  mercy  to  her. 

After  detailing  this  interesting  anecdote,  the  Collectors  add—"  We  feel 
particularly  encouraged  to  the  punctual  observance  of  the  day  and  hour  for 
collecting ;  for  these  two  unfortunate  females  had  noticed  our  regularity  :— 
three  times  the  one,  and  twice  the  other,  met  us  at  the  accustomed  hour  as 
we  passed  toward  their  abodes :  in  waiting,  they  were  not  disappointed :  and, 
we  humbly  trust,  we  may  say  that  we  have  found  our  reward. 

.We  felt  much  pleasure  at  an  interview ;we  had  with  a  medical  gentleman, 
who  readily  came  forward  as  a  contributor  of  a  guinea  per  annum ;  adding, 
that  he  thought  Bible  Associations  had  wrought  much  ffood  as  it  related  te 
the  improvement  of  the  lower  orders;  and  that  he  was  j^eased  when  he  saw 
a  Bible  in  the  rooms  of  his  poor  patients,  believing  it  had  -made  many, 
whom  he  had  known  years  before  to  be  dirty,  and  dishonest,  cleanly  in  thdr 
dwellings  and  punctual  in  their  payments. 

In  another  district,  a  woddng  man  had  been  repeatedly  oaUed  on,  and 
invited  to  subscribe  for  a  Bible,  but  without  success.  His  habitual  drunken- 
ness exhausted  those  means  that  should  have  been  appropriated  to  the  sup* 
port  and  comfort  of  his  fomily,  anfl  his  habitation  bore  evidents  marks  of 
the  tendency  of  these  habits  of  intemperance.  The  Collectors  persevered 
in  thenr  visits  of  mecqr;.  and  at  length  he  waainduiced  to  become  a  subscriber 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


aSO  BIBLE  ASflOOUTlOmOOyDVeTISDBTaSKTLEMEN.  [cHAPtin. 

iBHBBBaxaBaaBBaBaaBaaBBBsaaB^BSBsaBSBSsssasiSB^sssssBassassssasaaSB^ 

liberalitj  of  a  Female  Se]:Taiit.^-£xemplar)r  conduct  of  a  Jew. 


for  a  Bible,  which  he  receiyed  some  months  ago.  The  perusal  of  it  has, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  produced  a  total  change  in  his  conduct:  his 
habits  of  inebriety  axe  entirely  reliquished,  and  his  familj  become  com- 
fortable and  happy.  This  &ct  will  appear  the  more  striking,  when  we  add, 
that  his  former  dissolute  companions  repeatedly  endeavoured  to  persuade 
him  to  desist  from  subscribing,  and  have  since  urgently  invited  him  to  join 
in  their  excesses ;  but  in  vain.  His  reply  to  their  temptations  is — ^^  For- 
merly I  was  always  poor,  and  in  debt ;  but  now  I  am  comfortable,  and  can 
lay  by  three  shillings  a  week." 

A  female  servant,  who  had  been  a  subscriber  of  It.  Idl  per  quarter  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Association,  being  lately  called  on  for  her  subscription, 
put  a  double  sum  into  the  hands  of  the  Collector,  who  asked  her  the  reason  of 
it;  when  she  answered  cheerfully,  that  as  she  found  comfort  and  consolation 
to  her  own  mind  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  she  was  gbid  it  was  in  her  power 
tor  add  to  her  contributions,  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  foUowing  contingent  benefit  of  Bible  Associations  we  cannot  pass 
unnoticed,  although  perhaps  not  strictly  within  our  province.  A  free  con- 
tributor, residing  in  our  eleventh  district,  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  opening 
shop  on  the  sabbath-days.  The  Collectors  ventured  to  allude  to  the  immorality 
and  inconsistency  of  this  practice,  especially  in  one  who  supported  the  Bible 
Society.  Some  time  afterward  they  visited  the  shop,  and  were  accosted  in  the 
following  words— ^^  We  have  given  up  soring  on  Sundays — ^we  had  long 
thought  it  not  ri^t,  and  we  have  now  made  up  our  minds  never  to  serve 
agun  on  that  day  $  our  customers  came  into  our  way  veiy  well ;  we  take  as 
mndi  as  ever,  and  we  were  never  so  happy  in  our  lives."  In  a  conspicuous 
part  of  their  shop  they  hare  pasted  up,  in  large  letters,  ^^  No  serving  on 
Sundays." 

'In  a  former  report  we  had  occasion  to  notice  the  liberality  of  a  Jew  in 
procuring  a  Bible  for  a  Christian  lad  in  his  employ;  and,  as  whatever  discovers 
a  diminished  prejudice  in*  that  interesting  people  is  pleasing  to  record,  we  b^ 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  partic^ars  :^After  delivering  the  sacred 
volume  to  the  youth,  we  asked  his  master  to  allow  him  time  fi>r  its  perusal ; 
he  replied,  *^  As  I  never  sufifer  him  to  wori:  on  my  sabbath,  so  I  never  permit 
him  to  work  on  kU  mtm :  he  will  therefore  have  two  days  in  a  week  to  him- 
self. X  also  require  him  to  attend  divine  service  on  lus  own  sabbath,  for  I 
wish  eveiy  one  to  worsliip  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience." 

The  limits  judiciously  prescribed  for  these  Reports,  preclude  our  enter- 
ing into  further  details.  In  conclunon,  we  congratulate  you  and  the  reli- 
gious population  of  Southwaric,  on  the  immense  circulation  of  the  Bible 
among  our  labouring  poor,  which  we  hesitate  not  to  affirm  has  produced  the 
best  ^ects,  in  promoting  that  good  order  and  peaceful  demeanour  which  is 
witnessed  in  this  popwdous  district,  where  so  many  have  been,  and  are,  in 
waat  of  the  common  necessaries  of  Ufe.  This  is  one  of  the  benefits  arising 
bom  the  dissemination  and  perusal  of  that  sacred  voltune,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  teach  all  classes  submission  amidst  the  most  trying  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  dependence  in  the  hour  of  ne«d,  by  inducing  the 
safferer  to  view  all  as  coming  from  His  hand  *'  who  ordtreth  all  things  welW* 


SECTION  VI. 

OENE^AIi   REMARKS. 

As  no  district  in  Great  Britidn  has  exhibited  a  more  gratify- 
ing illustration  of  the  system,  in  the  moral  effects  produoea» 
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than  that  wherein  it  was  originally  adopted ;  the  author  feels 
himself  justified  in  extracting,  from  the  reports  of  the  South- 
wark  Society,  his  former  observations  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  fiicts  by  which  they  are  supported  have  lost  none 
of  their  importance ;  and  the  correctness  of  the  views  originally 
taken  by  the  exemplary  Committee  of  that  Institution,  has 
been  abundantly  confirmed  by  subsequent  and  more  extensive 
experience. 

1.  Firm  and  erect  on  the  rock  of  Truth,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  neither  dreads  nor  courts  opposition  :  when  her  mo« 
tive  and  design  have  been  assailed  by  argument,  she  has  found  her 
defenders,  and  their  triumph  is  attested  by  her  success ;  but  when 
the  object  and  results  of  her  Auxiliary  and  subordinate  Societies  are 
ealied  in  question,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  entrusted  with  their 
management  to  step  forward  to  correct  misrepresentation  and  to 
check  the  progress  of  error.  Far  be  it  from  your  Committee  to 
ascribe  improper  motives  to  any  individual ;  that  perfect  liberty  of 
sentiment  which  they  claim  for  you  and  for  themselves,  .they  most 
cheerfully  concede  to  others ;  but  they  would  ask,  Whether  those 
hypotheses  and  consequences,  started  and  deduced  by  a  few  indivi- 
duals avowedly  hastUe  to  the  Bible  Society,  and  practically  ignarani 
of  its  operations,  should  weigh  in  any  unprejudiced  mind  against  the 
simple  and  single  object  of  that  80ciet}r,  and  the  actual  effects  of  its 
establishment — ^an  obfect  confined  as  it  is  exclusively  to  the  universal 
diffusion  of  the  holv  scriptures  without  note  or  comment;  and 
^ects  proved  to  be  beneficial,  and  in  no  respect  injurious,  by  the 
intimate  personal  observation  and  concurrent  testimonv  of  more  than 
650  disinterested  individuals  in  your  district  alone  ?  They  would  re- 
spectfully submit,  that,  when  the  calculations  of  theory  have  been 
thus  refuted  by  the  results  of  experience,  it  is  the  province  of  wisdom 
not  only  to  withdraw  from  the  side  of  imagination,  but  to  join  the 
ranks  of  Truth. 

2.  It  has  been  more  than  insinuated,  that  there  is  a  concealed 
design  in  the  members  of  the  Bible  Societv  to  subvert  the  established 
religion  of  the  land :  now,  without  entermg  the  lists  of  disputation 
to  prove  the  absurdity  of  this  groundless  supposition,  it  may  be 
fiuriy  assumed,  that  were  it  possible  for  such  an  intention  to  exist, 
some  indication  of  its  existence  would  be  apparent  in  8outhwdrk, 
and  that  the  ramifications  of  this  dangerous  conspira^  w&uld  be 
traced  through  the  open  and  unguarded  barriers  of  your  Bible  Asso- 
,  ciations.  But  what  is  the  foci  ?  Let  the  clergymen  of  your  district 
be  asked  the  question— they  will  tell  you  that  their  churches  have 
been  better  filled,  and  more  regularly  attended,  since  your  establish- 
ment— that  their  congregations  not  only  progressively  increase  in 
numbers,  but  improve  in  habits  of  decorum  and  propriety  of  conduct 
— and  that,  amongst  them,  there  are  many  individuals  who  have  been 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  religious  duties,  through  their  con- 
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nexion  with  your  Bible  Associations.  From  amongst  numerous  anec- 
dotes illastrative  of  this  fact,  your  Committee  select  the  following: — 
A  tradesman  in  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe  had  been  frequently  solicited 
to  join  the  Association,  but  had  decli}led,  having,  as  he  expressed  it, 
*J  nothing  to  do  with  the  Bible ;"  and  truly  his  practice  corresponded 
with  his  sentiment,  as  he  lived  in  utter  violation  of  the  sabbath, 
never  attending  religious  worship,  and  keeping  his  shop  constantly 
open  on  that  day.  After  many  months,  he  was  induced  by  the  ex- 
ample  of  his  neighbours  to  become  a  free-contributor;  and  on  being 
asked  by  the  collectors  whether  he  had  a  Bibl«,  he  replied  that  he 
had,  and  that  he  should  now  luok  into  it  and  see  what  it  was  about : 
he  kept  his  promise,  and  the  effect  has  been  such  as  might  be  ex- 
pected ;  his  chop  is  now  closed  on  the  sabbath-day,  his  conduct  and 
manners  have  undergone  a  total  change,  and  he  is  constant  and  regu- 
lar in  his  attendance  on  divine  worship  at  his  parish  church.  Surely 
every  ingenuous  mind  must  acknowledge,  that  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  societies  producing  effects  like  these,  is  purely  imaginary ; 
atid  that  the  only  unpleasant  consequence  to  be  apprehended  from 
their  universal  establishment,  is,  that  every  place  opened  f<n*  Christian 
worship  will  be  found  insufficient  to  accommodate  those  who  are 
desirous  to  attend* 

S-  An  opinion  having  been  expressed,  that  the  union  of  persons 
of  different  religious  persuasions  would  not  only  impede  the  progress 
of  this  work  of  mercy,  but  lead  to  strife  and  contention,  it  is  ob- 
served : — Several  years  having  now  elapsed  since  the  formation  of 
your  society,  ample  opportunity  has  been  afforded  for  forming  a  just 
estimate  of  those  means  which  have  contributed  to  its  success;  and 
your  Committee  would  not  do  justice  to  their  feelings,  did  they  not 
record,  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  those  means,  that  spirit  of 
harmony  and  love  which  has  constantly  governed  their  proceedings. 
Nor  has  this  cementing  power  been  confined  to  their  own  members ; 
-^like  Uie  precious  oil  poured  on  the  head  of  Aaron,  and  which  fell 
even  to  the  skirts  of  his  garment,  it  has  descended  to  your  children, 
and  its  sweet  and  balmy  influence  has  been  equally  perceptible  in 
the  several  Committees  of  your  Twelve  Associaitions ;  evincing  its 
presence  by  that  affectionate  forbearance,  that  mutual  concession, 
and  that  cordiality  of  co-operation,  which  so  well  become  the 
singleness  and  purity  of  the  object,  and  the  character  of  its  professed 
advocates.  Your  Committee  cannot  contemplate  a  scene  like  that 
which  is  continually  before  them,  without  asking  whether  this  happy 
union  of  more  than  650  individuals^  comprising  members  of  every 
denomination  of  professing  Christians,  annually  formed,  renewed,  and 
pi^served,  could  possibly  exist,  were  the  object  in  view  unworthy 
of  decided  and  unqualified  support  ?  On  the  broad  and  firm  basis 
of  THE  BIBLE,  they  meet  and  they  unite — they  erect  no  separate 
tabernacles,  but  thev  preserve  inviolate  their  individual  partwlities 
--^hey  regret  that  dfiey  have  been  so  long  divided,  but  they  rejoice 
in.tbe  discovery  of  that  common  centre  where  they  can  coniden- 
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tiously  and  cordially  meet,  and  where  the  love  which  they  bear  one 
another  is  but  an  evidence  of  that  affeciion  wherein  they  embrace 
the  universal  family  of  man« 

4.  It  has  been  asserted^  that  the  labouring  classes  of  society  can- 
not  comprehend  the  Bible  alone.  It  isat  all  times  painful  to  con- 
tradict a  positive  assertion;  but  your  Committee  would  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  their  duty,  did  they  not  unequivocally  dedare,  ihat 
they  have  had  ample  proof  that  the  poor  do  comprehend  the  sacred 
writings,  so  far  at  least  as  to  experience,  in  numerous  instances,  a 
happy  change  wrought  in  their  lives  and  conversation  by  the  per«» 
usal.  How  far  the  individuals  who  compose  the  great  mass  of 
society  may  view  every  text  and  passage  in  precisely  the  same  light, 
it  is  not  for  your  Committee  to  judge ;  nor,  perhaps,  would  it  be 
reasonable  to  expect  it,  until  their  more  enlightened  brethren  ex- 
hibit this  clearness  of  vision  and  unity  of  comprehension.  You 
have  already  received  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  Bibles 
hitherto  distributed  by  you  have  |)roduced  a  ereat  and  beneficial 
effect;  but  if  there  be  any  one  who  is  desirous  orplacine  the  <*  Book 
of  Common  Prater,**  or  any  other  **  Illustration**  of  the  Sacred 
Text,  in  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  the  way  is  plain  and  open ;  and 
he  may  conscientiously  satisfy  his  benevolent  intention,  either  per- 
sonally as  an  individuaJ,  or  through  the  medium  of  those  excellent 
institutions  formed  for  this  special  purpose.  Your  object  is  the 
circulation  of  the  volume  of  inspiration  alone  t — here,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  no  diversity  of  opinion,  no  obstacle  to  cordial  and  entire 
union  :  this  is  the  ground  of  our  common  Faiths  the  source  of  our 
common  Hope^  the  pledge  of  our  common  Charity:  it  is  the  sacred 
charter  of  our  dearest  privileges :  it  is  equally  aadressed  to  all :  it 
is  the  common  property  of  created  man ;  and  he  who  withholds  it 
from  anv  portion  of  the  universal  family,  deprives  them  of  a  right 
which  they  derive  from  Gep. 

5.  Some  opponents  of  the  Bible  Society,  who  formerly  denied 
both  the  inclination  and  ability  of  the  labouring  classes  to  co-operate 
in  promoting  its  design,  have  now  changed  sides,  and  affect  to  trace, 
in  the  astonishing  growth  and  success  of  Bible  Associations,  a 
desire  to  **  oppress  the  poor."  If  such  obiectors  be  actuated  by 
the  spirit  of  Christian  candour,  they  will  behold  satisfactory  prooft 
of  this  ability  and  inclination,  in  the  aggregate  amount  contributed; 
In  the  decided  preference  given  to  the  highest-priced  bibles ;  and  in 
the  lists  of  subscribers,  which  comprise  a  body  exceeding  21,000 
persons  within  the  sphere  of  your  society.  And  the  same  candid 
feelinff  will  intimate,  that  it  is  a  voluntary  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  their  less  alBuent  neighbours,  who  experience,  in  this  new  exercise 
of  benevolence,  a  pure  delight  to  which  they  had  previously  been 
strangers;  while  many  of  them  acknowledge  that  they  have  thus  ac- 

r'  "ed  liabits  of  domestic  order,  sobriety,  and  economy,  highly  con- 
ive  to  their  temporal  welfare.  Among  the  many  practical  illus- 
trations of  iJiese  remarks,  which  have  fallen  under  the  observation 
of  your  Committee,  there  is  oneao  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  stib- 
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that  had  so  long  degraded  and  enslaved,  assume  their  proper 
-aspect;  and  as  they  dimmish  in  the  estimate,  the  value  and 
the  beauty  of  industry,  moraUty,  and  religion,  are  beheld  and 
appreciated;  the  claims  of  duty  are  recognised;  and,  as  these 
are  discharged,  the  generous  principle  expands.  He  who 
recently  beSeved  that  no  one  felt  for  him,  now  feels  for  all 
mankind;  he  to  whom  the  Bible  was  an  object  of  total 
tinconcem,  now  glows  with  an  ardent  desire  that  all  may  be 
partakers  of  the  blessings  it  oflfers  and  imparts:  he  may, 
indeed,  be  one  of  ^  the  poor  of  this  world,  but,  ^  rich  tn 
faxih^  his  chari^^  extends,  his  capacity  enlarges;  he  has 
tasted  the  ''  luxury  of  doine  good ;"  and  his  existence  has 
derived  new  charms  from  the  exercise  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence: wherever  man  exbts,  he  hails  a  brother— wherever 
misery  is  found,  he  pants  to  be  a  friend. 

"  If  we  would  ftiUy  appreciate  the  glorious  exercise  of  charity,  to  which 
the  Bihle  Society  invites  us,*'  says  a  distinguished  advocate  of  the  cause,* 
*^  we  should  consider  ourselves  not  merely  as  Englishmen,  but  as  memben 
of  the  whole  family  of  man.  The  miserable  savage,  who  wanders  in  tlie 
desert  of  the  forest,  untutored  and  unsubdued,  is  stiU  a  brother  of  our  own* 
created  like  ourselves  in  the  image  of  God,  and  Uke  us  an  heir  of  immorta- 
lity. For  near  six  thousand  years,  the  groans  of  nature  have  been  heard  in 
eveiy  land :  but  saoes  and  prophets  have  consoled  us  with  the  assurance, 
that  these  times  shalL  have  an  end ;  that  a  new  order  of  things  shall  arise, 
and  that  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  shall,  ere  long,  call  forth  from  all  na- 
tions the  sacred  and  lofty  measures  of  adoration  and  praise.  Even  now,  I 
aeem  to  myself  to  behold  the  dawning  of  that  brighter  day :  even  now,  by 
the  fiivour  of  Providence  upon  the  labours  of  Englishmen,  and  especially  by 
means  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel  are  heard  in  the 
most  distant  r^ons.  Translations  of  the  Scriptures  are  proceeding  to  an 
extent  beyond  ail  example ;  and  if  the  society  continue  to  act  accruing  t« 
the  promiBe  of  its  present  exertions,  the  Gospel  will  soon  have  been  preached 
not  in  this  island  only,  or  where  its  institutions  and  lansuage  are  known,  but 
*  unW  all  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people.'  Wherever  the  fbotsteps  of  civilisation  can  be  traced,  there  wiH 
men  read,  in  their  own  tongue,  the  wonderful  works  of  God.  In  the 
contemplation  of  these  things,  I  am  struck  with  a  dqpree  of  admiration  and 
astonishment  which  I  cannot  express.  I  would  venture  to  borrow  the  words 
of  that  sacred  book  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  meeting  to  dispense  to  all 
men,  and  inquire,  ^  Who  hath  heard  such  a  thing  ?  Who  hath  seen  such 
things  ?*  ^  Ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  past  since  the  day  that  God 
created  man  upon  the  earth,  and  ask  from  tl]«  one  side  of  heaven  unto  the 
other,  whether  there  hath  been  any  such  thing  as  this  great  thing  is,  or  hath 
been  heard  like  itP'  Except  the' day  of  Pentecost,  I  know  of  nothing  to 
eompare  with  it.  The  temple  of  Truth  has  been  founded  and  built  up  in 
Britain ;  but  the  light  is  streaming  through  every  ouUet  to  all  the  regions  of 
the  world.  It  has  penetrated  the  hut  of  the  shivering  native  of  Labrador :  it 
has  cheered  the  dwelling  of  the  poor  Hindoo.  The  glory  of  the  Lobd  is 
visitiBg  his  Church;  from  every  quarter  the  gentiles  are  coming  to  her 

*  Rev.  W.  Dcaltry,  Reelor  of  Clapham. 
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light,  and  kings  to  the  hrightness  of  her  rising.    The  consoling  declarations 

of  the  prophets  appear,  even  in  these  days  of  conflict,  to  be  fast  approach. 

ing  their  completion ;  the  brightest  visions  of  our  poets  seem  on  the  point  of 

beii^  realised}  when, 

'  One  song  employs  all  nations,  and  all  cry, 
Worthy  the  Lamb,  for  He  wis  slain  for  us  1 
The  dwellers  in  the  Tales  and  on  the  rocks 
Shout  to  each  other,  and  the  mountain  tops 
From  distant  mountains  catch  the  flying  joy, 
Till,  nation  after  nation  tau^t  the  stnin. 
Earth  rolls  the  rapturous  Hosanna  round.*    . 

*^  As  sure  as  the  voice  of  prophecy  has  foretold  them,  these  glorious  times 
will  arrive ;  and  we  la  our  generation  are  called  to  the  distinguished  honour 
of  acting  as  instruments  in  the  Divine  Hand  to  hasten  their  approach.  We 
are  invited  to  the  privil^^e  of  humbly  combining  our  efibrts  *  as  workers 
together  with  Gop.*  Let  us  then  work,  while  it  is  day ;  the  night  cometh, 
when  no  man  can  work :  the  opportunity  is  now  in  our  hands :  we  soon  shall 
go  hence,  and  be  no  more  seen." 

10.  This  chapter  cannot  be  more  appropriately  closed^  than 
in  the  language  of  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society^  in 
their  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Annual  Reports : — 

"  Your  Committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  on 
Ibrmer  occasions  respecting  Bible  Associations,  &rther  than  to  certify,  that 
their  experience  has  agaan  confirmed  all  that  has  been  asserted  in  thelr 
fiivour  in  former  reports.  They  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  great 
efficiency  which  the  Parent  Institution  has  derived  from  their  assistance, 
while  they  contemplate  with  admiration  and  delight  the  moral  effects  which 
have  resulted  fVom  them,  in  the  encouragement  of  religious  habits,  and  in  the 
increase  of  kind  affections  and  brotherly  love :  itnd  they  are  persuaded,  that 
.  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  holy  scriptures,  to 
excite  a  personal  interest  in  the  knowledge  of  revealed  truth,  and  (what  is 
the  natural  consequence  of  such  knowledge)  an  anxious  desire  to  make  others 

partakers  of  it,  than  these  most  laudable  and  efficacious  Associations The 

very  principle  of  those  Assodations  is  calculated  to  operate  as  a  monitory  and 
restnd&ing  influence  on  the  members  of  them.  They  see  and  feel  the  incon- 
sutency  of  a  life  devoted  to  licentious  indulgences  and  immoral  habits,  with 
the  open  and  reiterated  profession  of  a  veneration  for  that  Book  which  so 
forcibly  and  explicitly  condemns  them ;  while  their  regulated  orderly  meet- 
ings, and  their  monthly  and  weekly  contributions,  for  promoting  the  circu- 
lation  of  it,  tend  to  invigorate  those  feelings,  and  render  them  habituaL 
And  when  this  influence  is  considered  as  extending  (as,  firom  the  active  parti- 
cipation of  females,  and  the  young,  in  this  service  of  love,  it  will  naturally 
do)  to  the  femilies  of  the  members  of  these  Associations,  the  consideration 
opens  a  new  source  of  exhilarating  hope,  with  respect  to  the  rising  and 
future  generations.*' 
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ASSOCIATIONS  OF  MECHANICS. 


'  TO  SET  FORWARD  TBE  WORKXEK  IV  THS  UOUSZ  OF  OOD.** 

JSZBJ,  III.  9. 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

4 

It  is  impossible  to  enter  on  this  part  of  the  system,  without 
mingled  emotions  of  pleasure  and  regret  To  behold  those 
useful  and  intelligent  men^  from  whose  industry  and  skill  so 
much  of  the  wetuth  and  comforts  of  our  country  are  derivedi 
associating  for  such  a  purpose^  affords  the  most  lively  satisfac- 
tion ;  while  we  cannot  but  feel  desirous^  that  the  example  so 
nobly  set  by  a  few,  had  been  followed  by  the  many.  The 
subject  is  one  of  peculiar  importance ;  and  were  it  only  taken 
up  with  that  interest,  which  it  merits,  by  those  who  conduct 
and  superintend  our  manufactories,  the  most  happy  results 
might  be  anticipated.  It  was  the  observation  of  a  celebrated 
statesman,  ''When  the  bad  combine,  the  good  must  asso- 
ciate ;"— and  if  the  same  industry  were  manifested  by  the  lat- 
ter in  circulating  moral  and  religious  information,  which 
characterizes  the  former  in  distributing  publications  of  the 
most  pernicious  tendency,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  consequences  would  have  surpassed  the  most  san- 
guine expectations.  Instead  of  Combinations  for  bad  pur- 
poses, we  should  behold  Associations  for  the  best :  instead 
of  lamenting  over  the  progress  of  infidelity  and  disloyalty,  we 
should  witness  the  extension  of  scripture  principles,  and  re- 
joice in  their  blessed  effects; — ^for  those  who  had  learned 
to  "fear  God/*  would  also  **  honour  the  King:^  instead  of 
indulging  improvident  and'  profligate  habits,  our  Mechanics 
would  more  generally  feel  the  value  of  character  and  the  bless- 
ings of  independence.  If  those  who  possess  the  means  of 
giving  a  right  direction  to  the  minds  of  their  workmen,  would 
only  make  trial  of  the  experiment  now  recommended,  the 
seeds  of  good  order,  subordination,  and  virtue  would  be  scat- 
tered throughout  the  land ;  and  we  might  safely  leave  the 
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increase  to  Him,  who  hath  said^  ^*  My  ward  shall  not  return 
unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  it 
shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it.** 


SECTION  L 

ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  MECHANICS*  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  The  first  Bible  Association  of  Mechanics,  of  which  any 
account  can  be  procured,  was  that  of  the  worlunen  employed 
by  Messrs.  Storr  and  Co.*  in  Dean  Street,  Soho,  London,  in 
the  year  1812.  As  this  was  not  only  the  model  on  which  every 
existing  institution  of  a  simjlar  kind  has  been  formed^  but 
that  which  furnished  the  incitement  to  kindred  exertion,  no 
apology  will  be  requisite  for  introducing  their  own  Report  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  interesting  society. 

Report  ef  the  Beak^treet  Assoctatiok  of  Mechakics,  presented  ai 
the  Conference  nf  the  ff^eetminster  Auxiliary  Bible  Seeiety  and  jfsteeiatiims  f 
January  10,  1815. 

With  regard  to  the  origin  of  a  Bible  Asflociation  among  us,  this,  under 
Goi>,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  Report  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  jear  1818.  It  was  the  first  report  that  any 
of  us  had  seen ;  it  was  handed  about  firom  one  to  another,  and  read  with  great 
interest.  The  effect  was,  that  four  of  us  became  subscribers  to  that  soaet j, 
each  of  a  guinea  a^jear,  which  subscriptions  hare  still  continued  to  be  paid. 
Not  only  so,  but  we  became  advocates  for  the  institution  i  and  as  the  idea  of 
an  Associatioo  had  not  then  been  formed,  we  solicited  donations  from  our 
friends ;  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  procuring,  under  the  head  of  donations, 
the  sum  of  six  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  whidi  we  paid,  part  to  the  Parent 
Society,  and  the  rest  to  the  Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible  Society. 
.  Our  next  step  was,  to  try  if  a  small  Association  could  be  fbrmed  among  the 
men.  In  order  to  make  the  subject  understood,  we  procured  from  the  de- 
positoiy  several  of  the  "  Brief  Views  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,*' 
which  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  men ;  and  rules  were  drawn  up,  con- 
^ning  the  prqject  of  an  Association :  to  which  the  following  article  was 
prefixed  :^- 

^'  We,  the  undersigned  mechanics  and  others,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Storr  and  Co.  Dean  Street,  Soho,  approving  as  we  do  of  the  designs  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  have  resolved  to  contribute 
weekly  the  sums  subjoined  to  oiu:  respective  names,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  fund,  which,  as  soon  as  it  shall  at  any  time  amount  to  £,        ,  Mr.  ' 

shall  be  requested  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Collector  of  the  Westminster 
Auxiliairy  Bible  Society." 

The  following  directions  are  taken  from  that  sacred  volume  which  we 
wish  to  circulate :— 

1st  As  to  the  motive  which  ought  to  influence  us  in  this  and  every  good 
work  that  we  do,  read  1  Cor.  vi.  19,  20 :   "  Ye  are  not  your  own ;  ye  are 

*  This  esubliabnent  now  belongs  to  Meisrs.  Randell  and  Co. 
S2 
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iMNi^t  with  a  price ;  theiefore  f^lorify  God  in  jour  body,  and  in  your  8pirit» 
which  are  Gob'b^'* 

3d.  Ab  to  theawoMtf  ofyoursuhectiptionfBeeSCor.  is.  6,  7 :  ^^He  which 
soweth  aparinglj  shall  rei^  alio  sparingly ;  and  he  which  soweth  bountifully 
riiall  reap  also  bountifully.  Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth  in  hia 
hearty  so  let  him  give ;  not  grudgingly  nor  of  neoosity :  for  Ood  loreth  • 
cheerfbl  ^yer.** 

3d.  If  any  man  should  say.  The  trifle  I  can  afford  to  give  is  so  small  that 
I  may  as  well  not  give,  see  Luke  xxi  1.  4 :  ^  And  Jesus  lookii^  up,  saw  the 
rich  men  casting  their  ^fts  into  the  treasury:  and  he  saw  a  certain  poor  widow 
casting  in  thiuer  two  mites;  And  he  said,  Of  a  truth  I  say  unto  you,  that 
tins  poor  widow  hath  cast  in  move  than  they  all  :**— «o,that  the  Sttrcher  of 
hearts  sees  and  esteems  your  penny,  given  firom  a  just  motive,  more  than  the 
wealthier  man*s  guinea,  if  his  motive  be  corrupt 

4th.  As  to  rmMrd^  see  Matthew  x.  48 :  ""  Whosoever  shallgive  to  drink 
unto  one  of  these  little  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  only  in  the  name  of  a  dia« 
dple,  v^y  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward." 

A  book,  containing  these  rules,  with  some  blank  paper,  was  kft  fiirthe  sig- 
nature of  such  of  we  men  as  were  disposed  to  become  members,  who  also 
put  the  sum,  whether  a  penny  or  more  per  week,  that  they  intended  to  give^ 
against  thdr  names :— and-we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing,  in  a  short  time,  the 
names  of  more  than  one  half  of  the  people  employed  in  the  manufiu:tory. 

Our  Association,  at  present,  comprises  one  subscriber  of  fivepence  per 
week  ;  eleven  of  threepence  per  week ;  eighteen  of  twopence  per  week ; 
eeventeen  of  threei^halfpence  per  week ;  and  twenty-one  of  one^penny  per 
week.  We  have  now  nearly  aocomplished  our  olject  of  supplying  ourselves 
with  Bibles.  Whether,  when  that  object  is  rendered  complete,  our  Associa* 
tion  will  continue  to  exist,  may  be  doubtful:  but,  should  it  dissolve,  we 
shall  have  the  satasfiu^tion  of  knowing,  that,  while  we  have  been  serving  our« 
selves,  we  have  not  neglected  others. 

The  whole  amount  paid  to  the  support  of  the  Bible.cau8e  fhmi  persons  in 
tiie  employ  of  Messrs.  Storr  and  Co.,  in  little  more  than  two  years,  is, 
sixty.four  pounds  seventeen  shillings.  We  mention  this,  in  the  first  place, 
to  shew  the  great  utility  of  circulating  printed  intelligence  concerning  the 
gnmd  and  benign  operations  of  the  Parent  Society.  It  has  been  already 
stated,  that  one  of  their  Reports  was  the  instrument  to  kindle  the  flame 
with  us ;  and  this  flame  has  since  been  fed  with  ''  Summaries,  Brief  Views, 
Extracts  of  Intelligence,**  &c  which  (on  declaring  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  requested)  we  fl>und  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  depo- 
sitory. 

We  mention  it,  secondly,  to  shew  what  great  aid  may  be  obtained  from 
manufiurtories.  There  are  many  advantages  to  be  found  in  a  manufiictory 
which  do  not  exist  elsewhere ;  for  instance,  we  can  instantly  circulate  in- 
telligence. Men,  it  is  well  known,  will  do  that  cheerfully  in  coi\junction 
with  their  fellow-workmen,  which  they  will  not  do  at  all  in  other  con- 
nexions. The  labour  of  collecting  is  reduced  to  almost  nothing,  for  we 
have  our  subscribers  all  before  us  ;  and  (which  is  no  small  advantage)  we 
stand  at  little  if  any  expense;  indeed  we  have  never  yet  incurred  any. 

We  hear  great  things  said  of  the  magnitude  of  the  funds  of  the  Bible 
Society ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  style  of  talking  induces  many  to 
suppose  that  those  funds  are  rich  enough  without  any  assistance  from  them. 
We  are  fax  from  thinking  that  what  has  been  done  is  an  adequate  expres- 
aon  of  gratitude  to  God  from  a  nation  so  deeply  indebted  for  its  prosp^ty, 
and  from  so  numerous  a  population.    One  fiutaing  a  month,  or  tlueepence 
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a*>7ear,  from  every  individual  in  the  United  Kingdom,  would  produce  a 
much  latger  relioue  than  the  funds  of  the  Bible  Society  and  aU  the  dif- 
ferent  Missionazy  Societies  together.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  while  a 
small  portion  of  the  community  has  taken  a  becoming  interest  in  this  truly 
honourable  and  glorious  cause,  the  great  mass  has  hitherto  been  unmoved 
A  considerable  portion,  we  know,  of  that  mass  is  employed  in  manufiu> 
tories ;  and  we  have  proved,  (not  by  logical  deductions,  but  by  the  fiu:t,)  that 
a  manu&ctoiy,  possessed  of  no  peculiar  local  fiicilities  above  others,  can 
furnish  a  Bible  Association.  What  more  likely  to  draw  down  the  bless- 
iag  of  God  upon  our  manu&ctories  and  commerce,  than  to  have  Bible 
Associations  established  in  them?  In  every  institution  whesre  business, 
unites  and  associates  a  number  of  men,  the  sul^ject  might  be  introduced 
with  advantage.  The  Bible,  we  know,  is  the  germ  from  which  our  great*, 
neas  and  that  rank  of  pre-eminence  which  we  hold  among  the  nations  have 
arisen.  God  has  communicated  it  to  us  as  a  precious  talent,  of  which  he. 
will  require  an  account.  It  is  by  communicating,  that  we  shall  eajoj ;  by 
scattering,  that  we  shall  increase  our  store.  There  is  now  an  open  door  set' 
before  us :  we  have  the  means  of  enlightening  the  nations :  it  is  no  small 
honour  that  God  has  conferred  upon  us.  If  we  use  our  means,  it  is  well;  but 
if  we  callously  and  from  narrow  selfishness  refuse,  God  will  raise  up  delive. 
rfmoe  for  the  nations  from  some  other  quarter;  for  his  time  seems  to  be 
approaching,  and  we  shall  lose  the  reward.'* 

2.  When  this  report  of  their  proceedings  was  printed,  by 
desire  of  the  Conference,  and  read  to  the  subscribers^  the 
only  part  of  it  with  whidi  they  found  fault,  was,  the  parar* 
graph  in  which  a  doubt  is  intimated  as  to  the  continuance  of 
dieir  subscriptions  after  they  should  be  supplied  with  Bibles. 
The  general  feeling  was  thus  expressed :  "  No,  we  will  not 
give  it  up;  we  will  continue  it;  and  we  hope  our  example 
will  be  followed  by  other  manufacturers.**  The  following 
extracts,  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  this  remarkable 
Association,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  motives  that  influ* 
enced , the  members,  and  cannot  fail  to  interest  the  readeh 

^^  Under  the  divine  blessing,  we  owe  the  credit  we  have  oained  to  the 
exercise  of  these  three  virtues— liberality,  moderation,  and  patience: — ^libe- 
xality,  exerdsed  towards  foreign  olgects ;— moderation,  in  that  we  have 
always  taken  the  Brevier  Bible,  that  we  might  be  able  to  be  liberal:  in  every 
case  where  the  Small-Pica  Bible  has  been  taken,  the  individual  has  paid  the 
^Bfference  of  the  price ;— and  patience,  each  man  having  waited  patiently  uniil 
he  could  be  supplied ;  and  that  was  not  before  double  momejf  had  keen  paid  l» 
ike  Auxiliary.  Now,  if  these  three  virtues  can  be  made  to  predominate  more 
in  the  respective  associations,  we  shall  soon  lose  our  distinction ;  and  we  do 
most  devoutiy  wish  this  to  be  the  tase :  fbr,  though  it  would  aigue  insensiM- 
lity  to  be  uni^ected  with  the  applause  of  good  and  discerning  men ;  yet,  feel- 
ing as  we  do,  that  before  God  we  are  unprofitable  servaqts,  and  that  before 
men  we  have  done  no  more  than  it  was  our  duty  to  do,^eeling  also  the  im^ 
portanoe  of  the  great  eauae  in  which  we  are  aU  engaged,— we  say,  that  we 
had  rather  be  obscured  by  the  great  crowd  of  vigorous  associations,  each  of 
which  should  come  up  to  or  exceed  our  standard,  than  continue  to  merit 
any  peculiar  distinction  among  them. 

*'*'  We  have  never  witnessed  upon  any  other  sulyect  so  much  unanimity 
and  concord,  kept  up  for  so  long  a  time  (now  three  years),  as  we  have  on 
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the  subject  of  the  Bible  Society.  The  subscribers  think  they  shall  never  be 
poor^  for  what  little  they  give  for  this  purpose ;  they  feel  "ft  ah  honour  to 
stand  foremost  in  the  ranks ;  and  what  they  do  is  done  heartily. 

^  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  find  that  the  sulject  has  been  suocessfoUy 
introdu^  into  several  manufoctories  s  there  is  in  such  establishoKnts, 
generally  speaking,  a  current,  which,  whatever  way  turned,  runs  with  great 
violence.  Democracy  hath  often  profited  of  this ;  calling  to  its  aid,  drunken^ 
ness,  and  every  evil  work  in  its  train.  Infidelity  hath  profited  of  this :— 
thanks  be  to  Ood  t  its  day,  we  trust,  is  nearly  passed. 

^  At  the  time  our  Bible  Association  was  formed,  a  lottery-dub  existed  in 
one  of  the  shops ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  fimner  association  exciting  and 
producing  (as  is  always  its  natural  tendency)  a  higher  tone  of  thinking  and 
acting,  the  men  have  recently  determined  to  transfer  their  tuUeriptiemt  frvm 
the  lottery  to  the  Church  MitsUnmry  Society  s  and  we  hope  to  produce  for  that 
society  about  seven  pounds  per  annum. 

^  About  a  month  ago,  the  adjoining  premises  to  ours  were  burnt  down ; 
the  destruction  was  rapid,  and  our  manufiictory  was  in  imminent  danger  $ 
but,  by  the  prompt  asastance  and  activity  of  some  of  our  men,  the  fire,  lAich 
had  caught  the  top  of  the  building,  was  extinguished.  For  this  their  activity 
and  exertion,  they  were  presented  by  the  Fire-insurance  Company  with  a 
gratuity  of  five  pounds,  which  was  equally  divided.  When  the  division  was 
made,  one  of  them  observed,—*  It  was  not  we  that  saved  the  building,  but 
Brovideni^ ;— the  wind  blew  the  flames  and  smoke  divectly  from  us ;  and  we 
were  enabldd,  in  consequence,  to  stand  upon  the  roof  and  extinguish  the 
flames  where  they  had  taken  hold :  I  will  therefore  nve  my  quota  to  the 
Bible  Association  t  it  may  be  the  means  of  putting  a  Bible  into  the  hands 
of  some  child,  or  ignorant  person,  and  teaching  them  the  consolatory  truth 
of  a  particular  Providence*  that  not  even  a  sparrow  foils  without  our  Heavenly 
Father's  (mowledge.'  His  example  was  foUowed  by  some  others;  and  henoe 
we  received  a  donation  of  twenty-three  shillings. 

'^  The  principle  upon  which  this  society  acto,  is,  That  each  member  shall 
subscribe  firom  one  penny  to  sixpence  per  week ;  and  the  value  of  one  half 
the  amount  paid  into  the  general  fimd  shall  be  received  back  in  Bibles,  if 
required,  to  be  distributed  among  the  men. 

^  On  a  reference  to  the  First  IB&port  of  the  Dean-Street  Association,  it  will 
be  found  there.  Is  a  doubt  expressed,  whether,  after  their  object  (which  was 
that  of  supplying  themselves  with  Bibles)  was  accompliahed,  the  Association 
would  continue  to  exist  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  we  observe 
this  apprehension  to  be  without  foundation ;  our  subscriptions  being  at  pre. 
sent  nearly  double  the  amount  of  those  at  the  time  the  Report  was  made. 
We  have  at  present  eleven  subscribers  at  sixpence  per  week ;  two  at  four- 
penoe ;  ten  at  threepence ;  forty-three  at  twopence ;  and  thirty-one  at  one 
penny  per  week ;  making,  in  all,  eighteen  shillings  and  fivepence  per  wedc"* 

T!h»  following  abstbact  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  Accounts  of  this 
Association  to  the  month  of  AprU  1830 1 

Total  amount  psid  to  the  Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible 

Society       £.971.10.   6 

Balance  appropriated  to  the  general  olject  of  the  British 

and  Foreign  Bible  Society £.141.18.10 

Number  of  Contributozs,  in  April  1830,  one  huodxed  snd  tweoty-five. 
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In  their  Report  to  the  Westmhister  Conference,  April 

48S0,  this  Association  place  the  value  of  their  establishment 

in  a  new  and  interesting  point  of  view;  while  they  afford 

another  evidence  of  the  importance  of  giving  every  £ftcility  to 

the  circulation  of  the  Monthly  Extracts : — 

^  Another  decided  proof  of  the  utility  of  drcukting  printed  inteUigenea 
has  lately  fallen  under  our  observation.  At  the  time  of  the  recent  trial  of  an 
individual  for  vending  blsaphemoua  publicatioiM,  the  principals  of  a  manu- 
ftctofy,  in  which  twenty-four  men  were  employed,  were  made  very  uneasy 
by  hearing  that  some  of  their  workmen  had  adopted  his  pemidous  qiinions, 
and  were  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  proselytes  amons  their  fellow 
worinnen.  Ac  this  critical  juncture,  the  '^  Monthly  Extracts**  for  September 
itXL  faitoihe  hands  of  one  a£  the  prindpala ;  who,  seeing  the  success  of  the 
Bean^Street  Society,  immediately  thought  that  the  formation  of  a  similar 
establishment,  in  his  own  manu&ctory,  would  be  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
method  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  these  deluded  men.  Having  drawn  up 
a  kind  of  prospectus,  he  csUed  a  general  meeting  of  his  workmen ;  and  having 
explained  the  Ol^ject,  and  s^ti&ctorily  answmd  every  olgection  that  waa 
uiged,  he  had  the  happiness  of  succeeding  beyond  Us  most  sanguine  ex* 
pectations ;  no  fewer  than  twtnip'tw0,  out  of  the  twefity-four  persons  em- 
ployed, having  the.nei^t  day  enrolled  their  naines  as  weekly  subscribers.'* 

3.  In  reference  to  this  Association,  the  Committee  of  the 
Westminster  Auxiliary  Society^  in  their  Annual  Reports  for 
1818  and  1819,  observe  :— 

**  Besides  the  more  extended  operation  of  this  example  in  other  drdes, 
your  Committee  are  peculiarly  gratified  to  leport,  that  seven!  simihu; 
Associations  have  been  formed  in  difierent  manufactories  in  this  district. 
Among  these,  your  Committee  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  foUowing  s 
T]X.-*the  Association  of  Manufacturers  in  the  employment  of  Messrs. 
Hawkes,  Mosely,  and  Co.  which  has  contributed  48^ ;  of  Messri.  Hatchett, 
\%i. ;  of  Messrs.  Spode  snd  Copeland,  71.  lUf.  9d. ;  of  Messrs.  Hansard  and 
Sons,  3A ;  of  Messrs.  Hancock,  Shepherd,  and  Co. ;  and  of  Messrs.^  W.  Smith 

and  Co. There  are  now  eleven  Associations  in  various  kinds  of  manu* 

ihctories  within  the  sphere  of  this  Auxiliary,  ten  of  which  form  Branches 
in  connexion  with  the  AsMciations  in  whose  districts  they  are  established.*' 

It  would  be  unjust  to  conclude  this  sketch  of  the  progress 
and  effects  of  the  Dean-Street  Association,  without  some 
allusion  to* the  founder  of  that  remarkable  institution:  nor  can 
this  be  more  appropriately  made,  than  in  the  language  of  those 
who  were  best  qualified  to  appreciate  his  worth;  and  who 
observe,  in  dieir  Report  for  lol7, — 

**  It  IS  with  feelings  of  deep  regret,  we  have  to  state  the  death  of  our 
highly-respected  Secretary,  Mr.  Jotepk  Dpke.  To  our  departed  friend,  as  an 
instrument,  we  are  indebted  for  the  formation  of  our  Society ;  and  whatever 
degree  of  reputation  it  may  have  acquired  amongst  the  friends  of  Bible 
Associations,  must  principally  be  ascribed  to  the  intelligence  and  ability  with 
which  he  conducted  its  concerns.  Having  said  thus  much,  we  should  afford 
a  very  feeble  proof  of  our  r^ard  for  his  memory,  were  we  to  allow  the  result 
of  his  labours  to  crumble  into  dust :  the  dictates  of  friendship  forbid  thisi 
hut  considering,  as  we  do,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  as  amongst 
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the  iustruments  which  an  all-wise  Proyidenoe  will  make  use  of  to  enlighten 
the  whole  world,  it  becomes  no  longer  a  matter  of  Mendship  or  choice ;  but 
an  imperative  duty,  &om  which  we  can  in  no  wise  tree  ourselves,  and  he 
guiltless." 

Thus,  **  being  dead,  he  yet  speaiethf  and  to  every  one  placed 
in  a  similar  station,  as  a  foreman  or  superintendent,  the  lan- 
guage addressed  is,  "  Go,  and  do  thou  likewise** 

'  4.  Proceeding  in  the  order  of  their  establishment,  the  next 
Association  of  Siis  description  appears  to  have  been  formed 
among  the  workmen  of  Messrs.  Pritchard  and  Co.,  hat-manu- 
facturers, Dean  Street,  Canterbury  Square,  Southwark;  esta- 
blished in  the  year  1813,  in  consequence  of  the  visits  o(  the 
collectors  of  the  St  Saviour*s  Bible  Association,  to  which  its 
funds  have  been  paid*  The  aggregate  results  during  the  last 
seven  years  are : 

Number  of  Contributors       .     .     .     «     .     •     •  ^  128 
Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  received    .     lOi 

Amount  collected       «    .     £.  66  •  16  . 1 

Ditto  appropriated  to  the  general  object  of  the  --. 

British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  .     .     •    .      £.  S2 .   8 . 1 

6.  The  light  that  was  kindled  in  the  south  was  reflected 
from  the  north  with  increased  brilliancy.  In  the  year  1815^ 
the  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Bible  Society  directed  iheir 
attention  to  this  important  subject ;  and  the  following  extract 
of  a  communication  from  their  able  and  indefatigable  Secretary 
(Samuel  Hope,  Esq.)  to  the  lamented  founder  of  these  in- 
stitutions^ is  a  gratifying  record  of  their  success  :— 

^  We  have  proposed  the  formation  of  Yoluntaiy  Associations  among  the 
mechanics  collected  under  their  own  masters,  in  the  more  extensive  manu- 
fiicturing  establishments  of  the  town ;  and  have  every  encouragement  to 
proceed  in  the  work.  We  have  not  ^et  met  with  one  refusal  ftom.  the  pro- 
prietors, to  whom  we  have  made  application  for  permission  to  lay  the  plan 
^  before  the  men  for  their  consideration.  In  every  instance,  the  men  have 
heard  us  with  respectful  attention :  and  though  many  of  them  were  e  videntljr 
strangers  to  the  Bible,  they  have  not  only  fidlen  cheerfully  into  the  pro- 
posal^  but,  so  fiur  as  we  can  judge,  it  appears  to  have  called  their  attention  to 
the  revelation  which  God  has  given  us." 

.The  Associations  of  Mechanics  in  connexion  with  the 
Liverpool  Society  will  appear,  by  the  following  statement  of 
their  respective  contributions  to  April  1820,  to  have  aided, 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  the  fur«1fl  of  that  flomrishing  in- 
stitution : — 
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ASSOCIATIONS  OF  MECHANICS 

Ut  COKNXXIOy  WITH  THX  LITSKPOOL  AUXILIAKT  SOCISTT. 

Phoenix  Iron  Foundry Amount  remitted,  148 .10.6 

Hercukneum  Potterj Ditto  lis.  0 .  0 

Mr.  Bartin  HaigVs IHtto  105.14.10 

Caxton  Printing  Office Ditto  86  •  9  •  10 

Messrs.  Thomas  Dove  and  Co.     •    •    •          Ditto  S9-16.   • 

Mr.  Henry  Holt's Ditto  83.   9.   7 

Messrs.  Staniforth  and  Laird  •    •    .    •          Ditto  10.  0.   0 

Lamp  Contractors  and  Listen  •    .    •         Ditto  10.   0*  0 

Messrs.  John  Johnson  and  Son    .    .    .         Ditto  9.1.9 

Messrs.  Webster  and  Forshair     .    .    .          Ditto  9.16.   9 

Mr.  William  Southell's Ditto  8.   0.   0 

Messrs.  John  JEcdes  and  Son  .    •    •    •         Ditto  8  .IS.  6 

Mr.  John  Sutherland's Ditto  9.  8.  8 

Messrs.  Thomas  Boberta  and  Co. .    .    .         Ditto  1.3.4 

Mr.  Fairdoud^'s Ditto:  I  •   1  •  0 

Mr.  James  Hobnes Ditto  1*   0«   0 

Messrs.  M.Gkd8t<me  and  Co.      .    .    •         Ditto  0*   9.   0 

£.506.13.    1 


The  aggregate  average  number  of  subscribers  in  these 
seventeen  Associations  may  be  estimated  at  800; — they  have 
received  about  700  Bibles  and  Testaments  ;^— and  the  total 
amount  for  which  no  return  has  been  required,  an4  which  has 
consequently  been  contributed  in  aid  of  the  general  object 
or  the  Parent  Society,  exceeds  two  hundred  am  fifty  pounds., 
.  On  this  subject,  the  foUowmg  extracts  from  the  Eighth 
Report  of  the  Liverpool  Society  are  important,  as  afibrding 
an  additional  evlojcnce,  that  the  effect  of  the  Bible  Sociel^j, 
ddroughout  all  its  ramifications,  is  such,  as  not  only  to  supply 
the  demand  for  the  holy  scriptures,  but  to  create  and  exte^q 
a  deme  Ibr  their  possession,  and  an  interest  in  their  universa) 
circulation : — 

^^  When  the  Ladies  began  their  important  visits  upon  that  extended  plan» 
and  pursued  them  with  that  minuteness  of  detail  by  which  their  laboun 
have  been  characterized,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  they  would,  in 
some  degree,  pr^udice  the  taaSs  derived  from  the  Mechanics*  Associations  | 
whoae  membera,  finding  their  Amities  caUed  upon  to  provide  themselvea 
with  the  Word  of  Life,  might  probably  transfer  their  contributions  to  that 
channel  through  which  the  oljects  of  their  first  solicitude  would  be  most 
surely  benefitted.  But  where  is  the  wisdom  of  the  wise?  Contrary  tp  the 
cnommon  elements  of  cslculation,  the  very  agency  which  appeared  Bkely  t« 
dlminiah  has,  in  fiwt  and  practice,  augmented  the  liihdf  o£  the  Meicfanie 
AwriitioM.  Theamaunt adoMnrladgediB  tbe  kit Sepoct  ^m  lOSA  ISi^  IA9 
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Similar  Associations  in  Stockport  and  its  Yicinity  ;— 


that  which  has  been  received  during  the  past  year  is  ISS/.  7<.  4d,  The 
desire  to  possess  the  Scriptures  has  resembled  a  vigorous  spring,  long  pent 
up  in  the  earth,  and  long  struggling  to  be  free :  when  the  first  opening 
was  made,  it  gushed  instantaneoulj  to  the  day ;  and  the  more  that  opening 
has  beeii  enlajqged  by  the  hand  of  art,  the  more  copious  has  been  the  flow. 
If  increasing  effort  be  thus  followed  by  increasing  success,  the  limit  of  the 
Bociety*s  operation  must  become  vastly  enlaige^  and  the  prospect  of  its 
usefulness  almost  incalculably  great." 

6.  In  the  year  1814,  a  Bible  Association  was  formed 
among  the  workmen  of  Mr.  Atwell,  in  Glasgow,  which  con- 
tributed 6/.  l6s.5cL  to  the  funds  of  the  Auxihary  Society  of 
that  city.  And  it  is  with  feelings  of  peculiar  satisfaction,  that 
the  author  is  enabled  to  announce  the  commencement  of 
similar  institutions,  in  the  important  district  embraced  by  the 
Sicckport  Auxiliary  Society.  The  first  of  these  was  esta* 
blished  in  December  1819;  and  such  was  the  zeal  manifested 
by  its  members,  and  the  success  which  attended  their  exertions, 
that,  in  August  1830,  they  had  upwards  of  three  hundred  sub- 
scribers, of  whom  about  SOO  required  Bibles  or  Testaments ; 
and  had  remitted  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  no  less  a  sum  than 
Ji/iy  pounds.  Under  a  conviction,  ^*  that  the  open  efforts  of 
infidelity  should  be  met  by  the  open  efforts  of  Christian  be- 
nevolence ;  and  that  nothing  was  more  likelv  to  destroy  its 
practical  operation  than  the  introduction  of  Bible  Associa- 
tions into  our  cotton  manufactories ;"  the  Committee  of  die 
Stockport  Auxiliary  Society  published  an  address  to  the 
mill-owners  of  that  town  and  its  vicinity,  explaining  their 
object,  and  soliciting  co-operation : — 

^'  We  call,'*  they  observe,  ^^  upon  the  master-manu&cturers  of  the  town 
to  join  us  in  this  undertaking ;  and  if  they  cannot  bestow  much  of  their 
time  in  practical  efforts,  at  l«ut  to  bestow  upon  us  the  smile  of  their  appro- 
bation. Their  respectability  as  men,  and  the  extensive  influence  they 
command  over  the  working  population  of  the  town,  justify  such  an  expec' 
tation  :  and  if  these  Associations  had  no  higher  aim  t%n  to  exert  a  com* 
inanding  influence  over  the  morals  of  the  people,  where  is  the  master  who 
would  not  sanction  them  ?  where  is  the  master  who  would  not  rather  see 
his  workmen  subscribe  a  penny  a  week  fl>r  a  Bible,  than  bestow  their 
Bioney  in  the  chronicles  of  impiety  and  sedition  ?  and  where  is4he  master 
among  us,  who,  instead  of  hearing  in  his  &ctoiy  the  strains  of  impure  %nd 
licentious  songs,  would  not  rather  see  that  place  hallowed  by  the  influence 
of  religion  ?  We  submit  these  remarks  to  their  considerations  with  great 
deference,  as  we  have  the  pleasure  of  numbering  among  them  some  of  the 
best  friends  and  best  supporters  of  our  society." 

7.  Besides  those  which  have  been  enumerated,  the  only 
Association  of  Mechanics  with  which  the  author  is  ac- 
quainted, is  that  established  in  March  1820,  by  the  indivi- 
duals  employed  in  the  manufactory  of  Mr.  Paul  Storr,  in 
Harrison  Street^  Gray  VInn  Road,  London,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  contributing  to  the  iiihda  of  the  British  and  Fo- 
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and  in  Mr.  Stoir^s  Manu&ciory,  who  himself  acts  as  PmssiDSNT. 


reign  Bible  Society.  In  their  printed  address,  they  observe, 
— ^  The  generality  of  the  members  have  been  already  sup- 
plied with  Bibles  from  a  former  society  of  this  description ; 
and  a  sufficient  number  remains  on  hand  to  supply  those 
who  are  in  need  of  the  sacred  volume.**  They  further  state, 
that  "  a  fund  had  already  been  raised  by  some  zealous  indi- 
viduals, which  was  immediately  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  as  a  first-fruit  of  their  earnestness  to  promote  so 
good  a  cause.** 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  formation  of  this  Association, 
it  consisted  ot  seventy-four  members,  who  were  thus  classed : 

Six  of  One  Guinea  per  Annum, '  ]    Two  of  Sixpence  .  •  per  Week, 

One  of  One  Pound  . . .  ditto,  Eight  of  Threepence  .  .  •.  ditto. 

One  of  Ten  Shillings  .  ditto,  Twentj-eight  of  Twopence  ditto, 

Two  of  Sixpence  per  Month,  Three  of  Three  Halfpence  ditto, 

and  Twentj-Uiree  of  One  Penny  per  Week : 

Forming  an  aggregate  of  342. 5#.  lOd.  per  Annum. 

In  concluding  their  address,  they  remark*- 

**  In  stating  these  particulars,  this  Association  disclaim  all  intention  of 
boasting— they  simply  detail  fiicts;  but  a^  the  same  time  indulge  an 
earnest  hope  that  this  Report  may  afford  one  more  stimulus  (should  any  be 
wanting)  to  the  establishment  of  similar  societies  in  latge  manu&ctories ; 
being  nrmly  convinced  of  the  vast  importance  and  salutary  effects  of  sound 
religious  instruction  at  all  times,  but  more  particularly  at  present,  when 
every  means  are  resorted  to  by*the  enenues  of  social  order  to  undermine  all 
the  foundations  both  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness  of  mankind.** 

This  Association  held  its  first  Annual  General  Meeting  on 
the  5th  of  February  1821,  when  it  apjpeared  that  the  total 
leceipts  amounted  to  291,  I2s.  l^d.;  and  it  was  resolved,  that 
after  paying  for  fifteen  Bibles  received  for  the  members,  the 
balance  in  hand,  being  2lL6s.  10^.  should  be  paid  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Bloomsbury  and  South-Pancras  Auxiliary 
Society,  "  for  the  general,  and  more  especially  the  foreign, 
objects  of  the  Parent  Society.'*  The  Report  concludes  with 
the  following  striking  observation:— 

^  As  this  Association  is  unavoidably  confined  to  the  manu&ctory  in  whidi 
it  is  situated,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  fUmish  subject  for  verf  eztensiye 
oomment :  but  ire  must  not  omit  stating  our  firm  belief^  that  the  circulation 
of  the  Word  of  God  among  its  members  has  contributed,  in  an  emin^t 
degree,  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  this  concern." 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  that  this  report  is  signed 
by  Mr.  Storr,  as  President  of  the  Association : — ^an  example 
deserving  general  imitation,'and  which  goes  far  in  accounting 
for  the  success  with  which  it  has  been  attended^  both  in  a 
pecuniary  and  moral  point  of  view. 
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Bules  and  B^ulatioiu  recommended  fiir  adoption 

While  these  examples  demonstrate  the  value  and  import* 
ance  of  Bible  Associations  of  Mechanics,  and  afford  a  satis- 
fiictory  evidence  of  the  fietcility  with  which  they  may  be 
establisfaed,  their  results,  both  moral  and  pecuniary,  exdte  a. 
feeling  of  regret  that  they  have  not  been  more  generally 
formed  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  limited  circiuation  of 
local  reports,  and  the  consequent  ignorance  of  these  institu- 
tionsi  and  of  the  mode  of  conducting  them,  have  doubtless 
prevented  the  extension  of  the  system,  the  great  importance 
of  which  must  be  evident  to  all  who  rightly  consider  the 
subject  Under  this  impression  the  author  respectfully  sub* 
mits  the  following  Regulations  to  those  who  may  feel  interested 
in  this  object 

SECTION  11. 

RTTLES   RECOMMENDED   FOB  ADOPTION  BY  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS 
OF  MECHANICS. 

I.  That  we  form  ourselyes  into  an  Aasociation  in  connexion  with  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the  — ■■— 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  ourselyes  with 
the  holy  scriptures,  and  of  assisting  in  their  universal  circulation. 

II.  That  every  member  subscribe  not  less  than  one  penny  a  week.  Such 
contribution  to  be  paid  regularly  every  Saturday  to  the  Treasurer. 

III.  That  as  soon  as  the  fund  shall  at  any  time  amount  to  five  pounds,  it 
shall  be  pud  over  by  the  Treasurer  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  ■ 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society ;  and  acknowledgments  of  all  such  payments 
shall  be  produced  by  the  Treasurer  at  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Association. 

IV.  That  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 

Society  to  return  us  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  cost  prices,  to  the  amount, 
if  required,  of  one-half  the  aggregate  sum  paid  by  this  Association,  for 
the  supply  of  our  own  members  and  their  fiunilies.  The  renudning  half  of 
our  contributions  shall  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  general  object  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

V.  That  a  meeting  of  the  members  oT  this  Association  shall  be  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  first  Monday  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  seven 
o*clock  precisely,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Treasurer*s  account  of 
xeoeipts  and  disbursements,  and  of  delivering  the  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

YL  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  to  the  subscribers  who 
tequire  them,  shall  be  delivered  according  to  priority  of  claim ;  unless  it 
•hould  appear  to  the  meeting  that  one  case  is  more  pressing  than  another. 

VII.  That  the  Treasurer  shall  be  annually  chosen  at  the  meeting  in 
January :  he  shall  also  act  as  Secretary,  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  all 
receipts  and  disbursements,  also  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  and 
delivered,  and  any  other  purticulars  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Asso- 
ciation. 

VIII.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  make  application  to  the  Secre- 
taries of  the Auxiliaiy  («r  Branch)  Society  for  two  copies  of  their  last 

Annual  Report,  and  two  copies  of  the  last  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society :  and  that  they  be  also  requested  to  supply  this  Association, 
monthly,  with  twelve  copies  of  "  Ettracts  of  Correspondence :" — these 
boofcs  asid  papert  to  be  axcultted  amoiig  the  members,  under  the  direction  ot 
the  Tieamixer. 
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by  Aasodatloiis  of  Mechanics. — ObBervatioiui  on  the  Rules. 


IX.  That  a  Committee  of  three  subscribers,  including  the  Treasurer,  shall 
be  annually  appointed,  at  the  meeting  in  October,  to  prepare  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Association,  with  any  interesting  particulars  of  beneficial 
effects.  Such  report  to  be  submitted  to  the  meeting  in  January,  and,  when 
adopted,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  ■  Auxiliary  (mt 

Branch)  Society. 

X.  That  A&.  — ~-  be  appointed  Treasurer  fixr  the  ensuing  year* 

XI.  That  respectful  application  be  made  to  Mr.  -.^-—  {the  Preprieiw  9/ 
the  Concem\  requesting  him  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the  Association. 

XII.  That  a  copy  oi  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  {Pretideni  tfr) 
Treasurer,  be  tnuismitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  ■  Auxiliaiy  (sr 
Branch)  Society. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1;  Where  no  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  exists^  the 
Association  may  be  formed  in  direct  connexion  widi  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  In  reference  to  the 
Second  Rule,  strict  attention  should  be  paid  to  punctuality  of 
payment,  and  collection.  The  day  most  conyenient  to  the 
members  should  be  appointed  for  uiis  purpose ;  and  the  sum 
be  immediately  entered  in  the  book,  opposite  to  the  sub- 
scriber's name. — (See  Specimen  of  the  Treasurer's  Book.) 

IL  The  sum  specified  in  the  Third  Rule  may  be  increased 
or  diminished,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  Associatioiii 
and  the  wishes  of  the  subscribers. 

III.  If  the  return  of  one-half,  as  stated  in  the  Fourth  Rule, 
should  be  found  inadeauate  to  the  wants  of  the  members, 
the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Committee  will  grant  a  further 
supply,  on  application,  even  to  the  full  amount  of  the  contri- 
bution from  the  Association. 

IV.  The  Quarterly  Meeting  should  always  be  held  oii  the 
premises  where  the  members  are  employed,  and  at  an  hour 
which  does  not  interfere  with  their  work.  The  President^ 
or  in  his  absence  the  Treasurer,  should  preside  at  all  such 
meetings. 

V.  In  reference  to  the  Seventh  anA  £/w€n/&  Rules,  it  will  be 
found  very  important  to  get  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Ae 
manufactory  to  accept  the  appointment  of  President,  and  the 

E'ncipal  superintendent  to  nil  the  office  of  Treasurer.  In  a 
ge  Association  it  may  be  desirable  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
in  addition,  who  should  also  be  one  that  occupies  a  respon- 
sible station  in  the  concern. 

VI.  The  number  of  copies  of  the  Reports  and  Monthly 
Extracts  will,  of  course,  vary  according  to  the  extent  6f  the 
Association :  of  the  latter,  one  copy  may  answer  for  every 
four  subscribers,  each  of  whom  may  have  it  for  two  or  three 
days.    A  constant  interest  will  thus  be  maintained,  and  a 
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Simplieity  of  the  design,  and  faeilitj  of  canying  it  into  effect 


knbwledge  of  the  proceedings  and  effects  of  Bible  Societies 
be  diffused  among  the  members.  Nor  is  it  unreasonable  to 
expect,  that  the  ]>erusal  of  these  documents  may  have  a 
powerful  mfluence  on  the  minds  of  the  subscribers.  Of  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  those  publication^  Uiat  have  recendy 
been  circulated  with  so  much  industry  among  our  manufac- 
turing population,  every  reflecting  and  weU-govemed  mind 
is  abundaiitly  convinced.  And  can  we  hesitate  to  adopt  a 
measure  which  provides  a  silent  but  effectual  corrective? 
Shall  we  suffer  the  Press  to  become  the  instrument  of  evfl, 
and  not  call  forth  its  powers  to  counteract  the  mischief? 
Those  powers  are  resistless,  on  whatever  side  they  are 
employed ;  and  it  is  alike  our  interest  and  our  duty  to  enlist 
them  in  the  cause  of  virtue.  And  surely  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  introduce  a  correct  taste,  to  awaken  the  benevolent 
principle,  and  to  attract  the  affections  of  the  heart,  than 
these  records  of  mercy,  peace,  and  gratitade.  Here  the 
rich  tribute  is  rendered  to  British  charity :  here  the  irrefra- 
gable evidence  of  benefit  is  produced  :  and  here  the  volun- 
tary witnesses  assemble,  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
to  testify  their  grateful  attachment  to  that  generous  land 
which  could  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  possession  of  the 
sacred  treasure,  without  making  all  nations  partakers  of  its 
wealth  and  participants  of  its  joy* 

SECTION  III. 

MODE  OF  KEEPING  THE  ACCOUKTS. 

1.  As  the  distinguishing  feature  in  the  plan  of  these 
Associations  is  simplicity,  and  those  who  conduct  them  have 
In  general  but  little  time  at  their  command,  the  accounts 
should  be  so  kept  as  to  save  all  unnecessary  trouble,  while 
they  exhibit  a  clear  view  of  every  transaction.  These 
objects,  it  is  submitted,  can  be  fully  attained,  by  having  only 
two  books,  which  may  be  so  constructed  as  to  contain  all  the 
requisite  particulars  in  the  most  simple  and  intelligible  form :  a 
Minute  jSook,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly  and 
Annual  Meetings  should  be  inserted  by  the  Secretary,  and  the 
Reports  of  the  Treasurer  be  transcribed ;  and  the  Treasurer's 
Book,  in  which  a  statement  of  every  pecuniary  transaction 
should  be  kept  The  former  requires  no  particular  ob- 
servation ;  and  the  annexed  Specimen,  with  the  explanatory 
remarks  subjoined,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  latter. 

2.  The  Treasurer's  Book  should  be  of  Quarto  size ;  and  if 
it  contain  fifty  or  sixty  leaves,  it  will  comprise  the  accounts 
of  the  Associatira  for  severaT  years.    It  wiU  be  perceived  by 
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The  Minute  and  Treasurer*^  Book  described. 

the  Specimen  No.  1,  that  a  number  is  prefixed  to  the  name  6t 
every  subscriber:-^ these  numbers  should  be  continued  un-« 
interruptedlv  throughout  the  Book :  thus  the  first  number 
in  folio  2  will  be  19.  It  will  save  considerable  trouble,  if  the 
Treasurer  specify  an  hour,  weekly,  for  receiving  the  Contd- 
butions,  and  make  the.  regular  entry  in  his  book  at  the  time 
the  subscription  is  paid. 

3.  Should  any  subscriber  wish  for.  a  Bible  or  Testament^ 
after  having  originally  declined  availing  himself  of  his  pri- 
vilege, he  should  be  suppliied.  In  all  such  cases,  the  entry  of 
^  No "  should  be  erased,  and  the  description  of  Bible  or 
Testament  inserted  in  the  proper  column.  When  a  subscriber 
dies,  or  discontinues  his  subscription,  a  notification  to  that 
effect  should  be  inserted  opposite  to  his  name,  as  in  the  case 
of  No.  7  in  the  Specimen.  The  requisite  entry  should  be 
made  in  the  last  column,  before  the  Bible  or  Testament  is 
delivered  to  the  subscriber. 

4.  It  will  be  observed,  that  spaces  are  left  at  the  bottom  of 
ihe  page,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  up  and  inserting  the 
Week^  and  Quarterly  amounts.  These  entries,  checked  by 
the  cash  in  the  Treasiurer's  hands,  will  enable  him  to  prepare 
his  Quarterly  Statement,  according  to  the  following  form ;  viz. 


TEEASUREK'S  REPORT. 
Presented  the  3d  of  April  18S0. 

— ^-^  £^.  #.  tl. 

Amount  received  in  January 4.0.8 

Ditto    .    .  in  February 0.   9*8 

Ditto    .    .  in  March 0.10.9 

,  Total  received »    •  5.   0.7. 

Paid  to  the  ■  '         Auxiliary  Bible  Society S.   Q.Q 

Balance  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  .    •  £.0 .   0.7 


JUeeivedJrom  tht  AmaLiABT  Socixty  : — 8  Brevier  and  8  Minion  Bibles  ; 
3  Pica  and  8  Brevier  Testamekts  ;  amounting,  at  cost-prices,  to  8/.  3s.  4^ 

Claimed  ^  Subscjubehs  : — 8  Brevier  Bibles,  and  1  Pica  Testament. 

«*•  This  report  should  hejiledj  for  referenoOi 


5.  In  reference  to  the  Specimen  No.  2,  the  Treasurer  should 
always  give  a  tvriiten  order  for  Bibles  and  Testaments :  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  or  Depositary  of  the  Auxiliary 
(or  Branch)  Society  to  furnish  an  invoice  with  every  parceL 
This  invoice  should  be  immediately  entered  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  produced,  with  the  acknowledgment  of  the  last  remittance, 
at  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Association. 
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N». 

SUBSCKIBBRS' 
NAMES. 

Rate  of 
GontnbiilkA. 

WheffaeraBible 

or  Testament 
ia  reqiiind  or  not 

1. 

9. 

& 

4 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

la 

14. 

1& 

16. 
17. 
IS. 

Meemr9.StorrUCo.  

Nb-.JoeigAD^ke 

>  Omneaeper  ann. 

IGmnea    ^ 

I0e.6d    ^ 

id  aweek 

Sd      ..-- 

Ad      ..... 

fU    ...... 

lid      ~ 
Id      ....- 

Id      ..-.. 
2d      ...... 

Id:      ..-.. 
3d      ™ 
4d      ^ 
2d      ..-.. 
6d      ...... 

Id:      ,^ 
Id      — 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

ABrwierBiife 

No 

No 

No 

No 

ABrevierBibU 

No 

A  Pica  Testameni 

No 

No 

Tkomae  Johnson 

Jamee  Field 

MaitkewGage 

PeierGrmd 

John  Tfunnae* 

SjokeriBrueo 

Bdioard  Price 

'HkomaeBond 

. 

JoeephWknrd. 

William  Took 

CkarleeMorgan 

Homy  Hart 

Samual  iiringrr 

Wbbelt  Collbctionb 

QUARTBRLT  AMOUNTS 

SPECIMEN, 

[To  occupy  the  four  last 


D^ 


The 


Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  in 


1820. 
March  ^. 


To  Caehper  Mr,  AM.,  Secretary, 
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No.  1. 

-The  CoIusgoM  of  the  last  two  Quarters  to  be  inserted  before  the  Annual  Amount.] 


•S73 


Jamtary,       February,    March. 


I 


10 


17 


34 


31 


-*I9«    I    I      I 


7\U 


2^(6 


13  3C 


27 


£.5.0.7 


April -^     May. 


June. 


3  10  17  M  1    8  l£-223(   5  121926 


Dttetutd. 

I 


£. 


Annnal 
Amount 


When 

8Qp> 

plied. 


AprZ. 


No:  ^. 

Folios  of  the  Bock-l 


account  with  the 


Mechanics'  Association. 


1820. 
Marck'a7. 


Sy%  Brevier  BiUes,  at  78.  bd. .^ 14.10 

It  Minion  J>.  at Cs.fld. 13.   4 

3  Pica  Testaments,  Calf,  at  As.  Ad. .13  .    0 

^  Brevier  D'.SJiMp,  at  U.7d. 3.   9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ffT4  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  MECHANICS*  [cfiAP.  tr« 

Peculiar  importance  of  these  in^itutions  at  the  present  period. 

SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

1.  If  there  be  any  portion  of  the  system  of  the  Bible  Society 
that  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  Great 
Britain  at  the  present  period,  it  appears  to  be  that  which  we 
are  now  considering.  To  those  who  possess  a  steilutary  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  their  subordinate  woil&men,  a 
question  of  vital  importance  suggests  itself — ''  How  has  this 
influence  been  exercised P*'     If  every  master-manufacturer  aiid 

.  superintendant  would  seriously  put  this  inquiry  to  his  own 
conscience,  and  be  governed  by  the  answer  he  receives,  the 
results  would  be  speedily  witnessed,  and  the  best  interests  ot 
our  country  be  essentially  promoted. 

2.  That  universal  education  on  the  basis  of  the  Bible  would 
be  an  universal  benefit,  is  the  decided  conviction  of  the 
authbr ;  but  whether  this,  opinion  be  well  or  ill  founded,  is  not 
now  the  question.  The  evil,  if  it  be  one,  is  done ; — an  appetite 
is  created,  which  mtist  be  fed ;  and  if  you  do  not  supply  it 
with  wholesome  and  solid  food,  we  too  well  know  that  there 
are  others  who  will  administer  attractive  poison.  And  shall 
we  sleep,  while  the  enemy  is  sowing  tares?  Shall  the  Christian 
be  supine,  when  the  Infidel  is  active?    Shall  the  friends  of 

Sood  order  and  subordination  slumber  at  their  postsj  when 
le  advocates  of  anarchy  and  confusion  are  abroad?  If 
ftpathy  and  indifiei^nce  be  the  consequence  of  superior 
knowledge,  then  indeed  education  is  an  evil:  but  if  wisdom 
and  inteUigence  be  conferred,  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  for 
practical  and  ffood.  purposes,  it  is  in  such  times  as  these  that 
Uieir  value  is  felt  and  their  application  demanded. 

8.  "  The  Bible,*'  says  Locke,  "  has  God  for  its  author;  salva- 
tion  for  its  end ;  and  truth,  without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its 
matter.*"  The  interest  excited  by  a  desire  to  possess  it,  or  to 
assist  in  its  universal  difiusion,  is  as  much  superior  to  every 
sensual  pursuit,  as  the  concerns  of  eternity  surpass  those  of 
the  present  hour.  He  who  feels  and  cherishes  this  interest 
is  elevated  above  the  mean  and  sordid  considerations  that  had 
formerly  occupied  his  attention.  His  character  expands  with 
his  capacity  for  enjoyment;  and  he  rejects  those  incitements 
to  eru,  a  compliance  with  which  would  degrade  him  in  his 
own  estimation,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  whose  respect  he 
can  now  appreciate. 

4.  The  effect  of  this  elevation  of  character  will  be  felt  in 
reference  to  bis  daily  habits.    The  man  who  passes  his  even* 
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The  effects  on  habit  and  character. — Illuatzation  of  the  subject. 

ings  at  the  public-house,  and  associates  with  the  idle  and 
the  profligate,  gradually  depresses  the  spring  of  honest  ill* 
dustry,  and  weakens  his  attachment  to  domestic  pleasures : 
whereas  he  who  is  induced  by  reflection  and  conviction  to 
avoid  those  scenes  of  dissipation,  and  to  find  his  best  and 
tranquil  enjo3rments  at  home,  will  have  a  perpetual  stimulus 
to  exertion,  in  the  increased  comforts  of  his  family  and  the 
satisfaction  of  his  own  mind.  A  strong  and  increasing  sense 
of  duty  will  render  his  toil  a  pleasure ;  and  his  emplovers  will 
not  be  the  last  to  reap  the  reward  of  this  high  tone  of  correct 
moral  feeling,  which  they  have  been  the  instruments  of  exciting. 

^  5.  These  observations  will  derive  tenfold  force^  if  we  con- 
sider the  Mechanic  in  the  light  of  a  dispenser  of  charity. 
Those  know  but  little  of  the  labouring  classes  in  our  country, 
who  assert,  that  selfishness  is  their  predominant  characteristic 
The  benevolent  principle  may  be  torpid,  but  it  still  exists ; 
-—it  may  have  been  kept  down  by  the  leaden  influence  of 
pauperism,  or  misdirected  by  artifice  and  sophistiy ;  but  if 
you  place  it  under  the  guidance  of  ReUgion,  it  will  rise  above 
these  obstructions,  and  acquire  strength  and  vigour  by  ex- 
ercise. He  who  knows  himself  to  be  a  benefactor  of  man- 
kind, however  limited  the  extent  of  his  aid,  will  find  within 
his  own  heart  a  stronger  incentive  to  economy  and  industry 
than  legislative  enactments  have  ever  provided.  '*  I  never 
knew,*'  said  an  honest  carpenter  to  the  author ;  "  I  never 
knew,  Sir,  the  value  of  independence  till  now.  Formerly  I 
never  ^ad  a  shilling  to  spare,  because  I  always  owed  it  at  the 
public-house.  I  had  a  Bible,  but  I  never  read  it,  until,  the 
collectors  of  the  Bible  Association  told  me  what  it  was. 
They  asked  me  whether  I  could  not  spare  a  penny  a-week,  to 
send  it  over  all  the  world ;  and  I  gave  it  without  thinking 
about  it.  But  when  I  read  the  paper  they  gave  me,  and  my 
Bible  afterwards,  I  found  I  had  been  for  ten  years  injurine 
myself  and  my  family,  without  getting  any  good  by  it ;  so  I 
thought  it  was  high  time  to  make  a  change  :  and,  blessed  be 
God  !  He  has  enabled  me  to  make  it  I  began  to  think, 
whether  I  could  not  give  more  than  the  poor  penny  a-week 
to  such  a  great  and  good  work ;  and  I  soon  found  I  could 
double  it  without  missing  what  I  gave.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning. Sir ;  and  now  I  have  eighteen  pounds  in  the  Savings" 
Bank,  my  family  and  home  are  comfortable  and  orderlyi  and 
I  never  was  half  so  happy  in  my  life." 
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JUVENILE  AND  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATIONS. 


JOSXAB  WHILS  BX  WAS  TET  TOVITO,  BEOAX  TO  SEftK  GOO**' 

it  CBBON.  XXXIV.  8. 


PKELIMINART  OBSERVATIONS. 

AMONa  die  many  considerations  which  a  teyiew  of  the  KUe 
Society  involves^  few  are  more  replete  with  interest  than  that 
on  which  we  now  enter.  That  persons  of  mature  age,  widi- 
out  distinction  of  country  or  sex,  should  co-operate  in  a  work 
like  this,  does  not  excite  surprise ;  hut  that  the  zeal  and  energy 
of  Children  should  be  called  into  exercise,  is  a  subject  of 
peculiar  gratification,  and  affords  one  of  the  finest  iUustrations 
of  that  singleness  of  object  and  that  simpUc^ty  of  design  which 
characterize  this  institution.  It  might  naturally  be  supposed, 
that  the  interest  manifested  by  the  young,  in  this  compre- 
hensive scheme  of  Christian  chmty,  hadits  origin  in  the  sug- 
gestion of  their  parents,  or  was  the  result  of  similar  exertions 
on  die  part  of  their  seniors :  but  it  is  a  memorable  fact,  that 
Juvenile  Bible  Associations  constituted  the  earliest  Auxiliaries 
of  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  have  continued  to  the  present 
day  to  pour  their  small,  but  unfailing  rills  into  that.knighty 
river  by  which  the  nations  are  refreshed. 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  Mr.  Owen : — '^  If  a  justification 
were  required  of  this  mode  of  employing  the  energies  of  the 
young,  no  other  need  be  given  than  what  is  furnished  by  the 
following  Scripture  authority : — And  when  the  chief  priests 
and  scribes  saw  the  wonderful  things  that  he  did,  and  the  children 
crying  in  the  temple,  and  saying,  Mosanna  to  the  Son  of  David, 
ihey  were  sore  displeased;  am  said  unto  him.  Nearest  thou 
what  these  say?  And  Jesus  saith  unto  them.  Yea;  have  ye  never 
tmid,  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  andsucklings  thou  hasi  perfected 
preisey 
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Fint  Juyenile  Bible  Sodet  j  formed  at  Sheffield. 


SECTION  I. 

ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  JUVENILE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  The  first  JurenQe  Bible  Society  of  which  we  possess 
any  information^  is  that  of  Sheffield,  established,  in  the  year 
1804^  without  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Rev.  T.  Best,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Sheffield 
Auxiliary  Society,  conveys  so  interesting  an  account  of  the 
origin  of  this  remarkable  Society^  that  no  apology  can  be 
necessary  for  its  introduction : — 

**  The  Sheffield  Juvenile  Bible  Society  commeiioed  in  1804.  Its  b^inning 
was  Tery  small ;  it  was  indeed  the  least  of  all  seeds.— A  yoiuiff  ladj  about . 
fifteen  years  of  age,*  observing,  in  her  visits  to  the  poor,  a  dej^iible  want 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  determined  to  do  what  she  could  towards  supplying 
this  want :  she  mentioned  to  her  younger  brother  her  intention  of  contri- 
buting  something  every  wedt  towards  purchasing  a  Testament ;  fiir  at  this 
time  she  had  no  idea  of  being  able  to  give  away  a  Bible.  She  b^gan  with  a  • 
penny,  and  he  with  a  halfpenny :  they  procured  a  tin  box,  in  which  they  kept  . 
their  savinn,  till  at  l^Qg^  they  amounted  to  sixteen  pence,  with  which  th^ 
bought  a  Testament  This  young  lady  next  drew  up  a  short  appeal,  whicu 
•he  sent  to  her  school*ibllows  t  the  proposal  was  received  and  entered  upon 
wkh  ardour,  and  the  Testaments  were  given  away  as  &st  as  they  could  be 
procured.  A  degree  of  system  was  gradually  adopted ;  and  the  society  has 
at  different  times  received  presents  of  books  and  money.  The  largest 
amount  received  in  any  one  year  was  83t  At  first  the  sociefy  distributed 
Testaments  only ;  but  of  late  it  has  confined  its  distribution  to  Bibles;  and 
these,  as  much  as  possible,  of  the  largest  sise.  The  Committee  consists  of 
foinr  of  the  members,  who  meet  every  fiurtnight-** 

Although  an  Auxiliary  Society^  and,  more  recently,  a  Ladies* 
Association,  have  been  established  at  Sheffield,  this  Utde 
society  continues  its  operations  independent  of  both,  paying 
over  its  funds  to  tiie  former,  and  drawing  baek  the  fufi 
amount  in  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  cost-prices.  The  total 
number  of  copies  distributed,  durinff  the  sixteen  years  of  its 
existence,  exceeds  two  thousand  Jive  hundred. 

This  Society,  it  will  be  perceived,  expends  the  whole  of  its 
funds  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  gratuitous 
dbtribution ; — a  system  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
inexpedient^  and  the  evils  of  which  can  be  counteracted  only^ 
by  the  greatest  caution  and  judgment  in  tiie  selection  of  the 
recipients. 

*  The  name  of  this  young  lady  was  Catherine  Elliott.     She  if   now  the 
^estimable  mother  of  a  family;  but  her  zeal  for  the  interests  of  the  Sodety,  which 
■he  founded,  is  unahated,  and  ihe  f  till  acti  as  iu  Treasurer. 
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Holbarn  Sundaj  SchooL — Surrey-Chapel  AssocUtion. 

2.  From  no  class  of  the  community  has  the  Bible  Society 
received  more  constant,  and>  in.  proportion  to  their  means, 
liberal  support,  than  from  the  teachers  and  children  of  Sunday 
Schools.  The  first  contribution  from  this  source  was  made, 
in  the  year  1808,  by  the  Holborn  Sunday  School;  and  the 
aggregate  amount  remitted  by  that  institution,  to  the  close  bf 
the  year  1819,  is  28gZ.  75.  6d.  The  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  explains  the  mode  of  contribution:— 

5'  Each  tocher  subscribes  one  penny  per  week ;  and  those  children  irho 
wish  it  give  one  halifpenny  per  week :  and  we  have  the  gratification  to  see 
^veral  of  the  old  scholars,  who  have  been  honourably  dismissed  the  school, 
cheerfully  petitioning  to  add  their  little  mite  weekly  to  the  common  stock. 
May  the  Divine  Author  of  the  Bible  continue  to  pxx>sper  the  efforts  of  your  - 
truly  honourable  Society,  tiU  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe  shall  possess  the 
precious  Word  of  God,  and,  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  savingly 
understand  it." 

3.  In  the  summeir  of  1812,  the  first  Juvenile  Association  on 
a  regular  and  systematic  plan  was  established,  luider  the 
designation  of  tlie  Surrey-Chafel  Bible  Association,  and 
composed  principally  of  the  children  and  teachers  of  twehre 
of  the  schools  in  connexion  with  the  South  wark  Sunday-School 
Society,  comprising  about  three  thousand  scholars.  In  re« 
ference  to  this  subject,  the  author  feels  a  melancholy  pleasure 
in  recording  the  name  of  his  lamented  friend  Mr.  ((snjamin 
Nbale,  to  whose  judgment,  energy,  and  perseverance,  the 
institution  of  this  extraordinary  Association  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  ascribed*.  He  watched  over  its  progress  with 
parental  anxiety ;  and  to  the  close  of  his  active  and  valuable 
life  it  continued  to  be  an  object  near  his  heart  Of  the  su<s 
cess  which  has  attended  this  Association,  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  aggregate  results,  to  April  1820,  will  be  a  satis«> 
factory  evidence : — 

Total  number  of  Contributors  and  Subscribers,  about .  .  •    12,000 
Ditto        of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed    .  .      9^316 

Total  amount  remitted  to  the  Southwark  Auxiliary  Bible-i  ^  oim: 
Society    .    • }i^.Zil5 

4.  In  the  year  1809,  the  young  ladies  of  Miss  Teulon*s 
School  at  Hackney  made  their  first  remittance  to  the  Parent 
Society,  and  have  steadily  continued  their  generous  aid  in 
every  succeeding  year.  The  average  number  of  contributors 
is  about  twenty-five ;  and  the  total  amount  contributed  to  the 
present  time  is  108^  for  which  no  return  is  required. 

8.  Amongst  the  earliest  efforts  of  this  description,  those  of 
.a  young  lady  at  Colchester  deserve  particular  notice.  On 
the  ist  of  January  181?,  she  commenced  a  Juvenile  l^iMe. 
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Colchester. — Association  at  Mr.  £lweU*8  School,  Hammersinitlu 

Association^  consisting  of  Jifty  younff  persons,  chiefly  under 
ten  years  of  age,  by  whose  united  subscriptions  she  was 
enabled,  before  the  close  of  that  year,  to  present  a  donation 
of  11/.  I2s.  &/•  to  the  Auxiliary  Society.  Under  the  prudent 
and  persevering  direction  of  the  same  benevolent  individual^ 
this  little  society  continues  its  laudable  exertions ;  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  its  contributions  in  the  seven  years,  end* 
ing  November  1820,  exceeds  niTiety  pounds^  for  which  no 
return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  has  been  required.  Several 
School  Associations  have  been  subsequently  established  in 
connexion  with  the  same  Auxiliary  Society,  which  are  thus 
noticed  in  their  Tenth  Annual  Report  :«— 

^  From  one  of  these  it  appears  the  sum  of  SU  \?^.Ad'  has  heen  receiTed  | 
from  another,  organized  with  a  president,  treasurer,  secretary,  and  nine 
coUectors,  the  sum  of  10/.  1S<.  $  from  another,  the  sum  of  1/.  At,  8</.  a  con« 
tribution  equally  honourable  to  the  parties  who  made  it ;  and  from  two 
sc)iools  of  poor  girls  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  II.;  making  together  S9/.  15t. 
—In  addition  to  these  sums,  your  Committee  have  to  state  the  receipt  of  3li 
from  an  Association  among  the  young  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Robertson^s  esta- 
blishment ;  and  of  5/.  from  one  among  those  of  Mr.  Seaman^s ;  and  from  the 
children  of  the  Lancasterian  Sunday  School  a  free  contribution  of  17<.  \OJU 

in  addition  to  their  purchase  of  Bibles These  may  be  regarded 

only  as  parts  of  the  sums  actually  contributed  by  our  youth,  many  ammiff 
them  being  subscribers  to  the  coUeetors  of  districts  in  Uie  Ladles*  Associa- 
tion ;  and  it  is  also  pleasing  to  observe,  that  many  of  those  who  have  assisted 
your  object  have  given  a  conaid^xable  assistance  to  other  institutiona  cfa  ' 
relij^QUs  nature.** 

6.  In  February  1813,  a  Juvenile  Bible  Association  was 
established  among  the  young  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Elwell's 
School  at  Hammersmith;  whidi  has  been  conducted  with  such 
exemplary  attention  to  system,  and  characterized  hy  such  a 
degree  of  perseverance,  as  entitle  it  to  particular  notice.  As 
the  members  of  this  little  society  attribute  much  of  their  sue* 
cess  to  the  practical  application  of  their  Vlllth,  IXth,  and 
Xth  Rules,  no  apology  can  be  requisite  for  introducing  die 
entire  Code  of  Reguhtions. 

Laws  and  BxouLATioirs  iff  the  Jstoeiaimu 

I.  That  this  Association  be  denominated,  ^*  A  Juvenile  BniLC  Assoei^. 
Tlox,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Funds  of  the  Kensington,  Chelsoi, 
Fulham,  and  Hammersmith  Autiliary  Bible  Society,  by  Annual  Donations.'* 

II.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members,  includ- 
ing a  chairman,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  a  collector ;  which  shall  meet 
eveiy  Wednesday  ;  when  the  treasurer  and  collector  shall  give  an  account  of 
aubscriptipns  received  that  day,  and  donations  received  duhng  the  preceding  . 
week. 

III.  That  no  buaineaa  be  transacted,  unless  five  of  the  committee  be 
present. 
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lY.  That  all  sorts  of  conversation,  or  bdiaviour,  irrelevant  to  the  bunneis 
before  the  committeei  from  the  time  that  order  is  called  till  the  time 
that  the  meeting  is  actually  a^oumed,  be  considered  disorder,  and,  as  such, 
punished  by  a  fine  of  twopence,  to  be  added  to  the  fiinds  of  the  Association. 

V.  That  all  Resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  be  dgned  b/  the   • 
chairman. 

VI.  That  a  new  committee,  chairman,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  collector, 
be  appointed  at  the  commencement  of  every  half-year. ' 

VII.  That,  at  the  commencement  of  each  half-year,  the  chairman  make 
inquiry  whether  any  evidence  of  improper  conduct  can  be  substantiated . . 
agiujdst  any  member  of  the  conunittee ;  and  that  if  np  such  proofs  are  ad« 
duced,  each  member  of  the  former  committee  may  resume  his  seat  in  the 
new  one ; — all  vacancies  being  filled  up  by  eiection. 

VIII.  That  if  any  knember  of  the  Association  give  a  donation  of  two 
guineas,  or  separate  donations  to  that  amount,  at  or  after  his  departure  fimn  • 
the  school,  he  shall  become  a  Vice-Patron. 

IX.  That  those  members  who,  at  tiieir  departure  firom  the  school,  give  a 
donation  of  one  guinea,  shall  be  conndered  Members  for  Life. 

X.  That  three  deputy  collectors  be  elected  quarterly,  who  shall  receive 
the  weekly  sub3driptions  and  donations;  and  that  no  person  be  chosen 
a  member  of  the  conunittee  wl^o  has  not  previously  passed  through  the 
office  of  deputy  collector  for  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

'XI.  That  the  committee  be  regular  in  their  attendance  on.  the  appointed 
day ;  and  that  no  member  of  it  be  absent  more  than  once,  (unless  some  su£>  * 
fident  reason  for  his  non<«ttendanoe  can  be  *«"g"^  to  the  chainnan,)  on 
pain  of  vacating  his  seat.  ' 

Xn.  That  when  the  votes  are  equal,  the  chainnan  may  give  a  casting  or 
deciding  vote  i  and  shall  have  tl^e  power  of  calling  a  spedid  meeting  of  the  [ 
committee  when  he  thinks  proper. 

Xin.  That  no  sort  of  canvasong  or  bribery  be  allowed  at  the  election  of 
new  committees,  or  officers  of  the  AssocAatiwi,  or  at  the  proposing  of  Reso«  ' 
lutions. 

XIV.  That  no  member  be  permitted  to  borrowmoney  out  of  the  ftmds  of  ^ 
the  Association. 

XV.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  members  *of  the  Association  be  held 
twice  every  year,  at  such  times  as  the  committee  shall  think  fit  to  appoint. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  this  Associar 
tion,  for  1819:— 

^  Betides  the  advantage  immediately  derived  from  your  subscriptions  and . 
donations,  your  example  brings  with  it  one  still  .greater.    It  will,  doubtless,  ^ 
flive  you  great  pleasure  to  hear,  that  one  of  your  former  members,  whose  zeal 
in  this  cause  has  often  been  witnessed,  has  lately  established  a  Juvenile 
Bible  Association  in  a  school  near  Portsmouth,  and'  adopted  the  rules  of 
your  association.    Your  Conunittee  earnestly  exhort  other  members  to  follow  , 
thb  example ;   hoping  that,  by  this  means,  associations  on  a  similar  plan 
may  be  formed,  and  thus  a  greater  number  of  youthful  advocates  may  arise 
to  succeed  those  who  are  now  the  great  supporters  of  the  Bible  Society. 
Your  Conunittee  feel  happy  in  the  consideration  that  it  is  not  a  fleeting  ^ 
impulse  of  youthful  ardour  which  has  excited  you  to  undertake  the  support ' 
of  so  great  a  cause,  but  a  steady  determination,  arising  from  feelings  of  love 
to  mankind  and  gratitude  to  God,  which  has  influenced  your  exertions,  and 
directed  your  operations.** 
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Results  of  this  Association. — Leaf-Square.  School — Edinburgh  Association.  ' 

The  average  number  of  contributors  is  thirty-six  ;  and  the 
total  amount  already  remitted  for  the  general  object  of  the . 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  is  2SIL  Ss.  7|d 

In  reference  to  this  Association,  and  to  a  kindred  institution' 
in  the  same  district,  the  Committee  of  the  Kensington  Auxi- 
liary Society,  in  their  Third  Annual  Report,  observe  : — 

/^  The  young  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Standen^s  Academy  (Hammersmith)  have 
continued  to  present  their  yearly  donation  of  fourteen  guineas  :  while  those, 
in  connexion  with  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Elwell,  of  the  same  place,  hare, 
raised  their  former  subscription  of  twenty  guineas  to  twenty-flye«  and  have^ 
given  fire  guineas,  in  addition,  to  the  Hammersmith  Association.  Let  those 
attend  to  this  fact,  who  thought  that  the  continuance  of  juvenUe-ardour  waa 
not  to  be  expected,  and  that  the  hopes  expressed  of  this  nature  were  sanguine 
and  unwarranted.  For  themselves,  the  Committee  still  entertain  the  same 
hopes ;  and  from  no  quarter  do  they  less  apprehend  disappointment  than  from 
the  young.** 

At  Yorkf  Bradford,  Exeter,  Manchester,  Kin^ston'On-ThameSi 
and  a  few  other  places^  similar  Associations  tiave  been  subse-1 

ntly  formed.  ,Of  these,  the  Juvenile  Association  of  the, 
-Square  Academy,  near  Manchester,  merits  particular 
notice,  m  consequence  of  the  zeal  and  judgment  that  have 
characterized  its  proceedings.  It  was  established  in  the  year 
1^14:  the  average  number  of  contributors  is  about  forty;  and 
the  amount,  collected  to  April  18S0,  is  117/.  ll^.  Sd. 

7.  As  there  is  no  country  upon  earth  which  is  more  in- 
debted t6  education  and  the  Bible  than  Scotland— elevated  > 
as  she  has  been  in  the  scale  of  nations  through  their  instru- 
mentality— so  there  is  none  that  has  more  strikingly  evinced 
its  gratitude,  by  promoting  the  extension  of  the  one,  and  the  • 
circulation  of  the  other.    In  the  formation  of  Juvenile  Bible  ^ 
Associations,  her  youth  exhibited  an  early  example,  and 
have  continued  with  steady  perseverance  their  liberal  aid.. 
The  first  institution  of  this  kind  in  Scotland  appears  to  have  [ 
been  that  of  the  Edinburgh  Juvenile  Society,  established  in . 
the  spring  of  1813,  the  origin  of  which  is  thus  described  in 
the  fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Society :— - 

^  A  few  young  pexaona  connected  with  a  Sabbath  Sdiool  voluntaxily . 
began  with  contributing  the  small  sum  of  a  halfjpenny  per  week  on  account . 
of  the  Bible  Society  :  their  numbers  gradually  increased,  until  some  grown- 
up persons  considered  it  their  duty  to  encourage  their  efforts,  and  agreed 
to  form  them  into  a  society,  and  to  assist  in  the  management  of  their  con- 
cerns. It  appeared  to  them,  that,  by  an  Association  pf  this  kind,  besides 
the  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  Bible  Society,  an  impression  peculiariy 
iSivourable  might  be  made  on  the  minds  of  the  young  persons  themselves* 
While  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  who  become  members  will  do  so  under 
the  influence  of  serious  feeling,  it  is  at  least  likely  that  thia  Society  wilt) 
ooatain  none  openly  wicked  and  profiuiei    By  the  frequent  inteicoune  of  , 
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Glaagow,  &c  Aasociatiotis. — Savings  from  in&ncj. 
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•uch  oompantiTelj  well-dispos^  youths,  will  the  danger  arising  from  bad 
anociates  be  diminished,  the  influence  of  religious  example  be  generally 
diffused,  and  the  attention  of  all  be  habitually  drawn  to  the  good  ways  of 
tbe  JUird.  While  engaged  in  proTiding  Bibles  for  others,  may  the  God  of 
aU  grace  make  them  anxious  to  read  and  understand  their  own ;  and  while 
assisting  in  the  glorious  work  of  making  others  wise  unto  salvation,  may 
oach  of  them  be  made  wise  for  himself!** 

The  aggregate  amounts  derired  to  the  funds  of  the  £im- 
hurgh  aiia  Glasgow  Societies^  from  this  source,  to  the  year  * 
1819,  are, 

Edinburgh^  from  seven  Javenile  Associations  .    £^5i6  •    1.0 
Glasgow,  from  six     .     •     .   ditto       .     .    .     •  £.  267  .  19  .  0 

By  similar  Associations  at  Aberdeen^  Greenock^  Pauley,  &c. 
a  proportional  degree  of  zeal  and  liberality  has  been  mani- 
fested ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  in  many  other  parts  of 
Great  Britain  combined  indications  of  the  interest  felt  by  the 
young  in  this  work  of  mercy,  have  been  discovered,  although 
the  particulars  have  not  been  made  public.  The  following  is 
selected  from  among  numerous  evidences  of  ah  individual 
desire  to  contribute  towards  an  object  which  even  children 
can  understand  and  appreciate.  After  an  interesting  meet- 
ing in  the  North  of  England,  a  paper  was  handed  to  the 
author,  of  which  the  following  is  a  transcript : — 

^  A  young  peraon  was  at  the  meeting  last  night,  whose  exertions  in  aid 
of  the  Bible  Society  began  at  perhaps  an  earlier  period  than  most  in  the 
room :  and  as  I  feel  confident  that  the  circumstance  excites  in  her  mind  no 
feeling  but  that  of  gratitude  to  God,  and  to  her  excellent  parents,  I  will 
mention  the  fiurt  to  you,  in  the  hope  of  its  furnishing  a  hint  for  usefulness  to 
others.  In  her  days  of  infimcy,  when  a  penny  was  given  to  her  for  learning 
a  hymn,  it  was,  at  her  mother*s  suggestion,  deposited  in  a  little  box  till  it 
bad  five  companions  ;  they  were  then  exchanged  for  a  silver  sixpence.  A 
•hilling,  by  the  same  process,  soon  occupied  its  place,  or  became  united  to  it 
at  once,  by  a  chapter  being  committed  to  memory.  Whenever  ten  shillings 
could  be  counted,  they  were  placed  by  the  child  in  the  hand  of  her 
aflbctionate  &ther,  who  returned  to  his  pleased  little-one  a  promissoiy  note 
fox  the  ten  shillings  with  interest,  in  due  form.  On  the  establishment  of  the 
Bible  Society  here,  the  several  notes  were  produced,  and  the  accumulated 
fUnd  was  called  in : — it  amounted  to  ten  guineas,  which  were  with  un- 
fpeakable  pleasure  committed  to  its  better  bank,  as  ^Savingtfnm  Infimcff^ 
•ad  inserted  as  such  in  the  first  Annual  B^port  of  the  Auxiliary  Sodet  j." 


SECTION  II. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS, 

In  preparing  the  following  regulations,  the  author  has  en- 
deayoured  to  render  them  as  simple  as  possible ;  and  suoh 
olMerrations  are  subjoined  as  appeal^  necessary  to  malw 
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Bules  for  Juvenile  Bible  Aasociatioiifl.— Obaertatioiu. 


the  plan  perfectly  intelligible  to  those  for  whose  use  they  are 


I*  Bujtss  recommended  fir  €uhptvm  hjf  Jvykxils  Bibus  AsiociATiova. 
L  That  an  Anociation  be  now  formed  in  connexion  with  the  - 


Attziliarj  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society  (or  ■  BibU  Jeteeiotien)^  to  b^ 

denominated  ^  The Juvenile  Bible  Association,  for  the  purpose  of 

contributing  towards  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  without  note 
or  comment,  throughout  the  world.'* 

IL  That  each  Member  of  this  Association  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penny  a^wedc ;  and  that  every  person  presenting  a  donation  of  one  guinea,  or 
upwMfdn,  either  at  one  time  or  within  a  yeax^  shiail  be  a  member  for  life. 

III.  That  the  business  of  this  Association  be  conducted  by  a  treasurer, 
Mipret^ry,  and  a  cpmmittee,  consisting  of  aU  the  members  who  collect  six- 
pence  or  upwards  per  week :  the  treasurer  and  secretaiy  to  be  chosen 
annually,  and  to  be  eli^ble  for  re-election. 

IV.  That  the  committee  meet  on  the  — — — —  day  of  every  month,  at 
*-  o'deek  precisely,  and  that  the  bxisiness  conunence  as  soon  as  fivs 
members  a*e  present 

y.  That  cash  collector  be  furnished  by  the  secretary  with  a  coUectingu 
book,  numbered  according  to  the  order  of  appointment,  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  the  names  of  contributors  and  Bible  subscribers;  and  that  the 
amount  received  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  at  every  committee 


YI.  That  if  any  member  of  this  Associalion  wishes  to  subscribe  fbra'Bible 
or  Testanient  tar  his  (or  her)  own  use,  or  for  the  supply  of  any  poor  child  or 
person  unable  to  subscribe,  such  subscription  shiJl  be  received,  and  the 
Bible  or  Testament  be  delivered  when  the  cost-price  has  been  paid. 

VII.  That  the  whole  of  the  contributions^  after  deducting  incidental 
expenses,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  quarterly,  to  the  committee  of  the 

■  ■    "■    Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  BiUe  Society  (or Bible  >ieaeciaiun\ 

to  be  ai^lied,  after  paying  for  any  Bibles  and  Testaments  which  have  beea 
xeceiv^  to. the  general  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

VIII.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  shaU  be  held  annuaD/, 
when  the  treasurer's  account,  as  audited  by  the  committee,  shall  be  pre* 
sented,  the  proceedings  of  the  last  year  reported,  and  a  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary appointed.    A  copy  of  the  Beport  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  the 

■  »■    'I  Auxiliary  (or  Branch).  Society  (or  — *—  Bible  jietecUUien), 

IX.  That  JnB,  be  treasurer,  and  C.  />.  secretary  for  the  year  ensuing. 

X.  That  a  copy  of  these  Bules,  signed  by  the  treasurer  and  secretary,  be 

tnmsmitted  to  the  committee  of  the Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 

(or Bible  jittociation);   and  that  they  be  respectfully  requested  to 

Aimish  the  Association  with  their  Annual  Beports,  and  with  five  oojdes  of 
the  ^  Extracts  of  Correspondence,'*  monthly. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Ist  Rule.— If  the  society  be  established  in  a  school,  it  may  be 
denominated  **  The  Bible  Association  of  Mr.  (Mrs.  or  Miss — -'s) 
School." 

8d  Rule. — ^In  School  Asspciations,  the  privOege  of  being  Itfe- 
members  may  be  extended  to  those  subscribers  who  leave  the- 
school^  but  idio  still  manifest  an  interest  in  the  cause. 
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Oboenradoos  on  the  Rules  and  Regulalioai^ 


3d  Rule. -> Hie    tbeasurbr   of  a  School  AssociatioB  should 
always  be  one  of  the  principals  or  teachers  of  the  seminary.     The  - 
SECRETARY  should  be  one  of  the  scholars;  and  in  this  appointment, 
the  master  (Or  mistress)  should  be  consulted : — temper  and  character, 
asuweli  asvability,  should  distinguish  the  individuu  selected^ 

4th  Rule. — The  day  and  hour  of  the  committee-meeting  should 
be  such  as  do  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  members,  who 
should  endeavour  to  meet  punctually^  and  to  give  their  undivided  , 
attention  to  the  business*    At  every  committee-meeting,  the  trea* 
surer  presides  to  preserve  order.    When  the  secretary  calls  for  the 
Reports^  the  collectors,  beginning  with  No.  1.,  present  their  hooka  "- 
(see  Specimen),  and  pay  over  the  money  to  the  treasurer,  while  the 
secretary  examines  the  additions  in  the  book.    When  all  have  been 
presented,  the  secretary  reports  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  total 
sum  received.     The  treasured  then  reports  any  payment  made  to  ' 
the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  (or  Association)  since  the  last  . 
meeting ;  after  which,   any  claims  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  are 
received,   and  the  stock  in   hand   (if  any)   is   reported  by  the 
secretary. 

5th  Rule. — In  School  Associations,   the  collectors  should  be 
approved  by  the  master  (or  mistress)  before  they  are  furnished  with  , 
books :  and  in  all  juveniie  societies,  they  should  be  sdected  with 
caution.    The  entry  of  every  sum  should  be  Biade  at  the  time  it  is  ■« 
received,  and  the  collecting  book  be  neatly  and  correctly  kept. 

6th  Rule. — In  Sunday  Schools,  and  other  Associations  of  poor 
children,  the  rate  at  which  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  delivered  . 
may  be  fixed  by  the  committee.  In  many  instances  it  may  be  de* 
sirable  to  deliver  them  when  half  the  cost^price  has  been  paid,  and 
in  some  few  cases  gratuitously ;  bat  this  should  be  done  only  after 
strict  personal  investigation. 

'  7th  Rule. — The  treasurer  should  receive  an  acknowledgment  for 
all  payments  to  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society,  and  submit  it  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee :  a^d  the  secretary  should  * 
present  the  account  of  any  Bibles  and  Testaments  receiyed. 

8ch  Rule. — In  School  Associations,  the  Annual  Meeting  may  be 
advantageously  held  immediately  before  the  vacation.  The  child- 
ren should  be  allowed  to  take  home  their  books,  (which  should  be 
carefully  preserved  and  returned^)  and  any  papers  relative  to  the  • 
society ;  by  which  means  an  interest  in  the  object  may  be  mate- 
rially promoted  and  extended. 

lOth  Rule. — The  '*  Extracts  of  Correspondence"  should  circu- 
late among  the  members,  and  be  lent  to  their  friends  and  acquaint-^ 
ance*  Nothing  is  more  likely  to  confirm  their  attachment  to  the 
society,  than  liie  perusal  of  these  important  and  interesting  docu-  ' 
meats.  The  number  requiired  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
Association. 
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Collecting  Book.— Minute  Book. — Proceedings  at  a  Committee  Meeting. 

SECTION  III. 

MODE  OF  KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS. 


*m*  Jin  all  iJke  Specimmt  rtf erred  ie  or  contained  in  this  SecHen^  the  entriee 
^  JMici  are  to  he  considered  a»  Manuecript* 

The  fonowing  Books  are  recommended  for  Juvenile  Bible 
Associations :  

1.   THE  COLLECTING  BOOK. 

As  this  booky  with  which  every  Collector  is  furnished  by 
the  Secretary,  is  precisely  similar  to  the  Specimen  No.  2  of 
the  *^  Collecting  Book"  used  in  Ladies*  Bible  Associations, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  Chap.  VII. 
Section  Y .,  where  every  requisite  information  will  be  obtained. 

SL   MINUTE  BOOK. 

This  is  a  thin  quarto  book,  and  is  kept  by  the  Secretary. 
The  names  of  the  Committee  should  be  inserted  on  the  first 
page,  with  blanks  op])osite  to  esu^h  notifying  their  attendance, 
as  described  in  the  Specimen  of  the  "  Fair  Minute  Book/* 
Chap.  IL  Section  V.  The  Rules  of  the  Association  should 
next  be  inserted ;  and  then  the  Minutes  of  every  Committee 
Meeting  in  succession.  The  following  .  Specimen  of  the 
Minutes  of  a  Committee  Meeting  will  sufficiently  illustrate 
this  part  of  the  subject:— 

At  the  Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  hdd  on  the  13th  of  April  ISSOi 

PUEtBVT  t 

Mn.  i^jB.  in  the  Chair, 
and  tiioBe  Ladies  who  are  marked  as  present  In  the  list 

56.*  The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed, 

the  Treasurer  reported  that  she  had  paid  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the -* 

Auxiliary  Society,  since  the  last  meeting,  the  sum  of  82.  10».,  for  which 
an  acknowledgment  was  now  produced,  and  marked  No.  3  by  tl^  Secretary. 
Also,  that  the  total  amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  Sodety  since  the  esta- 
blishment was  Slil  15«. 

57*  The  Secretary  reported,  that  she  had  received  from  the  Depositary  of 
the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  since  the  last  meeting,  two  Brevier  and  three 
.Nonpareil  Bibles,  and  three  Pica  and  two  Pocket  Testaments,  amounting  to 
3/.  5#. ;  and  that  the  total  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  from 
the  Auxiliary  Society  since  the  astaUishment  is  4^  7<*  1 0dL 

*  Jf  the  Minutes.be  numbered  progressiTely  throughout  the  book*  it  will  save 
coosiderablc  time  and  trouble  in  referring  to  any  particuhir  mbieei.     The  first 
I  of  the  Seventh  Committee  Meeting  will  thus  be  numbered^  «  00." 
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Spedmen  of  Proceedings  at  a  Committee  Meeting. 

'  58.    The  Reports  having  been  called  for  from  the  Collectors,  the  fbUow* 
ing  sums  were  paid  in  :— 


8.  ...  6 

3.  ...  11 

4.  ...  ^ 

5.  ...  7 
o«  ...  o 
7.  .M  13 
8.^  ..  16 
9*  «.  11 

10.  ...  9 

11.  ...  SI 
13.  ...  10 
IS.  ...  14 


mhMk  said  sum  of  6h  16s.  Stf.  was  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

59.  The  following  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures  were  delivered :  viz.  To  the 
Collector  No.  4,  a  Nonpareil  Bible,  for  the  supply  of  Mary  Smith,  a  little 
girl  of  ten  yean  of  age,  who  has  paid  up  the  cost-price.  This  interestinif 
c)uld.had  been  long  very  anxious  for  a  Bible;  but  her  parents,  who  are  honest 
1l>ut  extremely  poor  cottagers,  were  unable  to  afford  the  money.  Maxy  often 
brought  the  Collector  sixpence  at  a  time,  and  once  brought  a  shilling.  On 
being  asked  how  she  had  obtained  so  much,  it  appeared  that  she  rose  every 
morning  by"ftv»  o^dodc,  in  order  to  collect  violets  and  ether  early  spring 
flowers,  which  she  made  up  in  bunches  and  sold  in  the  market.  This  waa 
her  own  spontaneous  act,  suggested  by  her  earnest  desire  to  obtain  a  BiUe^ 
which  will  be  doubly  valuable  as  the  reward  of  her  early  industry. 

To  the  Collector  No.  7)  a  Fica  Testament  for  the  supply  of  John  Simpsoii} 
a  little  orphan  boy,  who  has  paid  up  more  than  half  the  cost-price.  He 
earned  the  money  by  going  on  errands ;  he  is  supported  by  the  parish ;  and 
the  Collector  has  very  properly  refused  to  take  more  from  him,  as  he  now 
wishes  to  lay  by  all  his  little  savings  to  buy  clothes.  To  the  Collector 
Ka  13,  a  Brevier  Testament  for  Jane  Williams,  a  servant  in  the  fiunily, 
who  has  been  taught  to  read  by  the  Collector,  and  cheerfrdly  pays  the  ooti* 
ptioe.— Adjourned.  _«__ 

3.  treasurer's  book. 
This  book  may  be  of  the  same  size  as  the  Collecting  Book» 
but  should  be  ruled  according  to  the  following  Spedmen. 
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Specimen  of  the  Treasurer's  Book. 


Jt  win  be  perceived  that  the  account  is  balanced  quarteilyt 
pursuant  to  the  Vllth  JElule.  ^  The  1>^  side  occupies  oM 
page ;  and  the  C^  side  that  which  is  opposite. 


SPECIMEN. 
D'.     the  Treasurer  of  the  Juvenile  Bible  Association.      C^. 
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SECTION  IV» 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

1.  The  preceding  details  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
importance  of  Juvenile  Associations,  as  auxiliary  to  the  Britbh 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  But  in  estimating  their  value,  we 
may  take  still  higher  ground,  and  contemplate  their  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation.  If  it  be  desirable  thi^ 
the  benevolent  principle  should  unfold  itself  at  an  early  aae ; 
that  the  practical  tendency  of  Christianity  should  be  im- 
pressed on  the  hearts,  and  illustrated  by  the  conduct,  of  the 
young  ;  and  that  an  attachment  to  die  Sacred  Volume^ 
and  a  reverence  of  its  Divine  Author,  should  be  cultivated 
and  encouraged  in  the  bosom  of  infancy;  it  requires  but 
little  argument  to  convince  every  unprejudiced  ndndi  that  die 
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Anticipated  effects  in  the  fonnation  of  character. 

■''         «  

•geheral  establishment  of  these  institutions  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  benefit ;  since  it  is  impossible  to  ima)- 
gine  a  measure- better  calculated  to  produce  and  extend  these 
effects.  Excluding  all  selfish  considerations,  it  is  a  design  of 
pure  and  unmi  jced  charity  in  its  best  and  widest  range.  The 
child  who  sacrifices  some  little  personal  indulgence  in  order 
to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  will  be  incited  to  read 

'  that  Bible  with  increased  diligence,  and  to  ponder  on  its  con- 
tents with  greater  attention.  The  very  sacrifice  will  induce 
an  examination  of  its  object  The  state  of  distant  nations 
'Will  become  a  subject  of  interest ;  and  the  privileges  and 
blessings  of  our  own  be  more  justly  appreciated.  Nor  is  it 
an  extravagant  hope,  that  a  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Source 
of  all  Good  may  be  thus  implanted  in  the  youthful  mind^ 

— may 

^  Grow  with  its  growth,  and  strengthen  with  its  strength  ;** 
and  produce,  in  future  days,  the  rich  finiit  of  active  piety  and 
heartfelt  peace. 

2.  When  Juvenile  Bible  Associations  lure  establishes!  in 
towns  or  villages,  they  sh9uld  be  frequently  visited  by  one 
t>r  more  judicious  members  of  the  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Com- 
mittee. When  they  are  instituted  in  schools,  they  should  be 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  heads  of  the  seminary. 
Many  young  persons  are  supplied  with  pocket-money  to  an 
extent  that  frequently  proves  injurious;  but  it  has  been 
found,  that  the  early  habit  of  appropriating  some  portion  of 
it  to  charitable  purposes  has  counteracted  this  effect,  tad 
tended  In  lio  inconsiderable  degree  to  form  the  future  cha- 
racter on  the  basis  of  Christian  benevolence. 

8.  Example  has  an  immediate  and  powerful  influence  on 
the  young ;  -and  happy  would  it  be  for  our  country  and  the 
world,  were  it  attractive  only  when  exhibited  on  tne  side  of 
^benevolence  and  virtue !  The  generous  ardour  of  our  British 
youth  in  this  work  of  mercy  excited,  at  an  early  period,  a 
Idndred  feeling  among  their  coevals  on  the  American  con- 
tinent, the  first  manifestations  of  which  are  thus  described  in 
the  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  for  1813:— 

^  It  will  be  interesting  to  the  Sodety  to  receive  an  account  of  a  contrl- 
T>ution  to  their  fUnds,  which,  though  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  one  dollar 
And  eightj-finir  cents,  (rather  more  than  six  shillings),  merits  special  com- 
jnendation.  It  is  the  gift  of  a  little  girl;  and  was  accompanied  bj  the 
foUowinff  letter  from  a  respectable  merclunt  of  this  citj : — VThe  donor  iS 
this  8in2l  sum  is  a  dear  little  female,  about  six  jears  oldi  She  reads 
the  Scriptures  daily,  and  never  omits  morning  and  evening  prayen. 
8om«  time  last  iUl,  she  read,  or  hear^  read,  an  Address  of  tht  Sodefy 
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on  the  importance  Of  distributing  the  Biblfr  Her  little  heart  i 
immediately  im|»e0Kd  with  the  duty  of  saving  her  cents,  to  buy  Bibles  finr 
the  Itubam.  £ver  since  that  period  she  has  not  spent  one  fiurthing  of  what 
her  parents  gave  her  as  her  aocust(Nned  weddj  aUowanoe.  Her  reaidenoe 
is  in  the  country.  During  the  last  week  she  paid  my  fiimily  a  visit,  and 
brought .  the  box  with  her  treasure  in  her  hands.  My  children  took  her 
aereral  times  to  town ;  and,  in  order  to  try  her,  shewed  her  every  thing 
the  shops  or  fruit-stalls  atforded,  and  asked  her  repeatedly  whether  she 
would  not  lay  out  her  money  for  some  of  the  artidea  which  she  saw.  Her 
answer  was,  uniformly,  that  she  would  like  to  have  many  things  she  saw  t 
but  she  would  not  spend  the  ;noney  that  was  to  buy  Biblei  lor  the  Indiana: 
I  requested  her  to  take  the  money  home :  she  seemed  affected,  and  thought 
I  did  not  like  the  trouble  of  disposing  of  it**-How  easily  can  God  touch  the 
heart,  and  multiply  streams  of  liberality  to  replenish  our  ftmdsl  When 
He  gives  the  woid,  even  children  shall  hasten  with  their  little  offerings  to 
his  idtar;  and,  bv  their  jseal,  chide  the  aluggiabneas  of  age  in  the  diachaige 
of  an  important  duty.*' 

After  announcinff  the  receipt  of  one  hundred  doDars  from 
a  society  recently  formed  in  Princeton  Collegei  New  Jenej, 
and  designated  <'  The  Bible  Society  of  Nassau  HaO.**  the 
report  states— 

^  The  manner  in  which  this  last  society  originated  deserves  to  be  related! 
It  sffbrds  a  pleannff  instance  of  good  educed  out  of  evil,  by  the  superin^ 
tending  influence  of  a  wise  and  holy  Providence.  The  establishment  of  this 
society  waa  the  result  of  a  gross  indignity  (^ered  to  the  Bible,  and  was 
intended  by  the  students  aa  an  expression  of  their  abhorrence  of  the  crimen 
They  have  associated  with  a  view  to  distribute  the  holy  scriptures  in  the 
American  army  and  navy ;  and  likewise  copies  in  their  original  languages 
to  suitable  persons  unable  to  buy  them.  Of  this  society  most  of  the  students 
in  that  College  are  membera.** 

In  their  address  to  the  public,  these  noble-minded  young 
men  observe,  **  that  a  desire  to  manifest  their  sense  of  the 
faifinite  value  of  revealed  truth,  and  the  high  esteem  they 
have  for  the  Bible  'which  contains  that  truth,  was  among  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  formation  of  their  society."  Well 
mi{^t  the  Committee  of  the  New* York  Bible  Society  remark 
on  this  occurrence, — '^  What  an  edifying  example  is  here  ex- 
hibited to  the  rising  generation,  when  they  who  are  to  con* 
stitute  the  hope  and  the  ornament  of  their  country,  thus 
glorify  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  every  perfect  gift  r 

At  New  York,  and  several  other  parts  of  tiie  United  States, 
Juvenile  Bible  Associations  have  been  established ;  and  at 
QuebeCf  a  similar^'institution  has  afforded  considerable  aid  to 
me  Auxiliary  Society  of  that  city. 

4.  Nor  is  it  in  the  Western  hemisphere  alone  that  this 
bright  example  has  been  followed.  Even  on  the  shores  of 
the  Black  Sea  and  of  the  Baltic,  and  among  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland,  the  generous  flame  has  been  undled. 

**  At  CMmjo,"  says  Dr.  Peterson,  **  the  boys  in  the  Lyceum  united 
among  themselves,  and  collected  130  rubles  for  the  Bible  Sodety  in  thai 
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tilaoe ;  and,  on  deUvering  the  contribution,  requested  that  thej  might  be 
alioired  to  form  an  Auxiliary  among  themaelvea,  and  that  some  of  the 
directors  might  have  a  seat  in  the  Committee,  that  they  might  be  regularly 
acquainted  with  the  progress  of  a  cause  in  which  they  take  so  deep  an  in- 
terest This  was  permitted ;  and  a  letter  was  ordered  to  be  written,  to 
encourage  them  to  persevere  in  the  good  cause  in  which  they  had  engaged*'* 

When  Dr.  Pinkerton  visited-  Odessa,  in  December  1819, 
he  attended  a  committee-meeting  of  this  Juvenile  Association  $ 
relative  to  which  he  observes, — 

^  I  was  peculiarly  pleased  to  observe  the  order  and  instructive  manner  in 
which  the  business  was  transacted.  The  Secretary,  a  fine-looking  boy  of 
about  nine  years  of  age,  read  the  Minutes  of  their  last  meeting,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  the  papers  which  had  been  received  since  that 
period.  The  Treasurer  then  laid  before  us  the  account  of  their  last  year*8 
subscriptionsu  "  A  petition  on  behalf  of  eight  poor  boys,  scholars  in  the 
Lyceum,  who  were  unable  to  purchase  Testaments  for  themselves,  was  next 
l«ad,  and  granted.  The  4980<^^^n  consists  of  eightp-four  members,  and  is 
under  the  special  direction  of  the  archimandrite  Theophilus,  principal  pre* 
ceptor  of  the  Lyceum." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  Juvenile  Associations  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  is  that  formed  at  Gothenburgh,  in  Prince 
Oscar's  School  for  Soldiers'  Children.  Its  establi^ment  was 
the  spontaneous  act  of  the  children  themselves,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  deep  impression  produced  in  their  minds  by 
tile  occasional  addresses  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Rahmn,  one  of  the 
Chaplains  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery.  In  his  Report 
he  observes,  that  he  interspersed  his  addresses  with  anecdotes 
of  children  who  loved  their  Bible  better  than  their  play.  The 
children  desired  his  countenance  and  help,  in  order  to  form 
themselves  into  a  Bible  Society ;  intending,  under  his  guid* 
ance,  to  distribute  Bibles  and  Testaments  gratis  among  the 
poor  people.  The  offer  was  received  by  him.with  deUght; 
and  rules  were  drawn  up  for  them  accordingly.  The  liepari 
fiirther  states,  th^t  twenty-eight  children  began  this  good 
work ;  that  it  speedily  increased  to  sixty ;  that  their  ministec^ 
Mr*  Rahmn,  is  their  President  and  Treasurer ;  and  their 
sub-schoolmaster,  the  Secretary ;  and  that  the  Committee  for 
the  time  being  consists  of  six  boys.  In  further  reference  to 
this  important  Juvenile  Society,  it  has  been  subsequently  re- 
ported, that  their  funds  employed  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  consisted,  on  the  28tfa  of  December  1815| 
of  138  rix-dollars,  the  number  of  subscribing  children  one 
hundred  and  six,  and  ninety-eight  adults ;  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  admission  of  the  latter,  the  Committee  now  con^ 
sisted  of  twelve  members,  six  children  and  six  adults. 

From  Zurick,  the  amiable  and  excellent  Mr.  Gesner  thus 
writes  :— 

^  Last  wedc  I  had  a  great  treat,  at  a  visit  which  I  paid  to  the  girls* 
tehool :  I  addressed  the  children  on  the  Bible  in  general,  and  then  stated 
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what  pains  were  taken  to  supply  the  poor  with  it.  In  England,  I  said,  even 
little  children,  like  you,  [the  school  consists  of  children  between  six  and  ten 
years,]  have  contributed  to  this  purpose ;  should  you  like  to  do  the  same  ? 
Joy  bri^tened  all  their  little  countenances  into  smiles ;  and,  at  the  next 
visit,  every  one  brought  me  her  Mttle  boon,  the  whole  of  which  amounted  to 
thirty.five  florins.*  Their  aunber  was  sixty ;  many  of  whom  must  have 
given  their  all." 

And  the  secretary  of  the  Frankfort  Bible  Society,  in  a  more 
recent  communication,  reports  as  follows : — 

^  Demrous  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  public,  especially  that  of  the 
more  respectable  and  opulent,  to  the  concerns  of  the  Bible  Society,  we  deter« 
mined  to  print  an  address,  and  to  distribute  it  firom  house  to  house.  No 
sooner  had  this  address  been  published,  than  its  good  e&cts  were  visiUe. 
A  copy  found  its  way  into  the  orphan-house,  and  one  of  the  teachers  gave  it 
to  an  orphan  boy  to  read  at  prayer.time  to  the  rest  of  the  children  in  the 
halL  As  soon  as  they  heard  of  what  had  been  done  for  the  cause  of  the  Bible 
by  poor  orphan  children  in  London,  they  exclaimed,  with  one  voice,  '  We 
must  follow  this  example  !*  and  immediately  a  little  Association  was  formed 
of  seventy  boys  and  thirty-eight  girls,  which  produced,  from  their  small  sav- 
ings, of  three  to  six  kreuteen,  a  owtribution  of  eighteen  florins,  and  twelve 
kreutzers."t 

While  it  is  delightful  to  behold  the  generous  zeal  thus 
manifested  by  the  pupils  of  the  Lyceum  at  Odessa,  the  sol-> 
diers*  children  of  Sweden,  the  little  school-girls  of  Zurich^ 
and  the  poor  orphans  of  Frankfort,  it  is  pecmiarly  gratifying 
to  find  that  the  example  has  extended  to  that  class  of  society 
which  should  ever  lead  the  van  in  the  march  of  Christian 
benevolence.  The  ardour  and  liberality  of  the  young  nobility 
of  Russia,  as  described  in  the  following  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  Moscow  Bible  Society,  may  well  incite 
their  British  cotemporaries  in  the  higher  walks  of  life  to  similar 
exertion: — 

''  A  number  of  noble  joutha  in  Mmcow  formed  themselves  into  an  Auxi- 
liarj  Bible  Association*  Thej  drew  up  a  set  of  regulations  for  themselves, 
signed  them,  and  commenced  raising  subscriptbns  to  promote  the  object  of 
their  Association.  In  a  veiy  short  time,  these  benevolent  youths  collected . 
a  very  considerable  sum  (9000  roubleft,  as  their  firat  contribution),  wMch 
they  presented  to  the  Treasurer,  and  prayed  that  it  might  be  put  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Moscow  Bible  Society.'* 

In  reviewing  these  striking  evidences  of  interest  ihanifested 
by  the  young  in  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  we  may  well 
regard  them  as  some  pledge,  that  they  will  make  this  sacred 
volume  the  guide  of  uieir  vouth  ;  and  thus,  through  the  infi- 
nite mercy  of  Him  firom  whom  it  proceeds,  find  it  the  support 
of  their  riper  years,  and  their  strong  and  unfailing  consolation 
in  the  approach  of  death. 

*  About  four  pounds  sterling.  f  About  two  pounds  sterling, 

u  2 
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^  THZT  THAT  GO  DOWX  TO  THE  8BA  UK  SHIPS,  THAT  DO  BVSXinESS  IIT  OHXAT 
WATBRS;  TBZ8B  8BE  THE  WOEXS  OF  THE  LOBD,  AXD  HIS  WOKOEBS  IV 
THE  DEEP.**  PSJLU  CVIi.  89i  M. 

**  IV  THAT  DAT  SHALL  XES8EVGXBS  OO  rOETH  TEOX  ME  IV  SHIPS.** 

EZSX.  XXX.  9. 

FEBLlinNABT  OB8EEYATION8,     ' 

Whoevbb  attentively  considers  the  peculiar  situation  of 
Great  Britain,  her  extensive  commerce  and  numerous  colonies, 
must  be  convinced  of  the  importance  of  that  part  of  the 
svstem  on  which  we  are  now  about  to  enter*  According  to 
the  Census  of  1811,  the  number  of  seamen  employed  on 
board  registered  merchant  vessels,  was  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand ;  and  if  to  these  we  add  the  crews  of  foreign  ships 
resorting  to  the  ports  of  Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  we  may 
safely  estimate  me  a^grecate  at  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand.  The  question  that  naturallv  arises  from  this  simple 
statement,  in  reference  to  the  subject  before  us,  is.  Whether 
such  a  numerous  and  interesting  body  of  valuable  men  should 
be  excluded,  as  objects  or  agents,  in  the  mightv  scheme  of 
benevolence  which  has  attracted  the  affections  of  all  classes 
and  denominations  in  our  country  ? 

This  question  derives  additional  importance  horn  tiie 
peculiar  character  of  seamen.  Open  and  ingenuous  in  their 
disposition,  warm  and  generous  in  their  feelings,  and  too  often 
careless  and  improvident  in  their  habits ;  many  of  them  are 
the  dupes  of  artifices  agmnst  which  they  cannot  guard,  or 
the  victims  of  temptations,  witii  which  they  have  neither  tiie 
strength  nor  the  inclination  to  contend.  Grenerally  speaking, 
no  means  are  provided  for  their  religious  instruction  when  on 
board ;  the  few  books  with  which  they  are  supplied  are  not 
calculated  to  instil  or  to  confirm  correct  principles ;  and  if 
Religion  be  not  contemned,  it  is  too  frequently  treated  as  a 
matter  with  which    they  have  no  concern :  and  yet  it  is  a 
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remarkable  fact,  that  in  no  body  of  individuals  can  you  find 
more  striking  instances  of  firm  and  decided  piety,  of  gratitude 
for  kindness,  and  of  a  willingness  to  receive  instruction. 
Whatever  be  the  &altsof  a  British  sailor,  he  is  rarely  a 
hypocrite :  you  see  him  as  he  is;  and  to  secure  his  attention 
and  respect,  it  is  only  necessary  to  convince  him  that  you  have 
his  interest  at  heart 

Extensive  as  was  this  field,  and  finrorable  as  is  the  soil,  it  is 
a  matter  of  astonishment,  that  measures  were  not  devised  at  a 
more  early  period  for  bringing  it  under  cultivation.  This 
appears  the  more  remarkable,  when  we  reflect,  that  an  ad- 
imrable  Institution— the  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society, 
established  in  the  year  1780 — ^had  been  engaged  for  more 
than  thirty  years  in  suppljring  the  seamen  of  our  ships  of  war 
with  the  holy  scriptures,  and  had  received  the  most  unequi* 
vocal  evidence  of  the  happy  effects  of  their  dutribution.  It 
might  natundly  be  supposed,  that,  by  an  easy  extension  of  the 
plan,  the  merchant  service  could  be  included  in  the  naval 
department  of  this  valuable  society ;  but  its  conductors  found 
the  sphere  of  action,  originally  prescribed,  sufficiently  hurge 
and  arduous;  and  until  the  winter  of  181S,  no  means  appear  to 
have  been  adopted  for  exciting  a  genera)  interest  in  utvour  of 
the  object  of  the  Bible  Society,  among  this  numerous  and  inw 
portent  class  of  our  fellow  subjects,* 


^  SECTION  L 

OKIOm  AND  PROORBSS  OP  IIARIKB  SOCISTISS  AT  SBA-PORTS. 

1.  Towards  the  dose  of  the  year  181S,  the  author  had  occ»» 
aion  to  visit  some  merchant  vessels  Ijring  in  the  Thames ;  uid 
the  result  of  his  casual  inquiries  induced  a  belief,  .that  an  un- 
expected and  deplorable  dearth  of  the  holy  scriptures 
existed  among  the  British  and  Foreign  sailors  resorting  to  die 
]^rt  of  London.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  fact,  eleven  ships 
were  indbcriminately  visited  by  him,  and  only  one  Bible  found, 
and  this  on  board  a  Swedish  vesseL  A  subsequent  and  more 
extensive  investigation  followed ;  which  led  to  a  conviction. 


*  It  wmild  bt  unjiift,  In  commUm  wiUi  this  o^cct,  to  omit  the  neme  of  tba 
Hoaoonble  Ltdy  Ony,  to  whoto  wdont  piety  and  Indoflulgable  seri  vmuij 
thoufdi  ot  our  teameii  ara  indebted  for  their  poiMirion  of  the  holy  icripturee. . 
A  nore  dietinet  ellnrion  to  the  extnovdiiMfy  ts«lioiMof  tfaie  laeMinitble  Lady 
wiU  be  found  iA  Ouiyler  Vir. 
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tliat^  of  the  ships  fhat  entered  the  Thames,  910/  one  in  hventy 
was  furnished  with  a  Bible.  In  pursuing  this  investigation^ 
more  than  three  hundred  vessels  were  visited;  and  in  no  in« 
stance  whatever  were  the  inquiries  treated  with  disrespect 
The  seamen  appeared^  indeed^  surprised  at  these 'unwonted 

auestions;  but  many  of  them  expressed  their  grateful  sense  of 
2e  motive  by  which  they  were  prompted,  and  declared  their 
willingness  to  contribute  towards  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments. 

With  the  assistance  of  thd  late  Mr.  BENJAifiN  Neale — a 
man  whose  memory  is  endeared  by  numerous  evidences  of 
ardent  benevolence  and  genuine  piety— a  plan  was  prepared^ 
and  submitted  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Southwark  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society,  by  which  it  was  imanimously  adopted.  Copies 
^ere  subsequenUy  transmitted  to  the  Committees  of  the  City 
of  London,  Blackheath,  and  East-London  Auxiliary  Societies ; 
and  having  received  their  cordial  approbation,  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Thames  Union  Bible  Committee  was  held  on 
&e  Slst  of  June  1813.  This  society  was  composed  of  the  . 
secretaries  and  four  representatives  from  each  of  the  above- 
named  Auxiliaries ;  and  a  temporary  fund  was  raised,  by  a 
transfer,  from  the  respective  committees,  of  one  tenth  of  the 
privilege  to  which  they  were  severally  entitled  from  the  Parent 
Institution.  Nearly  twenty  depositories  Were  established  on 
both  banks  of  the  Thames,  from  London  Bridge  to  Woolwich, 
which  were  supplied  with:  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  several 
European  languages  hereafter  specified,  for  sale  to  M ariners, 
at  an  agreed  scale  of  prices,  averaging  about  one  half  the  cost- 
price.  At  the  request  of  the  Committee,  an  "  Address  to 
MarinerSy**  explanatory  of  the  object  in  view,  and  intended  to 
•direct  their  attention  to  the  sacred  records,  was  prepared  by 
the  autiior,  and  published  in  English,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese^  German,  Dutch,  and  Danish.  A  framed  notice, 
containing  tiie  words  '^  Bibles  for  Sailors,''  in  each  of  these 
languages,  was  placed  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  every  deposi- 
'tory;  and  the  Committee  secured  a  regular  channel  of  distri- 
bution for  the  address,  tiirough  the  liberal  assistance  of  a 
gentleman  residing  at  Gravesend,  whose  official  duty  it  is  to 
visit  every  vessel  which  enters  the  port  A  list  of  the  deposi- 
tories was  annexed  to  the  address ;  and  sailors  were  thus  in- 
formed where  they  might  be  promptly  and  cheaply  supplied 
with  the  hply  scriptures. 

In  addition  to  this  general  outline  of  the  plan  of  the  Thames 

•     ■■■      ■     "iW  .III  ■     I.I        ■■      ■  ..I       ■    !■■     ■Will.  .1     I  ■!  nil,  I  -  ■!  ...       I.-  I  ,  ■       Ml.   ■         » 

*  This  Address  forms  No.  XI.  of  tb«  Appendix. 
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Union  Committee^  it  appears  desirable  to  insert  the  Code  q{ 
By-Laws,  by  which  their  proceedings  were  regulatedt 

Bt-Lavs  of  the  Thames  Ukiok  Bible  CoMHiTtEE. 

I.  The  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  Three-Tuns  Tavern,  Southwark,  on 
the  tec&nd  Thursday  in  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  and  No* 
▼ember,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  precisely ;  and  five  members  shall  be  a 
quorum. 

II.  As  soon  after  six  o'clock  as  a  quorum  is  present,  the  dudr  shall  ba 
laken,  and  the  business  commenced. 

III.  The  chair  shall  be  taken  by  the  Treasurer,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  such 
member  of  the  Committee  as  those  who  are  present  may  elect. 

IV.  The  order  of  proceeding  shall  be — 

1.  To  read  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting,  and  to  dispose  of  any 
buainesB  arisiAg  therefrom. 

S.  To  call  for  a  wriitsm  Report  £rom  each  District  Committee ;  such 
Report  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  to  be  received  if  approved* 

3.  To  receive  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  any  official  communication 
which  the  Secretary  may  have  to  make.— After  which,  fresh  proposi- 
tions shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 

V.  The  Committee  shall  be  divided  into  the  four  lK>lIowing  IMstrict  Com* 
mittees ;  to  each  of  which  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed ;  vis. 

1.  SoUthwark,  |  3.  Blickfaeath, 

S.  City  of  London,  {  4. -East  London: 

which  shaU  severaUy  consist  of  the  members  deputed  by  these  societies  re- 
spectively. 

YI.  Each  IMstrict  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  two  months,  and 
prepare  a  Report  to  the  General  Committee ;  which  Report  shall  specify, 
1.  The  stock  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  each  depository  within  the 
district,  and  the  number  sold  since  the  last  Report,  specifying  tha 
descriptions  and  amount  received. 
8.  Any  interesting  Acts  or  observations  arising  out  of  their  inquiries  at 
the  depositories. 

3.  The  names  and  address  of  all  penmis  who  hare  ooosented  to  open 
new  depositories. 

4.  The  amount  of  any  subscriptions  received  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Committee,  with  the  names  and  address  of  the  contributors. 

VII.  Each  District  Committee  shaU  take  charge  ol^  and  superintend^  the 
depositories  situated  within  the  bounds  of  that  Auxiliary  Society  which  they 
xepresent. 

VIII.  Each  IMstrict  Committee  shall  frequently  vist  the  several  de- 
positories under  their  care,  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  books ;  and,  should  any 
case  appear  to  require  it,  they  shall  visit  those  mariners  who  have  been  sup- 
plied  with  the  holy  scriptures,  and  report  the  result 

IX.  Each  IMstrict  Committee  shall  have  the  power  of  giving  orders  on 
the  Secretary  for  such  Bibles  and  Testaments  as  may  be  required  by  the 
depositories;  and  they  shall  arrange  the  proportion  and  Uie  mode  of  gratuitoui 
distribution. 

X.  No  new  business  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  after  eight  o'dodc 

The  numerous  applications  at  the  depositories  speediljr 
and  amply  confinnM  the  melanqjioly  estimate  which  originally 
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Bcneflcnl  effects  of  this  ertabluhmetit. 

'|pr(»Apted  the  formation  of  diis  establishment ;  while  tliey 
xonvinced  the  Committee,  tbat  the  funds  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal were  utterly  inadequate  to  the  increasing  demand.  The 
inability  €£  foreign  seamen  to  purchase  copies  of  the  holy 
scrintuxes,  even  at  the  very  reduced  scale  of  prices  adopted 
by  me  Committee,  was  evident  at  an  early  period,  particularly 
among  the  crews  of  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Italian,  and  Ghreek 
•hips ;  and  -it  Aerefore  became  necessary  to  arran^  soma 
mode,  by  which  the  requbite  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
tat  gratuUous  distribution  might  be  obtuned,  without  encroadn 
ingon  the  annual  income  of  the  four  Auxiliary  Societies 
beyond  the  amount  of  their  original  agreement  The  Thames 
Union  Bible  Committee  naturafiy  looked  with  filial  confidence 
to  the  Par^t  Institution;  and  a  liberal  grant  of  Testaments 
in  foreign  lan^ages  was  immediately  made  by  tlie  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  for  the  gratuitous  supnly  of  those 
destitute  strangers.  That  they  were  most  gratemily  received 
and  duly  appreciated,  the  following  anecdote  fi:c»n  the  Records 
of  the  Society  will  testify  :-«* 

**  The  crew  of  a  lai^  Portuguese  ship,  consisting  of  nearly  Bfty  persons 
ef  the  Romish  persuasion,  had  applied  for,  and  been  supplied  with,  Testa* 
ments  from  one  of  the  depositories :  the  diip  proceeded  to  the  Brasib ;  but 
on  her  return  to  Enffland  was  totally  wrecked  near  Portland,  the  crew, 
escaping  with  great  dimcultj.  Thej  proceeded  to  London;  and,  shortly  after 
their  arriyal,  went,  accompanied  Ay  their  Chaplain^  to  the  gentleman  who 
kept  the  depository,  to  whom  they  told  their  melancholy  tale ;  adding,  thkt 
thouj^  they  had  lost  every  thing,  even  their  clothes,  they  regretted  most 
the  loss  of  their  Testament,  and  earpestly  entreating  a  fresh  supply ;  wiiicli 
was,  (^course,  cheerfully  granted.** 

The  following  instance  will  prove  that  the  influence  of  the 
sacred  volume  on  the  minds  of  British  seamen  is  not  less 
evident  nor  less  powerful  :— 

**  A  pilot)  residing  in  Southwark,  called  on  one  of  the  Committee  for  the 
nujrpose  of  purchasing  a  Bible.  After  he  had  obtained  the  wished-for  object, 
|ie  stated,  that  within  the  bat  few  days  he  had  witnessed  two  remarkabl^ 
instances  of  the  good  effects  of  reading  the  holy  scriptures.  He  had  been 
eiigaged  to  con4uct  two  vessels,  successively,  to  the  Downs;  and  bdng  struck 
irith  the  as^nishUig  quietude  and  good  order  on  board,  he  was  anxious  to 
know  the  caMse  s  this  he  speedily  discovered  to  be  the  same  on  board  both 
ships :  the  moming*s  toil  commenced,  and  the  evening's  labour  cancluded, 
\j  the  respective  captains  reading  ^  portion  of  Scripture  to  the  assembled 
p«w,  accompanied  with  pw?r  to  the  Almighty  Father  for  his  blessing  an4 
Wat^hf\il  ogre  over  thepo.  Irpm  the  Docks  to  the  Downs  he  declared  he  did 
not  hear  a  single  oath  nor  profime  expressbn ;  and  before  he  resigned  hip 
dugfge,  he  could  pot  help  acknowledging  to  the  respective  masters,  that  in 
no  instance  whatever  had  he  beheld  Uie  duties  of  a  sea-Auring  life  so  well  and 
ikithAklly  performed.** 

These  and  many  similar   instances  of  beneficial  efieotH 
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eheered  and  animated  the  Committee.  Nor  were  they  with- 
out  some  ff ratifying  proofs  that  the  example  of  Liondoii 
atimulated  tne  out-ports  to  similar  exertion.  In  the  year  1814^ 
the  Committees  of  the  Newcastle  and  North-Shields  Bible 
Societies  adopted  the  plan;  and  the Tynb  Union  Committbb 
was  formed  and  organized  on  the  model  of  that  in  the  me- 
tropolis. An  ''  Address  to  Ship  Owners  "  was  drawn  up,  and 
Kberally  circulated ;  wherein  it  was  stated,  that  a  partial  survey 
of  the  sUps  entering  the  River  Tyne  had  temled  to  corro* 
borate  the  melanchciy  fact,  that  not  more  than  one  in  twenty 
was  funiisfaed  with  a  Bible.  About  the  same  period  this 
important  subject  was  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committees  in  other  sea^ports  of  England  and  Scotland ;  and 
it  was  evident  that  a  growing  interest  was  felt,  which  would 
ultimately  manifest  itseUT  in  the  general  adoption  of  the  system, 
ypth  such  improvements  as  observation  and  experience  might 
suggest 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Thames  Union  Committee 
was  composed  of  the  secretaries  and  four  members  of  the 
respective  Auxiliary  Societies  which  surround  the  port  of 
London ;  and  it  will  be  readily  believed,  that  the  individuals 
selected  for  this  interesting  duty  were  not  the  least  active  and 
efficient  conductors  of  tliose  societies.  The  time  and  attention 
wluch  these  gentlemen  could  devote  to  this  extraordinary 
engagement  were  consequently  limited ;  and,  in  proportion 
to  the  extending  claims,  a  conviction  was  gradually  acquired, 
that  some  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  society  was  in« 
dispensably  necessary.  This  persuasion  was  strengthened  by 
their  inability  to  provide  for  that  personal  and  systematic  in- 
vestigation which  is  essential  to  success ;  and  by  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal,  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case.  In  reference  to  this  latter  subject  it 
should  be  observed,  that  a  circular  letter  had  been  addressed 
to  the  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  southern  and  midland 
counties  of  England,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  institution^ 
and  soliciting  assistance.  This  appeal  was  promptly  recog- 
nised by  several  Committees,  and  by  none  more  liberally  than 
that  of  the  Cambridge  Auxiliary.  From  the  generous  aid 
extended  by  the  Parent  Institution,  it  might  apP^Af  that  thia. 
was  the  source  to  which  the  Managers  of  the  Thames  Umoii> 
Committee  would  have  looked  with  confidence ;  but  they  feH 
that  they  had  no  right  to  encroach  further  on  the  general 
funds,  before  an  appeal  was  made  to  that  numerous  and 
opulent  body  of  individuals,  the  ship-K>wners  of  London,  whoa^ 
interests  and  duty  were  equally  concerned  in  the  objects 
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These  and  similar  considerations  occupied  the  Commitfcee 
for  several  months;  and  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1817, 
it  was  determined  'to  adopt  measures  for  establishing  a 
^neral  and  independent  society^  on  a  scale  sufficiently  exten- 
siTe  to  meet  the  pressing  exigendes  of  the  case.  The  prac- 
ticability of  the  design  had  l^en  fully  demonstrated,  and  its 
beneficial  tendency  and  effects  had  been  decidedly  mani- 
fested ;  the  Committee  had  therefore  die  strongest  ground 
of  experience  and  observation  on  which  to  rest  their  claim* 
They  felt  that  the  object  had  become  too  important  to  con* 
tinue  merely  as  an  appendage  to  other  institutions ;  aiid 

^  they  resolved  to  call  together  some  known  friends  of  their  undertaking, 
with  a  Tiew  to  lay  before  them  the  destitute  condition  of  the  ol^ects 
of  their  benevolence,  and  to  obtain  their  counsel  as  to  the  best  nueans  of 
more  effectually  diachaiging  the  obligations  of'  the  community  towards 
them, — of  paying  its  debt  of  gratitude  and  justice  to  these  invaluable 
instruments  of  its  commercial  greatness.*'  After  many  meetings,  and  mvitb. 
anxious  deliberation,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  gendemen  who  were  thus 
convened,  that  measuroa  should  forthwith  be  taken  to  establish  in  London 
an  Auxiliaiy  Bible  Society,  |br  the  supply  of  British  merchant  ships  with 
the  holy  scriptures ; — and  that  this  society,  while  more  immediately  occu- 
pied in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  seamen  belonging  to,  the  port  of  liondon, 
should  also  endeavour  to  procure  the  formation  of  omilar  institutions  in 
every  out-port  of  the  empire."*  How  &x  this  design  has  been  realised, 
will  appear  in  the  sequeL 

To  preserve  the  narrative  unbroken,  the  progress  of  the 
"  Thames  Union  Committee"  has  been  traced  to  the  period 
of  its  dissolution^  in  consequ^snce  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Merchant-Seamen's  Society.  But  before  we  enter  on  the 
consideration  of  the  latter,  our  attention  is  claimed,  in  order 
of  time,  by  other  kindred  and  important  institutions. 

It  is  very  desirable,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion,  that  the  de- 
signation of  <^  Marine  Bible  Association''  should  be  confined 
exclusively  to  those  formed  on  board  ships ;  and  tliat  the  term 
**  Society*'  should  distinguish  those  established  on  shore  for  the 
supply  of  seamen.  With  this  little  exception,  the  institution  which 
next  demands  our  consideration  merits  unqualified  praise;  and 
only  requires  to  be  more  generally  known,  in  order  to  incite  to 
similar  exertion  throughout  the  sea-ports  of  the  kingdom. 


2.  The  Whitbt  Marine  Bible  Association  was  instituted  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1816.  The  Committee  attribute 
much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  their  proceedings  to 

•  ▲ddrais  of  the  Committee  of  the  Men^bant- Seamen's  Auxiliary  BiUe 
Society  i  Lmidon,  1 S 1 8. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8XCT.  I.]  ORIGIlf  OF  MARINE  SOClETISfl.  £99 

Laws  and  B^^uktioiis  adopted  b^  the  AModatioiu 


the  generous  co-operation  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society,  and  the  liberality  of  Captain  Scoresbt,  of  the  Mars^ 
Greenland  ship,  who  presented  a  munificent  donatioiv  of 
fifty  guineas  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  infant  establishment— « 
The  following  are  the 
Laws  and  Reouultiovs  of  tkt  Whitbt  Marxitx  Bible  Absociatxok. 

I.  This  society  shall  be  designated  ^'  The  Whitby  Marine  Bible  Asso- 
ciation, for  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  among  the  seamen 
belonging  to  this  town  or  Tiaitants  to  this  port,  ted  for  employing  them  as 
agents  to  convey  this  sacred  treasure  to  those  parts  of  the  world  which 
tliey  may  visit** — in  the  fulfilment  of  these  objects,  cooperating,  through 
means  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliary  Society,  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society. 

.II.  Every  subscriber  of  one  penny  per  week  or  upwaxds   shall  be  » 
member  of  this  sodety. 

III.  The  business  of  the  institution  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president, 
(who  shall  also  be  treasurer,)  two  secretaries,  and  a  committee  of  twelve 
members,  any  five  of  whom  shall  be  competent  to  act. 

IV.  The  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whitby  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending  and  voting  at  the  committee 
meetings  of  this  association. 

*  V.  The  Committee  shall  meet,  once  every  month,  on  some  day  and  place 
to  be  fixed  on  by  themselves. 

VI.  It  shall  be  a  particular  part  of  the  business  of  the  Committee,  either 
themselves  or  by  means  of  agents,  to  visit  the  ships  in  this  harbour,  whether 
they  belong  to  this  or  any  other  port,  with  a  view  to  their  being  supplied 
witJi  Bibles,  and  to  promote,  when  it  is  practicable,  the  establishment  of 
Associations  on  board  the  vessels. 

VII.  All  members  of  Associations  on  board  of  ships  belonging  to  this  port , 
shall  be  considered  as  members  of  this  Association ;  and  all  presidents  and 
other  office-bearers  of  such  Associations  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee. 

'.  VIII.  Such  part  of  the  fiinds  of  this  Association  as  may  not  be  required 
for  its  own  immediate  objects,  if  any,  shall  be  annually  given  to  the  Whitby 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  with  a  view  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society- 

IX.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on  the*  second 
Tuesday  of  February,  in  each  year,  when  a  Committee  shall  be  chosen,  the 
accounts  presented,. and  the  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

The  mode  of  distribution  originally  adopted  by  the  Committee 
was,  to  send  on  board  every  ship  requiring  a  -supply,  a  few  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  crew,  fwid  a  more  considerable  number  for  sale, 
under  the  care  of  the  captain ;  to  whom  a  paper  containing  printed 
directions,  and  a  form  for  returns,  was  addressed, — Specimens  of 
which  are  subjoined.  But  owing  to  the  protracted  returns  which 
they  received,  they  have  found  it  expedient  to  restrict  their  issues, 
by  confining  them  to  these  captains,  and  others,  who  purchase 
copies  for  sale  and  distribution ;  except  in  reference  to  the  Green- 
land ships.  With  regard  to  these,  the  Committee  still  adhere  to 
their  former  practice,  and  entrust  their  captains,  as  before,  with 
Bibles  and  Testaments  for  sale;  their  usually  quick  return  not 
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occasioning  the  'same  difficulties  as  with  vessels  bound  on  other 
foreign  voyages.  This  plan  is  extremely  simple ;  and  in  those 
cases  where  the  ships  belong  to  the  port  at  which  the  society  is  ■ 
formed,  it  is  well  calculated  to  effect  the  object.  For  every  parcel 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sent  on  board»  the  captain  signs  a  printed 
receipt,  of  which  the  following  is  a  Specimen  ^->the  words  in 
italics  being  inserted  by  the  Secretary. 


^  Na  1 17«  Whitby,  \7tk  A^gmt^  ISIS. 

Bbcxitxd  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whitby  Msrine  Bible  Assodf 
tion,  for  sale  among  the  Crew  of  the  Ship  Hemy^  or  others,  7V«Im  Minioa 
and  Eigki  Nonpaxeil  Bibles ;  together  with  7\ffemtp  Brevier  Kngliah,  and 
Tm  Foreign  Testaments. 

Jakn  TkunUMy  Idaster.** 


A  paper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy»  is  at  the  same 
time  given  to  the  captain:^- 

DinscTioxs  TO  THE  Captaxvs  or  Ships, 

fir  ik^  DUirikutim  of  ike  BihUs  amd  TetUmemU  eommiiHd  U  iMr  Ckmrg9 

Ijf  tA£  Cfmmiiiee  tf  ike  Whitbt  Mauwk  Biblb  Associatioit. 

1.  The  captain  is  desired  to  dispose  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  among 
has  crew,  at  the  following  prices  i*  viz. 

$.  A 
Minion  or  larger  Bible 4.9 

Nonpareil,  or  smaller  ditto 1.0 

Foreign  Testaments  (if  any)    .  .  .  •  S  •  0 
English  Testaments  •  •  •  « 1.0 


%,  Provided  the  ci^itain  finds  he  has  more  Bibles  and  Testaments 
mitted  to  his  care  than  are  requisite  for  the  use  of  his  own  crew,  he  shall 
be  sit  liberty  to  dispbse  of  the  surplus,  at  the  above  prices,  to  the  captain  or 
crew  of  any  ship  with  which  he  may  meet  who  are  in  want  of  Bibles. 

S.  The  Foreign  Testaments  (if  any)  may  be  disposed  of  to  any  persoii 
IWiquainted  with  the  language,  at  S#.  each,  or  as  near  that  price  ju  can  be 
obtained. 

4.  If  any  of  the  Bibles  or  Testaments  remain  unsold  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  voyage,  the  captain  is  desired  to  return  them  to  the  depository 
«t  Messrs.  Claric  and  Mead's,  or  to  either  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Asso- 
•dation ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  money  he  may  have  received  in 
cetum  for  the  Bibles  sold. 

5.  It  is  recommended  to  the  captain  to  establish,  where  it  is  practicable, 
im  Association  on  board  of  his  ship,  agreeable  to  the  plan  suggested  in  the 
dzcukr  ^  Address  to  Owners,  Commanders,  and  Mariners.**  f 

•  The  author  would  respectfully  suagest  the  advantage  of  ininrting  te  eosl- 
^oeUf  aad  giving  a  discretioDary  authority  to  the  rsspcctiTe  esptains  to  sell,  if 
pcctMary,  at  a  spccifled  abatement. 

if-  8se  SacUon  V.  of  this  Chapter. 
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Fonn  of  a  Captain's  Account  of  Saleo,  &c. 


On  the  correspondinff  half  sheet  of  this  paper  (which  is  of 
octayo  size)  the  fonn  of  the  Return  is  rulecC  according  to  the 
following 


SPECIMEN. 


Account  of  Bibles  and  Testaments^ 


Date. 


1819. 

iltyJ7. 


M€arMe  BiLhl 
AMtociatiom,    ) 


HECEIVBD. 


13 


8  9010 


T. 


Amoimt 
at  Cost 
IMoes. 


9.  6.10 


Date. 


J>BUTBS£D. 


1819 
ii«^94.  /oAm  Smiiktom 
Stpi.  T.SkipDMin 

13.  JOMMfiiMOir 

Oct.  94SSIt>  Carlona 

Sold.,.. 
Omhtmd 


12 


T. 


i 


Soldlbr. 


£.s.tL 
—  4.9 
1.  9.— 
-.  S— 
-.  1  — 

f-io— 


9.  r.  9 


13  6 

lol 


SO 


BtimmdiAt  aiiW9,jmdpaid^  7s.9(HotkB  Sterttarp  rfiki  WktOm 
ManmBMtAMmteuOum.  ^ 

J.Thomtom. 


During  the  four  years,  endmg  February  1820,  this  So* 
ciety  has  distributed  824  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  col- 
lected 237/.  145.  4id,  of  which  the  sum  of  t7L  Is.  has  been 
voted  to  the  Auxiliary  for  the  General  Object  of  the  Parent 
Institution. 

In  their  Annual  Report  for  1819,  the  Committee  state^ 
that— 

^  a  laige  increase  of  subscriben  has  been  obtained  t  so  that  the  amount  of 
annual  subscriptions,  exclusiye  of  donations,  exceeds  that  of  any  fiynner 
jear.  Of  the  donations  received  this  year,  sereral  were  collected  b j  Capt. 
Potter,  amonff  his  friends  at  or  near  Stokedey;  and  one  donation  of  a  guinea* 
eommunicated  bj  CapU  Scoresbj,  was  contributed  bj  fourteen  Shetli^id 
seamen,  belonging  to  the  Fame :  which  instance  of  Uberalitj  jour  Conu 
mittee  think  proper  to  notice,  not  onlj  as  a  stimulus  to  others,  but  as  a 
pleasing  indication  of  the  growing  interest  which  seamen  feel  in  the  cause  of 
the  Bible.** 

The  following  extract  from  the  same  Report  forms  an 
appropriate  conclusion  to  this  sketch  of  the  constitution  ated 
proceedings  of  this  interesting -society :  the  language  is  cer- 
tainly strong ;  but  it  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  it  is  too  generally 
apphcable : — 
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'^  Our  sailors  have  bee^i  complained  of  bj  foreigners,  as  exhibiting  a 
most  lamentable  specimen  of  the  British  character :  and  no  ironder ;  for  they 
have  been  left  too  long,  io  wander  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  to  riot  in  the 
excesses  of  vice,  and  to  sport  with  their  immortal  interests  on  the  very  brink 
of  an  eternal  world.  If  merchants  have  had  cause  to  complain  of  the  pro- 
fligacy of  seamen,  surely  they  themselves  are  to  blame :  there  is  a  Book  that 
would  have  taught  them,  but  that.  Book  has  never  been  given  :  they  have 
denied  them  the  means  of  instruction,  then  complained  of  their  ignorance : 
they  have  kept  the  light  of  Heaven  from  their  minds,  then  wondered  at  their 
superstition :  they  have  condemned  their  profligacy,  yet  never  warned  them 
of  the  great  evil  of  sin,  or  pointed  out  the  dreadful  consequences  of  their 
crimes.  Surely  the  language  of  the  sacred  moralist  is  of  extensive,  yea  of 
universal  application,  *"  fVithhold  not  good  from  them  to  whom  it  is  due,  when 
it  ii  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to  do  it;*  fi>r,  '  to  him  that  knewetk  to  do 
goody  and  doetk  it  not,  to  him  it  u  n«.' "  * 

3.  A  Marine  Bible  Association,  on  the  plan  of  that  at 
Whitby  was  established  at  Hull,  in  Februa^  1817.  The 
prudence,  aniination»  and  perseverance  that  have  characterized 
this  society,  and  the  success  which  has  att^ided  their  judi- 
cious measures,  entitle  it  to  particular  commendation.  Pre- 
viously to  its  formation,  the  plan  was  laid  before  the  principal 
Ship  Owners,  and  communicated  to  a  number  of  respectable 
Masters  of  Vessels ;  and,  as  it  met  with  their  approbation 
and  concurrence,  no  time  was  lost  in  carrying  the  design  into 
execution.  The  General  Meeting  was  attended  by  700  or 
800  seafaring  men,  who  conducted  themselves  with  the 
greatest  propriety,  and  listened  with  the  most  evident  interest 
and  feeling  to  the  addresses  which  were  mad,e  to  them. 
Several  Owners  immediately  subscribed  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  ships,  as  did  a  considerable  number  of  Masters, 
who  likewise  undertook  to  superintend  the  aJSairs  of  the 
society  on  board  their  vessels. 

Within  six  months  after  the  establishment  of  this  Association, 
1188  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  consigned  to  various  captaint. 
for  sale :  and  the  first  Master  from  whom  intelligence  was  received 
on  the  subject,  reported,  that  he  had  disposed  of  his  whole  stock 
previously  to  his  reaching  the  Orkney  islands,  and  within  seven 
days  of  his  leaving  Hull  ;£and  that  he  was  unable  to  afford  to  many 
of  his  crew  the  supply  they  desired. 

In  their  first  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  «tate*— 

"  In  the  course  of  the  year,  720  Bibles,  S07  Testaments,  or,  in  the  whole, 
nearly  one  thousand  copies  of  the  sacred  writings,  have  been  furnished  to 
different  vessels  from  the  stock  of  this  Association,  and  told  to  the  seamen* 
It  is  needless,  after  this  statement,  to  say  that  the  Masters  have  been  found 

*  Hiis  Aisociation  has  supplied  many  Fishermen  on  the  coast  with  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  by  sale  and  gratuitously  i  an  example  worthy  of  general 
imitation. 
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extremely  ready  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  institutibn :  but  it  is  grati- 
fying to  add,  from  the  report  of  the  Masters,  that  the  seamen  were  gene^ 
rally  well  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  procuring 
copies  of  the  Scriptures,  and  that  in  many  instances  they  were  observed, 
both  singly  and  in  groupes,  making  a  proper  use  of  them,  at  times  of  leisure. 
Several  Masters  of  fishing-^hips  state,  that  they  could  have  disposed  of  more 
copies  than  they  took  out ;  and  one  of  them,  who,  owing  to  particular  cir« 
cumstances,  had  on  board  the  stock  designed  for  the  unfortunate  ship 
*  London,*  •  sold  the  whole  of  them,  as  well  as  his  own  stock.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  as  it  was  thought  necessary  to  sell  the  books  to  the 
men  at  the  reduced  prices  of  the  Bible  Society,  (which  are  much  below  the 
eati-pricee^  a  loss  of  nearly  60L  has  been  sustained  upon  the  books  thus  dis- 
posed o£  To  counterbalance  this  loss,  as  well  as  to  defray  incidental  ex-* 
penses,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  Association's  becoming  a  burden,  instead  of 
an  aid,  to  the  Parent  Society,  two  measures  have  been  resorted  to.  -  One  is» 
that  of  soliciting  subscriptions  from  the  owners  of  the  ships :— and  the 
Committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  subscriptions  of  one  guinea  each  have 
been  put  down  for  forty-three  fishing  ships,  and  of  half^<^inea  each  for 
twenty.4u:  merchant  vessels ;  and  further  ^bscripttons,  they  hope,  will*  be 
obtained.  The  other  measure,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  a  primaiy  object 
in  view,  is  the  formation  of  Minor  or  Branch  Associations  on  board  the 
several  vessels,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Masters,  for  the  reception 
of  fr^e  subscriptions,  of  one  penny  a-week  each,  from  such  of  the  seamen 
as,  being  themselves  frimished  with  Bibles,  may  be  willing  to  contribute  that 
sum  during  their  respective  voyages,  for  the  pious  and  benevolent  object  of 
putting  the  sacred  scriptures  into  the  hands  tS  those  who  may  not  otherwise 
have  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  This  measure  has  hitherto  been  carried 
into  effect  on  board  only  three  vessels :  but  the  Committee  trust  that  the 
general  establishment  of  such  Branch  Associations  will  furnish  a  leading 
ft»ture  in  the  next  year*s  Beport.*' 

The  hope  thus  expressed  has  been  in  a  good  degree 
realised.  At  their  second  Annual  Meeting  in  February  Iol9, 
the  Committee  were  enabled  to  state — 

I.  That  Bible  Associations  had  been  established  on  board 
nine  ships,  which  had  produced  the  sum  of  15/.  13;.  iid, 

II.  That  the  total  number  of  Bibles  and  T^taments  supplied 
to  different  vessels  was  1581,  ihe  whole  of  which  had  been 
sold  to  the  crews,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  copies  lost 
on  board  the  ships  Three  Brothers  and  Manique. 

III.  That  the  cost-price  of  these  1581  copies  was  336/.  17j.  lOi; 

and  that  this  amouat  had  not  only  been  discharged,  by 
means  of  the  produce  of  the  sales,  and  of  free  contri- 
butions and  associations  on  board  ships,  but  that  a  balance 
of  27/.  5s.  Id.  had  been  presented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Hull  Auxiliary  Society,  for  the  general  object  of  the 
Parent  Institution. — And, 

IV.  That  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  was  only  4/.  12j.  2i. 


The  Lmi9U  perished,  with  aU  haads,  m  a  storm  among  moimtains  of  ice. 
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JudidouB  measures  adopted  bj  the  Committee. 


At  this  Annual  Meeting,  the  following  important  Reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  adopted  :-— 

1.  That  it  be  particularlj  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing 
jear,  to  wai^  upon  such  Ship  Owners  as  hare  not  subscribed  for  their 
respective  vessels,  to  solicit  their  subscriptions ;  and  to  endeavour  to  ectend 
the  benefits  of  the  institution  to  the  vessels  employed  in  the  General  Mer- 
chant Service,  as  well  as  to  all  the  ships  engaged  in  the  Whale  Fisheries. 

9.  That  the  Masters  of  vessels  be  particularly  requested  to  form,  and 
undertake  the  management  of  Associations  on  board  their  respective  8hips> 
according  to  the  simple  plan  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Bible  Sodetj. 

3.  That  Mr.  Curtis  BaUey,  Mr.  John  CoUender,  Mr.  WUliam  Priest, 
and  Mr.  Christopher  Beed,  kavmgr  hmiiy  tffitred  their  tenneet^  be  requested, 
wi^i  the  aid  of  such  other  gentlemen  as  they  can  associate  with  them,  to 
visit  all  vessels  about  to  leave  the  port,  to  see  that,  if  possible,  none  may 
sail  without  at  least  one  copy  of  the  Scriptures  on  board;  and  to  induce  each 
sailor,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  to  furnish  himself  with  a  copy. 

It  appears  by  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Association  for 
18^f  that  the  total  number  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures 
dbtributed  within  three  years  was  ^047 ;  and  that  after  pay- 
ing the  full  cost-price  of  the  whole  number,  they  had  been 
enabled  to  appropriate  45/.  18^.  5d.  as  a,  free  contribution  to 
the  funds  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The 
Committee  conclude  their  Report  by  observing, 

^  That  they  have  ample  reason  to  be  assured  that  the  institutioa  had 
been  productive  of  good.  -  Through  its  means  more  than  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  our  seamen.  They  have 
fwrehoMd  them  ;  and  in  veiy  many  instances,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
make  a  good  use  of  them.  Nor  axe  the  opportunities  of  usefulness  ex- 
hausted :  they  may  easily  be  increased  and  extended :  as  it  is  hoped  wiU 
appear,  when  measures,  already  resolved  upon,  shall  be  more  completely 
carried  into  execution.'* 

4k  A  similar  institution  was  established  at  Aberdeen  in  Fe- 
bruary 1818;  of  the  success  of  which  the  following  extracts 
exhibit  a  gratifying  evidence.  In  their  first  Report,  pre* 
sented  only  eight  months  after  the  formation  of  the  Society, 
it  is  stated^  that 

^  the  Committee  have  purchased  at  the  depository  of  the  AuxiUaiy 
Society  SI  6  Bibles  and  60  Testaments,  which  have  been  partly  sold  to 
mariners  on  board  Greenland  and  trading  vessels,  at  the  standard  reduced 
prices ;  and  partly  entrusted  to  ship-masters,  to  be  sold  in  like  manner  to 
their  respective  crews.  The  amount  of  subscriptions  and  sales  reoaved  tiy 
the  Treasurer  is  upwards  of  S5iL ;  which,  after  deducting  the  sum  paid  ftr 
Bibles,  leaves  a  balance  of  30t— which  sum  has  been  remitted,  in  terms  of  the 
Eegulations,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  Society." 

In  a  letter  recently  received  from  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
this  Association,  he  observes : — 

^  We  have  already  circulated  upwards  of  900  copies  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures.   We  entrust  to  the  respective  captains  audi  a  number  «  we  think 
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tbey  nmy  dispose  of  during  their  vojage,  varying  from  six  to  twenty  .four  to 
each  captain.  In  general  Ibey  are  disposed  of;  and  many  captains  report 
that  they  could  have  sold  thrice  the  number  :-—</iij  was  the  ettse  with  all  the 
GreeHlttnd  captaint  last  year.  Associations  are  frequently  formed  on  board 
during  the  voyage,  and  from  three  .to  six  pounds  collected  in  aid  of  the 
institution*  Bibles  are  offered  to  every  vessel  leaving  this  port ;  and  in 
several  oases  which  have  come  under  our  notice,  the  effects  have  been 
highly  benefidaL  Seamen  are  untfermly  dispo$ed  io  purchase  Bibles^  if  their 
captaim  viUh  them  toioee.  In  the  ships  connected  with  this  port,  both 
captains  and  seamen  are  gradually  becoming  more  attached  to  the  olgecty 
inasmuch  as  we  have  an  increasing  demand  Sat  the  holy  scriptures." 


5.  From  the  preceding  details  it  will  be  evident,  that  no 
insuperable  difBculties  present  themselves  in  the  establish-i 
ment  of  Marine  Bible  Societies*  But  there  is  one  remarkable 
fact  in  reference  to  the  three  instances  adduced,  which  merits 
distinct  consideration.  We  have  here  a  striking  proof  that 
these  institutions  are  not  only  capable  of  attainmg  their  im«* 
mediate  object,  but  of  rendering  no  inconsiderable  aid  tqi  the 
funds  of  the  Parent  Society.  The  aggregate  number  of  copies 
distributed  by  the  Whitby,  Hull,  and  Aberdeen  Associations 
is  nearly  four  thousand: — for  these  they  have  paid  the  full 
amount  at  cost-prices,  and,  in  addition,  have  remitted  upwards 
of  oTie  hundred  pounds  for  the  general  object. 

It  will  also  be  observed,  that  these  Societies  adopt  the 
principle  of  dlstribuiion  by  sale ;  to  which  they  have  strictly 
adhered,  except  in  those  very  few  cases  where  extreme  po- 
verty justified  the  deviation  from  their  established  practice. 
It  is  indeed  difficult  to  find  any  class  of  our  labouring  popu- 
lation by  which  the  requbite  sacrifice  is  more  lightly  felt 
thaniby  seamen :  the  great^t  difficulty  is,  to  excite  an  interest 
in  favour  of  the  object ;  and  this  can  be  accomplished  only 
by  the  personal  attention  of  the  individual  members  of  tlie 
Committee,  or  by  agents  properly  qualified  for  the  important 
service.  For  awakening  this  interest,  no  means  hitherto  devised 
are  so  efficient  as  Bible  Associations  on  board  the  respective 
ships ;  and  to  this  part  of  the  plan  the  constant  care  of  every 
Marine  Committee  should  be  directed. 


6,  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  few  other  Societies  for 
supplying  seamen  with  Bibles  existed  previous  to  the  London 
Merchant-Seamen's  Society ;  but  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  obtain  particulars  of  their  proceedings. 

It  would  be  unjust,  however,  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  exertions  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Bishop- 
Wearmouth  &C,  Auxiliary  Society,  in  reference  to  the  supply  of 
seamen  with  the  holy  scriptures.    The  subject  was  brought  under 
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their  consideration  at  an  early  period ;  but,  owing  to  local  and 
distressing  circumstances,  it  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1817  that 
measures  were  adopted  for  giving  effect  to  the  benevolent  design. 
A  Sub-Committee  having  been  appointed  for  the  express  purpose^ 
the  members  commenced  their  labours  on  the  4th  of  June, — a  day 
peculiarly  appropriate,  as  being  that  of  the  birth  of  our  late  ve- 
ilerable  and  lamented  sovereign ;  whose  declaration^  that  *^  he  hoped 
to  live  to  see  the  day  when  every  poor  child  in  his  dominions 
should  be  able  to  read  his  Bible,"  entails  a  legacy  of  practical  duty 
on  his  surviving  subjects. 

The  mode  of  distribution  adopted  by  this  Committee  is  that  of 
gratuitous  supply;  and  certainly,  if  this  be  deemed  expedient  in 
any  case,  the  plan  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Sunderland  vessels 
is  best  calculated  td  qualifv  the  attendant  disadvantages.  Boxes, 
judiciously  contrived,  with  the  word  '*  Bible"  painted  in  large 
letters  on  the  front,  and  secured  near  the  steerage  of  each  vessel, 
are  presented  with  the  Bibles ;  and  a  label  is  affixed,  declaratory  of 
the  grant,  and  specifying  that  "  in  case  of  the  sale  of  the  ship,  the 
"Bible  and  box  shall  remain  as  a  fixture"  This  inscription,  it  is  ob- 
served by  the  Committee,  **  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  the 
Bible  in  one  instance  at  least  which  came  under  notice.*'  Tlie  ships 
supplied  are  frequently  revisited;  and  the  "  reports  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  contain  the  most  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  esteem 
in  which  the  Bibles  formerly  distributed  are  holden,  and  of  tlie 
grateful  feelings  with  which  ^very  successive  distribution  of  Bibles 
is  received." 

.  The  total  number  of  Bibles  thus  supplied  to  ships,  from  the  4th 
of  June  1817  to  the  21st  of  September  1819,  is  220 ;  at  an  expense 
to  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  84/.  1  J.  8(f. 

Whether  this  mode  be  calculated  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the 
minds  of  seamen,  and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  their  employers, 
are  questions  which  the  Committee  have  now  had  sufficient  experience 
to  decide.  And  its  failure  with  respect  to  the  attainment  of  the 
latter  object,  as  inferred  from  the  language  of  their  Annual  Reports, 
may  probably  suggest  to  the  benevolent  individuals  Concerned,  the 
wisdom  of  assirouating  their  plans  to  those  of  the  Whitby  and 
Hull  Societies.  This  alteration  appears  the  more  desirable,  when 
we  consider  the  high  and  important  object  of  exciting  in  the  minds 
of  seamen  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  whole  human  race.  Where 
no  personal  sacrifice  is  called  for^  the  evidence  of  this  interest  is  at 
best  ambiguous. 

7.  Among  the  few  individuals  whose  exertions  have  been 
conspicuous  in  this  particular  sphere  of  Christian  duty,  there 
is  one  who  deserves  more  especial  notice : — this  individual  is 
Mr.  J.  J.  Beardf  of  Bristol.  His  duty,  as  a  Collector  of  one  of 
'  the  Bible  Associations  of  that  city,  having  led  him  into. the 
•  neighbourhood  of  the  shipping,  he  was  induced,  by  his  ardent 
desure  to  effect  all  the  good  in  his  power,  to  make  some 
inquiry  relative  to  Uie  state  of  the  seamen :  and  finding  they 
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were  in  numerous  instances  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures, 
he  applied  to  the  Association  for  leave  to  supply  them  with 
copies  on  the  same  terms  as  the  inhabitants  oi  his  own  dis- 
trict. Having  obtained  their  cordial  consent,  he  has,  in  the 
space  of  eighteen  months,  ending  in  April  1820,.  sold  to  tlie 
seamen  in  the  port  of  Bristol  no  fewer  than  S198  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  paid  the  amount  of  his  receipts,  being 
370/.  2s.  3d.  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  that  city.  It  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  that  the  zealous  and  disinterested 
services  of  this  benevolent  individual  will  now  find  a  wider 
range,  as  a  Marine  Bible  Association  has  been  recently 
established  at  Bristol,  uoder  very  encouraging  circumstances. 


SECTION  IL 

LONDON  M£tlCHANT-SEAM£N*S  SOCtEXr,  &C. 

1.  Towards  the  close  of  1817,  those  measures  which  have 
been  already  detailed  in  the  preceding  section,  in  reference 
to  the  Thames  Union  Committee,  were  sufficiently  matured 
to  induce  the  gentlemen  concerned  to  prepare  and  circulate 
an  Address  explanatory  of  the  object  This  admirable 
Address  places  the  subject  in  so  clear  a  light,  that  no  apology 
can  be  requisite  for  introducing  the  following  extracts :— > 

^'  Upon  an  average,  about  fire  thousand  vessels,  of  dififerent  descriptiona^ 
sul  from  the  port  of  London  every  year.  These  measure  upwards  of  one 
million  of  tons,  and  appear  to  be  navigated  by  about  sixty-five  thousand  men. 
But  as  some  vessels  make  two  or  more  voyages  in  the  year,  the  seamen  going 
annually  from  the  port  of  London  may  be  estimated  at  about  Ibrty.five 
thousand.  It  would  be,  perhaps,  an  unwarrantable  calculation,  to  suppose 
that  one-tenth  part  of  this  number  are  possessed  of  the  Word  of  Gon,  with- 
out which  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  they  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion.  But  even  on  this  estimate,  not 
fewer  than  forty  thousand  of  our  seamen  would  still  remain  in  a  state  of 
lamentable  destitution  of  the  means  of  religious  knowledge,  and  consequently 
in  a  state  of  afflicting  ignorance.  The  number  of  seamen,  however,  who  saU 
from  the  port  of  London,  do  not  constitute  a  third  of  the  mercantile  navy  of 
Great  Britain.  The  object  of  the  proposed  institution,  therefine,  is  to  pro* 
vide  Bibles  for  at  least  about  1 90,000  British  seamen,  now  destitute  of  them. 

*'  And  here  let  not  the  peculiarity  of  their  situation,  and  of  their  manner 
of  life,  be  forgotten.  They  are  necessarily  deprived  of  many  advantages  of 
instruction  enjoyed  by  persons  who  live  regularly  on  shore.  Once  at  sea,  a 
seaman  has  no  choice  of  associates ;  he  is  fixed  to  his  shipmates,  and  thus, 
for  the  most  part,  secluded  from  any  society  but  that  of  the  profime  and 
dissolute.  The  privilege  of  resorting  with  tiieir  fiunilies  to  the  house  of 
God,  to  listen  to  his  word,  and  of  umting  with  the  congregation  of  Christian 
worshippers  in  the  services  of  prayer  and  praise,  is  in  a  great  measure  un« 
known  to  them.  The  sun  of  the  sabbath  generally  arises  to  their  view  from 
beneath  the  same  waste  of  waters  with  i&e  ligfit  of  a  common  day  $  and 
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their  thoughts  and  duties  seem  to  merge  in  the  single  object  of  guiding  • 
their  vessel  through  the  deep.  It  has  b^n  calculated  that  one  hal€^  or  two 
thirds,  of  a  sailor's  life  is  thus  spent  on  the  ocean:  and  that,  of  the  remainder> 
one  half  is  supposed  to  be  passed  in  foreign  harbours,  where  no  Christian 
instruction  can  in  general  be  obtained.  Under  these  un&vourable  circum- 
stances, it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  that,  during  the  fragment  of  his  time 
which  he  passes  in  his  own  land,  the  means  of  instruction,  even  if  offered  to 
him,  should  be  eaoerly  embraced.  In  pcnnt  of  fiut,  they  are  generally 
neglected;  and  for  wis  neglect,  those  who  are  even  slightly  acquainted  with 
the  fbrce  of  habit,  and  the  common  principles  of  our  nature,  will  not  find  it 
difficult  to  account  The  seaman  remains,  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  as 
ignorant  of  the  things  which  accompany  salvation,  as  if  the  will  of  God  had 
never  been  revealed  to  man :  and  even  the  hardships  of  a  sea^&ring  life,  and 
the  thousand  perils  peculiarly  incident  to  his  profession,  instead  of  awakening 
his  mind  to  serious  reflection,  too  often  produce  in  him,  from  the  want  of 
Christian  instruction,  a  contrary  eflSsct,  and  lead  him  to  dedicate  almost  every 
moment  of  his  time,  whUe  on  shore,  to  the  most  sordid,  and  debasing,  and 
ruinous  indulgences. 

*'  With  respect  to  some  of  the  disadvantagea  which  have  been  enumetated, 
it  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  remove  them :  they  belong  of  necessity  to  a  sea* 
fiiring  life.  But  then  these  evils  are  toot  without  the  means  of  allieviatlon. 
Sailors  often  have  at  sea  much  time  for  reading.  By  the  general  difiusion 
of  education,  many  of  them  are  qualified  thus  to  employ  their  time ;  and  the 
disposition  either  to  read  fiir  themselves,  or  to  listen  to  others,  is  very  pre- 
valent among  them.  Unhappily,  the  few  books  to  which  they  have  access 
are  often  of  the  worst  description.  But  may  not  their  leisure  hours,  and 
their  inclination  for  reading,  be  converted  to  a,  better  account  ?  Is  it  im- 
possible to  give  a  more  profitable  direction  to  their  minds  ?  Will  they  have 
no  curiosity,  if  the  means  be  afforded,  to  learn  something  of  that  God  whose 
path  is  in  the  great  waters,  and  whose  wonders  they  bdiold  in  the  deep  ? 
Is  there  nothing  to  interest  them  in  the  representation  of  their  own  states 
and  of  the  awf\il  eternity  to  which  they  are  hastening  ?  Will  they  turn  m 
deaf  ear  to  the  history  of  their  Redeemer,  to  the  hopes  and  prtmuses,  the 
invitations  and  threat^iings,  which  involve  their  present  peace  and  ever- 
Iflstaitt  wel&re  ?  Is  not  the 'seaman,  then,  formed  by  the  same  Hand  wtth 
oursehres  ?  Is  he  not  capable  of  being  moved  by  the  «me  Ibdiaga  and 
.  aflfections  P  Does  the  vohune  t>f  divine  truth  appeal  so  fbmbly  to  idl  otiber 
men ;  and  is  he  alone,  by  sonte  law  of  creation,  or  by  some  hard  condition  of 
his  lot,  to  be  rq;arded  as  excluded  from  the  common  range  of  his  Maker's 
bounty,  and  as  inaccessible  to  the  influence  of  his  Word  and  Spirit  ?  With 
the  evidence  befbre  us  of  Piteaim*s  Island— 4m  island  fiur  removed  from 
European  civilization — where  the  descendants  of  a  British  seaman,  who  was 
happily  possessed  of  a  Bible,  trained,  by  means  of  that  blessed  book,  in  the 
ftar  and  love  of  God,  are  now  exhibiting  an  example  of  piety  which  might 
.  weU  put  even  Britain  to  the  blush ;— with  such  an  example  before  us,  can 
we  doubt  for  one  moment  that  the  Word  of  God  is  still  capable,  under  every 
Tariety  of  circumstance  and  situation,  of  answering  the  hi^  and  ennobling  < 
pttiposes  for  which  it  was  given  to  mankind  ? 

^  That  sacred  volume,  it  is  the  object  of  this  Address  to  provide  for  the 
seamen  who  are  employed  in  navigating  our  commercial  marine.  And 
should  it  succeed  in  that  object,  it  may  be  reasonably  hoped,  of  numbera 
among  them,  that,  through  the  blessing  of  its  Bivine  Author,  the  Bible  may 
become  their  companion  and  guide  through  life ;  their  consolation  and  support 
In  every  danger;  tiie  atandardy  as  it  were,  under  wfaiflh  they  sail;  the 
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anchor  by  which  th6j  hold  amid  the  stomu  of  this  world ;  and  the  compaas 
to  direct  them  to  that  haren^  where  perils  will  no  longer  beaet  their  course, 
nor  disturb  their  eqjoTment  of  rest  and  tranquillitf  fi>r  erer. 

*^  Nor  is  it  unimportant,  on  the  present  oocasian,  just  to  ^anoe  at  the 
various  classes  of  the  community  who  have  a  direct  and  personal  interest, 
•xdusive  of  the  paramount  obligations  attaching  to  them  as  Christians,  in 
tiius  proTidingfinr  the  mocsl  wants  of  this  body  ^  men.  The  owners  of  the 
Tast  mercantile  marine  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  merchants,  mamiibrturera, 
and  traders  of  every  description  iriiose  property  is  confided  to  the  hasards  of 
the  deep^  or  whose  prosperity  is  connected  with  forem  commerce,  together 
with  their  numerous  dependants ;  and  the  insurers  of  the  almost  incredible 
amount  of  merchandiEe  and  shipping  entrusted  to  the  care  of  British  seamen; 
are  all  deeply  interested  in  using  their  utmost  exertions  that  those  seamen 
jhould  be  raised  finom  the  degnulation  of  their  present  acknowledged  state  of 
ignorance  and  profligacy,  improvidence  and  insubordination ;  and  that  they 
should  be  taught  principles  calculated  to  render  them  pious,  sober,  and  in« 
telligent ;  fidtnM  to  their  trust,  and  obedient  to  their  superiors.** 

2.  This  address  having  been  extensively  circulated,  a 
general  meeting  was  convened  on  die  29th  of  January  1818, 
at  the  Mansion  House,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the 
chair,  when  the  "  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Auxiliary 
Society"  was  established,  **  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
British  merchant  ships  wiih  the  holy  scriptures,'*  and  subject 
to  the  following 

EUI.X8  and  RsairuLTioirs. 

L  That  the  Bibles  and  Testamento  to  be  circulated  by  this  sodety  shall 
he  without  note  or  comment ;  and  that  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United 
Kingdom  be  of  the  authorised  version. 

IL  That  each  subscriber  of  one  guinea  annually  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  sodety ;  and  each  subscriber  of  ten  guineas  at  one  time,  a  member  for 
life.  ^  ^  . 

III.  That  each  subscriber  of  three  guineas  annually  shall  be  a  governor 
of  the  sodety ;  and  each  subscriber  of  twenty  f^uineiss  at  one  time  shall  be  a 
governor  fer  life ;  and  that  governors  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Committee. 

IV.  That  the  business  of  this  sodety  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president, 
vice-presidents,  treasurer,  secretaries^  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  twenty. 
four  other  members,  half  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  that  five  members  constitute  a  quorum. 

V.  That  all  clergTmen  and  other  ministers  makinff  collections  in  behalf  of 
the  institution  shidl  be  members  of  this  Sodety,  with  the  privily  of  at« 
lending  and  voting  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 

YI.  That  the  committee  shau  meet  once  every  month,  or  <^ener,  on 
some  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

YII.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  be  held  once,  at  least,  in 
each  year,  when  the  accounts  ahalJ  be  presented,  the  proceedings  of  the  past 
year  stated,  a  new  committee  appointed,  and  a  report  agreed  upon,  to  be 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

VIIL  That,  in  the  formation  of  the  new  committee,  such  thiee^ourths  of 
the  other  memben  who  shall  have  most  finequently  attended  th«  con»nittes 
ihatt  be  le-eligihlB  fer  the  enining  year. 
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Indifference  of  Ship-owners  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  Seamen. 

In  addition  to  these  Regulations,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  at  the  general  meeting  :— 

*'  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  take  the  earliest  and  most  effec- 
tual measures  for  obtaining  the  patronage,  contributions,  and  active  co-ope- 
ration of  the  yarious  corporate  bodies,  and  of  all  merchants,  ship-owners, 
underwriters,  tradesmen,  ship-masters,  and  others  connected  with  the  traAe 
or  marine  of  the  port  of  London:  that  the  officers  and  cxews  of  mexchant 
ships  be  encouraged  to  form  Bible  Associations  on  a  plan  to  be  firamed  bj  ^e 
Committee:  that  it  is  expedient  to  encourage  the  formation  of  Branch 
Societies  at  the  principal  out-ports  of  the  British  empire;  such  Branch 
Societies,  and  their  individual  members,  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privil^es 
from  the  Auxiliary  Society  as  its  members  derive  from  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion! and  that  immediate  steps  be  taken,  by  opening  a  correspondence  with 
the  different  out-ports,  for  giving  efiSsct  to  this  Bescuution.'* 

3.  A  very  limited  degree  of  experience  was  sufficient  to 
convince  the  Committee  of  the  London  Merchant-Seamen's 
Society,  that  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  work  in  which  they 
had  engfi^d^  demanded  the  application  of  extraordinary 
means.  The  plan  of  Depositories  had  been  tried  by  the 
Thames  Union  Committee,  on  a  scale  that  must  have  ensured 
success,  had.  the  inclination  to  possess  the  sacred  records  been 
prevalent  among  seameiu  In  addition  to  this,  the  Committee 
of  the  new  society  issued  circular  letters  to  the  owners  or 
ships*  husbands  of  all  vessels  entering  out  at  the  Custom 
House,  and  to  the  captains  of  all  such  ships,  soliciting  their 
countenance  and  support,  and  proffering  a  supply  of  bibles 
and  Testaments  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  At  their  first 
annual  meeting,  they  were  compelled  to  report  '^  the  total 
and  absolute  failure  of  every  effort  made  by  them  in  this 
direction.'* 

^  The  numerous  letters  which  thej  drculatedamong  the  owners  and  masters 
of  vessels  did  not  produce  a  single  application  for  Bibles  at  the  Society's 
depository  in  London :  and  since  the  formation  of  the  institution,  to  the 
81st  of  December  1819,  onlj  twentj-one  Bibles  and  thirty-nine  Testaments 
have  been  sold  there.  So  utterly  inefficient,  indeed,  did  this  method  of 
accomplishing  the  olgect  of  the  society  prove,  that  the  Committee,  alter 
persevering  in  the  experiment  for  upwards  of  three  months,  were  at  last  in- 
weed  to  discontinue  it." 

Nor  should  this  failure  excite  surprise,  however  it  may  oc- 
casion regret  The  nature  of  that  connexion  which  subsists 
between  seamen  and  their  employers,  particularly  in  the  port 
of  London,  is  too  transient  and  uncertain  to  create  or  cherish 
an  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  former.  The  ship-owners  of  Great  Britain  are,  as  a 
bodv,  remarkable  for  their  attention  to  the  personal  comforts 
of  the  men;  but  it  cannpt  be  denied,  that  an  indifference  to 
those  concerns  which  regard  their  eternal  interests  has  been 
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Necessity  of  an  Agent ;  and  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Cox. 

lonff  and  lamentably  prevalent  On  the  other  hand,  sajlors, 
as  has  been  already  observed,  too  generally  look  upon  re-' 
ligion  as  a  matter  with  which  they  have  no  concern; — the 
Bible  is  a  book  of  which  they  had  seldom  heard ;  and  they 
required  to  have  its  inestimable  value  pointed  out  to  them  in 
a  manner  which  they  could  understand.  Here  arose  another 
difficulty — for  sailors  must  be  addressed  in  their  own  way. 
The  observation  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that 
few  landsmen  are  qualified  to  gain  the  attention  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  this  singular  but  valuable  race  of  men.  To 
these  combined  causes  may  be  attributed  the  failure  of  every 
measure  founded  on  the  presumption  that  seamen  would  ap^ 
pty  fo^  Bibles,  It  was  therefore  evident  that  an  interest 
must  be  created  in  the  minds  of  sailors  in  favour  of  the  Bible. 
To  effect  this,  it  became  necessary  to  select  an  individual  as 
Agent,  whose  knowledge  of  the  peculiar  character,  manners, 
and  habits  of  seamen  qualified  him  for  this  particular  service. 
In  reference  to  this  important  subject^  the  Committee  thus 
express  themselves : — 

**  As  vessels  proceeding  on  foreign  voyages  generally  bring  up  at  Graves- 
end,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  final  clearance,  it  appeared  to  the' 
Committee,  that  it  would  be  highly  important,  indeed  indispensable,  with  a 
view  to  the  success  of  the  institution,  to  station  at  that  place  an  active  and '. 
intelligent  Agent,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  visit  aU  outward-bound 
ships,'  and  to  act,  in  supplying  them  with  the  Scriptures,  under  the  general ' 
instructions  of  the  Committee,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. ' 
In  Laeutena^i  Cdx,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  they  had  reason  given  them  to  expect' 
the  zeal,  activity,  intelligence,  and  discretion  whith.  the  situation  required ; ' 
and  they  have  not  been  disappointed.  They  were  led  to  confide  in  his^ 
exertions,  and  he  has  fully  justified  their  confidence.'* 

As  the  Committee  report,  that  '^  this  plan  has  succeeded 
beyond  their  hopes/'  it  appears  necessary  to  enter  more  fully 
into  its  details;  commencing  with  the 

4.    IhSTBUCTIOVS  FUUriSfiSB  TO  LlEOTSVAKT  CoX. 

.*^  I.  It  will  be  proper  that  you  should  make  some  provisional  arrangements' 
for  a  depdt,  where  the  books  in  your  possession  may  be  safely  kept,  and  cA-i 
veniently  arranged ;  and  which  may  unite  the  advantages  of  forming  a  good' 
lookout  towards  the  river,  and  of  being  tolerably  easy  of  access.  It  will  be . 
further  necessary  to  engage  the  means  of  boaiding  outward-bound  vessels! 
with  promptness  and  &ality. 

^  n.  It  Will  be  your  main  busineas,  fiir  the  present,  to  visit  every  ship  des- 
Uned  on  a  foreign  voyage,  which  may  bring  up  at  Gravesend,  or  stop  there 
a  sufficient  time  to  admit  of  your  boarding  her ;  and  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  on  board  any,  and  what  number,  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptureay 
fi)r  the  use  of  the  ship's  company  during  the  voyage. 

ni.  If  no  supply,  or  only  an  inadequate  one,  should  have  been  previoosly 
procure^*  we  authorise  you  to  pveaent  to  the  captaia  or  chief  officer,  fin:  the 
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Instructions  fUmished  to  the  Agent. 

use  of  the  ship's  company,  a  suppl/  of  BiUes  and  Testaments,  aoconfing  to 
the  following  scale :  viz. 

For  yemels  navigated  with  six  or  seven  men,  one  Bible  and  two  Test». 

ments. 
For  vessels  navigated  with  eight  or  nixie  men,  one  Bible  and  three 

Testaments. 
For  vessels  navigated  with  ten  men  and  upwards,  a  Bible  fisr  eeeh 
watch,  and  a  Testament  for  eveiy  three  or  four  men. 
TV.  This  authority  to  bestow  Bibles  and  Testaments  gratuitoualy  on  ships 
that  are  imfumished  with  them,  need  not,  however,  be  used  in  cases  whm 
the  captain  feels  the  obligation  incumbent  on  him,  or  shews  a  wilGngness  to 
provide  the  requisite  means  of  instruction  far  his  crew.     In  such  cases, 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  maj  be  supplied  to  him  at  prime  cost,  and  the  gra* 
tuitous  supply  will  then  be  unnecessary. 

V.  The  description  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  gratuitously  bestowed 
must  for  the  present  be  left  to  your  discretion ;  with  this  general  remaric, 
that  we  should  wish  economy  to  be  consulted,  as  &r  as  may  be  conastent  with 
higher  objects. 

VI.  At  the  same  time  that  the  ship  is  thus  supplied  with  the  Scriptures 
for  the  use  of  the  seamen,  it  will  be  desirable  that  an  offer  should  be  made 
to  the  seamen  themselves  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  their  own  use, 
tU  half  the  prime  cast.  We  are  disposed  at  present  to  think  that  it  will  not 
be  expedient  to  give  copies  of  the  Scriptures  to  individual  seamen.  Those 
who  value  them  sufficiently  to  make  this  course  at  all  proper,  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  purchase  them  at  Uie  reduced  rate  which  has  been  mentioned. 

VII.  It  will  be  particularly  important  that  every  fact  should  be  minutely 
noted  by  you,  as  fiir  as  time  and  circumstances  will  permit,  which  may  be 
likely  to  aid  us  in  our  future  measures,  and  to  tlH-ow  light  on  the  moral 
condition  of  the  seamen,  on  the  disposition  manifested  by  them  to  receive 
and  read  the  Scriptures,  and  on  the  disposition  shewn  by  the  officers  to  en- 
courage their  men  in  so  doing.  It  would  also  be  useful  to  know  how  many 
there  may  be  on  board  who  can  read  them ;  and  if  an  opportunity  should  be 
offered  of  making  the  suggestion,  those  who  cannot,  might  be  incited  to 
employ  their  leisure  time,  during  the  voyage,  in  learning  to  read  from 
those  who  can. 

vni.  We  are  well  persuaded  that  no  prudent  exertions  will  be  wanting 
on  your  part  to  interest  aU  classes  on  board  in  the  Society's  olnect,  to  induce 
the  officers  to  give  the  requisite  encouragement  to  the  men  m  reading  the 
Scriptures,  and  to  induce  the  men  to  read  them,  and  to  dispense  the  benefit 
of  them  also  to  such  of  their  shipmates  as  cannot  read  themselves. 

IX.  It  will  be  proper  also  to  recommend  the  books  to  the  special  care  of 
the  captain  or  chief  officer. 

X.  Besides  keeping  a  book,  which  shall  exhibit  clearly  the  receipts  and 
issues  of  Bibles,  and  the  stock  in  hand,  under  columns  corresponding  with 
the  numbers  in  the  inclosed  schedule,*  and  a  book  which  shall  also  clearly 
record  all  your  cash  transactions  in  the  society's  account  (with  which  books 
you  will  be  filmished),  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a  clear  register  of  all 
your  proceedings  in  a  book  which  will  also  be  furnished  for  the  purpose,  and 
according  to  the  form  there  prescribed.  +  Of  the  entries  in  the  book,  it  wiU 
be  necessaiy  that  transcripts  should,  on  a  fixed  day  in  each  week,  be  sent 
to  us. 

This  schedule  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  •*  Agent's  Registry,"  ia 
leu  IV. 
f  XtofonttisiiMaart»iiMrtrwomiiieitdeil»letttottlV#<iflto 
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Weeklj  Beport  of  the  Agent 

XX.  The  McreUrict  will  alio  funuah  jou  with  a  number  of  oOpiet  of  the 
eddreas  and  plan  of  the  aocietj,  and  of  the  circular  letters  intended  for  ahip- 
mastera,  which  jou  will  emploj  according  to  your  discretion  in  forwarding 
the  society's  Tiewa.** 

5.  The  foDowinff  extracts  from  die  First  Amraal  Report  of 
the  London  Mercnant^eamen*s  Society^  will  illustrate  the 
practical  tendency  of  these  instructions^  and  of  the  mode  ptir^ 
sued  hy  this  society  :— 

X.  ^  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  maritime  concerns  of  this 
port,  will  feel  the  pnpnetj  of  confining  the  gratuitous  supply  of  the  Scrip, 
tures  within  the  fimits  described  bj  the  Committee.  While  such  seamen  aa 
▼alue  the  Scriptures  sumcientlj  to  pay  a  trifling  price  for  them,  have  the  op- 
portunity of  purchasing  them,  the  copiea  ^^lich  are  gratuitoudj  supplied  are 
given,  not  to  the  seamen  themselves,  but  to  the  ship  for  their  use :  they 
are  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  ship's  fumittire,  to  be  used  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  edification,  not  merely  of  the  present  crew  on  the  present  voyage^ 
but  of  successive  crews  on  successive  voyages. 

II.  The  instructions  given  to  Lieutenant  Cox  have  been  carried  into 
effect  with  a  singular  degree  of  regularity.  The  Committee  have  never 
fidled  to  receive,  on  the  appointed  day,  the  weekly  report  of  his  proceedings ; 
and  each  succeeding  report  has  tended  at  the  same  thne  to  excite  a  liveher 
interest  in  the  soaety's  olgects,  and  to  call  forth  their  gratitude  for  beu^ 

^  allowed  to  bear  any  part,  however  humble,  in  promoting  Uieir  attainment 

III.  The  reports  of  Lieutenant  Cox  are  drawn  up  in  a  tabular  form,  and 
they  exhibit  distinctly  the  following  particulars  x— 

1.  The  Bate. 

9.  The  Name  of  the  Ship  visited. 

8.  The  Captain. 

4.  The  Ship's  Owner  or  Husband. 

5.  The  Port  to  which  the  Ship  belongs. 

6.  The  Toyage  on  which  the  Ship  is  bound. 

7.  The  number  of  the  Ship*s  Company. 

8.  The  number  of  those  who  can  read. 

9.  The  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  found  on  board. 

10.  The  number  supplied  gratuitously. 

11.  The  number  sold,  and  the  amount. 

These  particulars  are  accompanied  by  general  observations,  of  a  very 
usefiil  and  interesting  description.'* 

In  order  to  prevent  the  improper  disposal  of  Bihies  and 
Testaments  designed  for  ''  the  use  of  the  ship,**  the  Commit- 
tee, in  addition  to  the  stamp  affixed  to  the  title-page,  have 
directed  their  agent  to  brand  the  outside  cover  of  every  copy 
distributed,  with  the  words  "  Merchant-Seamen*s  Auxiliary 
Bible  Society,  London.**  1*^^  hnre  also  adopted  the  plan, 
originally  devised  at  Bishop- Wearmouth,  of  recommending 
the  owners  and  captuns  of  ships  to  provide  boxes^  of  which 
die  agent  exhibits  a  model,  fiar  the  prascrvatioiiof  theBOdea* 
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Abstract  of  the  Proceedings  to  the  present  time. 

6.  In  the  Second  Annual  Report,  the  Committee  detail  the 
mode  of  their  proceedings,  in  reference  to  the  supply  of  sea- 
men in  the  -  coasting-trade  ;  for  which  purpose,  exclusively, 
they  have  appointed  an  active  and  judicious  agent,  and  fixed 
the  rate  of  sale  at  three-fourths  of  the  cost  price.  The  pro- 
priety of  this  arrangement  will  be  evident,  when  it  is  state4# 
that,  in  the  short  period  of  nine  months,  nearly  1300  Bibles 
and  Testaments  have  been  sold  to  seamen  employed  in  this 
branch  of  trade. 

7.  The  following  abstract  of  the  agent's  reports  will  exhi- 
bit theresultsofttus  institution  to  the  list  of  March,  1821  :^- 


I.  Total  number  of  ships  visited  and  supplied 
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IV. 
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of  men  on  board  •••. 

of  ships  found  totally  destitute  of  } 
Bibles,  &c  .  «  •  .  • 3 

of  men  on  board  •  •  .  «.«..«• 
of  ships  reTisitedyhavingbeen  supplied 
of  copies  distributed, 

C  Bibles  ....  S591 
t  Testaments  «  6609 

9100 

At  reduced  price.    {  Bible.  ....  1849 


Gratuitously 


Testament.  •  1904 


S053 


S,157 
49,456 

839 

8,149 

1,962 


ie,l53 


The  total  amount  of  14^031  Bibles  and  Testaments  ^  £.  g.  d. 
received  by  the  Society  to  March  1821,  at  cost  >  2988.  S.  5 
prices,  is J 

The^  amount  remitted  to  the  British  and  Foreign  3  .  ^^ 


Bible  Society,  is 

Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Society  of 


0.  0 


£.  1633 .3.5 


But  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  wider  a  sense  of  the 
exigency  of  the  case,  and  of  the  unavoidable  extent  of  the  incidemal 
expenses  attending  the  institution,  have,  with  their  usual  liberality, 
granted  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  the  amount  of  this  balance,  and 
uius  extinguished  a  debt  which  must  otherwise  have  paralysed  the 
future  efforts  of  the  Committee.  On  this  subject  diey  observe,  in 
their  Second  Annual  Report, — 

^  Whether  we  riiall  be  hereafter  enabled,  by  the  zeal  and  charity  of  the 
nerdiant.  and  diip-ownerB  of  London,  to  repaj  tbeee  sum.  into  its  treasurf , 
and  thus  to  vindicate  the  title  we  have  amumed  of  an  jfiixUiarp,  is  uncertain. 
But  we  can  make  them  a  return,  which,  to  the  members  of  that  institutiim, 
will  be  still  more  gratifying ; — ^we  can  shew  them  that  good  has  been  effected 
by  their  bounty ;  and  that  the  seed  they  have  enabled  us  to  sow  among  our 
•eamen  is  producing  a  rich  harvest  of  blessiiigs.*' 
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Beneficial  effects  produced  on  the  moral  character  of  Seamen. 

8.  An  important  part  of  Lieutenant  Cox*s  duties  consists  in 
revisiting  the  ships  he  has  supplied,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Scriptures  furnished  by  the  society  remain  on  board,  and 
whether  they  have  been  read  by  the  seamen.  In  discharging 
this  branch  of  his  duty,  he  has  received  the  most  ffrati^ing 
and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  moral  benefits  denved  from 
this  institution.-*- 

^  *  The  alteration  that  has  been  effected  in  my  crew/  aaid  one  captain, 
*  bj  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  would  astoniah  any  one :  thej  are  become 
quite  different  beings.*—^  I  can  assure  you,  sir,*  said  another,  *  I  see  an 
alteration  in  seamen  erexy  voyage  for  the  better.*-^A  third  observed,  *  I  am 
persuaded  your  society  has  been  the  means  of  altering  the  manners  of  seamen 
much,  for  the  change  is  of  late ;  and  to  what  can  we  attribute  that  change, 
but  to  those  means  which  have  been  used  in  behalf  of  our  seamen  ?  They  are 
not  that  ungrateful  and  unprincipled  set  of  men  they  were.* — On  board 
another  ship,  the  captain  observed,  '  It  is  to  me,  sir,  astonishing,  to  see  the 
alteration  which  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  the  manners  of  seamen.  Ah, 
sir,  religion  will  soften  them  down,  if  any  thing  can :  they  are  not  those 
swearing,  cursing,  drunken,  debauched  creatures  they  were  a  UttLs  while 
ago.*-^In  another  vessel,  where  the  agent  found  twenty-eight  Bibles  amons 
thirty-six  men,  the  language  was,  *'  Some  of  the  seamen  went  to  sea  lions,  and 
came  home  Iambs.* — *  I  wish,*  observed  another  captain,  *  I  could  always 
secure  a  religious  crew  x  all  connected  with  the  vessel  would  reap  the  benefit 
of  it.*—*  Oh,*  said  the  master  of  another  ship,  *  you  know  not  how  glad  I  am 
to  see  you :  come,  and  see  the  books,  how  well  they  have  been  used  :  they 
hxve  been  well  read,  indeed.'  Here  he  produced  them,  saying,  ^  Do  look  at 
the  comers  of  the  leaves :  see  with  what  attention  they  have  been  read. 
How  often  have  I  been  delighted  in  observing  the  attention  of  the  crew  to 
the  Scriptures!  and  were  you  to  behold  them,  I  am  sure  you  would  be 
equally  pleased,  sir  c  they  are  a  world  the  better  for  thenu  Alas  I  no  good 
owners— no  good  captains— no  good  seamen— no  good  any  thing,  without 
reUgion.* " 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  testimonies  of  a  similar  kind, 
extracted  from  the  agent*s  reports ;  nor  is  it  matter  of  sur- 

Erise,  that  one  of  the  captains,  under  a  conviction  of  the 
enefits  resulting  from  the  labours  of  the  society,  should 
exclaim— 

^  Skif'twnirij  lyremmt^  de/rcp  att  the  txpeme  attendimg  tkit  work,  ff 
theif  do  not,  tf  Acy  ouffht  iodoso,  £very  man  of  the  least  consideration  must 
be  convinced  in  a  moment  of  the  vast  utility  of  such  an  institution." 

9.  It  vnll  be  recollected,  that  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
gratuitouslv  supplied  are  not  presented  to  individuals,  but  to 
the  shipSy  tor  the  use  of  the  crew ;  and  that  they  are  given  in 
charge  to  the  captain  or  chief  oflScer.  Yet  it  will  doubdess 
excite  surprise,  that  the  number  of  copies  distributed  by  sale 
bears  so  small  a  proportion  to  the  total  issued  by  die  society. 
As  lliis  subject  will  be  more  fuUy  considered  m  the  sequel, 
this  sketch  of  die  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  cannot  be 
iietter  closed  than  ill  the  energetic  language  of  their  appeal  to 
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the  sympathy  and  Chrktiaa  feeling  of  the  merdiants  and 
ahip-owners  of  London:— «- 

**  The  benefite  reaultiiig  to  them  ftom  the  commimicatien  of  Scripiunl 
koovledgecaa  ao  longer  be  quettioned :  still  leai  can  the  line  of  oonduct» 
which,  under  tbeae  djfcwmgtancf^  la  preacribed  to  ui,  bjr  our  ob^0atiolla  to 
Gob  and  man,  admit  of  a  moment's  doubt  or  hesitation.  Even  if  we  were 
insendble  to  those  obligations,  insensible  to  the  motiyes,  which  are  fiimiahed 
bj  the  religion  we  profess,  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  seamen  t 
—•if  we  could  shut  our  ears  to  the  daims  of  common  humanity,  which  call 
upon  us  to  raise  them  firom  the  miseiy  and  degradation  which  are  the  never- 
ftiling  effects  of  ignorance  and  vice ;— if  we  could  renuun  unaffected  by  all 
the  fiicts  which  have  been  produced,  to  prove  the  ameliorating  influence  of 
Scriptural  knowledge  on  their  state  and  character ; — ^if  we  coula  be  indifferent 
to  the  consideration  of  the  advantages  which,  as  members  of  this  great  and 
I»ppy  community,  we  should  derive  from  having  our  future  navies  manned 
by  men  who  have  been  taught  to  fear  Gon,  and  honour  their  king,  and  love 
their  country ;-— if  we  coula  be  inaoaable  to  all  these  purer  and  loftier  incen- 
tives to  exertion,  let  us  at  least  be  swayed  by  the  more  sordid  calculation  of 
personal  interest.  Even  that  lower  motive  would  bring  us  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. Even  in  the  estimate  of  pecuniary  profit  and  loss,  we  should  find 
ourselves  gainers,  by  expending  on  our  seamen  the  cost  of  the  Bibles  they 
require.  No  &ct  can  be  more  incontrovertibly  establislied,  by  what  has 
passed  under  the  observation  of  the  Committee  during  the  last  year,  than 
this,*-that  the  e^ct  of  religious  instruction  on  shipboard,  is,  to  diminish 
among  our  seamen  the  evils  of  intemperance,  insubordination,  and  wasteful- 
ness; and  to  substitute  habits  of  order,  sobriety,  carefiilness,  cleanliness^ 
obedience  to  superiors,  and  general  attention  to  tiie  duties  of  their  station. 
No  policy,  theiefore,  can  be  more  undeniably  expedient  on  the  part  of  mer- 
chants and  ship-ownen,  if  we  could  suppose  the  wei^t  of  hi^er  motives  to 
&il,  than  that  which  the  Committee  now  b^  leave,  in  conclusion,  most 
respectfully  but  most  eamestiy  to  recommend  to  their  adoption ;  namely, 
that  of  supporting,  by  their  countenance  and  contributions,  the  Mehchant- 
SzAjfxv*8  AuxiLiAET  BiBLX  Soci£TT,,fer  Supplying  British  merchant-shipe 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures.** 


There  are  two  other  institutions  of  this  description,  which 
acquire,  from  their  importance  or  peculiarity  of  constitution^  a 
distinct  notice  :-— 

I.  The  Liverpool  Marine  Bible  Society. — ^This  so- 
dety  was  established  on; the  ISth^of  January,  1818;  and  in  the 
October  following  it  was  organized  on  the  plan  of  that  in  the 
metropolis.  The  Committee,  however,  appear  to  have  been 
aware  of  the  insufficiency  of  their  Rules ;  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  following  additional  Regulations  were  adopted :— « 

L  ^  That  two  members  of  the  Committee  be  appointed  as  a  SubX!ommjttee 
fi»r  each  Dock,  with  power  to  add  to  their  numbo: ;  that  each  Sub-Committee 
meet  once  every  fortnight,  and  make  a  written  report  of  their  proceedings 
once  a  month  to  the  Secretaries. 

II.  That  a  suitable  person  Be  obtained,  on  as  moderate  terms  as  possible^ 
to  assiat  in  procuring  information  as  to  the  vesMls  on  tiie  point  of  sailing 
sod  in  the  deUveiy  of  BiUcaaiidTcitaiBeiiti. 

Hit  ThilcksalteBftionfif  the  Coawattfs  Adl  II0  coBflMd  «l  pmiat  Id 
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vessels  bound  on  foreign  voyages,  except  in  cases  of  direct  applications,  to 
be  supplied  at  cost  prices  only. 

IV.  That  the  co-operation  of  the  oiniers  shall  be  obtained  in  all  cases,  when 
it  is  pradticable. 

y.  That  no  Bibles  or  Testaments  shall  be  gwtn^  if  it  is  possible  to  teli  them 
at  any  price :  that  the  ship-masters  should  be  requested  to  encourage  the 
sailors  to  subscribe  for  them:  and  that  in  cases  where  they  are  not  purchased, 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  probability  of  any  subscriptions  beins  received, 
three  Testaments  only  be  given ;  one  for  the  master,  one  for  the  officers,  and 
one  for  the  men,  to  be  stamped  *'  For  the  use  of  the  Ship.*' 

VI.  That  in  case  the  Superintendent  finds  any  captain  deserving  of  con- 
fidence, and  desirous  of  distributing  Bibles  in  Foreign  Ports,  he  be  directed 
to  make  the  circumstances  known  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  I>ock,  and 
that  the  Sub-Committee  should  be  recommended  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  liverpool  Auxiliary  Bible  Society." 

Two  AGENTS  have  been  subsequently  appointed; — and  by 
the  returns  up  to  January  1820,  it  appears  that  nearly  on* 
thousand  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  distributed.  The 
necessity  of  such  a  society  in  the  second  mercantile  port  of 
Great  Britain,  is  established  by  the  fact,  that  of  437  ships 
visited,  268,  containing  8790  seamen,  were  found  destitute  of 
the  holy  scriptures. 

8.  The  Zetland,  Da  vies'  Straits,  Greenland  Fishery, 
and  Marine  Bible  Society. — As  this  remarkable  institution 
difibrs  in  many  respects  from  those  which  have  been  already 
described,  and  the  plan  is  recommended  to  other  sea-ports  of 
Scotland,  on  the  high  authority  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible  So- 
ciety, it  is  necessarv  to  detail  its  Regulations  more  particu- 
larly. In  contemplating  its  establishment  among  a  group  of 
islands  at  the  nortnem  extremity  of  the  empire,  and  consider- 
ing its  peculiar  nature  and  design,  we  arepowerfully  reminded 
or  ^e  prophetic  declaratioii — *'  Surely  the  isles  shall  umi 
for  mcj  and  the  ships  of  Tar^hish  first,  to  bring  thy  sons  from 
for,  their  silver  and  their  sold  with  them^  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  and  to  the  Holy  One  oflsraeL"  The  formation 
of  this  society  is  thus  announced  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Edinburgh  Society  :— 

'*  In  the  establishment  of  this  Institution,  your  Committee  recognise  an  in- 
strument of  the  greatest  value.  It  will  be  associated  in  your  minds  with  the 
Merchant-Seamen's  Bible  Society  in- London,  the  Bible  Societies  of  Liver- 
pool, of  Hull,  and  other  ports — a  branch  of  exertion  in  the  circulation  of 
Scripture,  the  importance  of  which  is  yet  veiy  fiir  from  being  fully  appre* 
ciated.  If,  by  means  of  such  institutions,  an  interest,  first,  in  favour  of  the 
possession,  and  then  in  favour  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Scriptures,  can  be 
created  on  board  of  every  vessel  that  leaves  a  British  port,  there  is,  per- 
haps, no  measure  which  may  ultimately  be  productive  of  more  powerful 
effect  in  promoting  the  distribution  of  Scripture  abroad.  Your  Committee 
therefore  cannot  refinain  from  taking  this  opportunity  of  earnestly  recom- 
mending the  example  which  has  been  set  by  liie  Zetland  Marine  Institution, 
to  the  innediate  sttentioa  end  indUtion  of  ntrf  seajwrl  im  Acetkmd:* 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  RequlationSi  as  furnished 
by  the  Secretary : — 

The  2rETLJan>,  Bavies*  Straits,  Greeklaitd  Fishz&t,  akd  Mabivz 
Bible  SocntTY-^InsHiuted  9^d  Marehj  1818. 

The  shipmasters,  agents,  and  mariners  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Davies* 
Straits  and  Greenland  Fisheries,  and  ship-owners,  masters,  and  mariners 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  these  islands,  and  others,  having  this  day  formed 
themselves  into  an  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  or  conducive  to  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel,  more  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  mariners  of  these  islands,  under  the  denomination  of 
the  Zetlaxd,  Davies*  Stbait8)  Geeevlakd  Fisheet,  anb  Maeive 
Bible  Societt,— 

Resolve—* 

I.  That  every  mariner  be  invited  to  become  k  subscriber  |  and  that  no 
subscription  be  received,  but  such  as  ia  voluntaxy  on  the  purt  of  the  sub- 
scriber. 

II.  That  every  mariner,  being  a  member  of  this  Sottety,  employed  in  the 
fisheries,  subscribe  sixpence  for  the  voyage }  and  in  the  country-trade,  six- 
pence per  annum. 

III.  That  the  ship-masters  of  the  Davies*  Straits  and  Greenland  vessels 
thall  have  at  their  disposal,  under  the  management  of  the  society,  so  much 
of  its  funds,  after  defraying  all  expenses,  as  the  proportion  of  their  mariner* 
from  their  ports  of  outfit  bears  to  the  mariners  of  these  islands,  upon  the 
total  enumeration  of  their  crews,  being  members,  but  not  otherwise. 

IV.  That  each  ship-master  take  charge  of  the  subscription  in  his  ship, 
distinguishing  betwixt  those  firom  the  mariners  from  his  port  of  outfit,  and 
those  from  the  mariners  of  these  islands,  and  that  he  do  collect  the  same 
before  he  proceeds  to  the  fishery ;  paying  over  to  his  agent  the  subscriptions 
from  the  mariners  from  his  port  of  outfit,  and  giving  an  order  to  his  said 
agent  to  deduct  the  subscriptions  from  the  native  mariners  in  his  employ 
for  the  voyage,  from  the  wages  in  his  hands  payable  to  them ;  who  shall 
thereafter,  being  so  authorised,  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer, upon  his  receipt,  for  account  of  the  society. 

V.  That  a  regular  list  of  mariners  subscribing,  distinguishing  as  above,  be 
Blade  out  each  voyage,  from  the  articles  and  muster-roll  of  each  ship,  by  tba 
surgeon;  and  delivered  to  the  agent,  with  the  subacriptaona  for  the  use  of  the 
Bodety. 

VI.  That  the  business  of  this  society  be  managed  by  the  ship-masters, 
agents,  ship-owners,  and  others  connected  with  it ;  whereof  nine,  with  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  shall  form  a  quorum,  with  power  to  appoint  a 
preset :  and  that  the  Secretaiy  and  Treasurer  act  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
society,  firom  year  to  year. 

VII.  That  the  general  annual  meeting  be  held  at  Lerwick,  the  third 
Thursday  in  March,  in  eveiy  year,  to  audit  the  accounts,  to  report  the  pro- 
oeedings  of  the  society  for  the  past  year,  and  £ot  such  other  purposes  as  are 
or  may  be  connected  with  or  conducive  to  the  objects  of  the  society. 

.  VIII.  That  besides  the  annual  meetings,  there  be  held,  at  Lerwick,  quar- 
terly meetings,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  June,  September,  and  December  in 
each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  answering  applications  for  sup- 
plies of  Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  t£at  five  of  the  resident  members  be  a 
quorum,  ineludinr  the  preses. 

IX.  That  the  mnds  of  this  society,  whether  arising  from  subscriptions, 
donations,  or  the  sales  of  Bibles  or  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  or  at  reduced 
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prices,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  given  or  sold  amongst  the  mariners  of  these 
islands. 

X  That  application  be  made  to  the  E^nbuzgh  Iffilble  Society,  for  per- 
mission to  lay  out  the  disposeable  fimds  of  this  society  in  purchasing,  at  their 
depository.  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  their  prime  cost 

XI.  That  a  list  of  vessels  employed  in  the  Davies'  Straits  and  Greenland 
lisheries  in  the  year  1818,  whidi  touched  at  the  port  of  Lerwick,  whose 
masters,  agents,  and  mariners  are  members  of  the  society,  be  made  out,  to 
accompany  these  r^ulations. 

XII.  That  a  sufficient  number  of  these  regulations  and  list  be  printed, 
for  distribution  amongst  the  subscribers ;  and  that  the  expense  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  fimds  of  the  society. 

XIII.  That  these  regulations  remain  in  force  until  altered  or  amended 
in  a  general  meeting  of  the  society,  of  which  due  notice  must  be  given  at  the 
quarterly  December  meeting  preceding. 

Signed,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  subseriben,  by 

W.  ON.  M'CBAE,  Comptroller  of  Ctiitomi, 
SterHarp  atui  JVwMnrgr." 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  I  ith  Rule  comprises  the  names  of 
thirtv-four  ships,  whose  masters  are  members  of  this  society ;  and 
blanks  are  left  opposite  to  each,  for  the  insertion' of  the  requisite 
particulars,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  *'  Agents  Registry,'*  a 
specimen  of  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper  place,  in  Section  IV, 
of  this  chapter. 


SECTION  III. 

RULES  AND  REOULATIOK84 

1.  Having  thus  traced  the  progress  and  observed  the  modes 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  various  Marine  Bible  Socie- 
ties established  in  the  sea-ports  of  Great  Britain,  the  reader 
eannot  fail  to  remark  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  Regula- 
tions by  which  they  are  governed,  and  of  that  mutual  identity 
of  organization,  to  whicn  much  of  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended kindred  institutions  may  be  ascribed. — The  state  of 
this  part  of  the  system,  at  the  present  period,  bears  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  that  of  **  Auxiliary  Societies"  in  the  year 
1811 ;  and  the  necessity  of  a  Code  of  Rules  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  design,  and  calculated  to  promote  its 
stability  and  extension,  must  be  evident  to  all  who  feel  inter- 
ested in  the  obiect  Whether  the  following  Regulations  be 
altogether  such  as  may  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  it 
is  not  for  the  author  to  decide :  if  they  only  fiimish  hints  on 
which  others  may  improve,  or  induce  the  more  general  adop- 
tion of  the  measures  detailed  in  the  preceding  Sections,  his 
wishes  win  be  equally  gratified. 
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2*  Kbsolutioks  reofmmended  far  adoption  at  Meetings  eenvemed  for  th€ 
establithment  of  Marine  Bible  Societies,  at  Sea'porti. 

I.  That  tfa6  dbject  and  constitution  of  the  Britiah  .and  Foreign  Bible 
Societj  thave  the  cordial  approbation  of  thia  Meeting. 

II.  That  a  Society  be  now  formed,  to  be  called  "  The Marine  Bible 

Society,"  for  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures  among  Seamen, 
and  of  co.<^)erathig,. through' the  medium  of  the  ■  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 

Society,  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

III.  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  circulated  by  this  society  shall  be 
without  note  or  comment,  and  that  those  in  the  languages  of  the  United 
Kingdom  shall  be  of  the  authorised  versbns  only. 

IV.  That  all  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  or  upwards  per  annum,  or  ten 
guineas  or  upwards  at  one  time,  shall  be  members  of  this  society. 

y.  That  the  business  of  this  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  President* 
Treasurer,  — -.  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  consisting  of  ■  other 

members,  fire  cf  iriumi  shall  be  a  quorum. 

TL  Thafc  the  Committee  shall  mieet  once  every  month,  or  oftener  if 
necessary,  on  some  d^r  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 

VII.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  either  personally,  or  by 
means  of  agents  regularly  appointed,  to  visit  the  ships  in  this  harbour,  whe- 
ther they  belong  to  this  or  any  other  port,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  want  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  that  the  .Committee  shall  furnish  them  there* 
with,  at  prime  cost,  reduced  prices,  or  gcatuitoualy,  at  their  discretion. 

VIII.  That  the  Committee  shall  adopt  every  suitable  measure  for  encou- 
raging and  assisting  in  the  formation  of  Bible  Associations  on  board  Merchant 
Ships,  according  to  the  rules  recommended  by  the  Parent  Society. 

IX.  That  the  ftinds  of  this  society,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  Committee 
shall  direct,  whether  arising  from  subscriptions,  donations,  or  the  sale  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost,  to  be  distributed  among 
Seamen  as  bef<nne  directed ;  and  that  any  surplus  which  may  arise,  be  remitted 
tnnuiUy  to  the  — -..^  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society,  in  aid  of  the 
general  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

X.  That  the  Committee  shall  be  autSoriaed  to  entrust  Captains  of  Mer- 
chant Ships  Willi  Kbles  and  Testaments  for  distribution  by  safe,  to  an  esteat 
not  txoeediBg  '£^^  to  any  one  Master.  Sudi  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  b# 
fsid  at  not  leas  than  '0ii64ialf  thtlr  cost  prices,  a  list  of  which,  with  a  form  of 
rtlvins,  abafi  b#  given  to  .eveiy  Captain  with  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
committed  to  bin  charge. 

XI.  That  the  Committee  diaU  endeavour  to  obtain  the  cost  prices  of  all 
Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  them,  whether  to  seamen  individually  or 
for  the  ship's  use ;  and  that  in  all  cases  where  copies  are  delivered  under 
such  cost  prices,  or  gratuitQualy,  the  name  of  this  society  shall  be  branded 
on  the  outsides  of  the  oover. 

XII.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  be  held  at ,  on 

the  '' in  each  year ;  when  the  accounts  shall  be  presented,  the  proceed* 

ings  of  the  past  year  stated,    a  new  Committee  appointed,  and  a  report 
Sj^eed  upon,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

XIII.  That  in  the  fermation  of  the  new  Committee,  the  Treasurer,  Se- 
cretaries, and  such  three-fourths  of  the  other  members  as  have  most  fre- 
quently attended  the  Committee,  shall  be  ro-eligible  for  the  ensuing  year. 

XIV.  That  — be  President, Treasurer, Secretaries, 

and Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  ensuing. 

XV.  That  annual  subscriptions  and  donations  be  now  entered  into,  and 
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Unit  they  be  abo  reeeived  by  the  TmBunr,  fltooetariee,  end  tile  weunX 
Iwnken  of  this  toim  and  nei^ibourhood. 

XVL  That  a  copy  of  theae  Beflolutiaits>  ligned  by  the  8eGi:eUriea,  be 
txanamitted  lo  the  Committee  of  the  ■*  '  ■■*  Auxiliaxy  (or  Branch)  Bil^e 
Society. 

X vIL  That  the  Committee  meet  on  the  *«-«  instant,  at  — —  o^elock, 
and  prepare  an  addzess  on  the  object  and  views  of  this  Society,  to  be  printed 
and  circulated  with  the  Rules  now  adopted,  among  the  merchants,  ship* 
■ewnexe,  and  captains  of  this  port  i  and  that  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BiUe  Sode^. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

8*  Many  of  the  remarks  already  submitted,  in  reference  to 
the  Rules  and  Bv-Laws  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  (See  Cliap.  IL 
Sections  IL  Cfi  III.)  will  be  found  equally  applicable  in  the 
case  now  under  consideration.  There  are,  nowever,  some 
peculiarities  in  the  nature  and  constitution  of  a  Marine  Bible 
Society,  which  demand  more  particular  notice. 

I.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  term  '^  Auxilianr  **  is  omitted  in 
the  Second  Rule;  as  its  adoption  might  lead  to  confusion,  by  identb* 
fying  the  establidhment  ia  question  with  the  Local  Society.  It  is 
however  earnestly  hoped,  that  many  Marine  Societies  will  follow 
the  example  of  their  elder  sisters  in  the  Northern  Counties,  by 
contribuung  their  aid  to  the  genend  object  of  the  Parent  Insu- 
iotion. 

It.  It  maybe  occasionally  found  of  advantage  to  add  "  Vice- 
Presidents  to  the  honorary  officers  specified  in  the  Fifth  Rule  t 
this,  however,  will  be  matter  for  local  arrao^ment.  With  regard 
to  the  number  of  secretaries,  two  will  be  sufficient,  especially  if  the 
•society  employ  agents.  The  appointment  of  the  latter  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  a  circumstance  of  rare  occurrence,  except  in  sea- 
ports of  considerable  magnitude,  and  the  duties  enjoined  by  the 
Seventh  Rule  be  discharged  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  in 
rotation.  If  the  Committee  consist  of  twenty-four  or  thirty  mem* 
bers,  and  six  be  appointed  monthly  as  Visitors,  the  state  of  every 
ship  may  be  investigated,  and  the  interest  be  preserved,  without 
subjecting  the  gentlemen  thus  engaged  to  any  extraordinary  incon« 
▼enience. 

ni.  As  the  practical  tendency  of  the  Eighth  Rule  will  be  fully 
considered  in  Section  V.  it  is  only  necessary,  in  this  place,  to 
observe,  that  in  no  respect  can  the  services  and  influence  of  the 
Committee  be  more  profitably  directed,  than  in  the  promotion  and 
organization  of  those  highly  important  institutions  to  which  the 
r^ulation  refers. 

IV.  The  Reader  will  be  prepared  to  appreciate  the  provisions  of 
the  Tenth  Rule,  on  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Whitby  and 
Hull  Societies,  in  Section  I.,  where  every  necessary  information 
relative  to  this  part  of  the  plan  has  been  already  giveiu    It  is  dificidt 
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to  specify  the  precise  amount  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  which 
should  be  entrusted  to  any  particular  captain  for  sale,  as  much  will 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  individual,  and  the  nature  of  his 
voyage;  but  perhaps  lOL  may  be  judiciously  entered  as  the 
fnaximum. .  In  this,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of  the  design,  the 
discretion  oi  the  Committee  must  be  exercised,  to  guard  against 
abuse,  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  society.  The  considerations 
suggested  by  the  Eleventh  Rule  will  be  found  among  the  general 
remarks  in  the  last  section  of  this  chapter.  t 


SECTION  IV. 

FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS,  AND  MODE  OF  KEEPING  THE  ACCOUNTS. 


%*  In  all  Ike  Speeimtm  ewtained  m  tkU  ttnd  ike  ftiUfwing  JSeetimif  ike 
etUriei  in  Italict  are  to  he  considered  as  MatmscnfU 

Many  of  the  Books  and  Papers  required  by  a  Marine 
Bible  Society  are  similar  to  those  of  an  Auxiliary  Society, 
which  have  been  fully  described  in  Chap.  II.  Section  V.;  and 
the  requisite  alterations  in  the  mode  of  making  the  entries 
will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  secretaries.  It  may  be 
necessary,  however,  to  observe,  that  an  account  should  be 
opened  in  the  Leger,  with  every  owner,  &c.  whose  ship  has 
been  supplied,  whether  by  sale  or  gratuitously,  in  order  to 
shew  what  it  has  cost  the  society  to  furnish  the  vessel  The 
London  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  has  experienced  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  plan;  as  in  many  instances  the  owners  have 
subsequently  paid  for  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  receiving 
a  bill  of  parcels,  though  the  supply  in  the  first  instance  was 
gratuitous.  The  following  are  the  Books  and  Papers  peculiiur 
to  a  Marine  Society. 

I. — THE  agent's  (or  VISITOR*s)  MEMORANDUM  BOOK. 

This  book  should  be  of  a  convenient  size  for  the  pocket,  and 
ought  to  be  taken  on  board  every  ship  visited  or  revisited.  The 
author  is  not  aware  that  any  such  book  is  now  in  use ;  but  he  ven- 
tures to  recommend  its  adoption,  as  calculated  to  save  considerabte 
trouble.  It  may  contain  about  300  pages,  each  of  which  should  be 
printed  according  to  the  Specimen,  leaving  blanks  for  the  entriies, 
which  are  here  inserted  in  italics.  If  it  be  cut  in  the  form  of  an 
alphabetical  index,  leaving  a  suitable  number  of  pages  for  every 
letter,  it  will  facilitate  the  reference  to  any  particular  ship.  A  few 
blank  pages  may  be  left  at  the  end  of  the  book,  for  the  purpose  of 
noting  any  observations  in  reference  to  vessels  revisited,  the  original 
entries  of  whidi  are  in  a  preceding  Memorandum  Book. 
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4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 


694. 

Afiwy. 

HugheM. 

F.todrJg<i  Eiq» 


Specimen  of  the  Agent*9  Memorandum  Book.— Obeeirations,  Ac 

s^^BSB^sBs:^saBSBseBBB=aBasi:sB:s^=assa:sssassss^^^BB3sxBBB^s=^BSBa^BBB 

SPECIMEN, 

1.  Number  in  the  B^pstrjr      •    .    •    • 

«.  Dateof  Visit 

3.  Name  of  the  Ship 

Captain*8  Name • 

Ship*s  Owner  or  Husband 

Port  to  which  the  Ship  belongs     ..•••••• 

Voyage  on  which  the  Ship  is  bound 

&  Number  of  the  Ship*8  Company  • 

9.  Number  of  those  who  can  read     ••••••.. 

10.  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  board    .... 

11.  Niunber.of  Ditto   and      ditto      sold  for  Ship*8  use    . 
1^  Number  of  Ditto   and      ditto      sold  to  individuals    . 

13.  Number  of  Ditto    and      ditto      gratuitously  supplied 

14.  Amount  received  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  .... 

15.  Amount  of  Donations  and  Subscriptions  received  for  ) 

the  Society    • 5 


36. 

31. 

16. 
4  Bihl€»N9.^ 
6  jr.     N9.Z. 

|f  .3  .  6  .  8 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The  Cfpfain  tM  M#,  thai  in  hU  last  iamg  vijfag9  ^  ftmnd  the  hrn^  of 
giffingr  MuiittbU  imitrvetion  /«  these  vrnftr  hie  orderi,  Everff  Mobbaik  morning 
4i  wa»  hi*  prnetiee  to  astemhie  hit  people  together  to  praperg  and  to  hoar  the 
Scripiuret  rwd  :  and  im  the  after^part  of  the  dap^  he  ohtervedj  it  waMpUeaemtU 
to>  hehold.the  seamen  ocattered  about  the  thip,  under  the  boa te^  and  m  other 
.  shadp  places^  reading  their  Bihlee.  ^'  Great  thinge^  5tr,**  eaid  Ar,  ^^  etm  be 
d\fMe,  if  Owners  and  Commanders  are  pirated  to  put  thrir  handt  to  the  good 
tctirh,  which  I  hope  they  will  do^  when  they  tee  it  to  be  their  interetty  at  well  u$ 
their  dtttp^  to  ttttend  to  the  morale  of  thrir  people  r  no  Ownqr  er  Captain  pughi 
to  receive  the  Seripturet  without  eomtrihuting  to  the  fundt.  I  intreat  path 
Sir^  to  accept  «f  a  pound  nnte^  towardt  defraying  the  erpente  attending  the 
circulation  of  Biblet  and  Tettaments  amangtt  ear  teamen  :  I  with  I  could  de 
siAre.**— /f  wiil  be  obtervedy  that  ctmt  priert  have  been  obtained  for  alt  the  cepiee 
told  en  botrrd  I  hit  thip,  J  wat  pleated  with  the  candid  confettien  of  ancfif  the 
crewy  wbo  tarried  with  htm  an  hoftett  countenance :  he  uud  aloud — ^  fPi 
tailnrt  ha^e  been  swearert  quite  long  enough  i  it  it  now  high  time  we  began  to 
pray  .--'tet  me  have  a  Bible" ... 

II. — ^the"  agent's  registry.  ' 

This  should  be  a  large  quartp  book,  to  open  len^hways. 
A  few  pages  at  the  beginning  may  be  ruled  accordiug  to  the 
Specimen  No.  I,  for  me  purpose  of  entering  the  receipts 
and  deliveries  of  Bibles  and  TestamentSi  which  should  be 
balanced  every  montb.  The  remainder  of  the  book  should 
be  ruled  according  to  Specimen  No.  2.  On  returning  to  his 
office,  the  Affent  should  immediately  enter  from  the  Memo*^ 
randum  Book  the  requisite  particulars  into  the  Registry^  the 
specimen  of  which  will  sufficiently  explam  ttus  mom  of  pro* 
oeedmg. 

T« 
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SPECIMEN, 

[To  occupy  the  finttea 


Date. 
1820. 


IMS^ 


No.  of 
InToice. 


RECEIVEa 


Kblet. 


10 


90 


1012 


1517 


11 


19 


Testaments. 


11 


13 


14 


16 


18 


» 


2122  2334 


10 


SPECIMEK, 

[To  occupy  the  xe. 


No. 


026 
«30 
1174 


Dafo. 


1820. 
IM.... 


Skip's 
Name. 


ttUtTff 

Jam 
Maria 


Hughes 
FawceU 


I'S 


Ship's  Owner 

or 

Husband. 


SwU 


F'Jhdngteiq. 
Mr.Kimg 
WUboh^Co. 
Mr, 


Port  to 

which  she 

belongs. 


London 
Bristol 
lAvorpooi 
Smdtrland 


Voyage. 


SovthSeao 

Diito 

MaUa 


\ 


3631 


16 


2618 


14 


l*i 


OB 

Board. 


13 


T. 
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A0xm  8^  racQimT* 


Week 
eoding. 

1820. 

Rmecthre 

K5..of 

theShme 

rap^Ued. 

DELIVERED.                                              j 

Bibles.                1 

Testamentf. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

6 

10 

13 

16 

17 

19 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

13 

14 

16 

18 

90 

31 

33  33 

34 

2MS^ 

e34 
635 
030 
074 

3 

4 

3 

6 

1 

3 

s 

6 

3 

6 

INo.  2. 

i         .mainderoftlieBook.l 


Sold  Ibr  Ship's 


B.No 


T.  Nc 


Sold  to 
Individiials. 


B.  No. 


6     8 


T.  No. 


Qratnitoos 
Gnnta. 


£.9.d 


of 
Sdes. 


6  8 
66 
16 
08 


Oenend  ObMnmfiottf. 


Dpiutikm  from  tAe  Ci^ptam,£'l' 
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With  every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  forwarded  to  the 
Agent,  the  Secretary  should  furnish  an  invoice,  specifying  the 
precise  number  and  description  of  the  copies  sent.  This-  invoice 
should  be  immediately  entered  in  the  Registry  (Specimen f  No.  1 .), 
and  then  folded  and  indorsed  with  its  appropriate  number,  to  pro* 
mote  facility  of  reference. 

The  London  Merchant-Seamen's  Society  adopts  the  plan  of 
designating  every  description  of  Bible  and  Testament  by  a 
Number:  and  as  that  plan  is  followed  here,  it  is  necessary  to 
transcribe  the  List,  a  copy  of  which  should  be  pasted  inside  the 
coYer  of  the  B^egistry. 


ZVGLT8H  BIBLC8. 


Cost  the 
.Socie^. 


No.  1.  Sm^ll  Pica    .    .    .  10  .  6 

8.  Brevier     ...,7.2 
a  Minion     .    «    •     .    6 .  o 

4.  Nonpareil      .    .    .    4 .  S 

5.  Pocket  Nonpareil   .    4.6 

XirOLIBH  TE8TAXXVTB. 

6.  Pica 4.3 

7.  Long  Primer    .    .    3  •  S 
&  Brevier     •    •    .    .    d .  3 

9.  PoGlc«t     .     «     .    .    8 .  1 


f.    d. 

No.  10.  Welch  Bible  .  .  5.0 
11.  .-^—Testament.  2.6 
IS.  Gaelic  Bible  .  .6.6 
IS.  ■■  Testament .    2.6 

14.  Iriah  Testament     .    3.3 

FOHEIOV  BIBLES  AKD  TB8TAMBKT8. 

15.  French  Bible     ..6.8 

16.    Testament .    2.9 

17.  German  Bible  .    .     7.0 
la Testament,    2  .  9 

19.  I>utch Bible  .    .    .    7.0 

20.    Testament   .    3.9 

21.  Spanish     .    «    •    .    2«9 
29.    Portuguese    ...    2.9 

23.  Danish      .    •    .    .     2.9 

24.  Italian     ....    2.9 

bound  in  Calf. 


UL — ^agent's  weekly  report. 
This  is  simply  an  abstract,  taken  from  the  Registry,  of  dl 
proceedings  during  the  past  week.  It  should  be  presented 
on  a  sheet  of  large  paper;  and  it  will  save  much  valuable  time 
if  the  form  be  printed,  so  as  to  render  it  necessary  only  to  fill 
in  the  returns.  The  amount  received  by  the  Agent,  and  the 
names  and  address  of  all  new  contributors  to  the  society, 
should  be  transmitted  with  the  Report  If  the  Form  be 
printed  on  one  side,  it  may  be  found  sufficient;  and  the  other 
may  be  appropriated  to  those  interesting  facts  and  observa- 
tions that  confer  a  peculiar  value  on  these  documents,  which 
should  be  transmitted,  weekly,  to  the  Committee,  on  a  stated 
day,  and  preserved  by  the  Secretaries  in  a  Guard  Book,  in  a 
regular  series. 
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lint  Aflsociation  formed  on  board  the  Vigiknt,  Capt.  ScTnolda. 

SECTION  V. 

MARINE  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS  ON  BOARD  SHIPS. 

1.  Scarcely  had  the  Thames  Union  Committee  commenced 
its  labours,  when  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Phillips  perceived 
that  something  was  yet  wanted  to  complete  this  part  of  the 
aysteni.  Wiu  his  usual  acuteness,  he  beheld  the  full  extent 
to  which  the  operations  of  this  new  society  could  be  carried, 
and  the  point  at  which  its  deficiencies  would  become  obvious* 
To  supply  seamen  with  the  holy  scriptures  is  a  great  and 
good  object ;  but  to  excite  that  interest  which  shall  induce 
them  to  assist  in  supplying  themselves^  is  of  far  higher  moment. 
The  astonishing  results  of  Bible  Associations  had  begun  to 
unfold  themselves ;  the  moral  tone  of  feeling  which  they  are 
so  peculiarly  calculated  to  arouse,  had  in  sqme  degree  oeen 
developed ;  and  it  occurred  to  this  enlightened  philanthropist 
that  if  a  similar  cause  were  brought  into  operation  among 
the  wanderers  of  the  deep,  similar  eflfects  might  be  anti- 
eipated*  Under  this  impression,  he  suggested  the  idea  of 
Marine  Bible  Associations;  and  subsequently  prepared,  in 
conjunction  with  the  author,  a  Code  of  Rules  for  tneir  govern* 
ment,  «fid  an  Address  to  Ship-owners  .  and  Commanders* 
These  Regulations,  having  reecdved  the  approbation  of  the 
Parent  Committee,  were  printed  on  a  sheet,  containing  also 
the  Address,  to  Mariners,  specimens  of  the  types,  and  of  tfie  . 
mode  of  keeping  the  accounts ;  and  in  this  form,  were  circu« 
lated  generaOy  through  the  country. 

'  3.  The  JiTst  Marine  .Bible  Association  appears  to  have 
been  formed  on  board  the  ship  Figilant  of  Hull,  Francis 
Reynolds  master,  previous  to  the  publication  of  these  Rules* 
As  it  may  be  interesting  to  observe  the  mode  of  nrpce^ding 
in  this  early  commencement  of  the  system,  and  wul  afford  a 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  facility  with  which  these  little 
societies  may  be  established,  the  following  account  of  the 
transaction  cannot  with  propriety  be  withheld. 

TaocEXDixos  of  a  Meeting  keid  en' board  the  ship  FtfUani  e/HuUj  lying 
effthe  Mother  Banky  \9tk  Jufyy  1813.— 
FkAKCis  Retkolds,  Master,  in  the  Chair, 
Present,  the  Crew  of  the  said  vesseL 
*  The  crew  having  been  informed  of  the  reason  of  their  being  called  to- 
gether, namely,  to  contribute  their  mite  towards  aiding  the  f£ads  of  the 
fisitiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  the  great  work  in  whkh  it  is  engaged,— 

*         BVaOLVBO  UVAKIM0U8I.Y, — 

L  That  the  crew  of  this  veasel  do  form  themsebrcs  into  an  Association  Sk 
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the  purpoae  of  contributing  towards  the  circulation  of  the  holj  ieripturea^ 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  that  this  Amoclation  be  denominated  *  Tki  39tp 
FigHani  (o/'HuU)  BibU  Jsioeiatwn.' 

II.  That  the  members  of  this  Association,  who  are  officers  or  seamen,  do 
subscribe  twopence  per  weelc,  and  the  apprentices  one  penn/  per  week;  and 
that  they  be  debited  with  the  same  weekly  by  their  Treasurer,  the  Master.  • 

IIL  That  this  Association  be  under  the  management  of  a  Treasurer  (thcf 
master),  and  a  Committee  of  three  of  the  memberB  of  the  AssodaUon ;  riz, 
Edwttd  Kirk,  Thomas  Swann,  and  J.  Waldby,  who  shall,  if  neoeasasy^  meet, 
every  month  t  and  that  their  meetings  b^^  and  end  with  prayer. 

IV.  That  the  members  of  this  Association  have  the  privile^  of  purchas. 
ihg  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  their  own  use,  of  the  Treasurer,  at  the  re. 
duced  prices  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety. 

V.  That  the  wIMe  ^ihe/undt  ariamg  from  this  Association  be  applied  to' 
the  purpoae  as  stated  in  the  first- resolution ;  and  Uut  the  subscriptloiis  be 
transmitted,  at  the  end  of  this  present  voyage,  by  the  Treasurer  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  liondon,  as  a  dona*, 
tion  in  aid  of  their  funds  from  the  Ship  Figilani  {of  Hull)  Bible  jfstoeiaiiotu 

VI.  That  tliis  Association  do  continue  to  exist  until  the  end  or  completion 
of  this  present  voyage  to  the  Mediterranean. 

(Signed)  F.  Eetxoi.D8,  Oktnrmtm^* 

S.  TheCommanderf  of  the  King's  Packets  on  the  Falmootb 
itatton  were  the  next  in  tins  work  of  benevolence*  The 
03caniide  was  set  by  Captain  FuaaSi  of  the  Chesterftsld, 
6n  a  Toyage  to  Surinam ;  and  the  Assodatibn  was  formed  od 
Christina»<day  1814.  As  die  Rules  had  not  then  been  pub* 
lisked^  Captain  Fnrae  drew  up  a  paper  dediaratory  of  the 
cUect^  and  invited  his  officers  and  crew  to  subscribe,  if  they 
feut  inclined*  This  they  cheerfully  agreed  to  do  x  and  the 
eaptain  having  fli^st  entered  his  own  name,  twenty-four  others 
were  speedily  enrolled  at  one  penny  per  week  each ;  Ae 
money  being  deducted  from  the  wages  of  the  men*  The 
amount  paid  to  the  Falmouth  Bible  Society  was  4il.  IBs.  £dLj 
a^d  the  crew  were  supplied  with  twenty-five  BiUes.  On  thi( 
18th  of  August  181^,  a  similar  association  was  formed  oii 
board  the  Swiftsubjs  Padcet^  Captain  Peterson,  on  f| 
voyage  to  the  Brazils.  As  this  ship  was  well  supplied  with 
Bibles,  the  contributions,  amounting  to  4d.  2s.  8d»,  were  prin« 
cipsXlyfree,  only  two  Bibles  having  been  required.  Capt  P, 
having  taken  the  command  of  the  Speedy  Packet  in  1816,  a 
Marine  Bible  Association  was  established  on  board  that 
vessel ;  and  the  sum  of  SL  14^.  7}^  was  collected,  and  pre* 
sented  to  the  Falmouth  Bible  Society  as  a  free  gift.  Bom  of 
these  Commanders  bear  testimony  to  the  attention  with  which 
many  of  the  men  read  their  Bibles,  and  the  gratifying  manner 
in  wnich  they  appeared  to  appreciate  this  inestimable  bless* 
ing.  It  is  probable  that  many  other  Marine  Associations 
have  been  established  on  board  other  ships,  of  which  no  pav- 
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ticulars  have  transpired :  but  it  cannot  be  denied^  that  this 
important  and  interesting  subject  has  not  yet  received  that 
degree  of  attention  to  which  it  is  eminently  entitled*  If  the 
Committees  and  other  friends  of  Ausdliarv  and  Branch 
Societies,  at  the  different  sea^ports,  exerted  uiemselvesy  and 
formed  Sub-Committees  for  this  express  purpose,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  system  would  be  generally  adopted*  The 
following  suggestions  will  be  found  to  contain  every  requisite 
information  relative  to  the  design. 

4*  Bmlet  rteammended  fvr  JdtqUion  by  the  Crm  0/  «i^  Ship  iakrmu  tf 

forming  m  Bible  Jsspciation, 

1.  That  we  form  oarselrea  iota  an  Aasociation,  for  the  purpose  of  coatri* 
buting  toward  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  without  note  or  conw 
ment;  and  that  it  be  called  ^  The  Bible  Association  of  the  ship  -^— » 
Captain .". 

2.  That  each  member  of  this  Association  subscribe  not  less  than  one 
penny  per  week. 

8.  That  jt.  B.  be  President,  C  D.  Treasurer,  and  E.  F.  Secretaiy  of 
tUs  Alwonstioii* 

4.  That,  <m  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  any  port  where  a  Bible  Society  is 
established,  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  state  the  amount  in  hia  bands ; 
and  the  whole,  or  such  part  as  the  subscribers  shall  direct,  shall  be  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures,  at  prime  cost,  from  the 
depository  of  such  society. 

5.  That  the  descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  purchased  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  subscribers* 

6.  That  it  be  optional  with  Hie  subscribers  to  iN^te  ny  part  of  then:  ftindt 
occasionally  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  x 
the  money  so  voted  to  be  paid  to  the  Committee  of  the  Bible  Sodety  at 
aoy  pqprt  where  the  ship  may  touch,  specifying  the  name  of  such  ship  and 
Captain. 

7.  That  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by  the  President,  Se- 
cretary, and  two  other  subscribers. 

8.  That  three  subscribers  shall  be  appointed  to  examine,  approve,  and 
ngn  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  previously  to  the  General  Beport,  and  also 
before  any  considerable  payment  is  made  out  of  the  funds. 

9i  That  the  Secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  .all  the  pioceedings  oC  the 
Association,  and  shaH,  in  oonnexion  with  the  President  or  Treasurer,  drair 
up,  at  least  o&oe  a-year,  a  Report,  to  be  read  puUickly  to  the  subscribers  s 
which  Beport  shall  specify  Uie  amount  of  money  received  and  paid,  the 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sold,  and  also  of  those  given,  with  any 
interestinff  fiicts  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association ;  a  copy 
of  which  lleport  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  any  Bible  Society 
on  shore  which  the  subscribers  may  think  proper. 


5. — OBSERVATIONS. 

l8t  Rule. — If  it  be  the  wish  of  the  subscribers,  the  Association 
may  be  united  to  the  Bible  Society  of  the  town  or  port  to  which 
the  ship  belongs.  In  this  ca*»  the  following  words  should  be 
Bdded  to  this  Rule  **  in  connexion  with  die  .■  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Society.'* 
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'2d  Rule — The  subscriptions  may  be  paid  either  by  the  men 
themselves,  or  the  master  may  be  authorised  to  deduct  it  from 
their  wages. 

8d  Kule— On  board  large  ships,  the  Captain  should  be  solicited 
to  become  President;  the  chief  officer.  Treasurer;  and  one  of  the 
subordinate  officers.  Secretary*  On  board  small  vessels,  the.  master 
may  (ill  all  those  offices  himself;  or  he  may  act  as  President  and 
Treasurer;  and  the  mate,  or  a  seaman  properly  qualified,  may  act  as 
Secretary. 

4th  Rule. — Tn  the  case  here  alluded  to,  k  written  order  should  be 
sent  for  the  Bibles  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Society,  whose  address  can  easily  be  obtained;  and  a 
supply  of  Reports,  Monthly  Extracts,  &c.  should  be  requested,  for 
the  information  of  the  crew,  who  would  thus  be  furnished  with 
interesting  matter  for  reflection  and  conversation  during  their  next 
Toyage. 

5th  Rule. — It  has  been  found  that  the  Minion  and  Nonpareil 
Bibles  and  Brevier  Testaments  are  best  calculated  for  the  use  of 
seamen.  But  if  they  are  bound  to  a  foreign  port,  great  advantage 
may  be  derived  from  their  ordering  a  few  copies  in  the  language 
of  the  country  they  are  about  to  visit,  for  sale  or  gratuitous  distri- 
bution, at  their  own  option. 

6th  Rule. — The  first  object  of  a  Marine  Bible  Association  should 
be,  the  supply  of  the  crew:  when  this  is  attained,  the  destitute 
state  of  millions  of  their  fellow- creatures  maybe  properly  urged  on 
their  attention.  If  the  Association  wish  to  remit  the  money  direct  - 
to  the  Parent  Society,  a  banker's  bill  should  be  inclosed  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Tarn^  10,  Earl  Street^  London,  with  a  few  lines  specifying  the 
name  of  the  ship  and  master. 

7th  Rule. — In  small  ships,  if  the  Captain  act  as  President,  Trea- 
surer, and  Secretary,  this  order  shoulu  be  signed  by  three  of  the 
subscribers. 

8th  Rule, — ^The  object  of  this  Rule  is,  to  prevent  a  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  subscriber  as  to  the  regular  and  correct  appropriation 
of  the  funds. 

9th  Rule. — The  Secretary  should  provide  himself  with  a  Minute 
Book,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  heads  of  any  interesting 
results,  either  on  board,  or  m  reference  so  the  sale  or  gift  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  in  foreign  countries.  The  account  of  receipts 
and  expenditure  should  be  clearly  detailed ;  and  no  unnecessary 
delay  should  occur  in  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Report  to  the 
Bible  Society,  selected  by  the  subscribers. 

&  On  board  large  ships,  it  will  be  found  conducive  to  regu- 
larity and  correctness  to  have  three  books ;  viz. 

I.  The  Minute  Book.  This  book  is  of  quarto  size,  con- 
taining idx)ut  fifty  leaves,  and  is  kept  by  the  Secretary.  The 
following  Specimen  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  mode  of 
making  the  entries* 
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Speoimea  of  the  Minute  Book. 

^  5tb  January,  18tD. 
sup,  Lord  Teignmouth,  Captain  Alexander,  lying  in  the  Cove  of  Cork 
The  Captain  having  circulated  some  Reports  and  Papers  concerning  the 
Bible  Sbciety,  among  the  8hip*8  company,  on  the  Ist  instant,  all  hands  were 
mustered  this  day,  and  he  proposed  to  them  to  form  a  Bible  Association. 
This  being  unanimously  approved  of^  it  was  Resolved,  that  the  following  be 
the  Rules  and  Regulations:— 

[Here  eoptt  the  Ruin  at  itueried  in  the  fourth  division  of  this  Section.] 

19th  January.— This  day  the  subacribers  were  called  together;  and  the 
Treasurer  reported,  that  he  had  7^  14«*  in  hand ;  when  it  was  resolved  una- 
nimously to  ky  out  part  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  the  foUo¥dng  Bibles  and 
Testaments;  viz. 

6  Minion  Bibles at  6«.  3d. . 

6  Nonpareil  ditto 4f.  44<.  . 

10  Brevier  Testaments,  calf.  .  «  3«.  4d. 
6  Spanish  ditto  ....  ditto  .  .  8«.  9d. 
6  Portuguese  ditto  .  •  ditto  .  »  9$»  Bd. 

£.5.19.   4 

which  I  accordingly  received  from  the  Depositary  of  the  Cork  Bible  Societf> 
with  a  bill  and  receipt  for  the  amount. 

S4th  March.— At  anchor,  off  Funchal,  Madeira. 
A  Portuguese  Friar  came  on  board ;  and  seeing  one  of  the  Testaments, 
b^ged  hard  for  a  copy,  offering  to  pay  any  price  the  captain  asked :  he  was 
t(dd  what  it  cost,  and  gladly  paid  down  the  money.  In  the  evening  two 
other  friars  came,  and  wished  to  buy  copies ;  but  as  we  had  so  few,  we  only 
let  them  have  one  more  at  cost  price.  They  seemed  rejoiced  to  get  even 
this  one,  and  begged  we  would  bring  out  more,  if  we  ever,  made  the  voyage 
agun.  It  would  be  a  happy  thing  if  sailors  thoueht  more  of  the  BiUe 
themselves,  and  then  they  would  ^ink  more  of  givmg  it  to  othera. 

Sd  May.-»Rio  Janeiro. 
*Tis  a  great  pity  we  did  not  bring  out  more  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Tes- 
taments, as  we  could  sell  hundreds  of  copies  here  at  the  cost  prices.  This 
day  we  voted  one  gratuitously  to  a  poor  Spanish  sailor,  who  had  been  a 
prisoner  m  England  during  the  war ;  and  who  told  us,  with  tears,  that  he  had 
never  forgotten  the  comfort  he  derived  from  the  Testament  given  to  him 
at  that  time,  but  which  he  lost  when  diipwrecked  on  his  voyage  to  Spain. 

4th  May.*-Mr.  BellarmOf  one  of  the  consignees  of  the  cargo,  came  on 
board;  and  understanding  the  plan  of  our  Bible  Association,  gave  us  a  dona- 
tion of  one  guinea,  and  ^ered  to  take  aU  our  stock  of  Spanish  and  Portu* 
iiese  Testaments  at  cost  prices,  to  distribute  among  deserving  poor  peopla» 
'his  was  cheerfidly  agreed  to,  and  they  were  delivered  aocor£ngly. 

17  th  August— At  anchor  in  Stromness  Harbour,  Orkney. 

The  captain  brought  a  gentleman  from  shore,  who  had  just  received  a 
packet  of  books  and  papers  from  London.  All  hands  were  called  on  deck ; 
and  he  gave  us  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  at  home  and  abroad,  and  dStributed  some-  of  the  papers 
among  the  crew.  He  then  told  us  the  following  anecdote,  whiclr  was  the 
more  interesting,  as  the  place  where  we  lay  was  Uie  spot  where  the  circum- 
stance occurred:-.- 

*  Last  year,'  said  he,  ^  a  vessel  fkom  Stodcfaolm,  in  Sweden,  wss  driven 
upon  our  coast  in  a  tremendous  sale,  and  became  a  total  wreck,  situated  so 
that  no  human  aid  could  possibly  be  administered  for  the  preservation  of 
Uie  crew.  In  a  short  time  after  the  vessel  struck,  she  went  to  pieces* 
The  spectators  on  shore  beheld  with  pungent  grief  the  awfU  attuatioii  oC 
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Anecdote  of  a  Swedish  Sulor.^-Specfaiieii  of  the  Bible  Book. 

thoee  on  boezd;  but  those  on  shore  could  render  no  assistance.  AU  on 
board  perished,  except  one  man ;  and  he  was  driTon  by  the  mercfless  waves, 
upon  a  piece  of  the  wreck,  entwined  amongst  the  ropes  attached  to  the  mast. 
Half -naked  and  kalf-drownedy  he  reached  the  shore,  and  was  disengaged  bj 
the  spectators  from  his  heart-rending  situation.  As  soon  as  they  rescued 
him,  they  observed  a  small  parcel  tied  firmly  round  his  waist  with  a  hand- 
kerchie£  Some  concluded  it  was  his  money ;  others,  it  was  the  8hip*s 
papers  ;  and  others  said  it  was  his  watch.  The  handkerchief  was  unloosed ; 
and  to  their  surprise  and  astonishment,  it  was  his  Bible — a  Bible  given  to 
tiie  kd*s  &ther  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Upon  the 
blank  leaf  was  a  prayer  written.  That  the  Lord  might  make  the  present 
gift  the  means  of  saving  lus  son*s  souL  Upon  the  other  blank  leaf  was  ' 
an  account  how  the  Bible  came  into  the  old  man's  hands ;  and  that  gratitude 
to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  which  inspires  the  heart  of  every 

[This  book  is  of  octavo  siae. 
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?• OBSKRVATION8.. 

I.  On  board  «inall  vessels^  where  the  duties  of  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  are  discharged  by  the  same  individual,  one  book  may 
suffice  for  all  purposes.  In  such  cases,  one  half  of  the  leaves  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  Minutes,  and  the  other  half  be  ruled  accord- 
ing to  the  specimens  for  the  Cash  and  Bible  Accounts. 

II.  The  numbers  prefixed  to  the  subscribers*  names  In  the  Cash 
Book  (Specimen,  No.  I.)  should  be  continued  uninterruptedly.  Tlius 
the  last  entry  will  always  shew  the  total  number  of  contributors 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Association. 

III.  The  entries  of  all  receipts  and  payments,  and  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  received  and  delivered,  should  be  made  at  the  time,  and 
thus  the  risk  of  error  will  be  materially  dimim'sbed. 

IV.  At  the  close  of  every  year,  the  names  of  these  suscribers  who 
continae  their  contributions,  should  be  transferred  to  the  next 
bkmk  page  of  the  Cash  Book,  with  the  amounte  which  they  have 
respeetiTely  paid  since  the  last  Jmnual  Report  was  presented. 
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Specimen  of  the  Bible  Bck^. 


CSaiatian,  was  imdiaguiaedlj  written  by  the  old  man.  The  request  wts,  that 
the  son  should  make  it  the  man  of  his  counsel ;  and  it  stated,  that  he  coiild 
not  allow  his  son  to  depart  from  home  without  giving  him  the  best  pledge  of 
his  love— a  Bible,  although  that  gift  deprived  the  other  parts  of  the  fimmy^f 
this  invaluable  blessing.  The  Bible  hose  evident  marks  of  being  often  nad.'^ 
The  Treasurer  presented  a  report  of  the  funds  of  the  Association;  and  it 
was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  5/.  13f.  I  lif.,  being  the  balance  in 
hand,  should  be  remitted  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Hull  Auxiliaiy  Society,  for  the 
general  olject  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  Report,  this  day  read  to  the  subscribers,  should  be  signed  by  tho 
Treasurer  and  Secret^oy,  and  sent  to  the  said  Auziliaxy  Society.*' 


•  This 


his  anecdote  was  related  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  Bible 
',  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  of  Orkney,  ^o  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene. 
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V.  Every  subscriber  who  has  paid  up  the  cost  price  should  bo 
immediately  supplied  with  the  Bible  or  Testament  which  he  has 
selected ;  but  no  gratuitous  grant  should  be  made  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  subscribers  at  large. 

VI.  On  board  a  ship  belonging  to  the  port  of  London,  a  Bible 
Association  was  formed  in  the  year  1817,  comprising  thirty-two 
individuals.  Shortly  after  its  formation,  those  of  the  crew  who  were 
destitute  received  Bibles  and  Testaments;  and  the  immediate  effect 
of  their  perusal  and  of  reflection  was,  a  resolution  to  levy  a  fine  of 
sixpence,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Association,  on  every  seaman 
who  uttered  an  oath  or  a  profane  expression.  This  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  all  the  sailors  3  and  every  man  who  subse- 
quently entered  was  invited  to  sign  the  agreement.  In  one  instance 
only,  during  a  period  of  eleven  months,  was  it  found  necessary  to 
enforce  this  fine.  Were  a  similar  plan  generally  and  spontaneously 
adopted,  the  character  of  British  seamen  would  speedily  be.  ele- 
vated in  the  opinion  of  those  whose  esteem  is  most  valuable.  ' 
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AMociations  ba^e  contributed  largely.— AbiUtj  of  Seamen  to  co-operate^ 


SECTION  VL 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

In-  subflaittfng  a  few  observations  which  naturally  arise  out 
of  the  preceding  details,  the  author  is  painfully  sensible  that 
his  views  may  not  altogether  accord  with  those  of  some 
highly-valued  friends ;  but  as  it  is  his  avowed  design  to  offer 
such  suggestions  as  appear  to  him  calculated  to  improve  the 
systein,  those  friends  will  at  least  do  justice  to  his  motives. 

L  Of  the  great  importance  of  exciting  and  encouraging  in 
seamen  an  interest  in  the  possession  and  universal  circulation 
of  the  holy  scriptures,  there  cannot  be  a  second  opinion 
amonff  the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society.  And  as  it  has  beein 
abuncuintly  proved,  that  Associations  on  board  ships  are  the 
most  effectual  means  by  which  this  interest  is  produced,  it 
follows,  that  every  Marine  Bible  Society  should  be  so  consti- 
tuted as  to  promote  their  establishment  and  extension. 

2.  It  should  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  Bible  Associa* 
tions,  that  they  shall  at  least  support  themselves,  if  they  do 
not  contribute  to  the  funds  of^  the  Parent  Society ;  and  in 
numerous  instances  they  have,  highly  to  their  ^rsise,  Jiberally 
supported  the  foreign  objects  of  tiie  institution.  This  prin-' 
ciple  is  practically  applied  throughout  the  kingdom:  its 
operations  are  beheld  in  the  crowded  lanes  and  alleys  of  ^ 
metropolis ;  among  the  dense  population  of  our  manufacturing 
districts;  and  in  me  scattei^d  cottages  of  our  peasantry :  but, 
hitherto,  it  has  scarcely  been  called  into  exercise  in  reference 
to  our  seamen ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  an  adequate 
reason  for  this  remarkable  exception.  In  the  former  cases, 
the  earnings  of  the  labourer  or  mechanic  are  appropriated 
to  the  purchase  of  tiie  daily  bread  for  himself  and  his  family: 
in  the  latter,  the  sailor  is  provided  with  that  bread  by  his 
employer,  and  his  wages  are,  comparatively,  clear  gain.  The 
abuiiy  to  subscribe  which  a  seamen  possesses,  is,  in  general^ 
far  superior  to  that  enjoyed  bv  the  great  mass  of  our  labour- 
io^  population.  It  is  therefore  submitted,  that  the  same 
prmcipte  which  governs  the  society  in  repect  to  the  latter^ 
should  be  applied  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  its  do- 
mestic operations. 

3.  It  affords  matter  for  serious  reflection,  whether  Marine 
Bible  Societies,  and  especially  Associations,  may  not  be  made 
the  principal  instrument  of  effecting  a  change  in  the  habits 
and  character  of  our  seamen.  Proverbially  careless  and  pro* 
fligate,  and  having  every  necessary  provision  and  conubrt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SECT.  TT.]  '        OSNERAL  REMARKS.  S87 

and  importance  of  encounging  them. 

abundantly  supplied,  they  require  to  be  taught  the  y^ne  of 
money,  as  the  means  of  attaining  future  independence.  Let 
the  regbters  of- our  savings  banks  be  examined,  and  it  will 
appear  that  the  deposit  of  a  sailer  is  a  raw-and  remarkable 
oecurrence  ;*-'but  let  the  haunts  of  profligacy  and  vice  be 
surveyed,  and  his  ability  to  lay  bv  a  portion  of  his  wages  will 
cease  to  be  a  matter  of  cfoubt  The  question  then  is.  Whether 
you  do  not,  by  giving  hSm  that  wiMcn  he  has  the  power  to 
purchase^  diminish  the  value  of  what  you  bestow,  and  confirm 
rather  than  counteract  the  influence  of  habit? 

.  4,  But  considerations  of  infinitely  higher  moment  are  iiH 
vol?ed.  Every  observation  submitted  in  the  preceding  chap« 
ter%  with  regard  to  the  tendency  of  Bible  Associations  4o 
purify  and  efevate  the  tone  of  moral  feeling,  and  to  awaken 
the  benevolent  principle,  anplies  with  increased  force  to  sea^ 
men.  The  very  nature  of  their  occupation  furnishes  an  argu* 
ment  to  strengthen  the  appeal  Every  region  they  visit  sup« 
plies  a  claim  on  their  sjrmpathv  and  kindness.  But  to  excite 
and  cherish  the  inclinaiicn  to  do  good,  they  must  be  told  horn 
it  can  be  effected,  and  instructed  in  the  mode  of  proceedmg» 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  a  Marine  j^ib^ 
Society. 

5.  The  experience  of  several  years  justifies  the  assertion^ 
that  the  graluiious  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  at  home  ia 
neither  necessary  nor  prudent.  A  ceneral  desire,  not  only  to 
possess,  but  to  assist  in  disseminating  the  sacred  records,  ia 
rapidly  increasing  throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  there  eannot 
be  a  doubt,  that,  by  the  adoption  of  proper  measures,  our 
seamen  will  participate  in  this  feeling,  and  tnanifest  a  similar 
^esire  to  leave  the  funds  of  the  Parent  Society  free,  for  those 
great  and  extended  objects  of  foreign  usefulness  which  are 
daily  assuming  a  more  important  aspect. 

6.  It  is  respectfully  submitted,  that  the  instances  already 
adduced  confirm  the  justice  of  those  remarks,  and  illustrate 
their  tendency.  But  in  order  to  place  the  subject  in  a  more 
clear  and  practical  point  of  view,  the  following  recapitulation 
seems  necessary:— 

I.  ITie  WTUlbvt  Hully  and  Aherdeen  Societies, "^  ^,-,-|  ojui^  ^ 
collectivery  ha^^^^  the  cost  prices,  rTUtamenU* 
and  distributed  by  sale J    *^»*'*^«^"«*' 

Remitted,  for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent}    r»  n  «    q    « 
institution,  a  surplus  balance  of j-  *..  lia  .  y  .  » 

And  already  report  the  establishment  of  Twenty-five  Bilk 
Associations  on  board  the  ships  visited  by  them. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^SflS^         MARINE  BIBLE  tOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS*     [CKAP.  ▼  . 

Compuative  results.— Marine  Bible  Sodeties  established  in  America* 

'  II.  The  London  Merchant- Seamen's  Society  has  I  9100  Bibles  ft 
distributed  graiuilously |    Testaments. 

BysaU ; 3053  ditto. 

f       Seceweifnm  ike  Pareni  Society ^  by  the  reftUs-^ 

ston  of  the  balance  due  to  that  institution  >  £>1500. 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments J 

And  has  not  yet  reported  the  establishment  of  any  BiUe 
<  Associatimis  on  board  the  ships  visited.. 

'  7.  In  submitting  this  comparative  statement,  it  is  &r  front 
die  author's  design  to  infer  that  the  Committee  of  the  Mer- 
chant-Seamen's Society  have  been  remiss,  in  the  discharge  of 
Ae  iinportant  duties  confided  to  them.  In  their  Annual  Re- 
part  for  1820,  they  express,  in  strong  terms,  '^  the  r^^t  and 
disappointment  they  have  felt  at  the  backwardness  which  h«s 
been  shewn  by  the  merchants  and  ship-owners  m  seneral  to 
{Promote  the  society's  objects,  notwimstanding  alT  possible 
means  had  been  adopted  to  endeavour  to  awaken  the  interest, 
and  obtain  the  countenance  of  this  respectable  and  opulent 
tlass  of  society.**  And  it  appears,  by  a  comparison  of  that 
Report  with  the  statement  submitted  to  the  annual  meeting  in 
1819,  that  a  material  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the 
mode  of  distribution;  the  proportion  of  gratuitous  grants  to 
fal^s,  during  the  first  year,  being  as  nine  to  one,  but  in  the 
second  as  four  to  one.  That  this  improvement  has  been  pro^ 
gressive  during  the  third  yei^,  the  comparative  statement 
given  in  the  preceding  division  of  this  section  affords  a  grati- 
fying evidence*  Still  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  even  the 
present  state  of  this  society  is  not  such  as  becomes  the  metro- 
|>olis  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  first  mercantile  sea-port 
of  the  world.  If  there  be  any  defects  in  its  constitution,  the 
dtndour,  the  talents,  and  the  piety  of  those  who  superintend 
its  executive  details,  .a£Pord  the  best  pledge  that  they  will  be 
remedied :  but  it  depends  on  the  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
.underwriters  of  London,  whether  this  important  institution 
^hall  assume  the  high  and  dbtinguished  rank  to  which  it  is  so 
jeminently  entitled. 

8.  In  no  part  of  the  world  has  the  importance  of  Marine 
Bible  Societies  been  more  sensibly  felt,  than  in  the  United 
iStates  of  America.  Second  only  to  Great  Britain  in  'ihe 
extent  of  her  mercantile  navy,  that  country  manifested,  at  an 
early  period,  a  cordial  interest  in  a  design  so  peculiarly  cal- 
eulated  to  elevate  the  inoral  character  of  her  seamen.  In  the 
spring  of  1816,  a  Marii:^' Association  was  established  at  Pbila- 
oelphiAi  countenanced  and  supported  by  the  merchants  o£ 
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Beneficial  Besults  of  Marine  AssociatiaDS. 


that  city.  This  example  was  speedily  followed  by  New  York^ 
Ckarlesiorif  and  Neivhaven ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  , 
.that  it  will  gradually  extend  to  every  sea-port  of  the  American 
Union.  The  Annual  Reports  of  diese  societies,  aiid  of  the 
local  institutions  with  which  they  are  respectively  connected^ 
afford  the  most  gratifying  testimonies  of  their  beneficial 
effects.  Of  these,  the  folbwing  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
interest : — 

**  The  Chaplain  at  the  navy-jaTd,  after  circulating  among  the  crew  of  the 
Mmnut  sloop  of  war  some  copies  of  the  First  Report  of  the  society,  and  ex- 
hibiting to  them  the  importance  of  possessing  the  holy  scriptures,  received 
the  folbwing  address,  which  he  inclosed  to  the  Secretary  in  a  letter,  wherein 
he  remarks :— ^  Judge  for  yourself;  for  I  have  not  language  to  express,  what 
must  have  been  the  state  of  my  feelings,  when  the  mdosed  paper  was  put 
into  my  hands  this  day.  I  have  ascertained  that  it  was  written,  withcnft 
.any  assistance,  by  a  common  seaman  :— 
*  To  ihes  Rev,  John  Ireland— 

*  We  the  subscribers,  fully  impressed  with  the'  importance  of  the  truths 
promulgated  by  you,  kind  sir,  to  the  crew  of  the  Hornet  this  day,  are  de^ 
'Sirous  of  uniting  with  our  Christian  brethren  in  the  dispersion  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jhat  Jbsus  to  whom  we  all  look  as  our  common  Saviour;  and  for  that 
]mrpose  (with  our  grateful  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind  attention),  do  agree 
to  dlow,  out  of  our  monthly  pay*  the  mites,  i^xed  to  our  respective  nameii, 
to  the  Bible  Marine  Society,  in  support  of  so  generous,  so  worthy,  and  so 
charitable  an  institution. 

*  New  York,  Feb.  1,  1818.' 

^  This  was  ugned  by  fifty  of  the  crew.  The  sums  affixed  to  their  nam« 
were  £h)m  six  cents,  to  one  dollar  a  month ;  the  whole  amounting,  during  the 
two  years  for  which  they  subscribed,  to  about  two  hundred  dollars.  This 
being  communicated  to  the  Board,  they  immediately  passed  a  resolution 
expressive  of  their  high  approbation  of  this  truly  generous  and  praiseworthy 
conduct ;  and,  as  a  iestimony  of  their  regard,  presented  to  each  of  the  men  a 
Bible.  The  purser  of  the  Hornet  agreeing  to  deduct  from  their  wages  the 
sums  subscribed,  they  received  their  certificates  of  membership.  When  the 
resolution  was  communicated,  several  of  the  crew  became  members  for  life.** 

*'  A  short  time  since,  a  seaman  called  on  one  of  the  managers,  and  promed 
iving  a  dollar  to  the  Marine  Bible  Society.     He  observed,  that  after  the 

ible  was  put  on  board  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed,  his  companions,  instead 
of  assembUng  together  to  gamble  and  drink,  as  they  formerly  had  done, 
would  surround  any  one  who  was  disposed  to  reail  the  Bible,  and  listen  to  the 
instructions  of  heavenly  wisdom." 

*'  A  ship  from  this  port  received  at  Canton  a  Bible  from  another  ship 
lielonging  to  this  country.  The  crew,  consisting  of  about  thirty,  began  to 
read  it,  and  soon  became  dissatisfied  with  their  former  mode  of  spending 
their  leisure  hours.  They  destroyed  a  pack  of  cards  which  was  on  board  ; 
and,  during  their  voyage  home,  frequently  assembled  to  read  the  ^iUe^ 
Not  satisfied  with  one  copy,  they  resolved,  that,  should  they  arrive  in  New 
York,  they  would  have  Bibles  of  their  own.  Several  of  these  men  have 
Joined  the  society.'* 

The  Committee  of  the  New- York  Marine  Bible  Society,  from 
whose  Second  Annual  Report  the  preceding  Extracts  are  taken« 
pointedly  observe !— ^<  Of  the  Bibles  distributed  by  this  Society,  ire 

z2 
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do  sot  know  of  a  single  instance  of  improper  usage :  but  we  know 
of  many  in  which  the  most  happy  effects  have  been  produced." 

In  the  same  Report,  a  remark  is  offered^  which  well  de- 
serves the  serious  consideration,  not  only  of  the  Committees 
of  Marine.  Bible  Societies,  but. of  every  individual  connected 
with  shipping,  who  rightly  appreciates  his  own  interest  :— 

^  We  miut  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  suggest  to  merchants, 
diip^TPniers,  and  captains,  who  are  desirous  of  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  seamen,  the  importance  of  giving  a  pre&renoe  to  Uiose  men  who  axe 
members  of  this  society,  a  list  of  whom  maj  always  be  found  at  the  depo- 
sitoiy.  Seamen,  in  order  to  be  benefitted  in  this  waj,  must  report  theit 
names  at  the  depositoxy,  whenever  thej  come  in  from  sea,  or  are  in  want  of 
employment*' 

The  following  letter  from  Captain  TVl  B.  Osman^  of  the  ship 
Pacific,  was  transmitted,  in  the  autumn  of  1817,  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Philadelphia  Marine  Society,  with  a  box  of 
Chinese  silks ;  and  kolds  out  an  example  worthy  of  general 
imitation:— 

^^  Sir— On  my  departure  far  Canton,  last  year,  you  did  me  the  fitvour  of 
placing  in  my  hands  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Holj  Bible,  for  the  purpose 
ef  distribution.  I  have  now  the  satis&ction  to  inform  jou,  that,  in  eveiy 
inatance,  they  have  been  received  with  emotions  of  joy  and  gratitude. 

*'*'  Highly  iqypreciating  the  objects  of  jour  institution,  while  at  Canton,  I 
orinnated,  among  our  countrymen  there,  a  subscription  in  aid  of  your  fiinds^ 
and  feel  much  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  the  result.  One  hundred 
doUara  were  paid  to  me  at  Canton,  and  seventy  doUan  subscribed  payable 
ia  Philadelphia.  Believing  that  the  interest  of  the  society  would  be  pro. 
moted  by  the  measure,  I  invested  the  hundred  dollars  in  Canton  goodft ; 
which,  together  with  the  original  book  of  subscription,  and  thirty  dollars 
since  collected,  I  now  commit  to  your  care,  with  my  warmest  wishes  for  the 
prosperity  and  usefiilness  of  your  assodation.  If  this  humble  effort  to  sub- 
serve the  cause  of  religion  and  truth  should  meet  your  a|^robat!on,  I  shall 
be  amply  rewarded*  W.  B.  OSMAN.'* 

9.  In  the  year  1818,  a  Marine  Bible  Association  was  formed 
in  the  city  of  Stockholm,  which  distributed,  within  the  first 
Tear,  nearly  three  hundred  New  Testaments  to  the  seamen 
belonging  to  the  squadron  in  ordinary  at  that  port.  **  But 
(observe  the  Committee)  there  are  still  three  hundred  more 
marines,  and  seven  hundred  enroUed  seamen,  who  are  looking 
up  to  your  Committee  to  fulfil  their  hopes,  which  have  been 
so  long  deferred :  the  intention  is,  to  give  each  of  them  a  New 
Testament  in  duodecimo,  that  it  may  be  carried  either  in  theit 
knapsacks  or  tearchests,  when  ordered  upon  duty.*' 

*^  Eternity's  vast  ocean  lies  before  us. 
Give  the  mind  sea-room ;  keep  it  wide  of  earth. 
That  rock  of  souls  immortal ;  cut  the  cord, 
Wei^  anchor,  spread  the  saila,  call  every  wind, 
£ye  the  great  Pole  Star— make  the  i.avb  of  lifi  t^ 
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Thts  appears  to  be  the  most  suitable  place  for  introducing 
a  brief  sketch  of  an  institution^  which  holds  a  kind  of  inter- 
mediate rank  between  Marine  Bible  Societies  and  those  of  a 
more  general  description.  The  establishment  referred  to  was 
formed  at  Paddington,  on  the  20th  of  March  1816,  and  was 
designated  "  The  Grand  Junction  and  General  Canal 
Bible  Association,**  under  the  distinguished  patronage  of 
the  Bishops  of  Durham,  Norwich,  and  Gloucester  ^  and  con- 
ducted by  a  President,  Treasurer,  three  Secretaries^  and  a 
Committee  consisting  of  thirty-three  other  gentlemen.  *  The 
object  of  this  Association  was  defined  in  an  Address,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract:-— 

^  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigating  the  boats  on  the  Gnmd 
Junction  and  other  canals,  is  estimated  at  about  6000 :  including  their  wives 
and  fiunilies,  the  number  is  probablj  not  less  than  20,000.  These  may  be 
■■id  slmost  to  i»e  upon  the  water ;  and,  by  the  peculiar  nature  of  thebr 
occupation,  are  precluded  all  opportunity  of  attending  public  worship  on  the 
■obbath-day.  For  this  deprivation,  no  remedy  offers  itself,  equi4  to  that  of 
fkroviding  them  with  copies  of  the  holy  scriptures.  The  Bible  is  the  word 
of  life ;— it  is  the  Christian's  grand  charter ;  it  is  his  guide  through  a  world 
of  sorrow  to  a  world  of  happiness ;  it  is  the  rich  man*s  best  treasure;  the 
poor  man's  best  friend.  The  olgect  of  this  institution  is  therefore  to  supply 
these  people  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  cost  or  reduced  prices.  The 
experiment  has  already  been  made  $  and  the  proposal  has  been  most  cordially 
and  gratefully  received :  many  Bibles  and  Testaments  hare  been  eagerly 
pardEueA;  and  there  appears,  on  inquiry,  a  greet  and  incretdng  dsaiie  te 
ithe  WocdofGojk" 


On  the  establishment  of  this  sodety^  a  pant  of  three 
hundred  Bibles  and  Testaments  was  immediately  made  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Institution,  of  which  the  major 
proportion  were  speedily  and  gratefully  purchased  by  tfie 
iMMttmen.  In  the  spring  of  181^  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
unite  this  association  to  the  North-West  London  Auxiliary 
Sodetyi  a  measure  which  has  been  attended  with  verv  con* 
siderable  advantage.  As  the  constitution  of  this  soaety  is 
precisely  similar  to  that  of  other  associations, — ^although  its 
object,  as  already  observed,  is  restricted  to  the  supply  of  the 
cimal  boatmen  and  their  famities, — it  is  only  necessary  to  add 
the  following  summary  of  its  results : — 

Total  Amount  paid  to  the  Auxiliary  Society  .  •  C.  45  .  0  .  10 

Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  .  •  426. 

Nor  has  the  progress  of  this  littie  Association  been  imaccom- 
panied  by  diose  collateral  benefits  which  never  fiul  to  follow 
the  establishment  of  Bible  Societies.  At  an  earlyjperiod  after 
its  formation,  a  ^  Canal  Schoor  was  instituted  at  Pad^ugton^ 
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for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  boatmen ;  in  reference 
to  whom  the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  observe  :^ 

^*  Tbcfre  are  already  more  than  150  children,  lately  running  about  the 
wharfi  in  idleness  and  ignorance,  but  now  making  a  progress  in  reading  and 
writing,  and  espedallj  m  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  which  has  been  truly 
gratifying  and  surprising  to  all  who  have  attended  in  order  to  examine  them. 
It  is  but  a  just  tribute  to  a  humble  and  worthy  indiridual,  to  state,  that  this 
school  owed  its  commencement  to  the  zeal  and  benevolence  of  a  gtniUman* 
mrvoHty  who  had  frequently  witnessed  with  r^pret  the  ignorance  of  these 
boatmen's  children,  and  which  induced  him  modestly  to  exert  what  influence 
he  possessed  with  others  in  their  behalf,  in  which  he  succeeded  beyond  his 
most  ardent  expectation.  It  should  also  be  subjoined,  as  a  fidr  addition  te 
this  sketch,  that,  besides  certain  small  donations,  this  individual  has  tendered 
his  name  as  a  subscriber  of  not  less  than  a  guinea  a  year.'* 

In  reference  to  this  particular  subject,  it  would  be  unjust 
to  omit  an  allusion  to  the  exemplary  Committee  of  the  Uxbrtdge 
Auxiliarv  Society,  who  adopted  measures  in  the  year  18IS 
fi>r  supplying  this  long-neglected  class  of  men  with  the  holy 
scriptures,  by  allotting  a  Bible  of  a  large  print  to  each  of  the 
barges  navigating  the  canal  between  Brennbrd  and  Rickmans- 
worth.  In  order  more  effectually  to  insure  the  object  of  this 
benefaction,  they  directed  the  Bible  to  be  attached  to  die 
barge  itself,  by  a  printed  label  specifying  its  name,  and  in* 
Titinff  all  persons  employed  therein  to  ^viul  themselves  of  the 
privUeffe  of  reading  it  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  those 
azampTes  wiU  be  more  generally  followed  by  Local  Bible 
Societies  on  the  line  of  our  numerous  canals  and  navigable 
rivers ;  and  that  those  who  feel  interested  in  the  moriu  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  this  class  of  our  labouring  population,  wiU 
co-operate  in  this  work  of  mercy,  anticipating  His  blessing; 
who  hath  said,  "  Cast  thy  bread  tipan  the  waters;  for  thou  shwi 
JM  ii  after  many  days^'* 
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^  8HX  trmSTCHZTB  OUT  HER  HAKD  TO  TBS  POOR;  TXA9  8BS  RSACBXTll 
FORTH  HXR  HAV08  TO  TBI  KEEDT."  FROVBRBSt  XXXL  90.    * 


PREUIONART  OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  In  no  respect  is  the  present  age  more  peculiarly  dis- 
finguishedy  than  by  the  disposition  so  strongly  and  generally 
manifested  by  the  Female  &ex  to  co-operate  in  those  extend 
sive  plans  of  mercy  and  benevolence,  which  have  shed  around 
it  a  lustre  unknown  to  any  former  period.  To  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  modem  literature  of  our  country,  it  must 
be  evident  that  a  great  and  iniportant  change  has  gradually 
taJcen  place  in  the  Female  character  ;—duit  the  intellectual 
powers  have  been  more  diligently  studied  and  assiduously 
cultivated;  the  superiority  of  mental  pursuits  more  fuHy 
appreciated;  and  ntat,  without  forfeiting  a  particle  of  tihat 
deucacy,  for  the  sacrifice  of  which  no  attainment  can  com« 
pensate.  Woman  has  assumed  a  higher  title  to  our  admiration 
and  esteem.  Nor  is  it  less  obvious,  that  this  general  improve- 
ment's owing,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  admirable 
writings  of  many  enlightened  females,  and  especially  to  those 
of  one  venerable  character,  who  may  justly  be  entitled  the 
Moralist  of  her  Sex.  But  it  is  the  practical  application  of 
the  lessons  thus  acquired,  which  we  are  now  called  on  to  conh- 
template.  The  acquisition  of  knowledge,  however  extensive 
loses  half  its  value  if  it  be  not  communicated  to  others ;  and 
that  benevolence  is  of  a  very  questionable  nature,  which  can 
rest  satisfied  with  a  desire  to  be  usefiil,  but  makes  no  sacrifice 
and  no  effort  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  wishes.  Happily 
for  the  interests  of  our  country  and  of  humanity ;  happily 
for  the  children  of  {Poverty  and  wretchedness ;  the  Women  of 
Ghreat  Britain  have  afforded  an  illustration,  unequalled  in 
the  annals  of  the  world,  of  a  truth  which  no  sophistry  can 
hereafter  successfully  a8satl,r—that  the  cultivation  of  the  nund 
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Improvement  of  the  Female  Character. 

is  not  incompatible  with  the  indulgence  of  the  best  feelings 
of  the  heart  We  behold  them  assisting,  with  steady  per- 
severance, in  those  various  plans  for  the  education  of  die  poor, 
to  which  the  public  ^attentipn  has  been  at  lencdi  awakened: 
we  see  them  ascertaining,  by  patient  and  painfm  investiffatioiiy 
the  nature  and  extent  of  human  suffering,  in  its  most  oMCure 
abodes ;  and  applying,  with  system  and  effect,  those  remedies 
which  strike  dnrectly  at  its  source :  and  we  may  follow  their 
noiseless  footsteps  into  the  receptacles  of  guilt  and  nusery— 
into  those  gloomy  mansions  from  which  ours  have  too  long 
shrunk  back  appalled — and  mark  the  transformation  which 
jgentleness,  wisdom,  and  religion,  can  produce  within  the  walli 
of  a  dungeon.  It  is  in  the  contemplation  of  scenes  like  these 
that  Christianity  appears  in  all  her  loveliness,  because  con*!- 
sistent  with  herself,  by  exhibituig  the  necessary  and  ikidispen- 
sable  connexion  of  fisdth  and  works,  of  knowledge  and  obe- 
dience. Nor  is  there,  in  the  records  of  Benevolence,  a  more 
striking  evidence  of  this  consistency,  than  that  which  now 
demands  our  consideration.  Strange  indeed  would  it  have 
1)een,  had  the  Females  of  Grreat  Britain  pursued  die  path  of 
duty  in  any  Hght  but  that  which  is  reflected  from  the  Bible  ; 
and  stranger  still,  had  they  hesitated  to  co-operate  in  pro- 
moting its  universal  division  I 

S.  It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that  some  real  friends  of 
£be  Bible  Society  have  been  disposed  to  question  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  Female  exertion  in  this  great  and 
good  work:  and  although  their  fears  have  almost  invariablv 
subsided,  wherever  Ladies'  Societies  have  been  established, 
the  acknowledged  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  progres- 
sive extension  of  the  system,  not  only  throughout  this  king« 
dom,  but  in  foreign  countries,  demand  an  investigation  of  t£s 
nature  and  extent  of  those  doubts  which  have  been  suggested, 
and  which,  in  many  instances,  have  arisen  from  imorance  or 
misrepresentation  of  the  plan  adopted  and  pursued.  To  those 
who  can  perceive  no  impropriety  in  admitting  individuals  of 
the  female  sex  to  the  participation  of  the  duties  and  privi- 
leges of  practical  benevolence,  this  inquiry  must  appear  al- 
togeth^  superfluous;  since  they  cannot  find,  either  m  Scripr 
ture  or  common  sense,  an  adequate  reason  for  depriving  one 
half  of  our  speci^s  of  the  highest  source  of  gratification  of 
wl^ch  it  is  susceptible— the  manifestation  of  love  to  God,  by 
^  good-will  to  men.*"  If  it  be  right  that  they  should  assist  in 
the  education  of  the  poor,  it  cannot  be  wrong  that  they  should 
circulate  that  sacred  volume^  which  is  the  only  solid  founda- 
tion of  moral  instaruction,  and  by  which  diey  are  entjoined  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.CHAF.  Til.]  PBJSLIMIKA&T  OBtSKTATIONS.  845 


Bomeitic  duties  not  selected. 


train  lip  chOdren  **inike  nurlure  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.'* 
JU'it  be  proper  that  they  should  visit  the  habitations  of  indi* 

!(enoe»  ror  the  purpose,  of  alleviating  the  miseries  of  their 
ellow-creatures,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  refer  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  affliction  to  the  only  source  of  consolation  and 
•upport  If  we  behold  with  admiraticm  the  success  of  their 
persevering  efforts,  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  reform  the 
criminal,  shall  we  withhold  the  tribute  of  praise,  when  the  same 
seal  and  prudence  are  displayed  in  circulating  the  everlasting 
Gospel  of  Him  who  came  *'  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives^  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to 
them  that  are  bounds  If  it  be  deemcni  consistent  with  the 
highest  attributes  of  the  Female  character,  to  administer  to 
the  temporal  necessities  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  but  incon-* 
sistent  to  supply  them  with  spiritual  food,  we  admit  a  paradox 
which  reason  and  Scripture  alike  reject, — that  the  evil  is  de« 
pendent  on  the  value  of  the  Messing  conferred; — ^that  it  is 
iright  to  dispense  an  inferior  good,  but  improper  to  bestow 
the  highest  gift  which  one  created  being  can  communicate  to 
anodi^. 

S.  *  But  it  has  been  asked,  whether  Ladies  could  devote 
the  requisite  portion  of  time  to  these  labours,  without  neg« 
lectins  their  domestic  duties,  relaxing  in  their  attention  to 
otiier  benevolent  establishments,  or  forfeiting  some  portion  of 
that  delicacy  which  is  the  peculiar  ornament  of  the  female 
character.  These  are  questions  which  should  be  openly  and 
candidly  met,  and  satisfactorily  answered ;  for  no  considera- 
tion can  sanction  a  measure  susceptible  of  the  evils  which 
Such  questions  pre-suppose. 

In  reference  to  the  first  inquiry,  it  misht  well  be  asked. 
What  are  the  purposes  for  whicn  time  and  health  are  bestowed 
upon  us?  Is  there  no  practical  meaning  in  the  Divine  injunc- 
tion^  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself?  Are  sordid 
cares  and  pleasures  to  absorb  every  thought?  ^r  shall  the 
current  of  benevolence  be  restrained  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  a  cold  and  heartless  calculation,  till  it  stagnate  into  selfish- 
ness?— But  let  the  objection  be  fairly  met:  we  have  the  best 

*  Slioold  the  remder  perceive  e  ■imileritj  in  tome  of  these  remerki  to  a 
ppeiy  itt  the  Fourth  AiiD«al  Report  of  the  Henley  Anzillary  Bibie  Society, 
^  will  be  accounted  for,  by  obterring  that  the  Utter  wa»  dnwn  np  by  the  author 
of  the  present  work.  He  takes,  however,  this  opportunity  to  disclaim  an  oljee- 
tkmable  passage  in  the'  Appendix  to  that  Report,  which  was  penned  by  another 
head  ;  and  checrAiUy  repeats  tiie  candid  acknowledgment  of  the  gentleoiaii 
aUiided  «h  th*^  "  no  one  more  rsgretatbe  publication  of  the  pasiige  in  qimdoOp 
than  the  person  who  unguardedly  first  committed  it  to  paper." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Sl$  LAmXS*  BIBLB  SOCIETIES.  [cUAF^yif* 


Beooium  and  proprietj  strictly  praeiTed. 


evidenoe^-^diat  of  the  Ladies  themselves— that  they  gain  tame 
by  this  apparent  sacrifice,  in  those  habits  of  system,  diligence^ 
and  attention,  which  they  have  acquired :— they  have  become 
eooiKMnists  of  time,  by  perceiving  more  clearly  its  incalculaUa 
worth.  To  the  fathers,  the  husbands,  and  die  brothers  of 
those  who  are  thus  occupied,  the  author  would  confident^ 
appeal  for  a  refutation  of  the  objection  involved  in  this  ques^ 
tiom-^they  are  the  only  competent  judges  in  such  a  case;  and 
they  are  well  aware  that  their  family  arrangements  are  not 
worse  ordered  and  conducted,  in  consequence  of  the  ofifering' 
thus  made  on  the  altar  of  Christian  charity. 
'  The  second  inquiry  finds  its  best  reply  in  the  present  state 
of  every  district  wherein  a  Bible  Association  is  established. 
Never  were  the  wants,  the  feeUngs,  and  the  dispositions  of 
the  poor,  so  accurately  known,  nor  uieir  distresses  50  promptly 
and  effectually  relieved :  and  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
this  investigation  is  made,  and  this  relief  extended,  princi* 
pally,  by  the  active  members  of  those  institutions.  As  this 
part  of  the  subject  will  be  more  fiiUy  considered  in  Sect.  VL 
of  this  chapter,  it  may  be  sufficient  at  present  to  observe, 
that  Bible  Associations  have  not  only  given  a  stimulus. to 
local  feeling,  and  thereby  induced  the  establishment  of  phi- 
lanthropic societies,  but  have  also  fed  the  flame  whidi  mey 
were  made  the  instruments  of  kindling. 

With  respect  to  the  last  Question,  it  might,  indeed,  hav6 
some  ground  for  support,  if  the  public  proceedings  of  tibese 
institutions  devolved  on  females.  But  this  is  not  the  case :  Ihey 
are  conducted,  exclusively  ^^  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Auxiliary 
or  Branch  Committee  with  which  the  Associations  are  re- 
spectively connected;  and  at  the  general  meetings  of  the 
latter,  those  on  whom  the  previous  labour  had  £Edlen  are  ua^ 
known  and  undistinguished.  Is  it  then  in  the  weekly  visits 
to  the  habitations  of  the  poor  that  we  are  to  trace  the  ele- 
ments of  indecorum?  If  so,  it  must  be  wrong  to  visit  them 
for  any  purpose;  and  benevolence  is  monopolized  by  one  sex, 
to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  other.  But  where  are  the, 
grounds  for  this  fear,  or  the  solitary  fact  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported ?  Would  those  who  profess  to  entertain  it,  leave  the 
industrious  classes  of  society  a  prey  to  artful  and  designing 
men ;  and  suffer  the  poison  of  infidelity  to  be  infused  or  circu- 
late dirough  the  veins  of  our  country,  without  applvinff  die 
$ntidote  which  God  has  provided,  in  that  manner  which  the 
experience  of  nine  years  has  confessedly  proved  to  be  the 
most  efficient  ?  If  such  objectors  were  influenced  by  riffht 
motives,  and  would  only  approach  a  little  nearer,  and  eTamme 
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the  practical  tendency  of  those  measures  which  they  con- 
demn, they  would  speedily  perceive  the  fallacy  of  their  argu- 
ment: they  would  acknowledge,  that  the  robe  of  modesty  was 
never  tarnished  by  being  brought  into  contact  with  the  mantle 
of  poverty ;  that  the  tear  of  the  widow  has  never  soiled,  nor 
llie  sigh  of  the  orphan  blown  aside,  the  veil  of  feminine  deli- 
cacy; and  that  the  eye  of  heavenly  charity  has  never  lighted 
on  a  scene  more  accordant  with  the  purity  of  its  nature,  than 
Woman  entering  the  poor  man*s  cottage,  and  bearing  to 
penury,  i^orance,  and  woe,  th^  glad  tidings  of  mercy,  peace, 
and  happmess  1 

4.  On  such  a  subject,  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  i» 
necessary :  and  the  author  gladly  avails  himself  of  a  recent 
publication,*  wherein  the  inouiries  to  which  he  has  alluded 
are  answered,  in  a  maimer  that  precludes  the  necessity  of 
apologising  for  the  length  of  the  following  extracts,  whidi. 
merit  a  wt  more  extensive  circulation  than  that  of  a  local 
report 

^  To  the  finmation  of  Ladies*  Associations  and  their  eollecting  amongst 
the  houses  of  the  poor,  olgections  have  been  made.  It  has  been  said  by 
parents,  that  the  ^m^  of  their  daughters  is  so  taken  up  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  different  branches  of  knowledge,  that  such  occupations  would  occanon  an 
]i\jurious  interruption.  But  the  sacrifice  of  time  is  not  great ;  for  after  tha 
first  inquiry  to  ascertain  what  is  the  actual  want  of  Bibles  in  the  district,  one 
hour  is  amply  sufficient  for  the  weekly  collection ;  and  the  meeting  of  the' 
association,  at  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  collectors  to  give  in  their  contri- 
butions, occurs  but  once  in  the  month,  and  then  occupies  only  two  hours  at 
the  most  This  therefore  cannot  be  a  very  injunams  demand  upon  the  time 
of  the  most  studious:  but  were  the  sacrifice  required  much  greater,  surely  in 
this  enlightened  age  it  will  not  be  contended  that  mere  accomplishment  is 
the  sole  or  even  principal  end  of  education  :  and  if  its  true  and  legitimate 
aim  be  to  form  the  chiuracter  by  the  operation  of  proper  principles,  and  to 
ameliorate  the  heart  by  exciting  it  to  yirtuous  feeling,  then  the  influence  of 
these  exertions  in  the  sacred  cause  of  humanity  and  religion  will  be  found  • 
most  powerfiU  and  efficacious  auxiliary ;  and  the  circumstance,  that  it  begins 
its  operation  when  the  routine  of  education  usually  ceases,  will  plead  strongly 
in  its  favour.  .  Indeed,  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  estimate  of 
benefits  arisinff  firom  the  Bible  Society,  in  its  influence  on  individual  ch*« 
neter«  has  either  not  yet  been  made  with  sufficient  accuracy,  or  at  l^st  has 
.  not  met  with  the  attention  it  deserves.  The  human  mind  is  formed  fixr 
activity ;  and  if  not  occupied  with  what  is  great  and  noble,  will  become  the 
prey  of  what  is  mean  and  contemptible,  u  not  expanded  by  benevolence^ 
It  will  contract  into  selfishness ;  and  if  not  trained  to  exertion  and  virtuous . 
ielf^emal,  will  repose  itself  in  listless  indolence,  or  indulge  in  unrestrained 
eelf.gratifiication.    The  contrast  of  character  arising  firom  the  effects  of  such 

posing  habits  of  mind,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  exhibit;  for  even  wheie. 

digion  does  not  exert  her  fiill  influence,  the  attraction  of  Virtue  in  her  own . 

*  Third  Annual  Report  of  (bs  L^es'  Branch  of  the  Manchester  and  Silfqri 
AuxUSary  Bible  Sode^. 
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intnetted,  in  th^  viats  of  mercy,  of  human  misery  and  of  more  than 
human  joys ;  hear  them  declare  what  they  have  too  frequently  found  tUe. 
poor,  and  what  they  have  somettmea  had  the  happiness  to  leave  them ;  hear 
fhem  deacribe  the  pure  and  holy  pleasure  that  attends  the  consciousness  of 
their  awakening  the  miserable  to  the  perception  of  happiness :  and  -then 
«ty,  whether  the  cause  they  advocate  is  not  wisest,  best,  and  happiest ;  and 
whether  the  eigoyment  which  selfidi  pleasure  yields,  can  for  a  moment 
bear  ccmpaxison  with  that  which  flows  from  benevolent  exertion.  Your 
Committee  do  not  say  that  you  will  have  no  difficulties  to  encounter,  and 
no  personal  sacrifices  to  make ;  but  they  assure  you,  that  the  pleasure  yoa 
will  receive  in  the  performance  of  these  kind  acts  of  charity,  will  more  than 
a  thousand  times  repay  you  for  any  others  that  you  may  forego^" 

'  5.  To  theise  admirable  observations  it  would  be  unneces-' 
iary  to  add  any  thing  in  the  way  of  defence^  if  those  who  still 
entertain  a  doubt  on  the  subject  admitted  a  Committee  of 
Ladies  to  be  competent  judges  of  the  case.  The  following 
extract  from  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Glasgow 
Auxiliary  Society  may  therefore  be  perusedi  by  such  indivi- 
duals, with  more  attention^  as  expressive  of  the  unanimous 
sentiments  of  a  body  of  gentlemen,  comprising  no  common 
portion  of  intellect,  acuteness,  and  discretion :-~ 

**"  Far  be  it  from  your  Committee  to  recommend  any  scheme  for  your 
adoption,  incompatible  with  that  retiring  delicacy,  which  is  the  loveliest 
beauty  of  the  female  character,— any  scheme  that  would  diveat  the  Chris* 
tian  Fair  of  that  ornament '  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price,  the 
ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit;'— that  would  ^quench  the  blushes* 
of  feminine  sensibility,  or  fix,  in  the  openness  of  masculine  efirontexy,  the 
idowncast  eyelids  of  modesty.  But,  in  the  inspired  records  of  Christianity, 
your  Committee  read  of  the  Marys  and  PriscUlas,  the  Tryphenas  and  T17- 
phoaaa,  of  early  timea,  on  whom,  for  their  active  co-operation  in  the  cause  of 
the  Gospel,  apostolic  commendation  is  bestowed ;  and  in  whom  respectively, 
by  such  commendation,  the  words  of  the  Saviour,  with  regard  to  another 
female,  when  she  gave  a  silent  but  costly  expression  of  her  grateful  attach- 
.ment,  have  been  verified, — *  Verily,  I  say  unto  you.  Wheresoever  this  Go- 
spel of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached,  throughout  the  whole  world,  there 
.also  shall  this,  which  this  woman  hath  done,  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.* 
Your  Committee  feel  themselves  warranted  in  assuming,  that,  where  inspired 
approbation  is  bestowed,  there  could  be  no  departure  from  the  delicacies  and 
.proprieties  of  female  deportment  And  if,  without  such  departure,  Christiaa 
women  of  old  rendered  essential  service  to  the  progress  of  truth,  it  seems  a 
reasonable  inference  that,  by  the  same  description  of  agency,  similar  service 
may  and  ought  to  be  rendered  stilL  This  conviction,  indeed,  has  alrea^ 
.be^  acted  upon  by  the  Ladies  of  Glasgow,  in  support  of  various  benevolent  « 
olgects,  in  a  way  eminently  to  their  credit :  and  your  Committee  are  fully 
•persuaded,  that  there  is  nothing  wanting,  but  the  marking  out  of  a  field  of 
appropriate  exertion,  and  an  invitation  from  you  to  occupy  it,  to  bring 
forward  multitudes,  ^  whose  hearts  God  has  touched,*  to  consecrate  the 
eneigies  of  youth,  and  the  experience  of  maturer  years,  to  the  all-importaat 
interests  of  the  Bible  Society.** 

'  6.  In  selecting  from  the  mass  of  testimonies  in  favour  of 
Ladies'  Bible  Societies,  those  which  may  place  the  subject  m 
tYtrj  point  of  view  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  it  would  be 
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vnjust  to  omit  that  of  a  venerable  prelate  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  America,  the  right  reverend  Bishop 
White,  from  whose  admirable  Address  to  the  Female  Bible 
Society  of  Philadelphia  the  followiiig  esitracts  appear  pe* 
culiarly  appropriate  :— 

**  If  there  should  press  on  the  minds  of  any  of  you,  the  apprehension  of 
exceeding  the  bounds  which  the  modestj  of  your  sex  prescribes,  it  does  not 
Appesr  to  me  that  there  is  the  least  ground  for  such  reproach,  so  long  as  the 
^Association  is  within  yourselves.  As  to  the  circumstance,  that  some  o£  you 
will  be  called  upon  to  act  in  certain  official  characters  necessary  fbr  the  con«  > 
ducting  of  business,  if  we  look  beyond  names,  there  is  nothing  in  the  sulject 
itself^  but  what  would  apply,  wiUi  equal  force,  against  the  presiding  at  • 
idinner,  or  at  a  tea-table ;  unless,  indeed,  it  could  be  alleged,  that  this  is  less 
aHen  from  the  female  character  than  the  gathering  and  the  dispensing  of 
.alma.  But  this  is  a  sentiment  which,  it  is  supposed,  will  hardly  be  hataiffded 
by  the  most  jealous  assertors  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  men. 

^  It  is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  many  beneficent  properties  of 
the  Scriptures,  that  they  are  the  charter  of  the  female  sex  against  degrade- 
lion  and  oppression.  Look  at  the  condition  of  women  in  the  countries  where 
the  religion  of  the  Gospel  is  unknown ;  and  all  the  arrangements  of  domestle 
life  will  be  found  a  comment  on  tlie  position.  Can  it  then  be  out  of  the 
sphere  of  your  sex,  to  be  actively  engaged  in  disseminating  a  system  of  truth 
'and  morals,  which  has  so  excellent  a  bearing  immediately  on  your  interests  i 
and,  through  you,  on  whatever  contributes  to  the  rectitude,  to  the  decorum, 
end  to  the  rational  enjoyments  of  social  life  ? 

**"  You  have  also  tlds  aipedal  interest  in  the  same  ascred  treasure,  that,  of 
ear  sex,  as  well  as*  of  your  own,  you  are  the  earliest  instructors  in  morality 
and  in  reliffion  :  and  what  is  there  deserving  to  be  commended  as  moral  or 
leligious,  if  detached  from  the  lessons  which  speak  so  immediately  from  the 
eracles  of  God  to  the  best  sensibilities  of  the  human  heart  ?  Under  so  loud 
*e  call  as  this,  to  the  estimation  of  the  Bible,  surely  you  cannot  be  stepping 
out  of  your  proper  sphere,  by  being  prominent  in  measures  for  the  depositing 
of  it  in  such  needy  femilies  as  womd  otherwise  be  withodt  the  means  which 
'yon  ei\joy,  of  rendering  it  salutary  to  their  risinff  hopes* 

^'  If  there  were  nothing  more  Uian  the  undeniable  property  of  the  human 
condition,  that,  under  all  states  of  society,  the  women  sustain  the  greatest 
share  of  its  sorrows,  it  must  give  them  an  essential  interest  in  the  best 
source  of  countervailing  consolations  that  source  is,  the  Word  of  trutfi. 
This  being  the  case,  can  it  be  out  of  character,  where  pecuniary  means  are 
within  the  power,  to  add  their  personal  attention  and  exertion  for  the  ex« 
'  tending  of  so  inestimable  a  benefit  ? 

^  It  has  been  thought  an  incidental  advantage  arising  from  Bible  Societies, 
'that,  by  combining  persons  of  different  religious  denominations,  they  have 
the  effbct  of  promoting  unity  of  affection,  under  irreconcileable  di£ferences 
of  opinion.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  set  off  on  the  fun. 
'damental  principle,  of  avoiding  whatever  could  bring  such  diversity  into 
>iew.  They  professed  to  deUver  the  Bock  of  God  without  note  or  comment. 
'  The  societies  instituted  in  America  have  trodden  in  their  steps.  While 
<this  plan  shall  be  pursued,  there  can  be  no  dissatis&ction  on  account  of 
faiterfering  opinions  or  modes  of  worship.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  course 
ean  be  peisevered  in,  without  its  contributing  to  all  the  charities  of  life? 
And  if  this  is  the  natural  consequence,  can  any  scruple  be  well-fouiided 
which  would  restrict  the  benefit  to  men  ? 
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*'  I  will  cnfy  ^^  that,  contempktilig  the  reoent  inBtitotion  oT  ttble 
Sodetias,  begun  in  England,  and  exten£ng  rapidly  throughout  the  world, 
as  a  prod%iou8  effort  for  the  raising  of  a  mound  against  the  threatenii^ 
inundation  of  infidelity ;  as  bdng  abo  one  of  the  haj^ieat  expedients  which 
hav«  been  derised,  for  spreading  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  and 
as  tending  directly  to  the  accomplishment  of  liie  assurances  giren,  that  SB* 
kingdom  will  at  last  be  co-extensiye  with  the  world;  I  will  not  suffer  mysdf 
to  believe  that  your  sei^  any  more  than  ours,  are  debarred  from  promoting 
these  blessed  ends,  in  your  distinctive  character.  Accordingly,  I  take  th^ 
Uberty  of  exhorting  you  to  persevere  in  the  woric  b^^un,  and  of  assuring 
you  of  my  best  wishes,  and  my  prayers  for  your  success.** 

7.  That  the  results  of  Ladies*  Bible  Associations^  and  the 
conduct  of  those  who  take  an  active  part  in  their  concerns^ 
have  fully  justified  the  observations  just  quote4»  and  amply 
satisfied  the  warmest  friends  to  these  institutionSy  is  a  wit 
which,  however  gratifying,  excites  no  surprise.  It  is  pre«- 
cisely  what  was  anticipated  firom  British  and  from  Christian 
Females: — they  have  remembered,  that  it  was  by  honoured 
individuals  of  their  sex  the  Badebmsr  of  the  World  was 
attended,  during  his  soj  oum  upon  earth ;  that  they  **  mijiisiered 
to  Him  of  their  substance;" — followed  Him  even  unto  Calvary; 
and  were  the  last  to  leave  His  cross,  and  the  first  to  announce 
His  glorious  resurrection  from  the  dead: — they  have  borne 
in  mind,  thai  it  was  to  a  Woman  the  encouraging  language 
was  addressed,  *'  She  hath  done  what  she  could:"  and  in  assist^ 
ing  to  distribute  the  divine  legacy  of  IBs  Gospel,  they  have 
found  they  were  fulfilling  one  of  their  highest  duties,  exer- 
cisina:  one  of  their  dearest  privileges,  and  promoting  tiieir 
own  nappmess  and  peace. 

The  following  official  testimony  to  the  value  of  those 
institutions,  extracted  from  the  Sixteenth  Report  of  the 
Parent  Society,  supplies  an  appropriate  conclusion  of  these 
remarks: — 

*'  Your  Committee  have  often  ezpreMed  their  hi^  opinion  of  the  various 
advantages  derivable  from  Bible  Associations ;  and  m  that  opinion  they  fin4 
tliemselves,  by  progressiye  experience,  continually  more  confirmed.  Wheth^ 
they  look  to  the  incrsaae  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  or  the  improving  ten- 
dency  of  its  local  operations,  they  find  ample  ground  for  regarding  Bibfe 
Assoriations  as  deoerviiig  the  warmest  contunendation,  and  the  most  decided 
encouiaffement  and  suppoit.  Theae  remarks,  which  comprehend  Bibla 
Associations  ia  general,  are  particularly  applicdi»le  to  those  which  ai«  coiv- 
stituted  and  conducted  by  the  Female  portion  of  the  community*  In  eveiy 
part  of  the  oouatiy,  where  the  trial  has  been  correctly  made.  Ladies*  Bible 
Associations  have  justified  the  strong  language  in  which  your  Committee 
have  recommended,  and  in  which  th^  think  it  their  duty  again  to  racom- 
mend,«their  estabUshmenl  in  oodtteakm  with  th»  A«i&bcy  Socieliea  of 
the  District.** 
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SECTION  I. 

ORIGIN  OP  FEMALE  BIBLE  SOCIETIES. 

1.  In  tracing  thia,  stream  of  Christian  charity  to  its  source^ 
we  shall  find  me  spring  among  die  mountains  of  Alsace.  If 
there  be  any  man  to  whom  the  merit  of  opening  the  fountain 
appertiunsy  it  is  Pastor  Oberlin,  of  Walbach,  in  the  Ban 
de  la  Roche.  It  was  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  First  Annual  Report 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodety,  that  originally 
suggested  to  the  author  of  the  present  work,  the  possibility 
of  interesting  the  Females  of  Great  Britain  in  the  cause  of 
that  institution:  and  as  this  communication  breathes  a  spirit 
which  cannot  be  too  widely  diffused,  no  apology  will  be 
necessary  for  introducing  the  following  extracts.*  After' 
expressing  his  gratitude  for  a  donation  of  SOL  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  and  distributing  French  and  German  Bibles 
among  the  poor  inhabitants  of  that  sequestered  region,  he 
observes: — 

*'  I  have  made  a  Bat  of  such  peisoiia  as  I  consider  most  deserving  of  such 
a  present.  Among  the  large  number  of  indiyiduals  and  ftmilies  to  whom 
a  Bible  is  a  most  welcome  present,  I  first  put  down  such  characters  as  an 
most  active  in  promoting  the  Redeemer's  kuigdom,  and  in  doiiig  good  to  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  their  fellow-men. 

1.  ^^  The  Jlra  Bible  shall  be  given  as  a  present  to  Sopbia  Beavasii» 
who  is  one  c^  the  most  exceUent  women  I  know,  and,  indeed,  an  ornament 
to  my  parish.  T^lule  unmarried,  she  undertook,  with  the  consent  of  her 
parents,  the  support  and  education  of  three  helpless  boys,  whom  their  wicked 
ather  had  often  trampled  under  his  feet,  and  treated  in  a  manner  too  shocking 
to  relate,  when  nearly  starving  with  hunger  they  dared  to  cry  out  for  ibo£ 
Soon  afterwards,  she  proved  the  happy  means  Of  saving  the  lives  of  four 
Boman-Catholic  children,  who,  without  her  assistance,  would  have  fidlen 
a  prey  to  want  and  fiunine.  Thus  she  had  the  management  of  sevto  child- 
ren, to  whom  several  more  were  added,  belonging  to  members  of  three 
several  denominations :  she  now  hired  a  house  and  a  servant-girl,  and 
supported  the  whole  of  the  fhmily  entirely  with  her  own  work,  and  the  little 
money  she  got  from  the  industry  of  the  children,  whom  she  taught  to  spin 
cotton.  At  the  same  time,  she  proved  the  greatest  blesung  to  the  whole 
village  where  she  lived :  for  it  is  impossible  to  be  more  industrious,  fhigal, 
dean,  cheerful,  edifying  by  her  whole  walk  and  conversation ;  more  ready 
for  every  good  word  and  work ;  more  mild  and  affectionate,  more  firm  and 
resolute  in  dangers,  than  she  was.  Satan  so  enraged  some  of  her  enemies, 
that  they  threatened  to  destroy  her  old  tottering  cottage ;  but  God  was ' 
mciously  pleased  to  preserve  her.  A  fine  youth,  of  a  noble  mind,  made 
her  an  offer  of  his  hand.    She  first  refused,  but  he  declared  he  would  wait 

*  See  Owen's  Hictory.  Volume  III.  piige  420  tf<«i7.  tar  an  animated  sketch 
of  this  venerable  character,  who,  **  with  the  simplicity  of  a  patrimrch,  and  the 
seal  of  an  Apostle,  has  done  so  much  to  promote  both  the  temporal  and  Che 
spiritual  wtlfcre  of  his  charge.*' 

A  4 
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Letter  from  Pastor  Oberlin.— Maria  Schepler— Catharine  Scheiddeggen 

for  her  even  ten  years^  When  she  replied,  that  she  could  never  consent  to 
part  with  her  poor  orphans,  he  nobly  answered,  '  Whoever  takes  the  mother, 
takes  the  children  too.*  So  he  did — and  all  these  children  were  brought  up 
by  them  in  the  most  careM  and  excellent  manner.  Lately,  they  have 
taken  in  some  other  orphans,  whom  they  are  training  up  in  the  fear  and, 
love  of  God.  Though  these  excellent  people  pass  rather  for  rich,  yet  their 
income  is  so  limited,  and  their  benevolence  so  extendve,  that  sometimes 
tfaey  hardly  know  how  to  furnish  a  new  suit  of  necessary  clothes.  To  them. 
I  intend  to  give  a  Bible,  considering  that  their  own  is  very  often  lent  out> 
in  dififerent  Koman-Catholic  villages. 

9.  ^^  A  iecmd  Bible  I  intend  to  give  to  an  excellent  woman,  Maiua 
ScHEPLER,'  who  lives  at  tfie  opposite  end  of  my  extensive  parish,  where  the 
cold  is  more  severe,  and  the  ground  unfruitful;  so  that  nearly  all  the  house-* 
holders  are  poor  people,  who  must  lend  their  clothes  to  each  other  when> 
tliey  intend  to  go  to  the  Lord^s  Supper.  This  poor  woman  is  also  a  very^ 
distinguished  character,  in  whose  praise  I  could  say  much,  were  I  to  enter 
into  particulars.  Though  distressed  and  afflicted  in  her  own  person  and 
drcumstances,  yet  she  is  a  mother,  benefactress,  and  teacher  to  the  whole 
village  where  she  lives,  and  to  some  neighbouring  districts  too.  She  takes* 
the  most  lively  interest  in  all  which  relates  to  the  Redeemer's  kingdom* 
upon  earth,  and  often  groans  under  a  sense  <^  all  the  inroads  made  by  the 
powers  of  darkness.  She  also  has  brou^t  up  several  orphans  without  re« 
ceiving  the  smallest  reward,  keeps  a  free  school  for  females,  and  makes  it  a 
practice  to  lend  her  Bible  to  such  as  are  entirely  deprived  of  it. 

3.  "  A  </iir(/ Bible-present  I  intend  to  make  to  an  excellent  widow  woman, 
Catharine  Scheiddeooer,  who  is,  like  the  former,  a  mother  to  orphans, 
and  keeps  a  free-school ;  as  also  does  another  young  woman,  who  instructs 
little  children  in  a  neighbouring  village,  in  such  knowledge  as  may  render 
them  useful  members  of  human  and  Christian  society. 

**  I  might  easily  enumerate  many  more  characters  of  a  similar  descrip-' 
tion,  whose  eyes  will  overflow  with  grateful  tears  if  they  are  &voured  with* 
the  present  of  a  Bible." 

How  many  English  Sophias,  animated  by  this  examples- 
have  directed  the  fainting  steps  of  the  orphan  to  Him  who  is 
^^  a  father  of  the  fatherless:" — how  many  Marias  have  become 
blessings  "to  the  villages  wherein  they  dwell:" — how  many' 
Catharines  have  placed  in  the  handa  of  children  that  sacred*, 
guide  which  has  taught  them  "  tke  ivay  in  which  they  should^ 

fo  r    May  the  voice  from  the  mountains  of  Alsace  be  stiSl 
card  in  Britain,  and  her  daughters  be  excited  to  persever- 
ance in  a  cause  so  holy  ! 

2.  The  idea  originally  suggested  by  this  communication, 
was  materially  strengthened  by  the  result  of  subsequent  in- 

auiry,  which  established  the  fact  of  a  desire,  on  the  part  of 
fie  female  sex,  to  co-operate  in  this  work  of  mercy.  In 
addition  to  the  "  Sheffield  Juvenile  Bible  Society,"  {see  Chap^ 
ier  V.  Section  I.),  another  institution  of  a  remarkable  cha^ 
riicter  deserves  attention,  as  a  fresh  illustration  of  the  ten- 
dency and  effects  of  that  benevolent  spirit  which  had  been,' 
awakened  in  the  country,  and  in  its  progress  gradually  per- 
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Aberdeen  Female-Servants*  Society. — Regulations. 

vaded  every  class  of  the  community,  **  The  Aberdeen  Female 
Servants'  Society y  for  promoting  tke  diffusion  of  the  Scriptures,'* 
is  thus  introduced  by  the  Committee  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible 
Society,  in  their  Second  Annual  Report  :^ 

^^  Some  time  ago,  a  few  female-servants  in  Aberdeen,  desirous  of  testify- 
log  their  good-will  toward  the  support  of  these  excellent  institutions  formed 
o£  late  in  the  country,  for  sending  the  Scriptures,  and,  by  them,  the  kndw^ 
kdge  of  salvation,  to  such  as  are  yet  destitute  of  that  inestimable  privilege, 
ttt$oived  to  meet  together,  and  contribute  a  Utile  in  aid  of  the  Ainds  of  such 
hmtitutioiis.  Their  numbers  increasing,  and  having  obtained  the  consent 
^  some  minifl^rs  of  the  Gospel  to  preside  at  their  meetings,  they  did,  oil 
the  16th  of  August  1809,  ibrm  themselves  into  a  society,  to  be  called  ^  The 
Aberdeen  Female  Servant  Society,  for  promoting  the  diffusion  of  the  Scrip, 
tures.* 

'^  Grateful  that  tlieir  own  humble  situations  have  been  cheered  by  those 
^Ibooveries  and  prospects  presented  in  the  Bible,  the  members  of  the  society 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  condition  of  such  as  are  yet  in  daricness  and 
Sn  the  shadow  of  death ;  persuaded  that  the  present  appearance  of  Divine 
Providence  invites  oo-operation  in  the  cause  of  righteousness,  from  those 
who,  individually,  could  accomplish  little;  apprehending  perseverance  in 
the  course  they  have  begun  likely  to  promote  tiieir  own  religious  improve- 
ment, and  encouraged  by  what  they  have  hitherto  experienoed,  they  have 
adopted^  for  the  oooduct  of  the  society,  the  following  Rules :— > 

I.  The  society  shall  admit  as  members,  such  female-servants  of  decent 
character,  and  other  females  of  good  report,  of  different  religious  denomina- 
tions, as  may  be  inclined  to  join  them. 

II.  That  the  society  shall  have  a  general  meeting  at  least  once  every 
quarter  i  the  duration  of  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  shall  be  short ;  when 
auch  miniaters  of  the  Gospel  as  may  be  fiivourable  to  the  society,  shall  be 
Kquested  te  attend,  that  they  may  give  necessary  information  and  advice. 

III.  Each  member  shall  pay  oue  shilling  on  admission,  and  the  like  sum, 
or  what  she  can  afford,  at  each  quarterly  meeting  afterwards,  to  the  funds 
cf  the  society.* 

IV.  That  a  Treasurer  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  the  society,  who  shall 
keep  a  list  of  the  members,  the  accounts  of  the  society,  and  dispose  of  the 
funds  according  to  the  society^s  direction. 

V.  That  a  Committee  shaU  be  chosen  annually,  consisting  of  six  members 
of  the  society ;  who  shall  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  society  at  its 
meetings,  warn  the  other  members  of  the  times  of  the  stated  and  occasional 
meetings,  and  bring  the  contributions  of  such  as  may  be  prevented  from 
giving  personal  attendance. 

VI.  The  application  of  the  society's  funds  shall  be  determined  on,  only 

*  It  would  appear,  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Paisley  and  East  Ranfrewshire  Auxiliary  Society,  that  this  Rule  was  subse- 
quently modified  in  its  practical  application.  **  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
JLrtt  Bible  Associalinn  consisted  of  240  female- servants  in  a  town  in  Scotland. 
They  had  vx^untarily  associated,  even  before  any  Bible  Society  had  been  esta- 
blished in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing "' 
each  a  penny  a-week,  towards  the  general  objects  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  The^  met  at  a  stated  hour,  every  Saturday  evenings  and  each 
paid  her  penny  to  ttie  persons  appointed  as  Receivers:  awl  stich  was  their 
p%MCtuality,  that  ihongh  many  of  them  came  from  a  distance,  the -time  occupied 
•a  tkepayment  seldom  exceeded  five  minutes*  * 
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Legacj  from  a  Female  Servant  at  Nurenberg. 


in  a  ffeneral  meeting  of  the  societj,  either  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  or  one 
called  bj  the  ministers  who  countenance  the  society,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose; and  in  determining  how  the  society  shall  distrihute  its  fnncfs,  it  shdi 
be  guided  by  what  appears  to  be  the  most  urgent  call  of  Providence,  m 
beludf  of  the  respective  institutions  for  difiusing  the  Scriptures. 

The  society  consists  at  present  of  110  members ;  meeting  statedly  on  the 
bst  Wednesday  of  August,  November,  Februaxy,  and  May. 

jiberdteHy  6th  Fhhrutny^  1811. 

The  ftTBt  AmaHtn  nf  this  Society  wm  prmenled  to  the  EdtMhurgkBihii 
Sodeijff  anuunting  to  SOL  tterling :  and  SO/.  Is,  has  been  latsljf  giuem 
towards  aiding  the  transUUiens  of  sa^ed  scripture  new  carrying  forwawd 
ky  the  Missiemaries  at  Serampore^  in  the  Bast  Indies.'*^ 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  the  JitH 
association  of  adult  females  for  promoting  the  object  of  the 
Bible  Society ;  although  its  remittances  have  not  been  limited 
exclusively  to  that  institution,  but  have  occasionally  aided 
the  funds  of  various  Missionary  and  School  Societies.  From 
the  time  of  its  establishment  to  Mardi  1820,  the  aggregate 
amount  derived  from  this  comparatively  humble  source  ex- 
ceeded ^0/. ;  and  the  number  of  subscribers  at  the  latter 
period  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

It  b  pleasing  to  reflect,  that  this  benevolent  disposition  on 
the  part  of  domestic  servants  is  not  confined  to  our  own 
country.  In  the  Wenden  Association,  connected  with  the 
Dorpatian  Branch  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society,  ''Female 
servants  presented  their  gifts  with  joy." — Two  sisters  replied 
to  the  question,  whether  they  meant  their  gifb  as  a  donation 
or  annual  subscription ;  ''  That  they  wished  for  the  honour  of 
being  enrolled  among  the  members  of  the  Bible  Society ;  and 
were  determined  to  ofier  a  ^similar  gift  next  year,  though  they ' 
should  have  to  sacrifice  their  rest  for  several  nights."  One 
added,  **  Love  to  the  Redeemer  minds  no  trouble."*  And  a 
still  more  remarkable  evidence  of  this  generous  feeling  has 
transpired  while  the  first  sheets  of  this  work  were  going  through 
the  press,  in  the  following  communication  from  a  correspon- 
dent in  Nurenberg,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  t*— 
**  I  had  lately  an  affecting  proof  of  the  great  interest  excited  even  among 
the  humbler  classes  of  the  conununity;  by  the  cheering  accounts  of  the 
extensive  operations  of  your  society.  A  maid-servant,  who  bad  for  some 
time  lived  in  the  fiimily  of  the  llev.  Mr.  llanner,  City  Librarian  in  this 
place,  and  who  had  frequently  heard  of  the  excellent  effects  of  the  labours 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  was  so  penetrated  with  admiration 
and  esteem,  that  on  her  death-bed  she  left  a  legacy  of  100  florins  (about  lOt) 
to  your  society,  naming  me  as  the  person  through  whom  it  should  be  trans, 
mitted.  The  legacy  was  announced  to  me  in  the  town.hall,  by  order  of  the 
magistrates ;  and  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  paid  to  me,  I  shall  remit  you  a  bill  to 
that  amount'* 

*  Fdurteenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societ}*»  p.  13j. 
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Westminster  Ladies*  Auxiliary  Sodetj.— Rules. 

A  coincidence  of  no  common  kind  will  be  traced  in  thii 
e^fent.  It  is  the  first  legacy  bequeathed  by  an  European 
foreigner.  She  resided  in  that  city  wherein  ikie  first  Conti- 
nent^ Bible  Society  waa  formed ;  and  she  belonged  to  that 
humble  but  important  class  of  the  community,  among  the 
members  of  which  the  first  female  institution  for  promoting 
llie  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  waa  established. 

3.  The  first  Ladies*  Bible  Society,  in  direct  and  exclusive 
connexion  with  the  Parent  Institution,  appears  to  have  been 
that  of  fVestminster,  established  in  August  1811^  under  the 
following  regulations  :— 

**•  L  That  this  socletylbr  xaising  subscriptions  in  aid  (^  the  BriHth  and 
FwrHgm  Bible  Seeiet^t  be  denominated '  The  Westminster  ladies*  Auziliair 
Bible  Society.* ' 

IL  That  the  Committee  consist  of  ibrtj-eigfat  ladies,  with  a  Treasurer  and 
Secretaries,  who  shall  be  requested  to  xaise  subscriptions,  and  transact  th« 
bumness  of  the  society. 

XU.  That  subscriptions  of  one  penny  or  more  per  week,  and  all  donaUons^ 
be  received  by  the  Committee,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries^ 
wko  will  rest  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

IV.  That  any  member  of  the  Committee  be  allowed  to  propose  a  new 
member,  till  the  number  be  completed.  Notice  of  these  elections  shall  be 
given  to  the  Secretary,  by  the  proposing  member,  with  the  name  and  place 
of  abode  of  the  person  proposed,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  she  be  elected. 

Y.  That  this  and  all  other  questions  be  determined  by  a  nuyority  of  votes. 

VI.  That  the  Committee  meet  in  the  vestry  of  the  Adelphi  Chapel,  the 
second  Monday  in  every  month,  at  eleven  o*dock  in  the  morning.— Five  of 
the  members  constituting  a  quorum. 

VII.  That  an  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  be  held  tb«  second 
Monday  in  March,  to  review  the  business  of  the  preceding  year,  and  for 
the  election  of  officers  aqd  new  members  of  the  Committee,  if  necessaxy.— 
At  such  meeting,  any  subscriber  of  a  penny  per  week  may  give  a  vote  ill 
any  business  then  discussed. 

VIII.  That  the  moneys  collected  be  remitted  to  the  JMHtk  mmtFknigm 
JSikU  SoeUtp  annuaUy.** 

This  sodety  commenced  its  operations  by  circuladng  a 
judicious  and  forcible  Address  to  the  Public,  which  tended  ih 
no  inconsiderable  degree  to  prepare  the  wayfor  the  subsequent 
establishment  (in  December  181S)  of  the  Westminster  Aux- 
iliary Bible  Society.  But  it  will  readily  be  perceived,  that 
the  regulations  adopted  were  inadequate  to  the  end  demgned. 
Of  this  the  Committee  soon  became  sensible ;  and  in  the 
winter  of  1815,  the  author  was  invited  to  assist  iir  the  orga- 
nization of  the  society,  which  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  de* 
dining  state.  He  accordingly  prepared  a  code  of  Rules  and 
By-laws,  which  provided  for  the  division  of  Westminster  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  into  thirteen  suitable  districts,  and  the 
estabUshment  of  a,.  Ladles'  Association  in  each.     This  waa 
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Paisley  Female  Bible  Association. 

the  first  approach  towards,  that  system  which  will  be  more 
lolly  developed  in  the  succeeding  secti<ms :  and  in  order  to 
illustrate  its  advantages,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state,  &at  the 
^otal  amount  collected  by  the  \y,estminster  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
Society,  in  the  four  preceding  years,  was  about  150/.,  and  the 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed,  Z23 ;  whereas 
\he  aggregate  amount  ^collected  by  the  same  institi|tionand  its 
connected  associations,,  in  the  five  following  years,  exceeded 
S650/;  and  more  than  1^400  Bibles  and  Testaments  were 
distributed. 

In  reference  to  this  early  and  important  institution,  it  would 
be  improper  to  omit  the  following  record  of  the  sentimeijtflry 
Vith  which  the  Committee  of  the  Westminster  Auxiliary 
Society  contemplated  the  organization,  on  more  systematic 
principles,  of  the  pre-existing  establishment.  In  their  Third 
Annual  Report,  they  observe,-^ 

^  Your  Committee  unfeignedly  rejoice  in  announcing  to  you  an  event 
which  will  shed,  thej  are  persuaded,  a  lustre  over  the  proceiedings  of  th^ 
pest  year,  and  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  society,  to  which  memory 
ahall  never  recur  but  with  feelings  of  animated  and  lively  gratitude.  They 
refer  to  an  union  wliich  has  been  effected  between  this  society  and  a  society 
instituted  in  the  year  1811,  under  the  denomination  of  ^The  Westminst^ 
Ladies*  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.*  On  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  union,  your  Committee  will  not  enlarge ;  but  they  congratulate  you  on 
the  advantages  which  may  be  anticipated  from  the  combined  exertions  of  the 
two  societies  in  the  promotion  of  the  one  great  cause,  whose  interests  axe 
interwoven  with  the  best  affections  of  your  hearts.  They  who  have  often 
visited  the  poor  man's  dwelling,  to  wipe  away  the  tear  of  hunum  misery,  ana 
assuage  the  bitterness  of  temporal  distress,  are  now  become  fellow.laboureSi 
with  you  in  circulating  that  sacred  volume,  which  not  only  affords  the  sweet- 
est consolation  amidst  the  calamities  of  life,  but  directs  the  weeping  eye  to 
a  world  where  there  is  no  more  ciu'se,  neither  sorrow  nor  pain,  but  where 
the  poor  in  spirit  and  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God/* 

4.  In  the  year  1811,  a  society  was  formed  at  Paislet* 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Paisley  Female  Bible  Association,** 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  the  Ladies  of  that  town  "  mi 
opportunity  of  contributing  to  the  promotion  of  the  best, 
interests  of  mankind,  by  encouraging  the  translation  and 
distribution  of  the  Bible.  *  The  regulations  of  this  society 
exhibit  a  nearer  apnroach  to  that  system  which  has  been 
subsequently  adopted  throughout  the  nation,  than  those  which 
have  been  already  considered.  The  business  was  conducted 
by  "a  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  seven  Directors,  and  thirty- 
two  Collectors.  The  town  being  divided  into  sixteen  wards, 
two  collectors  were  appointed  for  each,  who  collected  the 
subscriptions  quarterly."  This  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  association  of  adult  females  which  contemplated  th^ 
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Instituted  on  a  different  plan— Results.-*Lochwinnock.— Johnstone. 

vupply  of  local  wants  as  a  priinary  object.  Bibles  sand  Tes- 
taments were  ordered  and  received  from  the  Parent  Institu^ 
tlon,  and  several  poor  females  were  furnished  with  diem  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  members.  The  collectors  wer^ 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  wants  of  their  districts,  that 
they  might  be  supplied ;  and  prudential  measures  were  de- 
vised to  prevent  mistake  or  imposition.  At  the  close  of  tlie 
first  year,^  the  number  of  subscribers  was  about  two  hundred  | 
apd  the  amount  collected,  45/.  135.  3d. :  but  at  the  second 
annual  meeting,  the  contributors  had  increased  to  above  six 
hundred,  ajod  the  year's  income  amounted  to  160/.  lOs. 

At  this  meeting,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  connexion  .should 
1)6  formed  with  the  "  Paisley  and  East  Renfrewshire  Biblj^ 
Society,'*  instituted  in  May  1813;  from  whose  First  Annual 
Report  the  following  appropriate  observation  is  extracted  :-— 

^  It  if  becoming  in  women  as  well  as  in  men  to  aid  so  valuable  a  purpose. 
It  18  equally  the  duty  of  females  to  believe  and  obey  the  Gospel :  and  if  Manr 
chose  that  better  part  which  shall  not  be  taken  away,  even  the  doctrine  oi 
Jesus  as  the  one  thing  needful ;  if  Lydia  attended  to  the  things  spoken  of  by 
Paul ;  and  if  PrisdUa  assisted  in  teaching  ApoUos  the  way  of  God  more  per- 
fectly ;  surely  it  is  the  duty  of  female  Christians  now  to  follow  these  exam'. 
^les ;  and  not  only  to  be  religious  in  private,  but  in  public  also,  encouraging  by 
secret  prayer  and  pubUc  exertion  every  fAoun  undertaking." 

The  funds  of  this  association^  like  those  of  its  more  humble 
but  no(  less  efficient  precursor  at  Aberdeen,  were  apportioned 
to  various,  though  kindred  benevolent  institutions,  at  the  dis- 
eretion  of  the  Committee.  This  mode  of  proceeding,  is  pe« 
cul^tr  to  Scotland :  and  it  well  deserves  the  serious  consi* 
deration  of  the  acute  and  enlightened  philanthropists  of  th^t 
country,  whether  the  streams  of  Christian  charity  be  not 
limited  rather  than  increased  by  its  adoption, — whether  th^ 
refreshing  waters  would  not  flow  in  richer  abundance,  if  a 
separate  fountain  were  u^loqked  for  eet/ch  particular  object^ 
|n  reference  to  the  Paisley  Association,  it  appears  that  thq 
plan  did  not  altogether  succeed,  as  a  Ladies*  Bible  Society  cm 
the  improved  system  has  superseded  that  establishment  ^ 

5«  In  the  year  181S,  a  society  was  established  in  Dublin, 

*  It  would  be  unjust  to  pass  over  two  other  Feniale  AsAociations,  in  con* 
neiion  with  the  Paisley  and  East  Renfrewshire  Auxiliary  Society; — that  of 
JLocHWiNNOCK,  established  in  March,  and  that  of  Johnstone  in  April,  1813. 
Both  these  institutions  were  formed  on  the  model  of  that  of  Paisley,  with  som* 
fiUght  modifications,  and  appear  to  have  contributed  liberally  to  the  funds  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  which  acknowledges  a  rpinitlance  of  58/.  l6s,Sd,  by  the 
former,  and  of  76/.  by  the  latier,  in  the  first  yiar  of  their  existence. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  association,  on  a  more  limited  scale, 
was  instituted  in  February  1814,  ai  BALraon,  in  connexiim  with  the  QUiutow 
BiblA  Society. 
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under  the  deftignation  of  ''The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  BiUe 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  Hiberniali 
KMe  Society.**  This  institution  was  countenanced  by  per- 
sonages of  great  distinction ;  and  its  regulations  appear  to 
have  been  similar  to  those  originally  adopted  in  Westminstay 
and  already  detailed.  .As  it  has  gradually  mer^pd  into  the 
less  prominent,  but  more  efficient  "  AssociattonSf*'  subse?* 
quenuy  formed  in  that  city,  it  is  only  necessary  taalhide  to  it» 
as  an  additional  motive  for  the  formation  of  a  **  Ladies* 
Branch  Society/  which  experience  has  satisfactorily  proved 
to  be  expedient  in  extensive  districts,  where  more  than  on6 
association  is  found  necessary.  In  reference  to  this  society^ 
and  to  similar  institutions  in  the  sister  island,  the  Committee 
of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society,  in  their  Eighth  Annual  Re-' 
port,  observe:— 

**  One,  instituted  by  the  Ladies  in  Limmieky  thongii  finrmed  only  thres 
noDtht,  has  produced  the  sum  of  4St ;  and  another,  set  on  foot  by  the  La- 
dies in  StigPy  has  in  the  same  time  raised  45t  From  the  first  of  these  so- 
cieties which  was  finrmed,  that  established  by  the  Ladies  of  Dublin,  jour 
Committee  ha^e  received,  during  the  last  year,  the  sum  of  840il** 

In  November  1812,  an  Association  on  a  limited  scale  waa 
formed  at  Lyminoton,  in  Hampshire,  principally  by  means 
qi  a  pious  and  benevolent  lady,  whose  unrei;nitting  exertions 
fed  to  its  organization  on  more  regular  and  systematic  princih 
pks  at  a  subsequent  period. 

&  In  tracing  the  progress  of  female  interest  and  exertion 
^  in  the  cause,  the  next  society  which  claims  attention  is  that 
*  of  Colchester.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  example  of 
Westminster  first  suggested  the  idea  of  a  similar  institutiott 
Co  the  Committee  of  me  Colchester  and  E^t-Essex  Auxiliary 
Society ;  and  the  desim  appears  to  have  been  encouraged  by 
ihe  difficulties  which  those  gentlem^i  found  in  dieir  way,  in  the 
course  of  their  endeavours  to  ascertain  and  supply  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  and  by  their  inability  to  devote  the  requisite  time  for 
collecting  the  contributions  of  the  labouring  classes*  A  Sub- 
Committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  **  to  prepare  a  ]dan 
lor  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Association,  particulariy  among 
the  Ladies  (*  and  the  active  and  eealous  individuals  to  whom 
this  duty  was  assigned,  immediately  proceeded  to  select,  from 
the  Rules  recommended  by  the  Parent  Institution  for  Bible 
Associations  {See  Chap.  III.  Section  II.)f  such  regulations  as 
appeared  suitable  for  an  association  of  females.  When  the 
pwi  was  sufficiently  matured,  it  was  submitted  to  a  meeting 
of  Ladies,  convened  at  the  Vicarage  of  St  Peter's  by  a  dv- 
colar  invitation;  and  on  the  1st  of  March,  181S,  the  sodetf 
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I  regularly  estabKshed,  under  the  patronage  of  the  CounteM 
of  Chatham.  A  President,  Treasurer,  three  Secretaries,  and 
thirty-one  Collectors,  were  appointed :  and  within  little  more 
tfian  six  months  from  its  estabushment,  this  association  distri* 
touted  106  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  collected  above 
e^hty  pounds;  of  which  sum,  4f7L4a*Sd.  was  .appropriated 
to  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution*  This  success 
justifies  tiie  language  in  which  the  Auxiliary  Society,  in  their 
Third  Annual  Report,  announce  its  fonnation,  as-^ 

*  an  inatitution  worthj  of  extensiTe  imitation,  and  tram  which  the  moat 
beneficial  effects  hare  already  ariaen;  not  only  hy  imparting  the  holy 
scriptures  to  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Coldiester,  but  also  bj  contributing  ujp^ 
waids  of  one-half  of  its  funds  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Sodetj ;  whidi 
were  raised  hj  the  meritorious  exertions  of  a  Committee  consisting  of 
neaiijr  fortj"  Ladies,  who  collected  from  above  SOO  members  their  subscrip- 
tions of  one  pennj  a  week  and  upwarda.  Your  Committee  notiee  with  much 
pkaaure  the  patronage  bj  which  thia  institution  haa  recently  been  honoured  t 
and  as  the  supply  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Colchester  is  its  first  concern, 
jour  Committee  cheerfully  commit  this  part  of  their  duty  into  its  hands.** 

It  must  however  be  acknowledged,  that  the  rules  adopted 
by  this  association  were  deficient  in  some  important  particu* 
lars.  It  was  resolved  that  the  members  oi  the  Committee 
should  be  selected  from  anaong  ''  such  Ladies  as  shall  pro- 
cure and  pay  to  the  amount  of  twelve  subscriptions  (of  one 
penny  a  week)  and  upwards  :**— and  by  another  regulation. 
It  was  provided,  ^  that  it  be  determined  at  the  montihly 
meetkiffi  to  whonf  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  dis* 
tributed,  and  tiiat  they  be  applied  for  one  month  previous 
lo  Aeir  beinff  deKvered.**  Hence  it  will  readily  be  perceived* 
that  the  quaMcation  of  a  member  of  the  Committee,  or  Col* 
lector,  might  be,  and  in  many  cases  was  acquired  by  Ladies 
without  going  out  of  their  own  fiuailies,  or  tne  circle  of  their 
inunediate  firiends;  and  thus  the  primary  object  of  all  such 
institutions— that  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor— - 
was,  in  a  ereat  degree,  defeated!  Experience  has  abundandy 
.proved,  &at  it  is  only  by  assigning  a  local  and  defined 
4istrict^  of  limited  extent,  to  voluntary  and  approved  collec- 
tors, and  by  that  knowledge  of  its  inhabitants  wliich  ]^rsonid 
investigation  alone  can  supply,  that  this  important  olqect  can 
be  accomplished,  and  permanent  benefit  conferred*  And  it 
*is  equally  evident,  that  die  latter  regulation  implies  an  extent 
'of  gratuitous  distribution,  unnecessary  in  r^erence  to  the 
lalxNiring  classes,  and  subversive  of  those  powerful  principles 
which  should  constitute  the  basis  of  every  attempt  to  improve 
tiieir  state.  A  comparison  of  the  rules  in  question,  widi 
those  recommended  m  die  following  sectims,  will  supersede 
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the  necessity  of  any  further  remark  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject»  especially  as  the  Committee  of  the  Colchester  Ladies* 
Association  have  recently  adopted,  with  considerable  effect, 
the  improved  system. 

'  7.  The  example  of  Colchester  was  speedily  followed  by  the 
neighbouring  towns  of  Bockino  and  Cogoleshall.  In  th^ 
-former,  a  Ladies*  Association  was  established  in  Aimust;  and 
Sn  the  latter,  a  similar  institution  was  formed  in  November 
1818.  The  early  success  of  both  was  commensurate  to  that 
jof  their  elder  sister;  and  if  their  subsequent  declension  ap- 
pear to  have  been  more  rapid  and  considerable,  it  must  be 
-ascribed  to  the  defects  of  the  constitution  adopted,  rather 
than  a  deficiency  of  interest  and  zeal  in  those  who  conducted 
their  concerns.  Nor  is  it  an  unreasonable  hope,  that  the  ex- 
emplary piety,  diligence,  and  judgment,  which  distinguish 
the  Oflicers  and  Committee  of  the  Colchester  and  East-Essex 
Auxiliary  Society,  will  prompt  them  to  devise  speedy  anft 
effectual  measures  for  the  revival  of  those  associations,  and 
'the  more  general  extension  of  the  system ;  thus  perpetuating 
that  bright  and  early  example,  which  has  conferred  isuch 
Tioriour  on  their  district,  and  contributed,  in  no  shghf  degree, 
to  its  good  order,  tranquillity,  and  happiness. 

,  8.  In  July  1813,  A  Ladies*  Association  was  instiituted  at 
GuiLDFORi),  in  the  county  of  Surrey;  of  which  it  was  one  of 
like  Hides,  "  That  a  part  of  the  funds  of  this  association  be 
^transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Surrey  Auxiliary  Society, 
Jialf-yearly,  in  aid  of  the  foreign  department  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society."  Within  seven  years,  ending  in 
l^y  1820,  this  society  distributed  2160  Bibles  and  Tester 
meats,  and  remitted  222L  for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent 
Institution.  The  example  of  Giuldford  was  followed,  in 
April  1814,  by  the  neighbouring  town  of  Godalming,  where 
H  numerous  and  efficient  committee  was  formed — the  offices 
6f  treasurer  and  secretary  being  filled  by  gendemen.  In  the 
month  of  December  following,  the  author  was  invited  to  attend 
one  of  the  general  meetings  of  the  latter,  and,  on  investigation, 
found  the  system  defective  in  many  important  points;  but 
convinced,  by  the  seal  and  animation  manUested  by  one  of  the 
isecretaries,  and  the  ladies  of  the  Committee,  that  if  it  were  im- 
proved on  the  model  of  that  which  had  been  attended  with 
such  unprecedented  success  in  Southwark,  the  best  effects 
Mftight  be  anticipated,  he  turned  his  attention  more  decidedly 
tp  the  subject  In  attempting  to  revise  the  various  and  dig- 
iwrdant  regulations  whidi  had  £Edlen  under  his  notice^  it 
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First  triplication  of  the  Improved  System  at  Godalming. 

became  evident^  that  a  more  dear  and  intelligible  system  was 
requisite,  not  only  to  preserve  uniformity  of  design  and  open 
ration,  but  to  excite  and  maintain  an  interest  in  the  cause. 
With  these  views,  he  prolonged  his  stay  at  Godalming;  and 
having  matured  a  code  of  Rules  and  By-laws,  with  forms  of 
the  Books  and  Papers  necessary  for  the  association,  they  were 
submitted  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  unani^ 
mously  adopted.  The  results  of  those  measures  were  speedily 
yitnessed :  in  a  district  embracing  a  population  of  scarcely 
four  thousand,  the  first  year's  aggregate  collection  amounted 
to  2041.  ISs.  lOd.;  and  within  the  same  i>eriod,  502  Bibles  and 
Testaments  were  sold  to  the  poor  at  reduced  prices ;  while  a 
moral  interest  was  excited  throughout  every  class  of  the  conw 
munity,  in  favour  of  a  cause,  equally  benevolent  in  its  design 
and  beneficial  in  its  effects.  Under  a  review  of  these  ffratU 
fving  circumstances,  and  desirous  of  extending  a  knowledge  o{ 
the  plan,  the  Committee  of  the  Godalming  Association  felt 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  the  foUowing  Resolution 
to  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  subscribers,  by  which  it 
was  unanimously  adopted :— - 

^  That  this  meeting,  convinced  of  the  henefits  arising  fVom  th^  adoption  of 
the  SouTHWARK  Bible  Association  system,  adapted  to  the  local  circum* 
atanoes  of  the  country,  do  request  that  such  extracts  may  be  made  by  the 
Committee,  from  the  documents  in  their  poasewion,  as  may  tend  to  enlain 
the  plan,  and  encourage  its  general  adoption ;  and  Uiat  the  same  be  pnnted 
and  published,  as  an  AppenduL  to  the  Report.** 


9.  The  several  societies  and  associations  now  eniunerated, 
were  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  Female  institutions  for  pro* 
moting  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  which  existed  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  previous  to  the  year  1814. 

But  before  we  trace  the  progress  of  the  system  firom  the 
period  of  its  first  application  to  Ladies*  Societies  at  Godal* 
ming,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  slight  review  of  the  effects  of  a 
similar  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Female  sex  in  America^ 
to  co-operate  in  this  work  of  charity  and  peace.  The  first 
idemonstration  of  this  generous  feeling  is  thus  noticed  in  the 
Report  of  the  New- York  Bible  Society  for  1813  :— 

^  During  the  past  year,  an  aoMxsiation,  composed  of  a  number  of  pious  and 
1>enevolent  ladies,    and  called    *  The  Female  BiUe  Society  ef  Gemata^  was 

formed  in  the  town  of  Geneva,  on  the  Seneca  Lake.  In  the  month  of  April 
last,  they  forwarded  to  this  city  fifty  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  their  Aindsi 
to  procure  Bibles  on  the  most  advantageous  terms.  Your  Board,  desirous 
«f  aitog  and  encouraging  the  laudabfe  efforts  of  that  in&nt  institutionv 
reaolved  to  furnish  them  with  the  Scriptures  at  first  cost,  to  the  amount  4>f 
their  fiinda^  and  ta  present  them  with  fifty  Bibles  la  addition.    One  hundred 
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Establisbiment  of  Fem^  Societies  in  America ;— in  Saxony. 

and  thirty  Billies  were  accordinglj  deliTered  to  their  agent,  to  be  forwarded 
to  them." 

'  Tlie  feeling  thus  manifested  rapidly  extended.  Tn  the 
spring  of  1814,  a  Female  Bible  Society  was  established  in  the 
dty  of  Philadelphia;  and  was  announced  to  the  Parent- 
Institution  in  London  by  the  following  communication  from 
lihe  Secretary : — 

^  ^  Inclosed  jou  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Female 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  an  Address  from  Bishop  White,* 
dellyered  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  members.  By  a  Resolution  of  the 
Managers,  I  am  directed  to  make  a  communication  to  Uie  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  of  London,  advising  of  the  establishment  of  this  institution. 

*^  Yott  will  perceive,  sir,  that  this  society  has  been  recently  oiganized; 
but  the  encouragement  and  success  it  has  already  experienced,  are  strong 
indications  of  its  future  respectability  and  usefulness.  As  soon  as  the  plan 
was  proposed.  Ladies  of  all  Christian  Denominations  in  this  dty  came  forward 
to  promote  it  s  and  during  the  first  week  there  were  nearly  five  hundred 
aubscribera.  Since  then,  the. number  has  been  considerably  augmented,  and 
is  now  daily  increasing.  The  counsel  and  asaiatance  of  the  Clergy  and  dis* 
tinguished  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  have  been  liberally 
<f>in«*rred;  and  the  direction  of  Female  efforts  to  this  object,  has  received  un- 
qnalified  approbation  and  support  firom  tiie  most  eminently  pious  among  us.** 

In  their  Annual  Report  for  1814,  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  New- York  Bible  Society  observe  :— 

*  ^  The  Board  notice  with  much  pleasure  the  establishment,  during  the  past 
year,  of  several  Female  Aasodationa  in  this  country,  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  contributing,  by  their  personal  attention  as  well  as  by  their  pecuniary 
means,  to  disseminate  the  Word  of  Gon.  In  the  last  year*s  Report,  mention 
was  niade  of  the  formation  of  Tke  FemaU  BibU  Stiittp  of  Geneva^  on  the 
Seneca  Lake.  Since  then,  another  of  the  same  kind  has  been  instituted  in 
this  state,  at  the  village  of  Poughkeepsie  $  dso,  one  at  Philadelphia ;  one  at 
Boston  I  one  at  Burlington,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey ;  one  at  Carlisle,  in 
Pennsylvania;  one  at  Newville,  twelve  miles  from  Carlisle;  and  one  at 
Manchester,  in  Virginia.  It  will  doubtless  be  considered  an  important 
acquisition  to  the  cause  of  Bible  Societies,  to  have  engaged  in  its  active 
duties  that  sex,  so  distinguished  for  their  benevolence  and  piety,  and  so 
peculiarly  qualified  for  dispensing  with  advantage  the  offerings  of  this  sub. 
fime  charity  among  the  children  of  sorrow  and  of  want** 

10.  Even  at  this  early  period,  a  similar  disposition  was  mani- 
fested on  the  Continent  of  Europe,'in  the  establishment  of  two 
Female  Bible  Associations.  The  first  institution  of  this 
nature  appears  to  have  been  formed  in  1814^  and  is  thua 
announcea  in  the  primary  report  of  the  Saxon  Bible  Society: 
--^^  Several  ladies  have  sent  in  their  contributions;  and  we 
have  lately  received  a  gift  of  thirty  rix-doUars,  J^om  a  Female 
Association  at  Freyberg  tn  Saxovy.**    The  precise  period  at 

*  8se  this  Addrast,  Praliminary  Obsenratlon%  l^o.  ti 
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and  in  Bremen.— Baptd  progreaa  of  the  tfstem  in  England. 

which  the  second  was  established  is  not  so  easily  ascertained; 
but  it  appears,  from  the  interesting  letters  of  Dr.  SteinkopC 
in  1815,  to  have  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
effects.  Speaking  of  Bremen,  "  a  city  distinguished  by  the 
religious  spirit  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  among  the  higher  as 
well  as  the  lower  classes  of  society,"  he  observes — *'  A  most 
benevolent  lady,  the  President  of  the  Ladies'  Association  at 
Bremen,  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  good  done  by  the  Bibles 
and  Testaments  distributed  among  the  Hamburg  exiles.** 
Brief  as  is  this  notice,  what  a  volume  of  encouragement  do^a 
it  contain!  Banished  from  his  home  and  country,  thq 
Christian  finds  his  consolation  and  support  in  the  precepta 
and  example,  the  sacrifice  and  atonement,  of  Him  wno  '*  nq/i 
not  where  to  lay  his  head  /'* 

*  s 

1 1.  The  publication  of  the  Southwark  system  for  conducting 
Bible  Associations  smierall%  in  the  summer  .of  1814,  and  the 
eirculalion  of  two  large  editions,  had  prepared  the  publio 
mind  to  appreciate  those  institutions,  and  consequenUy  fii» 
cilitated  the  application  of  the  same  principles  in  reference  to 
Female  exertion.  The  Godalming  Association,  as  already 
observed,  was  the  first  regtdarly-organized  Ladies'  Society:  and 

'  the  system  adopted  by  the  Committee  being  detailed  in  the 
Appendix  Co  their  First  Annual  Report,  published  in  ike 
autumn  of  1815,  this  institution  speedily  became  a  model  for. 
many  others,  not  only  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  but  in  more 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  towns  of  Farnham^ 
Maidenhead,  Kingston,  and  Henlet-on-Thames,  were 
amofiff  the  first  to  follow  this  example,  and  to  experience  the 
beneficial  effects,  both  direct  and  collateral,  of  Fenude  practical 
benevolence. 

12.  In  following  the  chain  of  circumstances  which  have 
gradually  led  to  tne  improvement  and  general  adoption  of 
the  system,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  more  particularly  to  the 
state  of  Southwark  in  the  spring  of  1 815.  The  twelve  associa- 
tions, conducted  exclusively  by  gentlemen,  had  then  been  in 
full  operation  nearly  two  years  and  a  half;  and  the  results  had 
surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  their  warmest 
firiends.  Nearly  14,000  Bibles  and  Testaments  had  been 
distributed;  more  than  ten  thousand  subscribers  were  coutri* 
buting  to  their  funds;  and  upwards  of  4600/.  had  been 
remitted  to  the  Auxiliary  Society ; — ^no  symptom  of  decay 
was  e^bited,  and  the  highest  degree  of  regularity  and  order 
characterized  the  whole  body.    Such  being  the  flourishing 
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State  of  that  district  with  which  the  author  was  more  hnmc- 
diately  connected,  he  did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  measures,  which,  however  applicable 
to  other  places,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment in  reference  to  Southwark.  At  this  period,  his  official 
duties,  as  Secretary  of  the  Guardian  Society,  led  to  an  investi- 
gation of  the  circumstances  attending  nearly  two  hundred 
wretched  females,  who  had  become  the  objects  of  that  ad- 
mirable institution;  when  it  appeared,  that  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  these  unhappy  victims  of  vice  and  misery 
had  been  domestic  servants.  In  pursuing  the  inquiry  sug- 
gested by  this  discovery,  the  melancholy  fact  was  ascertained, 
fliat  it  is  from  the  bosoms  of  our  own  families  the  deluge  of 
iniquity,  which  covers  the  streets  of  the  metropolis,  is  prin- 
cipally supplied :  but  the  pain  of  this  disclosure  was  in  some 
degree  mitigated  by  the  reflection,  that  it  is  more  easy  to  cut 
off  the  streams  which /eed  this  flood  of  profligacy,  than  to 
devise  measures  for  restraining  the  overwhelming  tide.  Th<$ 
immediate  consequence  of  the  information  thus  acquired,  wasj 
an  application  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  asi^oclations 
in  Southwark,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  female  servants  who 
were  members,  either  as  free  contributors,  or  subscribers  for 
Bibles  and  Testaments ;  and  the  preparation  of  a  specific 
Address*  to  this  numerous  and  important  class  of  the  com* 
munity,  which,  being  approved  and  adopted,  was  very  exten* 
mvely  circulated  in  the  winter  of  1814.  In  the  following 
flttmmer  the  author  renewed  his  inquiries  in  the  twelve 
associations,  and  found,  to  his  extreme  disappointment,  that 
the  apparent  effects  produced  by  the  circulation*  of  the 
^Address'*  were  inconsiderable : — in  a  district  embradng  a 
population  of  150,000,  of  which,  on  a  moderate  estimate, 
9000  are  domestic  servants,  orAy  fifty-three  individuals  of  this 
description  were  reported  as  subscribers.  Scarcely  had  this 
unexpected  information  been  obtained,  when,  on  accepting 
an  invitation  to  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Kincston- 
*upon-Thames  Ladies*  Association,  the  author  found  a  solution 
of  his  difficulties.  That  societv  had  been  only  a  few  months 
established;  the  estimated  population  of  the  district  was  about 
4000 ;  and  the  number  of  domestic  servants  computed  to  be 
500,  of  whom  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  were  sub- 
scribers : — the  deduction  from  such  premises  was  clear  and 
indisputable :  it  was  evident  that  Femsues  constituted  the  pro- 
per and  legitimate  medium  of  application  to  the  members  of 

*  Set  Appendix,   No.  X. 
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their  own  sex ;  and  that  in  order  to  excite  that  general  interest' 
wliich  was  the  immediate  object  of  this  inquiry,  the  formation 
of  Ladies'  Associations  in  Southwark  was  indispensable.  A 
proposition  to  this  effect  having  met  the .  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  the  Committee,  measures  were  devised  for  carrying^ 
it  into  effect ;  and,  before  the  close  of  the  year,  six  associations 
were  established,  in  connexion  with  those  previously  existing. 
in  the  respective  parishes ;  and  means  were  adopted  for  the 
formation  of  similar  institutions  in  the  remaining  districts: 
One  of  the  immediate  results  of  these  proceedings,  satisfactorily 
demonstrated  the  correctness  of  the  view  already  taken,  by 
exhibiting  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  female  servants  as 
subscribers  to  one  of  these  associations  within  six  weeks  after 
its  establishment, 

13.  Those  considerations  which  arise  out  of  our  daily  habitSji 
and  are  connected  with  our  immediate  interests,  are  frequently 
the  last  to  force  themselves  on  our  attention; — that  which  nxaj^ 
be  always  done,  seems  to  carry  our  apology  for  leaving  it 
undone;  and  ^*  a  more  convenient  season*'  will  ever  be  an«^ 
ticipated,  for  the  discharge  of  an  obligation  which  we  feel.no 
inclination  to  meet  Except  on  these  grounds,  it  is  impossible 
to  account  for'that  apathy  and  supineness  ¥rith  which  almost 
every  measure  suggested  for  the  improvement  of  female  ser^ 
vants  has  been  received,  while  the  complaints  of  their  mis-> 
conduct  are  proverbially  incessant  Under  this  view ,  of  the 
subject,  it  becomes  an  important  object  of  inquiry,  whether 
we  are  not  ourselves  accessary  to  those  faults  which  we  sa 
loudly. condenm;  and  whether  we  may  not  at  least  diminish 
an  acknowledged  and  extensive  evil,  if  we  cannot  alt'ocethei; 
prevent  its  existence*  As  professing  Christians,  we  acknow- 
ledge one  fixed  and  unalterable  standard  of  morals  and  oi^ 
duty,  for  evei*y  rank  and  denomination, — "  Knowins  that  what" 
soever  good  thinQs  any  man  doeth,  the  same  shall  he  receive  of 
the  Lord,  whetlier  lie  be  bond  or  free :"  but  if  we  neglect  to^ . 
impress  on  the  minds  of  our  domestics  a  due  sense  of  the 
authority  and  purity  of  this  standard,  an  habitual  reverence 
of  its  injunctions,  and  a  settled  conviction  of  their  responsi- 
bility to  Him  who  framed  it,  we  shall  assuredlv  be  disap^. 
pointed  in  our  expectations  of  that  faithful  obedience  to  aa 
earthly  master,  which  is  withheld  from  the  King  of  Kino» 
and  Lord  of  Lords.  In  the  discharge  of  tliis  duty,  our  own 
temporal  interests  and  comfort  are  deeply  involved :  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  entrust  our  lives  and  property^  the  healthy 
sufety,  tod  morals  of  our  childr^ni  to  our  domestic  servants ; 
but  we  are  too  often  indifferent  to  the  momentous  inquiry^ 
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whether  the  character  we  have  receiyed  with  them,  and  that 
which  they  ac<]uire  in  our  service,  be  established  on  die  only 
foundation  which  insures  its  stability,  and  justifies  our  con* 
fidence.  There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  it  may 
not  be  unprofitable  to  consider  this  important  subject*  To 
those  who  have  perused  some  recent  and  valuable  works  on 
criminal  jurisprudence,  and  especiaUy  to  those  benevolent 
individuals  who  have  been  made  the  honoured  instruments 
of  changing  the  moral  aspect  of  our  principal  prisons,  it  will 
be  a  familiar  observation,  that  a  love  of  dress  is  one  of  the 
first  temptations  which  assails  the  female  sex;  and  that,  in 
numerous  instances,  the  gratification  of  this  vanity  has  been 
the  primary  step  m  a  career  of  guilt  and  misery.  There  are 
but  few  female  servants,  in  respecta1;»le  families,  whose  wages 
are  not  more  than  adequate  to  their  necessary  expenses,  and 
to  that  moderate  provision  for  the  future  which  should  always 
be  encouraged  and  luisisted;  but  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  ttuit' 
die  surplus  is  too  generaUy  appropriated  to  the  indulgence  o( 
diis  prevalent  passion;  and  the  consequences  are  lamentably 
evident  to  every  reflecting  mind. 

From  these  considerations,  and  many  odiers  which  will 
readily  suggest  diemselves  on  a  calm  review  of  the  subject, 
it  is  obviously  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  countenance  and 
Support  such  measures  as  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the 
inoral  character  of  female  servants,  while  they  promote  diose 
habits  of  conscientious  fidelity,  industry,  and  sobriety,  by 
which  domestic  peace  and  good  order  are  secured  and  main- 
tained. Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  a  more  efiectual  and 
less  objectionable  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object,  than 
diat  of  exciting  among  them  an  interest  in  the  great  design 
of  die  Bible  Society, — ^first^  by  supplying  themselves,  and 
then  by  contributing  their  limited  aid  to  supply  the  whole 
human  race. 

These  observations  cannot  be  more  appropriately  con- 
cluded, than  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  St  Saviour's  and  St.  Thomas's  Assoiciation, 
Southwark  :— 

*^  Within  the  district  were  three  poor  orphan  children,  without  a  fiither, 
without  support,  and  without  a  Bible.  Thar  situation  attracted  the  atten* 
Han  of  a  female  servant  She  could  not  supplj  their  other  necessities— she 
could  not  give  them  food  and  raiment  for  their  bodies ;  but  she  gave  what 
she  could  give — ^the  Word  of  God  !  She  subscribed  for  them  to  the  Asbo- 
elation,  and  presented  each  child  with  a  Bible  I  As  long  as  the  Bible 
Association  of  St  Saviour*B  and  St  Thomas's  exists,  skaii  this  thai  she  hath 

14.  Returning  from  this  digression,  whidi  will  find  an 
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•|K>logy  in  the  importance  of  its  subject— the  next  Female 
Association  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  Reading. 
.  It  viU  be  recollected,  that  it  was  in  this  town  the  first 
tegular  Auxiliary  Society  was  established ;  and  seven  years 
baving  elapsed  since  that  memorable  event,  it  might  have 
been  vationally  presumed  that  the  primary  object  of  local 
Irapl^ly  had  been  fiilly  accomplished.  Some  casual  inquiry, 
howeveri  induced  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  coii- 
clusion :  and  an  appeal  having  been  made  to  the  Ladies,  it  waa 
promptly  recognised ;  and  the  Association  was  instituted  on 
the  4th  of  April  1816,  with  a  degree  of  imanimity  and  aoeal 
tarely  equalled  and  never  surpassed.  The  town,  containing 
a  population  of  about  12,000,  was  divided  into  54  districts, 
which  were  regularly  and  systematically  visited  every  week, 
by  one  hundred  and  nine  ladies;  the  results  of  whose  exertions 
during  the  first  four  weeks,  as  reported  at  the  Committee* 
meeting  held  on  the  14th  of  May,  exhibited  a  list  of  1790 
contributors,  of  whom  863  were  subscribers  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  an  aggregate  collection  of  103^  1&.  At 
the  termination  of  the  first  year,  1056  copies  of  the  holy 
Scriptures  had  been  distributed  by  sale;  and  643^  I2s.  Sd. 
had  been  paid  into  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  of  which  70iL 
was  unanimously  voted,  as  a  primary  remittance  for  the 
general  object  oi  the  Parent  Institution. 

15.  The  unprecedented  success  of  the  Reading  Ladies* 
Association,  and  of  several  similar  establishments  formed 
about  the  sam^  period  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Henley  Auxiliary  Society,  mduced  the  Com- 
jiiittee  of  the  latter  institution  to  include  in  the  Appendix  to 
their  Annual  Report  for  1816,  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Southwark  system,  as  applicable  to  Female  Associations.  This 
publication  being  extensively  circulated,  produced  a  conside- 
rable effect.  At  Abinodon,  Southampton,  Bristol,  Brigh- 
ton, Lewes,  Weymouth,  Poole,  Bridport,  Sherborne,  and 
many  places  of  minor  importance.  Ladies*  Associations  were 
Sjpeedily  organized  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  a  disposition  in 
their  favour  was  rapidly  spreading  throughout  the  kingdom* 
In  the  course  of  these  operations,  the  author  had  found  occa- 
sion to  revise  the  Rules  and  By-laws  originally  framed  at 
Godalming;  experience  and  more  close  observation  having 
suggested  various  improvements  in  the  plan,  calculated  to 
faoEtate  and  simplify  the  proceedings.  In  October  1817^ 
the  entire  cod^  of  Regulations  was  submitted  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Parent  Society;  and  afler  a  full  and  minute  examina- 
tion into  the  tendency  of  each  particular  part,  tfnd  such  few 
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alterations'  as  appeared  necessary  to  render  the  design  more 
clear  and  explicit^  it  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
General  Conimittee  on  the  17th  of  November ;  and  a  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  that  copies  should  be  immediately  printed 
and  circulated  in  the  name  and  under  the  sanctioii  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soeiety.  This  decision  was 
officially  announced  by  the  feUowing  communicationi  prefixed 
to  the  **  Monthly  Extracts  of  Correspondence,  No.  4." 

'*  Sodetj's  House,  Earl  Street,  Blackftiars,  Not,  17,  1817* ' 
^  The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societj  avail  them- 
selves of  their  monthly  communication,  to  make  known  the  result  of  their 
recent  inqwries  and  proceedings,  in  reference  to  certain  points  materiallj 
eonnected  with  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

^'  The  first  subject  of  their  investigation  was,  the  most  proper  mode  of 
turning  to  advantageous  account  the  zeal  so  generally  and  laudably  mani- 
fested by  the  Female  sex  in  &vour  of  the  sodety^s  object,  both  in  its  Domes- 
tic and  Foreign  Departmoit.  The  course  whidi  that  seal  had  spontaneoinlj 
taken  in  the  establishment  of  '  Ladiea*  Bi})le  Associations,'  left  nothing  for 
the  Committee  to  do,  but  to  recommend  the  best  means  which  their  experi- 
ence oould  ftimish,  for  giving  to  Female  agency,  in  this  way  of  employing  it^ 
a  prudent  and  useftil  direction.  With  this  view,  the  Committee  examined 
the  Regulations  in  most  general  use:  and  they  now  present  thon  in  a 
.revised  form,*  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  found  serviceable  in  nm^oH;«^g 
thai  class  of  Associations,  which^.  tf  regularly  constituted,  and  discreetly 
'ciHiductedy  is  likely  to  become  an  instrument  of  extensive  and  permanent 
good.** 

The  consequence  of  these  judicious  and  well-timed  pro- 
*ceedings,  and  of  this  explicit  approyal  on  the  part  of  those  to 
whom  the  superintendence  of  tne  system  is  so  beneficially 
entrusted,  were  speedily  manifested.  Before  the  close  of  that 
year,  no  fewer  than  twenty-eight  Female  Associations  were 
established  and  organized  in  Uie  counties  of  Buckingham, 
Oxford,  Northampton,  and  Lancaster;  and  the  following  year 
was  characterizea  by  the  formation  of  more  than  seventy 
simOar  institutions. 

16.  Such  w^e  the  origin  and  progress  of  that  system, 
which  will  be  developed  in  Section  III.:  but  it  is  first  neces- 
sary to  consider  the  nature  and  constitution  of  Ladies* 
Branch  Societies,  to  which  some  slight  allusion  has  been 
already  made.  These  institutions  are  of  a  more  recent 
origin,  and  were  not  contemplated  when  the  plan  of  Female 
Associations  was  first  devised;  but  they  claim  priority  of  place, 
on  the  grounds  of  their  importance,  and  on  those  of  clear 
and  lucid  arrangement  They  will  therefore  form  the  sub- 
ject of  the  next  section. 
— — — — . .. .  .  I 

*  Sec  Section  III.  of  this  Chapter. 
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It  would  indeed  be  unjust,  in  a  section  which  professes  ta 
trace  the  history  of  Female  exertion  in  the  best  of  causes,  to 
omit  a  distinct  allusion  to  a  Lady,  whose  ardent  zeal  and  per- 
severance justify  the  application  of  the  inspired  language— 
*^Mamf  daughters  have  done  virtuously  ;  but  thou  excellest  them 
alW  Those  readers  who  are  familiar  with  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Parent  Society,,  will  recognise,  in  this  allusion, 
**  a  correspondent  at  a  principal  nav^  station,**  who  hui, 
during  the  last  eleven  years,  been  the  honoured  instrument; 
of  distributing  more  than  twenty-nine  thousand  copies  of  the 
holy  scriptures,  in  ten  different  languages,  among  a  descrip- 
tion of  persons  to  which  few  could  find  access,  except  those 
who  are  animated,  like  her,  with  a  fervent  desire  to  promote 
the  glory  of  Goj>  in  the  salvation  of  her  fellow-creatures. 

SECTION  tt 

ON  LADIES*  BRANCH  60CI8TIES« 

L  In  unfolding  the  practical  constitution  of  the  auxiliary 
system,  we  are  perpetually  reminded  of  the  insufficiency  of 
every  human  invention,  for  the  accomplishment  of  even  the 
best  and  purest  ends.  The  works  of  the  Divine  Architect 
alone  bear  the  stamp  of  wisdom^  and  perfection ;  and  the 
highest  attainment  of  sublunigry  intelligence  can  only  be  a 
progressive  approach  towards  that  exceUenee  which  it  can 
never  reach.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  every  suc^ 
cessive  improvement  of  this  system  has  been  the  result  of 
accidental  circumstances  ;  and  the  division  of  it  which  now 
claims  our  attention,  exhibits  a  striking  illustration  of  this 
remark. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1817,  a  society  was  established  in 
Liverpool,  under  the  designation  of  the  "  Liverpool  Ladies* 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society;**  conducted  by  a  treasurer,  two  secre- 
taries, and  a  committee  of  twenty-four  other  ladies;  and  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Countess  of  Derby,  Lady  Stanley,  and 
other  elevated  characters  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  judicious 
Address  was  adopted  and  circulated,  wherein  the  ^'great  defi- 
dency  of  Bibles  still  existing  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
town  and  vicinity,"  and  the  importance  of  **  the  general 
objects  of  the  Parent  Institution,**  were  stronglv  urged,  as  the 
grounds  of  api)eal  to  the  public  sympathy  and  benevolence. 
About  sixty  ladies,  having  subsequently  offered  dieir  services 
as  collectors,  were  appointed  to  extensive  districts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  respective  members  of  the  Committee,  to 
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whom  they  presented  their  reports  monthly,  and  paid  over  the 
amount  collected. 

In  announcing  this  institution,  the  Committee  of  the  Liver- 
pool Auxiliary  Society,  in  their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  ob- 
serve:— 

"  Your  Committee  had  lamented  equally  with  all  their  predecessors,  the 
great  inefficiency  of  Gentlemen,  in  a  plan  professing  to  embrace  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Bible,  through  every  part  of  a  numerous,  poor,  and  ever-varying 
population.  That  defect  will  be  supplied— that  difficulty  will  be  removed.' 
A  society  of  Ladies  will  be  oiganized,  under  the  direction  of  thdr  own  Com- 
mittee, which,  by  dividing  the  town  into  districts,  and  examining  minutely 
into  the  wants  of  the  poor,  may  be  able  to  supply  them,  under  circumstances 
of  more  hope  and  encouragement  than  can  be  expected  from  any  other  plan. 
The  benevolence  of  the  female  character  leads  Lisidies  continually  into  those 
scenes  of  sorrow  and  suffering,  where  the  mind  is  (humanly  speaking)  more 
pervious  to  the  lessons  of  the  GospeL  Your  Committee  antidpate  a  period, 
not  very  far  distant,  when  the  Ladies*  Society  may  abundantly  supply  iheir 
lack  of  service,  and  promote  in  the  hearts  of  the  poor,  generally  through  the 
town,  the  interests  of  that  spiritual  kingdom,  which  is  righteousness,  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  Their  influence  will  be  materially  useful  in 
the  collection  of  small  subscriptions:  and  if  these  District  Associations  be  put 
into  fiiU  activity,  the-  difficulties  hitherto  experienced  will,  probably,  be 
materially  diminished,  the  support  of  the  poor  more  extensively  obtained, 
and  the  poor  themselves  brought  into  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  their 
duty  to  the  commands,  and  their  interest  in  the  blessings  of  the  GospeL** 

That  those  prospects  have  been  abundantly  realized,  will 
be  shewn  in  the  sequel:  but  the  experience  of  a  few  months 
was  sufficient  to  convince  the  Ladies  thus  engaged,  that  the 
plan  they  had  adopted  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  end 
designed.  No  provision  was  made  for  exciting  and  perpetu- 
ating that  feeling,  which  gives  to  every  individual  engaged  in 
the  work,  an  interest  in  its  success ; — the  local  districts  were 
too  extensive,  and  many  parts  of  them  were,  consequently, 
unvisited  ; — the  mode  of  gratuitous  supply  was  carried  to  a 
mischievous  excess ; — but,  above  all,  no  measures  were  devised 
for  awakening,  in  the  labouring  classes  of  the  community,  the 
benevolent  principle,  and  calling  into  life  and  exercise,  even 
within  the  walls  of  a  cottage,  those  Christian  charities,  the 
developement  of  which  are  among  the  first  and  happiest 
results  of  Bible  Associations.  In  reference  to  these,  and 
other  defects  in  their  system,  the  Committee  of  Ladies 
observe,  in  their  First  Annual  Report  :— 

*'  The  further  the  collectors  advanced  in  the  woric,  the  more  they  w«re 
convinced  of  its  urgent  necessity,  and  of  their  inability  to  perform  it.  The 
funds  of  the  Society  being  inadequate  to  the  demands  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, even  at  reduced  prices,  your  Committee  were  obliged  to  refuse  several 
applications  for  crants  to  persons  in  indigent  circumstances ;  but  a  seasonaMe 
donalion  of  BibteB  aiid  TeBtunents,  to  the  amount  of  fil.,  intended  foe  the 
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The  liyerpool  Ladies*  Branch  Society  established. 

I. 
temporary  supply  of  such  persons  as  were  unable  to  purchase,  prevented  the 
inconvenience  which  this  circumstance  would  otherwise  have  occasioned 
New  difficulties  were,  however,  continually  arising,  which  called  for  new  and 
untried  expedients;  and  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  institution  were 
frequently  impeded,  by  that  want  of  system  which  your  Committee  felt 
thraiaelves  incompetent  to  supply.'' 

Such  was  the  state  of  this  society  in  December  1817^  when 
{he  author  accepted  an  invitation  to  assist  in  organizing  it  on 
more  correct  principles.  On  investigation,  it  appeared  that, 
during  the  preceding  nine  months^  about  500  persons  had 
entered  their  names  as  subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, and  about  200  as  free  contributors;  that  271  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  had  been  distributed  by  sale,  and  35 
gratuitously;  and  that  the  total  amount  collected  was 
412/,185.  3rf. 

In  a  district,  the  population  of  which  exceeded  one  hundred 
thousand,  it  was  evident  that  one  Bible  Association  would  be 
insufficient:  and  as  no  plan  had  hitherto  existed  for  connect- 
ing several  institutions  of  this  description,  conducted  by 
Females,  with  the  same  Auxiliary  Society,  it  became  necessary 
to  devise  a  mode  by  which  their  operations  should  be  carried 
on  with  uniformity  and  effect  The  precedents  exhibited  in 
Southwark,  Westminster,  the  City  of  London,  and  Bristol, 
Were  totally  inapnlicable  to  Liverpool;  as  in  these,  and  many 
other  populous  places,  Gentlemen's  Associations  pre-occupied 
the  ground.-— After  mature  deliberation,  it  was  resolved  to 
divide  the  town  and  its  immediate  vicinity  into  ten  districts, 
and  to  establish  and  organize  a  Female  Association  in  each;  of 
which  the  Presidents,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secre- 
taries, unitedly,  should  constitute  a  distinct  Society  or  Com* 
mittee,  under  the  designation  of  '^  The  Ladies*  Branch  of  the 
Liverpool  Auxiliary  Society.**  From  this  plan,  it  was  pre- 
sumed, many  beneficial  effects  would  result: — ^the  several 
Associations,  under  the  superintending  care  and  direction  of 
judicious  individuals  of  their  own  sex,  would  preserve  an  uni- 
formity of  design  and  proceeding ;— a  regular  and  proper 
medium  of  communication  with  <£e  Auxiliary  Society  would 
be  provided,  calculated  to  prevent  trouble  to  all  parties,  and 
to  facilitate  the  separate  and  combined  operations; — the 
remittances  would  be  received,  and  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
issued, with  order,  economy,  and  despatch  ;-^-any  improvements 
in  the  system  would  be  deliberately  considered,  and  efiectually 
recommended ; — ^and  cme  Annual  Report  would  exhilHt  the 
collective  results  of  the  whole  institution* 

A  Code  of  Riiles  «id  By-Laws,  founded  on  tfaeae  pnMh 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S74  .  UIDIES*  BIBXIB  SOCIETI1S8* '  [CHAP.  Tit 

SimiLur  Institntunu  at  Manchester,  Plymouth,  Hull,  &c. 

?le89  having  been  prepared,  it  was  submitted  to  the  Ladies' 
Committee,  and  being  unanimously  adopted,  the  society  was 
re-formed  on  the  26th  of  December  1817;  and  the  ten  con- 
nected Associations  were  established  within  the  following  week. 
If  a  doubt  had  hitherto  existed  relative  to  the  comparative 
efficiency  of  the  plan  thus  adopted,  the  immediate  effects 
would  have  removed  it.  The  zeal,  the  talents,.. and  the  in- 
fluence of  more  than  six  hundred  Ladies  were  called  into  exerr 
cise,  and  directed,  in  a  methodical  and  systematic  manner,  to 
the  investigation  and  supplv  of  three  hundred  and  forty-one 
districts.  At  the  close  of  tne  first  year,  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers exceeded  ten  thousand,  of  whom  3364  were  free 
contributors;  more  than  three  thousand  Bibles  and  Testaments 
had  been  distributed  by  sale;  and  the  aggregate  amount  col- 
lected was  25621. 165.  lOd,  of  which  the  sum  of  5\SL  Is.  4d. 
was  remitted  for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution* 
During  this  period,  *'  more  than  20,800  visits  had  been  paid, 
and  b^n  attended,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  with  the  happiest 
results,  not  only  to  the  fiunilies  of  the  poor,  but  amongst  the 
collectors  themselves.'*  In  surveying  these  unexampled 
effects,  well  might  the  Committee  observe,-— 

**  l!hougfa  the  operations  of  your  society,  like  the  mechanism  of  a  ivatch, 
have  been  concealed  from  view,  iheir  indfluenoe  has  extended  through  the 
cirde  of  the  Associations,  and  their  beneficial  effects  have  been  pointed  out 
by  the  Branch  Committee,  as  the  hours  by  the  fingers  on  the  dial :  the  eye  of 
the  most  indifferent  will  be  struck  with  tJie  pleasing^ results;  while  the  more 
attentive  observer  will  perceive  the  adaptation  of  the  various  parts  to  the 
perfection  of  the  whole,  and,  thereby  discerning  the  *"  signs  of  the  times,'  will 
give  the  praise  to  that  divine  Artificer,  whos^  providence  directs  and  regulates 
all  our  movement**' 

'  The  establishment  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Liverpool 
Auxiliary  Society  was  immediately  followed  by  liiat  of  a 
similar  institution  at  Manchester:  and  the  plan  was  adopted 
lit  a  later  period  by  the  Ladies  of  Plymouth,  Hull,  and 
Jf  bwcastle-upon-Tyne.  The  complete  success  with  which 
it  has  been  attended,  not  only  in  its  pecwiiary  and  moral 
results,  but  in  its  tendency  to  preserve  inviolate  the  prin- 
ciples and  regulations  recommended  by  the  Parent  Society, 
jtistifiesdie  expectation,  that  the  Ladies*  Associations  in  the 
several  auxiliary  districts  of  the  metropolis  will  speedily  form 
testadblishments  of  a  like  nature;  and  that  the  principid  towna 
and  cities  of  the  empire,  in  which  more  than  one  Female 
Association  is  found  expedient,  will  follow  the  example. 
In  the  formation  of  the  societies  just,  enumerated,  and 
^p^daBy  that  for  Plyino\ith  and  its  vimiity,  miuay  improve- 
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fieguUtionsof  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society. 


ments  in  the  original  design  suggested  themselves ;  and  it  is 
now  submitted  m  its  matured  state,  with  such  observations 
as  appear  necessary  to  render  the  various  regulations  more . 
dear  and  intelligible. 

&  EuLXs  and  Rkovlatiovs  recommended  for  adaptiom  h^the  Labizs*  Bbavch 
9/  an  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  i 

L  That  we  form  oozsdves  into  a  society  in  connexion  with  the  British 
and  Fore^  Bible  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the  — ^  Auxiliary 
Society,  ^  the  purpose  of  contributing  towards  the^xxnilstion  of  the  holy 
scriptures  without  note  or  comment,  particularly  in  .,.and  its  vicinity  ; 

and  that  this  society  be  denominated  '^  The  I^idies'  Branch  of  the  .»— «- 
ikuxiliary  Bible  Society.** 

II.  That  the  business  of  ihis  aooiety  be  condueted  by  a  Committee,  com- 
posed  nf  the  hononury  members,  the  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries  of  all  the 
Ladies*  Bible  Associations  now  formed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  formed, 
in  connexion  with  the  — .-^  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  and  of  all  the  Patto- 
nesses  and  Vice-Patronesses  who  may  join  the  institution. 

III.  That  the  objects  of  this  Committee  shall  be, 

1.  To  preserve  one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  throughout  all  fhe 
Associations  represented  in  this  Branch  Committee. 

Si  To  provide  a  reguUr  medium  of  communication,  by  means  of -this 
Onnmiitee,  with  the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary    Soqe^,  and 
thereby  facilitate  tbeoperations  of  each  Association. 
*    3*  To  constitute  a  medium,  through  which  the  several  Associations 

•  may  receive  their  Bibles  and  Testaments  from,  and  remit  their  con* 
tributions  to,  the  Auxiliary  Society,  and  recommend  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  that  institution  any  deserving  objects  of  gratuitous  supply^ 

4.  To  condense  the  several  Reports  of  the  respective  Associations,  and 
'    prepare  and  publish  one  Annual  Bepoit  of  the  whole  proceedings  of 

the  united  Associationii 

5.  To  solicit  and  obtain  patronage 

*  r?*.  Thfttthe  Committee  meet  once  a  month  or  oftener,  on  tome  day  to 
be  fixed  by  themselves. 

y.  That  a  President,  Treasurer,  and  three  (or  more)  Secretaries,  eligible 
to  re-election,  shall  be  annually  chosen  at  the  Committee  Meeting  in  b 

VI.  That,  in  conaderation  of  tlie  offer  of  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Sodeiy  to 
allow  to  this  Branch  the  privilegies  which  they  are  allowed  by  the  l^arent 
Society,  the  whole  of  the  ftinds  be  paid,  after  supplying  local  wants  and 
deducting  incidental  expenses,  to  the  TreAsurcAr  ef  the  Auxiliary  Society, 
to  be  by  him  remitted  to  the  Parent  Inititution,  as  the  contribution  of  the 
Lsdies*  Branch  of  the  Bible  Society  for  — — .^  and  its  vicinity,  and  stated 
as  such  in  their  Annual  Report. 

VII*  That  this  Committee  prepare  an  Annual  Report  of  its  proeeedings, 
which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  on  or 
before  the  — *  of  in  each  year,  and  which  shall  be  read  and  pub- 

Bshed  as  the  Report  pf  ^e  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Auxilia^  Bible  Society. 
And  that  every  collector,  and  every  contributor  of  half-a-guinea  or  upwards 
per  annum,  be  entitled  to  a  copy. 

•  VIII.  That  this  Bnmch,  and  all  ^e  Associations  in  the  town  (or  ci^)  and 
i^  immediate  vicinity  connected  therewith,  hold  their  anniversary  me^ings 
conjointly  with  those  of  the  Auxiliary  Society.  But  that  the  AssodatLons 
established  st  a  distance)  although  in  connexion  with  thia  Society^  shall  be 
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Observatioxn  on  the  Rules : -Claims  for  gratuitoas  supply— 

at  liberty  to  hold  their  respectiye  annual  meetings,  if  the  Local  Committees 
deem  it  expedient 

.  Till.  That  a  copy  of  these  Rules,  signed  by  the  Secretaries,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society. 


3.    OBSBRYATIONS. 

'  Altboogh  the  remarks  already  macle,  in  reference  to  the  Rules 
of  an  Auxiliary  Society  (see  Chapter  II.  Section  II.),  are  equally 
applicable,  in  their  genend  tendency,  to  the  institution  now  under 
review,  there  are  some  peculiar  features  in  the  preceding  Regulai- 
tions  which  require  more  particular  consideration : — 

I.  As  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  is  composed, 
exclusively,  of  the  honorary  and  other  officers  of  FemaJe  Associations 
within  the  district,  it  is  evident  that  such  an  institution  cannot  be 
formed  until  some  progress  is  made  towards  the  establishment  of 
the  latter.  At  Liverpool,  the  case  was  different;  as  the  materials  for 
a  Branch  Committee  previously  existed :  but  at  Manchester,  Ply- 
mouth, &c,  the  Associations  were  formed  in  the  first  instance,  and 
the  institution  in  question  immediately  followed.  It  will,  however, 
be  found  highly  desirable,  to  prepare  the  frame-work  of  the  society 
as  early  as  possible ;  and  this  may  be  easily  done  when  only  one  or 
two  of  the  projected  Associations  are  established:  the  ulterior  pro- 
ceedings will  thus  be  materially  facilitated,  and  a  due  degree  or  re- 
gularity, order,  and  cohesion  be  secured  and  maintained.  The  several 
united  Associations  should  not  only  consider  themselves  as  parts  of 
a  whole,  but  as  dependent  on  the  Branch  Society,  which  is  con- 
stituted for  the  general  benefit  of  all ;  and  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
sooner  those  principles  are  practically  applied,  the  greater  will  be 
that  mutual  harmony  and  good  understanding  which  should  alwi^s 
characterize  the  system. 

II.  In  the  formation  of  a  new  A'ssociation,  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  the.  Branch  Secretaries  to  afford  every  requisite  assistance  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society :  but  it  is  in  the  organization 
of  the  Committee  that  the  services  and  experience  of  those  Ladiea 
will  be  found  most  valuable  and  efficient.  The  Account  Books, 
Papers,  copies  of  the  Branch  Rules,  and  all  other  necessary  docu-« 
ments,  should  be  immediately  suf^lied ;  and  the  Secretaries  be  fully 
instructed  in  the  duties  they  are  expected  to  discharge,  not  only  in 
regard  to  their  own  distinct  Association,  but  as  connected  with  the 
Branch  Society.  The  importance  of  full  and  regular  Reports,  and 
of  a  strict  adherence  to  the  Rules  adopted, .  should  be  especially 
enforced. 

III.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  it  is  recommended  to  confine  the 
power  of  making  gratuitous  grants,  exclusively,  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society.  By  this  regulation,  much  trouble  is 
avoided,  while  every  prudent  facility  is  affiirded  to  the  supply  of 
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the  verjr  few  cases  which.  In  a  well-or{^i2ed  society^  demand 
attention.  These  cases  will  be  still  more  rare,  if  the  plan  of  the 
Loan-fund—- which  will  be  considered  in  its  proper  place— be 
adopted  in  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Bible  Association. 

IV.  Tlie  observations  already  submitted^  relative  to  the  selection 
of  suitable  persons  as  Secretaries  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  (se9 
Chap.  II.  Section  III.),  being  equally  applicable  in  reference  to  » 
Lames'  Branch,  supersede  the  necessity  of  further  remark  in  this 
place.  Nothing  is  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  a  Bible 
Society  than  the  frequent  change  of  Secretaries,  which  should  never 
be  made  without  sufficient  cause. 

r.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  such  donations  and  subscriptions  as  may  be  derived  from  the 
honorary  officers,  a  Ladies'  Branch  Society  possesses  no  funds  but 
those  of  the  connected  Associations.  The  extent  of  remittances 
for  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution  will,  consequently, 
depend  on  the  amount  voted  for  this  express  purpose  by  the  re« 
fpective  Committees  of  these  Associations ;  and,  from  the  aggregate 
amount,  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Branch  Society  should  be 
deducted,  and  the  surplus  balance  be  annually  remitted  to:  tbe 
Auxiliary  Society,  as  provided  by  the  5th  Rule. 

vi.  To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Annual  Reports  of^  the 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Pljrmouth  Ladies'  Societies,  the  6th 
Rule  will  carry  its  own  recommendation.  Few  documents  have 
issued  from  the  press,  better  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
excite  an  interest  in  behalf  of  the  cause  whose  merits  they  attest. 
This  publication  should  appear  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Annual 
Meetmg ;  and  should  contain  a  brief,  but  lucid  compendium  of  the 
proceedings  and  comparative  state  of  the  several  Associations  ;  witli 
.  a  judicious  selection  of  such  passages  from  their  Reports,  as  may 
exhibit  a  faithful  exposition  of  the  beneficial  effects  produced.  Ji 
copy  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  as  audited,  should  be  appended, 
with  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  free  contributors  to  the  respective 
Associations  of  half-a-guinea  per  annum  and  upwards.  'The  re^ 
quisite  number  of  copies  for  tlie  supply  of  those  subscribers  should 
be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  Association ; 
and,  if  the  Report  be  not  publislied  jointly  with  that  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society,  twelve  copies  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Parent  Institution* 

^  One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Committee  will  be,  the  coin 
sideration  and  adoption  of  a  Code  of  By-Laws,  which  wiB 
form  the  subject  of  the  next  division. 


4.   BY-LAWS, 

J!UcommendedfiradepiimhyiheQm$»itiee0/aLadU8*Brm€h80eii^.  ' 

L  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  at  the  ,  on  the  »  in  evexf 

month,  at  —  o'clock  precisel/.  "^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Sm  I4l>m'  BIBLE  socisncs.  [chap«  m/ 

By-lAwn  reoommended  far  adoption. 

■  II.  A»  soon  after-— o'clock  as  fi^e  memben  ahall  be  present,  the  chfeir 
ahall  be  taken,  and  the  busineas  commenced. 

III.  Tbe  names  of  the  memjbers  shall  be  caUed  ov^er  at  —  o'clock ;  and 
no  one  who  comes  at  a  later  hour  shall  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes  as  pre* 
sent,  though  entitled  to  vote. 

IT.  That  the  chair  ahaU  be  taken  b^  the  Prendent:  in  hear  absence^  b^*  the 
Treasurer :  and  in  the  absence  of  these  officers,  the  Committee  shall  appoint 
a  Lady  to  the  diair  from  among  themselves. 

y .  The  order  of  proceeding  at  each  nmnthlj  meeting  shaU  be, 
1.  To  read  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting;  and  to  dispose  of 

business  arising  therefrom. 
%  To  call  on  the  TVeoMurer  of  each  Association,  in  order,  Sar  a  written 

Report,  and  anj  monej  voted  by  the  Association. 
^.  To  call  for  a  written  report  £com  each  District   CommiitM^  in  the 

order  of  establishment  of  the  Associations  they  represent. 
'4.  To  consider  the  Treasurer's  and  District  Committee's  reports,  and 

dispose  of  any  buaness  arising  from  them.  ^ 

ft.  To  receive  the  Ouh  Seereiarp^s  monthly  statement  of  the  fUnds  of 

the  society.  -  . 

g.  To  receive  the  BiBle  Secretary's  report  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
received  and  delivered,  and  the  stock  on  hand ;  with  any  official 
communications  the  Secretaries  may  have  to  make. 
7.  To  receive  the   CoMh    Seeretarp'^a  report  of  Bemitteaces  from  the 

Associations,  and  vote  the  anK>unt  to  the  Treasurer. 
•.  To  receive  the  Brmuk  Treamrer^B  report  of  the  state  of  the  funds, 
and  vote  such  sum  as  may  be  deemc^d  expedient  to  the  Auxilhry 
Society ;— an  acknowledgment  to  be  received  of  all  such  payments^ 
•   and  produced  at-  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coxiunittee.    After  which, 
freah  propositions  shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 
TL  All  onlers  upon  the  Treasurer  shall  be,  by  regular  vote  of  the  Com* 
Inittee,  extracted  ^mi  the  Minutes,  and  signed  by  one  of  the  Secretaries.  ' 
Til.  A  Depository  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  established,  from 
which  no  books  shaU  be  delivered  without  an  order  signed  by  one  of  the 
Secretaries. 

Till.  No  order  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  recognised,  until  the 
«mount»  at  cost  prices,  shall  have  b^n  remitted. 

.  rX.  Two  Auditors  shall  be  amiuaUy  chosen,  to  whom  all  Inlls  shall,  be 
zeferred  for  examination.  They  shall  also  investigate  the  accounts  of  the 
society,  and.  present  a  statement  of  the  same,  signed  by  them,  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  Meeting,  immediately  precedhig  the  Annual  Meeting  in  each  year. 
X  The  Seanetaries  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on 
receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  five  members ;  or  they  may  do  so  on 
their  own  authority  alone :  such  meeting  not  to  take  place  until  three  days 
after  the  date  of  the  summons,  which  shall  specify  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

XI.  The  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretaries  of  each  Association  now 
formed,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  formed,  in  connexion  with  the  — *-«^ 
Auxiliary  Society,  shall  be  a  District  Committee  of  this  Society  for  such 
'Association. 

XII.  The  TVeantrer  of  each  Association  shall  present,  monthly,  a  written 
report,  detailing  the  precise  state  of  the  funds  or  such  Association. 

XIIL  Each  Dittriet  Committee  shall  present,  monthly,  a  written  report, 
detailing  the  precise  state  of  such  Association,  exclusive  of  its  financial  con. 


XIT.  The  Secretaries  are  authorised  to  procure  the  requisite  Account 
Books,  Papers,  &c.  for  the  use  of  this  society  and  of  the  several  Associations  1 
uA  ihiU  keep  aa  aooousl  of  all  Books  and  Pftpeis  ftoiished  to  the  latter. 
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ObtenntionB  on  the  By-Lawi. 

XV.  The  Secretaries  shall  be,  ex  cgleio,  memben  of  the  CooumtteeB  of  all 
the  Assodations  connected  with  this  societj. 

XVL  No  new  Bj-Imw  shall  be  made,  noranjexisthagBjJLiawTepealed 
or  altered,  without  one  month's  previous  notice  bemg  >  given,  and  a 
copj  of  the  proposed  addition  or  alteration  sent  to  every  member  of  tli» 
Committee. 


5.     OBSERVATIONS. 

The  similarity  of  these  By-Laws,  in  many  essential  points,  to 
those  recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Committees  of  Auxiliary 
Societies,  justifies  a  reference  to  the  Observations  on  the  latter 
(See  Chap,  II.  Section  III.),  for  such  general  explanations  as  ap- 
pear necessary.  A  considerable  degree  of  repetition  is  inseparable 
from  a  work  of  this  nature ;  and  where  it  can  be  iavoided  with  a  due 
regard  to  explicitness,  the  candid  reader  of  any  separate  chapter 
will  forgive  the  additional  trouble  to  which  he  is  subjected.  Tndse 
peculiar  features  which  distinguish  the  practical  regulations  of  a 
Ladies*  Branch  Society  will  now  be  considered. 

I.  It  is  highly  desirable,  for  reasons  which  are  suftciently  obvious» 
that  the  Committee-meetings  of  all  Female  societies  should  be  held 
in  the  early  part  of  the  day :  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  is  eenerallv 
found  to  be  the  most  suitable  time :  and  if  punctuality  ot  attend- 
afice,  and  strict  adherence  to  the  prescribed  regulations,  be  ob- 
served, two  hours  will  be  found  amply  sufficient  U}t  the  transaction 
of  the  business.  Every  member  should  be  furnished,  annually,  with 
a  Committee-Card  (See  Specimen  No.  lOy' Seventh  Division  of  this 
Section) ;  and  any  further  intimation  of  the  regular  monthly  meet- 
ings will  be  unnecessary.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary 
to  prepare  an  Agenda,  or  Paper  of  Business  {See  Specimen,  Chap.  I. 
Section  II.)  which  is  laid,  with  a  copy  of  the  By-Laws,  before  the 
Lady  who  presides. 

II.  The  various  Reports  alluded  to  in  the  Fifth  By-Law  will  be 
described  in  a  subsequent  division  of  this  Section : — their  regular 
presentation  at  every  Committee- meeting  b  essential  to  the  pro-r 
servation  of  order ;  and  in  case  of  any  omission^  measures  should 
be  immediately  adopted  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  The  design  o£ 
this  By-Law  is  two- fold ;— -first,  to  obtain  a  full  and  faithful  repre- 
sentation of  the  circumstances  of  every  Association ;  and  secondly, 
to  ascertain  the  precise  state  of  the  whole  connected  institutioiu 
These  reports,  therefore,  should  receive  the  most  deliberate  consi- 
deration) and  the  respective  District  Committees  be  prepared  to 
afford  any  rec^uisite  explanation.  The  causes  which  have  produced 
any  extraordinary  change,  whether  favourable  or  unfavourable, 
should  be  diligently  investigated-^if  any  Association  appear  in  a 
declining  state,  the  most  prompt  and  judicious  measures  for  its 
revival  iSiould  be  adopted,  by  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  Sub- 
Committee  for  this.espeoal  purpose : — where  a  more  than  usual 
degree  of  success,  either  pecuniary  or  moral,  has  been  experienced. 
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the  meanfl  of  its  attainment  should  be  ascertained  and  conisideredy 
in  reference  to  their  more  general  application  ^— and,  if  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  principles  and  rules  of  the  Society  be 
manifested,  the  most  decided  measures  should  be  taken  to  correct 
6id  evil  and  prevent  its  repetition.  The  Committee,  in  all  their 
proceedings,  should  consider  themselves  the  guardians  of  the 
interests,  the  peace,  and  the  character  of  the  united  Associations : 
and,  remembering,  that  "  whether  one  member  staffer, *aU  the  members 
iliffeT  with  it;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  ail  the  members  rejoice 
with  it/*  press  forward  in  that  "  more  excellent  way,*'  by  which  an 
Evidence  is  afforded  that  they  are  members  of  *^  the  body  of  Christ.** 
'  III.  The  Depository  should  be  established  in  a  central  and  con* 
Venient  place ;  and  if  in  or  near  the  house  where  the  Committee- 
meetings  are  held,  it  will  be  the  more  desirable.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  Liverpool  Bible  Society  have  supplied  their  Ladies'  Branch 
with  eligible  premises,  for  both  purposes ;  and  at  Plymouth,  a 
tfuitable  room  nas  been  procured,  at  the  annual  rent  of  six  pounds^ 
which  is  fitted  up  as  a  Depository,  and  in  which  the  Committee 
also  meet.  A  sufficient,  though  not  an  extravagant  stock  ff  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Associations,  should 
be  'constantly  kept  on  hand,  and  properly  arranged ;  and  the  Books 
siiould  be  frequently  examined,  not  onlpr  to  ascertain  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Stock-list,  but  to  insure  their  preservation.  Anotlief 
department  of  the  Depository  should  include  an  adequate  supply  of 
Account-Books,  Visiting  and  Collecting-Books,  printed  Papers^ 
Forms  of  the  various  Reports,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  society  and  its 
connected  Associations.  The  Reports  of  the  Parent  Institution, 
and  of  Auxiliary  and  other  societies,  with  a  connected  series  of 
die  "  Monthly  Extracts/'  constitute  a  valuable  addition  to  thd 
Depository.  It  wiU  save  considerable  trouble  to  all  parties,  if  the 
Bible  Secretary  of  the  respective  Associations  deliver  their  order 
fbr  any  Bibles  and  Testaments  required,  sit  the  dose  of  the  regular 
Committee-meetings ;  but  as  many  unforeseen  circumstances  wiU 
require  attention,  the  Branch  Secretaries  should  appoint  one  day» 
weekly,  when  they  may  be  met  with  at  the  Depository  at  stated  . 
hours. 

IV.  Although  recent  personal  investi^ion  has  established  the 
melancholy  fact,  that  many  extensive  districts  in  our  own  highly- 
fiivoured  country  are,  in  a  lamentable  degree,  destitute  of  the  hol^ 
scriptures ;  yet  experience  has  proved,  that  it  is  not  by  gratuitous 
supply  this  deficiency  can  be  best  remedied.  A  mass  of  irresistible 
evidence  has  already  testified,  not  only  to  the  ability  but  the  incli-« 
nation  of  the  labouring  classes  to  aid  themselves,  and  to  the  superior 
Talue  attached  to  that  blessing  which  has  been  thus  obtained,  when 
the  mode  of  procuring  it  has  been  opened  to  them.  ^  No  instance 
lias,  hidierto,  occurred,  wherein  a  Female  Association  in  connexion 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch  has  required  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments beyond  the  amount  of  money  renutted :  on  the  contraryi  a 
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laudable  desire  is  manifested  to  contribute  in  aid  of  the  general 
design  of  the  Parent  Society;  and  this  disposition,  it  is  con^ 
fidently  hoped,  will  become  stiJl  more  universal.  But  it  should  not 
be  concealed,  that  a  degree  of  lukewarmness  has  been  witnessed, 
in  some  quarters,  in  reference  to  the  Foreign  operations  of  thd 
Bible  Society.  It  has  been  asked,  "  Why  cannot  foreign  ndtions 
supply  themselves ;  and  why  should  we  be  required  to  assist  them?'' 
To  this  inquiry,  the  Christian  will  find  the  best  answer  in  his  Bible^ 
and  in  his  own  heart  t  and  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  atat^ 
of  other  countries,  and  especially  of  Heathen  lands,  will  find  in  thb 
Ample  words,. '^  they  cannot  help  themselves"  a  sufficient,  because  m 
true  reply.  But  this  subject  has  been  so  fuUy  treated  in  the  pre-* 
ceding  parts  of  this  work  (see  Chap.  L  Sections  X.  V  XI.),  thai  it 
is  not  necessairy  to  enlarge  on  it  in  this  place.  Shall  it  be  said  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  a  land  which  owes  to  foreigners  this 
sacred  foundation  of  its  dearest  rights  and  its  highest  privileges, 
that  they  shall  now  look  to  her  in  vain  ? — Shall  the  seas  which 
bound  her  shores  circumscribe  the  range  of  her  benevolence;  instead 
of  fulfilling  the  gracious  designs  of  her  God  and  Saviour,  by  bearing 
to  all  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people,  the  evidence  of  her  gratitude^ 
and  the  charter  of  our  common  salvation  } — **  Silver  and  gold  thkib 
have  none$'  but  never  will  England  refuse  to  say  unto  them,  **  In 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ^of  Nazareth^  rise  up  and  walk  !  " 

V*  In  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society,  as  in  all  kindred  institutions,  tha 
necessity  for  special  Committee- meetings  will  seldom  occur,  if  the 
Secretaries  be  executive  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  A  mo«. 
derate  exercise  of  fore-thought  will  generally  enable  them  to  bring 
forward  every  subject  requiring  consideration,  at  the  regular 
monthly  meetings ;  at  which  nothing  is  more  likely  to  insure  the 
punctual  attendance  of  the  members,  than  the  avoidance  of  extra* 
ordinary  claims  on  their  time. 

VI.  The  privilege  conferred  on  the  Secretaries  by  the  XVth 
By-Law,  will  be  ft>und  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
^veral  Associations;  and  it  is  very  desirable  .that  those  officers 
i^ould  avail  themselves  of  it,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  theii 
more  immediate  duties.  The  correct  knowledge  thus  acquired  of 
the  system,  in  all  its  practical  relations,  will  enable  them  to  conduct 
the  general  business  with  ease  and  efficacy.  If  other  Ladies  pro- 
perly qualified  can  be  found  to  occupy  this  important  station,  it  i^ 
recommended  that  they  shall  not  be  selected  from  among  the 
officers  of  the  united  Associations  ;  for  although  it  may  reasonably 
be  expected  that  no  undue  partiality  would  be  manifested,  in  thq 
event  of  such  selection,  the  mere  suspicion  of  its  existence  would 
weaken  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries,  and  contract  their  field  of  • 
usefulness.  

When  the  Rules  and  By-Laws  have  been  maturely  con- 
sidered and  adopted^  a  certain  number  of  copies  should  be 
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printed^  and  two  or  three  sent  to  each  of  the  members, 
llie  names  of  the  Patronesses/  Officers,  and  Committee 
ma^  be  advantageously  prefixed ;  and  in  some  societies  the 
£^wing  observations  have  been  appended  :— 

**  The  RuLBs  and  Rbgulatiovs  of  the  Society,  with  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  CoMMiTTBB,  are  forwarded  to  the  Members,  in  the 
earnest  hope,  that  they  sufficiently  explain  the  nature  of  those 
interesting  duties  which  are  rejquired  from  them.  The  purity  of 
tfie  design  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  watchful  care  of  moi»- 
who  are  privileged  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  practical  detaQs  of 
the  Bible  Society;  and  it  is,  therefore,  locombent  on  them  to 
adhere,  with  scrupulous  attention,  to  tlie  simple  nature  of  the 
faistitution,  and  m  the  spint  of  meekness  and  comprehensive 
chari^  to  pursue  the  object. 


6.  The  drculation,  by  means  of  the  Collectors,  of  an 
Address  to  the  Mistresses  of  Families^  on  the  formation  of  a 
Ladies*  Branch  Society,  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
advantage,  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  specimen  subjoined  will  sufficiently  explain  the  nature 
and  design  of  such  a  dociHnent,  which  should  be  prepared  at 
die  primary  meetii^  of  the  Committee  :— 

^^  Madax,— We  haye  the  pleasure  to  inform  jou,  that  a  Sodety  has  been 
recently  established,  denominated  ^^  The  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Plymouth, 
njmoutfa-Bock,  and  Stonehouse  AuxiUary  Bible  Society,"  which,  by  a 
division  of  the  towns  and  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and  theformaUon  of 
an  Association  of  Ladies  in  each,  proposes  to  unite  the  exertions  of  all 
Females,  whose  benevolence  may  di^Mxe  them,  to  supply  every  individual 
who  is  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  with  eepiet «/  the  Amtkoriied  Fertim 
wiihemi  noie  «r  comment^  by  collecting  their  subscription  of  one  penny  or 
upwards  per  week,  according  to  their  circumstances.  Two  Liadies  will 
rc^;ularly  call  for  these  subscriptions. 

^  It  is  hoped  that  many  important  advantages  will  result  firom  this  plan 
of  regularly  visiting  the  labouring  classes  of  society :  their  real  condition 
wiU  be  thus  correctly  ascertained,  and  opportunity  afforded  of  recommead* 
ipg  habits  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  frugality.  But  it  is  to  its  advantages, 
with  respect  to  domestic  servants,  that  your  attention  is  more  particular]/ 
solicited :  much  of  our  comfort  depends  upon  this  class  of  society ;  and 
surely  it  is  of  importance  to  furnish  them  with  those  sacred  records,  which, 
if  seriously  perused,  will  insure  their  good  conduct,  while  they  promote 
their  present  comfort  and  guide  them  to  future  happiness.  It  may  be  said, 
that  most  servants  are  furnished  with  Bibles  by  their  masters;  but  it  has 
been  very  generally  observed,  that  Bibles  thus  provided  are  not  so  justly 
valued  as  those  which  are  purchased  by  themselves,  and  thus  become  a  part 
of  their  individual  property. 

^  These  observations  are  respeetftiUy  presented  to  your  consideration  • 
and  if  you  approve  of  them,  you  are  solicited  to  speak  to  your  servants  upon 
the  sulject;  the  regulations  df  this  sodety  not  perinitting  any  collector  to 
apply  to  a  larvant,  except  through  the  medium  or  by  pemdsiion  of  her 
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mistiess.  If  your  tervants  become  subscriben,  their  subscriptiooa .  vfll  Im 
called  for,  either  quarterly,  monthly,  or  weekly,  at  your  pleasure  ;  and  in 
due  time,  Bibles  and  Testaments  will  be  delivered  to  them,  either  at  or 
under  the  cost  prices,  and  considerably  cheaper  than  they  could  be  purchased 
at  a  bookseller's.  ,» 

^  Donations  and  free-subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received  by  the 
collectors,  in  order  to  enable  the  society  to  deliver  Bibles  at  reduced  prices, 
cr  gratuitously  to  those  who  are  imable  to  pay  the  cost  price. 

**  Should  a  consideration  of  these  suggestions,  which  are  respectftilly  sub- 
mitted,  induce  you.  Madam,  ^to  fitvour  the  society  with  your  penonal  -co- 
operation,  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  District  Associations,  your  name  will 
be  gratefply  received.  More  than  10^000  British  Ladies  erenow  engagedia 
this  important  and  interesting  empbyment,  which  requires  the  appr^mtion 
of  only  one  hour  in  the  week.  Many  Ladies  of  the  highest  nnk  and  station 
take  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  similar  societies ;  and  the  practical 
results  have  more  than  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  those 
connected  with  the  institution :  habits  of  order,  sobriety,  cleanliness,  deconmiy 
and  loyalty,  have  been  acquired  by  the  labouring  classes ;  and  the  genexil 
wel&re  of  society  has  been  sennbly  and  essentially  promoted,  wheiever  » 
Ladies'  Bible  Association  has  been  established. 

By  order  of  the  Comniittee, 
ji.  B.  -1 
C/>.>  Secretaries.** 

7.  The  forms  of  the  Books  and  Papers,  and  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  resemble  in  many  particulars  those  of 
an  Auxiliary  Society,  which  have  been  minutely  described 
ifk  Chapter  II.,  Section  Y.  Where  any  difference  exists,  it 
win  be  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  subsequent  observatiQns. 

%*  In  dUtki  following  Specimens,  the  entries  in  liaHcs,  and  tht  amswKt^f 
vumsys^  are  is  be  considered  as  manuscr^, 

NO.  !• — MINUTE   BOOK. 

^  The  rough  and  fair  Minute  Books  are  precisely  similar  in  form 
to  those  of  an  Auxiliary  Society.  The  following  specimen,  whidi 
iacludes  the  proceedings  of  the  first  and  second  meetii>g8  of  the 
Committee,  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  mode  of  transacting  the 
business. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries  of  the  sercnl 
Ladies*  Bible  Associations  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth,  Pljmouth  Bock, 
Stonehouse,  and  their  yidnity  ;^  • 

PRXSEKT, 

^.i^.  in  the  Chair; 

and  the  following  Officers  of  the  respective  Associations, 

[HerefoUem  tke  names] 

wiUi  Messrs.        [here  foUew  the  names  ef  the  Secretasies  ef  th4  JuxiUm^ 

Seeis^u  and  that  i/  a  gentleman  who  attended  m  Ukolfef  the  Parent  instil 

toHoniy    Visitors. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Tim  ftUomng  ReBcdtttbns  were  uiitiiimoiisly  adopted  s*^ 

I.  That  a  Ladles*  Branch  of  the  Auidliary  'EQAe  Society  of  these  towns  bd 
now  eatablishedy  of  which  the  following  shall  be  the  Rules  and  Regulations:—- 

(See  the  Second  JMvitim  0/  this  Secliom») 
t.  That  the  regular  meetings  of  th9  Committee  beheld  on  the  last  Tuesdaj 
in  every  tnonth,  at  eleren  o'clock  precisely,  in  the  forenoon;  and  that  the  said 
iheetings  he  held  at  th«  Xiecture-room  of  the  Literary  and  PhUoBopbical 
Society,  Flyniouth  Bodfe|  iwtil  a  suitable  Depositoij  be  opei^ 

9,  That  the  Moy/iAg  be  the  By-la^  of  the  Conmutteef^     :  '  "^ 

(Soe  ike  FiMtk  IHneieU  o/this  Swthn.) 
4k  ^bat  tbdlbUowing  Ladies  be  the  Officers  of  Uiis  Society  1  Ti& 
Mrs.  H.  Treasurer. 

Miss  C,  D.        Minute  Secretary. 
Miss  JE.  F.         Cash  Secretary. 
Miss  (r.  HI        Bible  Secretary. 

5.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  have  850  oo^ea  of  the. 
Rules  and  By-Jaws  printed,  and  to  send  three  copies  to  every  mtaiber  <tf  the 
Committee. 

6.  That  the  Address  to  the  Mistresses  of  Families,  now  produced  and  read, 
ime  ike  Sixth  JDimsien  rf  this  Seciiem)  be  adopted;  and  that  the  Minute 
Secretazy  be  requested  to  ha^e  1000  copies  printed,  and  an  adequate  number 
4ent  to  tile  Afinute^  Secretaiy  of  each  Association,  to  be  addressed  and  circu- 
lated at  the  discretion  of  the  collectors.  . 

T.  That  the  Mutute  Secretaiy  be  requested  to  hare  ]OOCdmfai]ttee.car^* 
pshited,  and  to  hare  two  cop&ea  mad  to  every  member  of  the  Conunittee. 

8.  That  the  Minute  Secretaiy  be  requested  to  fulfil  the  duty  presctibed 
by  the  Eighth  General  Rule. 

^  That  LK.^  L»M^  and  N>0,^  be  fequetft^  to  examine  and  report  to  the 
next  meeting,  where  a  auitable  place  can  be  procured  for  a  depositary.  /.iC 
to  act  as  Secretary  of  this  Sub-committee. 

10.  That  the  District  Committees  be  requested  to  report  to  the  next 
meetinff,  tiie  number  of  co]^  of  the  "  Monthly  Extracts**  required  by  thehr 
respective  Associations,  in  order  to  enable  this  Committee  to  order  a  suitable 
li^giUar  supply. 

II.  That  P.Q»  and  A.^.  be  appointed  Auditors  for  the  present  year. 

13.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the  District  Com* 
arittees,  and  other  parties  intefested,  with  Forms  of  the  several  Reporto 
nqtuixed  by  the  By-laws,  as  early  as  possibkb 

13.  That  the  Secretaries  iiddress  an  application  to  the  following  Ladies, 
respectfiilly  soliciting  their  patronage  of  this  institution  t 

[Here  folUm  the  Namee  efeeveral  Ladiee  0/  dUtingttifhedrank  and  character.] 

14.  That  this  Committee  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  the  S4th  instant,  at 
HoVkdc 

The  importance  of  completing  all  the  preliminary  arrangements 
as  soon  as  posnble,  so  as  to  get  the  society  regularly  organized, 
justifies^a  Special  Committee  Meeting  in  this  early  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. This  consideration  will  be  strengthened,  if  the  services 
of  Gentlemen  conncected  with  the  Parent  Institution  can  be  obtained ; 

/  SaeS^men,  No.  lOefthia  Saptioo. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


jBcr.  n.]  '  LAsns*  mtivcHsociBTUB.  3M 

Minutes  of  the  Second  Cominittee  Meeting; 

tt  the  advantage  of  their  assistance  will  be  so  far  appreciated  as  t» 
prevent  their  unnecessary  detention.  The  subsequent  Minutes 
embrace  the  usual  proceedings  at  the  Second  Committee  Meeting. 

At  tiie  Second  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  24th  November,  1818  ;— 

PRESENT, 

J,B,  in  the  Chair.* 
CO.,  £.Fr,  G.H,^  and  f.iP.,  -VMitors ; 
and  those  Ladi^  whose  names  are  marked  off  in  the  list : — 
The  li finutes  of  the  hut  meeting  having  be«n  Vead,  it  was  resolved— 

16.  That  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed.  ... 

.  \Q,  The  Mmute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  12th 
Minutes  were  complied  with. 

17.  I,K,^  on  behalf  of  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  9th  Minute, 
'  reported,  that  they  had  seen  and  provisionally  engaged  a  very  eligible  room 

for  a  Depository  at  Mr.  W — 's.  No.  — ,  -^~  Street,  at  the  annual  rent  of  qjoc 
guineas,  sul\ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Committee.. 

18.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  approve  and  confirm  the  said  engage- 
ment; and  that  the  Treasurer  ahd  Secretaries  be  requested  to  have  the  room 
properly  fitted  up  as  a  Depository.  "  -"  • 

.  19..  That  the  Minute  Secretary  request  the  Committee,  of  the  Auxiliary 
"Society  to  order  firom  the  Parent  Institution,  on  account  of  this  Committee,  a 
Tegular  monthly  supjrfy  of  six  hundred  copies  of  the  ^  Extracts  of  Cor. 
.  respondence,*^  for  the  connected  Associations. 

20.  That  the  ISth  Minute  be  continued. 

21.  Reports  were  presented  and  read  from  the  Treasurers  of  the  lespectine 
Associations,  pf  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  z^— 

Received  this  nKmOu        Voted  to  the  Branoh. . 


1.  Charles'      .    .    •    . 

.    .    68  .     1  . 

6 

•MM* 

50  . 

0  . 

0 

2.  St.  Andrews'  .    .    . 

.     .     48  .     0  . 

6 

.•MM. 

40  . 

0  . 

0 

8.  Northern  Dock   .    .    . 

.    41  .  10  . 

r 

M..M 

35  . 

0 : 

0 

4.  Southern  Dock   .    . 

.    46  .  16  . 

5 

.MM. 

40  . 

0  . 

0 

5.  Stonehbuse     .    .    .    . 

.     48  .     2  . 

to 

MMM 

45  . 

0  . 

0 

a.  Stoke,  Ac. 

.     26  .     0  . 

7 

.MM. 

20  . 

0  . 

0 

7.  Torpoint 

.     34  .  16  . 

6 

.  30  . 

0  . 

0 

a.Millbrook.    .    .    . 

.     .     19  .  .  3  . 

5  . 

£. 

15  . 

0  . 

0 

dC.322  .  12  . 

4 

275  . 

0  . 

0 

22.  Reports  were  presented  and  read  fi'om  the  several  District  Committees 
in  order ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the  said  Reports  be  received. 

23.  The  depository  not  being  yet  opened,  no  report  was  presented  by  the 
Bible  Secretary.  ... 

24.  The  Cash  Secretary  reported,  that  the  total  amount  paid  in  this  day  1^ 
the  Treasurers  of  the  several  Associations,  is  £.  273. 

25.  Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  ci£,  275  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 

26.  The  Treasurer  presented  her  report,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
•  amount  in  her  hands  is  £.  275. 

27.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  remit  £.  250  to  the 
Cash  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  on  Purchase  Account 

28.  That  the   Bible  Secretary  be  requested   to   order  from   the  Bibie 
Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  cost  pricea» 

c  c 
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Report  Book  supeneded  by  m  Ofttad  Book.-- GitA  Book. 


«f  soch  deacriptions  a<  die  may  deem  nuvt  suitable,  to  an  amount  not  ei» 
needing  S50/. 

99'  llie  Minute  Secretarj  presented  a  copy  of  tbe  Rules  and  Regulation 
of  the  Ivy^hridgt  Ladies'*  Association,  fonned  on  the  $8d  instant  in  connezion. 
with  this  Bodety ;  and  reported  tiiai-tbe  fbUowing  LadieB  had  bees  e^ctetf 
officeiB  of  that  institution,  yi*. 

IMrs.  A*     m   w    9    President* 

Itfzs*  i9«    •   •    •-    Xreaturer* 

ISilss  C     •    «.   •    Hinute  Secretaitf  «> 

Mrs.  jD.    •    •    •    Cash.  Secretary. 

Miss^./r     .    •    Bible  Secreta^, 
whom  she  bad  supplied  with  the  requisite  books  and  papert. 

S^.  RssoLVKD,  That  it  be  strongly  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  eteiy 
AsMdation  in  connexion  with  this  society,  to  establish,  by  private  subscription,. 
&  iMm-funA,  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  or  Testaments  ooly^ 
a*  their  discretion  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  Roles*  of  such  institution  bft 
tiansmitted,  with  this  Resolution,  to  Hie  respectiye  Iifinute  Bestetaries* 
31.  That  this  Meeting  do  now  a4Joum. 


VO.  XL — ^BEPOBrT  BOOK» 

This  book  \a  desi^^d  to  be  a  register  of  tfie  facta  and  oIh 
lervations  contained  in  the  Monthljr  Reports  of  the  District  Com- 
mittees* But  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  that  the  necessity  of  such 
a  record/ and  the  trouble  of  transcribing  from  these  documents, 
■iay  be  altogether  obyiated  by  the  plan  of  pasting  the  Reports  in 
-what  is  called  aGuwrd  Book  (See  Chat.  II.  Section  IV.  9/A  diwisionyi 
a  few  leatres  at  the  beginning  of  whicn  may  be  approptialed  to  the 
purposes  of  an  Index,  to  promote  facility  of  reference  when  pre- 
paring the  Annual  Report,  &c.  For  instance,  the  following,  among 
other  heads,  may  be  adopted ;  the  figures  referring  to  the  pages 
which  contain  illustrations  of  the  subject  :-— 

''Adyantages  of  the  Loan-fund*'— 3,  8,  22,  S6,  41. 

<<  Adyantage  of  circulating  the  Monthly  Extraoto*' — 2f  7}  IS. 

''  Collateral  Benefiu*'--!,  4,  11,  14^  2S,  S3>  40. 

Those  societies  which  prefer  the  former  mode,  of  copymg  the 
Faots  and  Obsenrations  contained  in  the  ReportSi  will  find  the  proper 
book  for  this  purpose  described  in  Section  y« 


Na  UL— CASH  BOOK. 

This  book  is  precisely  snnilar  to  the  Leger  of  an  Auxiliary  Society 
{see  Chap.  IL  Section  Y.  No.  3.),  except  that  it  may  be  of  a  smallar 
sixe.  The  only  accounts  required  to  be  kept,  are  those  with  the 
r^Treaswer,  the  Aoxiliair  Society,  eyery  separate  Association,  and 
incidental  expenses ;  ana  a  few  folios  at  the  end  may  be  resenred  Air 
die  Annual  Statement,  on  the  plan  recommended  to  Auxilianr 
Societies,  Chap.  IL  Section  V.  No.  11. 

•  8ecChH»ter  VIII.  Section  II. 
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Bible  Book.— Order  Book—- Trea8urer*8  Book. 


NO.  lY.—- BIBLE  BOOK. 

This  has  been  already  described  uader  the  title  of  '«DepotitarT> 
Boek,"  (Ck^.  II.  Seetim  V.  No.&.)}  and  the  only  points  of  dife- 
rnoe  an^  that  the  Bibles  andTestameots  are  received  f rooi  the  Auxi- 
Uaiy  SocietVt  and  the  issues  are  restricted  lo  the  respecUve  Asso- 
ciations. The  last  column  on  the  Credit  side  should  consequently  be 
€iaatted,  in  preparing  this  book  for  a  Ladies'  Branch  Society. 

NO.  v.— -BIBLB  secretary's  ORDER  BOOK. 

This  Book  has  been  fully  described,  as  No.  4  in  Section  Y.  of 
Chapter  II. ;  and  the  few  alterations  required  in  reference  to  a 
Ladies*  Bianch  Society  will  readily  BU|Kest  thenveWes.  But  as 
the  duties  of  a  Depositary  are,  in  more  uuui  one  institution  of  this 
description,  discharged  by  the  Bible  Secretary,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  obserre,  that  where  this  is  the  case»  the  middle  form,  marked  ^*  B, 
may  be  altogether  dispensed  with. 

When  the  Bible  Secretary  of  an  Association  sends  an  order  for 
Pibles  and  Testaments,  the  Depositary  first  ascertains  whether  the 
stock  on  hand  enables  her  to  comply  with  it :  if  not,  it  should  be 
ffetiimedy  and  a  fresh  order  be  given  for  that  part  which  can  be 
aapplied.  Such  dis^pointments  will  rarely  occur,  if  due  care 
be  taken  to  maintain  a  sufficient  and  assorted  stock  in  the  depo- 
sitory;  but  it  is  of  material' consequence  that  the  entries  in  the 
Bible  Book  shall  agree  urith  the  vouchers.  If,  as  already  recom- 
Blended,  the  orders  be  given  to  the  Branch  Bible  Secretary  at  the 
regular  Committee-meetings,  delay  will  generally  be  avoided ;  as  she 
can  immediately  ascertain  the  state  of  the  stock  on  hand,  by 
reference  to  her  report  on  the  table. 

Of  the  preceding  Books,  Nos.  1  and  2  are  kept  by  the  Minute 
Secretary ;  No.  3,  by  the  Cask  Secretary ;  and  Nos.  4  and  5,  by 
Che  Bible  Secretary.  ^^^^^ 

KO.  YI. — TREASURER'S  BOOK. 

This  may  be  of  octavo  sixe,  ruled  like  a  common  account  book ; 
fai  which  the  Treasurer,  for  her  own  satisfaction,  keeps  a  duplicate 
copy  of  her  account  as  entered  in  the  Cash  Book.  -  The  following 
specimen  will  afford  a  sufficient  illustration: — 

IK.  '  The  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Plymouth,  4rc.  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.    C. 


1818. 


1819. 

JImlK. 


Pttrektue  Aceotmt. . .  5 
JDKtm  FurchafAccomU 

AwnKwrifaoei^,J^  I 


960.  0.  0 

aoo.  0.  0 

f.  9.  6 

600.  0.  0 


1818. 
Nov.  24. 


1819. 
/oh.  35. 


B^CatkSecrttarif 
1)040     dUio. 


Z,     9,  d, 

275,  0.  0 

31$.  10.  a 

91.  0.  0 

.  ^20.  0.  0 
S.  6.  0 
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[chap.  Vlt* 


Specimen  of  the  Trea8urer*8  Monthly  Beport. 


It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Treasurer  makes  no  payment 
Without  receiving  a  copy  of  the  minute  which  authorises  it ;  and 
which  is  preserved  as  her  voucher,  and  produced  to  the  Auditors 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  Annual  Statement  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  is  prepared.     See  Chap.  II.  Section  V.  No.  1 1. 

NO*  viit — treasurer's  report.  .  » 

Thb  Report  is  presented  to  every  Monthly  Meeting  of  the 
Committee,  pursuant  to  the  Vllth  By-Law,  and  requires  no  further 
explanation  than  is  afforded  in  the  following  specimen  :-^ 

No.  3.  '        LADIES'  BRANCH 

OF  THE 

PLYMOUTH,  Ac  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


The  Treasurer's  Report  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements,  fironk 
the  27th  of  December,  1818,  to  the  25th  of  January ,  1819. 


1819- 
SSJam. 


ISIS. 
99  Dec. 


RECEIVED.  I  £.   M.   ti 

Balance  in  hand,  V  last  Month*8  Report ^S .  10 •• 

From  CaahSecretaiy  this  day,  on  account  of  Aaaodatidos  590.  0.# 
Ditto .  .  ditto  .  i  Donationaand Subacriptiona     5.5.0 
Total  to  account  for   .  .    £.887.15.# 


PAID. 

To  the  Aux]]ia]78ociet7,  on  Purchaae  Account 
on  Moietj  Account 
for  General  Otgect 

Cash  Secretary,  for  Incidental  Expenses  .  . 


£.  t.  d 

300.0.0 


7.S.6 


307.   9.6 


Balance  in  hand,  this  daj  .  £.|^80  .\i.9 

ji,B'  T&£A8I71lEa. 


NO.  Vin.^ASH  SECRETARY  S  MONTHLY  STATEMENT. 

This  document  is  filled  up  previous  to  every  Committee-meeting, 
and  consequently  does  not  include  the  money  paid  in  bv  the  several 
Associations  at  that  particular  meeting.  It  is  designed  to  exhibit  • 
clear  abstract  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  society,  and  serves  as 
a  general  check  on  all  the  accounts.  The  Specimen  subjoined 
precludes  the  necessity  of  farther  explanation,  except  in  reference 
to  the  first  column,  which  contains  the  respective  amounts  remitted 
since  the  last  annual  meeting.  That  of  the  Plymouth,  &c.  So- 
ciety, being  held  in  September,  accounts  for  tne  comparatively 
small  amounts  entered. 
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,  CiBh  Sccretaiy's  Monthlj  Statement 


Na  26.  LADIES'  BRANCH 

OP  THE  PLYMOUTH,  &c.  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Cabb  Secketabt*8  Monthlj  Statement,  presented  99th  oilkeember^  1890. 

STATE  or  tri  SOCIETY'S  FUNDS  ow  tbx  2Btk  or  December* 


AtMciadrat. 

Amount 
thfw. 

Amount  pnid 
Ettablithment 

Amount    of 
BiblM.  dn. 

£.    •.d 

Amount  TOted 
General  Object. 

Amount  dac 
£.     «.  d 

£.    9.    d 

£.    e.   d. 

Claries*  . .  •  • 

95  .  a  *  0 

483.19.  6 

909.  6.10 

87.  7.  6 

87.18.  9 

SLjlndnrns" . 

M.0.0 

949.19.11 

910.14.U 

66.  9.  6 

66.  ^.  6 

NorthemDock 

90.0.0 

950.  5.  7. 

916.10.  0 

66.17.10 

66.17.10 

Southern  Dock 

36  .  0  .  0 

492.19.  9 

980*  4.11 

76.  7.  5 

76.  7.  5 

15.0.0 

955.15.  9 

179.  1.  9 

41.17.  4 

41.17.  3 

Stoke^  j>c    •  • 

18.0.0 

979.   1.  5 

171.18.  9 

50.   1.  6 

50.  1.  7 

Torpoint  •  •  • 

8.0.0 

189.19.  5 

197.  7.  4 

89.  6.  0 

99.  6.  0 

MiObrook  .  . . 

5.0.0 

137.   1.10 

80.  9.  6 

98.  6.  9 

98.  6.  9 

fvy-Bridge . . 

5.0.0 

85.19.  5 

59.  7.  9 

19.  9.10 

19.  9.10 

SaUoMk 

18.0.0 

147.19.  6 

86.19.  9 

90.  6.11 

90.  6.11 

Brisham  •  •  •  • 

IStO.O 

178.  4.10 

149.16.10 

16.  4.  0 

.    17.  4.  C 

Jg. 

188  .0.0 

2870.  7.11 

1868.17.  3 

500.  0.  0 

501.10.  fl 

.      since 

festablishment. 


Richtbd* 


Ttom  Ae  connected  Anociationi 

In  Donations  and  Subscriptions  to  this  Society. 

Paid. 

To  the  Auxiliarj  Societj^*OD  Porehasc  Account., 
Dn'tfoiety  Account 
For  General  Object 

Te  the  Cash  Secretary,  for  Incidental  Expenses.. 


BaUace  due  by  the  Auxiliary  Socie^  < 

XMftto  in  the  Treasurer's  ha^ds 

Total  unapplied  balance 


C»  D»  Cash  Aeckktaet. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mo 


lAHtt^MnUI 


{jcmAF.wm. 


Bible  Sectetazy's  Monthly 


NO.  IX. — BTBhZ  SBCRETAET's  MONTHLY  REPOR1V 

ThU  Report/ like  the  preceding,  is  filled  up  previoHa  to  the 
Committee-meeting,  and  contains  a  detailed  account  of  all  Btbles 
and  Testaments  received  and  delivered^  with  the  slock  ou  hand. 
A  similar  document,  as  connected  irith  an  Auxilianr  Socie^r,  har- 
inff  been  fully  described  in  Chapter  II.  Section  y.  No.  7*  it  ia 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Specimen  there  given^ — THie  few 
verbal  alterations  necessary,  in  order  to  adapt  the  form  to  a  LadiesT 
Branch  Society,  will  be  readily  perceiyed. 

NO.  X*«— OOMMITTBB  CAMJX,  .  . 

ft  has  been  observed,  in  the  fifth  dhrision  of  this  Stfction,  thfli 
every  member  should  be  furnished,  aaaually,  with  a  Committee 
Card,  and  that  any  further  intimation  of  the  re^^ular  monthly 
meetings  will  be  unnecessary.  The  expense  of  issumg  notices  to 
those  Cadies  who  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  meethkg^  is 
frequently  considerable ;  and  this,,  with  the  attendant  trouble^  is 
completely  obviated  by  the  expedient  now  recommended.  The 
following  Specimen  is  a  transcript  of  the  Card  adopted,  at  Ply« 
moiith;  and  by  introducing  the  **  Auxiliary"  Society,  a  ttill  further 
saviirg  of  expense  is  effected. 


PLYHOUTU,  PLYMOUTH-DOCK,  BTOKBROCSB,  i 
JUXILUBY  BtBLB  SOCiSTT. 
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Society. 


AU^OUARY 

LAKES'   I 
BRANCH  5 •• 

Charles' 

St.  AifDRSW's. 
Stonbhousb  . . 

NoRITHBkMDoCK 
SODTHBRN  pOCK 

Stoke,  &c 

ToRfomr 

BflI<LBBllOK»&C 

Irr-suDoa ... 


Saltasv  . 
Brixham  . 


3d  Friday 

hBtAidhy 

3d  FViday 
adFViday 
3d  Than. 
l«t  Friday 
SdWed 

SdWcd. 
Itiffond. 
1st  Friday 
IstTluin. 

3d  Wed. 
1st  FViday 


in>ar. 


erjf.^ 
llk.K.$ 

llAJi. 

11a.m. 

llAJt. 
llAJL 
llAJC 

llAJL 

6  p«ii. 

NOOM 
llAJi. 

10  a.m. 
9PJC. 


Place. 


WorkkouteDoei, 
Ditto  PlymmOh,. 


Deponlarif, ... 
LeeitireRoom,t)odi\ 

GmldkaH 

Ditto 

Adult  ScAooi ..., 
Loeharo  Maam  •«  • 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Mater  Girls*  SeAool 


MomUra*  Houtn  . 

TamarBedl. 

CkA^Boom 


34 


I 


17 


15 


26 


813 


16 
6 
3 

2  7 

lb  30 
8 


19 


1411 


16 


30 


1781 
6 


16 


20 


91311 


91 


I 


36 


1630 
8 


9 
3|6 


9  9   6  4   1 


18 


16 


18 


|99 
8 


1816  30 


37 


13101419 


4 
913 


8i 


18169018161917 


31 


38 


16301791 


6  J 


6  8  7 


t 


19 


13^10^14 19 
19 


913 


15  19  17 


7 
1910 


Ob  the  otlier  side  of  the  €ard,  the  nasne  of  the  member  for 
whose  use  it  is  designed  is  inserted,  with  the  following  intimation. 
-«— *'  It  is  earnestly  hoped,  that,  by  a  strict  attention  to  this  Card,  a 
punctual  attendanee  of  the  respective  Committees  may  be  obtained, 
and  the  society  be  reUered  from  the  many  disadvantages  which 
must  inevitably  accompany  t  n^lect  of  this  most  inqportant  duty.** 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ffCT.nJ'  .     tADWl' MUVCH  lOCnTISS.  4^ 

The  public  procecdingg  conducted  ezdiuively  by  Gentlemea. 

The  Moiftbly  Reports  oresented  by  the  District  CommitteeSy 
and  by  the  Treasurers  of  tne  respective  Associations,  will  be  con* 
ndered  in  Section  V.,  as  more  properly  appertiuning  to  that  division 
•f  the  Chapter. 

8.  In  no  respect  are  the  advantaces  of  a  Ladies^  Brandi 
Society  more  conspicuous,  than  in  the  facilities  afforded  by 
them  to  the  extension  of  the  system  of  Female  Associations. 
Where  every  requisite  and  proper  assistance  can  be  chen  by 
cpudified  individuals  of  their  own  sex,  the  laudable  desire  to 
form  those  important  institutions  is  promptly  and  efficiently 
Viet ;  while  the  best  security  is  attdned  for  dieir  proceeding 
on  firm  ffround,  and  maintaining  unimiMured  the  vimple  {unbh 
cq^les  or  their  estaUishnient. 

This  remark  finds  its  best  Sustration  in  the  history  of  ibe 
Liverpool^  Manchester,  and  Plymouth  Societies;  wiuch  have 
gradually  extended  thdr  limits  beyond  the  districts  originally 
embraced;  and  have  thereby  not  only  preserved,  but  increased 
their  strength,  and  essentially  promoted  the  general  cause. 
Without  exercising  any  autiiority  but  that  which  is  cheer- 
fully conceded  by  the  respective  Associations,  and  without 
Ae  power  of  evincing  any  undue  partiality,  ^is  centre  of 
unity  and.  concord  attracts  die  confidence  and  affeetion  4f£ 
the  various  Committees^  and  preserves  the  order  4Uid  regn* 
Jarity  of  the  whole. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  io  observe,  that  even 
when  assisting  in  the  establishment  and  arganizatbn  of  new 
Associations,  the  Branch  Committees  alluded  to  have  never 
taken. any  part  in  the  public  proceedings  connected  with  such 
institutions,  which  have  wholly  devolved  on  the  gentiemen  of 
the  respective  Auxiliary  Societies.  If  any  circumstance  have 
occurred,  calculated  to  justify  the  fear  which  has,  in  some 
few  quarters,  been  expressed  in  reference  to  female  exertion^ 
it  has  been  concealed  wilh  unexampled  caution  and  success* 
end  has  never  reached  the  ears  of  those  who  are  most 
deeply  interested  in  detecting  and  correcting  the  eviL  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  but  justice  to  remark,  that  the  prudence^ 
iSke  decorum,  and  the  propriety,  whidi  have  marked  the 
operations  of  Ladies*  Bible  Societies,  and  characterized  the 
4emeanour  of  those  by  whom  they  are  conducted,  can  only 
)be  equalled  by  the  zeal  and  diligence  they  have  manifesto^ 
end  tne  unparalleled  success  of  their  proceedings. 

9.  This  section  of  the^  chapter  cannot  with  prppriejlgr  W 
closed,  without  transcribing  tiie  Resolutions  of  the  Committee 
ATQvious  to  tiie  Annwl  Meeting,  whichi  it  will  be  recollected, 
IS  held  jQintlj  with  ibat  pf  the  Auxiiiaiy  Socie^^    Tb^ 
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Minutes  of  the  Committee  previous  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 

ex£^mple  selected  is  that  of  the  Plymouth  Branch ;  and  th^ 
Minute  relative  to  Pawnbrokers  is  extracted^  as  containing 
decisive  testimony  on  a  subject  which  has  too  frequently 
afibrded  a  pretext  to  the  lukewarm  and  indifferent  The 
resolutions  which  relate  to  the  regular  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee are,  of  course,  omitted,  having  been  already  detailed  in 
the  7th  division  of  this  section. 

At  the  1  Slh  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  13th  September  1819,— 

187.  The  Sub-Committee  appointed  bj  the  1 7  Ut  Minute,  to  ascertain  th^ 
truth  of  certain  reports  relative  to  the  Pawnbrokers,  reported  as  follows : — . 

*'  On  the  most  minute  investigation  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  we  are 
convinced  that  the  objection  to  the  Society  on  this  ground  is  totally  unsup- 
ported. Very  few  copies,  compaiatively,  have  been  even  offered  as  pledges  ; 
and  those  have  been  refiiaed,  except  in  one  instance ;  and  in  this  the  Bibl^ 
Vfot  redeemed  within  Ike  •  week.  Not  a  single  copy  was  found  in  the  pos- 
session  of  the  Pawnbrokers.  In  the  town  of  Plymouth  Dock,  twenty-twQ 
houses  of  this  description  were  visited,  but  not  a  single  Bible  or  Testament 
issued  by  the  Society  was  found.  We  were  received  with  civility  and 
respect ;  and  informed,  that  in  the  few  instances  in  which  copies  had  beea 
pledged,  tkejf  were  redeemed  wiikin  a  few  dojfs^  and  that  during  the  last  five 
or  six  months  none  had  been  offered  as  pledges. 

In  the  town  of  Ston^ehouse,  the  result  of  the  investigation  was  equally 
satis&ctory,  not  one  copy  being  discovered  at  the  Pawnbrokers*  shops.*'  * 

188.  The  Minute  Secretary  having  read  a  communication  from  the  Com« 
nittee  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  stating  that  the  Annual  MeeUng  of  that 
institution  was  fixed  for  the  30th  instant,  it  was  resolved, 

189.  That  the  Secretaries  be  requested  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  report 
to  the  ensuing  general  meeting,  and  submit  the  same  to  a  ftiture  meeting 
«f  this  Committee. 

190.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  over  to  the  Auxiliary  Societyi 
«]i  PurchaseAccount,  the  balance  which  she  shall  have  in  hand  on  the  26th  inst. 

191.  That  the  Auditors  be  requested  to  prepare  and  present  a  statement 
,  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  made  up  and  balanced  to  the  27  th  instant. 

192.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  make  up  her  accounts  to  the  27th  instant, 
and  present  a  atatement  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  received  and  issued, 
«nd  the  stodc  then  on  hand,  to  a  future  meeting  of  this  Committee. 

193.  That  a  Circular  be  immediately  addressed  to  the  several  Associations 
connected  with  this  society,  requesting  that  their  annual  reports  may  be 
presented  to  the  adjournment  of  this  Committee  on  the  22d  instant,  with 
the  names  of  the  Officers  and  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  that  the  , 
Iwlance  in  the  hands  of  their  respective  Treasui^rs,  after  deducting  incidental 
expenies,  be  paid  over  at  the  same  time. 

194.  That  this  Meeting  a4Joum  to  the  22d  instant,  to  receive  the  reports 
of  the  several  Associations. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  the  subsequent  proceedings 
arising  out  of  these  Resolutions.  The  Annual  Report,  after 
f>eing  adopted  by  the  Committee,  is  transmitted,  with  an 
Abstract  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Accounts,  and  a  list  of  the 
Branch  Officers  and  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  the 

*  The  result  of  this  inquiry  will  be  thefliore  gratifying^  when  it  is  suted,  thai 
at  this  period  nearly  1700  Bibles  and  TesUments  bad  been  circulated  by  the 
Ijadtes*  Society  aloue^besidas 5000 eopiea previously  distributed  by  theikuXUiaif 
Society. 
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Abstract  of  the  Benilto  of  the  Liverpool  Society. 

Minute  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  Society^  by  whom  it  is 
submitted  to  the  General  Meeting, 


The  foUowing  Statement  of  the  Results  of  the  five  Ladiesl 
Branch  Societies  already  enumerated,  will  exhibit  a  clear' 
view  of  their  proceeding  to  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  and 
afibrd  a  gratifying  endence  of  their  efficiency. 

LADtES'  BRANCH 

OP  THE  , 

LIVERPOOL  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 

Eatablished  Dec  1817. 


ASSOCUTIGNS. 

it 

ii 

h 

II 

i 

i 

1 

Si 

i 

•ToUl 
totlM 

£.      s.      d. 

Harrington    .  -.    •    . 

42 

27 

397 

973 

1370 

537 

251 

788 

.63 

440.    3.    8 

St.  JAMB6*t      .     •     .     • 

55 

42 

388 

1263 

1651 

489 

300 

789 

xn 

410  :u.  6 

Grbat  Gborob  Square 

54 

36 

600 

1139 

1739 

741 

167 

908 

70 

676  .  15  .  11 

Castlr  Strbbt    .    •    • 

58 

35 

673 

1032 

1755 

499 

237 

736 

46 

483.    4.    9 

St.  Paul's     .... 

92 

32 

544 

1386 

1930 

689 

366 

1055 

•53 

550  .  11 .  10 

Mary-lb- lOMNB   •    •    • 

54 

39 

382 

1434 

1816 

550 

398 

943 

.86 

454.19.    3 

St.  AMNB'ft  .    •    •    •    . 

46 

27 

299 

948 

1247 

455 

153 

608 

39 

415.11.    0 

QuBBN  Square    .    .    . 

76 

31 

571 

998 

1569 

511 

161 

672 

45 

473  .  13  •    1 

fiVBRTONy  KlRKOALB,  Ac. 

34 

9 

169 

313 

482 

162 

67 

SS9 

4 

332.    4*    9 

EoGBHlLLy&e.    .     .     . 

29 

17 

164 

278 

442 

145 

55 

200 

^ 

197.    3.10 

Wb6t  Derby*  &c.    .    . 

19 

12 

102 

240 

342 

166 

121 

287 

18 

143  .  13  .   a 

6r.THuMAfl*s  .    .    .    . 

17 

17 

202 

225 

427 

45 

12 

57 

8 

83.    1.    4 

LlTBERLAND     •     •     .      . 

12 

8 

86 

102 

188 

46 

110 

156 

1 

65.  lA.    5 

Tranmerb  

6 

11 

27 

86 

lis 

4 

13 

17 

2 

34.    0.    0 

WOOLWI 

6 

1.0 

.52 

104 

156 

33 

SO 

63 

8 

49.    0.    0 

Branch  Committrb  .  . 
.TOTAl     .     .     . 

96 

- 

700 

- 

700 

•• 

•  a 

2247 

107    641.19.    1 

696 

353 

5356 

10571 

15937 

5072 

2436 

9755 

655  583(p  .    6  .    1 

Distributed,  at  Cort  price,  4979  copieg UnderCort  prices,  4776. 

Remitted  for  General  Object,  £.1643.  8#. 
Estifluted  Population  of  the  District  embraced  by  the  Socie^,  110,Ooa 
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XANCHESTEB  AND  SiJLFOED  A17XILIAB7  BIBLE  SOCEElX. 


A8SOCIATION& 

3l 

■ 

< 

»2 

ll 

] 

1 

J 

1 

1 

P 

li 

Mai 
AmouaAvtid 

totfat 
Branch  80clB^. 

NbwCrom  •   •    •    . 

13 

29 

97 

317 

414 

ISO 

59 

189 

4 

83.    3.  11 

»r.  If ICHABI.*$  «     *     • 

14 

36 

62 

361 

423 

179 

71 

250 

93 

112.    0,    O 

BXCHAHOI,  ftC^      *     • 

19 

22 

112 

236 

348 

116 

26 

142 

4 

98«    0,    O 

Sr  Clbxbrt'*     •     • 

S4 

38 

117 

450 

567 

186 

78 

264 

13 

153/4*   e 

Sr.  Paol*s  #    «    •    • 

17 

19 

96 

278 

304 

130 

44 

1T4 

7 

85«    8.10 

IfflUMVLL    •     •     •     • 

9 

22 

26 

258 

284 

125 

96 

ISl 

3 

85.    0.    O 

St.  Jamm**    '«  '  •    . 

S8 

21 

144 

303 

447 

128 

64 

192 

96 

129.14.    4 

S^.  AmiB^vfte*    «    • 

32 

30 

163 

226 

389 

98 

31 

129 

9 

103.18.   6 

St.  Pm*0,  Ac.    •    • 

9S 

45 

72 

365 

437 

190 

63 

253 

8 

135.   0.   0 

ftiml^T  .    •    •     •     • 

S8 

17 

275 

-607 

882 

282 

90 

372 

16 

239.    0.   6 

ST.'ST«raBii*i  •    »   • 

30 

31 

245 

739 

984 

369 

lis 

482 

64 

309.    9.   9 

PttHDLBTON,  Ac     *     • 

16 

14 

132 

434 

566 

214 

86 

300 

6 

145.    4.    » 

AtDWfCC       •     •     •     • 

86 

19 

132 

395 

527 

183 

64 

247 

6 

198.    1.    d 

PATBICtOPTy  fte.    •     • 

ir 

17 

60 

496 

556 

274 

144 

418 

6 

15T.    0.   0 

Bbamcb  Commiitbb  • 
*  Total    .    .    . 

... 

- 

89 

^ 

89 

128 

62 
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•'—  ^ 

983.19.   7 
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7217 

2732 

1021 

3753 

]195 
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414 
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• 

117 
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153 
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75 
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LADIES'  BRANCH 
OF  THE  KINGSTON-UPON-HULL  AUXILUBY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Eptablished  in  Mareh  1819. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 

e 

J 

i. 

i 

ll 

] 

T 

1 

Is 

11 

Total 

AroooBtinid 

to  Um 

East  Holl  .    •    * 

19 

IS. 

285 

376 

660 

129 

71 

200 

.4 

164.    6.    4 

West  Hull.    . 

24 

24 

349 

520 

869 

228 

101 

329 

3 

239.12.    4 

Mytok  * .    .    .    . 

30 

31 

289 

741 

1030 

276 

147 

423 

6 

289  .    6.6 

SCCLCOATBS,  &c.    . 

42 

36 

373 

781 

1154 

273 

200 

473 

5 

316  .  10  •  19 

DBYP00L9&C.  .    • 

10 

15 

123 

307 

430 

137 

109 

246 

2 

107.    9.    2 

COTTINO  »0  M,  &C.   . 

10 

7 

127 

137 

26^ 

67 

24 

91 

0 

109.12.    0 

Total    .    •    .' 

14 

8 

50 

109 

159 

59 

33 

92 

0. 

54  ,  ir .   5 
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139 

1596 

2970 

4566 

1169 
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185^ 

.20 

1281.14.    T 
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OF  THE  KEWCASTLE-UPON-T YNE  AUXILlAEY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
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-1 
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St.  Amdebw's    •    . 

15 

12 

141 

312 

453 

85 

39 

124 

7 

114.     0.     0 

St.  John's     .    .    . 

10 

16 

129 

287 

416 

88 

49 

137 

11 

94.    0,    0 

St.  NfcaoLAs    •    . 

12 

10 

71 

221 

292 

68 

36 

104 

5 

64.    0.    C 

Pilgrim  STmEBX    . 

21 

12 

68 

209 

277 

69 

24 

93 

1 

62.     0.    0 

Pawdok   .... 

10 

8 

44 

130 

174 

48 

22 

70 

5 

49.    0.    0 

Sandgatb     .    •    • 

4 

3 

0 

65 

65 

5 

10 

15 

0 

6.     2.     6 

Gatishbao  •    •    . 
Total    •    . 

6 

12 

36 

300 

336 

67 

68 

135 

7 

76.    0.    0 

78 

73 

489 

1524 

2013 

430 

248 

678 

36 

465.     2.    6 

Biatributedat  Cost  prices  660  copies  ....  Under  Cost  prices,  16. 

Remitted,  for  General  Object,  £.100. 

Estimated  Population  of  the  District  embraced  bj  the  Sodetrf,  40^000^ 
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Abstract  of  the  Results  of  the  Liverpool  and  other  Bnmch  Societies. 


B£CAP1TULATI0K« 

Aggregate  Population. : S87t000 

D\  .  .Number  of  Districts 1,1SS 

of  Collectors,  &c 1,554 

of  Free  Contributors     .....     13,S56 

of  Bible  Subscribers 28,249 

of  Bibles  and  Testaments  dis-l  onoetx 

tributed j- 20,859 

of  Persons  supplied  with  Loans       1 , 1 88 

Amount  paid £.12,285.   9.2     , 

Amount  voted  for  General  Object  •  .  •  £•  2,749 .15.5 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  proportion  which  the  total 
number  of  Contributors  and  Subscribers  bears  to  the  Popu« 
lation  is,— • 

In  Liverpool '  ..about  •  ...  1  to    7 

Mancnester —     *....  1  to  16 

Plyniouth,  Ac.    ...    — ^     •  .  •  •  1  to   6 

Hull —      ....  I  to    9 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  .    —     ....  1  to  20 

And  that  the  ratio  of  Collectors,  when  compared  with  the 
population,  is  precisely  similar.  This  furnishes  a  oondusive 
evidence,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  increase  the  numbed 
of  those  valuable  Ajsents,  in  order  to  extend  an  interest  in 
the  cause,  and  dimise  more  widely  the  advantages  and 
blessings  of  the  system. 


SECTION  III. 

ON  ladies'  bible  associations. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Parent  Institution  assumes 

.  no  control  over  the  internal  arrangements  of  Local  Societies ; 

and  that  the  recognition  and  strict  observance  of  its  fun« 

^damental  principle,  alone,  constitutes  the  bond  of  union. 

But  the  advantalges  of  one  uniform  mode  of  i>receeding  in 

all  societies  of  the  same  designation,  are  evident:  and  among 

them,  no  one  is  more  important  than  the  security  which  is 

thus  afforded,  that  the  integrity  of  this  principle  wiU  be  main- 

'  tained  throughout  every  part  of  the  system. 

1.  The  following  are  the  Rules  recommended  by  iHe 

Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  for  adoption  by  Ladies' 

Bible  Associations  :<— 

I.  Thftt  we  form  ounelves  into  an  A«odation,  in  oooBSxion  with  the  Bri- 

^  tish  aad'FoEeignJBtbk  Society,  through  the  medmm  of  the  — r— r  Auyiliicr 
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[or  Branch]  Bible  Sodetj,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  towiids  the 
drculation  of  the  holj  acTipttires  ^  without  note  or  comment,'*  pardon- 
luilj  in  .  .M  and  ita  vicinity ;  <«&d.  that  thia  AMoriation  be  ilfomiiiat^fl 
M  The -^—^  Ladies' Bible  Aaaodation.*'  ... 

II.  That  aB  peraopa,  subapiblng  the  aum  of  one  penny,  or  upirarda,  per 
wedc,  ot  makiqg  a  donation  o(oiie  guinea  or  upwards,  at  one  time,  shall  be 
memb^  of  this  Association. 

in.  That  the  business  of  this  Association  diaU  be  conducted  by  a  Com- 
ttdttee,  %o  be  chosen  annually,  consisting  of  a  Treasurer,  — >  8ecretarlea» 
•nd  not  lesf  1^  ^— ^  other  ^membefB,*  eligible  for  re-election,  and  under 
the  natnmage  of  such  other  honomy  membera  a*  tiM  Socisty  or  Conmittee 
■hall  select  and  otitain. 

I^*  'Hiat  the  Committee  meet  onee  a  nontik,  er  eftencf^  if  nsMMrf* 
0n  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselyes;  and  that  ■■  '  membera  beempowoed 
lo-art.     •      ■ 

Y.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  and  coQecting  donations  and  sub* 
Mfiptions,  the  Committee  divide  this  neighbourhood  into  districts,  and  ap. 
point  one  or  more  eoUedeis  Irom  among  themsdves  to  eadi  district  %  jm 
that  these  Gontfikrtiona  be  paid  to  the  Xscasurar  at  the  Monthly  Committee 
)ieetia«i  ... 

VLThat  the  Cbmmiltep  make  it  their  bH^neas  to  inqi^  Whether  any 
ftmn^  or  individaa^  .residing  within  the  limits  of  this  Association,  are  in 
waat  of  Bible^  or  Testaments^,  and  unable  to  procux«  them  t  in  whidi  case 
It.  Atfi  be  the  duty  of  t&e 'Committee  to  supply  them  therewith,  at  jirime 
1»st,  or  ledtaced  pricee,  acceraSng  to  their  circumstaiieea. 
•  VII.  Itettheftiadsof  tUs  AssociatioD,  orsomuchtheteofaatheConu 
•pyttoe  fhtiX  #nNt,  whether  ariaiitt  from  subscxipUons,  donations,  or  the 
.  jale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  shaS,  from  time  to  time,  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  coat^  to  be  sold  to  the  poor  hi 
the  nei^bourhood,  as  before  dnected  ;  and  that  any  surplus  which  miy 
ariae,  be  remitted,  at  the  diKretion  of  the  Committee,  to  the  .—  Anmlhiiy 
[or  Branch]  Bible  Sodety,  in  aid  of  the  general  purposes  of  the  British  and 
Pofeum  Bible  Society. 

VIIL  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subacriberB  and  friends  of  the 
Aasoriation  be  held  on  such  day  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  the  Committee 
in  each  year,  at  —  o'clock ;  when  the  accounts  (aa  audited  by  the  Com« 
mittee)  shall  be  pieacnted,  the  prooeedings  of  the  past  year  reported,  and 
»  Treasursr,  Secretariea,  and  Comn)ittee,  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year, 

IX.  That  aeopy  of  these  Bules,  signed  by  the  Secretaries,  be  transmitted 
to  the  Committee  of  the  —  Aui&ary  (or  Bnmch]  Bible  Society ;  wflh 
« tequeet,  that  they  will  grtmt  permiashia  to  ky  out  the  fiinds  of  this  Afsoi^ 
'  t  in  puflotasi&g,  at  the  depositoiy  of  thesaid  society,  Bibles  and  Tetfte. 
lettheoost]  ' 


2.  OBSEayATiovs. 

Tha  following  remarks,  in  addition  to  tbose  sulnmtted  in 
.  CSiapCer  UL  Section  IL  may  .trad  to  elucidate  the  practical 
operation  of  these  Rules : — 

I.  When  the  Anociation  is  formed  in  tsoimexiim  with  a  Ladies' 
iNiaeh  Society,  the  introduction  to  the  Jbrsi  Bale  duHild  be  thus 
aJiptisisdg— >**  That  we  form  ourselves  into  an  Asiociation  in  ecMi* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


\ 


^  BOUB  saaoeuanov^  8M  ^ 
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■eJdoB  with,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  through  tte 
■Mdiotti  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  --— -.—  Auxiliary  Society." 

In  thk,  as  in  the  primary  regidation  of  every  Bible  Society^  the 
iingle  object  of  the  institution  is  distinctly  recognised.  Cm  this 
subject  it  has  been  justly  obserred,— -'<  Its  grand  design  is,  to  cir-*. 
culate  the  volume  of  divine  inspiration  among  all  the  nations  of 
mankiiidy  in  all  their  several  languages.  This  is  its  «ole  businMs  i 
it  intenneddles  with  nothing  else,  ft  distributes  the  Scriptuwa  .^ 
thewhola  of  the  Scriptures — and  nothing  but  the  Seripttttes.  I«  givet 
Ifaemy  as  God  has  given  them»  without  note  or  comment ;  pleading 
the  example  of  God  as  its  precedent ;  and  relying  on  the  blessing 

•fOoD  tor  success.** **  Blend  this  object  with  others,  ana 

you  dissolve  the  charm  that  binds  the  whole  together; — you  narrow 
again  the  sphere  of  co-operation,  hj  unavoidably  touching,  in  some 
degree  or  other,  on  party  peculiarities ;— -you  mtroduce  variations 
of  sentiment,  and  scruples  of  conscience ; — ^and  by  bringing  Chris- 
tian association  back  to  its  former  circumscribed  state,  you  destroy 
poe  of  the  chief  glories  of  the  singular  period  in  which  we  have  tlie 
kq»pmeal  to  live.*' 

II.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea  to  suppose  that  the  funds  of  Bible  Assor 
dations  are  derived,  exclusively,  from  the  contributions  of  the 
labouring  classes.  They  have,  in  numerous  instances,  been  aug* 
inented  by  the  liberality  of  individuals  in  ^  middle  and  uppdr 
ranks  of  society ;  and  nothinff  tends  more  to  encourage  the  fhrmef^ 
tlMUi  Uiis  co-operation  on  the  part  of  their  superiors.  At  the 
Annual  Meetii^  of  the  Liverpool  Auxiliarv  Society,  m  the  yesar 
1813,  when  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  for  forming  Bible  Ass»* 
ciations,  the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  presided,  after  declaring  **,\!bak 
Ke  accounted  it  the  greatest  honour  that  could  be  conferred  upon 


him  to  have  an  opportunity  of  standing  up  as  the  warm  friend  of 
the  Bible;*'  and  avowing  his  peculii 


liar  admiration  of  the  plan  of 
pennv-a-week  societies ;  m  order  to  sanction  the  measure,  imme- 
diately added,  "  Put  my  name  at  the  head  of  that  list,  and  all  mj 
domestics  shall  become  subscribers  too.*' 

According  to  the  census  of  1811,  there  are  more  than  2,100,000 
inhabited  houses  in  Great  Britain.  If  each  of  these  furnished  only 
a  sbgle  subscriber  of  a  penny  a  week,  the  annual  aggregate  amount 
would  exceed  four  hundred  andjifty  thousand  pounds;  beins;  con- 
siderably more  than  double  the  income  of  all  our  Bible  ana  Mis- 
sionary mstitutions. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  remarks  already  offered  {Chap,  II.  5«c/.  II.) 
relative  to  the  provisions  of  the  ^Aircf  and  yo»r/A  Rules,  it  is  onlr 
necessary  to  observe,  that,  in  order  to  conduct  the  business  wim 
system  and  efficiency,  thrte  Secretaries  should  be  appointed.  The 
number  of  the  Commitlee  will  always  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
Association. 


iT«  Allnsita  has  abeadybetn  made  to  the  inxepedienqr  of  larm 
iitfeieii ;  and,  b  AiiMiMMmcMidtteted  by  Ladies,  it  wil^ 
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Neceeeity  of  Assodations. 

/  or  sixty  houses  are  amply  sufficient  for  each.  The  inju* 
msequences  of  suffering  any  individual  to  collect,  who  is  not 
^er  of  the  Committee,  have  likewise  been  pointeid  out ;  but 
tAtt)  iJast  be  accepted  as  a  general  remark,  since  it  is  evident  thai 
places,  will  always  be  found,  especially  in  large  towns,  which  il 
%ould  be  inconsistent  with  the  delicacy  of  the  female  character  to 
Yi^tt  regularly. — The  following  extract  from  the  Second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Bristol  Association  will  illustrate  the  author  s  mean* 
ing,  and  suggest  a  mode  by  which  this  difficulty  may  be  obviated. 

.  **  A  young  man  employed  in  the  coach^affice  at  the  Bush  Tavern,  at  an 
interval  of  leisure,  was  talking  with  three  or  four  of  the  servants  and 
porters  about  different  religious  societies,  and,  among  the  rest,  about  the 
Bible  Society ;  when,  on  his  observing  that  hundreds  suhscribed  to  it  only 
one  penny  per  week,  all  said,  one  after  another,  **  I  should  not  miad  that.*^ 
Immediately  he  inquired  into  particulars  respecting  the  Bible  Association, 
and  b^an  to  solicit  subscriptions ;  and  he  has  obtained,  by  his  own  unasdsted 
exertions,  forty-eight  subscribers  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association,  and 
thirty-one  subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  the  Society's  prices. 
It  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed,  that  all  these  seventy-nine  subscribers 
are  composed  of  book-keepers,  coachmen,  guards,  horse-keepers,  porters^ 
and  other  servants  connected  with  the  inns,  who  probably  would  never  have 
been  prevailed  on  to  subscribe  by  any  other  person.** 

This  fact  dearly  proves  the  beneficial  effects  of  circulating  printed 
Papers  eiplanatory  of  the  nature,  tendency,-  and  effects  of  Bible 
JSocieties.  It  is  scarceljf  necessary  .to  observe,  that  the  respective 
individuals  who  collect  m  such  places  should  pay  over  the  amount, 
monthly,  to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are 
situated, 

V.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that  **  it  is  no  difficult  task  te 
imagine  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  or  village  are  adequately 
suppled  with  the  holy  scriptures  ;  but  it  is  difficult  and  laborious  to 
V  investigate  wrhether  they  are  or  are  not."  The  following  Extracts 
from  the  Annual  Reports  of  Local  Societies  are  selected  from  an 
immense  nutnber  of  similar  testimonies,  which  afford  decisive 
evidence,  that  it  is  only  by  the  practical  operation  of  the  sixth  Rule 
that  this  investigation  can  be  prosecuted.  In  every  pase,  an  Auxiliary 
or  Branch  Society  had  been  previously  established,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  attaining  its  immediate  and  important  object ;  but  was 
'found  incompetent  to  conduct  those  regular  and  systematic  in- 
quiries, which  constitute  the  peculiar  province  of  Associations,  and 
by  which  alone  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  slate  of  the  poor  can 
be  acquired. 

ColehetteTj  1813.— In  one  parish  connected  with  the  Hinckford  Hundred 
*  Sodety,  144  ihmilies  were  visited,  consisting  of  689  persons :  of  these  there 
'  were,  34  families,  in  which  no  pertm  couid  read: 

80  fioailies  having  no  copy  o/eUhor  OMor  New  TeHament  g 
30  fiunilies  having  a  de/eetive  or  torn  copy  of  a  Bible  or  Testament. 
.     Dttf0,  1818.— Of  69  fiuttOies  inhabitinff  one  street,  in  each  of  which  was 
some  person  who  could  read,  were  found  59  families,  embrsdug  about  ^W 
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persona,  without  either  Bible  or  Testament :   of  these^  56  indvriduals  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  contribute  a  pennj  a-week  to  obtain  a  Bible. 

Nm-th^fFeit  Ltmdaih  ISlSi— In  one  division  of  the  Oxford.Market  Asso^- 
dation,  out  of  150  subscribers  which  were  obtained,  upwards  of  90  were  in 
want  oi  Bibles.  And  in  a  single  court  within  the  limits  of  the  same  ^Asso- 
dation,  consisting  of  ten  houses,  and  containing  about  sixtj  fiunilies^  only 
Jbft  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were  feund. 

Davmtry^  1810. — The  necessity  for  ft  Ladies*  Association  at  B$field  is 
established  by  the  report  of  the  collectors  of  one  district,  who  state,  ^^  Out  of 
tiie  first  twenty.thiee  houses  which  we  visited,  there  were  nineteen  fiuniliea 
Wanting  Bibles,  6eing  either  without  them^  or  thoae  they  possessed  being 
torn  and  useless.** 

Siaffordikirey  1819.<«-'*  It  was  discovered,  by  actual  investigation,  that  in 
«ne  village,  twenty-nine  fiunilies,  containing  153  individuals,  and  amounUng 
Co  about  naif  its  population,  had  amongst  them,  only  three  Bibles,  and  not  aiu 
Testament.  And  there  was  every  reasonable  ground  for  beUeving  that  the 
remaining  half  of  this  village,  and  also  three  other  villages  in  the  neatf 
neighbourhood  of  it,  were  in  |i  conditioji  equally  destitute  and  deplorable.'* 

iSM A«N^M,  1817.~The  formation  of  thb  society,  in  1814,  was  preceded 
bj  an  inquury,  the  resaH  of  which  was,  that>  among  4165  individuals,  thertf 
wen  found  to  he  no  more  than  439  BiUes  aid  1S8  Testaments.  In  Sep^ 
lember  1816,  a  Lefies'  Assoeiatien  #as  formed  i  atid  in  referenee  to  one  of 
the  country  districts^  which  the  Committee  of  the  Branch  Society  believed  te 
fiftve  been  adequately  supplied,  they  observe,—^*  Yonr  Committee  had  oon« 
ndered  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  their  exertions  in  that  quarter ;  and[ 
had  accordingly  abandoned  any  intention  to  do  any  thing  fur&er,  than  to 
flupt^  two  Bibles  to  that  number  of  cases  recommended  to  them  by  a  resi- 
4enl.  On  actual  investustion,  however,  to  their  great  surprise.  It  appeareif 
that  ftfrtyvfour  fiunilies  (out  of  sixty  visited  by  the  Ladieis)  were  destitute 
ef  tke  holy  acriptuvas;  while  many  others  possessed  such  books  alone  as 
were  mutikted^  and  in  gvsat  port  escless.** 

DtmeasUrt^  1820.*^'^  It  is  a  great  argument  in  ftvottr  of  BiUeAflsodationsI 
that  it  is  only  throush  their  operation  that  any  thing  like  |i  true  estimate  of 
the  want  of  the  Scriptures  existing  in  a  distnct  can  be  obtained.  The  re* 
turns  made  by  Auxiliary  Committees  have  usually  Mien  fkr  short  of  the 
tnith';  an'd  the  ectnal  wants  can  only  be  brought  to  light  by  the  minute 
investigation  of  Aasociation  collectors.  Hence  it  has  not  unfiequently 
happened,  where  a  hmndrtd  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  been  reported  as 
wanted,  ten  tumt  that  number  have  been  found  insufficient.  The  truth  of 
these  remarks  has  been  proved  in  our  own  society.  Seven  year»  have  elapsed 
since  this  Auxiliary  was  established  t— at  that  time,  two  hmndrtd  mud  eighty 
poor  fiimilies,  amounting  to  near  one-fifth  of  the  popidation  of  Doncaster,  were 
seported  as  destitute ;  and  during  fhefimrpemrs  ending  1 817y  three  hundred 
eoples  were  ctrculated,  which  it  might  have  been  plausibly  contended  would 
he  a  flifildent  supply.  But  wfaht  is  the  fhct  ?— A  Bible  Anoeiation  was  esta- 
Mlahed  in  1817 ;  and  wfthin  three  tfean^  no  fewer  than  ninehiihdredemdfeur- 
%9em  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  distributed  to  persons  who  voluntarily 
and  cheerfViUy  enrolled  their  names  as  subscribers  ....  As  a  flirther 
proof  <tf  the  great  efficiency  of  Bible  Associations,  above  eveiy  other  means 
of  distribution,  it  may  here  be  mentioned,  that  through  the  channel- of  sub* 
aeribers  to  your  Auxiliary,  resident  in  BawHy^  only  wttp-Hx  copi^  of  the 
Beriptures  found  their  way  into  that  town  up  to  1818 ;  while  dnriSi^  the  tw6 
yean  the  Association  has  been  in  operation,  mme  hundred  and  eighMjf'gix 
Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been  issued  from  the  Doncaster  depository  tn 
answer  the  demands  of  Bawtry  and  the  a4jacent  villages.'*    ....    The 
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pbriflh  of  GEcy/M,  though  of  dicumscribed  extent,  and  with  a  population  not 
exceeding  300  souls,  enjcfyn  all  the  advantages  and  all  the  blessingB  of  a  well^ 
ordered  Bible  Asaodation.  The  excellent  defgyman  of  that  pan^h  thuib 
vrites  :<— *'  Had  not  areaounie  of  this  nature  been  within  our  reach,  the  eai> 
nest  appiicationa  we  hare  received,  could  not,  as  fiur  as  I  am  aware,  have  been 
ansiivered  to  the  satiafiu^tion  of  the  parties,  with  respect  eiHier  to  time,  or  the 

most  convenient  price  of  the  books. J^Yery  day  convinces  me,  that, 

in  accomplishing  the  eatabliahment  of  a  BiUe  Institution  among  the  poor- 
people  of  this  juace,  I  have  done  more  towards  promoting  their  best  happi- 
nesB,  than  would  have  been  effected  by  the  most  active  personal  exertional 

nnaaristed  by  so  truly  valuable  a  support.** Notiiing  more,  your 

Committee  are  persuaded,  need  be  advanced  to  estaUiab  the  justice  of  tbe  fol« 
lowiiy  assumption :— That  the  number  of  persons  zetupoied  without  the  Scrip- 
tures, in  any  particular  district,  from  the  enumeration  of  fimoilies,  is  generally 
underrated ;  that  the  only  means  of  obtaimng  correct  information  of  the  iul{ 
extent  of  the  deficiency,  is  throuA  the  means  of  Bible  Associations ; — and 
that  the  most  effectual,  and  there&re  the  best  method  of  supplying  that  de- 
ficiency, is  by  such  Associations.** 

VI.  Many  observations  have  been  sabmitlied  in  the  preceding 
chapters^  with  regard  to  the  practical  application  of  the  Seventh  rulei 
Were  it  the  only  object  of  a  Bible  Association  to  satisfy  Ihe  home 
demand,  one  of  the  most  happj  effects  o£  these  institutions  woiM 
Instantly  cease.  The  labouring  classes,  might,  indeed,  be  sopplied^ 
but  thej  would  be  deprived  of  the  means  now  provided  for  mani- 
festing thdr  interest  in  the  cause ;— a  cause  which  attracts  by  ita 
simphcity^  and  retains  its  hold  on  ^eir  affections  by  the  unequivood 
eyiaence  of  its  beneficial  results.  Nor  is  it  too  much  .to  assert;  thai 
no  part  of  our  population  would  more  unfeignedly  lament  dife 
adoption  of  any  measure,  were  it  possible  that  such  should  be  suj^- 
gested,  which  could  restrict  the  opesations  of  the  Society :  it  is  t& 
tuHhfold  object  which  constitutes  its  principd  beauty,  and  secures 
}te  permanence.  The  following  extracts  will  suffiaently  illustrate 
tfiis  part  of  the  subjecl. 

Norths  9FeH'lmd0n^  1880.-»^A  poor  woman,  who  saj^rted  herself  by 
wadiing,  and  letting  the  spare  apartments  of  her  httle  habitation^  subsciibsd,, 
as  a  me-wiU  offering,  nx-pemet  per  month  to  the  Fitaroy^uare  Aaso- 
eiationl  Deeply  imprnsed  with  the  importance 'and  usefiilnefls  of  the  insti- 
tution, as  her  dreumstances  improved,  she  increased  her  subscription  to  ime 
shilling  p<r  month.  This  she  continued  for  three  years.  Unfortunate^* 
some  of  her  lodgers,  in  whom  she  had  placed  too  much  confidence,  went 
away  without  paying  her :  nearly  at  the  same  time,  also>  her  employment  was 
greaUy  reduced.  In  consequence  of  these  privations,  she  was  compelled  to 
yelinquiah  her  monthly  subscription :  this  she  did  with  expressions  of  the 
^e^nst  regret  i  she  said  that  she  felt  this  painftil  necessity  as  the  greatest 
of  all  her  deprivations ;  ibr  she  had  felt  a  pleasure  which  words  could  not 
describe,  in  contributing  her  widow's  mite  to  the  blessed  cause ;  and  tiie 
had  hoped  ^that  her  subscription  would  continue  to  the  end  of  her  days* 

Another  individual  in  the  same  district  had  been  afflicted   in  hex 

health,  and' was  admitted  as  a  patient  into  St  Geor|^*B  Hospital  In  this 
atuation  she  received  a  present  of  a  Bible  ^m  a  pious  young  lady,  who 
visited  her  in  her  confinement.  This  Bible  she  read  with  devout  impres- 
sions of  its  excellence,  and  with  an  anxious  wish  to  know  and  psKtiae'  the 
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will  of  God.    Being  restored  to  health  and  toher  home,  Ae  iUt  an  < 
dlie  to  eztend  to  other  sons  and  daugfaten  of  afiliction  the  rapport,  conao» 
latum,  and  improvement  of  the  divine  wofd,  and  to  ezpreas  her  giititude  * 
hj  aaristing  to  ditulate  the  hofy  acripturea.    Accoidin^j,  she  hecame  a 
wbacriliertotheBiUeAnociation;  and  exprcaacd  heraelf  thm  to  one  of  the 
Oollaetora,  iHio  accidentally  called  at  her  lodgingai  ^  You  are  the  penon  I 
wiahedtoaee;  God  has  UeaMd  me  witii  a  little  worlc :  I  have  just  received  « 
the  lint  shilling  for  it ;  I  wish  to  devote  it  to  his  service.'    The  Collector, 
with  that  wisdom,  prudence,  and  kindneas,  wMdi  diould  never  he  lost  iMt 
of;  lemonstrated  on  the  occasioD,  and  declined  taking  the  oontrihution.    Ae 
poor  woman  exdaimed,  '  Oh,  do  not  rob  me  of  uis  onlj  oomfiirtt  when 
distress  prevented  m j  contributing,  it  pierced  m j  heart  with  sorrow  $  biit ' 
now  that  I  can  afford,  to  give  this  sns  skUii$igy  it  feeb  like  as  if  mj  wounds 
were  healed."* 

OmndU  amd  TVvf^ifiMi.— For  sevend  years,  an  item  has  appeal^  In  the 
Reports  of  the  Society,  scknowledging  an  annual  leudttauce  of  nearly  tw9 
pnmdty  ftom  ^  An  Assodatioo  of  some  Poor  Women,  whose  nsmes  and  rfr. 
flidenoe  are  unknown,  of  one  halfpenny  a-week.**.  The  name  of  her,  whose 
little  contribution  was  blessed  by  the  Saviocb's  approval,  is  not  recorded  on 
earth ;  but  He  still  sits  over  sgainst  the  txeasuxy,  and  knows  and  mazici  the 
motives  of  those  who  cast  money  into  it 

'  Dormlfy,  18S(U-^  Two  poor  women,  who  have  received  their  Bibles,  and . 
paid  the  ftill  pride,  after  gratefully  expressing  their  thanks  to  the  Society  for 
aiMing  them  the  opportunity  of  purchssing  the  BiUe  in  su^  an  easy  way» 
and  in£ed  the  only  way  in  which  they  coidd  have,  spared  the  money,  i^ 
quested  they  might  each  be  aDowed  to  subscribe  for  a  Bible  to  give  away. « 
They  now  pay,  one  twopence,  the  other  threepence  per  we^,  fer  that 
purpose.  How  charity  expands  the  heart  and  fXm  it  with  holy  seal !  Eyeii 
the  cottager  is  capable  of  foeHng  her  heaveifly^  emotions,  and  dbares  with  the 
noble  end  the  rich  the  sacred  benediction^*  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
Hum  to  receive.*** 

'  Pntiminstfr^  1816*—"  An  officer  of  this  Assodation  was  called  upon  by  a 
zespectableJooking  young  woman,  apparently  a  servant,  who  desired  to  Imow 
wheUier  he  received  rabscriptions  nn-  the  Bible  Association ;  and  on  beiiig 
answered  in  the  sffirmative,  she  put  a  one>pound  note  in  his  hand.  Not 
supposing  her  to  be  the  author  of  such  Uberaiity,  he  inquired  in  whose 
name  he  should  place  it  on  the  socie^s  accounts.  The  question  evi.. 
dently  conftised  her ;  and  with  some  embarrassment,  she  asked  whether  It 
would  be  necessary  to  expose  her  name :  the  necessity  of  it,  of  course,  was 
not  insisted  on ;  and,  seemingly  glad  that  her  benevolence  might  esame  the 
gbre  of  jmblidty,  she  b^^K^d  it  might  be  accounted  fbr  as  the  ffift  of^i  ser- 
vant ;  and  went  away,  bouring  in  ber  countenance  a  most  plea£ig  evidence 
that  regret  was  not  amongst  her  feelings,  and  leaving  the  individual  die 
had  entrusted  with  her  bounty  to  exdaim,  more  teom  a  conmderation  of  her 
ciicumstanoes  than  of  the  magnitude  of  the  gift,  *  Verily,  she  hath  cast  in 
more  than  they  slL'  ** 

•  SUfffhnUhire^  4818.^**  The  Rev.  Secretary  of  the  Tamworth  Branch 
writes  thus :— *  It  is  not  now  that  there  is  here  and  there  a  Bible  on  the  shelf; 
covered  with  dust  and  cobwebs ;  but  it  to  sought  for,  and  it  is  read.  The  moral 
and  the  religious  feelings  of  the  people  are  improved.  I  can  add  one  little 
anecdote,  which  occurr  A  here  some  short  time  ago.  A  person  gave  me  a  small 
donation  for  the  Society,  with  these  Temaita :  ^  The  Bible  is  my  source  of 
eomlbrt  and  Joy.  I  wish  others,  Sur,  to  partske  of  that  blessing  as  well  as 
myael£  I  and  mine  are  but  poor ;  biit  we  have  been  enabled,  by  means  of 
MussDciety^tddbtiin  the  Scrii^ucesat^  easy  rata   These  Scrijptuxes  have 
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taught  tt8  to  behiimUe,  industamiB,  and  frogaL  I  liave  saved  a  few  ahil- 
\ij}g^:  take  them,  ^r,  aa  a  smaU  donation.  Thia  mite  may,  ift  a litib  da-K- 
gfe^  further  the  i^tentiom  of  thia  valuable  inatitutiDii.' " 

S(mtkamf4m,  1819.—''  It  is  a  very  pleaaing  &ct,  that  aefvea  of  the  BihlflKi 
supplied  were  purchaaed  bj  the  childseu  of  a  lE^emale  Sundaj-0chool»  from 
the  a<yH.nmlatipa  of  little:  gratuities  which  they  had  rtoehred  aa  rewaxda  for 
good  ccmdttct,  on  purpose  that  they  might  he  giveii  to  poor  peraooa  deafeitnte 
of  the  holy  acripture&  The  money  aared,  and  thus  appropriated,  waa  five^*; 
aiuUthirty  shiHingjS ;  andtheactwaa  apontaaeouaonthepartof  tfaeehildreiu* 
So  fine  9fk  ezamjue  of  aelf^enying  beneTolenoe,  it  is  hoped,  may  not  be  with-*; 
out  ita  use,  both  among  the  children  of  opulent  fiuniliesy  and  among  penons 
of  mofe  advanced  1^  in  general." 

vrr.  When  the  annual  meeting  of  a  Bible  AstociatipQ  is  held 
jpintly  with  that  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society^  the  following 
should  be  subatituted  as  the  Et^^^ARule : — '*  That  the  Annual  Gene- 
i!al  Meeting  of  the  —  Auxiliajy  (or  Branch)  Bible  Society  be, 
eonndered  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  this  Association;  and  thai  & 
eopy  of  the  Treasurer's  account  (as  audited  by  the  Committee),  a 
Keport  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year,  and  the  names  of  the; 
Officers  and  Committee^  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  said: 
society,  one  month  previous  to  such  Annual  Meeting*" 

The  follAwin^  extracts  afibrd  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the  adNran-) 
tages  attending  those  Meetings,  and  exemplify  their  benefidal  eflects^ 
on  die  diffierent  classes  of  the  conununity : — 

Northrff^esl  Londoiij  ISIS- — ^  An  inatance  has  occurred  of  a  sers^n  a^lH) 
scribing  for  Bibles  to  be  given  to  each  of  his  servants ;  a  person  who,  pre^ 
vioualy  to  the  formation  of  thia  society,  as  he  himself  stated,  discredited  tfai^ 
'  Bible,  lost  no  opportunity  of  contending  against  it,  and  would  not  sufi^  % 
single  copy  to  be  kept  in  his  house-;  but  having  heard  m¥ch  of  the  g^t. 
activity  and  zeal  displayed  in  the  fbormation  of  Bible  Associations,  he  wa% 
ii^luced  to  attend  the  meetings,  and  afterwards  to  search  the  Scriptures  lyim-j 
self  diligently ;  the  result  of  which  was,  s^deep  conviction  of  th^  truth  of  thoi 
(Uvine  oracles,  and  of  the  £illacy  of  those  arguments  winch  lie  had  formerl^K' 
employed  aga^ist  them."^ 

J)UiQ,  1818 — *'  At  the  General  Meeting  of  the.  £dgeware-Boa4  Bibl% 
Association,  a  poor  woman,  who  had  already  subscribed  for  and  received  % 
Bible,  and  continued  her  subscription  of  a-penny  per  week,  was  so  delighted^ 
at  some  interesting  intelligence  firom  Russia,  which  was  read  at  the  meetings 
that  she  went  the  next  morning  to  the  collector,  and  said  she  would  payf 
threepence  per  week  in  future." ....  The  Perey-Urgef  Ladies*  Report  statiea^^ 
*'  That  a  female  servant,  who  latelj  attended  a  meeting  of  a  Bible  Assoda* 
tion,  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  her  duty  to '  do  what  she  could  * 
>  in  so  good  a  cause,  that  she  immediately  became  a  free  eubscriber  ;  solicited; 
her  companions  to  contribute  also^  and,  having  succeeded,  with  several  o^ 
them,  has  undertaken  to  collect  their  subscriptions.'' 

Ciijf  of  iMuhn^  1816.—*'  Nor  have  the  public  meetings  of  the  Associa^ 
tions  been  unproductive  of  benefit :  they  have  served  to  awaken  the  alumber*. 
ing  seal  of  some  who  attended  them,  have  elicited  friends  to  the  institution,; 
and  abated  the  prejudices  of-  those  who  had  been  unfriendly  to-  Bible  Socicri 
ties.  There  is  one  delightful  tale  told,  in  a  report  from  one  of  the  A^wociationa,. 
of  a  person  who  went,  both  ignorant  8n4  careless,  to  the  Aimiversary  Meet*, 
ing ;  but  retired  thougl^tAU*  and  inquiring  the  way  tp  heaven.    From  ibak 
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tauipiciima  boor,  she  has  been  preteing  forwaTd  Iki  her  religious  career^  V> 
which  she  is  an  honour,  hj  her  devout  and  humble  spirit,  and  by  the  con- 
sistency of  conduct  which  Ae  dispU^jra.**  * 

St.  GwrgtU  ji$tociaiiomy  18lfi.^'^  A  person,  who  had  been  blessed  wkh 
pious  parents,  but  had  lost  them  at  an  early  age,  and  had  since  forgotten  thehr 
parental  instructions  and  admonitions,  livuig  /'  without  God  in  the  world,^' 
<was  prompted  by  curiosity,  as  he  passed,  to  step  into  Jones's  Biding  School, 
^ring  tjie  Ckneral  Meeting  for  the  formation  of  this  Association. — At  Ui%t 
jnomoit,  a  minister  was  advocating  the  cause  of  your  society ;  and  address- 
ing homBelf  tothe  younger  part  of  the  audience,  with  such  warmth  as  to 
«ltract  his  attention,  he  was  thtereby  induced  to  beair  the  remaining  addi^sses ; 
and  on  leaving  the  place,  his  reflections  led  him  to  consult  hia  kng-ne^ectod 
Bible  t  the  result  is,  that  he  haa  become  a  good  husband,  an  affectionate 
Either,  and  a  decidedly  religious  character  :  he  is  now  a  constant  and  serioua 
«ttendMit  on  the  ministry  of  that  gentleman  who  was,  under  Providence, 
the  first  instrument  of  awakening  him  firom  hia  thougfatlesa  state  i  and  he.  Ib 
-also  an  active  and  zealous  member  of  one  of  our  sister  Aasedations.*  .   ,    . 

Jttaray-^Maittf  Jstoeiutimt^  18 1 6.-**^  Soon  alter  the  last  Anniversary  M^et- 
i^g,  a  labouring  man  called  on  one  of  the  collectors,  stating,  that  he  had  at- 
tended there,  and  had  been  so  impressed  by  what  he  heard,  that  he  could  not 
be  satisfied  in  liis  mind  t^  he  had  given  his  mite  towards  the  distribution  of 
that  grMf  book  (so  he  called  it),  the  value  of  which  he  so  well  knew.  The 
poor  nan  then  chwaXblly  and  modefllly  put  doWn  his  piece  of  ^e  shillings 
«nd  sixpence.** 

Dtwenhyj  I89a— '^^  A  lady,  who  was  d|i  a  Tisit  ihfhia  neighbourhood  at  the 
period  of  your  kit  Anniversary,  attended  on  that  very  interesting  occasion. 
When  she  heard  the  detail  of  the  operations  of  your  society,  and  or  the  man- 
nor  in  which  your  ftmdft  were  increased  and  your  Bibles  and  Testaments 
•distributed,  by  the  eneigy  and  assiduity  of  her  own  sex,  she  felt  a  convic« 
tion  thht  it  was  her  duty  to  ^go  and  do  lUrewise.*  Immediately  on  returning 
'to  her  usual  residence,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  she  attempted  to  investi* 
4^te  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  her  neighbourhood,  and  proposed  to  those,  who 
were  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  to  become  weekly  subscribers. '  She 
itis  soon  Astonidied  and  defigjbrted  to  observe  how  easily  the  plan  was  adopted, 
and  how  gladly  the  proposal  was  generally  accepted.  In  the  space  of  twelve 
flumtha  &e  has  circulated  more  than  twenty.five  pouhds*  worth  of  bodes ; 
and  haa  freouently  declared,  that  ihtspteannre  of  the  work  abundantly  recom- 
^tenaedihe  L»a^  ef  it  i  and  that  ft  was  *  itMfe  Uessed  to  give  than  to  re- 


^F%cMltesff»',  iei7.-^^A  poor  man  came  to  oflbr  himielf  as  a  firee  subscribe 
ito  thia  AflSbeUtion.  The  meannesb  of  his  appearance  astbni^dd  the  collector, 
and  he  did  not  accept  his  offer.  Being  thus  disappointed,  he  applied  to  ano- 
ther nteiber,  and  expressed  the  same  wiA.  He  if9s  asked,  *  where  do  you 
Kver  He  replied,  '  Nesr  SefiWm-hilL*—- *  Voii  had  better,  then,  subscrilijs 
to  the  Aasodatioh  of  that  district'  He  sUd,  he  had  been  hidiiced  to  make 
tiiia  qipUeatifni  in  censequenoe  of  seeing  a  printed  placard,  announcing  tl^js 
^  iBBual  meeting  ef  th^  St.  dement  Dane's  Association ;  ahd  he  had  brought 
a  one-pound  note,  not  in  payment  for  a  Bibte,  but  as  a  free  gift  Intreaties 
mkam  need  Co  induce  himtd  ehlmge  his  mind,  but  in  vaon ;  he  woulcLnot  be 
ilioved  ftom  his  purpose.  He  said  he  had  been  at  sea,  and  coidd  well  spare 
it)  aihe  had  lately  received  some  priee-moriey.  The  collector's  astonishment 
weeatill  move  idcreii^ed,when  he  infi^rmed  him  that  he  was  it  Roman  Ca- 
tholic He  acknowledged  that  the  Bible  was  the  only  book  that  cotild  meet 
the  neoesBitiito  of  the  MUl,  and  shewed  much  solicitude  for  the  more  general 
diffuflon  of  it** 
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.  It  has  beea  already  observed,  that  the  public  proeesdkip  of 
Ladies'  Bible  Societies  are  conducted  exclusively  by  Uie  ComnHtteea 
of  the  Auxiliary  for  Branch]]  Sociedes  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, who  should  always  appoint  a  judicious  and  .efficient  Sub- 
committee for  this  particular  purpose.  The  form  of  the  Annual 
Report,  and  such  further  remarks  as  appear  necessary^  will  be  found 
in  Section  Y.  of  this  chapter.  When  the  Association  is  connected 
with  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society,  the  duty  enjob^  by  the  Ninth  Rule 
is  fulfilled  by  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries,  who  should  present  A 
copy  of  their  Rules  and  Regulations  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 


3.  The  following  are  the  By-Laws,  recommended  (or  adoption 
,by  tbe  Committees  of  Ladies'  Bible  Associations :— - 

L  That  the  Committee  meet  at  ^— ^  on  the  — -,  in  evevy  month,  at 
— .-«  o'clock  precisely ;  and  that  as  soon  after  that  time  as  — ^-  Memhem 
he  present,  bushiess  shall  be  comm^iced. 

IL  That  the  chair  be  taken  by  the  Pierident;  in  the  President's  sbsenoe, 
bj  one  of  the  Yice-Fresidents ;  in  their  absence,  by  the  Treasurer;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  the  Committee  shall  appoint  a  penon  to  the 
chair  from  among  themselyes. 
I JL  That  the  order  of  prooeeding  shall  be,   . 

1.  To  read  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding  Meeting,  and  dispose  of  busi- 
ness arinnff  therefrom. 
%  To  receiTe  die  Treasurer's  and  Secretaries*  reports  of  thfe  state  of  the 

funds,  and  of  the.  stodc  of  Bibles  and  Testuncnts  on  hand. 
8.  To  call  for  a  tpriMm  report  from  the  Collectors  of  eadi districts  sudi 
rmrts  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and,  if  approved,  to  be  re. 
oeiYed,  and  copied  into  the  '^  Report  Book.*' 
4.  To  receive  any  official  communications  whidi  the  Secretaries  may 
have  to  makes  after  which,  fresh  propositions  shall  be  taken  into 
consideration. 
.    lY.  That  each  district,  where  convenient,    shall  have  two  or  mora 
members  of  the  Committee  attached  to  it,  as  CoUectorB. 

V.  That  the  Collectors  be  requested,  as  &r  as  poqsiUe,  to.catt  pHMfnolir 
for  the  wed^ly  subscript&ons,  etmrp  weeks  to  solicit  new  subscriptioos,  from 
time  to  time,  throai^luHit  their  several  districts;  and  to  r^ort,  at  the 
monthly  meetiny,  such  psnons  ss  they  consider  proper  fbr  new  members  of 
the  Committee. 

VL  That  the  Secretaries  be  empowered  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testaments, 
when  neoesBiy ;  and  report  to  the  Committee,  every  monlli,  the  state  of 
the  frinds,  and  the  stock  of  Bibles  and  TeaUaientsoi^hand. 

VIL  That  the  Bflde  Secretaxj  stamp,  or  uMcribe  neatly,  the  name  of 
this  Association  on  the  title.patfe  of  every  Bihie  and  Testament  issued, 
and  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  copies  received  and  delivaced. 

VUL  That  when  anj  ^Subscriber  shall  have  paid  up  the  agreed  fries 
ibr  a  Bible  or  Testament,  the  CoUecUns  of  the  district  shall  deliver  to 
such  subscriber  a  tidcet,  addressed  to  the  BiUe  Secretary,  specifying  the 
description  of  Bible  or  Testament,  and  the  amount  paid ;  on  the  prescii 
tation  of  whidi  the  Book  ahidl  be  delivered. 
'  IX  That  the  Collectors  of  each  district  be  reqiiested  to  praent  a 
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wriiim  report  to  every  monthly  meeting  of  the  Committee;  particukurly 


i  Mpount  ef  ell  donrtionw  tnd/rm  waJmaApdaoB  received  by  them 
during  the  last  month,  with  the  names  of  all  new  CQHtributors. 
%  The  amount  of  subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  receiyed 
by  them   during  the  last  months  with  the  names  of  all  mm 
subscribera. 
3.  Any  information  of  an  interesting  oatuxei  arising  out  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Association. 
'X.  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  l>y  this  Assodation  shall  be 
eeldat  the  cost  prices,  as  spedfiedin  the  annexed  table  t— but  the  GoUertoEt 
ant  authbiised,  in  cases  of  poverty,  or  under  pi>ffiiliftr  circumstanoes,  to 
deliver  copies.when  not  less  th^n  ooeJnlf.^Ctiie  coet  price  ha^  been  paid* 

•  I    ■  ■  ■  lilt     .1    ;  n      «         ■  ■!  ■ 

CostClMSofliily.. 
BIBLB8.  #.        A  ' 

.Small  Pica,  with  marginal  reftrenoee 14  •  0 

Small  Pica,  without  retettuee 10  .  6 

XongPrimer  •  ditto'  *.«  ••-••vfr'.;*,  .9.6 
Brevier,  with  maiginal^re^MiOieer*  .•  •  •  .  •%  •  It  .10 
Brevier,  without  rdfereoKeil  .    •    »  V' 7  •   S 

'  Minion    .    .    ditto '6.0 

■     Nonpareil     .    ditto 4.9 

Poclret,  Ifinion  Type 5.7 

Pocket,  Nonpaxeil  <tttt* ;    4.   C 

Pica  •  .    .  bound  la  adf     ...••':•%.  4i  •  ^ 

Pica 4lHep  ..........  0  .  5 

J/ong  Primer    •    •     calf  ' 3.8 

Long  Primer    .    •    sheep    .    •    • 8.8 

Brevier  . 
Bvsvi^  • 


JrOCKet 

Po(l»i 


*XI.  That  in  case  the  Collectors  meet  with  any  individuals  whom  tibey 
nay  consider  proper  ol^ts  for  the  giant  of  a  Bible  or  Testaaieal»  the 
names  and  address  of  such  persons  shall  be  reported  to  the  Gaieial 
Committee,  and  transmitted,  by  the  llfinute  Secretary,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Auxiliary  [or  Branch]  Society,  with  a  request  that  they  may  be 
Tinted,  and,  if  found  suitable  oljects,  gratuitously  supplied. 

XII.  That  no  fiunily,  after  having  been  supplied  with  one  BiUe  and 
one  Testament,  under  the  eoit  prices,  shall  be  supplied  with  any  fttrther 
of  copies  on  the  ssme  tenns,  without  spedal  appUostion  to  the 


XIII.  That  a  copy  of  the  Monthly  Extracts  of  Conespondenoe  be 
regularly  presented,  by  the  CoUectors,  to  every  firee  Contributor  of  half 
a' guinea  or  upwards  per  annum;  and  that  they  be  Uni  to  free  contri- 
butors of  smaller  sums,  in  the  proportion  of  one  copy  to  eveiy  four 
subscribers.  The  regular  number  of  copies  to  be  provided  by  the  Secre- 
taries, and  delivered  to  the  Collectors  at  the  monthly  committee  meettngs. 
-  XIY.  That  no  new  By-Law  be  made^  or  any  existmg  By-Law  xepeded 
«r«altered,  .without  one  month's  prevhwp  oofeifiB  be  given. 
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Observations  on  the-BjJlAW^—Yiuton— Advantages  of  punctualitj. 
4. — 0BSBRVATI0N8. 

The  subsequent  remarks^  In  addition  to  diose  whicli  have 
been  offered  in  the  correaponding  divisions  of  the  preceding 
Chapters,  are  design^^  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  tendency 
of  those  regulations. 

1/  In  many  Associations,  the  following  words  have  been  added  to 
the  Fourih  By-Law  ;-^<<  And  tliat,  in  all  practicable  cases,  a  matron 
and  a  younger  lady  shall  be  colleagues.  As  a  cautionary  hintj  il 
may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  children  should  not  be  em- 
ployed as  collectors  of  districts ;  nor  is  the  author  aware  of  sucb. 
appoiBtnieBt  baving  ever  tak«;i  j^aee.  Experienoe  has  satisfiMS- 
torilv  proved,  that  die  subject  may  be  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  L»adfes  themselves ;  and  it  Would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  single 
Association  of*  this  description,  in  Great  Britain,  which  might  not 
be  safely  recommended  as  a  model  for  similar  institutions.  In 
reference  to  this  particular  subject  it  should  be  stated,  that  the 
following  By-Law  has  been  adopted  m  many  places,  with  conside* 
rable  effect ;  "  That  every  young  lady  who  obtains  six  or  more  free 
contributors  of  a  penny  a-week,  or  upwards,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  meetmgs  of  the  Committee  as  a  Fisiter"'  In  allu- 
sion to  the  practical  operation  of  this  By-Law,  the  Committee  of 
the  Southampton  Ladies'  Association,  in  their  Third  Annual  Report, 
observe,  **  The  Institution  has  been  Mded,  in  a  most  (valuable 
degree,  by  the  punctuality  and  perseverance  of  agfat  little  girls. 
The  plan  of  eacn  of  them  has  been,  to  obtain  six  or  more  free  sub- 
scribers,  of  one  penny  or  upwards  a-week ;  which  these  juvenile 
collectors]  pay  in,  once  a  month,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
which  they  attend  a«  visitors.  Their  united  collections,  to  the  pre- 
sent time^  amount  to  no  less  than  50/.  14j.  2d.*' 

*^i.  On  a  strict  attention  to  the  duties  enjoined  by  tlie  Fifth  By- 
Law,  the  success  of  the  institution,  humanly  speaking,  prinoi^ 
pally  depends.  The  advantages  olpunciuality ;  the  mode  or  apptt- 
cation  to  the  various  classes  ol  societf ;  the  inexpediency  of 
accepting  free  contributions  from  persons  who  recmve  parodnal 
aid ;  and  the  selection  of  suitable  Ladies  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  in 
the  Committee,  constitute  the  subjects  comprised  by  this  impor- 
tant regulation.  Under  the  head  of  <<  Hints  to  Collectors,**  (Chap' 
ter  VIII.  Section  I.)  such  suggestions  will  be  submitted  as  the , 
nature  of  the  case  appears  to  require ;  and  the  following  extracts 
will  furmsh  an  ample  illustration  of  the  practical  tendency  of  the 
Bule. 

Nvrth^^Fiti  Ltrndm^  1816.—^'  At  the  formation  of  the  PaddUigton  AaaO" 
dation,  an  iron-foundxy  in  the  district  was  visited  by  one  of  the  coUecton, 
tp  soUcit  Bubflcriptiona  from  the  workmen.  On  this  occaaion,  Bome  Irish 
Roman  Catholics,  employed  in  the  foundry,  gave  him  much  opposition ; 
diylarinfr  that  *'  they  would  be  glad  to  bum  all  the  Bibles  he  would ' 
bring.*  *  -A  few  of  4ie  other  workmen,  however,  were  indu^  to  subaoibe 
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6ar  Biblefk  The  happy  effects  produced  by  these  books  were  strikingly 
manifested  at  a  subse^ent  period :  for  when  the  same  collector  visited  the 
foundry  again,  after  a  considerable  interval,  the  men  exclaimed,  on  seeing 
him  enter,  '  Here  comes  the  Bible-man  I  we  have  found  the  benefit^ 
Mme  of  his  Bibles;  now  let  ns  «ll  have  Bibles.*  And  several  of  them  inu 
mediatsljf  became  subscribers.** 

AMteMffiii  LaOt^y  Itdfl.^'^  The  posr  osnlmiie  tolbsl  ti»  least  pst^ 
sihle  inconvenienoe  from  paying  for,  the  hdiy  ioiplufiBs  by  w«aUy  iiis|id4 
ment»  Your  Committee  xe&r  to  a  proof  <^  it,  in  the  case  of  a  young 
woman,  who  was  unable  to  attend  the  tssi  public  distribution  to  receive  her 
Bible.  When  the  collector  called  on  her  with  it,,  and  presented  it  to  her, 
she  said,  *"  Ma'am,  I  do  indeed  consider  this  as  a  venr  handsome  present;  for 
it  comes  like  a  present : — Shaving  paid  only  the  tnuul  sum  of  9ne  petm^  jmt 
W€eky  I  have  not  folt  the  purchase.*  ** 

ffackngy,  ife.  Lttdi€$\  1830. — ^  In  one  of  my  vints,"  a  collector  observesi^ 
^  I  called  on  a  poor  woman,  to  whom  I  proposed  the  question,  whether  she 
had  a  Bible :  *  Oh,  yes,'  she  replied ;  ^  I  have  three.'  Knowing  that  she 
depended  for  her  support  upon  her  own  labour,  I  was  about  leaving  her  n 
when  she  said,  ^*Jf IV  not  thg  poor  giue  atmeikim^  to  ikn  BUtU  SoeiHg  a»  woli 
nf  $ko  rick  r  I  replied,  *  Certainly,  if  they  wish  IL*  She  said,  '  I  wish  to 
give  a  little ;'  and  broi^t  me  twopence.  At  first  I  declined  taking  so 
much  {  but  she  repeated  her  request,  and  added,  '  I  will  continue  it  weekly^ 
as  long  as  I  can  afford  it ;  and  if  I  become  unable,  I  shaU  rejoice  that  I  have 
givw  something  to  so  good  a  canso/^ 

P^^momik,  4r^  L8Jim\  1840^—''  A  msfi  who,  on  the  flnt  call,  reoaivetf 
the  collector  with  sullen  disdain,  opposing  her  S(zertiona  by  oveiy  msbbsi 
within  the  sphere  of  his  influence,  and  even  refusing  her  access  to  his 
tenants  up  stairs,  is  now  become  a  free  subscriber,  ana  a  usefiil  auxiliaxjf., 
IXiring  her  absence  of  three  or  four  weeks^  he  collected  part  of  the  dis- 
trict for  her ;  and  in  wet  weather,  wishes  her  to  sit  in  his  shop,  while  he 
runs  to  gather  the^pence— offering  his  services  in  any  way  in  whidi  he  caa' 
beusefm." 

jMito,'^**  The  collectors,  on  entering  the  room  where  a  poor  man  and 
woman  Uved,  and  telling  the  object  of  their  visit,  were  answered  very  dieer. 
fUUy, '  It  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  throw  in  our  mite  to  this  treasury  4 
for  we  love  the  cause.*— Observing,  however,  that  thu  interesting  couple 
were  apparently  sinking  under  the  effects  of  ^sease,  and  that  every  thing, 
in  the  room  bore  great  mdications  of  poverty,  the  collectors  thought  it  right 
to  make  some  inquiry  into  their  drcumstances.  They  thankfUUy  acknow. 
ledged,  that  aid  was  tmorded  them  by  the  parish,  and  occasional  help  from  t^ 
fow  benevolent  friends.  As  it  is  a  rule  of  your  Associations  never  to  accept 
firee  contributions  fVom  persons  receiving  parochial  aid,  the  collectors,  on 
this  information,  felt  themselves  obliged  to  decline  the  willing  offering.  A 
fow  days  after,  a  lady,  who  frequently  visited  these  afflicted  persons,  hap«. 
pening  to  call  on  them,  they  related  to  her,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  the 
Sid  disappointment  they  had  experienced,  in  being  denied  the  pivilege  of 
subscribing  to  the  Bible  Society ;  asking,  if  there  were  no  way  m  which  it. 
might  be  done;  adding,  ^Any  sacrifice  we  could  make  would  be  a  pleasure 
to  us,  if  we  might  be  afiowed  to  contribute.' — ^The  print  of  their  own  weQ.' 
read  Bible  being  smaU,  and  in  many  parts  almost  obUtemted,  they  were 
VBcommended  to  subscrttie  for  snother  for  their  own  use.  The  proposal  wm* 
readUy  aocqited<  ^Andthen;  said  they,  '  m$  skali  kmve  omrJUtU  Bikk  im. 
gmiomm€pmr€roaim^wMahtunmuJ** 

Cold  must  be  tbat' hearty  and  torpid  those  feeHngs  that  ate  not 
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avrakened  by  facts  like  these!  The  labouring  classes  in  Great 
Britain  have  furnished  the  best  and  most  conclusire  answer — ^that 
of  practical  refutation — to  arguments  they  never  heard,  and  theories 
they  could  never  comprehend ;  while  thcrv  bave  afforded  the  finest 
illustration  of  the  admirable  remarks  of  Dr.  Cbalmera,  who  ob* 
■erveSy  in  reference  to  the  influence  of  this  part  of  the  system  on 
their  circumstances  and  their  character, — 

^  It  brings  up  their  economy  to  a  higher  pitch ;  but  it  does  so,  not  in'  the. 
way  which  they  resist,  but  in  ihe  way  whidi  they  choose.  The  single  dr- 
eumstance  of  its  being  a  volutUary  act,  forms  the  defence  and  the  answer 
to  all  the  clamours  of  an  affected  sympathy.—*  You  take  from  the  poor/ 

*  No ;  they  give.'— *  You  take  beyond  their  ability.'  '  Of  this  they  are  the 
best  Judges.' — '  You  abridge  their  comforts.'  No ;  there  is  a  comfort  in  the 
exercise  of  charity :  there  is  a  comfort  in  the  act  of  lending  a  hand  to  a 
noble  enterprise :  there  is  a  comfort  in  the  contemplation  of  its  pn^ras  s 
there  is  a  comfort  in  renderins  a  service  to  a  friend  ; — and  when  that  friend 
is  the  Saviour,  and  that  service  the  circulation  of  the  message  he  left  behind 
him,  it  is  a  comfort  which  many  of  the  poor  are  ambitious  to  share  in. 
lioave  them  to  judge  of  their  comfert ;  and  if;  in  point  effect,  they  do  give 
their  penny  a-week  to  a  Bible  Sodety,  it  just  speaks  them  to  have  more 
oomfort  in  this  way  of  spending  it,  thim  in  any  oth^  which  bccurs  to  them.** 

The  following  remarks  of  the  Boston  Committee,  in  their  Report 
for  I8d0,  are  so  appropriate  and  judicious, '  that'  no  i^logy  is 
requisite  for  their  introduction : — 

^  The  practical  sood  which  arises  to  the  poor  from  Bible  Aasodations, 
ikluBt  be  convindn^y  evident  to  every  mind,  that  at  all  rejects  seriouslr 
and  dispassionately  on  the  sulject  It  is  only  by  personally  visiting  then: 
dwellii^is,  and  actually  investigating  their  moral  wants,  that  the  defldency 
of  the  Scriptures  can  be  ascertained.  To  affirm,  as  many  worthy  persons 
do,  that  the  poor  of  this  island  may  procure  Bibles,  if  they  cfaoqse  to  make 
a  proper  application  for  them  to  the  benevolent  and  well-disposed,  is  indeed 
€b  state  a  most  delightful  truth :  but  matter  of  feet  has  indisputably  proved, 
that  this  mode  of  distribuUng  the  sacred  volume  does  not  ftdly  meet  the 
eziflendes  of  the  case ;  it  does  not  accord  with  the  general  views,  and  habits, 
ana  dispositions  of  the  poor.  Friendly  visits  must  be  paid  them ;  their 
individual  wants  must  be  kindly  inquired  into;  their  prgudices  and 
aversions  must,  if  possible,  be  softened  and  condliated ;  their  ignorance  must 
be  calmly  and  judidously  reasoned  with ;  and  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  possessing  a  copy  of  the  word  of  life  must  be  pointed  out  to  them,  and 
pressed  home  upon  their  hearts  with  an  eiunest  a^d  affectionate  solidtude. 

•  To  ite  roused  to  the  heights  of  mercy,"  says  an  eloquent  divine^  "  you 
should  have  personal  experience  of  wiat  passes  arsiind  you :  one  dngle 
morning  devoted  to  explore  the  recesses  of  misery  wquld  preach  'to  you 

'  through  life."  Wherever  the  object  of  Bible  Associations  has  been  uius 
recommended  to  the  atten^on  of  the  poor,  and  pursued  with  diligence  and 
punctuality,  the  most  beneficial  effects  have  unifermly  ensued.** 

III.  In  order  to  save  time,  and  to  .fulfil  in  the  best  manner  the 
duty  enjoined  by  the  Seventh  By-Law,  many  Associations  use  a  brass 
stamp  and  red  ink,  by  which  means  the  object  in  vi^w  is  completely 
attained  without  disfiguring  the  title  page.  The  Bible  Secretary 
should  stamp  the  copies  as  soon  as  they  are  received,  before  [xlacing 
them  in  the  Depository.    Whether  the  title  of  the  Association  be 
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Stamped  or  written,  it  wiU  be  found  condacive  to  the  design  in  view 
'to  insert  the  number  placed  against  the  subscriber's  name  in  the 
Bible  Book,  in  some  agreed  part  of  the  Bible  or  Testament,  as 
recommended  in  the  Twelfth  By-Law  of  Grentlemen's  Associations, 
Chap.  III.  SecHonUl. 

IV.  In  places  where  the  plan  of  public  distributions  is  adopted 
{see  Chap.  VIII.  Section  IIL)»  the  following  should  be  substituted 
as  the  Eighth  By-Law : — 

*^  That  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  Society  be  deliyexed 
publicity  at  such  times,  and  in  such  part  of  the  district,  as  the  Committee 
.shall  deem  most  suitable:  but  that  every  subscriber,  having  completed  his 
or  her  subscription,  and  requiring  a  Bible  or  Testament  previously'  to  a 
pabUt:  distribution,  shall  be  supphed  by  the  Bible  Secretaxy.'* 
•  V.  A  reference  to  the  Specimen  of  the  Collector's  Monthly 
'  Report,  in  Section  V.  of  this  Chapter,  will  satisfy  die  reader  of  the 
facility  with  which  the  provisions  of  the  Ninth  By-Law  are  fulfilled* 
A  strict  and  uniform  attention  to  this  regulation  will  materially  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Society. 

'  yi.  It  will  be  perceived  that  much  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
collecton,  in  the  practical  appiicadon  of  die  Tenth  By-Law;  and 
.that  in  no  part  of  the  execadve  details  will  greater  caudon  be 
necessary,  to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  thus  con* 
ferred."  The  subject  has  already  been  adverted  to  in  Chapter  III. 
(Section  III«,  Fmrteenth  Observation);  but  its  acknowledged  im- 
portance justifies  a  more  full  consideration  of  the  principle^ it 
involvesy  by  a  review  of  its  tendency  and  effects  in  those  places 
where  it  has  been  most  extensively  applied* 

The  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies'  Society  observe,— ^*  There 
may,  to  a  casual  observer,  be  an  appearance  of  oppression,  in 
^requiring  from  a  labourer  the  full  price  of  a  Bible ;  and  were  it 
demanded  at  once,  it  might  possibly  be  felt  by  the  individual -as 
such  :  but,  on  their  own  reiterated  testimony,  <  a  p^nny  a-week  is 
never  missed;'  and,  in  the  end,  the  Bible  is  received  ahnolt  as  a 
gift,  though,  as  the  fruit  of  thmt  own  industry,  they  are  more 
pleased  than  if  it  were  gratuitously  presented.  Out  of  9765 
Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  by  this  society,  considerably  more 
thim  one-half  have  been  sold  at  the  cost  prices." 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  HuU  Ladies'  jSocie^,  it  is 
stated ;— *'  It  has  always  been  eamesdy  recommended  to  the  Col« 
lectors,  not  to  urge  the  poor  and  needv  too  importunately  to  sub- 
scribe their  penny ;  for  there  are,  doubdess,  individual  cases,  which 
claim  the  divine  blessing—'  Thou  didst  well,  that  it  was  in  dune 
heart ;'  but  there  are  others,  where  the  weekly  contribudon  ap- 
peals to  enrich^  rather  than  impoverish.  A  poor  woman,  who  gave 
threepence  per  week  for  a  Bible,  declared,  '  though  dmes  were 
very  bad,  she  had  never  found  herself,  poorer  on  Saturday  night 
for  paying  for  her  Bible  on  Monday/  Of  1854- copies  issued  by 
this  insdtution,  1811  have  been  distributed  at  the  codt  prices." 

The  Committee  of  the  Bloomsbury  and  South^Pancras  AuxUiary 
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Disadvantages  of  gratuitous  distribution,  generallj. 

S(Kiety  report  ;-^'<  The  readiness  of  the  poor  to  make  their  perioi- 
dical  payments  is  most  gratifying.  Their  alacrity  and  punctuality 
have  been  mich,  that  the  Associations  have  been  induced  ^ery 
generally  to  advance  the  Bible  or  Testament  to  the  poor  sub- 
scriber, after  a  proportion  of  the  sum  has  been  paid ;  relying  on  his 
character  for  the  pi^ent  of  the  remaining  purchase-money.  By 
meana^of  this  small  mdulgenc6,  which  they  have  never  found  tg  bt 
abused,  the  poor  are  encouraged  to  pay  with  the  utmost  cheer- 
fulness the  entire  cost  of  the  books.''  And,  as  a  specimen  of  tlie 
mode  of  distribution  adopted,  they  add, — <'  Of  195  Bibles  and 
Testaments  issued  by  five  of  our  Associations  within  four  BionUi% 
185  were  sold  at  the  cost  prices.'* 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Annual  Repoftt  cf  the  Lattit 
IMterWhe  Association: — <*The  Committee  be^  to  relate  an 
naecdote  oi  a  person  under  no  fear  as  to  the  operauon  of  the  pro- 
fottf-Uxi  in  other  words,  he  Works  for  ten  shUlmga  and  sixpence 
per  week.  He  applied  to  have  ius  name  put  down  for  a  Bible,  and 
professed  a  strong  desire  to  have  one  i  and  said  he  would  pay  for  il 
m  he  could  sfMure  the  mooiey ;  at  all  eveAts^  at  not  less  than  three- 
pence per  week*  Threepence  he  paid,  ninepence  he  brought  the 
•exit  itiighl,  one  shilling  the  next ;  and  so  great  was  hii  hnxleiyv 
that  httdng  collected  the  sum  of  four  shillings,  he  brought  it  on  the 
fifth  nighty  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  secure  his  wished-fbr  price." 

The  if fluifdcrt^M  Ladies'  Association,  in  their  ¥vnt  Anaual  Report^ 
observe,-"^'  The  children  appear  to  take  great  pleasure  m  savtnf 
the  little  money  whidi  is  given  them  in  the  course  of  the  week^ 
that  they  may  put  in  (as  they  terra  it)  for  a  Bible;  and  are  quite 
.anxious  for.the  CoUectoi^  on  the  Monday  morning,  in  many 
fiuniliei  there  are  three  subacnbow  in  each ;  namely^  the  parents 
akid  two  children."  To  which  it  Is  added^  *^  118  copies  of  the 
aacred  acriptures  have  been  ^ready  distr3>uted)  far  which  prime 
cost  has  been  paid."  ^ 

The  Helitene  Ladies'  Association  d>serVe ; — **  We  have  to  state, 
that  a//  the  Bibles  and  Testamait9  have  been  disposed  of  at  the 
M»/  pfiee ;  and  in  no  instance  has  discontent  manifested  itself  in 
those  who  have  purchased  them." 

viK  The  disadvantages  attendant  on  the  ^ratoi^ou^  distributiot 
eff  Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  a  general  practice,  have  been  repeat- 
edly  aQuded  to  in  Ibe  preceding  pages ;  but  as  cases  may  some- 
titnee  occur  to  justify  this  mode  ox  supply,  it  is  the  object  of  th^ 
Eleventh  By-Law  to  provide  the  means  for  carrying  it  into  efecH 
The  difficiidties  which  opposed  themselves  to  any  specific  arrange^' 
■nnt,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  required  to  guard  against  fraud  on  • 
the  one  hand,  and  the  neglect  of  a  positive  duty  on  the  other,  were 
perceived  at  an  early  period ;  and  the  plan  of  proceeding  recom*' 
mended  in  the  By-Law,  and  adopted  by  Ladies*  AsM>ciations 
universally,  has  proved  the  most  eflPectual  expedient  hitherto 
devised.  The  necessity  of  gratuitous  grants,  especially  in  placeA 
whei^e  the  «  Uan  Fund''  is  adopted  (See  Chapter  VUI.  Section  IL), 
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vill  be  rarely  found  to  exists  9^d  in  a  weUtorganised  AptQciatioo^ 
where  the  collectors  reguhirly  adhere  to  the  s^rstem  of  weekly- 
yjj5it%  even  the  incHnation'  to  oe  thus  supplied  will  geo^ridly  giT% 
place  to  a  better  feeling ;— a  desire  will  be  excited  among  the  poo* 
tp  procure  Biblea  for  themselves,  and  increased  industrj  anA 
economy  will  speedily  furnish  the  means.  But  let  it  never  b% 
forgotten^  that  the  occasional  grant  of  a  Bible  may  be  a  Chris^an 
duty,  and  that  *'  tht  blessing  of  him  whp  is  rpidy  to  perish^  map 
ssmctify  the  gifL — '^  A  minister  lately  entered  the  cottage  of  onek 
of  his  parishioners.  He  heard  a  voice.  He  listened'  JX.  waa  the 
voice  of  a  child,  reading  the  Scriptures  by  the  b«4-aide  of  a.  dying 
mother.  ^*  Where,  my  child,  did  you  leani  to  read  ?"  '<  M  tbtf 
Sunday  School."  '<  Who  gave  you  that  BiUe}^'  <<  A  Member 
of  the  Bible  Society."  Surely  there  never  was  a  gem  or  jewe) 
worn  by  British  female, — surely  there  never  sparkled  a  diamond  iit 
th^  courts  of  kings, — which  would  not  be  gladly  expended  to  pur«v 
chase  such  a  Bible,  to  be  used  by  such  a  child^  op  ^u^  w 
Qcc^on  I"* 

VIII.  Many  of  the  observatioas  just  ofBnred  are  equailjp  ap» 
j^fcable  to  the  Tweiftk  By-Law^  It  is  evident  that  a  Bible  an4 
Testament  constitute  an  adequate  supply,^  eenera%  speaking,  for* 
every  family ;  but  where  there  are  several  children,  and,  especiaHv 
when  they  are  about  to  leave  home  for  serviQe,  thet  importa^CQ  alt 
^p^ouri^mg  tJbeir  parenu  to.  supply  tb^iPn  with  this,  their  bail 
eonpanion,  will  be  duly  appireoi«M«  The.  Connliteis  «£  tJM 
Plymouth  Ladies'  Society  observe,— * 

*'  It  is  a  touehing  and  a  beautiftil  flighty  and  by  no  means  unfrequent,; 
wken  the  oollactoxs  axe  csUod  on  to  reoeiive  fiom  this  pittsaes  of  age  and 
lafifmitj.  tha  weekly  peop^  fof  the  purdia^e.  fg  a:  Bible  or  a.  IPeataBMat^ 
di^ngned  to  bi^  the l^y  of  a#ect^  to  tb^e  liqpiM gBaficl«hUdL  Xhe|Mi9 
have  feelings ;  and  irightlj  do  they  seak  to  em^ijUn  and  paipat^uate  tli^ 
memories,  by  selecting  such  a  memoriaL^ 

But  this  benevolent  principle  acquires  a  higher  value,  when  we 
behold  its  influence  extenc|jnff  beyond  the;  limits  of  the  domestig 
circle.— The  Committee  of  the  Sherborne  Ladies'  Association  re- 
port:— 

*^  A  poor  youth,  about  bigfaieen  yean  of  age,  called  on  one  of  your  seore. 
taries  for  two  Testaments*  On  being  aaked  if  he  had  aot  aome  mopttis,|a8t 
obtained  a  Bible  for  himself,  he  replied,  '^  Yes;  I  do  not  now  buy  tor  n^i< 
self:  there  is  a  poor  lad  living  near  me  without  a  Bible,  and  I  want  him  to' 
read  it,  because  it  hi^  done  me  so  much  good :  the  other  I  want  to  cany  toi 
an  old  woman,  who  haa  long  been  conflned  to  her!  bed,  m  ordes  that  I  ma^ 
9e%d  to  her ;  and  |  assure  jou,  there  is  no  Bible  \^  th^  roonit  and  I  .vish.la 
]|»ave  it  there,  for  the  good  of  all  her  neighbouxs  who  visit  her.** 

Atid  the-  exemphuy  Committee  of  the  Colchester  and Bast^fyse^ 
Auxiliary  Society  place  this  subject  in  a  new  and  iiiterestiog  pojuDd), 
pf  view,  by  stating,  that,  **  among  the  recent  issues,  have  been  tw^1ve[ 

-      •  Sj^eceh  oMhe  Re?.  John  Cawood  at  the  Worcester  Meeting,  ISl  J.. 
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Oicuktion  of  'MontUj  ExtiBcts. 


BHiles,  at  the  reduced  price,  to  the  (iroprietor  of  the  principal  inn' 
in  this  town,  to.be  placed  in  the  sleeping-rooms,  for  the  use  (tf  those 
who  have  occasion  to  take  up  a  Cemporary  residence  there.  Tour 
Committee  would  recommend  the  practice  to  be  adopted  as  gene- 
rally  as  possible ;  and  sincerely  hope  the  good  intentions  of  those, 
who  haye  commenced  it  will  be  fully  realized.*' 
'  IX.  The  following  extracts,  in  addition  to  the  remarks  submitted 
in  Chap.  I.  Section  VIII.,  will  exemplify  die  beneficial  efects  re*' 
suiting  from  the  provisions  of  the  Thirteenth  By-Law : 

ff^minsier,  1818. — **  The  plan  recently  adopted,  of  printing  ^  Monthly' 
Eztnets,'  firam  the  correspondence  of  the  Parent  Society,  has  been  hi^y 
beneficial,  in  exeituig  new  and  zealous  exertiona  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  focietj.  With  these  extracts  in  his  hand,  every  contributor  to  the  Society 
can  trace  its  incraaainff  progress  and  aucceaa,  in  opemng  the  treasures  of 
Divine  Wisdom  to  regions  lutherto  unsupplied  with  the  word  of  life." 
*  BUtckhMUhf  1818.—''  The  occanonal  circulation  of  the  '  Monthly  Ex** 
tracts '  among  persons  who  knew  but  little  of  the  extennve  labours  of  the' 
Bible  Society,  has  made  the  most  salutary  impreadon.  It  has,  in  many  cases, 
silenced  objections,  and  brought  new  friends  to  the  cause  in  whkh  that 
8o«ety  and  its  Auxiliaries  are  engaged.** 

Pl^nmdh  LaMe9\  18S0.— ''  Your  Committee  have,  during  the  past  year, 
judged  it  expedient  to  give  increased  circulation  to  tiiose  very  interesting 
documents,  the  '  Mmil^  Extracts  of  Cknrtqmmience  t '  having  been  satisfied 
of  their  tendency  to  excite  and  maintain  a  powerful  interest  in  the  operations 
of  the  Parent  Society.  By  rich  and  poor  they  are  perused  with  equal  in* 
terest.  In  most  of  the  poorer  districts  they  are  regularly  circulated ;  and  tte 
eagerness  with  which  they  are  inquired  for,  evinces  that  poverty  aoay  KSSlnta 
the  hand,  but  cannot  chill  the  heart.** 

Specimens  of  all  the  Books  and  Reports  referred  to  in  the  By-* 
Laws,  wiU  be  found  in  one  connected  series  in  Section  V.  of  thia 
Chapter,  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
illustrate  l&eir  practical  tendency. 

SECTION  IV* 

ON  THfi  MODE  OF  EaTABLISHINO  AND  ORGANIZING  LADIES* 
BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

L  In  places  where  AiudBary  or  Branch  Societies  are  esta^ 
blished  and  ^properly  organized^  the  formation  of  Associations 
generally  oncinates  with  their  Conunittees :  and  it  will  be 
recollected^  tibat  their  By-Laws  (Chap.  II.  Sect.  III.)  are 
framed  with  particular  reference  to  this  subject  The 
'mode  of  proceeding,  in  regard  to  Associations  conducted 
by  Gentlemen,  has  been  explicitly  detailed  in  Chim.  III. 
Sect  rV . ;  and  the  members  of  a  District  Committee  wul  find 
no  difficulty  in  accommodating  the  directions  there  ffiven  to 
the  pecuUar  circumatiiioes  of  a  Ladies*  Society.    When  the 
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measure  arises  spontaneously  with  anyLady,  the  first  proceed* 
ing,  after  forming  a  provisional  committee  of  three  or  more 
Ladies,  should  bie,  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  nearest 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Committee,  who  inunediately  depute  a 
judicious  Sub-Committee, — if  regular  District  Committees  be 
not  already  appointed, — to  meet  the  Ladies,  and  afford  diem 
every  requisite  aid  in  carrying  the  design  into  eflfect  It  is  the 
duty  of  those  gentlemen  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  generiu  meeting ;  to  conduct  the  proceedings  of  such 
meeting ;  and  to  reUeve  the  Ladies  of  all  that  part  of  the  busi- 
ness which  involves  publicity  and  active  exertion* 

SL  Such  is  the  facility  with  which  a  Ladies*  Bible  Associa* 
tion  may  be  established,  and  the  readiness  of  the  female  sex 
to  co-operate  in  this  work  of  benevolence,  that  the  author  has 
frequently  found  a  few  hours  sufficient  for  the  purpose*  After 
introducing  the  subject  at  the  annual  meeting  of  an  Auxiliary 
or  Branch  Society,  and  briefly  explaining  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  the  proposed  institution,  accompanied  with  a  sketch  of 
the  results  of  similar  societies,  a  meeting  of  Ladies  has  been 
appointed  for  the  same  evening,  or.  the -following  day,  when 
the  Association  has  been,  regularly  formed,  and  the  Committee 
organised.  Whether  this  plan,  or  the  more  deliberate  and 
mediodical  mode  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  be 
adopted,  the  following  order  of  proceedings  will  be  found  to 
embrace  die  several  heads  of  business  to  \^  transacted.— t-The 
entries  in  italics  will  be  considered  as  manuscript 

3»  Ordsk  of  Fmocnniires  at  thje  Foeuatiov  of  a  Ladies*  Bulb 
AssociATioir. 

jfyUthtr^y  IBih  StpiemUry  1817* 

At  a  Meeting  convened  foi;  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Ladies*  Biblk 
Association  iSc  A^lulmrff  and  its  vicinitj;— ; 

Sht  Jamn  Madntwh^  Btart.  in  the  Chair. 

J,  B'  having  explained  the  nature  and  design  of  the  proposed  sodetj, 
and  detuled  the  beneficial  efiects  of  similar  institutions^  in  other  places,  the 
following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted ;  viz. ' 

No.  1.    Moved  bj  C  2>. ;  seconded  hj  E.F, 
,  **•  That  a  Society  be  now  finrmed,  to  be  called '  The  ^l«6ifyy  Ladies*  Bible 
Association  ;*  of  which  the  fallowing  shall  be  the  Rules  and  RegulatioDS.'* 
{Set  RiiUm,  S€etimlll.^ 

No»  S.    Moved  by  (?.  H. ;  seconded  by  /.  JT. 
,    ',*  That  the  fpUowing  be  the  Officers  of  this  Association ;  vis. 

La^  Nugmt Patroness. 

Xa4  Ma€iMU$h President 
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Vioe-Pteahdcntos 
Jlff^^.         S         JUn.  C 

Mrs.  J?.*-Treafuier.. 

MinB.A. ^ 

MistD.C ^Secretaiiei. 

Jtf^#»  ^  ^.♦••^•^ 

*^  And  that  the  IbQowing  Ladies  be  memben  of  tite  Comxittvs,  with  power 
to  add  to  tlwir  number,  and  to  obtein  suck  fittnhtr  paUwage  as  iksf  Hba^ 
4Ml»m|itahlei"Tic. 

[Hent  fsUmo  the  namm  •/  the  LadU$.l 

N0.S.    Moved  bjZ..lC;  seconded  by  iK.  a 
.<«  That  the  foUoiring  be  the  Sj-LAWt  of  the  Camwittee  of  this  AaNcia- 
tim.**    (5m  Bp-Lawt^  Section  in.) 

Vo,  4.  Moved  by  P.  jQ. ;  seconded  by  R.  51 
^  lint  the  SecKtarles  be  authorised  to  get  ^tM^iMA^tfif  copies  of  the  ftiiil^ 
and  By-Laws,  and/lm  humdred  copieaof  the  Form  of  the  Monthly  Beporta, 
jpnatedt  and  ta pDoenre the  raifiiiaite aoeount-boobs,  papeas,  and coUectuig<« 
\»gh  fivtheuaeoftheAssoeiatien;  and  that  the(]P  send,  as  sapn  aa  pQaiU% 
4o  the  CoUectoxB  of  each  district. 

Six  copies  of  the  Bales  and  By-Laws. 

.      AGoUeat«gBi«^madcedwththennniMrQrtfar<BatKiat> 

A.Fona  of  the  Monthly  BeporU 

Twenty  Bible  Subscribers*  Cards. 

Twenty  Transfer  Tickets  ( 

And  a  supply  of  printed  Papers.  ' 
On  the  receipt  of  which,  the  aevend  DiaCriet  Catnniittaaa>agaiequaBtad  Va 
commence  their  inquiries." 
(At  S^eeimeiue/  the  Beokty  Petpere^  ^e.  eahuMtein  this  retehUkm,  tee  SectY.} 

No.  5.  Moved  by  T.  U, ;  seconded  by  ^  X 
^  That  the  Committee  meet  at  lAf  Natkmal Sektoi-Raem,  onne^Mmd^, 
the  99d  imttmU^  at  eUuen  o'clock  predsely,  in  order  to  divide  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  into  convenient  districts,  and  appoint  one  or  more  membera 
to  each  as  collectors.  And  that  such  meeting  be  open  to  any  other  Ladies 
Who  may  feel  disposed  to  Join  the  Committee.** 

No.  Q.    Moved  by  F.  Z, ;  seconded  by  J.  B. 
^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  J.Bn  for]  the 
ikvor  of  hit  company  and  assistance  on  this  oocasion.** 

No.  7'    Moved  by  CD.;  seconded  by  E*  F> 
^  That  the  thanks  of  tiiis  meeting  be  presented  to  the  Chairman,  for  his 
aUe  and  obliging  conduct  in  the  Chair." 
The  Ohrr^^"  having  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thaite^  adjourned  the 
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In  addition  tD  tile  remarks  on  tinsbrandi  of  themibjeet^  in 
tiie  corresponding  divisions  of  tiie  preceding  Chapters,  the 
foUowing  lonts  may  be  found  useful : — 
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A  clear  Exfrfuiatioo  <^Uie  System  «hould  be  gtven. 

.  I,  The  buBipes9  s)iould  be  opened  .by  a  Gentlttnan  who  is  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  tlie  $ubject»  and  competent  to  exjplain  the 
patare  and  design  of  the  propqsed  institution.  Many  benevoleat 
i|!fadies  are  deterred  from  offering  their  services  on  these  occasioni, 
under  an  apprehension  that  the  duties  are  arduous,  and  the  time 
required  to  fulfil  them  more  than  they  can  spare,-— who  would 
cheerfully  unite  if  thev  understood  the  simple  nature  of  thosb 
duties,  and  how  small  the  sacrifice'  of  time  really  is.  It  is  therefore 
of  in^portance  that  this,  and  every  other  difficulty,  should  be  ob- 
,Yiate4r  and  any  doubts  $atisfactonly  removed.  As  the  meeting 
may.  be  considere4  of  a  select  description,  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
ibr  friendjv  idiscussion;  and  the  Ladies  should  be  invited  to  make  an;^ 
inquiries  that  may  lead  to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  system^ 

II.  The  Gentleman  who  moves  die  Firsi  Resolution,  should  take 
fk  concise  but  clear  review  of  the  object  and  intention  of  each.par- 
idcular  regulation.  It  is  vain  to  hope,  that  rules  which  are  not  niUy 
^und^rstood.  will  be  strictly  obeyed ;  and  as  this  code  contains  wm 
prpvisipn  which  h^s  not  been  found  necessary,  every  requisitt 
f|xplan^tipn  of  their  p^rfustical  tendency  and  effects  should  be  given 
in  this  itage  of  the  proceedings.  ■  j 

III.  If  suitable  Ladies  have,  pot  preyjously  signified  their  consent 
to  accept  the  hpnorary, offices,  of  Patroness,  President,  &g*^  the 
TS^cond  Resolution  may  be  so  expressed  as  to  convey  an  invit&tiof 
to  those  who  are  selected ;  or  the  choice  may  be  left  to  the  future 
decision  of. the  Committee,  andil\e  word  <*  further^"  at  the  close  of 
the  minute,  be  omitted.    In  the  appointment  of  Treasurer  and 

Scretaries,  tjie  remarks  submitted  m  the  preceding  chapters  may 
brcl  some  useful  suggestions. 

It  should  be  observed,  that  in  Associations  connected  with  a 
Ladies*  Branch  Society,  no. honorary  officers, but  Presidents  are 
elected ;  the  List  of  Patronage  being  considered  applicable  to  all 
the  united  Associations.  '  :   i 

IV.  The  preceding  obse]*vation,  N,o.  ii.,  is  equally  applicable  to 
the  gentleman  who  moves  the  Third  Resolution.,.  As  it  is  the  pecu- 
liar property  of  the  By-Laws,  to  point  out  the  manner  in  whi<9i  |he 
Rules  of  the  Society  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  they  cannot  be  too 
clearly  illustrated.  For  this  purpose,  specimens  of  the  various 
books,  papers,  &c.,  should  be  exhibited,  and  their  several  uses 
explained;  and  every  apparent  difficulty  should  be  met  by  a  clear 
and  explicit  statement  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  in  other 
places.  If  there  be  not  sufficient  time  to  enter  into  those  important^ 
lihd  highly  necessary  details,  the  discussion  of  the  third  and  foiirtb' 
Resolutions  may  be  deferred  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee*^ 
It  will,  however,  be  most  eitpedient  to  adopt  them  at  this  primary 
meeting,  not  only  to  eniable  the  Secretaries  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  without  delay,  but  to  give  the  ladies  present  a  clear 
and  uninterrupted  view  of  the  whole  subject. .  .   '  ) 

V.  It  will  be  found  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Asso- 

EB 
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Proceedings  at  the  First  Meeting  of  the  Committer 

ctatioD,  if  the  gentlemen  who  take  the  lead  in  its  eatablishment  meet 
the  Treasurer  and  Sedretaries  inunediately.  after  the  meeting,  In 
order  to  give  them  such  hints  and  instructions,  relative  to  their 
respective  duties,  as  may  appear  necessary.  At  this  interview,  if 
not  previously  arranged,  the  Secretaries  may  select  thdr  several 
departments,  and  adopt  measures  for  compl3ring  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Fourth  Resolution,  which  should  be  carried  into  effect  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

VI.  The  time  appomted  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee/ 
according  to  the  Fifth  Resolution,  will  generally  depend  on  the 
convenience  of  the  gentlemen  who  attend  on  behalf  of  the  Parent  or 
Auxiliary  Society,  and  whose  presence  will  be  found  highly  bene- 
ficial, until  the  Association  is  completeljr  orsanised.  It  will  save 
considerable  time,  if  the  Secretaries,  assisted  by  gentlemen  who 
possess  local  information,  prepare  a  list  of  suitable  districts  before 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee,  when  any  requisite  alteratioa 
may  be  easily  made.  The  Minute  Secretary  should  send  an  official 
noUce  to  every  member ;  and  the  company  of  any  other  ladies  who 
may  feel  disposed  to  join  the  Committee  should  be  solicited.  The 
Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  should  see  that  a  suitable  place  i$ 
engaged  for  the  Conunittee  Meeting. 


5.  The  following  transcript  of  the  Proceedings  at  the  First 
Committee  Meeting  of  a  Bible  Association,  with  the  obser- 
Talions  subjoined,  will  convey  a  dear  idea  of  the  mode  of 
orgailization  :--^ 

^  At  the  First  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  at  the  National  School 
Room,  8Sd  September,  ISlTs*- 

PKESEXT, 

Mrs.  ZT.,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
Messrs.  J.  B.,  C  D^  and  JB.  F^  Yiaiton; 
and  the  following  Members  of  the  Committee. 

(Here  follow  the  Namet.) 
The  Resolutions  of  the  Genend  Meeting  having  been  read,— 
I.  Bksolted,  That  the  duties  of  the  Secretaries  be  thus  defined  :— 
Miss  B.ji.  to  he  Minute  Secreteay. 
Mi8sX>.C    .*.    Quk  D*. 

Mrs.^.  F.    ...    Bible        B*. 
and  that  the  Mmute  Secretary  fbrnish  her  Colleaguea  and  the  Treasurer  wiOk 
proper  Books  and  Papers. 

S.  That  the  following  Ladies  be  added  to  the  Committee ;  rix.-- 
{Here  the  Namee  and  Mdreu  of  theee  wke  have  comeiUed  U  act,  etre  imertti^ 
3.  That  the  following  Ladies  be  invited  to  join  this  Conmiittee  bj  the 
Iisdies  respectivelj  annexed  to  their  names;  viib— 

Miss^.A. bjMiss^. 

Miss  J5.    . by  Mrs.  F. 

Mrs.  M by  Miss  C7. 

{Here  foUaw  the  Names  of  other  Ladies  frepoted  and  afprwtd.) 
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Obaenrationa  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee. 

■- — -  ■  ^— -^ ■  ■-  ■ 

4.  That  the  toim  and  neighbourhood  he  di^ded  into   the  fUlowin^ 
tveofty-five  districts ;  tix.— 

District  No.  I.  Broad  Street  and  Crown  Coozt 43  houses^ 

8.  Eagle  Street  and  Fort  Lane %0    D*. 

«••      •**  S.  Schodl-hoase  Yard  and  CourU 38    B^ 

*.«      •••  4.  North  side  of  High  Street,  to  Mr. }  jq    tw 

Brown*s  inclusive 5 

{Smfrihmt  m  tptei/leaiion  of  the  retmammg  DuirieU,) 
8.  That  the  followiiig  be  the  appointment  of  the  memben  of  .the  Cenu 
jnittee  as  Collectors;  viz.-* 

lUstrict  NM.  Mrs.  ^.  and  Miss  A 
—  9.  Miss  C  and  Miss  Z>. 

3.  Mrs.  J?.,  Miss  K,  and  Miss  G.  H. 

4.  Mrs.  LK.  and  Miss  L.M. 

(Htrt  follow  the  remaining  ofpointmenis,) 
^  The  Secretaries  produced  the  various  Boolcs,  Papers,  ftc,  ordered  'hj 
the  Fourth  R^olution  of  the  General  Meeting:  and  a  specification  of  fl^ 
respective  districts,  with  the  names  of  the  Collectors,  having  been  rq^lai^j 
inserted  in  the  Yiriting  and  CoUecting  Books,  the/  were  deliveced  ae« 
•oerdi^lj. 

7.  BESOI.VXD,  That  the  Collectors  be  jnequested  to  commence  their  idsit% 
in  their  respective  districts,  on  next  Monday,  the  S5th  instant* 
Bead  over  the  Minutes,  and  acyounied.*' 

6. — OBSERYATIOK8. 

I.  It  has  been  already  remarked^  that  no  appointment  in  a  Bible 
Society  involves  more  important  x^onsiderations  than  that  of  the 
Secretaries;  and  althoa^h  this  t>fBce,  In  reference  to  a  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation, is  of  a  more  pnvate  nature,  much  of  the  welfare  and  success 
of  the  institution  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  are 
discharged.  This  subject  will  be  treated  of  more  at  large  in  Chap* 
YUL  l^t.  L;  where  such  suggestions  will  be  submitted  as  may 
render  the  mode  of  proceeding  perfectly  intelligible. 

II.  In  the  selection  of  suitable  Ladies  to  be  admitted  members  of 
the  Committee,  it  is  evident  that  caution  and  delicacy  are  required. 
No  lady  should  be  invited  who  has  not  been  proposed  and  seconded 
by  two  members  to  whom  she  is  personally  known.  The  character 
ot  Ladies'  Societies,  hitherto,  iias  stood  deservedly  high ;  and  it  it 
confidently  hoped,  that  the  same  prudence  and  discretion  which 
have  secured  to  them  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the  public,  will 
continue  to  mark  their  proceedings,  and  extend  their  influence. 

III.  The  inexpediency  of  large  districts  has  been  strongly  ad« 
verted  to  in  Chap.  III.  (SecL  If.,  TMrd  Division) ^  and  the  remarks' 
there  offered  apply  with  increased  force  to  Ladies*  Associations. 
A  district  o^jijly  houses  will  be  found  sufficiently  large;  and  there 
are  few  places  wherein  a  sufficient  number  of  benevolent  Ladies  caa- 
not  be  found,  to  justify  an  anangement  on  this  basis. 

XV.  The  Fifth  Minute  of  the  Committee  is  in  accordance  with 
the  Fourth  By-Law.  If  thrte  collectors  can  be  appointed  to  each 
district,  it  is  the  more  desirable ;  as  illness,  or  otber  unavoidable 

EX  S 
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Forms  of  the  ^ooks  and  Papers,  &c.  and  ]Viode  of  keeping  the  Accounts.' 

impedimeats,  may  occaaionally  prevent  tl^  attendance  cf  oneof.the 
ladies;  and  in  all  practicable  cases,  the  weekly  visits  should  be  piH4 
by  two  coUea^ues.  The  ^tidy  whose  name  stands  firs^  on  the 
minute  of  appointment,'  takes  charge  of  the  J^ooks,  Scjc, 

V.  It  will  bje  perceived  by  the  Sixth  Minute,  that  the  duties  pre- 
scribe!} in  the  Fourth  Resolution  of  tlie  General  Meeting  were  ful- 
filled at  the  First  Committee  Meeting.  This  is  extremely  desirable 
on  every  account,  but  particularly  as  it  affords  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentlemen  who  attend,  to  give  any  requisite  explanation  to  tlie  Col- 
lectors, at  the  precise  time  when  it  is  most  like)y  tp  be  understooH 
and  remembered.  The  Books^  &c.  should  be  delivered  in  regular 
order  by  the  Secretaries,  beginning  with  the  collectors  of  District 
No.  1 ;  and  those  printed  papers  should  be  selected  'which  appear 
best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  district.  Thas 
the  Papers  No.  I.  IIL  V.  VI.  and  VII.  of  the  Appendix  are  designed 
for  the  higher  and  middle  ranks  of  society,  and  No.  VIU.  1%,  S^ 
Xi.  and  XII.  for  the  labouring  classes.  To  the  latter,  the  f  <  Monthly 
Extracts,"  <<  Southwar|c  Sheet  of  Facts,"  or  ^ny  similar  publication, 
may  be  beneficially  added ;  as  no  papers  are  so  acceptable  to  the 
poor  as  those  which '  detail  the  moral  effects  of  the  institutibo* 
Many  advantages  have  resulted  from  specifying  a  fixed  day  for 
commencing,  in  all  the  districts,  those  interesting  weekly  visits ; 
which  have  been  attended  with  incalculable  benefit  wherever  they 
have  been  steadily  and  systematically  continued. 

•••  The  Specimen  of  the  *'  Fair  Minute  Pook."  §e.ot.  V.,  wJH 
exhibit  the  I^inutes  of  the  Second  Comn^i^tee  Meeting,  an4  #upei> 
fede  the  necessity  of  any  further  observation  oi»  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

SECTION  V. 

>    f  OBMS  01^  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPl^RIi  &c.  ANJ>  THE  MODE  OI| 
KEEPING  THE  ACOOUl^TS. 

♦•«  /;•  aU  tke  ^pecimem  eomtamed  in  thit  Section,  the  entriei  in  ItaHcf  arje.t^ 
he  considered  at  MamucrifU 

1.  Every  book,  paper,  &c,  of  which  a  specin\en  is  here; 
giv4n,  IS  recommended  as  having  borne  the  test  of  experience  \^ 
and  Uie  author  has  strenuously  endeavoured  to  render  the 
system,  in  all  its  parts,  as  simple  as  possible ;  lyhile  a  checl^ 
has  been  provided,  by  which  every  inaccuracy  is  promptly 
detected  and  corrected.  In  the  preparation  of  these  books^ 
econifymy  has  been  diligently  studied :  this  is  a  subject;  whicit 
shoidd  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  concerns  of  benevolent  • 
institutions,  but  especially  in  those  of  the  Bible  Society.  The 
account-books  are  calculated  to  last  for  six  or  seven  years ; 
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^.  Importance  of  Economy  in  the  Books,  &c. 

and  as  all  those  required  by  an  Association  may  be  procured 
for  two  or  three  pounds/  the  annual  expense  is  only  a  few 
shillings.  , 

.  The  booksi  from  which  the  following  specimens  are  taken/ 
ai!e  those'  of  an  Association  connected  with  a  Ladies'  Branch 
Society.  But  the  observations  prefixed  to  each  book  and 
paper,  and'  the  notei^  at'  the  foot  of  every  specimen,  where 
necessary;  will  render  them  equally  applicable  to  alt  Bible  ^ 
Associations,  whether  conducted  by  Ladies  or  Gentlemen. 
The  Association  in  qtiesfion' having  adopted  the  plan  of  the 
Loan-Fund,  aifid  al^o  that  of  Public  Distributions,  the  spe- 
dtne'ns  will  be  fotmd  t6  allude  to  both.  While  considerable 
repetition  is  thus  avoided,  the  Comihittees  which  do  not 
adopt 'those  parts  of  the  system  will  find  that  the  passages' 
relating  to  them  may  be  omitted,  without  any  interruption  of 
the  general  detail:  where  it  was  thought  likely  th^.t  any  dif*. 
ficulty  would  arise,  a  note  has  b^en  subjoined.  The  various 
specimens  are  inserted  as'nieai^ly  a^ 'possible  in  the  order  in 
which  they  will  be  required  by  the  Collectors,  Secretaries, 
and  Treasurer ;  and  the  explanatory  observations  are  prefixed 
to  eaph. 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  system,  many  of 
the  following  remarks  and  suggestions  may  appear  super- 
fluous or  unnecessarily  minute :  but  those  wno  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  Bible  Associations,  especially 
at  their  commencement,  will  acknowledge  that  they  are  re- 
quisite;  andthat  by  attending  to  them,  much  valuable  time 
will  be  saved,  and  increased  facility  given  to  the  operations 
of  the  Society.  It  will  be  observed;  that  all  the  books  and ' 
papers  are  so  constructed  as  to  ans#et  for  any  Bible  Asso* 
ciation,  the  name  of  which  should  be  inserted  by  the  person 
who  fills  up  the  other  blariks.  A  very  cbnsiderable  annual 
expense  is  thus  saved;  as  the  printer's  charge,  for  atiy  spe- 
cified number  of  copies,  is  proportionally  less  according  to 
the  number  originally  struck  off. 

»*«  The  Facti  and  Observations  eeniained  in  the  follawinar  Spetimens  art 
tramscribed/rom  the  Ruperts  of  t/te  Ixuiieii^  Associatums  of  Ply  mouthy 
lAverfooLt  emd  Md$kchestiT^  except  where  it  is  otherwise  expressed* 


2.  The  Books,  Papers,  &c.  used  by^the  Collectors  are, 

e.  The  Subflcriben'Tran&rTicketa. 

7.  -  -  Loan  Tickets. 

8.  -  -  DeUveij  Tickets. 

9.  -  •  Public  Distribution  Tickets, 
la    -  -  FormoftheMonthlyBeport. 


1.  The  Visitinff  Book. 
S.   .  -  Collecting  Book. 

3.  •  -   Collector's  Bag. 

4.  -  -  Committee  Card. 

5.  -  -  Bible  Subscribers*  Cards. 


Thede  will  now  be  sepantelj  considered,  in  the  order  here  specified* 
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ObaerratioBS  on  the  Yisitixo  Book. 


VO.  L — THE  TISITING  BOOK. 

•  L  This  book  is  of  the  size  called  ^'Unrge  post  oetovOi**  of  stout 
quality,  and  covered  with  strong  blue  paper  :  it  consists  of  eight 
leaves,  or  double  folios,  and  is  ruled,  Uiroughout,  with  transveite 
lines  in  red  ink.  As  it  contains  the  original  entries  of  those  par- 
ticulars which  are  subsequently  transcribed  into  the  Collecting' 
Book,  and  constitutes  the  oasis  of  all  the  accounts  and  records  of 
the  society,  care  should  be  taken  that  tbe  different  heads  are  cor« 
riectly  noted  and  legibly  written. 

II.  The  manuscript  part  of  the  virst  specimen  is  filled  in  by 
the  Secretaries,  before  die  book  is  delivered  to  the  collectors  of  the 
dQstrict ;  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  which  comes  under  the 
head,  ^*  When  visited,  and  what  part."  The  name  of  the  book,  - 
and  the  worda  **  District,'*  and  '<  No.'*  are  printed  on  the  cover, 
and  the  Secretary  fills  in  the  figures  which  denote  the  latter.  The 
annexed  Specimen  belongs  to  District  Mo.  2,  and  is  therefore 
indorsed  thus  :— 

'*    VISITING  BOOK. 

MSTEICTN«.«.    »» 

III.  If  the  collectors  find  that  the  description  .of  their  district 
is  not  sufficiently  accurate,  or  that  any  street,  lane,  court,  Ac  haa 
been  overlooked,  they  should  report  the  inaccuracy  to  the  Minute 
Secretary,  and  make,  the  requisite  correction  in  their  Visiting  and 
Collecting  Books*  When  a  collector  resigns  her  office,  a  line 
'should  be  drawn  through  her  name,  and  that  of  her  successor  be 
inserted  after  the  names  of  her  colleagues. 

•  IV.  In  reference  to  the  second  specimen,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
observe,  that  the  Visiting  Book  is  used  at  the  commencement  of  a 
Kble  Association,  and  at  eveiy  re-canvas  of  the  district:  it  has 
frequently  been  found  a  very  useful  register  of  valuable  information 
relative  to  tbe  state  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  many  benevolena 
institutions  have  derived  their  origin  from  these  little  records. 

.  V.  The  mode  of  proceeding  when  a  new  Visiting  er  Collecting 
Book  is  required,  will  be  explained  in  the  <<  Hints  to  Collectors, 
(Chap.  VIII.  Sect.  I.)     The  old  book  should  be  carefully  preserved^ 
eitlier  by  the  Secretaries  of  tlie  Association,  or  by  the  Depositary 
of  the  Ladies'  Branch  Society. 

*  If  the  collectors  paste  a  copy  of  the  **  Specimen  of  the  Types^ 
(See  AppendiXi  No.  IV.)  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  at  the  end  of 
tlie  '<  Visiting  Book,"  it  will  be  found  useful  in  directing  the  choice 
of  many  of  the  Subscribers^ 
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Ffr^t  Specimen  of  the  Visitiko  Book. 
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SECT,  v.]  FORMS  OF  THE  BOOKS  A^D.  PA)P|SRS.  4^ 

Observations  on  the  Collecting  Booiu 
NO.  II.— COLLECTING  BOOK. 

I.  This  book  differs  from  No.  i.  only  in  the  mode  of  ruh'ng.  It 
is' a' register  of  all  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  district,  and 
supplies  the  information  which  is  subsequently  condensed  in  the 
Collector's  Monthly  Report.  The  manuscript  part  of  the  first 
SPECIMEN  is  whotli/ ^Wed  in  by  the  Secretaries  before  the  book  is , 
delivered  to  the  collectors,  and  the  coyer  is  inscrijbcd  with  tlie  No^ 
of  the  district^ 

'By  having  the  spaces  for  the,  Committee-^days  left  sufficiently 
w^e,  and  inserting  'the  figures  close  to  the  line,  the  table  may, 
answer  for  two  or  three  years ;  but  the  Secretaries  should  fill  in 
the  proper  dates  immediately  af\er  every  Annual  Meeting.— 5e« 
Observations  on  Committee  Car ds^  No.  iv.  of  this  Division. 

^The  Observations,  i  ii.  and  v.  on  No.  i.  are  equally  applicable  here.  ] 

II.  The  SECOND  SPECIMEN  requires  more  particular  consideration. 
The  Collecting  Book  is  used  every  weel^ ;  and  Monday  has  been 

invariably  founa  the  best  collecting  day,  as  being  that  which  is,  the 
most  agreeajble  to  the  subs^ibers.  As  it.  wpuld  be  impossible, 
wfthout^  the  knowledge  of  tHe  precise  time  wheQ  an  Association  was. 
established,   to  hfive.lhe  **  Days  for  collecting  the  Subscription^*' 

Cnnted  in  the  book,  those  dates  are  inserted  by  the  Secretaries, 
eginning  with  the  first  Monday  afler  the  collectors  have  received 
their  books  aqd  papers.  This  can  be  done  with  great,  ease  from 
the  '«  Bible  Subscriber's  Card." — (See  No,  v.  of  this  i)ivision,) 

ill.  The  Nos.  in  the  first  column  should  be  continued  regularly : 
thifs,  the  first  No.  in  folio  2  will  be  20.  When  a  new  Collecting 
B6ok  is  required,  the  collectors  should  first  copy  into  it  the  No. . 
and  name,  &c.  of  every  subscriber  who  has  not  discontinued ;  in- 
seHing  against  the  names  of  the  Bible  Subscribers,  and  in  the 
column  headed  <<  Amount  brought  forward/'  the  precise  sums  they 
have  respectively  paid :  this  being  done,  the  next  new  subscriber  will 
be  entered  as  the  No.  following  the  highest  in  the  old  Collecting  Book. 

IV.  As  every  Ticket  for  the  delivery  of  a  Bible  or  Testament 
passes  through  the  hands  of  the  collectors  who  received  the>  sub- 
scriptions (by  which  means  the  individual  interest  is  preserved,  and 
any  error  immediately  corrected),  the  last  column  is  easily  filled* 
Collectors  will  find  it  the  better  mode  to  make  this  entry  before  they 
deliver  the  Ticket  to  the  subscriber.  It  willbe  observed  that  the 
Subscriber,  No.  3,  being  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  and.  . . 
extremely  anxious  to  procure  a  Bible,  paid  up  the  cost  price.  As 
ill  health  {see  Flsiting  Book)  precluded  her  attending  a  public  dis- 
tribution, she  was  immediately  supplied.  (See  Specimen  of  Delivery  . 
Ticket,  No.  vnuofthis  Division). 

V.  INq.  6  a  free  contributor,  and  No.  11a  subscriber  for  a  Testa- 
ment, having  removed  from  the  district,  their  cases  will  illustrate 
the  advantages  of  Transfer  Tickets.  (See  Specimens^  Kon  vi» ) 

VI.  No.  9  and  No.  14<  were  supplied  at  the  second  public  dis-  • 
tribu/i'on  (see  Chap.  VUL  Section  III.)  before  either  had  paid  the  ,; 
cosj,  price,  but  were  regularly  called  on  by  the  collectors  subse^'. 
quehtly,  until  it  was  completed^,.  In  afl  Association  .which  bad  not  ^ . 
a^ppt^d  thiei  .plan>  ^^ey,  wquld  h^ve^bcjep^  ^UQp)i^  in  ^e  isf^ 
m|nhej- as  the  subscriber  No.  ^$. 

vii.  It wlllbetottpi^.tosaYe  Qowderftb^time^  as^eUaatoles^ii.^ 
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the  risk  of  inaccuracy,  if  all  subscribers  who  continue  such  after 
having  been  supplied,  be  immediately  entered  as  free  contributors,  - 
and  reported  as  such^  thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  No.  S,  Aer 
obtaining  her  Bible,  became  a  free  contributor,  and  is  accordingly 
entered  agun  as  isuch,  No.  16.  Without  this  second  entry,  and 
the  insertion  of  her  name  as  a  new  subscriber  in  the  Collector's 
Monthly  Report,  the  Secretary's  Books  would  be  incorrect.  It  is 
also  to  be  observed,  that  the  name  of  every  individual  subscribing 
for  a  second  Bible  or  Testament,  after  having  received  one  copy» 
should  be  ^pun  entered  as  that  of  a  new  subscriber,  and  reported 
as  such,  'uie  same  care  is  necessary  with  respect  to  every  addi- 
tional  copy  subscribed  for. 

*  viii.  From  the  preceding  remarks  it  will  be  evident,  that  to<r 
much. care  cannot  be  taken  by  the  collectors  to  have  dieir  entries 
fegiilarly  and  correctly  made.  On  a  strict  attention  to  this,  depends 
the  accuracy  of  their  Monthly  Reports  ;  and  on  the  regularity  of 
these  documents  the  correctness  of  the  Secretary's  Books  and  all 
the  subordinate  details  is  dependent.  To  insure  this  order,  as  well 
as  to  correct  any  inadvertence,  it  is  strongly  recommended  to  the 
Collectors  and  Secretaries  of  Associations,  to  meet  on  a  fixed  day 
Quarterly  (suppose  one  hour  previous  to  the  regular  Committee 
meeting  m  January,  April,  July,  and  October),  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  over  their  Collecting  Books  with  the  lists  of  **  Free  Con-  . 
tributors"  and  **  Bible  Subscribers,"  while  the  Minute  Secretary 
attends  with  the  file  of  Collector's  Reporu.  Any  error  will  thus 
be  detected,  and  one  uniform  plan  ot  proceeding  be  preserved. 
When  the  books  have  been  called  over  and  checked,  the  following 
entry  should  be  made  after  the  last  No.  in  each  Collecting  Book^ 
and  in  the  Cash  and  Bible  Books ;  viz. 

Called  over -—  of 1 82 

J.B,     .     .     .     Minute  Secretary* 

CD...*    Cash  Secretary. 

E,F.    .     .    .    Bible  Secretary, 
ix.  It  will  be  observed  Uiat  a  space  is  left  at  the  bottom  of  every 
folio,'  for  the  purpose  of  adding  up  and  inserting  the  weekly  receipts. 
This  is  found  useful  as  a  check. 

X.  Some  collectors  enter  the  names  of  their  free  contributors  \n 
one  folio,  and  those  of  their  Bible  subscribers  in  another ;  but  thi» 
plan  is  attended  with  inconvenience,  as  occasioning  trouble  and  loss 
of  dme  in  the  weekly  visits.  Most  of  these  collectors,  finding  they 
frequently  passed  by  a  subscriber,  have  reverted  to  the  Former 
mode,  as  here  detailed. 

zi.  The  list  which .  constitutes  the  third  specimkm  will  save 
considerable  trouble  to  the  collectors,  and  be  very  useful  for  re- 
ference. In  order  to  report  the  total  number  of  subscribers  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Association,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state 
the  No.  of  the  last  entry  in  the  general  list ;  and  by  subtracting  ^om 
it  the  No.  of  those  who  have  discontinued,  the  present  number  of 
subscribers  is  instantly  ascertained.  The  time  of  discontinuance 
should  always  be  stated  in  the  Collector's  Monthly  Report. 

XII.  The  TouRTH  Bt»tciMRK  iUustrates  the  method  of  keepinff 
the  account  of  all  Testaments  lent  in  the  district.  This  subject  will 
bd  distinctly  considered  in  Chap.VIII.  Section  II,, 
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..     COLLECTORS*  BA08. — COMMITTEE  CARDS. — ^BIBLS  SUBflCRIBBmi'  GASB0.  - 

I  j_ 

NO,  III. — collectors'  bags. 
These  Bags  are  made  of  strong  Brown  Holland,  and  are  about  six 
inches  long,   and  five  inches  wide.     Two  Bags  are  appropriatecT  lb 
each  district ;  both  of  which  are  stamped^  or  printed,  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  district ;  thus : — 

^'DISTRICT 

No.  2." 

One  of  the  two  bags  is  delivered  with  the  books,  ^c.  to  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  district,  and  the  duplicate  bag  is  retained  by  the  Cas^ 
'Secretary.  The  use  of  these  bags,  and  the  mode  of  exchanging 
them  at  every  Committee  meeting,  will  be  fully  described  in  refe* 
r^Aoe  to  the  "  Fair  Minute  Book,"  No.  xl.  of  this  division. 

KG,  IV. — COMMITTEE  CARDS. 

I.  Many  Associations  adopt  the  plan  of  giving,  annually,  to  everr 
^collector  and  officer,  a  card,  containing  on  one  side  a  list  of  the 
bommittee-days  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months ;  and  on  the  other,  ai 
few  **  Suggestions/'  similar  to  those  inserted  in  the  first  page  of 
the  Collecting- book.  The  author  would,  however,  respectfully  sub* 
knit,  whether  these  cards  may  not  be  altogether  dispensed  with,  and 
Ihe  expense,  as  well  as  that  of  Committee  notices,  be  saved  to  the 
Association,  by  adopting  the  plan  Uready  recommended.  fSee 
No.  II.  First  Specimen  J  The  importance  of  economy,  as  far  \&  is 
tonsistent  with  a  due  attenftion  to  order  and  regularity,  has  been 
rtready  adverted  to ;  and  tho^  who  are  really  interested  m  the  cause 
will  find  the  information  contained  in  therr  Collecting-books  a  suffi*- 
cient  monition,  to  remind  them  of  a  duty  and  a  privilege.  If,  how- 
ever, a  card  be  deemed  requisite  or  desirable,  it  is  only  necessanr  to 
add,  that  the  customary  size  is  that  denominated  <<  half-large  iff 
the  stationers. 

II.  Whether  the  plan  here  recommended,  6r  that  of  catdft  He 
adopted,  it  will  be  evident  no  official  notice,  of  the  regular  committee- 
ineetings  will  be  necessary.  Such  notice  should  be  confined  to 
special  committee-meetings ;  and  the  less  frequently  such  meetings 
Itfe  oaUed,  the  better.  As,  however,  they  may  occasionally  be  neces- 
larjy  the  form  of  the  summons  is  given,     (See  No.  xivj 

'     n6.  v. — BIBLE-SUBSCRIBERS*  CARDS. 

I.  ihese  cards  are  of  the  size  called  <<  half-large,**  and  of  a  strong 
Aiough  cheap  quality*  As  many  at  appear  likely  to  be  req>iired  aVe 
given  to  the  collectors  of  each  district,  with  their  books,  &c. ;  and 
Siould  more  be  required,  the  collectors  are  supplied  on  application 
to  the  Bible  Secretary. 

II.  The  autlior  acknowledges,  with  pleasure,  his  obligation  to  the 
afealous  and  indeftiiigable  Ladies  of  the  Liverpool  Branch  Committee, 
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for  this  recent  improvement,  which  obviates  many  difficulties^ 
and  furnishes  a  constant  check  to  the  Collecting-books.  When  coU 
lectors  exchanged  districts  (an  evil  that  should  be  guarded  against 
as  much  as  possible,  for  the  poor  love  old  faces  better  than  new- 
ones),  or  a  new  collector  was  appomted,  the  respectful  bat  sfarewd 
remark,  **  You  are  not  the  good  lady  that  calls  on  us,"  frequently 
anluted  her  cars,  and  the  production  of  the  Collecting-book  did  not 
always  satisfy  incredulity.  But  this  little  card  removes  every 
doubtj  by  confirming  the  answer  which  the  Collecting-book  enables 
die  new  collector  to  give  to  the  second  question, — ^^  Pray,  Ma'am^ 
How  muc&  have  1  got  to  pay  up  ?"  The  feeling  of  confidence  is 
thus  transfeired'to  the  new  visitor,  who  gradually  succeeds  to  that 
respectful  attachment  which  her  predecessor  enjoyed.  Nor  are 
lliese  the  only  advantages  which  are  derived  from  this  simple  inven* 
tion.  The  subscriber  shews  the  card  to  his  or  her  nei^boiua^ 
and  confidence  extends  with  a  knowledge  of  the  object,  if  a  col* 
lector  omit  calling  r^ularly,  the  inattention  is  immediately  detected, 
as  the  card  is  shewn  to  the  collectors  of  a  neighbouring  district. 
And  finally,' it  gratifies  the  poor — a  consequence  which,  alone,  is  an 
ample  repayment  for  the  trifling  expense  incurred. 

III.  The  sum  paid  by  the  subscriber,  at  every  visit,  should  be 
immediately  filled  in ;  and  no  money  should  be  received  without  ask- 
mg  the  subscriber  for  the  card,  that  it  may  be  regularly  entered. 
When  the  Bible  or  Testaiqent  is  delivered,  a  memorandum  similar 
to  that  in  the  specimen  is  made,  and  the  card  remains  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  subscriber. 

'  TV.  On  die  baek  of  the  card,  the  name  and  adjbfoss  of  ese  er 
more  of  the  collectors  of  the  district  should  be  legibly  written,  before 
it  is  delivered  to  the  subscriber* 

'  V.  It  will  easily  be  perceived,  du^  this  card  answers  for  twdve 
months,  wliatever  be  the  time  of  commencing  the  subscription.  It 
IS  enlv  necessary  to  enter  the  weekly  payments  opposite  to  the  month 
and  day  on  which  they  were  received,  and  to  add  up  the  total  of 
eacah  ooluiiin.  Should  a. second  card  be  required,  the  total  amount 
akaold  be  carried  forward  fipom  the  first.  But  this  is  rardy  the 
ease :  the  habit  of  saving  a  penny  weekly,  is  one  that  grackudly 
•tvengthcBS  and  extends ;  and  the  siitncription  is  generally  doubled, 
or  even  quadrupled,  before  many  weeks  have  elapsed.  Many  a 
Bible  in  Great  Britain  is  increasingly  endeared  to  its  possessor,,  by 
the  recollection,  that  thejirst  penny  subscribed,  in  order  to  obtain  it, 
laid  the  feoadation  of  comparative  independence  and  temporal  com;* 
fort. 
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SPECIMEN 

OF  THE 

BIBLE  SUBSCRIBERS'  CARD. 


DISTRICT 

NO.S.                                                 1 

Mary  Cox,  No.S,  William  Street, 

BIBLS  SUBSCRIBER.      | 

rdy....  6 

H 

Oct 4 

1.0 

/an... 

..  8 

s.d. 

Apr.....  4 

«.<£ 

12 

6 

It 

1.0 

10 

11 

» 

19 

6 

18 

3.0 

17 

18 

i. 

96 

• 

95 

94 

96 

t 

iiW.  ,..8 

1.0 

Not....  1 

81 

May....  9 

1^ 

9 

1.0 

8 

Feb... 

,  7 

9 

16 

6 

Ifi 

U 

16 

1 

93 

6 

93 

91 

93 

80 

1.0 

99 

98 

80 

I 

Sept  ...6 

1.0 

Dee.....  6 

Mar... 

..  7 

rne....  0 

U 

6 

13 

14 

.    1 

13 

5 

90 

« 

90 

91 

• 

90 

» 

27 

• 

97 

98 

..;. 

97 

f 

7.6 

4.0 

1 

Totel... 

11.6 

KO.  VI.-*TRANSFBB  TlCKBTSw 

I.  The  importance  of  this  part  of  tbesystem  will  be  erideaf  te 
those  who  have  considered  the  habits  of  the  labourinp  claascs  of 
sodety,  especially  in  huroe  towns.  Either  from  choice,  or  from 
necessitTy  their  change  of  residence  is  frequent ;  and  mat  inconve- 
nience has  consequently  arisen  in  carrying  the  regiuations  of  the 
Society  into  effect.  After  several  years  expedience  of  the  advan* 
tages  of  this  plan,  it  is  recommended,  as  the  most  simple  and  efte- 
tuAl  mode  or  preventiBgloss  to  the  subscribery  and  trouble  to  the 
collector. 

II.  The  tickets  are  printed  on  stout  paper ;  their  size  is  Aac  of 
the  annexed  specimens ;  and  a  few  of  both  kinds  are  ffiven  to  the  re* 
spective  collectors,  widi  their  books  and  papers.  Siould  more  be 
required,  they  are  supplied  on  application  to  the  Mmuie  Secretary. 

III.  In  both  the  cases  to  which  the  following  Specimens  refer,  the 
subscribers  removed  into  other  districts  of  the  sawu  Association  ^ 
consequently  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  reference  to  such  instancee 
will  he  first  considered. 

When  a  Free  Contributor  or  Bible  Subscriber  removes  into  ano- 
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ther  district  of  the  same  Aflsoclation,  it  is  unneoessary  for  the  Secre- 
taries to  take  an^  notice  of  such  removal  iathe  <<List  dT  Free  Contri- 
butors,*' or  **  Bible  Book."  But  when  the  partjr  removes  to  aii^aoe 
within  the  compass  o£ another  Association,  an  entry  of  the  fact  should 
be  made,  oji^posite  to  the  name,  in  the  proper  book* 

IV.  In  reference  to  the  First  SPBcmN**The  coUectors  of  dis- 
trict No.  2,  having  ascei'tained  that  William  Hatton  had  removed  to 
Broad  Street,  which  is  not  in  their  district,  made  the  requisite  en- 
tries in  their  Collecting-book,  and  filled  up  thisTransfSsr-ticket ;  which 
was  put  into  their  bag,  and  ^presented,  with  their  report  and  mooey, 
at  the  next  Committee-meetmg.  On' calling  it  over,  in  its  turn,  it 
appealed  that  No.  7,' Broad  Street,  is  in  district  No.  12 ;  and  the 
tidcet  was  accordindy  hand^  to  the  odlectors  of  that  district,  who 
were  thus  prevented  from  calling  on  him  before  the  termination  of 
the  quarter,  and  reminded  of  doing  so  at  the  proper  time. 

▼.  Tl^  mode  of  proceeding  with  regard  to  Bible  Suiscribers* 
Transfer-tickets  is  somewhat  difierent,  and  is  illustrated  by  the 
Second  Specimbn.  The  collectors  having  been  informed  by 
Elizabeth  Day,  that  she  was  about  to  remove  to  LongLane,  made  the 
tequisite^  entry  in  their  book,  and  gave  her  this  ticket,  properly  filled 
!up  and  signea ;  informing  her,  that  she  would  be  regularly  called  on 
hy  otlier  Ladies  of  the  Committee,  to  whom  she  should  give  this 
ticket.  A  duplicate  ticket  having  been  put  into  the  bag,  and  pre- 
sented at  the  Committee,  was  handed  to  the  collectors  of  District 
No«  6,  which  comprises  Long  Lane  ;  and  being  entered  in  their 
'Collecting  Book  as  a  new  subscriber,  who  had  paid  U.  Sd.,  Ae  was 
called  on,  in  course,  on  the  following  Monday. 

From  the  preceding  observations,  it  will  be  evident^  that  an  Asso- 
ciation will  require  double  the  number  of  BiBLE-Subscribers'  Trans- 
fer-tickets. 

FIRST  8F£CIM£N, 

FREE  CONTRIBUTORS*  TRANSFER  TICKET. 


Charles,'  Plymouth, 

LADIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 


DI8TRICTNO.  2. 

tFiUiam  Haiton,  a  preb  Contributor  of  ls.6(L  a  Quarter ^ 
has  removed  from  this  District,  and  now  resides  at  Hah  7, 
Broad  Street.                               Caroline  Thompson,  Collector. 
l^tkof  0et.isi9.  

N«  B.  •  The  last  payment  was  made  on  the  4/A  ofOttoher.  ^  * 

FF   « 
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SECOND  SPECIMEN, 

BIBLB  SUBSCRIBERS'  TRANSFER  TICKET. 

CharUs\  Plymouth, 

UkBIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 
]>X0TBJCT  NOb  a. 


Elixabetk  X>ay  has  removed  ifrom  this  Districty  and  now 

letkks  at  No.  21,  Imng  Ltme.     Haa  paid  Is.  Sd*  lonwda 

a  Testament. 

Jane  Braum^  Collector* 
86<AofOM.  1«19. 

>oo<>ooooooooooooo< 

VI.  Hie  mode  of  proceediii^,  in  all  cases  where  the  subecriber 
remoTes  from  one  to  another  district  of  the  sdm^  Association^  is  thuft 
clear  and  simple.  But  as  the  place  to  which  the  indiWdual  hos^ 
removed  may  belong  to  another  Association^  in  connexion  with  the 
same  Ladies  Branch  Society,  the  mode  pmrsued  in  such  case  should 
next  be  considered. 

1.  The  Frbb-Contbibutoeb'  Transfer-ticket  is  presented  fay 
the  collectors,  as  in  the  former  case,  to  the  Committee,  and  is  given 
in  charge  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  who  hands  it  over,  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Branch  Committee,  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  that 
Association  into  which  the  contributor  has  removed;  and  she 
delivers  it,  as  mentioned  in  the  Fourth  Observation,  to  the  proper 
collector. 

2.  The  Bible-Subscribers'  Transfer-ticket  is,  as  in  the  former 
case,  delivered  to  the  subscriber,  and  the  duplicate  presented  to  the 
Committee;  but  the  latter  is  retained  and  filed  by  the  Biblb  Secre- 
tary.^ The  counterpart  being  received  by  the  collectors  of  the 
district  into  whidi  the  subscriber  has  removed,  is  presented  at  their 
Committee,  and  retained  and  filled  by  the  Bible  Secretary  of  their 
Association.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  little  bill  is  furnished  by  the 
latter  Association  to  the  former ;  which,  After  having  been  checked 
bv  means  of  the  duplicate  tickets,  is  discharged  by  a  resolution 
or  that  Committee  which  had  receiiTed  the  first  part  of  the  pay- 
ment* All  money  thus  received,  is  re|»orted-  by  the  Bible  Secre- 
taiy,  and  entered,  at  the  end  of  the  Distnct  Collections,  in  th«  Cadi 

->■  -^"  ■ 

*  Or<lMd4lDM<m  dl  wl«iw«y  b#e«Mfcllsiii  bya  rasDlutioa  of  cmIi  Com. 
mitlee  to  that  effect,  if  the  amoaoti  be  inconsiderable.  In  AssecUtions  oon- 
aeeted  with  the  seine  Lifliss*  Brmndi,  thb  H  sfrtlagly  rseonimeBdedi. 
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ObaervatioBf  on  Um  Loajt  Ticxbti. 


Bp9k,  und^  the  bead  '*  Bible  Secretary."— See  No.  zv.  Fi^jit 

&PKC1IIBN. 

VII.  Where  no  Ladies*  Brench  Society  is  formed*  but  tv^  or 
more  Anociations  are  in  connexion  with  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch 
Society*  a  similar  mode  of  proceeding  may  be  adopted :  and  in  the 
Metropolis,  the  plan  of  a  periodical  *<  Confisrence'  affords  peculiar 
facilities  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

VIII.  This  subject  may  appear  of  comparatively  trifling  im- 
portance: but  those  who  have  had  expenence  in  the  practical 
duties  of  Bible  Associations,  will  not  speedily  forget  the  difficulties 
and  misrepresentations  to  which  they  were  subjected  before  the 
introduction  of  this  plan,  by  the  adoption  of  which  they  have  been 
entirely  obviated. 

IX.  It  must  be  evident  that  this  mode  cannot  be  pursued  when 
the  Bible  Subscribe  removes  to  a  considerable  distance^  as  the  ex- 
pense of  postage  precludes  the  necessary  intercourse.  The  usud^ 
proceeding  in  such  a  case,  is,  either  to  refund  the  poney  received^ 
or  to  ^et  the  subscriber  to  authorise  some  person  to  continue  the 
subscnptiout  and  receive  die  Bible  or  Testament.  Occurrences  of 
this  kmd  are  not  very  uncommon;  and  the  character  and  reputatioa 
of  the  society  will  be  best  maintained,  by  immediately  refunfing 
the  money  paid  by  any  subscriber  thus  circiunstanced,  wlio  may 
wish  to  liave  it  returned. 

NO.  VIL— -LOAN  TICKETS. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  diat  the  Association  in  quefr- 
tion  has  adopted  the  Loan-Fund  plan.  For  the' Rules  an4 
Regulations  by  which  it  is  governed,  and  a  short  statement  of 
its  more  prominent  advantages,  the  ^reader  is  refenred  fp 
Chap.  VIIL  Sect.  II.  It  is  now  necessary  to  describe  the 
practical  appUcation  of  these  Rules. 

I.  The  Tidcets  are  of  the  same  mze  as  the  Spedmeo,  and  are 
printed  on  stout  paper.  They  are  stitched  in  books,  contai|iiiig 
ipo  Tickets  each;  and  given  in  charge  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  who 
places  one  of  the  books  before  the  Treasurer  at  every  Committee 
meeting. 

II.  In  the  case  to  which  this  Specimen  refers,  it  will  be  found 
{see  No.  i.  Second  Specimen)  tlmt  the  collectors  describe  Mary 
Candler  as  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures,  <<  a  widow,  and  Veiy 

.poor;"  circumstances  which  they,  very  properly,  judged  to  be 
sufficient  grounds  for  recommending  her  to  the  Committee,  as  a 
suitable  object  for  a  Loan  Testament.  She  was  accordingly  recom- 
mended in  their  next  Monthly  Report  (see  No.  x.  Second  Sfedmen)  i 
and  being  approved  by  the  Committee,  the  ticket  was  filled  up  by 
the  Treasurer  *  at  the  table,  and  lumded  to  the  coUectors,  by 


J»  ^VlMndMClMirUfiaedli|rthsTi«isuitr,disi«qaMtoQoeoftbeCoUse^ 
40  fit  Msr  ^,jmdfnW  4is  dfi^. 
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Spedmen  of  the  Loav  Ticket.— Deliybrt  Tickets. 

whom  it  was  rigned,  and  delivered  to  Mary  Candler;  who  was  at 
the  same  time  told  to  apply  for  the  Testament  at  the  specified  time^ 
apd  to  preserve  it  from  injury  while  in  her  possession. 

III.  As  Uie  Rules  of  the  Loan  Fund  authorise  a  collector  to 
extend  the  advantages  of  it  to  persons  in  sickness,  &c.,  withoat 
waiting  for  a  Committee  meeting,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
same  form  of  application  must  be  adopted,  although  the  Testament 
may  have  been  delivered :  as,  without  this,  the  re^ar  order  of  the 
proceeding  would  be  violated^  and  the  Bible  Secretary's  account 
and  vouchers  be  incomplete. 

IV,  When  the  Bible  Secretary  receives  the  Ticket,  she  makes  the 
requisite  entiry  in  the  Loan-Fund  Book,  and  fills  .up  the  blanks  at  the 
end  of  the  ticket^  by  inserting  the  No.  of  the  Testament  Jent,  which 
she  then  delivers. 

•  V.  According  to  the  Rules,  the  respective  collectors  have  autho- 
rity to  extend  me  loan  beyond  a  month;  but  their  Monthly  Report 
should  specify  everjr  outstanding  Testament  in  their  district. 

SPECIMEN  OF  THE  LOAN  TICKET. 


6 

H 


I 

I 


I 


Charles'  ladies'  bible  association. 

9th  oi  July,  IS19. 


DISTRICT 


•The  Bearer^  Mary  Candler, 

Residing  at  No.  S,  Plough  CouH, 

is  the  person  to  whom  the  loan  of  a  Pica  Testament  was  vote^ 
at  the  last  Meeting  of  the  Coc^mittee. 


Ho  Mrs.  Williams  J 
Bible  Secretary, 
at  No,  14,  Qreen  Street 


Maria  Smith, 
Caroline  Thompson^ 


>  Collectors. 


Apply  any  TVev-dsy  between  13  and  3  o'CSock. 

x>^oooooooooo^»ooo<x 


HfO.  VIIL — DELIVERY  TICKETS. 

I.  Although  this  Association  adopts  the  plan  of  Public  DistrU 
bution,  some  cases  occur,  and  will  be  found  to  occur  in  moat 
Associations,  which  justify  a  departure  from  it;  and  provision -.is 
made  fi>r  such  cases  by  me  Eighth  By-Law. — See.  Observaiiom  on 
thai  By-Lau;,  Section  III. 

ji.  The  Tickets  are  the  same. size  as  the  Specimen^  and  are 
printed  on  stout  paper.    They  are  stitdhed  in  books  containing 
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Specimen  of  the  Deliveiy  Ticket.— Public  Disthibutiox  Ticsjct. 

50  eftchy  and  one  or  two  books  of  each  land  will  begenerally  found 
flufficient  for  a  moderately  extensive  Association :  my  are  given  in 
charge  to  the  Bible  Secretary. 

ijj.  The  case  to  which  we  Specimen  refers,  was  one  which 
imiply  Justified  the  immediate  delive^  of  the  Bible.  By  the  entry 
in  the  Visiting  Book  (See  No.  i.  Second  Specimen),  it  appeared 
that  Mary  Cox  was  in  bad  healUi,  and  "  anxious  for  a  Bible :"  and 
by  the  Collbctimo  Book  (A'o.  ii.  Second  Specimen),  it  will  be  found 
that  she  had  not  only  paid  up  the  Cast  price»  but  had  become  a  Free 
Contributor  of  twopence  a- week,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  collectors  immediately  applied  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  who 
filled  up  the  ticket  and  check;  and  cutting  off  the  former,  delivered 
it  to  the  collectors,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  the  subscriber. 

IV.  In  Associations  which  have  not  adopted  the  plan  of  public 
distributions,  each  district  is  furnished  with  a  book  of  these  tickets, 
and  ihe  collectors  apply  to  the  Bible  Secretary  when  a  further 
supply  is  required. 

y.  It  will  oe  perceived  that  the  number  following  the  subscriber's 
name  has  reference  to  her  number  in  the  "  Bible  Book"  (See  No. 
XViii.  First  SpecimGi),  This  will  be  found  useful  in  detecting 
any  error.  The  number  is  inserted  by  the  Bible  Secretary  when 
jthe  Tidcet  is  presented.       

SPECIMEN  OF  THE  DELIVERY  TICKET. 


Charles' 

XtAPIKS* 

District  No.  S. 

No.i.9SofOci.l6l9. 
To  Mary  Cox. 
(No.  2S.) 
at  3,  IFUliam  Street, 
.  It  SmaU'Pica  Biblk. 

Sumpaid^  lU.Sd. 


Charles'  Ladies'  Bible  Association. 

No.  of  District,  2.  ISfh  of  October,  1819. 

BelUier  to  ilfory  Our,  No.  95, 

reriding  at  No.  8,  WUUam  Street, 

a  SmaUrPica  Biblk,  for  which  11j.  6d.  has  been  paid. 

To  Mrs.  WiUiams,  Bible  Secretary, 
at  No.  14,  Green  Street. 
On  any  Tues'daj,  between  12  and  8  o'clock. 


Na  IX. — PVBLic  distribution  tickets. 
The  reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  VIII.  Section  III.  for  Speci- 
mens of  these  Tickets,  Collectors'  Lists,  &c.,  and  everyother  requisite 
information  on  the  subject  of  public  distributions.  The  importance 
of  giving  full  consideration  to  this  mode  of  supply,  and  its  general 
adoption  by  Country  Associations,  seem  to  justify  this  arrange- 
pent;  as  the  Specimens  will  be  more  clearly  imdersiood  when  seen 
in  connexign  with  every  other  part  of  the  plan. 
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ObflervatioDs  on  the  Collectobb*  Montblt  Rbpo&t. 
NO.  X.'«*-€OLLECTOIUl'  MOHTHLT  BBPORT. 

Hidierto  we  have  considered  die  duties  of  a  CoUectttTy  only 
in  reference  to  her  character  as  such ;  but  we  have  now  to 
▼lew  her  as  a  member  of  die  Comnuttee,  and  as  supplying 
that  information  which  shall  satisfy  herself,  her  colka^ues, 
and  the  public;  that  the  cause  of  benevolence  wherein  she  is 
engaged  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  pursuit,  and  that  the  results 
of  her  exertions  are  beneficial  to  her  fellowK^eatures. 

I.  This  Report  is  contained  on  both  sides  of  a  half  sheet  of  copy 
paper ;  and  should  be  filled  up  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  and  placed,  with  the  money  collected,  in  the  Bag. 

II.  The  importance  of  these  Monthly  Reports  will  be  evident, 
whei)  it  is  considered,  that  it  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for  the 
most  full  and  authentic  details  relative  to  the  domestic  proceedings 
of  the  Bible  Society.  The .  Collectors  may  be  considered  as  the 
representatives  of  that  Institution,  within  their  allotted  sphere  of 
usefulness ;  and  their  reports  constitute  the  materials  for  those  ge* 
neral  statements  which  the  Association  furnishes  to  the  Branch  or 
Auxiliary  Society ;  as  well  as  an  interesting  portion  of  the  annual 
details  published  by  the  latter,  and  transmitted  to  the  Parent  In- 
stitution. This  periodical  information,  like  the  contributions  hY 
which  it  is  accompanied,  mav  be  compared  to  those  rivulets,  sraaJl 
but  refreshing,  that  gradually  increase  the  river  into  which  they 
flow,  till  the  united  waters,  rolling  onward,  dispense  health  and  fer* 
tility  around. 

III.  An  examination  of  the  First  Specimen  will  convince  the 
reader,  that  the  form  of  this  report  is  so  prepared  as  to  save  the 
time  and  trouble  of  the  Collectors  as  mudi  as  possible :  but  care 
should  be  taken  that  every  blank  is  filled.  The  erroneous  insertion 
of  a  subscriber's  name  a  second  time  is  one  of  the  principal  risks 
against  whiph  a  Collector  must  be  on  her  guard.  It  should  he 
always  remembered,  that  the  only  information  required,  under  this 
head,  relates  to  those  who  have  become  subscribers,  or  free  con- 
tributors, since  ike  preceding  report;  and  that  the  object  is,  to 
enable  the  Secretaries  to  keep  a  correct  list  of  all  the  contributors 
and  subscribers.  All  persons  giving  donations,  should  be  included, 
during  the  current  year,  in  the  return  of  «^  Number  of  Free 
Contributors."  A  reference  to  the  Collecting  Book  {See  No.  ii. 
Second  Specimen)  will  afford  any  further  requisite  explanation. 

IV.  It  frequently  happens,  especially  at  the  commencement  of 
an  Association,  that  the  spaces  iefl  for  the  insertion  of  new  sub- 
scribers' names  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose.  In  such  case*  a 
piece  of  paper  should  be  appended  to  the  report,  for  those  names 
which  cannot  be  inserted  in  the  printed  form.  It  will  be  perceived, 
that  the  other  particulars  required  are  also  obtained  from  the 
Collecting  Book ;  and  their  importance  will  be  obvious  to  those  who 
consider  now  necessary  it  is  to  provide  a  constant  check  on  the 
books  of  the  Association,  in  order  that  any  inaccuracy  or  omission 
may  be  promptly  corrected. 
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Olasrvttdoiif  on  the  ColWoton'  MontUj  Beport 


V.  It  sometimes  happenSy  that  the  subusriber  wishes  for  a  diffe- 
rent kind  of  Bible  or  Testament  to  that  originally  selected;  and  this 
wish  should  always  be  gratified.  The  principal  advantage  will  still 
be  attained— that  of  enabling  the  Bible  Secretary  to  keep  a  stock 
of  the  descriptions  most  in  request. 

VI.  Allusion  has  already  been  m^de  to  the  importance  of  those 
**  Facts^md  Obiervations"  v^iich  these  reports  havebean  iWmeans  of 
eliciting,  and  which  the  Second  Specimen  is  designed  to  illustrate. 
But  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on  the  nunds  of  Collectors, 
that  the  best  fact  is  that  which  is  hesi  authenticated;  and  the  best 
observation,  that  which  is  the  result  of  experience.  Facts^  like 
valuable  frait,  'should  be  attentively  watched,  and  suffered  to  rip<9i 
and  mature  before  they  are  gathered ;  and  it  will  be  generally  found, 
that  those  are  the'  most  precious  which  have  been  the  longest  in 
attaining  this  state  of  maturity.  Nor  is  an  inferior  degree  of 
caution  and  prudence  requisite  in  reporting  these  facts: — compres- 
sion, simplicity  of  language,  and  a  disposition  to  withhold  rather 
than  exaggerate  the  truth,  will  always  render  a  fact  more  pleasing 
in  itself,  and  excite  a  greater  degree  of  interest  in  ihe' auditors. 
When  the  allotted  space  is  insufficient  to  contain  ^e  iiiiorasatioiL 
which  the  Collector  wished  to  communicate,  a  piece  of  paper  i^ 
appended  to  the  report.— 5ee  ivth  Observation. 

A  reference  to  the  VisUing  Book  {No.  i*  Second  Spedmffn)  wil 
enabfe  the  reader  to  trace  the  iiiformatioik  communicated  in  thi| 
partof  the  JRrjf  Monthly  Report 

VII.  As  the  annexed  Specimens  are  transcripts  of  the  flrjf 
Monthly  Report  presented  by  the  Collectors  df  e  district,  they  df 
not  embrace  some  important  subjects  wbidh  ansa  out  of  the  pro* 
eeedings  of  the  Association.  In  order  to  give  a  clear  view  of  thi| 
part  of  the  system,  a  copy  of  the  Sixth  Monthly  Report^  of  thf 
same  Collectors  is  subjoined. — ^The  interesting  facts  which  it  comr 
municates  preclude  the  necessity  of  apolog|y  ror  this  apparent  repei^ 
tition. 

VIII.  Tlie  Collectors  who  sipi  the  report,  are  those  who  hayf 
acted  during  the  past  month.  It  frequently  happens,  that  illnesiH^ 
absence  from  home»  or  some  other  unavoid£Jt)le  cause,  prevents  oj)# 
or  more  of  the  Collectors  of  a  district  fulfilling  the  requisite  duties ; 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  Secretaries  and  Committee  should  Imar 
to  whom  they  may  reftr,  in  case  of  any  explanation  being  requnsAi 
The  names  are  not  read  at  the  Committee. 

IX.  The  interesting  fact  related  under  the  head  of  ''Loan 
Stock,**  in  the  second  of  the  two  following  Duplicate  Specimens,  fc 
a  delightful  evidence  of  the  advantages  of  this  part  of  the  plan; 
especially  as  the  author  is  enabled  to  state,  on  the  same  respectable 
authority,  that  the'  p^rdsal  df  the  sacred  records  was  cmviously 
blessed  to  this  poor  penitent,  who  died  ''  with  a  hope  f)|ll  of  im« 
mortality,  rejoicing  m  (he  name  of  Jesus  Christ  !*' 
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FIRST  SPECIMEN 
of  the 

COLLECTORS'  MONTHLY  REPORT* 

*  [Being  die  Pint  Piige  of  tiie  Report] 

Charles*  Ladies'  Bible  Association. 
Monthly  Report  of  District  Na  ^, 

Pk^sentad  M  of  Jti^,  1819. 


We  hsTe  x^oeiyed  this  Month, 

In  Free  Contributiona    .•.•'••• 
In  Subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments 

Total  •    • 


£. 

«• 

iL 

S. 

18. 

4 

0. 

0. 

7 

2. 

18. 

11 

Hw  ftllownig  PenoDt  hare  become  Snbecriben  aiiioe  oar  hut  Moottly  Report;  ris. 
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Son  and 
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Q.  l«.6d 

Z>.  lOf. 
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to 


Ju/yS. 


Bitarp  Cox, . . . 
Skmm  Intdd,. 


For  BIBLES 
TESTiUiENTS. 


Number  of  FRSsContributoxsnoir  subscribing    .    •    •    • 

Number  of  Subscriben  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  not  yet 

supplied •    •    '    • 

Number  of  Feeb  Contributors  since  the  Establishment 
<tf  the  Association 

Number  of  Subscribers  £ur  Bibles  and  Testamento  since  the 
JBstabliahment  of  the  AssodaUon 

Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed  to  the  date  of 
thelastBeport 

Number  of  BiUes  and  TestamenU  distributed  since  the  last 
Iteport 


KindoTBibU 

or 
Testaaaent 


P.B. 
L.P.T. 


Total, 


..  8 


1 


^mi  any. 
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Seeond  Specimen  of  the  Collectors'  Moktbly  Rbport. 
SECOND  SPECIMEN 

OF  TBB 

COLLECTORS'  MONTHLY  REPORT. 

[Bdag  die  Second  Pege  of  tiie  Report] 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 


JTe  have  been  recaved  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  cordiality 
throughout  thai  part  of  our  district  which  we  have  visited.  Of  fifteen 
fantUteSg  wefoundjive  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures ;  and  four  of  these 
gratefully  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  Association. 

Wire  it  not  for  this  personal  investigation,  we  could  scarcely  have 
beUeved  that  so  much  misery  and  ignorance  existed  within  those  walls, 
which  we  have  daily,  and  too  thoughtlessly  passed,  for  many  years. 
Some  of  these  cases  we  have  recommended  to  the  notice  of  their  more 
qffluent  neighbours  ;  and,  we  rejoice  to  say,  with  considerable  success* 

Short  as  has  been  the  time  since  we  engagedinthis  good  work,  we 
'have  been  abundantly  convinced  of  its  necessity  ;  and,  we  humbly  trusty 
^are  gratefully  sensible  of  the  privilege  we  enjoy  in  being  permitted  to 
,  co-operate  in  U* 

We  propose  Miss  Jane  Goss,  of  No*  I,  William^treet  f  and  Mrs^ 
,  Waters,  ^  No,  6«  WilUam-street,  as  swiable  Lajdies  to  be  invited  to 
Jfun  the  ummittefi. 


LOAN  STOCK. 


;Hie  TesttmentSi  Not.         are  now  on  Loan  m  this  District }  relsh 
tiyeto  which  we  have  to  report — 

We  recommend  Mary  Candler,  residing  at  No,  S,  Plough  Court,  a$ 
a  suitable  person  to  be  supf>Uedu4th  a  Loan  Testament,  Pica  size.  She 
is  a  widow,  very  poor,  with  six  children,  and  receives  parochial  relief. 
She  expresses  much  gratitude  and  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  having  a 
Testament  to  read. 


yri^'}c*«- 


'•"The CoUecton are etrnestlj  and raspectftillj  requested  toflllupererj 

blank  in  their  Kqwrts. 
AU  penoDB  presenting dooationt  come  under  the  da^ef  FmxK  CootiibtttoiB. 
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Duplicate  JPint  Spacimen  of  the  Coixectoi^s*  Moktbit  Eiutoet. 
DUFfilGATEJPmOTSFECI^N  . 

OF  THE 

COLLECTCmS'  MONTHLY  REPORT) 

[fierog  the  First  Pi«e  of  die  Report] 

Charles'  Ladies'  Bible  Association. 


Monthly  Report  of  District  No.  2, 

!VeM««ed  JM  of  1»M.  WnH 


We  bare  reeeired  tlils  Month, 

In  Free  Contributionfl 

In  Subscnptioiis  for  Bibles  and  Testamenta 
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DuplicAte  Seeamd  Specimen  of  the  Collcctoks*  Mokthlt  Report. 

BUPUCAtfe  sMcorrj^  spbcimen 

OP  THS 

COLLECTORS'  MONTHLY  REa?ORT. 

[Being  Hie  Second  I\ige  of  the  Report.] 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS- 


A  Ladt  a  boy  of  colour,  who  received  a  Bible  from  your  Society, 
was  previously  a  pest  to  the  neighbourhood;  idle,  prqfligaie,  andpro- 
fmie.  Me  has  now  been  m  the  possession  of  it  several  months ;  and 
not  only  his  mother,  but  the  more  impartial  neighbours,  testify  to  the 
rtformation  which  has  taken  place  in  his  conduct  and  manners.  He  is 
become  humble,  dutiful,  and  conscientious.  Being  lame,  he  cannoi 
perform  any  thing  arduous;  but,  by  increased  industry,  he  hds  doitblbd 
Aif  weekly  earnings.^  The  correctness  of  his  language  is  striking. • 
never  is  he  now  hmrd  to  pronounce  the  name  of  God,  but  unik  rove* 
rence  and  awe.  At  church  he  is  now  a  constant  attendant,  witk  Ue  Bible 
under  Msamh  which  he  appears  to  pokie  as  an  inesHwiaUe  tpeaemrei 
and  his  poor  moiker  spmks  of  the  happy  change  with  emoiiaue  ^ 
rapturous  gratitude. 

'  Jcfhn  Heelf  a  Free  Contributor  offourpence  a-week,  wishes  to  sub^ 
ecribefor  a  Pica  Testament,  for  h$s  daughter.  He  promises  to  continue 
hie  F^ee  Coniributieu  after  he  receives  it* 


LOAN  STOCK. 

The  Testaments,  Nos.  5, 17, 20,  25,  are  now  on  Loan  in  this  Dis- 
trict; rekUive  to  which  we  have  to  report— /Aa/  they  are  all  carefully 
preserved,  but  Nos.  5  and  20  particularly  valued.  fFe  liave  the  plea» 
sure  to  statCf  that  No.  S4,  returned  to  the  Bible  Secretary  since  last 
Report,  was  aitentively  perused  by  a  poor  sick  woman,  since  deceased. 
On  our  first  visit,  she  was  hostile  to  the  name  qf  a  Bible;  but 
when  visited  by  sickness,  she  sent  for  us  :  and  on  our  arrival,  after 
tuKpiermg  forgiveness  for  having  so  often  rudely  turned  us  from  her 
dwelling,  bm^d  to  read  that  Book  she  had  hitherto  despised  and 
ridiculed.  The  Testament  was  immediately  lent  to  her,  which  she  con* 
etanily  read  i  cmd  a  dergyman,  who  frequently  visited  her  in  her  ill- 
ness,  stated,  that  she  diMf  blessing  with  her  last  breath  the  Society 
which  had  thus  furnished  her  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  through  it 
irougkt  keriathe  knowledge  of  a  Saviour. 

Jane  Brown,  \  r,^^^ 

Caroline  Thompson,  /^'^"•'»»*^ 


VTheCoafeetdnai*  s«in«iay  aBdrasMCtlUUgr  ]«qinrt«dtofia«petvfr]r 

hlsnkintlitfirBepQCts. 
AU  psnoos  prtsttttiiig  Donations  cone  under  the  dsss  oTTbxx  Cantiibuton. 
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SscBJETAUEs*  B00K8  and  Papkes. 


•*•  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  printed  forms  of  aU  the  preceding 
SpecimeDB,  from  No.  i.  to  No,  x*  incluBive,  are  equally  applicable  to 
Bible  Amociations,  whether  conducted  b^  lAdies  or  Gentlemen ;  or 
whether  connected  directly  with  an  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  or 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch.  And  ^hose  portions  of  the  manuscripi  part, 
which  exhibit  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  Association  in  ques- 
tion, are  so  readily  distinguished  as  to  rendor  any  further  remark 
unnecessary. 

SECRETARIES'  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS. 

It  has  been  remarked,  in  detailing  the  mode  of  establisfaiftg 
a  Bible  Association,  that  in  order  to  conduct  the  business 
with  system  and  fiBU^ility,  Three  Secretaries  are  necessary;  and 
that  they  are  respectiyely  designated,  the.  Minute,  Cash,  and 
Bible  Secretaries.  >  The  Booka  of  which  they  take  charge^ 
and  tbe  Reports  which  they  present  monthly  to  their  own 
ComBttttee/and  (in  Assodations  so  connected)  to  the  Ladies* 
Bnmdiy  come  next  under  consideratioii :  but  a  few  prdimi- 
nary  reounrks  appear  necessary^  in  order  ,to  shew  the  impovt* 
ance  of  these  books  and  papers. . 

I.  It  is  an  adage,  not  the  less  true  for  its  antiquity,  that  **  what- 
ever is  worth  doing,  is  worth  doing  tvell*'  The  coneems  of  a  Bible 
Association  should  be  so  conduct^  by  the  Secretaries,  that  in  the 
event  of  a  Collector's  death,  or  tlie  loss  of  her  book,  the  official 
records  of  the  Society  may  supply  every  requisite  informadon,  and 
prevent  any  delay  in  furnishing  every  subscriber  with  the  holy  scrip- 
tures. The  Secretaries  should  be  intimately  acouainted,  not  only 
with  the  general  state  of  the  Association,  but  witli  the  particular 
details  of  the  several  districts ;  and  this  information  is  more  eaoBy 
acquired  than  manv  may  believe  possible.  Id  this  case,  *  as  in  thai 
of  the  Collectors,  tne  secret  of  success  may  be  found  in  the  Dwi^ 
wn  of  Labour : — each  of  the  Secretaries  has  her  own  allotted  duties ; 
and  they  are  so  apportioned,  that  an  hour  or  two  monttily  wfll  be 
found  sufficient  to  discharge  them. 

II.  It  will  save  considerable  time  and  trouble,  as  well  as  prevent 
the  risk  of  error,  if  the  Secretaries  make  the  requisite  entries  in  their 
respective  books  as  soon  as  possible  after  every  Coromittee-sieetiDg. 
As  the  correctness  of  these  entries  depends  on  that  of  the  CoHeo* 
tors'  Reports,  any  necessary  explanation  sliould  be  immediately 
solicited  from  the  latter. 

III.  The  Books  and  Papers  appdrtaining  to  the  Seeretanesof  the 
Association  in  question,  are — 

To  the  MiNUTB  Secretary: 
The  Rough  Minute  Book.  I  12.  The  Agenda, 
11.  TheTair  Minute  Book.      |  IS.  The  Report  Book.  .^ 
14.  Special  Committee  Stimraons. 
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Seoetarieft*  Books  and  Fapen.— Fair  Minute  Book. 

ggg^Bsssaesssssssssssssssssss:  =sss=i  •  —t 

To  die  Cabh  Secretary : 

15.  The  Cash  Book.  |  16.  The  Free  Contributors*  Bo<A. 

17.  The  Monthly  Statement* 

To  the  Bible  Secretary  : 

18.  The  Bible  Book«  I  90.  The  Monthly  Report. 

19.  TheBibleSecretary'«  Orders.  |  21.  The  Loan-Fund  Book. 

As  the  ^<  Rough  Minute  Book  '*  is  mei^lr  a  ouire  or  two  of  paper, ' 
of  the  most  convenient  size,  procured  by  the  Minute  Secretary,  to 
enter  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  to  preserve  the  neat« 
nets  of  tne  Minute  Book,  it  reauires  no  forther  notice.  The 
**  Loan-Fund  Book,**  it  will  be  evident,  is  not  necesiary  where  this 
part  of  the  system  is  not  adopted.  The  five  other  books  are  reqtured 
by  every  Association  which  is  properly  organized:  they  are  of  the 
size  denominated  "  Large  Post  Quarto,"  and  are  strongly  half- 
bound  and  lettered/  Each  book  contains  about  200  single  pages^' 
or  100  leaves,  ruled  throughout  with  faint  lines ;  ibey  are  calculated 
to  last  for  five  or  six  years.  For  small  AaseeiatioDs,  embracing  a 
single  viUage,  Ac,  a  less  expensive  set  of  books,  on  the  same  plas> 
may  be  prooiied. 

These  various  Books  and  Paipers  will  now  be  described  in 
their  proper  order. 

The  following  appertain  to  the  department  of  the  Mi^ottb 
Secretary — 

Ka  XI. — FAIR  MIKUTE  BOOK. 

I.  This  Book  is  precisely  similar  in  form  to  that  which  has  been 
described  as  No.  1,  Section  V.  Chap.  II. ;  and  a  few  leaves  at  the 
beginning  shoidd  be  ruled  according  to  the  Specimen  there  given, 
to  contain  a  roister  of  the  attendance  of  the  members.  When  the 
Bible  Secretary  calls  over  the  names  {See  "  HinW  to  the  Seere- 
iariet,  (S^c.  Chat.  VIII.  Section  I.),  she  places  P.  opposite  to  those 
of  the  Ladies  wno  are  present,  and  leaves  blanks  opposite  to  those 
of  the  absentees.  The  number  of  attendances  being  filled  in  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  b  a  ^tifying  record  of  the  punctualiQr  of  the 
members.  The  Fair  Mmute  Bi^k  is  laid  on  toe  table  at  eveiy 
Committee-meeting,  and  the  Bible  Secretary  reads  from  it  the 
proceedings  of  the  precedins  Committee:  this  should  never  be 
done  from  the  Rough  Minute  Book,  which  is  designed  to  save  time^ 
but  should  not  in  any  case  be  considered  the  register  of  official 
recmrds. 

*  Tbete  books  maj  be  hail,  bmmd  in  $k€tp^  at  a  T07  triSing  additional  ^. 
pansa.  The  luparioritj  of  this  binding,  in  books  designed  to  last  fer  several 
year^  is  manifest.    .       . 
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Ob^nrations  on  the  Faie  Hixute  Book. 

II.  The  Minutes  df  the  first  Committee-meeting  having  been 
already  trsnfcribed  in  the  preceding  Section,  the  following  Specimen 
oontainB  the  Minute^  of  the  ^eooni  meeting ;  and  will  sufficiently 
illustrate  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  every  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  Committee ;  withihe  exception  of  those  which  precede  a  pUblic 
distributioDy  and  Che  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association,  or  of  the^ 
Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  with  which  it  is  connected. 

.III.  The  last  Minute  of  Ihe^rs^  Committee-meeting  baring 
l^n  No.  7»  the  first  Minute  of  thia  meetings  is  No.  S>  and  tho. 
first  Mmute  of  the  third  will  be  25.  By  adopting  this  mode  «f 
coBtinuiog  the  numbers  progressively  tnjHnighout  the  book,  the 
reference  to  any  particular  Minute  is  made  with  greater  facilicyi 
and  a  considerable  saving  of  time  and  trouble  is  effected.  A 
marginal  line  is  ruled  for  this  purpose. 

.  tv*  After  insertiBig  the  names  of  the  officers  and  Committee,  the 
Minute  Secretary  b^ms  to  tranacribe,  at  the  flrat  pa^,  the  pro** 
modings  of  die  GmterdL  MeeHng  at  which  the  Assoaation  was  esta^ 
Uisfaed;  but  instead  of  oanying  the  Rules  and  By-Laws,  she  refeia 
ta  the  prated  copy,  one  or  vdiK^fadiould  be  pasted  inside  the  cover 
of  every  book  used  by  the  Secretaries.  Having  transcribed  tlie  re- 
solutions of  the  General  Meeting,  she  draws  a  double  line,  and 
begins  on  the  next  page  the  Minutes  of  the  first  Commrttee-meet- 
mg.  Thus  the  Mmutes  which  supply  this  Specimen  begin  at 
page  15. 

V.  It  will  be  perceived^  oiv  reference  to  the  3d  By-Law,  Sect  S, 
tjhat  the  proceeaings  are  conducted  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
prescribed  regulations.  The  Lady  who  presides  should  always  have 
a  copy  of  the  By-Laws  before  her,  and  should  prevent  any  devia- 
tion from  the  regular  course,  as  well  as  the  introduction  of  any  sub« 
jfxl  not  innnediately  connected  with  the  single  and  pure  object  of 
the  Society-^"  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures  without  note 
or  comment."  The  first  meetingof  the  Conunittee  having  been  a 
special  one,  in  order  to  complete  the  organization  of  the  Society, 
tnis  Specimen  should  be  considered  as  detailing  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  regular  Mwiihhf  Committee-meeting ;  that  is,  the  first  al 
which  tlia  Collectors  presented  Reports  and  paid  in  their  col- 
lections. 

'.  vi«  Sa  much  depends  on  the  order  and  regularity  with  whidi 
the  business  of  a  Committee  is  conducted,  that  no  apology  will  be 
aequtsittt  for  the  minuteness  of  the  following  suggestions :— At 
aaeiy  CemmitteeHnaeting,  the  Minuie  Secretary  should  sit  on-tiie 
left  of  the  Lady  who  praudes,  and  the  Cask  and  Bible  Secretaries 
an  her  right ;  the  im^ier  having  Ae  duplioate  cetteotinff-bags,  de- 
livered in  the  preceding  month,  piled  before  her,  in  order ;  Ne.  1 
being  on  the  top;  and  each  bag  oeing  furnished  with  a  blank  (bm 
oFue  Monthly  Report*  and  the  reauisite  number  of  copiea  ef  the 
/'  Monthly  ExtiacU.'*  When  the  Minute  Secnstary  eaila  for  the 
Collectors'  Reports,  the  bags  are  handed  in  numeric^  order,  to  the 
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Spadma*  of  fche  Fair  lIimTx  Book. 

Miifle  SecretAry,  vho  retttmatlie  duplieatebag  to  the  CoUector, 
and  then  passes  the  Report  to  the  Minuie  Secrelaiy,  by  whom  it  is 
read:  the  Bible  Secretary  in  the  mean  time  counts  the  money  she 
has  received  iit  the  bag,  and  enters  tlie  amount  on  a  strip  of  paper. 
As  the  iMinute  Secretary  announces  the  respective  amounts,  **  Fkke,*' 
"  Bibles,"  and  '*  Total,"  tlie  Cash  Secretary  enters  the  several 
sums  in  the  proper  columns  of  the  Cash  Book  (See  No.  xv.  Fksi 
specimen),  It^  tke  total  annotmced  ^by  the  Minute  Secretary  be 
diierent  to  that  which  t^  Bible  Secretary  has  found  in  ^the  bag, 
the  latter  immediately  refers  to  the  Coilector  of  the  diatrict  for  tM 
necessary  explanation,  before  the  Cash  Secretary  has  made  the 
entry.  The  risk  of  error  is  thus  avoided  by  the  immediate  correo-' 
tion  of  any  inadvertence.  Having  replaced  the  ihoney  in  the  bag, 
the  Bible  Secretary  proceeds  in  the  same  manner  with  respect  to 
the  remaining  districts.  Before  the  Cash  Secretary  makes  her 
report  of  the  sums  received,  she  compares  the  aggregate  amoimt 
with  the  Bible  Secretary ;  and  it  will  preserve  the  neatness  of  her. 
book,  if  she  make  the  entry  of  the  "  Total"  amount  received,  itf4er 
shch  comparison.  The  Cash  Secretary  takes  home  the  bags  and 
money,  pays  oyer  the  whole  of  the  latter  to  the  Treasurer,  and 
arranges  the  bags  in  readiness  for  th6  next  Committee*meeting, 
when  she  places  them  on  the  table  before  the  Bible  Secretary. 

"•*  Such  further  obsehfaiions  as  appear  necessary  wUl  be  inserted 
cfter  the  Specimen, 


SPECIMEN  OF  THE  FAIR  MINUTE  BOOK. 

[Beiiv  Uie  Minolet  of  the  Sec(md  CommittM-Meeti^ 

Council  Chamber,  Guildhall,  9th  July»  1819  ;-^  Ift. 

At  the  Second  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

Present,  Mrs.  H. in  the  Chair) 

Rev.  r.  M  .  .  and  ff.  Jf.  •  .  and  Messrs.  H.  C,  ^.P*,) 

and  J.  H.  .  .  from  the  Auxiliary  Society >  Visitors; 

Miss  J,P,.,  and  //.  T.  .  .  from  the  branch 3 

and  those  Ladies  who  are  maiked  as  present  in  the  list  of  the  Committeei 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Committee  having  been  read>  it  was  resolved-^ 

8*  That  the  said  Minutes  be  confirmed. 

9.  That  the  following  Ladies,  having  accepted  the  invitation  conveyed  to 
tbetai,  pumumt  to  the  3d  Minute,  be  added  to  the  Committee  {  via. 

Miss  if.  A of    ...    . Place, 


Miss  A of 

Mrs*  iV.  •'•••••  sk 
Hiss  A  •••...*«£ 
Mrs.  /).  Z). of 


>  otreet, 
•  cPcrses, 


^«.^«-  SquBS^ 
Bow. 
10.  That  the  following  altfratinns  be  made  ia  the  ^pointments  of  the 
Odlectors;  viz. 

.  1.  That  ATiss  5.  C  be  the  Colleague  of  Mi«  il^  Af. /i^:,  for  District  9,  ia 
the  plaice  of  Miss  H» 
%  That'  Mrs.  5.  be  appointed  johnt  CbUectmr  to  District  JSlo,  31,  with 
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IfinuteB  of  the  Seoood  CoBaiiiittee.Meetiog. 

Wm  a.    And  tliat  these  LiidiM  be  x«que8t0d  to  milks  tlMTCqi^^ 
altentioDfl  in  their  YiBiting  and  Collecting  Boolu» 

1 1.'  The  Minute  Secretary  having  reported,  in  seferenoe  to  the  4th  Minvte» 
that  the  viUage  of  Oveston  has  notbeeo  included  in  any  of  the  AaMtciatimie 
established  in  this  town  and  its  neif^bourhood,  and  that  Mrs.  J.  and  Miss  A 
had  offered  to  visit  it  as  Collectors;  it  was  resolved.  That  the  village  d 
Oreston  be  added  €o  this  Association,  as  District  Xo.  3S;  and  that  Mra.  ^. 
«nd  Miss  B.  be  flttacbed'  tliereto  as  Collectois.  And  that  the  Minute 
Seeretaiy  be  requested  to  furnish  them  with  Visiting  and  Collecting  Books, 
Collecti^  Bag,  Form  of  MontUj  Report,  Bible  SubeaJberi*  CardB,«ad  a 
supply  ofprinted  papers  fordrculation. 

19.  The  Minute  Secretary  reported,  that  the  Ninth  General  Rule  had 
been  complied  with,  by  the  transmittal  of  a  copy  of  the  Rules,  signed  by  the 
Secretaries,  to  Miss  •/.  P.,  Minute  Secretaxy  of  the  I«adie8*  Branch  of  the. 
Auxiliary  Society. 

13".  The  Treasurer  reported,  that  she  had  not  yet  receiyed  any  money  on' 
account  of  the  Association. 

14.  The  Bible  Secretary  reported,  that  she  had  not  yet  ordered  aay* 
Bibles  or  TestamentSA 

16.  The  Collectors*  Rqiorts  havii^  been  caUad  fijr,  were  presented  and 
wverally  read ;  and  the  Cash  Seoetazy  rcfmrted,  that  the  amount  now 
zeodvedis. 

In  Free  Contributions    • £»SS.  \9  »  S 

In  Subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments    .     .3.19.0 

Total    *     £.49.  7  .  6 

16.  Resolved,  That  the  sud  sum  of  402.  7«.  ^  be  paid  over  to  tha 
Treasurer  by  the  Cash  Secretary. 

17.  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Cash  Secretaxy  of  the 
Bnmch  Society*,  thirty  pounds. 

18.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  be  requested  to  order  of  the  Bible  Secretary 
of  the  Branch  Society,  Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  an  amount  not  exosediiy 
30/.,  and  of  such  descriptions  as  she  may  consider  best  calculated  for  tha 
wants  of  the  subscribers. 

19.  That  the  Mhiute  Secretary  be  requested  to  apply  to  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Branch  Society*  for  SOO.coives,  monthly,  of  the  '*  Extracts  of  Cbr- 
respondence"  of  the  Parent  Society ;  and  that  a  sufficient  number  be  put  hi 
the  Collecting  Bag  of  each  district,  to  fVimish  every  Collector,  and  every 
annual  Free  Contributor  of  half-a-guinea  and  upwards,  with  a  copy  monthly. 

90.  That  a  Loxs  Stock  of  Testaments,  fi>r  the  temporary  supply  of  tha 
DOor,  be  now  established,  of  which  the  following  shall  be  the  r^julations 
{See  Chap,  VIIL  Section  IL) ;  and  that  the  said  stock  be  under  the  caie  of 
the  Bible  Secretary,  who  is  requested  to  order  one  hundred  copies  of  the 
Rules,  and  to  send  one  to  each  member  of  the  Committee. 

SI.  A  collection  having  been  made  at  the  table  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Loan  Stock,  the  sum  of  5/.  I5«.  lOcf.  was  contributed,  and  pidd  over  to  the 
Bible  Secretary,  who  is  requested  to  invest  the  .same  in  the  purchase  af 
Testaments,  from  the  AuxUkn^  Society,  at  the  reduced  prices. 

8S.  That  a  Loan  Pica  Testament  be  granted  to  the  CoUecten  of  Distiki 
No.  9,  for  the  supply  of  Mary  Candler. 

*  In  Associations  not  connected  with  a  Ladies*  Branch,  and  In  tbose  con* ' 
dvTcted  by  Gentlemen,  it  wfll  be  evident  that  this  appltcatton  and  remittaoee 
tboold  be  made  to  tbeSeeretaty  of  the  Aui^ary,  or  Branch,  Sodely  with  wbidi 
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98.  That  tiM  iaShmag  Ladies,  proptmA  by  the  CoUectoit  ef  Biitdct 
No-  9,  be  invited  bj  them  to  join  the  Committee ;  ▼!&  i 

MisiJaneGoM     •    •    «    No.  1,  William  Street 
MnuWaltetg    ....    No.  6,  Ditto     ditto. 
S4.  Tint  Mn.  K. .  end  Mias  Z,. .  be  iqipointed  Auditors  fbr  tlM  pM« 
«ni  jear  I  and  that  all  billa  be  letfemd  to  them  tor  ezaminatien. 

Bead  orer  the  Minutea,  and  a4ioiixned. 
■Ill      ■■    ■» 

VII.  It  wni  be  remarkedy  that  three  Oentlemen  firom  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  and  two  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Ladies'  Bianch^  attended  this  Committee.  Such  attendance  is 
highly  desirable,  and  should  always  be  encouraged,  as  it  tends  ta 
promote  a  mutual  knowledge  of  the  system,  and  the  maintenance  of 
one  uniform  mode  of  proceeding. 

Tin.  It  frequently  happens,  that  alterations,  similar  to  those  de* 
scribed  in  tiie  lOth  Minute,  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  an  Asso- 
dation ;  and  as  local  convenience,  and  the  wishes  of  die  indtridual 
Collectors,  should  always  be  consulted,  these  occasional  changes  will 
be  found  unaToidable.  But  they  should  take  place  as  seldom  aa 
possible ;  and  the  increasing  attachment  which  the  Collectors  mB 
reel  to  their  districts,  will  prove  the  best  preventiTe.  «Set  Otserva- 
Hons  am  No,  ▼• 

IS.  Additional  districts  are  often  muted  to  an  Assodation,  after 
its  establishment,  as  in  the  case  referred  to  in  the  1 1th  Minute  ;xand 
where  proper  persons  can  be  obtained  as  Collectors,  it  is  highly^  de- 
siri^le  that  the  whole  of  the  vicinity  shouki  be  included.  But  there 
is  a  dancer,  unless  caution  and  prudence  be  exercised,  in  adding  to 
lihe  number  of  districts  before  suitable  Collectors  are  obtained.  It 
is  at  all  times  a  matter  of  greater  importance  to  consolidate  aa 
Association  than  to  extend  iu  limits.     . 

X.  In  reference  to  the  ISth  and  14th  Minutes,  the  Spedmens  of 
the  Monthly  Reports  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  INos.  xvii. 
and  xm)  will  sufficiently  explain  the  nature  of  these  Minutes,  at 
every  subsequeni  Committee*meetmg. 

XI.  In  order  to  allow  die  Cash  Secretaiy  time  to  add  up  the 
columns  of  her  receipts,  and  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  pro« 
traction  of  the  meeting  (which  should  never  exceed  two  hours, 
and  the  business  of  which  may,  generally,  be  despatched  in 
one),  it  is  usual,  at  the  third,  and  all  subsequent  Committee-meet- 
ings, to  consider  the  applications  for  loans,  the  admission  of  new 
members,  and  any  proposed  alteration  in  the  appointments  of  the 
Collectors,  in  the  interval  between  the  reading  of  the  Collectors* 
Reports  and  the  reception  of  the  Cash  Secretary's  Report.  Sm 
Specimen  of  Agenda,  No*  xii. 

XII.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  amount  reported  by  the  Cash^' 
Secretary  in  the  15th  Minute,.is  the  aggregffte  sum  received  from 
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ObseiTstioBS  oa  the  Minutes  of  the  Second  Committee-Meeting. 

'■*"  •  

tlie  CoUectors  at  the  second  Committee-meeting,     See  No.  xv.  Ursi 
Specimen. 

XIII.  When  it  happens  that  the  Collectors  of  a  district  omit  to 
ptesent  a  MonUily  Report,  the  following  Resolation  should -be 
adopted,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Collectors ;  viz. 

'<  The  Collectors  of  District  No.  -*,  not  having  presented  a 
Report,  the  Minute  Secretary  is  requested  to  remind  them 
of  the  in^portanoe  of  the  duty  prescribed  bv  the  9th  By-Law, 
and  to  beg  their  attention  to  it  in  future.* 

Should  this  omission  occur  at  two  or  three  Committee*  meetinga 
successively,  a  deputation  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Coi« 
leetors  of  the  district ;  and  if  the  latter  cannot  fulfil  the  -duties  of 
their  appointment,  the  books  should  be  transferred  to  other  handa. 
.  xiT.  The  Minute  Secreury  should  send  to  the  Cash  Secretary  a 
duplicate  copy  of  every  Resolution  authorising  a  payment :  the  fat- 
tar  is  thus  enabled  to  make  the  requisite  entry  in  the  Cash  Book 
iiuMediately.  The  copy  may  be  givea  at  the  table  of  the  Com- 
nsktee. 

XV.  The  importance  of  giving  free  circulation  to  the  "  Monthly 
Bxtracts  of  Correspondence  *'  mast  be  evident.  These  interesting 
papers  are  most  gratefully  received  by  the  Free  Contributors; 
nimy  of  whom  have  -increased  their  annual  subscriptions  in  order 
ta  acquire  this  privilege ;  which  might  be  beneficially  extended  to 
all  Free  Contributors  of  Sd.  u-tveeky  I5.  a  month,  and  3^.  a  quarter. 
ki  some  Associations  they  are  lent  by  the  Collectors  to  the  Free 
Contributors,  and  pass- from- hand  to  hand,  hke  books  in  a  reading 
society.  The  gratitude  with  which  they  are  thus  received,  and  the 
aridity  with  which  they  are  read,  constitute  the  best  proof  of  the 
advantages  of  this  plan. 

XTi.  As  the  Bible  Secretary  is  authorised  by  the  Sixth  By-Law 
''  to  procure  Bibles  and  Testaments  when  necessary,"  the  repetition 
of  the  Jftth  Minute,  in  the  proceedings  of  future  Commitcee- 
meetings,  will  be  unnecessary.  It  is  usually  adopted  at  the  firafc 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  as  a  guide  to  the  Bible  Secretary. 

XVII.  A  reference  to  Chap.  VIII.  Section  11.  will  suiBcientlj 
expkta  and  illustrate  the  20tli  and  2l6t  Minutes.  It  will  be  per* 
ceived,  that  the  32d  Minute  is  founded  on  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  Collectors'  Monthly  Report,  No.  x.  Secood 
Specimen. 

xviii.  The  advantage  of  reading  over  the  Minutes  before .tha 
adjournment  of  the  Committee  is  two- fold : — it  enables  the  Minute 
Secretary  to  correct  any  inaccuracy  in  the.  Rough  Minute  Book ; 
and  it  affords  to  all  who  are  j)re8ent  a  clear  and  succinct  view  of 
t)iB  proceedings. 
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Minutes  of  the  Committee^  in  reference  to  an  Annual  Meeting; 
'  ^  ■  'i    * 

The  preceding  Specimen  and  Observations  will,  itishoped^ 
sufficiently  elucidate  the  Minute  Book,  in  reference  to  all  or- 
dmary  cases,  and  to  Bible  Associations  generally.  But  some 
additional  Resolutions  are  adopted  at  the  Committee-meet- 
ings preceding  a  Public  Distribution,  and  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Association,  or  of  the  Society  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected, to  which  a  more  distinct  reference  is  necessary.  For 
the  reason  already  assigned  (See  Observations  on  No.  ix.),  th^ 
reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  VIII.  Section  III.  for  a  transcript 
of  the  Resolutions  adopted  preparatory  to  a  Public  Distri- 
bution, and  every  other  requisite  information  on  this  subject 
As  the  Ladies*  Branch  of  the  Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock, 
and  Stonehottse,  &c.  Auxiliary  Society,  holds  its  Annual 
Meeting,  and  that  of  all  its  connected  Associations,  conjointly 
with  that  of  the  Auxiliary  Society,  the  following  Minute^ 
have  reference  to  this  arrangement :  but  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  other  cases  will  be  explained  in  the'  subsequent 
Observations. 


DUPLICATE  SPECIMEN  of  tm  MINUTE  BOOK. 

AUUimal  MimUu  mJkpUd  ai  the  CdmmUiee^Afeetingi  freeedifig  th4 
jinmtal  Meeting, 


Ht  the  Monthly  Comiiiittee.Meetlng,  held  on  fhe  loth  of  December,  after 
the  regukr  buaineas  had  been  trmtacted,  it  was  Besolved,-^ 

18S.  That,  pursuant  to  a  lecommendation  of  the  Ladtes*  Branch  Society, 
this  Committee  hold  a  Special  Meeting  on  the  17th  instant,  to  make  arrange- 
ments preparatoiy  to  the  General  Annual  Meeting. 

ISO.  That  the  Trewmrer  be  requested  to  submit  to  the  said  Special  Com- 
nuttee^Meeting,  a  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  to  the  17  th  inst; 
signed  by  the  Auditors^  That  the  Cask  Secretary  be  re<|uested  to  prepare  a' 
similar  account,  distinguishing  the  Free  Contributions  and  Bible  Subscri]^ 
ti'ons.  And  that  the  Biblt  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  a  statement  of 
the  Beceipts  and  Deliveries,  distinguishing  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued 
at  and  under  cost  prices. 

191.  That  the  Minute  Secretary,  with  Mrs.  ^.,  Miss  i?.,  and  Mjsb  e.,  be 
requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  said  Special  Committee  the  dnu|^i 
of  a  Report  to  the  Branch  Society.  ' 


At  a  i^etel  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  hdd  on  the^Tth  of  Deoemb^iw. 

1S9.  The  Treasurer  presented  her  Report,  of  whidi  the  Mowing  ifl.an 
•B  abstract;  viz.  > 

Total Reoeiptafttmi  10th ofJuly to  17th December.    .    .    £.150.7.0 

Paid  to  the  Cash  Secretary  ofthe  Ladies*  Branch.  .  150.0.0 
Dp.,  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  for  Incidental  Jjtpenaes  .  0.7-0 

jt.150.7.0 
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ySfiiifaw  of  the  CkMBmittee,  in  leference  to  an  Annual  Meeting. 


19S.  The  BibkBeoftwyprMented  her  B^poit,  of  which  tiief^^ 
aaahitzacti  Ti» 
BeocdT^i)xMBitl&eLadiei*Bnadi  .......  leeBiUea,  llTTestameiilib 

PeiiTered  at  cost  pqces  •  f  .   S8B8.S9T9. 
'Under  cost  prices.    15         8 

Total*    •    53        s4 
Btockinhand  *    .113        8S 

._ — _  .  .  ie$  •_  117       — - 

And  that  the  said  Stock  ia  mora  than  sufficient  to  aupplj  all  the  Subacriheo 
BOW  on  the  Boq|& 

' .  19A  The  Minute  Seoretaij  presented  the  draught  of  the.  Annual  BepoTC, 
which  having  been  read,  it  was  reeolTed, 

That  the  said  Beport,  with  the  Statemente  of  the  Treasui«r  and  Bihia 
Becretarj,  bereoeiTed,  adopted,  and  transmitted  to  the  Minute  Becreturf  of 
the  Indies*  Branch  Society.   - 

1S5.  The  Cash'  Secretarj  presented  her  Annual  tSummary  ;  ij  which  H 
iqppeactd,  that  the  Total  Beoeipts  have  been, 

InFreeContributicms  •••.•..•  £.77 •   7«( 
InSubsoriptfoasferBIUffandTestanieiita  .     19.19.C 

£.156.  7.0 

And  that  the  Balaaoe  due  to  this  Af1^^^•t*1«  by  tin  Ladies'  Bnmdi  Bodefy 
is  £.68.  8J.  M 

19«.  BesolTod,  That  the  said  sum  of  £.68. 8i.  6i7.  be  presented  to  the 
lisdier  Branch  Bodety,  for  the  general  object  of  the  Britaah  and  Foreian 
Bible  Society.  And  that  a  oopy  of  thia  Besolution  be  transmitted  with  Um 
Annual  Befwrt. 

•  197*  That  the  fidlowmg  Ladies  be  the  Oflloeca  and  Committee  of  thii 
Ajwcjatjop  te  the  ensuing  year;  viz. 

SUM  Af •  JP.  •  «  •  TreasQief* 

Miss  J.  C   .  •  .  Minute  Seci«taiy« 

Mr.  J.M.9F..  .  Caah  Secretary. 

Mim  P. Bible  Secretary. 

Conunitteer 

\Hmr9f9lhw  ihM  Namtt  •/  ik»  Laah».\ 
And  that  a«opy  of  thia  List  be  transmitted  to  the  Minute  Secretary  of  t^ 
Ladies*  Brandt  Sodetr. 

198.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  presented  to  the  Mayor,  ftr 
)a»  Idndnem  in  granting  the  uae  of  the  Council  Chamber ;  and  that  he  be 
nespedttbUy  requested  to  eontinue  the  same  accommodation  during  the 
ensuing  year. 


OB8BRTATIOK8  OK  THX  PRB0BOIV5  ADDITIONAL  MIKaTBS* 

'  XIX.  As  the  public  proceedings  of  Ladies*  Bible  Societies  are 
conducted,  exclusively,  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Committee,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  information  referred 
Co  in  the  preoeding  Minutes  is  transmitted  to  the  Ladies'  Branch 
Societv,  for  the  puipose  of  enabling  the  latter  to  prepare  a  con- 
4iBaad  Beport  of  the  proceedings  and  reaultt  of  all  the  united  Abmh^ 
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Observations  on  the  preceding  Minutes.— Aoekba. 

fiatioosy  which  is  read  at   the  annual  meetiqg  of  the  Auxiliary 
Society* 

XX.  Of  the  preceding  Minutes,  those  numbered  196«  191,  192, 
193,  194,  195,  196,  and  197,  are  equally  applicable  to  Ladies' 
BiMe  Associations  which  hold  their  annual  meetings  independent  of 
those  of  the  Societies  with  which  they  are  connected ;  with  the  fol« 
Jowing  exceptions ;  via. 

1.  In  reference  to  the  Minute  194,  the  Annual  Report,  includ- 
ing the  Cash  and  Bible  statements,  should  be  iransmitted  to 
one  of  the  Secretaries  <^f  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Societyi 
or  to  some  one  of  the  other  Gentlemen  deputed  .by  the  Coun 
mitcee  of  that  Society,  lo  assist  die  Ladies,  and  traasaet  the 
business. 

2.  The  balance  alluded  to  in  the  Minute  195,  will,  of  course, 
be  due  from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society;  and  a  cor«- 
responding  alteration  will  be  necessary  in  the  Minute  196, 
as  well  as  in  those  numbered  192  and  i9d. 

XXI.  Rteolutions  similar  to  the  following  are  also  adopted  by  the 
Committees  of  Ladies*  Associations  which  hold  their  own  Annual 
Meetings,  ai  leasi  a  month  previous  to  such  Meeting ;  and  copies 
of  them  are  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society. 

1.  That  the  Minute  Secretary  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society,  that  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  this 
Association  will  be  held  on. Monday,  the  90th  December,  ai 
12  0* clock;  and  request  the  said  Committee  to  appoint  a 
'deputation  to  engage  and  fit  up  the  place  of  meeting,  abd 
make  the  requisite  arraagemeats. 
S.  That  A.  B.   Esq.  be  invited  U  preside    at  the  Annual 

Meeting. 
,S.  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  invited  to  attend  and  i 
tn  the  procedings ;  viz, 

[^Here  follow  the  names,^    ^ 


NO.  Xn. — AGENDA,  OR  PAPER  OF  mn»NE8a# 

This  Paper,  or  Card,  is  prepared  by  the  Minute^  Secretary,  and 
laid  before  the  Lady  who  presides,  at  every  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, The  several  heads  are  arranged  in  the  order  prescribed 
by  the  8d  By-Law,  and  in  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  the  preceding 
Committee  Meeting : — thus  the  following  Specimen  is  a  transcript 
of  the  Card  prepared  for  the  Second  MeeUng,  the  proceedings  of 

•  The  Reader  will  ftod  thit  subject  amply  illustrated  in  the  Annual  RefKUla 
of  the  Ladies*  BiUe  Societies  of  Litskvool,  MAKcauraa,  and  Pltmouth,  &e. 
These  important  and  highly  interesting  publications  contain  (ha  best  aridenca 
efthebemflcisl  tndaacy  and  cfibctt  of  Iha  syitem. 
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which  conftttute  the  Specimen  of  the  k»t  No«,  and  refert  lo  iho 
Minutes  of  the  first  Committee. 


SPECIMEN. 


COMMITTEE  MEETING,  9tH  Joly. 

1.  ftettd  attd  eonfirm  Minutes  of  the  last  Meethig. 

2.  Call  over  Members'  Names. 

9.  Bosinesaansingoot  of  3d  Minute. 

4.  Ditto  .  ditto  .  ditto  .  5th  ditto. 

5.  Village  of  Oreston  not  included  in  the  Districts. 

6.  Report  9th  General  Hule  complied  with. 
7*  Cash  Secretary's  Mcmthly  Sutettkent. 

8.  Bible  Secretary's  Report. 

9.  Collectors*  Reports  in  order. 

10.  Cash  Secretary's  Report* 

11.  Vote  Remittance  to  Branch  Society. 
1%  Order  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

IS.  Monthly  Extracts. 

14.  Lpan  Stock,  and  Collection  of  Loan  Fund. 

15.  Vote  Loans. 

16.  Admit  Ladies,  proposed  by  CoUectors,  on  Committee. 
'  17.  Appoint  Auditors. 

18.  New  Business. 

19.  Read  over  Minutes,  and  adjourn. 

Officers  to  remam  and  prepare  their  Reports  to  the  Ladies'  Branchy 
or  fix  a  time  for  this  purpose. 


NO.  XIII. — REPORT  BOOK. 

I.  This  Book  is  designed  to  be  a  Register  of  all  the  information 
detailed  in  the  Collectors'  Monthly  Reports,  under  the  head 
**  Facts  and  Observations  ;"  in  order  to  record  them  in  a  more 
permanent  form,  and  to  exhibit,  in  one  connected  series,  the  results 
of  the  Association.  It  is  similar  in  size  to  Na  xi. ;  and,  like  it,  has  a 
marginal  line,  for  the  purpose  of  specifying  the  number  of  the  Dis- 
trict, from  the  Report  of  which  the  extract  is  made. 

IX.  The  advantages  of  this  Registry,  particularly  in  preparing 
the  Annual  Report,  are  evident.  In  these  interestinff  but  unobtru^ 
sive  records,  the  best  evidence  of  the  beneficial  tendency  of  Bible 
Societies  may  be  found, — ^here  the  strongest  proofs  of  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  the  principles  of  the  Parent  Institution  are  discovered, — 
6nd  hence  tne  Collectors  derive  the  greatest  encouragement  to 
perseverance.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  peruse,  with  an  unpre- 
judiced mind,  the  Report  Book  of  a  well-conducted  Bible  Associa- 
tion, without  arriving  at  a  clear  conviction  that  these  Societies  ar^ 
a  national  blessing. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fPer*- V.}  ^   FORMS  ^F  THS  BOOKS  AVD  FAFERS.         45T 

Speciiiien  of  the  Report  Book. 

III.  The  FacU  and  Obeerratioiw  in  the  following  Specimen  are 
selected  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Ladies*  Societies  of  Liver- ' 
pool  and  Manchester.  While  they  illustrate  that  part  of  the  system 
now  under  consideration,  they  will  afford  an  interesting  and  satis- 
factory evidence,  that,  whether  the  seed  has  been  scattered  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tamar,  or  on  those  of  the  Mersey  or  the  Irwel^l^  the 
dews  of  Heaven  have  descended  upon  it,  and  already  produced 
some  prospect  of  that  firuit  on  which  <*  the  Lord  will  command  his 
blessing" 

In  some  Associations,  the  **  Facts  and  Observations'*  of  the  pre- 
ceding month  are  read  a  second  time  from  the  Report  Book,  at 
the  following  Committee-meeting,  as  part  of  the  minutes  to  be 
confirmed*  Where  thne  admits,  Uiis  practice  may  prove  beneficial 
and  encouraging,  especially  if  there  be  a  more  numerous  attend- 
ance of  the  members.  Local  convenience  will,  however,  be  the 
best  guide,  in  this  and  some  others  j>f  the  minor  details. 

SPECIMEN, 

[Supposed  to  occupy  three  Pages  of  the  Beport  Book.] 

Committu-Meeiingy  lOM  Septemheri  1819. 

BisTmiCT    Upon  inquiry  whj  one  of  the  girls  in  the  Caledonian  School 

8«     was  behind  her  chtM  m  religious  knowledge,  the  ftct  waa  ascertained, 

that  the  was  the  tnly  girl  in  the  School  whose  parents  were  destitute 

of  the  Bible.    May  we  hot  hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant^  when, 

through  the  medium  of  the  Bible  Society,  the  chiMnn  in  all  our 

schools,  private  as  well  as  public,  shall  be  equally  well  provided  ? 

niST.    '  The  poor  continue  to  subscribe  with  cheerfialness,  and  with  in- 

8.      creased  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  collectors,  who  have  received 

many  applications  from  districts  yet  unvisited.     We  have  some  grati- 

ffing  reason  to  hope  that  we  have  been  made  the  means  of  restorinff 

fbur  unfortunate  6males  to  the  paths  of  vbtue. 

DisT.      Our  Bible  Subscribers,  as  well  as  Free  Contributora,  increase 
15.    monthly.    We  have  an  addition  of /<9r#y./Mir  this  month.     We  fie- 
quently  find  the  subscribers  waiting  for  us  in  the  streets  \  and  many 
give  three  times  as  much  as  when  tiiey  begsn. 

niST.  The  popnlation  of  this  district  consists  principally  of  Welsh 
17.  kbourers,  and  the  lower  classes  of  Irish  Catholics,  of  whom  by  fi^  the 
natter  proportion  were  found  destitute  of  the  Scriptures;  yet,  with 
WW  exceptions,  willing  to  provide  themselves,  by  means  of  small 
weekly  subscriptions:  these  have  been  paid  with  great  regularity, 
and  in  general  with  as  much  cheerfulness  As  the  collectors  tfeceived 
them ;— "  thoT  fKwerty  abounding  i6  the  rithet  of  their  UberaKfy," 

nrsT.  We  were  much  affected  by  the  remarks  of  a  man,  who  has  a  ftmily 
9%  of  ten  children,  and  who  contributes  a  pennj  a-week.  "  I  often 
think,"  said  he,  *'  how  pleasant  it  must  be  in  Heaven,  to  point  out 
the  person  who  was  the  cause  of  my  becoming  possessed  of  a  Bible ; 
and  to  SRy,  it  was  that  Lady  who  first  gave  me  a  Bible,  and  it  was 
that  Bible  which  brought  me  here  I'* 
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Spedmen  of  the  Report  Book. 


]>i8T.      There  IS  a  general  improTemeiit  visiWe  in  the  oonduot  of  thm^  who 

.S&    have  been  supplied  with  Bibles* 

The  Bible  Subscriben  in  our  district,  being  infomed  of  the  deep 
distress  of  a  £unilj  in  the  neighbourhood,  yoluntariJty  united  their 
exertions  to  ftinush  their  hsbitstion  with  necesnries.  They  dothed 
the  whole  fiunilj,  sent  the  children  to  school,  and  inrited  them  to 
come  daily  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  subscriben,  to  hear  the  Scrip- 
tures read. 

DiST.  On  our  asking  a  poor  woman  who  had  obtained  a  Bible,  bj  ber 
30i  child's  subscribing  a  penn j  weeklj,  how  she  liked  it,  she  said,  "'  Yerj- 
much  indeed !  I  return  jou  man  j  thanks  for  it :  had  I  known  what  a 
blessing  the  Bible  was,  I  should  not  have  been  so  long  without  it." 
Her  husband,  who  was  preriouslj  a  careless  and  abandoned  chaiacMr, 
had  been  carefiillj  reading  it,  and  had  nerer  since  qpent  an  erening 
from  home.  She  then  exclaimed,  ^  What  a  mercy,  that  by  a  cliild*e 
paying  only  a  penny  a-week,  it  should  become  such  a  Messing  to 
Us  fiiQier !"  

Ommittee^eUmgf  %th  of  OeUker^  \%\% 

About  two  years  aflo,  Mary  M— — >  an  Irishwoman,  fifty  years  of 
sge,  applied  to  one  or  your  collectors  to  be  tauoht  to  read.  If  oyer 
poverty  wss  personified,  it  was  in  Bfsry.  Bemg  almost  blind,  she 
thankfiiUy  receiTed  a  pair  of  spectacles,  being  certain  that  with  these 
htlpi  U  read  she  should  soon  become  a  scholar.  In  consequence  of  a 
fidl  received  some  months  before,  she  was  lame,  and  unable  to  earn  a 
shilling.  Theideaof  setting  a  stitch  into  her  ra^;ed  dirty  garments 
had  never  enters4  her  head.  Qntitude  for  instruction  soon,  how. 
ever,  induced  a  change.  Mary's  natund  shrewdness  and  close  appli- 
cation soon  enabled  her  to  read  the  Testsment  One  veiy  snowy  day, 
with  an  animated  countenance,  she  entered  the  school-room  on  her 
crutches  {  and  immediately,  as  her  custom  waa,  laid  her  shoes  on  the 
top  of  the  fire  to  dry.  When  told  that  she  hsd  better  not  have  cone 
so  fior  through  the  snow,  while  so  ill,  ^*  Aye,**  said  she,  ^  so  the  nei^ 
hours  said;  and  all  along  by  the  brick-fields  they  were  at  the  ceUar- 
heads,  Uuffhing  at  me :  but  I  tkmot  *em  the  nice  Testament,  and  uUt 
'em  they'd  have  more  raiam  to  laugh  if  they  could  read  in  it  like 
me.*'  Msry  was  afterwards  absent  for  some  weeks ;  and  her  little  girl 
Gsme  to  the  school,  with  **"  Mrs.  M— 's  compliments  to  Lady  — ,  and 
she  had  been  six  weeks  in  the  Infirmsry ;  but  was  getting  on  flbnely 
with  her  Testament"  The  teadier  cslled  shortly  afterwards  at  her 
house,  to  ask  if  die  were  better :  her  husband  came  to  the  door,  and 
the  little  giri  at  the  same  moment  returned  from  the  Infinaary. 
'*  How  is  your  mother?**  "^  A  deal  better,**  ssid  the  child;  '\  she 
hopes  to  be  out  soon.**  *'  What  does  she  do  in  the  Infinnary  ?** 
**  O,  nothing  at  all,  but  read  in  the  Testsment  to  herself  and  the  other 
women :  she  has  read  it  all  through."  ^  That's  what  she  did  afora 
ever  she  went,**  said  the  husband.  "^  She  was  fond  of  it  then,  I 
suppose  t  did  it  do  her  good,  think  ye  ?"  ^'  Good  !**  said  he,  **  tLje^ 
nothing  pleased  her  afore ;  she  wss  grumbling  all  day :  but  since  she 
got  to  resding  the  Testament,  she  has  been  quite  content  and  ha])py.** 
A  few  weeks  ago  Mary  returned  from  the  Infinnary ;  and  has  nnce 
attended  the  school,  comparatively  neat  and  dean,  and  veiy  thankfiil* 
The  Testament^  which  had  been  lent  for  dghteen  monthly  and  which» 
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to  use  her  aim  ezpreiiioos,  iha  had  ^  icid  twte  throuf^  and  all  up 
anddoini,**  had  not  a  soiled  leaf  in  it,  when,  with  legiet,  she  took  out 
of  it  her  marriage  and  other  certificates,  to  exchange  it  fo  a  hurge 
Bible  given  her  bj  the  Branch  Committee. 

CmmittM^Mtetingy  ISM  t/ymnmherj  1819. 

nisT.      There  ii  a  visible  improrement,  both  in  the  manners  of  the  inha- 

6.     hitants  of  this  district,  and  the  clfanlinwi  of  their  abodes.    We  axe 

always  welcomed  with  smiles ;  andjn  general,  the  money  is  laid  read/ 

fo  us,  and  paid  with  manj  thaxucs  and  bleasmgs  fbr  our  trouUe  in 

calling. 

DisT.  At  the  establishment  of  the  Association,  we  called  at  the  houae  of  a 
8.  poor  woman,  who  began  to  subscribe  fbr  a  Bible  finr  her  ssn  a 
depraved,  wicked  man.  A  short  time  ago  we  inquired  of  her,  ^  Who. 
ther  her  son  had  benefited  bj  reading  the  Bible  ?**  She  replied, 
**  That  he  was,  in  consequence  of  perusmg  it,  become  quite  an  altefed 
character ;  that  he  now  went  vegiUarlj  to  churdi;  and  was  heoone  a 
teacher  in  a  Sunday  SchooL" 
nisT.  The  collector,  in  her  first  weekly  visits,  felt  much  distressed, 
SI*  owing  to  a  number  of  butchers,  who  came  to  sell  meat  to  the  poor 
every  Monday  morning,  completely  blockading  her  way  with  their 
carts,  and  swearing,  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  aoainst  ^  this  Bible 
work.**  After  wome  time,  however,  when  they  saw  her  coming  up  the 
street,  if  they  were  in  the  way,  she  heard  the  pleasing  address  of— 
^  You  csn  pass  here,  Madam.**  In  a  few  we^  more  they  began  to 
wheel  their  banows  round,  that  she  might  pass;  and,  at  lenffth,  one 
of  them,  xemaikable  for  dnmkemntti  and  swfearimfi  said  to  his  com- 
panion, **  Come  now,  she  deserves  encouragement,  she  comes  so 
xegulaxiy ;  she  $hail  have  something.  Here,  Mistress,  you  shall  have 
threepence  a-week  firom  me.** — An  old  subscriber,  hearing  this,  ob. 
served,  '*  Yes,  SamueT;  but  the  lady  will  now  talk  to  you,  if  you  are 
drunk  when  die  comes.**  On  which  he  said,  he  woiUd  try  to  keep 
sober  till  after  she  had  been :  and  the  collector  has  great  pLeasure  in 
stating,  that  he  has  kept  his  word  ever  since ;  nor  htt  she  hesrd  sne 
oath  among  them.— .In  addition  to  the  above,  the  collector  can  bear  her 
fttrther  testimony  to  the  continued  improvement  of  Samuel ;  as  the 
money  formerly'  appropriated  to  the  indulgmce  of  his  pernicious 
hidiits  is  now  careftilly  saved  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  an  aged 
mother. 

9XST.  Being  earnestly  solicited  to  call  at  the  house  of  two  poor  widows, 
94^  residinff  in  an  unvisited  district,  we  did  so,  and  recdved  their  names  as 
Bible  Subscribers.  One  of  them,  a  most  interesting  woman,  very  finr 
advanced  in  years,  told  us,  while  the  tears  trickled  down  her  cheeks, 
that  she  wss  most  anxious  to  receive  a  Bible,  that  she  might  leave  it 
as  a  parting  gift  to  her  grandson.  She  hoped  a  blessing  would  slways 
attend  the  collectors  in  their  weekly  viato;  **'  for  the  Ladies*  BiUe 
Association  was  the  best  thing  for  the  poor  that  had  ever  been 
thou^t  o£** 

>o^<xxxx>o^ooooo< 

Na  Xiy, — SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  SUMMONS. 

In  order  to  secure  the  punctual  attendanee  of  the  membera  at  the 
regular  Monthly  Committee-meetings,  it  is  very  desirable  that  no 
Mtraordmary  sittings  be  held,  except  when  really  necessary.    Tbat 
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tech  meetings  are  occasionally  requisite,  the  instance  adduced  in  the 
Duplicate  Specimen  of  No.  xi.  is  a  sufficient  evidence ;  *and  it,  is 
obrioiis  that  other  circumstances  may  occur  to  render  them  expe- 
dient. These  Notices  are  issued  by  the  Minute  Secretary;  and 
should  be  delivered,  if  possible,  two  or  three  days  previous  to  that 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  precise  object  of  which  should 
always  be  specified,  

SPECIMEN, 

CHABLES*  LADIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION, 


Madax,  Plymouth,  ISth  of  Dee.  1819.    "' 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Committee  will  he  held  on 
Fridoy  next,  the  \ltk  of  December^  at  Eleven  o'clock  preciselj,  f§r  the 
fmrpoM  of  taking  Mf  CMMdermtwn  a  eemmumcutum  fvm  Iht  hmAvti 
Branchy  and  making  the  requisite  arrangementt  for  tke  jfnnuat  Meeting  s 
when  the  fkvour  of  your  attendance  is  requested. 

J.  C    .    .    .    Minute  Secretaxy. 

Tke  Books  and  Papen  appertaimng  to  the  depairtnient  of 
the  Cash  Secretary,  are — 

NO^  XY. — THE  CASH  BOOK« 

I.  This  book  is  designed  to  contain  all  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  the  Association,  and  should  be  used  exclusively  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  ruled  in  different  forms,  in  order  that  the  several  accounts  may 
be  kept  in  the  most  clear  and  convenient  manner.  In  some.  Asso- 
ciationg,  the  cash  accpunt  with  the  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society  is 
kept  by  the  Bible  Secretary,  and  a  few  pages  of  her  book  are  ruled 
for  this  purpose.  But  such  a  plan  is  alike  inconvenient  and  unne- 
cessary, and  has  been  productive  of  injurious  effects  in  several  in- 
stances.  The  duties  of  the  Bible  Secretary  are  distinct  and  specific, 
and  have  no  reference  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Society. 

II.  A  blank  page  is  left,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Cash  Book,  for 
an  Index  to  the  several  accounts,  of  which  the  followuig  is  a  tran- 
script :  ^^^ 

INDEX.  Folio.   ■ 

'      Monthly  Receipts  from  the  Collectors,  &c.  •'...•      1  ^ 

Treasurer's  Account  with  the  Association 101 

Aocoant  with  the  Ladies'  Branch  Society* 121 

Account  of  Incidental  Expenses 141 

Annuri  Summary  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  .  .  .  181 

III.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Association  selected  as  an 
example,  is  supposed  to  have  been  established  in  June,  and  that  its 
iwt  p^ular  Monthly  Committee-meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  of 

•  Or  «*  wllh  the  Auxilla^  Society,"  or  "  Bmnch  Socb^/* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


StCT.  t:]  FORMtf  6P  THE  B60Kft  AND  tKfEUS,  181 

-■  ■ .  ■  •     'f  i^aefa^aBae 

Obseryations  on  the  Cash  Book. 

r 

July.  Bat  local  circumstances  rendering  it  desirable  that  tiie 
Annual  General  Meetings  of  the  Society  with  which  it  is  connected 
shall  be  held  in  December,  the  accounts  in  all  the  following  Spieci* 
mens  are  made  up  to  that  period.  The  Jirst  **  Annual  Report^  of 
this  Association  consequently  embraces  half  a  year ;  but  its  subs^' 
quent  Reports  and  Statements  will  of  course  include  the  full  period 
of  twelve  months. 

IV.  In  some  Associations,  the  Cash  Secretary  deducts  the  amomit 
of  incidental  expenses  from  the  money  paid  in  by  the  CoVectors, 
and  hands  over  the  balance  to  the  Treasurer.  This  plan  is  attended 
with  many  disadvantages,  and  is  inconsistent  with  the  strict  letter 
of  the  5th  Rule  of  the  Association,  which  specifically  states,  that 
the  whole  of  the  contributions  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer.  The 
following  mode  is,  therefore,  respectfully  but  strongly  reoom* 
riiended,  not  only  as  being  more  consonant  with  the  regulation 
alluded  to,  but  as  being  the  more  simple,  and  attended  with  the 
least  trouble.  The  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  a  quarterly  account 
of  Incidental  Expenses  (See  Fourth  Specimen),  which  is  disdlatged 
by  the  Treasurer,  after  a  regular  ResolmioB  of  the  Comauttee  to 
that  effect. 

V.  As  the  whole  of  the  heading  of  ekck  account  cannot,  wMi 
propriety,  be  printed,  for  the  reasons  already  assigned  in  referaoce 
to  the  Collecting  Book,  the  Ca9h  ^cretary  should  insert  the  parts 
printed  in  Italics.  The  whole  of  the  books  are  so  prepared,  as  to 
save  trouble,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  Officers  and  CoHectors. 

VI.  The  First  SpsoiNfEN  exhibits  the  original  eiftry  of  the 
aggregate  Monthly  Collections,  and  forms  t]iel>asis  of  all  the  subse- 
quent accounts  and  calculations.  Particular  care  should  therefore 
b'e  taken,  that  the  sums  are  correctly  and  legibly  inserted,  and  tl»8t 
the  additions  are  checked  by  the  Bible  Secretary.  The  ^rst  half 
of  the  Cash  Book  should  be  ruled  according  to  this  pattern,  as  the 
statement  of  the  original  receipts  should  precede  every  other 
account.  In  this  Specimen  the  receipts  of  two  months  only  are 
exhibited,  as  being  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  system  ;  but  the  Cash  • 
Book  is  so  constructed  as  to  contain  the  entries  of  six  months  on 
each  double  folio. 

'Vfi.  The  Association  in  question  embraces  a  population  of 
about  10,000,  and  was  originally  divided  into  thirty-two  districts, 
td  which  six  others  have  been  subsequently  added.  As,  however, 
the  Specimen  is  a  complete  transcript  of  the  Cash  Bo^,  it  will  be 
evident  that  the  Monthly  Receipts  of  an  Association  divided  into 
thirty-two,  or  any  smaller  number  of  Districts,  may  be  eatefed  en 
one  folio  instead  of  two.  Blanks  may  be  left  between  the  last 
District  No.  and  the  <<  Visitors,'*  for  any  DiitricU  which  may  be 
hereafter  added  to  the  Association. 

viiK  The  nawMi  of  the  Viutgm  (S^e  Obttmfaiim-u  ea  iks  Jab. 
Lawst  Section  IIL)  being  insertei^in  the  list  of  the  Committee,  m 
the  Minute  Book,  their  No.  only,  in  order  of  edmiseion,  i«.ei|(ered 
here.    Their  collecting  books  and  bags  are  inscribed  accordisgly. 
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IX.  The  word  ** Colleciion'*  refers  to  the contribationi  received. 
•t  the  doorsy  at  the  dose  of  the  General  Meetings;  which,  of  coiine» 
should  he  entered  under  the  head  of  **  Free,"  as  reported  and  paid 
in  by  the  Cask  Secretary,  at  the  Committee  succeecung  such  Gene- 
cal  Meetinff. 

.  X.  A  reference  to  the  Observations  on  No*vi.  will  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  words  ''  Bible  Secretary's  Transfers^*  at  the  foot  of 
tkis  Spramen ;  and  will  likewise  shew  that  this  entry  is  unneoessaijr 
where  two  or  more  Assodations  are  not  connected  under  one  Auxi* 
liary  <Mr  Branch  SocieQr* 

XI.  It  will  be  perceired  that  the  Collectors  of  District  No.  10 
did  not  present  any  report  to  the  Committee-meeting  in  August. 
Id  this  case  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Minute  Secretary  to  send 
them  a  coot  of  the  Resolution  transcribed  in  Observation  xi ii.  cm 
No.  XI.  llie  importance  ot  regular  and  correct  Monthly  Reports 
etanot  be  too  strongly  enforced;  and  notlung  more  decisively  indi- 
cates the  decline  of  an  Association^  than  inattention  to  this  duty. 
Mimy  causes  may  prevent  the  personal  attendance  of  a  Collector  at 
m Committee  mocttng — ^though this  isalways  to  be  deplored :  but  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  a  case  of  inability  to  send  her  report  and  bag . 
to  one  of  htf  Colkagues,  cv  to  the  Secretaries. 

XII.  The  SacoND  Spxcimxn  is  little  mora  than  a  diq>licate  of  the 
account  in  theTREASURER*s  Book  (No.  xxii.);  but  the  advantages  of 
SBch  a  duplicate  are  evident,  not  only  in  case  of  the  Treasurer's 
absence,  but  because  the  Cash  Secretary  should  always  possess  vok , 
accurate  knowled^  of  the  state  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the 
Association.    It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  entries  on  Uie  d^it- 
side  of  this  account  are  tne  respective  monthly  aggregate  receipts 
from  the  district  collectors.     Some  Associations  open  another 
account,  with  the  **  Cash  Secretary  :*'  but  this  additional  trouble  i»- 
rendered  wholly  unnecessary,  b^  the  sraaration  of  the  **  Free  Con- 
tributions/' and  *'  Bible  Subscriptions,    as  in  this  Specimen.    The 
only  account  required  with  the  Cash  Secretary  is  that  of  **  Inci* 
dental  Expenses  ;'*  as  she  pays  over  ike  whoie  of  the  Monthly  Re- 
ceipts to  the  Treasurer,  at  her  earliest,  convenience  after  every 
Committee-meeting. 

XIII.  The  Thisd  Spbcimev  is  a  dijqilicate  of  the  account  which 
is.  kept  by  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Ladies*  Branch  Society.*  The 
advantages  of  it  are  similar  to  those  just  adverted  to.  By  adding 
together  the  Monthly  Balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
of  the  Branch  Society,  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Association  ia 
instantly  ascertained.  It  will  be  observed,  b^  the  last  entry  on  the 
credit  side  of  this  account,  that  the  Committee,  at  the  meeting 
iounediiuely  preceding  the  Annual  Meeting,  voted  ike  wkeie  of  the 
balance  then  itaird'pg  at  their  credit  to  the  Branch  Society»  **  for 

y  '^  dr.  hmftrtace'to  Aiiodslioiift  ^o#  that  eonneotcd,  liytiM  SscraCtpk  of 
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the  general  object  ixf the  Britiah  aod  Foragn  Bible  Society;"  having 
previoualyescertained,  by  the  Report  of  the  Bible  Secretary,  that 
the  stock  <if  Bibles  and  Testaments  on  hand  was  adequate  to  the 
supply  of  all  the  subscribers  then  on  the  books.  This,  the  author 
would  respectfully  submit,  is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation;  and 
he  gladly  embraces  this  opportunity,  of  bearing  his  feeble  testimony 
to  Uie  liberalitv  and  zeal  or  the  numerous  Ladies'  Bible  Associationa 
which  have  thus  contributed  to  the  funds,  and  increased  the  use- 
fulness  of  the  Parent  Institution.    Amongst  these,  the  Associations 

of  COLCHXSTSR,  SOUTHWABK,  SOUTHAMPTON,  RbADIMO,  PoOIOI^ 

WasTMiNSTiR,  LivaBPooL,  EmNBURoa,  EzBTSR,  Plymouth, 
and  Hackney,*  with  several  of  minor  importance,  demand  honou- 
rable  mention ;  and>  if  many  others  have  not  yet  found  themselves  at 
liberty  to  transmit  a  portion  of  their  funds  for  the  same  great  object, 
it  is  because  their  load  necessities  have  required  a  more  exclusive 
appropriation  of  them..  In  proportion  as  these  wants  shall  be  suup- 
plied,  BO  will  their  interest  in  the  general  and  foreign  object  of  the 
Society  be  manifested ;  and  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  the 
pnmarjf  claim  on  Bible  Associations  is  urged  from  the  habitationB 
of  Ottr  own  desiiiuiepoor.  Let  these,  then,  be  Jirsi  supplied;  lei 
the  heavenly  beam,  reflected  from  the  ucred  page,  irradiate  the  cot- 
tages of  our  native  land :  but  let  it  still  be  remembered,  that  the 
snuliest  Bible  Association  is  a  constituent  part  of  that  Society^ 
whose  field  of  labour  is  thb  wobld  ;  and  that  the  light  of  Reve- 
lation must  shine  on  ^<  the  dark  places  of  the  earthy**  and  illuminate 
every  shore  of  every  land,  before  its  object  shall  be  accomplished. 

XIV.  The  account,  of  which  the  Foubth  Spbcimbm  is  a  transcript, 
is  made  up  quarterly.  The  Cash  Secretary  presents  a  copy  of  the 
D'.  side  to  the  Committee;  and  a  Resolution  similar  to  the  follow- 
ing is  adopted ;  viz : — 

<<  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Cash  Secretary 
the  sum  of  Ss.  6^.,  .being  the  amount  of  her  disbursements  for  the 
Association  during  the-last  three  months." 

XV.  The  advantases  of  the  Summary,  which  constitutes  the  Fifth 
Specimen,  are  evident,  especially  in  reference  to  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Association,  and  as  exhibiting  at  orie  view  its  com- 
parative advance  of  declension.  As  this  Association  is  supposed 
to  have  been .  established  in  June,  and  to  hold  its  Annual  Meeting 
in  December,  blanks  are  necessarilv  left  opposite  to  the  first  six 
months,  in  this  summary,  which  will  be  avoided  in  future. 

••*  A  few  blank  pages  are  left  at  the  end  of  the  Casli  Book,  for  ai^ 
remarks  or  additional  statements  that  the  Cash  Secretary  may 
wish  to  make. 

•  It  would  b«  uBJiMl  to  omit  ttstiiifr  tbst  th*  HAecmtr  Liidici*  Awristlao, 
•fiililu|itd  in  July  IS18,  hat  alrwdy  opntribuud  ikrm  kvndred  and  Jjfly 
poundi  In  aid  of  tfio  gtntral  porpotot  of  tbo  Pannit  Inatitutioii,,  h^ddm  f^ 
fajing  two  kyHdrei  poondt  ia^iq^Jyiag  tbs  kcsl  wsnts  eiUho  hUf  tcKptom. 
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FIRST  SPECIMEN 

OP  THE 

MOKTHLY  SECEIFTS  FKOM  THE  DISTRICT  COLLECTOSS. 
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2.   1.   0 

.    1.   4 

.  3.   9 

.   5.    1 

15. 

.10.    2 

.   0.11 

.11.    1 

.6.6 

.   3.   5 

.   9.11 

16. 

1.13.   6 

.5.2 

1.18.   8 

.   0.   6 

.   7.   9 

.   8.   3 

u. 

.    8.    7 

.    0.    1 

.   8.    8 

.6,10 

.   0.    2 

.    7.   0 

18. 

.16.    6 

.    5.    4 

1-    1.10 

.    4.1G 

.    8.    5 

.13.   3 

19. 

1.   2.   4 

.    0.    4 

1.    2.   8 

.19.   5 

.    2.   0 

I.    1-   5 

«0. 

5.    0.    8 

.    5.    5 

5.    6.    1 

1.11.    1 

.   4.   0 

1.15.    1 

•1. 

.11.   4 

.    2.   6 

.13.10 

.    2.   4 

.10.    7 

.12.11 

•     as.  . 

.   5.    8 

.    3.   0 

.   6.   8 

.    4.   8 

.10.   4 

.15.   0 

23. 

.16.10 

.    3.   0 

•19.10 

.    4.    6 

.10.    1 

.14.    7 

«      24.. 

1.13.  0 

.   0.   3 

1.14.   0 

.    2.   4 

.    1.   3 

.   3.    7 

36. 

.  0.   0 

.    I.   3 

.    1.   3 

.    0.   4 

.   3.11 

.   4.   3 

36. 

.    2.11 

.    2.   6 

.   5.   5 

.    2.   2 

.   8.  9 

.10.11 

27. 

.   0.    8 

.    1.11 

.   2.   7 

.10.    5 

.15,  5 

I.   5.10 

28. 

.   0.   6 

.    3.   9 

.   4.    3 

.    0.   S 

.   4.   6 

.  4.   9 

29. 

.     .    5.    2 

.    0.   8 

.5.10 

.    0.   8 

.    1.    8 

.   1.11 

SO. 

1.18.    8 

.    7.   0 

2.  5.  8 

.    1.   5 

.   4.   4 

.   5.   9 

31. 

.    5.    6 

.   0.    7 

.   6.    1 

.    1.   0 

.   3.   2 

.   4.    2 

32. 

.   0.    2 

.   0.   6 

.  0.   8 

.    2.    S 

.    2.   0 

.    4.   3 

fhiiorKa.!. 

•       . 

•      . 

.   9.    8 

, 

.    9.   8 

rmtorNo.^. 

Total  .  . 

36.15.  6 

3.12.   0 

40.   7.*  6 

9.   4.    1 

8.   9.Tl 

17.14.   0 

Digitized  by 


Google 


..TO 


TOUMBUm  nU  BMMK0  AND  FAFBRl. 


Seetmi  Specimen  of  the  Cash  Book. 


SECOND  SPECIMEN 

OF  TBS 

TttB  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  ASSOCIATION.  * 

[To  occupy  from  Folio  101  to  Folio  ISa] 

' ^ [ ' nji 

D'-     The  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Charles*  Association.     C\ 


10J«/y 


91  ... 
l«.4Mi; 


51  ••• 


fOet, 


31  ••• 


90  . 
10J9m. 


To  Cath  .  • .  FrM  •  < 
For  BibUi  . 


£.    «.    d. 

96.15.   6 

5.19 


£. 
Balanctmkand,. 
Cath  • , .  Fr§€  . . 

C«4    ...  Free.. 
For  BibUs . . 

£. 

BaUmeeinktmd.. 

Ouk  ...  Fri9*. 

For  Biblei .  • 

Balance  in  hand.. 

Cash  .  .  •  Free  • . 

ForMbUe  .. 

Balance  m  hand .  • 

CVi«A  • . .  Free  . . 

jFtfr  .Bi6lcf  • . 

£. 


40.    7, 


O  31 


10.  7.  6 
9.  4.  1 
8.   9.11 


28.    1.  6 


38.  1.  6 
1I.19.  S 
19.18.   1 


59.18.   9 


9.15.  5 
5.  7.    1 

11.  5.  8 


26.   8.  0 


1  .   8.  O 

9.  8 

17.17.  0 


28.15.  9 


1.15.   9 

4. IS. 11 

11.16.10 


18.  5.    6 


1819 
llJuly 


By  Payment  toBranch  50 
Balance  in  hand.. 
£. 


Sljiug, 


\9Sepi. 

50  ... 

II  Oct. 

51  .... 


leNm, 


9  50 


llDec 
17  .- 


40.  7.  6 


Balance  in  hand  .. 


28 .   1 .  6 


28  .   1 .  f 


Payment  to  Branch 
D*.  ioCcuhSeeretary 
Balance  in  hand  .• 

£. 

Payment  to  Brattch 


SO.  0.  p 

.  5.  6 

9.15.  5 


59.18.   9 


Payment  to  llfttiidl|27 
Jfalance  m  hand  •  • 

£. 

Payment  to  Branch 
D*.  to  Cdih  Secretary 


£.     9.  d. 
•  0.  o 
10.  7.  5 


25.  q.  0 
L  8.  O 


£.2#.   8.   O 


28.15.   9 


£.  tS.  5.  6 


17IA  Z>tfCMi6«r,  1819— 

{*a/^r<f  over  vfith  the  Treaturer't  Book^  W.  Y.  J  Auditore.  ' 

and  found  correct.  A.  Z*S 


H  H 
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tAt>lfe«*^  ItlthB  SOCIBTns.  *     [CH^AP.  Wti ' 


ThM  Specimen  of  the  Cash  Book. 


THIRD  SPECIMEN 

OFTHB 

•THE  ACCOUNT  BETWEEN  THE  ASSOCIATION  AND  THR 
LADIES'  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

[To  occupy  from  FoBo  191  to  Folio  140.1 
121 


D',  The  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Pfymauih,  t^c.  Auxiliary  Societj.  C. 

1819. 

£.     9.d 

1819. 

. 

£.  e.€L 

11,  Jkly 

90.  0.0 

lAJtU^ByBibles.ie.as'f'l 
/fwotce.  No.  1.  5 

97.  €.0 

\ 

£. 

Balance  due  •  •  •  • 
BaUmeedue  .... 

ZlAug. 
l4SejH» 

Balance 

£ 

Balance  due  «... 

Bihles,  tc.as^'l 
Invoice,  No.  S.  I 

9.14.0 

90.  0.0 

90.  0.0 

91  ... 

S  .14.0 

2.14  0 

tl)dug. 

9  .14.0 

I.  5.7 

ISSept. 

C8«A  Y-  Trcaturer 

50.  0.0 

16... 

DUto^DUto^NoJS. 

.11.6 

90  ... 

J>UloYDitto,No.4. 

7.16.7 

BaUmoe due.  ... 

90... 
16  Oct. 

Balance  due  • .  •  • 

£. 

Bibles,  ic  asf-X. 

Invoice,  No.  5.  i 

49.  0.4 

52.14.0 

59.14.0 

90  ••• 

49.  0.4 

6.  9.0 

11  Oct. 

Cash  yf-  Treasurei^ 

U.  0.0 

99... 

Ditto  YDiito,No.e. 

0.  6.8 

£. 

BHance  due  •  • .  . 

91  . . . 
\9N<n> 

Balance  due  .... 

£. 

Bibles,  ic.  as  ^l 
Invoice,  No.  7. 3 

61.  4.8 

68.  0.4 

68.  0.4 

31  ... 

61.  4.8 

20.  5.9 

18^«v. 

Cash  Y  Treasurer 

97.  O.C 

96... 

Ditto^Ditto^NoS, 

17.10.5 

i. 

Balance  due 

Cash  v>  Treasurer 

90... 
It  Dec. 

Balance  due  .... 

£. 

VoteforGenlOb-} 
feet  of  British  and} 
For.  BiUe  Society  .^ 

£. 

50.  8.6 

88.  4.8 

88.  4.8 

90... 
lll>ee. 

50.  8.6 
18.  0.0 

68.  6.6 

.  £ 

68.  8.6 

68.  8.6 

17M  December,  1819—  V^*  K. ; 

Bsamined  and  found  correct.        ^  ji.  Z%\ 


Auditers* 


•  In  other  Bible  AHoeietioiii,  tbii  account  will  be  between  the  Anociation 
•oA  the  Aiix9iai7  (or  Bnmcb)  Society  with  which  it  is  coonected. 
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MCfT.  V.}'   *     FORMS  OF  THS  BOOKS  AND  PAPSKS. 


iSf" 


F0uHh  Specimen  of  the  Cash  Book. 


FOURTH  SPECIMEN 

OVTHB 

THE  CASH  SECRKTARV«S  ACCOUNT  OP  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

•     [To  occupy  from  Folio  Ml  to  Folio  180.] 

14^1 
D'.      I1ie  Cash  Secretary  of  the  Charles'  Bible  Association.       Cr. 


1819 
136^. 


Recetvedfrom  TrMawrtr  \ 
^  VaU  rf'CQmmiUm    $ 


ITJhe. 


£.s.d' 
0.3.6 


Receivedfrom  ISrtaamrtr  \ 
^  Vote  if  Committee    \ 


0  3.6 


0.3.6 


lbl9. 
A  July 
U 

10  iS^. 


PoBtage    

Me98enger 

Papor  and  Pens 

Gratuity  to  Servant  for  f 
cleaning  Committee- > 
Room 3 


0.3.6 


0.0.  6 
0.0.  8 
0.1.  4 

0.1.  0 


1  Oct.  Paid  fir  nem  CoHeeting  > 

8  . . .    Pottage 
1 1  Nov.  Porterage  qf  Parcel . 
VHDee^Gratrnty  to  Servant  , 


0.3.  6 


0.1.  4 


0.0;  4- 
0.0.10 
0.1.  0 


0.3.  6 


*«*  It  will  readily  he  perceived,  that  this  account  does  not  include  the  In- 
ddental  Expenses  attending  the  ettabliehmeni  of  the  Association,  for  books, 
papers,  Ac.  These  were  defrayed  by  the  Auxiciaet  Society ;  and  the  author 
respectftilly  recommends  a  similar  mode  of  proceeding  in  all  such  cases. 
This  judick>us  and  well-timed  liberality  relieves  the  funds  of  the  infant  Assq. 
elation,  and  strengthens  the  bonds  which  unite  it  to  its  immediate  Parent  In- 
stitution. 

But  it  should  be  distinctly  understood,  that  this  act  of  liberality  cannot  be 
repeated ;  and  that  aU  subtequent  expenses  must  be  defrayed  out  ^  the 
regular  ^nds  of  the  Association,  the  Conomittee  of  which  should  be  early 
taught  to  depend  on  their  own  resources  exdudvely. 


H  H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


468^ 


hMHvtf  BiMUB  aoeiirw. 


[ctf^r«Tii^^ 


J^M  Spedmoi  of  the  Cash  Bo^k. 


FIFTH  SPECIMEN 

ANNUAli  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
[To  occupy  from  Folio  181  to  Folio  lOO.] 


181                                       ANNUAL  SUMMARY.                                                    j 

AMOUNT  RECIEVXD.                  1 

1819. 
Months. 

Free 
Contribu- 
tions. 

For  Bibles 
&  Testa. 

ments. 

TotaL 

Amou«t 
paid  to  the 
•  Branch. 

Amount  of 
Bibles,  &c. 
received. 

Amount 
voted  for 
Geneml 
Object 

Ajpount 

oflnci. 

dental 

BspeiiMs. 

£.      B.        d. 

£.      M.      d. 

£.      s.    d. 

£.     0.    d. 

£.    «.    d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.   «.   A 

Tanuanr   .  . 

February.  . 

March  .  .  . 

April  .  «  .  . 

Mar 

' 

June  .... 

July   .  •  .  . 

hs.is.  6 

3.  13.    0 

40.    T.  6 

30 .  0  .  0 

87.    6.  0 

August  .  .  . 

9.    4.    1 

8.    9.11 

17  .  14.  0 

■ 

September  . 

11.19.    8 

19.18.    1 

31.17.  3 

50  .  0  .  0 

9.  IS.  8 

0.  3.  6 

October.  .  . 

5.    7.    1 

II  .    5.    8 

16.  18.  9 

85  .  0.  0 

6.  15.  8 

November  . 

9»    8.    9 

17.17.    0 

27.    5.  9 

87  .  0  .  0 

37.  16.  2 

December. . 

4.  13.  11 

11  .  16.  10 

16.    9.9 

18.  0.  0 

68.  8.  6 

0.  3.  6 

77.    7.    6 

72.  19.    6|l50.    7  .  0 

150  .  0  .  0 

81.  11.  6 

68.  8.  6 

0.  7.  0 

Total  Amount  received  this  Tear,  as  above £>  150 .7.0 

Jr.  pmd  this  Year 150  .  7  .  0 


1744  Amifter,  1819. 
^jV0iJHfliw^  Mw  found  cotnctm 


*  Or,  in  other  Assodations,  to  the  Auxiltary  (iir  Branch)  Society,  with  wbicli 
thty  art  rcflptctively  connected. 
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QlwuTOtiuiM  on  the  Fmsx  Go«T«iBirT4ms'  Book. 


KO.  XVL — F,RBE  CONTRIBUTORS   BOOK. 

I.  In  this  Book  is  inserted  the  name  of  every  individual  who  con* 
tributes,  either  by  donation  or  periodical  subscription,  to  the  funds 
of  the  Association,  without  requiring  a  Bible  or  Testament.  The 
advantages  of  keeping  such  a  register,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
flMBte  DUDo^noers,  aro  sulBCieBtiy  ^vMmit* 

II.  It  is  not  necessanr  to  page  this  book.  The  Nos.  should  be 
continued  uninterruptedly  throughout:  thus,  the  first  No.  on  the 
second  pa^e  of  the  book  from  which  this  Specimen  is  extracted^  is 
27.  By  this  plan  the  Cash  Secretanr  has  only  to  look  at  Uie  last 
entry,  m  order  to  ascertain  the  toUu  number  of  free  contributors 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Association.  To  know  the  precise 
number  at  any  given  period,  it  is  only  necessary  to  subtract  from 
the  No.  of  the  last  entry,  the  number  of  those  who  have  declined^ 
remov^,  and  been  transferred ;  and  .the  remainder  is  tbe  answer 
required. 

III.  It  sometimes  happens,  that  individuals  among  the  labourii^ 
classes,  either  from  not  having  had  the  term  **free  "  clearly  ex- 
phdned  to  them,  or  from  a  subsequent  change  of  mind,  wish  to 
receive  a  Bible  or  Testament,  although  they  have  been  entered  as 
free  contributors.  All  such  cases  are  specified  by  the  Collectors 
in  their  Monthly  Reports ;  and  they  are  then  "  transferred  to  itxe 
Bible  Secretary/'  as  in  the  instance  No.  22  in  this  Specimen. 
These  cases  are  of  unfirequent  occurrence,  especially  where  the 
Bible  Subscribers'  Cards  have  been  introduced ;  but  they  should 
always  be  met  by  the  most  prompt  and  cheerful  acquiescence  on 
the  part  of  the  Collectors. 

iv.  The  blanks  under  the  year  1820,  opposite  to  Nos.  20  and  23, 
are  left,  because  the  Collectors  of  the  Districts  Nos.  2  and  S  have 
not  reported  whether  these  contributors  continue  their  support. 
When  this  information  shall  be  furnished,  and  the  rate  of  subscript 
don  specified,  the  requisite  entries  wilf  be  made. 

V.  This  Specimen  only  contains  the  entries  of  two  yean ;  but 
the  Free  Contributors'  Book  is  calculated  to  contain  those-  of  sis 
years.  The  figures  denoting  the  year  are  inserted  by.  tl^e  Cash 
Secretaiy. 

VI.  The  advantages  attendant  on  a  quarterly  examination  of  the 
bookSy  by  calling  them  over  with  the  Collectors,  are  so  numerous 
and  evident,  that  it  seems  only  necessary  to  allude  to  them«  In  a 
wdl-organized  Committee,  the  entries  of  the  preceding  three  months 
may  be  called  over  within  an  hour :  and  it  is  respectfully,  but 
earnestly  submitted,  that  the  aj^ropriation  of  four  hours  annually, 
to  assure  the  regularity  of  the  accounts,  and  correct  any  inad- 
Tertence,  cannot  be  a  misapplication  of  the  time*-— &e  Observa" 
Hon  VIII.  an  No.  ii. 
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%K9SX»*  BIBLE  SOCIBTIB8; 


[CHAF^TIE. 


Specimen  of  the  F&fis  CoKTrnmrvoEB*  Book. 


^ttt  oronttitutotd'  isiurtc. 


SPECIMEN- 


Na 

Beg«ii 

to 

sabscribe. 

Contributon'  Namea. 

No.  of 
district 

1819. 

GoDtribation. 

isao. 

GontribatiooL 

1. 

Julys. 

1 

A. 

£,  s.  d 
1.  1.  0 

A. 

£.s.d. 
i.  1.  0 

% 

.... 

Matter  W.Saules 

.. 

W, 

..  ..  2 

W. 

..  ..  2 

3 

.... 

/.  W.HHUb 

•• 

W. 

W. 
W. 
W. 

Q 
w. 

. .  .  •  1 
..  1.  1 

W. 

W. 

w. 
w. 
<?. 

w. 

4. 

C  W,  A'&9.... 

5. 

J.D.HiOes 

€ 

Mr$.D<m» 

7 

Mrs.  BerberJ. 

S. 

MasterRWeUf 

9. 

.... 

Master  V,  Weils 

,. 

w. 

. .   ..  1 

w. 

la 

>••• 

Mrs.DamdsaU 

.. 

w. 

..   ..  1 

w. 

11. 

Mrs,  Norcots 

•• 

w. 

w. 

..   ..  1 

w, 
w. 

K. 

Mr.  B.  DensAaw 

U 

.... 

Mrs.  H.  Denshaw 

. . 

w. 

. .  . .  1 

w. 

14. 

.... 

Master  J.  Deitskaw.,.. 

.. 

w. 

..  ..  1 

w. 

I& 

> 

Mrs.  Smithers 

2 

w. 
w. 

A. 

..   ..  6 
3.  2.  0 

w. 

16. 

Mrs.  Reedeer 

1 

OeeiinetL 

|7. 

Ce^ain  Owen 

A. 

2.  2.  0 

M. 

.... 

, , 

AT. 

..  4.  0 
..   ..  6 

A. 

1.  1.  0 

19. 

Henry  Walters 

..  ..6 

20. 

.... 

WilliamHaitom 

.. 

Q- 

..  1.  6 

.. 

.... 

21. 

.... 

Eliza  Bacon , 

•• 

D. 
W. 

..10.  0 
..   ..  4 

A. 

1.  0.  0 

ffit 

JohnHed 

Tran^erred  to  -k 

fiibte 

>ecretary.j 

23. 

.... 

Hannah  JoUings 

3 

A. 

I.  1.  0 

.. 

.... 

24. 

. ..«. 

Miss  J.  Denshaw  ...... 

. . 

W. 

..  ..  1 

w. 

..    ..   1 

25. 

MaryHMard 

W. 

..   ..  2 

M. 

.  1.  a 

26. 

.... 

Charles  Newman : 

M. 

..   .  10 

A. 

.  10.  e 
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KO.  XVII. — CASH  SECRETARY  S  MONTHLY  STATEMENT. 

I.  This  Statement  should  be  presented  to  every  Committee* 
meeting,  immediately  after  the  Mmotes  of  the  preceding  meeting 
have  been  disposed  of,  and  before  the  Report  of  the  Bible  Secretary 
is  called  for.  The  paper  on  which  the  form  is  printed  U  about  the 
same  size  as  the  Specimen.  When  the  Cash  Secretary  has  filled 
in  the  several  returns,  she  procures  the  Treasurer's  signature  t9  th^ 
'statement. 

II*  As  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Cash  Secretary  to  include 
the  money  received,  and  the  particulars  reported  by  the  Collectors, 

.in  the  current  month,  this  statement  is  made  up  without  any  ce- 
ference  to  these  particulars,  and  is  a  Report  of  the  funds,  &c.  of 
the  Association  on  the  day  preceding  the  Committee-meeting.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  returns,  Nos.  1,  2,  S,  4,  and  5,  are  ex- 

•tracted from  the *^  Annual  Summary  \*  No.  6,  from  the  account 
with  the  <<  Ladies*  Branch ;"  and  No.  7;  from  the  ''  Treasurerla  ** 
account  in  the  ^  Cash  Book  ;**  and  that  the  answers  under  the  re- 
maining heads  are  supplied  bv  the  '<  Free  Contributors*  Boolr." 
As  the  statement,  of  which  this  Specimen  is  a  transcript,  was 

;delivered  previous  to  the  first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association, 

-the  returns  to  Nos,  1  and  2,  and  to  Nos.  4  and  5,  are  respectively 
the  same  amount.     It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  this 

^will  not  be  the  case  aj^eriht  first  Antiual  Meeting. 

III.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  Monthly  Statement 

[are  numerous.     It  serves  as.  a  general  check  to  all  the  accounts,  as 

.  well  as  to  the  Collectors*  Reports ;  is  a  guide  to  the  Committee  with 

respect  to  votes  for  the  general  object ;  and  gratifies  the  roembeis, 

*by  a  clear  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  their  Association. 


.*•*  In  Associations  not  connected  with  a  Ladies'  Branch,  the  term 
"Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society**  is  inserted  by  the  Cash 
Secretary. 
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Specunen  of  the  Cash  SxcBXTAmT'«  Movts&t  Stavbmxvt. 

SPECIMEN. 
Charles'  Ladies' Bible  AaaoaAXioN. 


t^joU  SscB3n*ABT'8  Monthly  Statement;  presented  lOik  of  December,  iei9> 


BtATB  of  TBS  ASSOCZATZOV  OH  TBB  9tk  OF  DdCIMldir) 

h  AmooBl  reoeiyed  tins  Year  :— 

In  ftee  Contributions      .    .    ^    .    •    . 
Subscriptions  for  BiUesy  &c.    .    .    . 

f.  Amount  reoeiTed  sinee  the  establishment  :— 
In  ftee  Contributions     .    •    .    •    . 
SubscriptioBs  £»r  Bibles^  fta    .    .    . 


Amount  paid  to  LmHee*  Branch^^ 
S.  Sfaioe  die  last  Committee     .    . 

4.  Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting 

5.  Shice  the  establishment   .    •    . 


C  Balaiice  now  due  by  the  Lddtee'  Branch 

7*  Balance  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands   . 

Total  due  to  the  Association    .    . 


yr  2}eeemi 

tor, 

101$. 

Total. 

£.     s. 

A 

£i     $.     dl 

72 .  14 . 

7 

.  — 

61.    «. 

8 

183  .  17  .  0 

72.14 

.7 

61.    9 

.8 

185.  If «  8 

17  •    0-p 

i3«,  o.a 

132.    0.6 

50.    8.6 

1  .  13  .  9 

52.    2.3 

8.  Total  Number  of  Free  Contributors  since  the  establishment 
9>  Number  of  those  who  have  declined 

Number  of  those  who  have  removed 

Number  transfiared  to  Bible  Secretaij 

^Number  transferred  by  Tidrets     ....... 

Number  BOW  contributing     .    .    . 


10. 
11. 
If. 

18. 


478 


31 


447 


M,F. TaEABUBEB* 

J.M.fF*  .  Cash  Sbcbxtaxt. 


•  When  the  plan  of  **  Transfer  TickeU  **  is  not  adopted,  this  head  should  be 
omitted. 
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Otwervitiona  on  the  Bibx.e  Book. 


The  following  are  the  Bodks^  &c.  which  belong  to  the 
Bites  Secretary's  department 

NO.  XVin. — BIBLE  BOOX. 

I.  As  the  **  Cash  Book"  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  pe- 
cuniary transactions  of  the  Association,  so  the  "  Bible  Book  is 
designed  to  concentrate  all  the  requisite  information,  and  state^- 
ments,  relative  to  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments ; 
for  which  purpose,  alone,  it  should  be  used.  Like  the  ''Cash 
Book, "  it  is  ruled  in  different  forms,  the  respective  intents  of  which 
will  be  illustrated  by  the  Specimens  subjoined. 
'  II.  It  has  already  been  respectfully  recommended,  that  the 
duties  of  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries  should  be  kept  entirefy 
distinct.  Considerable  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  introducbg 
one  of  the  Cash  Accounts  into  the  **  Bible  Book,"  the  object  <h 
Which  is  totally  different ;  and  as  the  simplicity  of  the  plan,  and  its 
adaptation  to  the  end  designed,  constitute  its  only  merit,  whatever 
tends  to  a  contrary  effect,  by  giving  additional  trouble  to  the 
Secretaries,  should  be  carefully  avoided.  For  the  same  reason,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  a  considerable  and  unavoidable  waste  of  paper, 
it  is  recommended,  that  neither  this  Book,  nor  the  ^*Ftee  Con- 
tributors' Book,"  be  cut  alphabetically  (as  is  the  case  in  some 
Associations),  but  that  the  names  be  entered  precisely  as  they 
stand  in  the  Collectors'  Monthly  Reports.  The  First  Specimen 
will  more  fully  illustrate  the  subject. 

'  III.  As  it  is  from  this  JBook  that  the  Bible  Secretary  makes  up 
the  Monthly  Report  of  Receipts,  Deliveries,  Stock  in  hand,  &c.,  it 
should  be  always  kept  posted.  This  duty  may  be  etisUy  fulfilled  in 
one  hour  monthly,  after  the  commencement  of  an  Association,  pro* 
vided  attention  be  paid  to  the  hints  now  submitted.  The  Observa- 
tion V.  on  No.  XVI.  is  equally  applicable  here, 

IV.  The  First  Spbcimsn  will  explain  the  purpose  to  which  the 
ffreater  part  of  this  book  is  appropriated ; — that  of  a  Register  of  alt 
uie  individuals  who  subscribe  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  with  every 
requisite  information  relative  to  their  supply.  The  numbers  should 
be  continued  uninterruptedly :  thus  the  first  number  on  the  second 
nage  is  27.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  total  number  of  subscribers 
tor  Bibles  and  Testaments  since  the  establishment,  it  is  only  neces- 
nay  to  look  at  the  number  of  the  last  entry ;  and  by  subtracting 
nrom  snch  number,  the  number  of  those  who  nave  declined,  and  been 
transfened,  and  supplied,  the  precise  number  of  subscribers  at  any 
l^ven  period  is  immediately  known. 

V.  it  wiD  be  evident,  that  the  entries  in  the  three  first  columns, 
ftfter  the  numbers,  are  copied  from  the  OMectan*  Monthhr  Reports ; 
ttosa  in  the  remaining  columns  are  inserted  at  the  time  tne  Bible  or 
Testament  is  deHvem,  and  are  transcribed  from  the  Check  or 
lidtet  given  by  the  CoUector  to  the  Subscriber,  and  ntesented  by 
Aa^  latter  to  die  Bible  Secretary.  These  entries  should  always  be 
inade  Before  the  Bible  or  Testament  is  delivered.  The  siAsciibers 
Vos.  1, 2, 17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  and  24,  not  having  yet  com- 
yletsd' their  subscriptions,  blanks  are  left  opposite  to  then:  names 
m  the  last  three  columns. 

r  TT.  TUi  Association  adopts  the  plan  (^public  distribution; 
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Obflervatioiifl  on  the  BiUe  Book. 


consc^quently,  all  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified  were  delivered 
on  the  same  day,  with  the  exception  of  Nos.  3,  28,  and  25 ;— the 
first  a  sailor,  going  on  a  voyage,  who  paid  up  bis  subscription,  anci 
was  immediatelv  supplied ;  the  last  a  servant-maid,  about  to  leave 
ibe  town:  and  the  circumstances  attending  No.  23,  have  beeiK 
already  detailed  in  the  observations  on  No.  viii.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  all  the  subscribers  entered  in  tliis  Specimen  paid  the 
cost  price  for  their  Bibles  and  Testaments,  except  Nos.  5  and  13. 
One  of  these  was  out  of  work,  and  offered  to  become  a  free  con- 
tributor when  she  got  a  situation :  the  other  was  a  widow,  with  si 
large  family »  destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  and  extremely  anxious. to 
possess  them. 

.  VII.  It  will  be  found  to  save  considerable  trouble  to  the  Bible 
Secretary,  and  facilitate  the  preparation  of  the  Monthly  Report, 
if  the  letter  C  be  annexed  to  the  names  of  those  subscribers  who 
pay  the  cost  prices,  as  in  this  Specimen. 

VIII.  About  twenty  folios  at  the  end  of  the  book  are  ruled  accord- 
ing to  the  Second  Specimen  ;  the  design  of  which  will  be  now 
explained.  With  every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the  Bible 
Secretary  should  receive  a  regular  Invoice  or  Bill  of  Parcels  (See 
Specimen  C,  page  183),  which  she  should  immediately  compare  with 
the  books,  and  examine  the  calculations. — If  all  be  correct,  she 
should  fold  and  indorse  it,  inscribing  the  number  in  large  charactera^ 
to  promote  facility  of  reference.  If  any  error  be  detected,  the 
invoice  should  be  immediately  returned  to  the  Secretary  or  Depo- 
sitary from  whom  it  was  received,  that  it  may  be  rectified. 

IX.  Each  description  of  Bibl^  and  Testament  should  be  carefully 
kept  distinct ;  and  if  the  Bible  Secretary  be  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  various  sorts,  it  may  save  her  some  trouble,  as  well  as  pre- 
vent errors,  if  she  have  one  copy  of  each  kind  marked,  inside  the  cover, 
to  which  she  may  refer.  Many  Bible  Secretaries  mark  in  pencil  every 
copy  they  receive,  with  the  letters  which  denote  the  description. 

X.  Having  placed  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  Depository, 
the  Bible  Secretary  should  immediattly  enter  the  particulars  on  the 
'<  Received"  side  of  this  account;  and  marking  the  Invoice 
^<  Enlered/*  with  her  initials,  transmit  it  to  her  colleague,  the  Cash 
Secretary,  who  enters  the  amount  to  Uie  credit  of  the  Ladies* 
Branch  Society,*  and  files  the  invoice. 

XI.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  tlie  '<  Deliveries"  are  entered 
montlily,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  actual  state  o£  the  Depository  on  the 
day  preceding  every  Committee-meeting.  The  Bible  Secretary 
should  have  twQ  files,  or  two  divisions  in  the  drawer  appropriated,  la 
tlie  tickets^  one  labelled  '*  Delivery  Tickets,"  and  the  other  '*  De- 
livery Tickets  this  month**  When  Uie  Bible  Secretary  makes  up  hes; 
Monthly  Report,  the  latier  should  be  added  to  the  former. 

.'  Blank  columns  are  left  for  the  insertion  of  the  receipts  and 
delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  foreign  languages,  or  In  the. 
Welch,  Gaelic,  Irish,  or  Manks;  and  the  Bible  Secretary  inserts  the 
appropriate  heading  where  necessary.  The  comparative  infrequeixcy 
of  such  issues  by  English  Bible  Associations  precludes  the  neces^ 
sity  of  leaving  more  space  for  their  insertion.  ; ;.; 

♦  Or  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  ^ieiy. 
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Fhrti  Specimen  of  the  Bible  Book. 


FIRST  SPECIMEN 

OPTHK 

LIST  OF  SUBSCBIBEUS  FOR  BIBL£S  AND  TESTAMENTS. 


[To  occupy  from  Folio  1  to  Folio  160.] 


No 

Begin 
to 

Sobseribei^  Names. 

District 

Sortof 

Wben 
sapplied. 

Price 

Bible. 

Test 

pud. 

1. 

1819. 

BetatpBarven..,: 

1 

' 

s.    d. 

2. 

.... 

Elizabeth  Taylor  . . 

3. 

Richard  Bryand,.. 

C. 

SJP. 

IS^Aug. 

11.  6 

4. 

MariSHelUng 

c. 

&P. 

lb  Oct. 

11.  6 

6. 

SuaamDumter  .,., 

P.C. 

.... 

4.  0 

6. 

Jam  Lucome 

c. 

M.P. 

.... 

5.10 

7. 

Mary  Bawr€iu  .... 

Rem99 

fdtoSt. 

Inirtm'sJs 

pcmiiam. 

& 

if  ory  NiOtm 

c. 

M. 

15  Oct. 

6.  d 

9. 

/^r.PenaUHs 

c. 

P.C 

.   .. 

4.  4  . 

10. 

Mr$,Reddar 

c 

B.S. 

.... 

1.  7 

11. 

Mrs.  Vincent 

c. 

B.S. 

.... 

1.  7 

12. 

larem  arooKta 

c. 

MP.C 

.... 

2.  1 

1& 

Catherine  Brookes,. 

SLP. 

.  • .'. 

7.* 

14. 

M,A,SneUo 

a 

MPC 

.... 

2,  1 

15. 

Jamee  Woods 

c. 

P.C. 

.... 

4.  4 

16. 

Mary  Knighton 

If.' 

.... 

3.  0 

ly. 

Eiizabeth  Toiler  . . . 

la 

Elizabeth  Tanners. 

19. 

aa 

21. 

John  Priony 

22, 

Wimam  Smith.... 

23. 

MaryCox 

c. 

&P. 

\SOct. 

11.  6 

24. 

^tean  Ladd. 

26. 

MaryEdioard  .... 

c 

M. 

\2Aug. 

6.  2 

26. 

Elizabeth  Church.. 

a 

LP. 

\5  0ct 

10.  0 
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SECOAD 
RECEIPTS  AND  DELIVERIeT 

[To  occupy  firam  Folio  181 


181 

Received  from  the  Ladies^  Branch  Society. 

1 

1 

BIBLES. 

TESTAMENTS^ 

Wliai  received 

SP. 
MR. 

P 

L. 
P 

B. 
MB. 

B. 

M 

N 

M 
P 

N 
P 

f 

»  P. 

C  S 

LP. 

LP. 

8. 

B. 

C 

B 

S 

B 

L 

MP. 
C. 

MP. 

S. 

\ 

>OqX 

i! 

1819. 

Ulu^, 

liSkpUmier.. 

16 

80 

16  vctootr  .  •  • 
33      .... 

19  NOV€MOBI'.  • 

96      .,,. 

1. 

3. 
3. 
4 
6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

1 
3 

10 

1 

3 
6 

12 
10 

6 

3 
6 

1 

•  • 

30 

6 

30 

6 
8 

!1 

6 
6 

15 

4 

6 
3 

.. 

.30 

2.. 
.12 

1 
6 

4 

3 

10 
13 

6 

10 

6 

•  * 

'  I 

182a 

1  Jamtaiy,.. 
SioikimAiind 

4 

XX 

3 

43 

x 

33 

14 

X 

8 

1 

XX 

25 

X 

21' 

30 

34 

X 

II 

4 

X 

1 

8 
7 

X 

X 

(332 

NCX 

231 

XX 

11 

XX 

10 

3 

X 

3 

38 

X 

2^ 

6 

X 

2 

L. 

16 

XX 

3 

1 

Digitized  by 


Google 


tBOT.  T.]  '       FORMSOr  THS  BOOKS  AMD. PAPERS. 


«7T 


the  BiSLB  Book. 


SPECIMEN 

THB 

OT  BIBLES  AND  TESTAMENTS. 

to  the  end  of  the  Book.] 


Delivered  to  Subscribers, 


183 


In  the  Mouth 
eudiuf 


BIBLES. 


SP. 
MR 


B. 
IVIR 


M 


N 


TESTAMENTS. 


pjp 

c  s 


LP  LP 

C.     S. 


B  B 


MP 
C. 


MP 

S. 


1819. 

l2AttffUst , 

9  September 

70ctoher 

UtPu6iietSHrihd, 

]  1  November 

9  DeeemUr 

Total  delivered. . . . 

Stock  on  hand. .... 

Total  received. .... 

1820. 

TdPuNieSetribnt. 


1311 


1411 


30 


13 


43 


14 


2544 


>iC>^X^ 


24 


10. 


10 
IS  31 


8239 


:*<>«:  X 


11 


34 


13 


6  4 

333 


xx>*x 


17  I>eeemUr,}S\9. 
TotaiNwnberitf  Ccpiee  received  to  tU^da^  , 

DeUveredat  Coetpricee 

.».,*    Under  Coet  prieee 

....:.    Gratuiiouefy 


Stock  t 


B.    T. 


106 


5a 


113 


Examined  and  found  correct. 


W.Y, 
A.  Z 


I  Audiiore. 


U7 
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Observations  on  the  Bible  Book. 


[chap,  tic; 


XII.  It  may  save  trouble,  and  prevent  inaccuracies,  if  the  following 
explanation  of  the  letters  usea  in  designating  the  various  descrip*- 
tioos  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  be  pasted  inside  the  Bible  Book.* 


BIBLES. 


Com  th4 
S'M-ie'y. 


SP— MR  Small  Pica,  royal  paper,  8vo.  with  Marginal  Beferencei  14  O 

SP.      Small  Pica,  medium  paper,  Svo. 10  d 

LP.      Long  Primer,  demy  paper,  8va        • 9  5 

B— MR.  Brevier,  medium  paper,  with  Marginal  References     ;    .11  10 

B.        Brevier,  demj  paper,  Svo.       7  4 

M.       Minion,  crown  paper,  Svo. 6  O 

N.       Nonpareil,  lemo 4  d 

MP.      Pocket,  Minion  type 5  T 

KP.      Pocket,  Nonpareil  type 4  6 

*  TESTAMENTS. 

P-i C.     Pica bound  in  Calf      ....  4  S 

p— S.      Pica Sheep     ....  3  S 

LP— €.    Long  Primer Calf  .    .     .     »     .  3  « 

LP*r-S... Long  Primer   • Sheep     .    .    •    .  «  .4 

B—C.     Brevier Calf       ....  2  3 

B — S.     Brevier Sheep    ....  1  6 

B— L.     Brevier Lmen  Cloth    .    .  1  3 

MP— C  Pocket,  Minion  type Calf 2  1 

MP— S.  Pocklet,  Minion  type Sheep    ...    J  1  6 

*«*  The  Bibles  issued  by  the  Society  are  bound  in  cal£ 


*  The  prices  inserted  io  this  Table  are  those  of  April  I8S1  :  but  the  calcula- 

1   tioDs,  in  sil  the  Specimens  coouined  in  this  Section,  are  made  on  die  basis  of 

^   the  former  prices,  as  specified  in  a  similar  Table,  page  1 86. — Hie  reduction 

'*  'having  taken  place  while  this  work  was  in  the  press,  the  requisite  alteration  could 

liot  be  made  in  the  Specimens. 
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Obeeirationfl  on  the  Bible  Secketart*8  Obders. 


NO.  XIZ. — BIBLE  SECRETARY  S  ORDERS^ 

I.  These  orders  are  printed  on  paper  the  same  size  as  the  Speci- 
men :  the  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  Ihe  Society  with 
which  it  is  connected,  being  filled  in  by  the  Bible  Secretary.  When 
the  Association  requires  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the 
Bible  Secretary  ascertains,  by  re&rence  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  the 
balance  due  by  the  Ladies*  Branch  Society;*  and  adapts  her 
order  to  such  balance,  and  to  the  probable  wants  of  the  Associa- 
tion. She  then  fills  up  and  signs  one  of  these  orders,  which  should 
be  numbered  successively,  and  sends  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of 
the  Ladies'  Branch  Society.* 

II.  There  are  spaces  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  oT  English 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  the  insertion  of  any  copies,  in  otker  lan- 
guages, which  may  be  required.  A  list  of  all  the  versions  on  sale 
Ht  Uie  Depository  of  the  Parent  Society  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  II. 

III.  It  should  always  be  recollected  by  the  officers  of^  Bible 
Associations,  that  the  Societies  with  which  they  are  connected  do 
not  recognise  their  orders  nntilthe  full  amount  has  been  paid. 
Without  a  strict  attention  to  this  regulation,  the. interests  and  sta- 
bility of  both  would  be  endangered.  Before  the  introduction  of 
these  printed  orders,  frequent  errors  aiid  disappomtments  occurred ; 
but,  by  their  adoption^  the  duties  of  tlie  Bible  Secretary  are  dis* 
charged  yr'iOi  facility  apd.corr^ctpe^s. 


•  Or  the  Auxiliory  (or  Branch)  Society. 
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SpcdmeB  of  the  Biblb  SacBjnrii&T's  OwMBi. 


SPECIMEN 

OF  THE 

BtBLE  SECRETARY'S  ORDERS.     ' 
Charles*  Ladies*  Bible  Association. 


Ko.  I.  Plymouth,  II  th  July,  I  SI  9. 

The  Bible  Secretary  of  the  Ladies"  Branch  of  the  Plymouth,  Wc. 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society  is  requested  to  furnish  the  Charlef  Asso- 
ciation with  the  following  Bibles  and  Testaments  ;  the  amount  6f 
which,  at  Cost  Prices,  has  been  remitted  to  the  Cash  Secretary. 


No.  of 
Copies 


10 


SO 

to 

6 


SO 


10 


10 


10^ 


BIBLES. 
Small  Pica,  with  MaT{pxud  Ueferences  . 

SsmU  Pica 

Long  Primer 

Brevier,  with  Maiighud  References  . 
Brevier  .«••••.•••« 


Nonpareil 

Minion  type,  Podeet .    . 
Noiqiareil  ^jpe,  Pocket  < 


TESTAMENTS. 

Pica bound  in  Calf  .  . 

Pica    ....    f    .....    .  Sheep  . 

liOng  Pruner  ...••...  Calf  •  < 
Long  Primer  ........  Sheep 

Brevier Calf  .  . 

Brevier Sheep  . 

Brevier linen  Cloth 

Minion,  Pocket Calf  .  . 

Minion,  Pocket Sheep  . 


At 


Marp  fmiiams,  Bible  Secretaiy. 


Amomit. 


51  5 


96 


15 


d, 
-« 


10 
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Obierviti0iisoii.tlieBiai.K  Skcbxtakt's  Monthly  Bepokt. 


NO.  XX. — BIBLE  SECRET  ARY*8  MONTHLY  REPORT. 

I.  Thb  Report  is  printed  on  paper  the  same  size  as  the  Speci- 
len :  the  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  the  Society  with 

jrhich  it  is  connected^  are  filled  in  by  the  Bible  Secretary. 

II.  The  return  under  the  head  No.  1*  is  either  taken  from 
HJo.  6  of  the  preceding  Report,  or  ascertained  by  subtracting  the 
Deliveries  from  the  Receipts  {See  Second  Specimen  of  iVb.xviii.); 
the  remainder  being  the  stock,  which  should  be  counted  monthly, 
to  ascertain  that  it  agrees  with  the  Report.  It  is  evident  that 
the  returns. to  Nos.  2,  4,  5,  7/ and  8,  are  derived  from  the 
account  in  the  *'  Bible  Book"  {Second  Specimen) ;  and  that  those  to 
Nos.  9,  lOy  11, 12»  13,  and  14,  are  derived  from  the  same  book 
(First  Specimen),  The  importance  of  these  returns,  as  exhibiting 
the  actual  state  of.  the  Association,  is  suffidenUy  obvious.  No.  8 
should,  (^course,  be  omitted, where  the  plan  of .Fublic Distribution 
Is  not  adopted. 

III.  The  particulars  relative  to  the  ^  Loan  Stock"  are  derived 
from  the  **  Loan  Fund  Book**  {No.  xxi.)  ;  and  this  part  of  the 
Report  is  altogether  dispensed  with  by  those  Associations  which  do 
not  adopt  this  part  of  the  system.  No.  6  refers  to  those  Bibles 
and  Testaments  which  have  not  been  returned  within  a  month,  or 
renewed  as  loans  by  the  Committee.— &e  Chapter  VIII.  Section  11. 


%*  This  Report  should  be  filled  up  on  the  evening  precedinff 
pverj  Committee-meeting,  and  a  duphcate  of  it  preserved;  which 
will  materially  assist  the  Bible  Secretary  in  preparing  her  Report 
for  the  followinff  month. 


for  the  following  month 


II 
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Speeimea  of  the  "Boole  Sbckbtmly**  Mo]nrBi.T  BtBtomr. 


SPECIMEN 

OFTHB 

BIBLE  SECRETARY'S  MONTHLY  REPORT. 
Charles^  Ladijeis'  Bible  Association. 


BiBLB  SxcsXTA»T*8  Monthlf  Report    Presented  lOih  of  Deeem^f  1819^ 


1.  Stock  on  hand,  as  reported  last  Month 

H,  Eeceived  nnce  last  Report,  from  die  LaduM*  Bremch  2 
Society 5 


Total  to  account  fbr 


S.  DeUrered  nnce  the  last  Report, 

4.  By  Collectors*  Tickets  .  .  . 

5.  At  the  Public  Distribution 


Remaining  on  hand  this  da/ 


7.  Total  Number  of  Copies  kkceiveh  nnce  the  establishment 
Si'Tbtal  Number  of  Bo.    Dist&iBtrTfeo  since        Do.' 
0.  Number  of  Copies  distributed  this  Month  at  cost  prices 
la  Total  Number  of    Do.    Do.    since  the  establishment  ^ 

at  COST  prices > 

11.  Number  of  Copies  distributed  uxdeu  Cost  prices  this  ^ 

Month , 5 

IS.  Total  Number  of  Copies  distributed  ukdxk  Cost  prices  ^ 
since  the  establishment 3 


Bib. 
45 

70 


115 


lis 


166 

53 

S 

38 


15 


Tbsk 
88 

56 


84 


83 

XXX 

117 
84 


S8 

1 
8 


13r  Number  of  Subscbibxss  not  yet  supplied 

14.  Total  Number  of  ScBscftiBEas  since  the  establishment . 


LOAN  STOCK. 
1.  Total  Number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  belonging  to  the  Fund 
S.  Number  of  Copies  keturked  since  the  last  Heport 

3.  Number  of  Copies  lent,  since  the  last  Report 

4.  Number  of  Copies  now  on  loan *  '  *  * 

5.  Total  number  of  Persons  supplied  with  loans  since  the  establishment 

6.  The  following  Bibles  and  Testaments  are  out  of  time ;  yi& 
No.  of  Copy.         II      Receiver's  Name.      fl  Dbtrict. 


18 
2T 
31 


Martha  Smiih. 
John  Goodwin* 
Hohnah  CubHnt. 


S6 
31 


189 
369 


56 

4 

3 

18 

86 


Mrry  fFillitmif  Bible  Secretary.* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSCT.  v.]     FORin  OF  TBM  SOeSB  AKV  FAPERS.         .4Bt ' 

Obienrationa  on  the  Loak  Fctwd  Book. 


NO.  XXL — LOAN  FUND  BOOK. 

I.  This  Book  is  of  the  size  denominated  **  large  post  octavOy"  of 
slout  quality,  containing  twelve  leaves  or  double  folios,  and  is 
covered  with  thick  blue  paper,  on  which  the  words  *'  Loan  Funb 
Book  '^  are  inscribed.  A  copy  of  the  Rules  (See  Chap.  VIIL 
Section  II.)  should  be  pasted  inside  the  cover^  at  the  end  of  the 
book. 

II.  The  First  Spbcimbn  illustrates  the  mode  of  keeping  the 
account.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  sum  of  5L  l5s,  lOd.  was 
collected  at  the  Second  Committee  Meeting  (See  Ike  Twenty-First 
Minute t  No,  xi.)  for  the  establishment  of  this  fund,  which  is  here 
entered  at  tlie  Debtor  side  of  the  account.  This  money  was  imme- 
diately appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Stock  specified  at  the 
Creditor  side  of  the  account,  from  the  Depositary  of  the  AuxUiary 
Society.  It  should  be  observed,  that  A  uxiliary  and  Branch  Societies 
supply  Associations  with  Bibles  and  Testaments,  for  this  exclusive 

{urpose^  at  the  reduced  prices — that  is,  the  prices  at  which  the  Parent 
nstitution  sells  to  its  subscribers  under  their  privilege.  In  some 
instances,  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  constituting  the  Loan  Stock 
have  been  presented  to  the  Association  by  the  President,  TreaMif«% 
or  some  otl^er  benevolent  individual. 

III.  The  numbers  in  the  first  column  of  the  Sbcokd  Spbcimsit 
should  be  continued  uninterruptedly,  as  in  the  <*  Free  Contri- 
butors" and  <'  Bible  Books.**  The  entries  in 'the  otJier  columns 
are  so  clear  as  to  preclude  the  necesnty  of  further  explanation. 


*•*  The  use  of  this  book  is,  of  course,  dependent  on  the  adoption 
of  that  part  of  the  system  with  which  it  is  conneded. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  MONET 

[To  occupy  the  first  donlk 


1. 


D', 


The  Bible  Secretary  of  the  Charles' 


1819. 

l9Jufy, 


57 

No. 


1. 

s. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

a 

9. 
10. 
II. 
19. 
13. 


To  Jwmmt  «/  the  Fund  eolleeied 


10  Pica  TettamunUy  No,  1  to  10. 
80  Long  Primer  diiio  1 1  to  80. 
SO  Brevier  .  .  ditio  31  to  50. 
6  Pica,     ,     .     ditto  HI  to  h6. 


When 
lent 


1819. 
13jli/y. 

MJug. 


No.  of 
Copy. 


14£^f. 


^7 

2 

6 
39 
17 
16 
S8 

1 
50 

4 
31 
34 

3 


To  whom  lent 


'  I 


Mary  Ccmdier  .  . 

James  Johnson  .  . 

/iriMnir  Lawrence  • 

Margaret  Lowe  . 

miliam  Mercer  . 
fFUliam  Leadbetter 

John  Hayes      .  . 

5araA  Chesney  •  . 

Afot^r  Adams    .  • 

Afercy  Maheford  . 

JbA»  l^nJIAMiM  . 

•^tfM  J^yM    •     .  . 

EKtaheth  JordsM  . 


15 


15    10 


S£COM) 

LIST  OF  INDIVIDUALS 
[To  oocupj  tbt 


Residence. 


No.  ZyPtemgh  Gmri 
Chapel  Cowrt 
6,  i>tfcA*<  Lenm 
8,  Xillto  CAicrcA 
7»  Moon^s  Lane    . 
30,  i?WficA  Zioiie  . 
3,  Exeter  Street . 
Gi/itoMr»     .     . 
Lower  Star  La\ 
IZ,  How's  Lame    « 

A  Prisoner  in  tka  Gmoi 
Back  Alley. 
South-Flew^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FORMS  or  THB  BOOKS  AifD  l^APERS. 


48S 


SPECIMEN 

THE 

fmti  Boot. 

[lECEIVED  AND  EXPENDED 

P'ollo  on  opening  the  Book.] 


jadies'  Bible  Association. 


1819. 
13  •'h^. 


57, 


Bp  Stock  purchased  of  Iht  Auxitiarjf  Societjfy  ai  tht  reduced 
jtriicett  viz, 

10  Pico  Testamenitj  Calf  ai3s,3d.    .    .     .     . 

30  Long  Primtr       dUU^  ai2s.bd>    .     •    •     . 

SO  Brevier    .     .     '  diiioy  ai\s,9d.    .     .     .     . 


6  Pica  TettamentSj  Calf,  fretetUed  fly  a  Friemd. 


1. 


15 


10 


SPECIMEN. 

APPLIED  WXTH  LOANS. 

■emainder  of  the  Book.] 


District 


When 
retorned. 


Obsenratiops. 


^ 


S 

7 

7 

9 

18 

18 

37 

Si 

14 

16 

18 

i 

S9 


1819. 
15  Oct. 

7  Sept, 


9  Sept. 

4  Oct. 

9  Sept. 
15  Oct. 
17  Oct. 

7  Oct. 

6  Oct. 
3  Die. 

7  Oct. 


Loan  twice  renewed.     Received  Pica  Teetamekt  at  reduced  price. 

Returned  hp  Ms  fFidew  /  he  having  died  en  the  Uh  September. 

Renewed  10  Sept.    Ditto  8  Oct.    Ditto  IS  iVov.    Ditto  10  Dee. 

Removed  from  the  TVira.    Returned  damaged. 

Renewed  10  Sept.    Received  Brevier  TeetammU  ai  U. 

Deeeated.    Retumedhphis  tf^idow. 

Renewed  10  Sept*    Received  Brevier  BikUai  U. 

Renewed 'iO  Sept.   DittoBOct.    Received  Pica  TVeteameni  aiSiAd. 

Renewed  8  Oct.    DUto  IS  Nov.    Ditto  10  Dec. 

Deceated.    Returned  hp  her  Sister. 

Received  a  grant  of  a  Pica  Tettameni  on  his  transportation. 

RenowedBOet,  D'.  19  Nov.  Deceased.  Returned  Ip  her  Daughter. 

CmpietodherSuhscr^tionforaJUinionBibleat3s.6d. 
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ObsenrRtions  <m  the  Treabuiiek**  Book. 


The  various  Books  and  Papers  used  by  the  Collectors  and 
Secretaries  having  been  described,  it  remains  to  consider 
tfiose  that  appertain  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  a  Bible 
Association* 


NO.  XXII* — treasurer's  book. 

I.  This  Book  is  of  the  same  size  with  the  **  Loan  Fund  Book.** 
The  Debtor  side  of  the  Spbcimbn  occupies  one  pa^,  and  ^e 
Creditor  side  the  opposite.  It  will  be  evident  that  this  account  is 
similar  to  that  in  the  **  Cash  Book"  (See  No,  xv.  Second  Spe^ 
sUnen) ;  except  that,  the  Treasurer  enters  the  Monthly  Receipts  as 
one  sum;  whereas  the  Cash  Secretary,  as  the  official  accountant  of 
the^  Association,  enters  the  Free  Contributions  and  Bible  Subscrip- 
tions separately. 

II.  The  Treasurer  will  find  advantage  in  entering  the  Receipts 
idien  the  money  is  paid  by  the  Cash  Secretary,  and  the  Payments 
immediately  after  tney  are  made.  And,  as  ihe  never  pays  any 
money  on  account  of  tne  Association  until  she  receives  a  copy  <n 
the  Resolution  which  authorises  it,  she  will  find  it  convenient  for 
reference  to  indorse  and  number  these  Resolutions ;  which  are  pro* 
duced,  as  vouchers^  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  accounts  are 
audited. 

III.  In  some  few  Associations,  the  Trea6nrer*s  account  is  more 
complicated,  and  includes  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  received  from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society,  or 
Ladies*  Branch  Society  :  but  this  is  manifestly  incorrect  and  unne« 
cessary,  as  the  ''  Cash  Book  *'  is  the  regular  and  proper  register 
of  all  such  statements ;  and,  by  dividing  the  simple  duties  of  the 
Cash  Secretary,  an  increased  risk  of  incoi^rectness  is  incurred. 

IV.. In  many  Associations  the  Treasurer  presents  a  Monthly 
Report  to  the  Committee,  detailing  the  state  of  the  funds.  This 
duty,  however,  devolves  with  greater  propriety  on  the  Cash  Secre- 
tary, whose  Monthly.  Statement  {See  No.xvii.)  supersedes  the 
necessity  of  any  other;  while  the  Treasurer's  signature  to  that 
document  recognised  the  accuracy  of  the  entries  that  refer  to  her 
account* — The  office  of  Trbasurbr  involves  a  general  super- 
intendence, rather  than  an  attention  to  minor  details. 
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Spedmen  of  the  Trsabuaxr'b  Book. 


SPECIMEN 

OTTHB 


1*  ly.       The  Charles'  Ladies"  Bible  AssociatioiL        C'.  !• 


IB19 
II  July 


TO... 


11  0:1. 
31  . 


30... 


.1123^4^ 


roPaymeiU  toBroncA 


30.  0.0 
10.  7.6 


40.  7.6 


Baiance  i»  hand  • 

Payment  io  Branch 
JHttoto  Cath  SeC9* 
JMa«iwmA4JH(  • 


PaytnenitoBruneh 
Baianc§mhami  • 

Paymtfftf  f  oiirancA 

PayminitoBraneh 
JDittoioCatkSu!'* 


28.  1.6 


S8.   1.6 


50.  0.0 
0.  3.6 
9.15.3 


59.18.9 


25.  0.0 
1.  8.0 


86.  ^.0 


28.18.9 


18.  0.0 
0.  3*6 


18.   3.6 


1819. 
10Jtt<^ 


31  ... 
16^«f. 


31  ... 
nSept 


80  ... 
SOct, 


31  ... 
IS^ov. 


30  ... 
10i><c 


By  Cash  ^  Secretary 


Baiance  in  hand . 
Ca$h  ^  Secj-etary 

I. 

Balance  in  hand  . 
Cash  f  Secretary 

£. 

Balance  m  hand  . 
Cash^  Secretary , 

£. 

Balance  in  hand  • 
Cash^  Secretary  • 

£. 

Balance  in  hand . 
Cash  ^  Secretary 


£.   e.A 

40.  7.6 


40.  7.6 


10.  7.6 
17.14.0 


28:  1.6 


59.18.9 


26.  8.0 


1.  8.0 
27.  5.9 


28.13.9 


1.13.9 
16.  9.9 


/  '       -J 
t8*  3.6 


17  Beeember^  \Bl9f 
CalUd  ever  with  the  Cash  Book  and  Veuchere,  andfmnd  correct. 


^:i^AMdUare. 
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Eeport  presented  to  the  Ladies*  Branch. 


The  various  Books  and  Papers  which  relate  to  the  intenial 
management  of  a  Bible  Association,  however  connected,  hav- 
ing been  fiiUy  described  and  e^hiined,  this  appears  to  be 
the  most  suitable^  place  for  considering  these  important  Re- 
ports,  which  exlubit,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  results  of  the 
Association,  and  its  actual  state,  to  the  Society  with  which  it* 
is  more  intimately  connected.  These  Reports  ar^  at  poresen^ 
Confined  exclusively  to  Associations  in  connexion  with  JLadies' 
Branch  Societies :  but  the  advantages  resulting  from  them 
have  so  fiur  surpassed  the  author's  anticipations,  that  he  ven- 
tures to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committees  of 
Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies,  generally,  the  propriety  of  a 
sinular  regulation.  It  is  tru€^  l£e  Committees  of  well-orga- 
nisEed  Bibfe  Societies  are  divided  into  District  Committees ; 
which  are  respectively  charged  widi  the  duty  of  reporting, 
periodically,  the  actu^  state  of  the  Associations  in  their  dis- 
trict .  BiUt  however  executive  these  District  Committees  may 
be  (and  the  author  would  rejoice  to  bear  testimonv  to  their 
increased  di%ence),  it  will  readilv  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
officers  of  an  Association  are  better  qualified  to  present  a 
correct  and  impartial  statement  of  their  proceedings.  Nor 
would  the  benefits  derivable  firom  this  extension  of  the  phHi 
be  confined  to  the  Associations:^ — an  interest,  arising  nrom 
local  circumstances,  would  thus  be  given  to  the  Committees  of 
AuxiUary  and  Branch  Societies;  and,  while  the  '*  Monthly 
Extracts  of  Correspondence**  excited  their  gratitude,  and 
animated  their  Christian  hopes,  they  would  not  turn  from  thesis 
domestic  details ;  nor 


^  ...........  hear  with  a  diadainftd  smils 

Th^  short  and  nnple  annals  of  the  pioor.** 


The  presumed  advantage  of  bringing  all  the  duties  which 
may  appertain  to.  the  officers  of  an  Association  under  one  con- 
nectea  and  uninterrupted  view,  will  sufficiently  account  for 
At  faitroduction  of  the  two  following  Reports  here,  rather 
than  under  the  head  of  '*  Ladies*  Branch  Societies.*' 
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ObaervatioDB  on  the  Tbxaburer*!  Mokthlt  Rkpoet. 


Ka  XXIIL — TREASURER*^  MONTHLY  REPORT  TO^HE 
LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

I.  This  Report  is  printed  on  a  half  sheet  of  **  post "  paper. 
The  title  of  the  Association,  and  that  of  the  Society,  are  inserted 
by  the  Treasurer ;  and  the  Ueturns  are  filled  in  by  the  Trkasurbr 
and  Cash  Secretary  jointly. 

II.  It  will'  be-  perceived  that  this  is  a  Monthly  Compendium  of 
all  the  pecuniary  accounts  of  the  Association,  abstracted  from  tlie 
**  Carii  Book."  The  Specimen  selected,  being  a  transcript  of  the 
Report  presented  to  the  Committee-meeting  immediately  preceding 
the  Annual  Meeting,  it  will  be  observed  (under  the  fourth  and  fifth 
heads),  that  neither  the  Ladies*  Branch  nor  the  Treasurer  had  any 
balance  remaining  in  hand;  a  circumstance  which  only  occurs 
annually,  when  the  accounts  are  closed  for  the  General  Meeting. 
The  similarity  of  the  sums  reported,  respectively,  under  the  heads 
6  and7>  8  and  9,  and  10  and  11,  has  been  already  accounted 
for,  on  the  ground  of  the  recent  establishment  of  this  Association. 
In  every  subsequent  Report,  it  is  obvious  that  this  will  not  be  the 
case* 

III.  It  is  the  practice  in  some  places  to  include  part  of  these 
returns  in  the  Report  from  the  District  Committee  (No.  xxiv.) :  but 
the  author  submits  the  plan  now  recommended,,  as  an  improvement, 
not  only  as  being  more  simple  than  the  other,  but  as  exhibitins.  a 
sumloQlBry  of  the  accounts  in  one  paper  instead  of  two,  and  as  falhne 
more  immediately  within  the  province  of  the  Treasurer  and  Cash 
Secretary.  By  this  arrangement  another  important  advantage  is 
gained,  as  it  affords  the  District  Committees  greater  space  and 
opportunity  for  those  interesting  details  which  render  their  Reports 
so  peculiarly  valuable. 
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tM>lEtf  BIBLE  SOGIETrES* 


[C^P.  Tit. 


Specimen  of  the  Trcabubbr'b  Moxthlt  Repoht. 
SPECIMEN 

OP  THl 

TREASURER'S  MONTHLY  REPORT 

TO  THE  LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

>^k>oo^kx>oooo^n:>^»oo^noo<xxx 

LADIES*  BRANCH 

OF    THE 

Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock,  atuf  Stonehouse,  &c. 
AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 


Monthly  Rbport  of  the  TasAsuRBa  of  the  Charles*  AssociatioD. 

PrciNDled  S8<*  «f  Jleetinfter,  18111 


1.  RscvxTED  from  the  CoUecton  at  the  list  Committee, 
Free  Contributions  .... 
Bible  Subflcriptions .... 


4.18.11 
II  .  16  .10 


9.  Baknoe  in  the  Treaaiirer*s  faandoy  as  reported  last  Month  .  . 

Total  to  account  £ir  .  •  .  . 

3.  Paid  once  the  last  Monthly  Report,  I 

To  Ijadies*  Branchy  jpcr  Yote  of  Committee  ...    118.  0  . 

To  Cash  Secretary,  K»r  Incidental  Expenaefl)  per  do.  I      .  5  . 


4.  Balance  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  . 
S.  Balance  now  due  to  the  Assodation  by  the  Lndk^  JSranek  .  •  . 


6.  Amount  received  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 

Free  Contributions  .... 
Bible  Subscriptions  .... 

7.  Total  amount  received  once  the  establishment, 

Free  Contributions  .... 
Bible  Subscriptions  .... 


8.  Amount  paid  to  the  Ladiei*  Branch  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 
ForBiblesandTestaments.iei  .11.6 
For  General  Object [68.    8.    6 


9.  Totalamount  paid  to  the  Ladui*  Brmneh  since  the  estoblishment. 
For  Bibles  and  Testaments.  I  81  .  II  .  6 
For  General  Olgect I  68  .    8  .  6 


10.  Amount  of  Incidental  Expenses  since  the  bst  Annual  Meeting 

11.  Total  amount  of  ditto  since  the  establishment     


^   M.F'    TrsMurer. 


£.     s.    d. 


1$.    9^9 
i  .  13*  9 


m- 


18.    3. 


77.    7.    6 
72.19.    6 

ISO. 

T. 

0 

77.   r.   6 
79  .  19  .    6 

ino. 

7. 

0 

150  .    0.    0 


150.0    •    0 

o.   7.  e 
a    7.  0 
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Obaervatioiis  on  the  District  Cokmittxx's  Moktrlt  Report. 

NO.  XXIV. — DISTRICT  COMMlTTEE*S  MONTHLY  REPORT  TO  THE 
LADIES*  BRANCH  SOCIETY. 

.  u  It  win  be  recollected,  in  reference  to  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  an 
Auxiliary  Society,  that  the  executive  members  consist  of  all  the 
Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries,  of  the  united  Associations ; 
and  that  the  officers  of  each  constitute  the  representatives,  or 
District  Committee,  of  the  Association  ;  in  which  capacity  the^ 

S resent  a  Monthly  Report  to  the  Ladies'  Branch  Society.  This 
leport  occupies  both  sides  of  a  half  sheet  of  *'  lar^e  post '  paper^ 
and  is  filled  up  by  the  Secretaries  :  it  is  then  given  m  charge  to  the 
Minute  Secretary,  who  copies*  it  in  the  <<  Report  Book,"  and 
presents  it,  when  cidled  for,  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Ladies' 
Branch  Society. 

II.  The  names  inserted  in  the  first  line  are  those  of  the  Ladies 
belonging  to  the  Branch  Society.  The  returns  under  the  1 ,  S,  4, 
5,  and  6  heads,  are  furnished  by  the  Bible  Secretary ;  that  under  the 
2d  head  by  the  Cash  Secretary ;  and  the  remainder  by  the  Mmute 
Secretary :  the  Specimen  of  their  respective  books,  &c  preclude 
Che  neeessiey  of  any  further  explanation  relative  to  these  par- 
ticulars. 

III.  The  information  under  the  head  ^*  Facts  and  Observations" 
should  be  a  selection  from  that  detailed  in  the  Collectors'  Reports. 
It  should  be  the  object  of  the  District  Committee  to  present  m 
luminous  and  impartial  surve;^  of  the  Association,  without  exag- 
gerating its  benefits  or  concealing  any  difficulties  or  impediments. 
The  Branch  Society  will  thus  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  recom« 
mend  to  all  the  members  of  the  family^  those  measures  which  have 
given  strength  and  efficiency  to  one ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  trace 
the  partial  obstacles  to  their  source,  and  arrest  the  progress  of 
weakness  and  decay. — The  Facts  detailed  in  the  Specimen  are 
transcribed  from  the  interesting  Reports  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies' 
Associations. 

IV.  As  the  "Collector's  Monthly  Report"  {No^tl.)  should 
be  a  clear  and  explicit  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation within  a  limited  district,  so  this  Report  should  exhibit 
(in  connexion  with  the  last  No.)  a  similar  view  of  the  whole  Asso- 
ciation. The  Branch  Society  is  thus  enabled  to  prepare  a  general 
abstract  of  the  results  of  all  its  connected  parts,  for  the  information 
of  the  Auxiliary  Society ;  and  the  latter  to  condense  the  returns 
from  its  several  dependencies,  and  transmit  a  compendium  of  the 
whole  to  the  Parent  Institution*  Thus,  the  system,  complete  in  all 
Its  paru,  moves  with  beautiful  order  and  regularity ;  every  member 
performs  with  facility  its  own  peculiar  functions;  the  importance 
and  the  singleness  of  the^principle  constitutes  the  governing  spring 
of  action;  and  the  tendency  of  the  whole,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  is — ^to  give  eiect  to  that  celestial  anthem  which 
announced  the  Advent  of  our  adorc^le  Rede^iper,  "  Ghry  to  God 

-   in  the  highest f  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  men  /** 

*  Or  auach€s  a  duplicate  tbpy  with  white  wafers. 
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Specimen  of  the  Dutrzct  Committee's  Mohthlt  Bbpoet. 
SPECIMEN 

OF  THE 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEES  MONTHLY  REPORT. 

LADIES'  BRANCH 

OP  THE 

.Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock,  and  Stonehouse,  &c. 

AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


Sixth  Monthly  Report  of  the  Charles*  District  Committee. 

Presented  S8M  of  Jhc^mUr,  ISia 


Afrf.  H..^MittF. Mut  J.C  —  Afrt.  P.  -^  andAfiM  i#.  M.  r— . 

attended  the  last  Committee  Meeting  of  the  AsBodatioa  in  thisBiatrict;  of 
the  present  state  of  which,  the  fcdlowing  is  an  Abstract 


1.  Number  of  Bible  Subscribers 

8.  Numb«r  of  Febb  Contributors 

Total  Number    .    .    . 

3.  Nuinber  of  BiBLSs  distributed. 

At  Cost  Prices     ./......... 

Under  Cost  Prices 

Gratuitously,  by  Grants  firom  Auxiliary  Society 

4.  Number  of  Txstambets  distributed, 

At  Cost  Prices 

]  '      Under  Cost  Prices . 

Gratuitously,  by  Grants  fhim  Auxiliary  Society 

5.  Total  Number  of  Copies  distributed     .    •    . 

6.  Number  of  Persons  supplied  with  Loan  Tbstambmtb 


1        Nov 

.SSSi^i. 

182 
447 

269 
478 

629 

747 

SiDMlMt 

Raport. 

SioMthe 
ntaMishment. 

2 
0 
0 

0 

1 
0 

38 
15 
0 

95 
8 

t 

3 

87 

3 

86 

7-  Number  of  Ladies  on  the 
Conunittee 


I  49 


9.  Number  of  Districts 


10.  Number  of  IHstricts  with.  ^ 
8.  Number  present  this  Months     41  I  out  Collectors 5 


38 
0 


FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

Thi  numbers  of  ike  C<MunUte€  evince  an  unabated  interest  t»  the 
cause  they  have  espoused ^  and  the  most  gratifying  and  uninterrupted 
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harmony  prevails.  One  ColUclor  has  declined^  4Uid  two  have  been 
added  this  month.  All  the  Ladies  hear  testimony  to  the  kindness, 
civiUty,  and  gratitude,  with  which  they  are  invariably  received.  The 
number  of  learners  in  the  two  adult  schools  to  which  our  Association 
has  given  rise^  has  considerably  increased. 

One  of  our  districts,  a  small  and  rather  poor  one,  has  been  revisited 
throughout,  this  month,  and  fourteen  additional  free  contributors 
obtained :  the  Collectors  report  an  increasing  desire  to  possess  the  holy 
scriptures  as  being  very  evident*  The  Loan  Testaments  are  carefulhf 
preserved,  and  appear  to  be  diligently  and  gratefully  read. 

A  respectable  schoolmaster  in  one  of  our  districts,  tdho  is  a  free 
contributor,  expressed  a  great  desire  to  get  the  **  Monthly  Extracts,** 
offering  to  pay  for  them.  The  Collectors  supplied  him  with  some  odd 
numbers,  and  with  the  **  Southwark  Facts  :**  and  on  the  following 
week,  he  told  them  he  had  lent  the  latter  to  some  of  his  acquaintance, 
to  read;  and  that  a  mother  and  her  son  had,  in  consequence,  become 
free  contributors :  he  added,  that  he  should  now  read  those  interesting 
papers  to  the  boys  in  his  school,  that  they  might  know  and  understand 
what  that  great  Society  was  about,  to  which  he  had  himself  been  for" 
merly  opposed,  before  he  knew  the  good  it  was  doing. 

Another  district  reports: — An  aged  and  industrious  couple  have  been, 
from  the  establishment,  constant  and  cheerful  free  contributors.  They 
have  received,  at  cost  prices,  four  Testaments;  most  j  if  not  all  of  which, 
they  have  given  to  poor  children*  IVhen  the  order  for  the  lust  Testa^ 
ment  was  given  them,  they  were  asked  whether  they  purposed  continuing 
their  subscription :  **  Certainly,'*  was  the  reply  ;  "  there  are  plenty 
of  poor  children;  and  we  cannot  give  them  any  thing  better  than  a 
Testament." 

A  female  servant,  one  of  our  earliest  subscribers,  brought  the  cost 
price  for  six  Bibles  to  one  of  the  Collectors.  She  had  obtained  itfrowk 
some  of  her  acquaintance,  to  whom  the  Ladies  had  not  access. 

We  have  no  persons  to  recommend  for  gratuitous  grants  this  month; 
and  we  trust  the  system  of  loans  will  gradually  supersede  the  former 
mode  of  supply* 

J.  0>       •     •     •      1 

S.P.     ...     >  Members  of  the  District  Committee. 

J.M.ir.  .    .    } 

X>^K>0O00OOOO<XX>00< 

There  is  yet  another,  and  an  important  document,  which  . 
demands  consideration,  and  forms  an  appropriate  conclusion 
of  this  SectiojL  It  is  a  judicious  regulation  of  every  well- 
constituted  society  of  a  benevolent  nature,  that  an  Annual 
Report  of  its  proceedings  and  results  shdU  be  submitted  to 
its  friends  'and  supporters,  by  those  to  whom  the  executive 
duties  have  been  entrusted :  and  in  no  case  have  the  advan- 
tages of  this  regulation  been  more  evident,  than  in  reference 
to  the  British  and  Forei^  Bible  Society.  The  numerous 
BepOTts  of  Auxiliary  and^ranch  Societies  and  Associations, 
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widi  the  periodical  und  oocasional  publications  of  die  Parait 
Institution^  have  enlightened  the  public  mind  on  the  nature; 
tendency,  and  effects  of  their  proceedings.  They  have  afibrded 
the  best  evidence  that  die  funds  have  been  faithfully  applied; 
diat  the  great  principle  of  the  Society  has  been  maintained 
inviolate;  and  that  the  results,  both  direct  and  collateral, 
have  been  in  a  high  degree  beneficial  In  the  perusal  of  the^ 
many  hundreds  of  these  Reports  which  have  £Eulen  under  die 
author  s  observation,  nodunff  has  appeared  to  him  more 
astonishing;^  than  the  univers^  prevalence  of  that  judgment, 
prudence,  and  charity,  so  essential  to  success.  When  it  is 
eonsiderai,  that,  on  a^moderate  computation,  at  least  twenty 
thousand  individuals,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  take  an 
active  part  in  die  concerns  of  diese  societies,  it  might  naturally 
be  expected  diat  occasional  deviations  from  die  strict  line  of 
propriety,  either  in  practice  or  in  language,  would  be  mani- 
tested.  Whatever  is  entrusted  to  human  agency,  necessarily 
jpartakes  of  human  frailty.  But  these  Iveports  speak  for 
diemselves:  and  the  author  is  not  ashamed  to  confess,  that  the 
perusal  of  them  has  deepened  the  impression  long  made  oii 
his  mind,  in  contemplatinflr  the  rise  and  progress  ofthe  Bible 
&>cietv,  that  *^  this  counsel  and  this  work  is  ^God  !" 

b  AssociaitionB  which  hold  their  own  Annual  Meetings^  the 
Reports  are  read  at  such  meeting;  in  a  Gentlemen's  Associa^ 
don,  by  the  Minute  Secretary ;  in  that  conducted  by  Ladies, 
by  die  Chairman,  or  by  one  of  die  Secretaries  of  the  society 
With  which  it  is  connected.  In  both  cases,  die  Report  is,  ge- 
nerally, printed  and  circulated  subsequently ;  although  some 
Associations  have  discontinued  the  practice  of  printing  their 
Beports.  The  propriety  or  impropriety  of  this  depends 
so  much  on  local  circumstances  and  opinions,  that  there* 
spective  Committees  can  alone  be  die  proper  judges:  but  in 
sueh  eases,  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society  should  include  all  the  particulars  relative  to  its 
Associations. 

In  Associations  connected  with  a  Ladies*  Branch  Society, 
the  Annual  Reports  are  transmitted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Branch;  and  one  general  Report  is  prepared,  which  is  read  at 
die  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Auxilia:^  Society.  The  following 
Specimen  belongs  to  this  class. 


MO.  XXV. — ANNUAL  ILEPORT. 


T.  This  Report  is  detailed  on  a  sheet  of  folio  paper ;  and  the 
printed  fortn  occupies  about  one-third  of  the  first  page.  The 
returns  under  the  several  heads  exhibit  a  dear  view  of  the  concerns 
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of  the  Associatioiiy  and  of  its  annual  progress  towards  the  attain* 
mcnt  of  its  object*  This^  it  should  always  be  recollected,  is  two- 
fold ^  first,  the  supply  of  local  wants;  and  secondly,  the  supply  of 
all  mankind  with  tne  noly  scriptures. 

II.  The  Collectors  should  be  requested  to  specify,  in  their  Re-, 
ports  to  the  Monthly  Committee-meeting  immediately  preceding 
every  Annual  Meeting,  tlie  number  of  families  visited  during  the 
past  jear,  and  the  numbers  still  destitute  of  the  holy  scriptures. 
This  18  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  Visiting  and  Collecting 
Books,  and  constitutes  an  important  hei^  of  infonntthm.  The 
sourtes  that  supply  the  returns  under  all  the  other  heids,  have  been 
pointed  out  in  the  observations  on  the  preceding  numbers* 

lit.  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  Facts  and  Observations 
detailed  -in  theSe  Specimens  are  extracted  from  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Ladies'  Bible  Societies  of  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Ply* 
raouUi.  In  the  M\omng  Specimen  there  are  some  exceptions  to 
this  remark.  The  interesting  fact  numbered  (2)  is  derived  from  the 
Ladies'  Bible  Association  of  Chrisichurch ;  that  numbered  (8)  from 
the  Association  of  Douglas^  Isle  of  Man ;  and  (4),  (5),  (6),  and  (7)» 
from  the  Associations  established  at  Hull. 

IV.  In  the  preparation  of  an  Annual  Report  of  a  Bible  Associa- 
tion, simplicity  of  languaf^e  and  perspicuity  t>f  detail  Should  be 
principally  studied^  especially  in  reference  to  those  Associations 
which  bold  their  own  Annual  Meetings*  Few  of  the  poor  are 
habituated  to  an  argumentative  disquisition ;  but  ^  can  understand 
i^ori  and  simple  statements,  and  those  iiistances  of  individual  re-' 
formation^  and  moral  improvement,  that  constitute  the  best  e^enoe 
of  the  beneficial  tendency  and  effects  of  the  system.  Allusion  has 
already  l>een  made  {set  No.  x.)  to  the  importance  of  strict  and 
judicious  investigation,  bisfore  these  facts  are  imported  to  the  Com* 
mittee ;  but  an  «qual-  degt«e  of  judgment  is  iteqnisite  in  selecting 
them  for  the  publiceye.-  -  With  a  dae  regard  to  brevity  and  variety, 
it  miay  be  safely  ass^rt^,  that  one  well-authenticated  instance  of 
moral  reformation  is  of  inoire  vsliie  thaii  jSf/y  professions  of  attach- 
ment to  the  Bible.  Deeds. speak  louder  than  words :  and  those  on 
whom  the  sacred  Oracles  have  made  thie  deepest  impression,  will 
shew  their  faith  by  their  works,  rather  than  their  oral  declarations  :— 

SHent  snd  Aill  the  dbqMif  rivers  flow  < 
'Tis  skicMow  brooln  that  babble  as  they  gOb 

V.  The  printed  form  that  occupies  the  first  part  of  this  Report 
has  not  been  adopted  by  any  Associations,  except  those  connected 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch.  How  far  it  may  be  deemed  applicable  in 
other  cases,  is  a  matter  of  local  consideration ;  but  its  sidvantages^ 
in  presenting  a  lucid  and  connected  statement,  are  sufficiently 
evident^  The  remarks  submitted  in  the  last  division  of  Secti<m  Y« 
Chap.  II.,  and  those  in  reference  to  the  same  subject  in  Section  iV. 
of  Ctiap.  ni.,  afford  every  requisite  explanation  relative  to  tfacfBiidde 
tof  conducting  a  General  Meeting. 
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specimen  of  the  AinnrAX.  Bkport  of  a  Bible  AflMiciatioiL 


SPECIMEN 

OF  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Charles'  Ladies^  Bible  Associatiok. 

P^TMenfod  9M  of  December,  ISia 


1.  N^.orFaDifiesvisftedthitTMr  ... 
S.  I>*.of  FusContrib*.nowittb8cribiDg 
S.  Total  N*.  of  D*.  since  establishment 

4.  N*.  of  BiBLB  Subsci*.  not  yet  supplied 

5.  Total  No.  of  I>».  since  establishment 


1799 
447 
478 
182 
269 


6.  N*.  of  Copies  distrib.  this  Tear, 

At  Cost  Prices.  .  • 
Under  Cost  Prices 
Ocatuitously   •  •  . 

Total  •  .  . 

7.  Total  N*.  distributed  since  the 

establishment, 

At  Cost  Prices  .  . 
Under  Cost  Prices 
ChfatoHottslj   •  .  . 

Gancial  Total  •  • 


Bibles. 
58 
15 


S5 


Test 
25 

8 

I 


34 


58 
15 


55 


54 


8.  Amount  received  this  Year, 

In  Pass  Contributions 

In  Boole  Subscriptions 

Total  •  .  •  . 

9.  AmooBtreceiTedrineailie  esta* 

blishmeot. 
In  FasB  Contribudona  •  . 
In  BiBLa  Subscriptiona    < 
General  Total     •  .  . 

10*  Amount  paid  to  the  Xadtet* 
Branch  this  Tear, 
For  Bibles  and  Testamenta  . 

For  General  Oferject 

Total  .... 

Amount  paid  to  I>.  since  the 
establishment. 
For  Bibles  and  Testamenta  . 

For  General  Object 

General  Total .  .  «  •  • 


11< 


150.     7  ,0 


77, 
79, 


81 
58 


150 


81  , 
58: 


19.  Number  of  FeraoM  soppUed  with  Loan  Testamenta  this  Tear 8fi  » 

15.  D*.  of  D*.  supplied  with  I>.  since  the  establishment 86 

14.  Amount  of  Incidental  Expenses  this  Tear • 

15.  Total  amountof  D*.      D*.  ainoe  the  establishment «  •••«•••••« 
18.  Number  of  Districta 

17.  Number  of  Ladies  now  on  the  Committee 

18.  N«.  of  Families  destitota  of  the  Holy  Scriptnratiaaihr  at  on  be  ateartainedt  4161 


4 


7.6 
19.6 


150.     7.0 


11  . 
8. 


O.O 


11 

8  . 


150 :    O.O 


7 
7 


Inproaoptiiig  their  flitt  Annual  Beport,  the  Committee  desire  to  acknoir- 
ledge,  with  reverent  gratitttde,  the  extennon  of  the  Divine  blessing  in  giv. 
ing  effect  to  their  humble  exertions.  To  the  same  aouioe  of  Infinite  Mercy, 
thej  would  trace  that  uninterrupted  harmon j  which  has  characterized  th^ 
proceedings ;  and  to  its  continued  influence  thej  would  look,  for  the  alnlitj 
to  preserve  unimpaired  that  pure  principle,  whidi  can  alone  enable  them  ^  la 
kt^tkM  tmity  tftke  SyirU  fnihahwdof  Peace.** 

In  reviewing  the  eve&te  of  the  last  jear,  we  cannot  help  contrasting  our 
pftieent  feelings  of  grateful  satiafeetion,  with  those  that  occupied  our  minds 
when  we  firrt  engaged  in  this  intereating  undertaking.  It  is  true  we  had 
Bot,even  then,  any  doubta  as  to  the  importance  of  the  cause,  and  the  advan* 
tagea  likelj  to  accrue  fitmi  our  visite  to  the  poor :  but  n^j  foars  and  ^A^ 
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culties  suggested  tbemsehree^  aruing  out  of  the  state  of  the  labouring  classes, 
and  their  presumed  misapprehension  of  our  motives  and  intentions.  These 
fears  and  difficulties  we  have  indeed  found  to  be  imaginary :  we  have  been 
unifbrmlj  treated,  not  only  with  respect,  but  with  the  greatest  kindness  and 
aiTcction.  The  weekly  visits  by  the  Collectors  are  anticipated  with  evident 
and  cordial  satisfaction;  and  are  rendered  increasingly  gratifying,  by  the 
improved  habits  of  cleanliness,  order,  and  decorum,  chat  are  gradually  ex- 
tending among  the  subscribers.  In  reference  to  this  subject,  and  as  an  illus* 
tration  of  these  remarks,  the  following  fact,  reported  by  the  Collectors  of  one 
of  our  districts,  is  presented. 

(i.)  ^^  Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  the  Association,  we  called  on  a  poor 
woman  in  our  district ;  and,  in  answer  to  our  inquiry,  were  informed  that  she 
had  neither  Bible  nor  Testament.  Her  manner,  and  general  appearance, 
gave  us  reason  to  fear  that  she  attached  no  importance  to  the  inquiry,  nor  any 
value  to  the  Sacred  Volume.  She  and  her  children  were  ragged ;  her  apart- 
ments extremely  dirty ;  and  every  object  around  denoted  idleness  and  waste. 
After  some  conversation,  she  agreed  to  become  a  subscriber.  In  the  course 
of  a  short  time,  the  sum  was  completed,  and  she  received  her  Bible. '  Not 
many  weeks  had  elapsed,  when  she  sent  a  message,  requesting  us  to  call  upon 
her  again,  as  jhe  was  particularly  desirous  of  seeing  us.  We  complied  with 
•  her  .wishes,  and  were  highly  gratified  by  our  visit  The  poor  woman  burst  into 
tears  as  soon  as  she  saw  us;  and,  in  the  most  affecting  and  grateful  language, 
expressed  her  feelings.-^-*  Never,*  said  she  (takiiw  down  the  Bible  from 
the  clean  shelf  on  which  it  was  placed),  *  never  canlpay  sufficiently  for  this 
Book :  it  has  proved  a  blessing  to  me,  and  my  dear  huslMnd.*  Unon  further 
conversation,  we  discovered  t&t,  indeed,  a  great  alteration  had  taken  place  in 
her  habits  and  conduct ;  and  that  both  spiritual  and  temporal  benefit  appeared 
to  have  resulted  to  her  fiunily  and  hersdf  from  the  perusal  of  the  Scriptures. 
From  never  having  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  a  place  of  worship,  we  now 
learnt  that  she  was  constant  in  her  attendance :  her  cliildren  seemed  no 
longer  neglected;  her  room  was  in  perfect  order;  and  every  thing  wore  the 
-air'of  neatness  and  comfort.'* 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  add  the  testimony  derived  from  their  limited 
experience,  to  those  of  other  and  older  Associations,  in  favour  of  the  plan 
adopted  for  supplying  the  poor  with  the  holy  scriptures,  through  iJUir  mm 
iiu^mtiUaiity*  It  has  been  abundantly  proved,  that  the  value  of  the  Bible 
Is  considerably  enhanced  by  its  being  obtained  through  some  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  the  receiver ;  and  &w  inde^  are  the  instances,  in  this  happy  land, 
wherein  some  portion  of  the  cost  price  cannot  be  contributed.  One  of  these 
instances,  however,  has  fallen  under  our  observation,  in  a  manner  so  pecu- 
liarly  calculated  to  excite  attention,  that  we  cannot  refinin  from  placing  it 
on  more  permanent  record. 

(S.)  Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  this  Association,  one  of  the  Secro- 
taries  called  at  the  house  of  a  poor  widow,  who  was  a  free  contributor  of 
a  penny  a-week.  On  asking  who  lived  at  the  a(\joining  cottage,  the  woman 
replied,  that  it  was  a. poor,  aged,  bedridden  cripple.  *'*'  But,  Madam,*'  added 
she,  ^*  it  is  of  no  use  for  you  to  call  on  her,  as  she  is  too  poor  to  subscribe 
any  thing  for  a  Bible."  On  hearing  the  name  of  the  poor  sufferer,  the  Lady 
immediately  recollected  that  she  was  entered  as  a  subscriber  of  ourpence 
a-week,  for  a  SmalUpica  Bible :  and  on  mentioning  this,  with  some  expres- 
sion of  surprise,  to  the  widow,  the  latter  appeared  confUaed ;  and  at  length 
confessed,  that  her  two  little  daughters  had  privately  agreed  to  subscribe  two- 
pence a-week  each,  out  of  their  earnings  at  a  manufactory,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide this  poor  destitute  cripple  with  a  Bible;  and  the  money  was  paid  ia  km- 
name,  that  their  benevolent  secret  might  not  txanspiTe. 
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We  feel  convinced,  that  the  estabUabment  of  the  Lcuor  Pvim  has  been 
Iiroductive  of  much  benefit,  both  to  this  Society  and  the  poor.  The  dfeliglit 
with  which  the  Testaments  have  been  always  received,  and  the  eagemesB 
which  many  have  manifested  to  obtain  nmilar  ones,  which  they  mi^t  call 
iheir  Mm,  are  gratifying  proofe  of  the  truth  of  this  observation. 

(3.)  We  have  been  delighted  in  perceiving  the  deep  and  increasing  intevest 
whkh  the  poor  manifest  in  the  Foreign  object  of  the  Bible  Society ;  a  feeling 
that  has  been  considerably  strengthened  and  extended  by  the  circulation  of 
the  JHonikfy  Exintets  of  Correspondence.  The  following  tact  is  a  gratifying 
evidence  of  this  prevalent  sentiment  ;-^ 

A  woman,  whose  husband  possesses  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  with  wIuhb, 
when  visiting  the  district,  we  had  left  some  papers,  explanatory  of  the  nm- 
ture  of  the  Association,  called  at  our  house  one  day,  and  presented  three 
ahillings,  which  she  said  was  to  go  towards  the  purchase  of  a  large  Bible  fn 
herselt,  as  the  one  she  possessed  was  of  so  small  a  print  she  could  scaroely 
read  it.  At  the  same  time  she  expressed  her  desire  to  become  a  ftee  coo- 
tributor,  and  laid  down  threepence  for  the  three  weeks  whidi  had  elapsed 
suioe  we  called  on  her.  Although  gratified  by  her  cheerM  wHlingnefls  to 
sitbseribe,  we  were  inclined  to  think  she  did  not  understand  what  was  meant 
by  a  free  contributor ;  and  therefore  asked,  whether  it  was  her  intention  to 
subscribe  freely  while  she  was  also  paying  for  her  own  Bible  P  ^  Yefl,** 
she  replied ;  **  I  see,  by  the  papers  you  gave  me,  how  necessary  it  is  to 
give  money  to  get  Bibles  for  the  poor  creatures  in  foreign  countries  :**  and 
bursting  into  tears,  she  added,  "  Oh  1  how  much  better  are  thep  when  thej 
get  Bibles  $  and  how  much  more  iJkgy  profit  by  them  than  we  do,  who  know 
what  we  ought  to  do  !** 

It  has  been  firequently  remarked,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Sodety,  and  of  its  numerous  Auxilianes  and  Associations, 
have  produced  a  two^^ld  efiect-^that  of  exciting  a  tfeitrs  to  possess  and  read 
the  Sacred  Volume,  as  well  as  supplying  the  wants  of  the  poor.  Of  this  we 
have  had  many  proofii  $  among  which  &ie  following  are  not  the  least  gnu 
tifying:— 

(4.)  A  little  girl,  having  heard  the  CoUectors,  aA  they  called  at  a  neigii. 
bourns  house,  immediately  offered  her'  subscription  of  twopence  a-week  for  a 
Bible.  On  being  asked  how  she  could  afford  it,  she  said,  she  gathered  a 
pennyworth  of  bones  every  week ;  and  she  would  try  to  gather  more,  so  as  to 
add  another  penny  to  it     She  has  since  paid  threepence  a-week. 

(5.)  A  German  coal-carrier,  who  had  received  a  Bible  fivm  the  Hull  Bible 
Society,  was  asked  by  one  of  our  Collectors,  whether  he  could  afibrd  to  be- 
come  a  free  contributor.  '*  Oh,  yes,"  he  replied ;  "  for  I  do  not  only  poe- 
BOSS  an  English  Bible,  but  a  German  one,  which  I  loved  in  my  own  ooun- 
try ;  and  I  do  so  wish  every  body  to  have  one,  that  I  will  subscribe  to  send 
the  Bible  back  to  my  own  country.'* 

(6.)  A  woman,  beinff  asked  to  become  a  free  contributor,  replied,  that  she 
wmild  give  a  penny  as  long  as  she  had  two  in  the  world.  And  a  neighboui^ 
asking  her  what  the  Ladies  were  about ;  she  answered,  *'  Collecting  for  the 
Bible  Society :  and  when  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  is  the  question,  the 
cause  must  be  good." 

(7.)  A  poor  man,  who  had  saved  some  money,  in  order  to  spend  it  at  tkt 
ftir,  on  hearing  of  the  Bible  Associations,  thou{^t  he  might  devote  it  to  a 
better  purpose,  and  requested  he  might  have  a  Testament  of  the  lazsest  type, 
as  he  had  a  mother  residing  in  Lincolnshire,  whose  sight  was  bad  mm  i^^ 
^e  said,  he  knew  she  would  lie  delighted  with  one  of  the  Society's  Test*. 
xnents,  and  shed  many  a  tear  over  it,  as  she  had  offered  up  many  a  prayer 
for  the  Bible  Society.    He  then  added,  **  A$0oon  as  I  caaafod  it,  1 1 
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toflubtcrite  for  a  Bible  &t  mTself ;  as  I  Imcm  a  nan  Who  had  one  fhnb  ydat 
ABwiciatkm,  and  befbre  he  got  it  he  was  uUftr  rtform  :  ^  but  now,*  utyn  he, 
*  Thomas,  /  keve  reoii  the  Bible,  amd  i  hope  it  hat  hwem  blemed  te  me,  iae  f 
jhui  Tefenn  wtuet  befiti  in  tHjf  cwh  heurt* 

(8.)  A  boj,  about  ten  jean  of  age,  lieqtientlj  aaked  the  Collector,  witll 
gKat  aaxietj,  how  much  he  had  to  paj  towards  his  Bible  ?  The  last  thne 
siie  oaUed  upon  him  he  repeated  the  inquiry.  The  money  owing  ivas  It.  M, 
He  gave  her  threepence.  In  the  evening  he  called  on  her,  to  ask  if  she  wotild 
allow  him  to  have  his  Bible  ?  The  Collector  suppoaed  he  had  xeoeived  a  pie^ 
sent ;  as  he  had  before  brought  her  It.  IM  which  was  siven  him  as  aChrist- 
mas  gift  But  he  infbrm^  her,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  a  lady  called 
ai^his  ikther^s  house,  who  had  taken  a  great  ihncy  to  a  little  dogof  his^andolRered 
togive  him  a  shilling  for  it  He  whispered  to  his  brother,  ^  It  will  not  pinr 
Ibr  my  ^blew**  His  brother  told  the  lady  what  he  had  said ;  and  hi^uatM, 
that,  if  she  pleased  to  give  him  flvepence  more,  he  thought  he  might  be  per-i 
auaded  to  pert  with  his  little  favourite.  ^  I  will  freely  give  him  the  other 
pence,  replied  the  lady,  in  so  good  a  cause.**  By  this  means  the  little 
fellow  was  enabled  to  have  hn  long-wished-for  Bible  sooner  than  he  expected. 

(9.)  On  calling  upon  a  boy  for  his  subscription,  he  came  delighted  from 
hiB  work  with  a  Bible  under  his  arm,  that  he  had  received  as  a  present.  His 
omtribution  pteviously  was  only  a  penny ;  now,  he  said,  he  would  advance 
H  to  threepence  weddy,  to  procure  a  Bible  ibr  his  Ikthcn 

(10.)  A  little  girl  earnestly  requested,  and  obtained  permisaion  from  her 
mother,  to  subscribe  the  sum  of  si:kpence  per  week,  arxfling  from  the  sale  of 
Ibwers  out  of  their  garden,  which  had  been  allowed  her  fbr  the  purchase  of « 
new  bonnet ;  whidi  ^e  said  she  would  much  rather  spend  for  a  large  Bible; 
as  she  could  then  lend  it  to  her  mother,  who  had  only  a  small  one.  After 
paying  the  fbll  price,  and  veceivinjp  it  at  the  last  distribution,  she  brought  t4 
the  Collector  her  new-yesr*8  gil^  of  ^pence,  as  a  free  donation. 

There  is  something  in  the  very  name  and  character  of  the  Btvlk,  tiiat 
excites  respect  and  attention  even  from  unblushing  profligacy ;  and,  by  a 
natural  transition,  some  portion  of  this  Ibtiing  is  tr^isferred  towards  thosd 
who  are  privikoed  to  co-operate  In  its  universal  dissemination*  In  this  point 
ef  view,  the  fbUowing  extract  nlay  not  be  uninteresting  r^- 

(1 1.)  As  two  of  the  CoUectors  were  going  their  usual  round,  in  one  of  the 
streets  they  heard  a  group  of  women  quarrelling.  As  tiiey  approached  near 
the  place  fhnn  whence  the  noise  proceeded,  they  were  perceived  by  one  of  the 
women,  who  exdaimed,  **  Hurii !  hush !  the  Bible  Ladies  are  coDrnig.** 
Upon  hearing  this  they  immediately  separated,  and  returned  quickly  to  their 
houses. 

Although  the  Christian  requires  no  evidence  of  the  sufBeiency  of  the 
Scriptures,  under  the  teadung  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  make 
men  '^  wise  nnte  satttatiemy  through  faith  wMeh  ii  fA  CBmisT  Jescs,'*  yet 
every  renewed  confirmation  of  this  sacred  truth,  as  exhibited  in  a  corre. 
toonding  change  of  life,  will  be  welcomed  by  those,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
fevine  u\Junc8on,  judge  of  the  "  Tree"  by  iu  *'  Fruits.** 

(IS.)  A  Collector  lent  a  Testament  to  a  poor  woman  wlib  wis  unable  to 
flubscribe  for  one.  About  six  weeks  after,  as  the  Collector  was  passing  by, 
Ae  called  her  in,  and  todd  her,  that  the  Testament  she  had  lent  had  been 
the  means  of  channng  her  hu8band*s  conduct ;  fbr  he  used  to  be  quarreU 
some,  fbnd  of  the  akhouse,  and  never  went  to  any  place  of  worddp.  AWr, 
he  is  quiet  in  his  temper,  fbnd  of  remaimng  in  the  house ;  and  every  oppor-' 
tnttity  he  has,  he  nads  the  Testiftient  to  his  ohildren,  and  regularly  attends 
diviiie  service. 
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(13.)  The  Collector  in  No.  36  District,  reports,  tha^  she. lent  one  of  her 
subscribers  a  Testament,  with  which  he  and  his  wife  were  mucii  pleased  i 
they  read  it  every  opportunity.  When  the  Collector  first  called,  the  maa 
could  not  read ;  but  he  has  since  been  taught  by  an  old  match-man,  wha 
lodges  with  them.  The  papers  explaining  the  nature  of  the  Institution,  * 
that  were  left  when  the  District  was  first  visited,  are  treasured  up  and  read 
every  Sunday  night.  They  say,  '^  they  are  sure  that  God  sent  the  Bible 
Lisdies  to  their  cellar ;  for  they  are  much  happier  since  they  visited  them 
than  ever  they  were  before." 

After  the  mention  of  fiicts  such  as  these,  wiU  it  be  necessary  to  inform  you,, 
that  the  strong  and  prevalent  sentiment  of  the  poor  towards  their  Collectors 
is  that  of  affectionate  gratitude  /^-This  feature  is  so  striking,  that  your  Com* 
mittee,  in  speaking  of  it,  feel  that  they  are  in  no  danger  of  exaggeration. 
In  a  variety  of  ways,  and  by  a  thousand  little  actions,  it  is  so  feelingly  and' 
unequivocally  expressed,  that  the  heart  must  be  cold  which  could  be  insen- 
sible  to  it.  One  poor  woman,  who  had  received  a  Bible,  hearing  that  her 
Collector  was  ill,  called  at  the  house  to  inqiure  for  her,  ofiering  her  services 
*'  by  day  or  by  night,"  if  they  could  be  of  any  avail  Oftentimes  is  the 
little  gajrden  stripped  of  its  finest  flowers  for  a  nos^pay,  to  welcome  the  arrival . 
of  the  Collector.  A  basket  of  fresh  vegetables,  a  plant,  or  some  little  article 
of  curious  manufiu:ture,  have  been  so  many  proo&  that  your  Collectors  are 
beloved— that  the  poor  are  giatefiiL  A  poor  woman  who  was  subscribing  for 
a  Bible,  and  whose  poverty  induced  the  Collectors  to  recommend  her  as  a 
claimant  on  a  benevolent  society,  received  them  on  their  next  visit  with 
strong  emotions  of  afiection  and  sensibility,  earnestly  wishing  she  had  any 
thing,  in  ^^  her  poor  little  way,"  worth  presenting:  and  when  they  assured 
her  they  were  amply  recompensed  by  seeing  her  neat  apartment,  and  bein^ 
able,  through  a  kindred  institution,  to  procure  her  any  additional  comforts,' 
she  seemed  as  if  considering  how  she  should  evince  her  feelings;  when 
taking  down  two  ears  of  Indian  com,  she  presented  one  to  each  Collector^ 
strongly  urging  their  acceptance ;  and  was  so  pained  by  their  refusal  (aa 
though  fearmg  it  was  not  '^  good  enough**)  that  they  wene  compelled  to. 
accept  her  gratefiil  tribute.* 

It  is  the  peculiar,  the  distinguishing  feature  of  this  charity,  that  its  tow 
dency  is  always  in  favour  of  the  better  feelings  of  our  nature.  The  ke^  that 
unlocks  the  most  sullen  and  selfish  heart  is  fUwtn&ti ;  employ  but  this  meano, 
and  the  benevolent  affections  spring  forth  in  all  their  energy,  in  bosoms 
where  their  existence  might,  previously,  have  been  doubted.  Casual,  though 
munificent,  bounty,  often  fails  in  accomplishing  this :  but  the  individual  who 
from  week  to  we^,  and  from  month  to  month,  pursues  with  untiring  dili» 
gence,  and  firequently  ^t  the  expense  of  personial  ease  and  comfort,  a  work 
whose  law  is  kindness — whose  ol^ect  is  mercy^whose  only  reward  is  found 
in  the  increased  happiness  of  mankind— i^ves  such  a  proof  of  the  purity  and 
disinterestedness  of  her  charity,  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  heart  becomes  • 
willing  captive  to  its  influence. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  cordially  invite  the  cooperation  and  support 
of  those  benevolent  Ladies,  who  may  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  to  this 
important  work,  without  the  neglect  of  any  more  immediate  duty.  Thej 
beg  leave  to  assure  them,  that  the  office  of  a  Collector  is  formidable  in  i^itpsor- 
mnce  only ;  and  shotUd  it  even  be  attended  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  small  portion 
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of  that  tune,  much  of  which  may  innooent^y  and  laudaUj  be  devoted  to 
SjateUectual  pursuits,  or  the  acquisition  of  degant  accomplishments,  your 
Committee  Uiink  thej  will  not  regret  the  exchimge,  when  what  U  now  pre- 
sent and  future  becomes  irrevocablj  past ; — when  all  the  glories  that  now 
gild  the  twilight  of  time,  shall  &de  before  the  splendour  of  ettmal  dajf  ; 
—when  the  Son  of  Man,  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  as  the  Judge  of 
W  assembled  universe,  shall  deign  to  acknowledge  the  work  of  fiuth  and 
labour  of  love  of  the  humblest  of  His  followers  in  those  transporting 
words, — ^  IWASMCCH  as  pe  AoM  done  ii  imis  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
hrefkreifi  ft  ktfve  im$  it  mte  Afe.**  : 


SECTION  VI. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 


\  .   When  it  is  considered,  that,  on  a  moderate  computation, 

f  st  least  ten  thousand  Ladies  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are 

1  engaged  in  the  practical  application  of  the  system  detailed  in 

(  the  preceding  Sections,  and  that  many  of  these  ^'  honourable 

'  vomen'*    are  distinguished  for  their  elevated  rank,   their 

I  talents,  and  their  virtues ;  it  becomes  a  matter  of  profitable 

i  hiquiry,  whether  the  benefit  derived  from  their  generous 

f  ceal   and  disinterested  services  be  commensurate  with  the 

I  titaie  and  energy  thus    benevolently  directed.      That    the 

I  results  have  satisfied  themselves,  is  a  truth  which  their  steady 

I  jperseverance  satisfactorily  establishes :  and  the  instances  of 

,  moral  benefit,  interspersed  throughout  this  Chapter,  will 

I  suflSciently  account  for  their  unabated  ardour  in  a  cause,  the 

'  happy  efiects  of  which  they  daily  behold.     But  there  are 

many  extensive  districts    of   our  own  country,  nominally. 

included  by  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Sodeties,  to  which  this 

portion  of  the  system  may  be  advantageously  applied ;  and 

an  the  Continent  of  Europe  it  has  b^n  but  very  partially 

adopted  in  a  few  principal  towns.      Under  a  conviction, 

dierefore,  that  the  tendency  and  efiects  of  those  institutions 

have  not  yet  receiyed  a  due  share  of  public  attention ;  and 

satisfied  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  inyestigate  their  merits, 

in  order  to  promote  their  uniyersal  extension;  ihe  author 

submits  the  following  illustration  of  those  remarks  which 

have  been  already  offered  in  Section  VIL  of  Chap.  III.  and 

in  other  divisions  of  the  present  work. 

1.  The  effects  oiArnxUiofy  Societies,  in  exciting  a  desire  to  possess 
the  holy  scriptures,  has  been  already  shewn  m  the  Preliminary 
Observations,  Chap.  II. ;  and  the  foUowbg  Table  will  satisfactorily 
establish  the  extension  of  this  result,  by  means  of  Ladks"  Bilk 
Jssociations. 
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issued  ia 
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l58,4Sd 
998,eS8 

9,764.  T-  B 
66,056.   0.    7 

987,087 

65,880.    7.    9 

1,145,381 
503,84a 

185,561.  9.  4 
55,170.18.    e 

1,649,161 

180,733.   I.IO 

846»568-   9.   7 

^  Of  the  direct  benei^ita  resaltiBg  from  this  im^^atied  circulajtio^ 
of  the  holy  scriptureft,  ai;id  oonsequently  to  be  atoribed,  ui^r  tl^ 
Divine  blessing,  to  the  institution  of  Bible  Associations,  namerouft 
instances  have  been  adduced  in  the  preceding  Section.  In  acldjn|^ 
to  this  mass  of  evidence,  the  only  difficulty  is,  to  select  such  testi- 
monies as  may  place  the  subject  in  every  point  of  vieiv;  and  thus 
attract  the  attention  of  some  who  have  hitherto  appeared  indifferent 
to  the  progress  of-  a  caose,  wherein  the  best  mterests  of  their 
country  are  involved. 

Htnieit-9n'T%aM9s  Lttdia^y  1816.—^  One  person,  who  has  now  given  her 
name  as  a  /Vm  contributor,  had  be&n  determinately  veftued,  being  decidedly 
ef  opinion  that  no  benefit  could  srise  from  sudi  an  instiluUon.  The  only 
reason  which  now  induces  her  to  subscribe,  is  the  evident  impfov^nent  i^ 
the  conduct  of  those  in  the  district  who  a^  subscriben  to  this  society.** 

ff^estminsier^  1818. — "  An  interesting  circumstance  has  lately  occurre4  in 
tmi  district.  A  person  of  veiy  ilepraved  habits,  who  was  a  ringleader  in 
eveiy  spades  ef  disnpatlon,  and  especially  eminent  as  a  pogilist,  had  his 
atterfHios  ditect^d  to  setious  sul^acts.  The  escigy  of  character  by  whieh 
he  esSNieded  bis  oompaaions  in  wickedness^  now  disfdays  itself  in  waUm^ 
▼ouring  to  do  good:  be  is  become  as  earnest  in  invi^tin^lda  former attooialSB 
to  attend  public  worship,  as  he  was  before  in  encouraging  than  to  Anok  at 
to  fight.  He  is,  of  course,  a  diligent  reader  of  bis  wSb  ;  and  anxious  Co 
give  his  igftorsnt  nei^bpUis  ths  OMans  of  partid|Nit>ag  in  the  advantages 
and  enjoyments  he  himself  has  experienoed,  he.  has  bmme  a  Collecler'li6 
our  Bible  Asspciation,  and,  among  the  most  unpromising  bsbitatlflps  tH 
Westminster,  has  procufec^  'f^Apn  subscribers  for  Bibles,  three  of  irhom 
have  entered  themselves  in  aii'  Adult  School  to  he  tought  to  readl" 

G^daiminfF,  1815.—**  Your  Committee  have  heard,  with  peculiar  pleasu^ 
tfaatthehahits  of  npeont^^  and  ilr«sAcsifeei9  are  certainly  lessening    and  that 
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Oodalming,  Rochester,  Blackheatb,  Famham,  hbc 

thoae  of  titeeneft  ^rdery  Mtfnomy,  and  vithuiiyy  are  evidentlj  increasiDg 
among  the  poor  in  this  neighhourhood." 

Rockuier^  9(e.  1880.—"  We  are  not  at  a  loss  to  prove  that  the  Scriptures 
have  mllj  been  productive  of  moral  and  religious  good.  We  know  that 
many  who  swore,  swear  no  more  f — ^that  manj  who  were  spending  their  all 
in  public-houses,  and  therebj  bringing  ruin  upon  themselves  and  their 
fiunilies,  are  become  domestic  and  moral,  if  not  religious  characters— -that 
roan  J,  who  have  scarcelj  had  bread  to  eat,  have  submitted  to  privations  and 
distim»  rather  than  break  the  commandments  of  God,  or  the  ]aws  of  their 
CQuntx/.'* 

BUufkJUaikt  18l4.~'^*The  Bible  Associaticm  formed  in  the  Dock-jard  at 
Woolwich  has  705  subscribers  at  one  penny  a-week  each,  fUmishin^  the 
annual  amount  ot  £.lb\.  lbs.  The  Committee  remark,  irith  the  highest 
satisftction,  ^  that  in  manj  instances  the  perusal  of  the  Word  of  God  has 
produced,  as  was  to  be  expected,  a  very  manifest  improvement  in  the  moral 
conduct  of  those  who  have  received  it.'  In  proof  of  this,  the  Committee 
quote  especially  the  language  of  Mr.  WiUmott,  of  the  Woolwich  rope-yard  i 
who  testifies,  ^  that  there  appears  a  general  reform  in  the  moral  character  of 
the  rope-makers  there  employed.'  Formeriy,  their  habits  were  exceedin^y 
censurable ;  intoxication  and  profime  swearing  being  very  common  amongst 
thte.  '  ^  But  now,'  he  sayS)  ^  it  is  very  unusual  to  see  a  single  individual 
the  least  disguised  in  liquor,  while  on  duty  {  nor  does  he  ever  now  hear 
them  make  use  of  the  profime  and  blasphemous  expressions  formerly  so  com- 
monly indulged  in  that  yard.'  " 

Dittoy  1819-— ^^  One  of  the  parishes  within  the  rohere  of  this  Society's 
labours,  and  where  an  Association  was  formed  about  four  years  ago,  consists 
chiefly  of  fimners,  labourers,  and  mechanics.  Every  Sunday  afternoon,  it 
has  been  long  customary  for  the  former's  men  to  assemble  together  in  the 
stables,  and  talk  over  tiie  occurrences  of  the  week.  The  intention  having 
been  to  divert  each  oth^r,  the  practice,  according  to  their  own  account,  was 
to  relate  childish  tales,  and  often  folse  stories,  for  this  purpose.  Some  of 
the  men  having  been  supplied  with  the  Scriptures,  it  has  afforded  the  Com- 
mittee peculiar  satisfoction  to  become  spectators  of  the  moral  and  religious 
benefit  which  has  since  accrued.  Now,  every  Sunday  afternoon,  instead 
of  meeting  to  gamble,  engage  in  unbecoming  games,  and  utter  idle  or  pro- 
fone  language,  they  meet  to  hear  the  Scriptures  read  to  them.  One  of 
thdr  own  purty  is  often  seen  reading  to  the  rest,  while  they  earnestly  listen 
to  every  word.  Afterwards,  too,  as  soon  as  they  have  attended  to  their 
iHMVoidable  business,  they  no  longer  retort  to  a  public-house,  but  devoutJ^ 
attend  a  place  of  wonhip." 

FttmhMm  LaiM^  1816-—^*  Mrs.  -— ^  the  mother  of  a  numerous  fomily, 
which  she  had  entirely  n^lected,  for  the  sake  of  associating  with  persons  of 
the  most  abandoned  character,  was  formerly  a  bad  wife,  a  careless  mother, 
and  an  injurious  neighbour.  At  the  commencement  of  this  AsMciation,  in 
August,  1814,  she  because  a  subscriber;  and  reouved  a  Bible  in  April,  ISlli* 
Seme  time  afterwards,  there  was  a  visible  alteiarion  in  tlie  appearance  of 
Iwr  children,  who  were  much  neater,  and  seemed  happier  than  formerly  t^— 
sIk  has  become  active,  sober,  and  industrious  She  now  reads  the  Bihle  as 
often  as  her  numerous  engagements  will  permit ;  is  become  a  dutiftil  wtfoi 
an  alfoctlonate  mother,  a  good  neighbour ;  and  no  longer  fitequents  the  poblie-' 
house,  and  that  abandon^  society,  whidi  was  once  her  chief  empLoyment. 
aad  principal  delight" 

^  A  poor  man,  who  was  notorious  principally  for  his  intemperance  an4 
domes^  misconduct,  has  exhibited  a  remarkable  change  in  liis  behaviour* 
His  dilld  rscmved  a  Bible  flrom  the  Association  tweive  months  ago;  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  this  time  he  has  been  an  alterad  character :  he  has 
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Farnham,  Wokicgfaam,  St  Clement  Danes,  Windsor,  Worcester,  Plymouth. 

not  committed  one  act  of  intemperance ;  lus  fiunily  are  now  cleanly,  an<| 
happy  in  participating  a  father's  kindness,  instead  of  the  shameless  brutality  of 
intoxication ;  and  he  devotes  all  his  leisure  hours  to  the  duties  of  home;,  and 
to  the  perusal  of  the  Bible,  which  before  were  spent  in  the  joyous  thoag-h 
wretched  insanity  of  the  alehouse,  and  solely  mailed  by  the  n^lect  of  liiff 
&mily  and  every  kind  of  religious  duty." 

3.  Among  the  many  collateral  benefits  of  Bible  Associations, 
few  have  been  more  decisively  evinced  than  the  increasing  desire  to 
possess  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  other  valuable  publica- 
tions of  a  kindred  nature.  The  following  evidences'  of  this  disposi- 
tion will  afford  a  satisfactory  illustration  of  the  remarks  offered  on 
this  subject^  in  Section  XII.  of  Chapter  I. 

flaking  ham  Ladut\  188a-*''  Many  of  the  poor,  having  been  put  in 
possesion  of  the  inspired  volume,  have  become  anxious  to  supply  them- 
selves with  the  3ook  of  Common  Prayer :  and  thereby,  it  may  reasonably  be 
concluded,  they  have  gained  more  advantage  from  their  attendance  at. 
Church  than  before  this  Association  was  eistablished,  when  they  had  ndther 
Bible  nor  Prayer  Book.'* 

St,  Ciemeni  Danes^  f¥^esimm$ter^  1816.—'*  Many  of  those  who  are  at  pr&. 
sent  subscribing  for,  or  who  have  obtained  the  Scriptures^  have  eagerly  in- 
quired of  the  Collectors,  how  they  may  be  supplied  with  the  Common 
Pi^iyer-^ook." 

ff^in4*ory  1817.—**  The  Vicar  of  Staines  stated  a  &ct,  that  proved  thi^ 
support  which  Bible  Societies  afforded  to  the  Established  Church.  At 
Stainey,  soon  after  an  AuxiUaxy'  Sodety  was  formed,  the  demand  for  Prayer- 
Books  greatly  increased.  The  Church  is  better  filled,  the  populace  better 
disposed.  Thre^  hundred  Prayer-Books  had  been  ffijice  disposed  of  at  a  cheap 
rate;  and  the  demand  is  not  diminished.*' 

Henloft  1816. — **  Your  Committee  rejoice  in  being  enabled  to  state,  that 
t)ie  Xiadies  of  the  Henley  Bible  Association,  both  members  of  the  Establish- 
ment and  Dissenters,  have,  as  individuals^  received  subscriptions  for,  and 
supplied  the  poor  with,  a  greater  niunber  of  copies  of  the  Book  o£  Common 
Pniyer,  at  half  cost  price,  than  had  been  previously  distributed  in  this  dis-^ 
txict  during  many  years :  nor  has  a  solitary  case  occurred  wherein'  the 
application  has  not  been  promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with." 

4.  It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  an  increasing  desire  on  the 
part  of  both  children  and  adults  to  iearn  to  read,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  effects  produced  by  the  Bible  Society  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  The  following  extracts  will  establish  the  fdct  of  a  similar 
disposition  in  our  own  country,  and  on  the  American  continent. 

ff^ereeHer^  1813. — "  In  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Stourbridge,  mm 
hundred  and  ninitysix  persons,  between  the  ages  o{  fifieen  and  fn-tp-ftv^i 
who,  before  the  institution  of  a  Bible  Society  in  that  neighbourhood,  were 
unable  to  read,  have  voluntarily,  between  the  hours  of  labour,  began  to 
learn,  in  order  that  they  may  peruse  the  Scriptures."  To  this  statement  it 
is  added,— ^^  The  places  of  pubUc  worship  also  are  more  numeruualy  attended  i 
and  religious  animosities  are  much  softened,  if  not  entirely  subdued." 

Plymouth  L>adie$\  1819.—^^  Adults  have  commenced  learning  to  read.  A 
very  prosperous  sdiool  of  this  description,  ccmtaining  forty  scholars,  traces 
its  origin  eniirely  to  the  influence  of  your  Associations ;  and  those  pie. 
viously  existing  have  acknowledged  considerable  augmentatioo.  siace  tfa* 
period  of  your  commenoement :  scarcely  one  of  the  Associations   buA 
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OMotiona  aome  instaiice  of  this  efiect  having  been  produced.  ^  Our  Adult 
8dioolt»*  Mj  the/,  ^  have  been  agttin  revived;  and  the  Collecton  have 
reooided  Bev«ral  instances  of  individuals,  who,  on  their  first  visit,  were 
tetaliy  unable  to  read,  but  can  now  peruse  with  fadlitj  a  chapter  in  the 
Testament.'  The  number  of  children  also,  who  applied  for  admission, 
particularly  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  the 
formation  of  the  Associations,  was  truly  astonishing.  In  the  female  part  of 
ofte  school  alone,  the  increase  was  firom  iitee«|r  to  upwards  of  011^  kmndred  ttnd 
fifty :  and  this  increase  was  tnoed  directly  to  this  opeiadng  cause.  It  is  a 
p|esBingfiict,that,  in  one  of  these  schools,  <iMn(r-^  of  the  children  btcame 
subsoiSers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments." 

QmbtrUmd,  Ntm  Jtruy^  1818.—'^  In  this  town  we  have  had  a  Sunday 
School  estaUished  for  about  three  years;  whkh  is  increasing.  But  timee  ikt 
ftrmaiiaim  0/  mr  BiUe  Society,  kioht  more  Sunday  Schools  have  been 
opened.** 

ItMdmg  Ladii$\  1817.-^^*  Anxiety  to  peruse  their  Bibles  has  likewise  in- 
duced  some,  even  in  advanced  age,  to  apply  themselves  so  assiduously  to  im- 
prove in  reading,  as  to  make  a  surprising  progress  in  a  short  period :  several 
instances  of  this  earnestness  in  children  might  be  mentioned;  but  the  follow- 
ing has  been  selected  from  many  proofi  of  serious  application  in  adults.  On 
visiting  an  aged  wotnan  who  had  received  a  Bible,  she  declared  it  was  the 
best  piece  of  furniture  in '  her  house ;  adding,  ^  Now  that  I  have  a  Bible 
with  so  good  a  print,  I  shall  try  hard  to  get  on  in  reading:  for  though  I 
only  knew  nry  letters,  last  night,  after  persevering  a  little,  I  made  out  two 
or  three  verses ;  and  I  mean  to  continue  spending  my  evenings  in  the  same 
manner.*' 

Godalming  L€idiu\  181&. — ^*  A  poor  mto,  who  had  lately  learned  the 
value  of  the  Bible,  and  could  not  read,  deteimined  to  teach  himself;  and 
bought  a  Testament  of  a  neighbour  for  a  shilling,  just  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Association,  and  then  began  immediately  to  subscribe  for  a 
Bible :  he  has  now,  with  much  diligence  and  perseverance,  learned  to  read  ; 
and  his  wife^  who  cannot  yet  read  herself  says  her  husband  is  never  happy 
if  he  does  not  read  a  chapter  or  two  every  evening  to  his  fimiily.  The 
instructions  and  comfort  which  they  continually  derive  from  reading  thehr 
Bible,  are  their  chief  delight  and  subject  of  conversation.** 

Diiio.^*''  Another  poor  man  and  his  wife,  who  have  received  a  Bible, 
became  very  desirous  of  learning  to  read,  and  have  now  b^;un :  the 
man,  especially,  is  so  earnest,  that  when  he  has  not  much  time  to  r^  in  the 
evening,  he  will  rise  earlier  in  Uie  mornings  and  has  been  seen  at  five 
o'clock  pursuing  his  object:'  the  neighbours  remark,  that  this  man  has  no^ 
been  to  the  pubuc-house  so  much  since  he  has  been  learning  to  read." 

Bristol,  18J3. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  at  Mitchel  Dean, 
Gloucestershire.^ — ^^  I  was  obliged  to  transfer  nearj^  all  the  Testaments  for 
the  use  of  my  Sunday  School,  which  has  increased  wonderfldly  in  number. 
At  the  time  of  my  former  application  I  had  only  about  forty  children ;  but 
nnce  that  time  more  than  500  have  been  entered  on  the  books:  991  ap- 
peared at  school  last  Sunday,  and  I  may  reckon  on  nearly  400  who  attend  at 
dne  time  or  other ;  though  the  scattered  state  of  the  population  and  distant 
residence  are  frequent  hindrances.  A  few  live  near  the  school,  but  many 
more  come  five  miles  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  mominff.  Among  them  are  several 
lads  nearly  grown  up  to  manhood,  who  have,  bou^t  Bibles  of  me  with  their 
own  earnings.  Two  years  ago  they  were  perfectly  ignorant  and  vicious ; 
BOW  tbey  are  an  advantage  instead  of  a  nuinnce  to  society;  have  gained  a 
taate  fiir  reading;  and  have  learned  to  value  thatUened  book,  which^  it  may 
lie  hoped,  will  1^  a  lamp  to  their  path  thrpMgh  life.  The  s|^t  of^inquiiy 
for  Bibles  has  appeared  only  within  these  last  few  months." 
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Preaent  atate  of  gntuitous  Education  in  Oxeat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

BHttfit  1815<^"In  th»  comae  of  tha  pwaent  jear  upwavda  «f  «n» 
himdiwd  penons  hare  been  aupplied  with  the  Scriptureai  irho  have  been 
taught  to  read  in  the  Adult  Schoola.  The  Aaaociation  has  likewise  beea 
^4e  useful  in  »col]atenl  way,  bj  furnishing  those  schools  with  leamexv. 
A  dngle  member  iof  one  of  jour  Sub-Committees  recommended  twentj-eix 
peracms  out  of  one  street;  eighteen  of  whom,  he  afUrwaids  fimnd,  attended 
the  schoda.** 

CMk  Ladkf^  181&—««  An  Intevesting  account  has  been  lately  loeeivvd 
ftom  ita  oflloer  on  boaxd  the  Dorothj  oonvict-ship,  oflP  Bio  Janeiro;  msn* 
timd^g>  that  twenty-fiiFe  conTicta,  who  did  not  know  a  letter  in  the  alphabet 
on  leaving  Ireland,  are  now  reading  their  Bibles  with  so  much  attantiea, 
that  there  is  reason  to  hope^  through  the  Divine  blessing,  the  good  seed  has 
been  sown  in  th^  hearts.  He  adds,  that  some  Bibles  have  been  cfaeerftiUjr 
purchased ;  and  that  a  general  anxiety  has  been  evinotd  to  posness  that 
greatest  of  earthly  treasiues,  the  Word  of  God.*' 

In  connexion  with  this  branch  of  the  subjeot,  it  appears  impoitaiit 
to  consider  the  increased  facilities  now  given  to  tne  work  of  gra*- 
tttttous  education  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland : — 
I.  According  to  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  iVa-'  i 
tional  Society y  the  number  of  children,  in  1614  - 
schools,  connected  with  that  institution,  exceeds    i 
II.  By  the  RejMrt  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  before^ 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  £du^ 
cation,  published  in  ISM,  we  may  safely  esu'mate 
the  number  of  schools  on  tlie  British  system  at 
300,  and  the  number  of  diildren  at    ...    «    .  \ 
III.  On  a  moderate  computation,  the  number  of  children  \ 
in  England  and  Wales  receiving  daily  instruction  I 
by  means  oC  Benevolent  Societies  and  individuals,  >     50^000 
and  not  included  in  either  of  the  preceding  re-  I 

turns,  is ) 

iv.  The  parochial  and  Gaelic  schools  of  Scotland  con*  \      ^^^  ^_^ 

tain^iit  least /      ^'^^ 

V.  On  the  authority^of  the  Right  Hon.  M.  FitxgeraH  \ 

in  his  speech  on  the  state  of  education  in  Ireland,  I    ^^^  r^rux 
1st  March,  18«1,  there  are  in  that  country  no  less  f   -"^>^*" 

than  S776  schooU»  containing J 

Ti.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sunday'School  Union, ' 
for  1820,  contains  a  specification  of  4,226  Sunday  i 
Schools  in  Great  Britam  and  Ireland  j  and  est  imates  I 
the  number  of  children  at  427,553.  If  fVom  this  ]  280,000 
number  we  deduct  one-third,  as  beins,  probably,  r 
included  under  the  preceding  heads^  mere  remam  | 

about _.«-« 

Aggregate  number  of  children  receiving  \  ^^  ^ 

daily  or  weekly  gratuitous  instruction/    *  •    ^^^r^^ 

The  imj^ression  which  such  a  statement  is  calculated  to  make  on 
the  reflecting  mind,  will  derive  tenfold  strength  from  the  considen^ 
tion  of  those  facts  which  have  recently  been  brought  before  the 
poblic  by  Mr.  Montague^  Mr.  Brougham^  and  other  enlightened 
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phtlanthropifUi ; — ^facts  which  incontroTertibly  establish  a  tnith  of 
eqoal  importance  to  the  statesman,  the  patriot,  and  the  Christian; 
that  ignorance  is  the  parent  and  the  nurse  of  crime ;  and  that  educa- 
tion,  on  the  basis  of  the  Bible,  is  the  foundation  of  indiyidual  hfqp« 
piness  and  of  national  morality,  strength,  and  safety. 

5.  That  the  intimate  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  the  labour- 
iag  classes,  acquired  b^  means  of  Bible  Associations,  has  been  made 
ocmduciTe  to  the  relief  of  their  temporal  necessities,  is  a  fact 
ndiich  every  CoUector  can  testify.  Of  this  result,  the  following 
extracts  amml  a  satisfactory  evidence : — 

Souikampt9m^  1817*—^'  It  has  been  gratifying  to  your  C!ommittee  to 
obierve,  that  the  interests  of  general  benevolence  have  been  promoted  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Ladies*  Bible  Aasodation ;  manj  miaerable  and  destitute  per- 
sons  having,  by  their  means,  been  sought  out  and  assisted,  with  that  prudent 
diBcriminatioa  which  alone  entitles  to  the  name  of  charity  the  aid  that  is 
bestowed  on  the  necessitous.'* 

Jtrgeif  Ladm\  ISSa-*^'  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  here  to  remsxfc,  slthou^. 
UBconnecied  with  the  immediate  ol^ject  of  the  society,  that  whilst  admini. 
storing  to  the  mental  wants  of  their  feUow-creatwies,  their  bodily  necessitifls 
ha^e  not  been  overlooked ;  and  that  many  a  poor  fiunilj  has  been  £Bd  and 
dotbed,  whose  miseriea  would  havte  remained  unknown,  but  ftr  the  visits  of 
your  members  in  their  oflkial  capadtj.** 

PmI^  LaiU$\  1819.—''  The  constant  visits  of  the  CoUectort  to  the  habita. 
ttooa  of  the  poor,  have  rendered  them  more  flimiliar  with  the  wants  and  woes 
of  their  fellow-creatuTes ;-  and  thia  has  awakened  fresh  anxiety  &r  their 
relief;  manj  of  whom,  in  consequence  of  their  repeated  and  friendly  Tiaits, 
have  acquired  habits  of  greater  neatness  in  tiieir  persoos  and  houses  :  and 
the  distresses  of  aome,  whooe  modesty  had  ptwented  a  voluntaiy  disdosuiw 
of  them,  have  thus  been  diooovered,  ud  eilhetuaUy  relieved.? 

RoekdaUt  1830.—'^  In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  the  system  of 
Ladies*  Bible  Associations  is,  perhaps,  as  perfect  as  any  ever  devised  by 
t)ie  inanity  of  benevolence.  The  habitations  of  a  large  population  are 
almost  mstantly  visited,  and  the  want  of  Bibles  ascertained :— the  mode  of 
payment  is  so  adapted  to  thei  circumstances  of  the  poor— expectation  precedes 
the  possession  of  the  sacred  volume— a  friendly  intercourse  is  maintainedr-' 
so  many  sympathies  are,  on  the  one  hand,  awakened,  and  on  the  other,  such 
ffratitude  is  excited,  that  every  unprejudiced  mind  must  admit,  that,  while 
hardier  frames  are  employed  in  more  distant  and  public  work,  the  female  sex 
are  most  siutable  distributors  of  domestic  charity.  Your  Committee,  in  vs^ 
calling  to  your  minds  the  Repent  of  the  Ladies,  merely  to  answer  an  ob. 
jection  to  i^ekly  contributions  fttm  the  poor  in  this  season  of  distress,  would 
point  out  this  drciraistance,  that  though  you  have  heard  what  sum  has  been 
received  firom  the  poor,  you  have  not  been  told  what  benefits,  in  a  thousand 
forms,  the  Agents  of  the  Association  have  bestowed  on  the  objects  of  their 
weekly  visits.^ 

Pigwmmh  La4^\  ISSQ.— *^  Of  the  collateral  benefite  of  your  institution, 
there  is  no  one  more  striking,  nor  of  which  the  Collectors  speak  with  greater 
confidence,  than  the  opportunities  afforded,  by  their  re^ilar  visits  amonff 
the  poor,  of  discovering  and  relieving  real  distress.  Many  an  unrecorded 
instance  of  this  will  recur  to  the  recollection  of  the  Collectors ;  which,  if  it 
speak  not  to  the  public,  ftmiishes  to  individual  consciousness  a  most  satis- 
fectofy  pledge  that  its  labours  luite  not  been  in  vain.  Itisbymeanaof  tliese 
visits' to  the  poor,  that  their  characters  ace  develppe^;  that  i^  beoon^ 
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possible  to  distinguish  l)etireen  the  worthless  and  the  deservii^^— between 
the  cbunorous  mendicant  and  the  unobtniaTe  sufierer.  Acting  upon  this 
coDTiction,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  for  relieviiig  the  distresses  of 
the  poor  in  Dock  and.  Stoke,  during  the  late  severe  season,  requested  the 
assistance  of  Uie.CollectorB  of  the  respective  Associations— satisfied  that  no 
other  persons  had  such  opportimities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  indi- 
vidual necessities  of  the  nunilies  in  their  districts ;  and  consequentij,  none 
would  be  so  little  liable  to  imposition  in  the  distribution  of  the  fimds  nted 
Ibr  tlioir  relie£— Your  Committee  would  here  lay  before  you  one  oi:  two 
qfancomstances  coirobomtive  of  the  foregoing  remarks. — '  In  prosecuting 
their  inquiries  in  one  house,  the  Collectors  found  a  poor  woman  who  pro- 
cured her  subsistence  bj  knitting,  in  which  employment  she  sometimes 
earned  two  shillings  per  week,  nmepence  of  which  she  paid  for  rent :  she 
had  neither  bedding  nor  fire,  although  it  was  during  the  inclemency  of 
winter.  Uer  distress,  which  was  previously  unknown  to  any  one,  was  re- 
lieved by  the  immediate  supply  of  a  bed  and  blanket,  and  some  small 
allowanco  from  the  parish.  A  loan  Testament  was  also  jplaced  in  her  handa. 
Her  health,  which  had  suffered  considerably,  was  gradually  re-established, 
and  she  enjoyed  a  comparative  state  of  comfort  On  again  seeing  the  Ladiea, 
irfie  burst  into  tears  of  gratitude,  and  sai4,  The  Loud  must  have  directed 
their  steps  to  her  dwelluig,  to  preserve  her  from  perishing  from  want'  " 

The  Collectors  of  ano^er  Association  report,  that,  ^^  going  into  a  room  to 
kiquire  if  the  inhabitants  of  it  possessed  the  sacred  scriptures,  they  w^re 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  boy,  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  sitting  silently 
by  the  fire-side,  whom  they  discovered  to  be  totally  blind,  having  lost  the 
organ  of  vialon  in  in&ncy.  On  entering  into  conversation  with  lum,  they 
found  him  possessed  of  a  mind  susceptible  of  cultivation :  he  expressed  an 
ardent  desire  to  be  led  to  the  house  of  God;  and  his  mother  remarked,  that 
he  o^en  bitterly  lamented,  when  the  bell  sounded  from  a  neighbouring 
ehurdi,  that  the  want  of  clothes  prevented  him  from  going  with  the  multi- 
tude to  keep  holy-day.  On  malking  his  situation  known,  he  was  soon 
furnished  with  necessary  apparel ;  and  has'  ever  since  been  a  r^ular  and 
constant  attendant  at  church.  He  has  been  admitted  into  a  Sunday-School, 
where  his  conduct  is  exemplary,  and  his  progress  rapid :  he  has  committed 
to  memoiy  the  whole  of  one  of  the  Epistles,  several  chapters  of  Isaiah,  and 
many  of  the  Psalms.*'  It  will  gratify  the  reader  to  learn,  that,  through  the 
continued  exertions  of  those  benevolent  Ladles,  this  poor  boy  is  about  to  be 
admitted  into  an  asylum  for  the  blind,  in  order  to  gratify  his  earnest  desire 
to  acquire  the  means  of  contributing  towards  his  own  support  , 

JBmImi,  1 819. — ^'  By  weekly  visits  to  such  poor  fomilies  as  are  subscribing , 
for  Bibles,  the  Collect«rB  have  obtained  a  full  acqiudntanoe,  nipt  only  with 
their  m<Nnil  wants,  but  with  their  temporal  domestic  wants  likewise.  Tkeu 
wants  have  also  been  supplied :  the  various  distieases  of  numbers  have  been 
greatly  alleviated :  the  sick  hove  been  furnished  with  mpdirinp ;  the  hungry 
have  been  fed,  and  the  naked  have  been  dothed.  A  Ci.othiko  Societt 
also  has  been  formed,  and  is  principally  supported  by  the  Ladies,  who  are 
active  members  of  the  Association." 

6.  A  striking  improvement  has  been  witnessed  in  the*  domestic 
habits  of  the  poor:  and  in  no  respect  is  it  more  conspicuously 
manifested  than  by  an  increased  attention  to  cleanliness  and 
decorum. 

DndUg^  1813.— The  Be  v.  Br.  Bodoer,  the  hiflhly-tespected  Ticar  of  thia 
extensive  parish,  observed,  at  the  General  Meetmg  of  the  Worcester  Auxili. 
ary  Society—"  On  going  among  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  our  Committee 
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ibon  began  to  tenuuric  a  differenoe  between  thoee  families  who  possessed  a* 
Bible  and  those  who  were  destitute  of  it;  so  striking  a  difference,  that,  on 
entering  an  j  house,  we  could  generally  tell,  without  making  an  inquiry,  whe- 
ther it  contained  a  Bible  or  not :  for,  with  few  exceptions,  where  the  Bible 
was  not,  cleanliness  was  not;  but  every ,thing,  both  in  person  and  apartment,' 
that  is  squalid  and  disgusting.  On  the  contrary,  among  persons  of  the  same- 
trade  or  calling,  wherever  the  Book  of  God  blessed  the  humble  dwelling,* 
every  thing  seemed  sanctified  by  it :  every  thing  was  clenn ;  every  thing 
*  decent  and  in  order.*  He,  then,  must  be  a  bad  politician,  and  a  worse  philo-'- 
sopher,  who  has  to  learn  what  a  close  alliance  there  is  between  fbnl  habits  and 
religious  ignorance."  ' 

Lyme,  J  81 9- — **  The  Ladies  have,  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  observed, 
that  the  poor  in  general  subscribe  with  the  greatest  cheer^lness ;  and  that, 
on  the  day  when  the  Collectors  are  expected,  in  many  instances  both  persons 
and  houses  are  cleaned  in  readiness  to  receive  the  visitors.** 

Plymouth  Ladieiy  1819*—^*  The  conviction  once  established,  that  the 
Collectors  have  no  other  aim  in  their  visits  than  the  good  of  their  subscribers^ 
enables  them  to  recommend  with  effect,  improved  habits  of  decency  and 
cleanliness.  In  these  particulars,  many  of  their  apartments  present  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  what  they  did  at  first ;  and,  in  some  cases^  the  poor  have  not 
been  backward  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  increased  comfort  which 
they  have  derived  from  attention  to  Uieir  friendly  hints^** 

Davenity  La^ies\  18^0. — ^' It  is  really  comfortable,**  observed  a  poor 
woman  to  one  of  the  Collectors,  ^^  to  see  the  change  since  last  year.  So  many' 
used  to  be  either  standing  at  their  doors,  or  running  about  die  streets,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  who  are  now  shut  in  their  houses,  reading  the  Bible  to  theur 
fiunifies.** 

Sevm  DiaU\  IFttimimter^  181S. — **  One  person,  who  formerly  employed 
the  hours  of  the  IiOU>*s-I>iy  in  reading  a  Sunday  newspaper,  has  relin« 


quished  his  usual  gratification,  and  has  devoted  his  time  and  monev  to  the^ 
purchase  and  study  of  a  Bible :  his  wife  has  burnt  the  olgectionable  hooka 
they  before  possessed,  in  the  presence  of  her  husband ;  and  he,  who  once^ 
delighted  in  them,  now  reads  his  Bible,  and  attends  the  house  of  God, 
which  he  had  before  forsaken." 

Bktekfnarty  ^e.  London^  1816. — **  Several  very  wicked  and  profime  per- 
MOfl,  who  habitually  worked  together,  were  persuaded  to  join  your  Asso^; 
oatimi.  No  sooner  bad  they  rec^ved  a  Bible,  than  one  person  read  aloud, 
fbr  the  benefit  of  the  rest,  while  they  partook  of  thehr  meals.  I>oubtleia» 
curiosity  at  first  induced  the  perusal ;  but  after  that  stimulus  subsided,  they 
continued  the  practice,  till  they  gradually  discovered  that  there  is  a  divine 
reality  in  the  Bible,  which  they  had  never  before  suspected.  An  important 
alteration  was  soon  evident  in  the  conduct  and  conversation  of  several  of 
these  penons:  they  were  induced  statedly  to  read  the  BiUe  finr  thMuaelves, 
to  ftar  an  oath,  and  to  firequent  the  house  of  God." 

Ldverpooi  LatStt^y  1819. — ^  A  woman  has  given  up  the  ruinous  practice  of 
drinking  spirits ;  and  her  whole  conduct  appears  to  have  been  altered ;  her 
cellar  and  children  are  now  dean  and  neat.  She  is  subscribing  for  a  Bible^ 
and  is  often  found  reading  the  Testament.  Her  husband  has  become  a  regular 
attendant  on  public  worship,  and  assists  m  raising  the  weekly  subocription^ 
which  at  first  he  opposed." 

7.  It  is  to  Bible  Associations  we  are  indebted,  if  not  for  the  abso* 
lute  origin  of  Savings  Banks,  at  least  for  their  general  extension ; 
and  for  the  disposition  excited  in  the  labouring  classes  to'  avail 
themseWes  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  those  admirable  institu^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ilU^  LAmBi*  BiBU  (SKK^ttm.  [ckk^^'^inp 


Habits  of  tay^Hty  mA  good  Oidtar  proinol«a. 


tkNi8»  aod  by  establishmentt  of  a  kindred  nature.    The  fbUmHng* 
extracts  wiU  afford  a  gratifying  illuBtration  of  these  nsmarks  :•— 

Liverpool^  LatUe9\  1R19< — '^  Often,  upon  t  first  visit  to  an  abode  of  penuzjr' 
■ad  vratchednesB,  has  a  Collector  been  reminded,  that  it  was  more  beooadng  ia 
her  to  give  than  to  receive;  and  that  to  raise  a  pennj  per  weekfiirany  other 
article  than  food  or  raiment  was  whoUj  impossibles  but  when  die  has  onoe 
snccecdedin  convincing  the  inhabitants  that  she  has  sou|^t  only  their  wel&ie  ; 
and  has  khadl/  directed  them  how  to  provide,  hy  a  priShent  disposal  of  thdr 
iacome,  §ae  thsir  own  oomftrt  and  that  of  their  fianiHea;  not  enlj  has  the 
WMkly  penny  been  easily  spared  fbr  a  Bihle^  but,  in  many  instances,  the  Col. 
lector  has  afterwards  been  requested  to  receive  even  a  shiUaig  a-week  in  the 
snnuner,  as  a  provision  fbr  the  temporal  wants  which  might  be  felt  in  the 
innter :  thus  Uie  poor  bavelieen  essentially  served,  by  being  taught  to  hdp 
themselves.  As  the  confidence  In  the  Ladies,  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers, 
has  increased,  so  generally  has  this  disposition  been  manifested,  that  the  Conu 
mittees  of  severu  Associations,  whose  districts  are  liAabxted  prindpaOy  by 
the  labouring  classes,  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  ferm  themselves  Into 
fSocxSTiEs  ron  SAvnres :  and  in  the  Harrington  Assodadon  alone,  inde- 
pendently  of  money  fer  Bibles,  more  than  990L  has  been  deposited,  in  snudi 
sums,  fer  Uankets,  coals,  axid  the  Savings  Bank." 

Pii^mmak  Ladie^t  ISfO.— ''Your  Committee  have  great  pleasure  in 
stating,  that  the  hope  expressed  in  their  last  Beport,  that  the  Associations 
estabhdied  in  these  towns  might  operate  in  promoting  habits  of  saving 
among  the  lower  classes,  has  been  justified  by  the  successful  formation  of  a 
society  fer  the  direct  and  express  purpose  of  assisting  the  poor  in  mahii^ 
eome  provision,  during  the  time  they  are  regularly  employed,  for  the  har£ 
ships  of  the  winter-season.  The  ^  Plymouth  PmoviD^iiT  Society,**  esta- 
bKshed  early  in  the  spring,  has  already  two  hundred  and  sixty  ^v^  depdsU 
tors,  whose  weekly  savings  are  collected  by  Ladies,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that 
of  the  Associations :  and  from  the  eagerness  with  which  it  has  been  met  by 
the  poor,  your  Committee  are  confirmed  in  tHeir  anticipation,  that  the  habit 
i  formed,  its  application  to  other  objects  will  easily  and  naturally  follow.'* 


8.  It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  every  feeling  inspired  b^r  the 
operations  of  a  Bible  Association,  is  on  the  side  of  virtue  and  inde- 
pendence; and  forms  a  strong  peservative  against  that  meaa^ 
selfish,  and  degraded  spirit,  to  which  a  great  part  of  the  misertcv 
ei  the  ignorant  and  profligate  are  owing.    In  no  respect  has  the 

1'ttstice  of  this  observation  been  more  decisively  proved,  than  in  the 
oyalty  and  good  order  which  have  characterised  the  members  of 
these  institutions,  in  every  part  of  our  country : — 

^  It  is  a  welUnthentlcated  fiuTt,**  observe  the  ConumttSe  of  the  Sher. 
borne  Branch  Society,  ^  that  wherever  the  Bible  Society  has  conveyed  her 
living  atream,  tike  demoraUsing  eflfects  of  sedition  and  tumult  have  been 
cnvbed ;  so  that  maitmof  kmr  mtmhers  has  been  identified  with  those  who 
have  evinoed  insubordinati<m  to  the  government  under  whidi  we  ei^ey  sa 
nwny  real  blessingi  <  but  have  been  feund  cultivating  peace  on .  earth,  and 
g^ed-'Will  towards  men*  If  we  look,  therefore,  only  to  onr  own  domestiQ 
advantages,  the  preservation  of  our  youth,  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of 
our  empire,  we  cannot  but  solicit  all  who  have  put  their  hands  to  this  good 
work  to  be  steadfast  and  unmoveable." 

9.  It  win  readily  be  behefod^  that  the  inflnoioe  of  a  oansa  offOi* 
dactive  of  efieefcs  like  dieee  must  extend  beyond  the  ioMnediaM 
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lafluenoe  of  Uie  H«ly  Bcriptoras^  in  Suffering  and  the  tppMMch  of  Deatii. 

objecli»  and  maoifest  tU  practical  tendency  in  the  feelinga  and  dia- 
poaiuoa  of  the  agenU.  That  such  has  been  the  reault,  the  foliowmg 
textractB  will  be  a  aafficient  evidence : — 

Pt^mmtih  Ladk^f  1819—- ^'Norhave  the  advantages  resulting  firom  these 
visitB  of  mercj  been  whoUj  confined  to  the  pmr  t  the  Collectors  bd,  that 
iks^  too  have  to  acknowledge  their  obligations  ^— valuable  leisons  of  con- 
tentment, patience,  and  xesknation,  liave  been  learnt  in  these  abodes  of 
poverty :— die  opportunity  of  doing  good  has  been  the  blessed  opportunitj 
ai  purchasing  pure  and  elevated  plnsures :— and  some  of  your  CoQectors 
have  traced  tli«ir  first  feelings  of  oenuine  benevolenoe  to  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired  of  the  actual  d^ree  of  wretchedness  existing  among  so  many 
of  their  ftUow^seatures,  of  which  befine  th^  hdl  ftnnad  but  a  fiont  nd 
inepentive  eoBoeption.** 

Lkmfpni  I<erfW,  i  Bto,— **  The  Collectors  have  not  on^  been  Acercd  by 
obairfinH  the  happy  efihets  of  their  bboius  upon  others,  but  also  by  per. 
osiving  the  blessing  return  to  themselves.  The  question  natundly  suggests 
itself;  '  If  a  knowMge  of  the  Bible  which  I  distribute  is  essential  to  the 
present  and  future  happiness  of  others,  is  it  not  equally  so  to  mine  V  They 
haye  hence  been  induced,  in  more  instanees  than  one,  to  *  search  Uie  Scrip, 
tuxes  *  with  personal  interest ;  and  two  Collectors,  who  now  rest  fitnn  their 
labours,  left  behind  them  an  undisputed'testimony,  that,  havinff  been  first 
led  by  this  conridention  to  an  attentive  examination  of  the  contents  of  the 
sacred  volume,  under  tlie  blessing  of  God,  they  finmd  them  able  to  make  then 
*  wise  unto  sdvation.'  ^ 

10.  "  Nothing/'  said  an  estimable  Clergyman  to  the  author  of 
this  work,  *'  nothing  of  an  earthly  nature  has  ever  tended  more  to 
strengthen  my  hands,  than  the  Ladies*  Bible  Association  of  my 
parish.  I  behold  its  fruits  everywhere.  I  see  them  budding  in 
my  school ;  I  behold  them  ripening  in  my  daily  visits  to  my  people; 
but,  above  all,  I  see  them  matured  as  I  sit  beside  the  dyinff  Chria- 
tfan — ^poor  in  this  world's  wealth,  but  *  rich  infaiih*  And  let  me 
add,  that  my  congregation  has  materially  increiMed  nnoe  the  esta- 
blishment  of  this  blessed  Society.^' 

11.  To  these  testimonies,  it  only  remabs  to  add  that  whiok 
crowns  the  whole.  Let  ua  follow  the  .Bible  to  the  hed  of  st^eriug 
mut  ef  deaik§  and  trace  it  in  its  sacred  office,  under  the  rc^eneraip 
ting  and  sanctifying  influence  of  that  Holy  Spirit  by  which  •  it  waa. 
dictated  in  mercy  and  applied  in  love*  Here  the  believing  heart 
finds  an  answer  to  the  all-important  question,  **  IVhai  i§  tmik?^-^ 
Here  the  vain  delusions  of  the  world,  ita  carea,  its  sorrows,  and  iia 
joys,  assume  their  real  value : — Here  nothing  can  satiafy,  console*: 
and  animate,  but  that  which  comes  from  Him  who  triumphed  orer 
death.  If  the  Bible  can  miti^^ate  the  calamities  of  lif^  where  is  tba 
philanthropist  who  would  withhold  the  balm?  If  it  can  diaam 
the  king  or  terrors,  and  dispd  the  last  cloud  that  haogs  upon  the 
oonfines  of  mortality,  where  is  the  Christian  who  would  not  fly  to* 
iutroduoe  the  messenger  of  joy  and  peace? 

The  Committee  of  the  thrth-IV^U  London  Au^pUaty  Socie^,  ta 
their  Bapon  for  1819,  eommunieata  the  foUowing  partscolara,  aa^ 
(letskBed  by  the  Colleetprt  of  a  district  in  the  uwemUff^Sfu^re 
Aaaodation: — 
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Influence  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  Suffering  and  the  apprwch  of  Deatl^  : 

\ 

•  *' A  youBg  man  waa  found,  in  djring  dxcumstanoea,  in  a  dork  tMuk  tnomm* 
The  whole  external  act ne  vaa  that  of  poverty,  affliction,  and  woe :  hut  the 
state  of  his  mind  was  a  foretaste  of  heaven.    All  within  was  calm  and. 
happy*     His  hope  was  bejond  the  grave :  and  the  peace   of  God,  which 
passeth  all  understanding,  kept  his  heart  and  mind  in  holy  tranquility  and. 
joy.    When  inquiry  was  made  by  what  means  he  had  attained  to  this  happy 
state  of  mind,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  little  girl,  of  ten  years  of  age,  had 
been  accustomed  daily  to  read  to  him  in  a  Bible,  which  she  had  received 
from  this  Association.    This  enabled  him  patiently  to  bear  his  adversity :  he 
believed  the  word  of  God  ;  and  its  holy  influence  imparted  happiness  in 
misery,  riches  in  poverty,  joy  in  sorrow,  and  life  in  death.**  ; 

In  concluding  this  Chapter,  the  author  cannot  deny  himself  the. 
pleasure  of  adding  another  testimony  to  the  sufficiencr  of  the  holy: 
scriptures,  as  delivered  by  his  valued  friend  Dr.  Olinthus  Gregory, 
of  Uie  Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich,  at  the  Fourtb. Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Blackheath  Auxiliary  Society.  While  it  exem- 
pliiies  the  awful  but  sustaining  truth,  that  '*  he  thai  believeth  on  the 
Son  of  God  hath  the  ivitness  in  himself,  may  it  incite  us  to  increased 
and  persevering  exertion  in  making  known  to  every  nation,  kindred, 
tongue,  and  people,  that  Record  which  He  hath  given  us — ^<  And 
this  is  the  Record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this 
life  is  in  his  Son  !** — 

<<  Immersed,  as  I  long  have  been,  and  sinking,  as  J  sometimes  feel 
myself^  under  tl^e  pressure  of  numerous  duties  and  avocations,  it 
has  not  been  my  lot  to  visit  the  abodes  of  adversity  and  want  so 
frequently  as  some  of  my  respected  friends  near  me.  Nevertheless, 
I  have  sometimes  seen  the  power  of  religion  exemplified  among 
those  whom  the  kindness  of  others  has  furnished  with  the  Word  of 
God ;  and  the  remarkable  instance  to  which  I  now  advert,  I  would 
&in  describe,  though  I  feel .  myself  utterly  incompetent  to  do  it 
justice. 

'<  More  than  twelve  months  ago,  I  went,  pursoaut  to  the  request ' 
of  a  poor  but  benevolent  woman  in  my  neignbourhood,  to  visit  an 
indigent  man,  greatly  afflicted  On  entering  the  cottage,  I  found 
him'  alone ;  his  wife  having  gone  to  procure  him  milk  from  a  kind 
neighbour.  I  was  startled  at  the  sight  of  a  pa.le  emaciated  man,  a 
living  image  of  death,  fastened  upright  in  his  chairbyarudemecha-' 
nism  of  cords  and  belts  hanging  from  the  ceiling.  He  was  totally 
unable  to  move  either  hand  or  foot ;  having, /or  more  than  four  years^ 
been  entirely  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  limbs ;  yet  the  whole  time 
sofiering  extreme  anguish  from  swellings  at  fdl  his  joints.  As  soon 
as  I  had  recovered  a  little  from  my  surprise  at  seeing  so  pitiable  an 
object,  I  asked,  *  Are  you  left  alone,  my  friend,  in  this  deplorable 
situation  ?' — *  No,  Sir,'  replied  he,  in  a  touchingly  feeble  tone  of  mild 
resignation  (nothing  but  his  lips  and  eyes  moving  while  he  spake)/ 
<  I  am  not  alone,  for  God  is  with  me.*  On  advancing,  I  soon  found 
the  secret  of  this  striking  declaration ;  for  his  wife  had  left  on  his 
knees,  propped  with  a  cushion  formed  for  the  purpose,  a  Bible,  lying 
open  at  a  favourite  portion  of  the  Psalms  of  David.  I  sat  down  by 
him,  fmd  convened  with  him.    On  ascertaining  that  he  had  but  a 
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CHAP-  VIII. 

CONCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS. 


'  1  COM.  xnr.  4a 

SECTION  I. 

«HrT8  RXLATITE  TO  THE  DUTIES  THAT  DETOLVB  ON  THE  OFFT- 
CEIIS  AND  COLLECTORS  OF  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Ihe  following  saggestions  are  respectfully  submitted  to 
those  who  superintend  and  conduct  the  operations  of  these 
important  Institutions ;  under  a  hope  that  they  may  facilitate 
their  proceedingSi  and  explain  every  point  of  apparent  diffi- 
culty. In  many  of  them^  a  deffree  of  repetition^  and  a  minute- 
ness of  detail,  will  be  observed :  but  these  defects  appear  of 
minor  consequence,  when  compared  with  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  frcmi  a  clear  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  syttem. 

Those  passages  in  the  Hints  to  the  0£Bicer8  which  are  in 
Italics,  are  exdusively.  ap^icfible  tp  Associations  connected 
with  a  Ladies'  Branch.  In  every  case  where  difficulty  was 
lanticipatedy  a  note  has  been  subioined ;  and  it  is  hoiH^  the 
.purport  has  been  rendered  sufficiently  clear  to  explain  Ae 
mode  pursued  in  all  Bible  Associations,  however  constituted, 
and  whether  conducted  by  Ladies  or  Gentlemen. 

%•  Ml  tkit  Sptcmau  rttftrred  l»  wUl  befmnd  m  Chap.  VII.  Stdhn  Y.,  MmU$s 
a  be  Miuied  U  tht  eanirar^. 


I.— PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENTS.  ' 

1.  The  President  of  a  Bible  Association  may  render  essential 
services  to  the  cause,  by  attending  the  Meetings,  and  taking  the 
chair  of  the  Committee. 

2.  A  similar  remark  is  applicable  to  the  Vicb-Pbesidemts,  one 
of  whom  occupies  the  chair  m  the  President's  absence. 

8.  Punctuality  of  attendance  is  highly  desirable,  not  only  as  an 
example  to  the  other  members,  but  that  the  business  may  com- 
mence precisely  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  much  valuable  time  be 
«aved. 

4«  In  the  circles  wherein  they  move,  these  officerr  may  mate- 
rially promote  the  object  of  the  Institution,  by  circulating  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  correcting  erroneous  impressions.    It  is 
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scBrcely  necessary  to  add,  that  they  will  be 
effect  this  if  they  regularly  attend  tlie  meeting 
and  judge  for  themselves. 


II.— TREASURER. 

The  only  book  of  which  the  Treasurer  take 
Cash-Book — Specimen  No.  xxii. 
The  duties  of  the  TVea$urer  are  as  follow  :-- 

At  a  CoDunittee-Meeting 

-  J.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vic( 
the  chair,  and  present  order. 

2.  To  be  intimately  acquainted  wUh  the  s 
Minute,  Cash,  and  JBible  Secretaries  $  and  wil 
of  proceeding  at  a  Committee-meeting. 

3*  To  regulate  the  proceedings  by  the  Agei 
ness  {See  Specimen,  No,  zii.),  then  laid  bef: 
Minute  Secretary. 

4.  When  a  resolution  has  been  moved  and 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  by  a  shew  of  I 
against 

5.*  While  the  Minute  Secretary  reads  the  Cn 
Treasurer  (if  not  in  the  chair)  will  observe 
l,ENT  are  accounted  for ;  make  out  a  list  of  api; 
^nd,  when  voted  by  the  Committee,  fill  up  tick 
and  give  them  to  the  Collectors.  When  the  T  i 
requests  one  of  the  Collectors  to  sit  at  the  tal 
duty.  The  regularity  and  decorum  of  the  rai 
tute  the  sole  object  of  attention  with  the  indivi : 

6.  To  sign  the  Cash  Secretary's  statement,  fil 
it  with  the  entries  in  her  own  book. 

7.  t  ^^  Treasurer  is  recommended  to  Jill  up  ' 
the  Ladies*  Branch  (see  Specimen,  No.  xxiii 
the  table  of  the  Association  Committee;  or  toji', 
with  the  Secretaries  for  this  purpose.  A  dh\ 
Report  should  be  handed  to  the  Minute  Secrete  \ 
Report  Book, 

8.  The  Treasurer  to  consider  herself,  upon  i 
Branch  Committee,  as  the  representative  of  he 
such,  present,  monthly,  a  Report;  and  pay  ove' 
her  Committee  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the  La<  J 


-   *-  Thh  hmt  h,  of  conratk  iiMppli««ble-  to  tfaose  At  i 
•dopced  the  pi sn  of  a  lAmn  Fimd. 

f  SbQttld  th«  plan  of  tranaiDittiDg  Monthly  Rep  i 
Branch)  Societies  with  which  they  are  conoacted,  ba  I 
Aaaodatidiia,  tMa  suggestion  wilt  ba  equally  applicable 
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Minute  Secb£tart*8  Dut&eB— «t  a  Committee-Meeting. 

9/  •  The  money  voted  should  be  paid  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  the 
Ladies^  Branch  only  at  the  Branch  Committee^meetings, 

10.  The  Treasurer  is  paiticularlj  requested,  never  to  ^j  van^ 
money  until  furnished  by  the  Minute  Secretary  with  a  copy  of  the 
vote  oi  the  Committee  authorising  such  payment.  This  copy  M 
be  filed  as  a  voucher. 


III.— MINUTE  SECRETARY. 

The  Minute  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  **  Rough  Mioate 
Book,"  the  '<  Fair  Minute  Book/'  and  the  <*  Renort  Book"  (see 
Specimens,  No,  X(.  and  No.  xiii.) ;  and  is  considered  the  Depositary 
for  all  the  books  and  papers  required  by  the  Collectors,  except 
those  relating  to  the  delivery  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Her  duties  are, — 

At  a  Committee-Meeting— 

1.  To  place  the  Agenda,  or  paper  of  business^  previously  pre- 
pared, before  the  Lady  who  presides. 

2.  To  take  up'  the  business  from  the  minutes  of  the  last  meetiDg, 
when  they  have  been  read  by  the  Bible  Secretary;  and  either  report 
each  of  them  **  Complied  with,*'  or  move  "  That  it  be  continued.*' 

S.  To  call  for  the  Treasurer's  Report;  read,  and  attach  the  saoae 
to  the  Rough  Minute  Book.  • 

4.  To  call  for  the  Cash  Secretary's  Monthly  Statement ;  read, 
and  attach  it  to  the  Rough  Minute  Book. 

5.  To  call  for  the  Bible  Secretary's  Report ;  read,  and  attach  it 
to  the  Rough  Minute  Book. 

N.  B.  If  what  is  termed  *^  a  Guard  Book  "  be  procured  by  the 
Minute  Secretary,  and  these  Reports  be  pasted  in  it,  in 
regular  order,  after  every  Committee-meeting,  it  will 
save  considerable  time  in  copying ;  as  a  reference  to  the 
page  of  the  Guard  Book  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  insert 
m  the  Fair  Minute  Book. 

6.  To  call  for  Reports  from  the  Collectors  of  each  District,  be^ 
ginning  with  No.  1 ,  and  read  audibly  the  amount  of  <*  Free  Contrir 
butions,*'  "  Bible  Subscriptions,"  and  "Total;"  with  the  other  par- 
ticulars on  the  first  page;  then  the  "  Facte  and  Observations  :"  and, 
if  correctly  filled  up,  proceed  to  reverse  them  successively  upon  the 
table,  separating  tnose  which  require  observation,  to  be  read  and 
considered  subsequently,  whilst  the  Cash  Secretary  \&  adding  up  h^ 
columns. 

7.  To  move  that  the  Reports  then  read  be  received. 

8.  t  To  read  over  the  list  of  Loans  applied  for,  and  move  that 
they  be  granted. 

•in  reference  to  Associations  connecied  directly  with  An  Auxiliary  (or 
Branch)  Society,  the  Treasurer  remita  the  money  to  the  Caah  Secretaiy  of  aneh 
Society,  and  requests  an  acknowledgment  of  the  remittance. 

f  Where  the  Loan  Fund  is  not  ostabliihfid,  Uiii  su^eation  li^  of  eonnft^ 
inapplicable. 
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Minute  Secretary^  Duties — after  a  Comin 

9.  To  inquire  if  any  member  of  the  Comm 
any  Lady  as  a  Collector  or  Visitor.  The  abse 
posed  and  seconded  by  Ladies  who  know  her 
vote  of  the  Committee,  and  immediately  appo 

10.  To  report  any  vacant  districts,  in  or< 
mppiied  with  Collectors. 

IL  To  propose  new  business. 

12.  To  call  for  the  CaKh  Secretary's  Repoi 
amount  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

13.* To  move  that  the  Treasurer  pay  over  e 
the  Cash  Secretarv  of  tlie  Ladies'  Branch. 

H.  To  inquire  if  any  Lady  have  any  new  I 

15.  To  read  over  the  Minutes  of  the  mee 
nittee  separate. 

After  a  Committee-Meetii 

1.  To  copy  the  Minutes  into  the  Fair  Mii 
into  the  Report  Book  all  the  important  **  Fa 
contained  in  the  Reports  of  that  month ;  a 
Reports,  date  them,  and  preserve  them,  wiil 
Monging  to  ihe  Association. 

2*  To  copy,  and  send  to  the  Treasurer,  tl 
her  to  make  every  payment ;  to  the  Cash  Se< 
Mhaute  authorising  payments  to  the  Treasi 
Secretary  of  the  Ladies  Branchy  f  a  copy  of 
her  attention ;  and  to  every  other  person  wh 
copy  of  the  Minute  specifying  the  duty  to  b( 
person. 

S.  To  give  the  Collectors  any  instruct  io 
relative  to  their  duties ;  to  supply  them  with  \ 
Books  (f«tf  No.  I.  and  No.  ii.),  and  all  other  re 
several  districts. 

4.  To  keep  a  small  asscNtment  of  the  varic 
die  use  of  the  Collectors,  and  appoint  a  tic 
delivered. 

5.  To  issue  all  notices  of  Special  Committc 

6.  fFhen  the  District  Committee  of  the  Lad 
lied  to  draw  up  their  Monthly  Report  (eachfw 
Minute  Secretary  is  to  write  it^  fUling  up  the 
printed  form,  and  selecting  the  most  interesting 

7.  A  copy  of  the  District  Committet^s  Rep 


*  It  is  evident,  (bat  in  reference  to  Aaaociations  i 
Auiiliary  (or  Branch)  Society,  this  vote  will  be  so  ei[ 
xamiuance  is  made  to  the  Cash  Secreury  of  the  Aux 
and  an  acknowledgment  requested^  which  is  preserve 
surer  of  the  Association. 

r  .t  Or^the  Secretary  of  the  Atuuliary  (ot  Branch) 
Xadies'  Branch  intervciies. 
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IMinute  Seaetury'B  Duties— previous  to  a  Public  Distribatiim. 


entered  rtgularly  in  the  *'  Report  Book,'*  or  a  duplicate  copy  4tnached 
hy  white  wafers  in  Us  proper  place ;  and  the  Report  is  to  be  presented, 
fy  the  Minute  Secretary 9  to  the  Ladies'  Branch* 

8.  //  is  recommended  that  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  prepare 
their  Monthly  District  Reports  to  the  Ladies'  Branchy  before  they  leave 
the  table  of  the  Association  Committee,  or  fix  a  time  of  meeting  J<nf 
this  purpose, 

,  %*  The  Minute  Secretary,  with  the  assistance  of  the  odier 
officers,  or  of  a  Sub- Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  usuallj 
yrrites  the  Annual  Report  {^ee  A^o.  xxv.),  and  submits  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  when  approved,  forwards  a  copy  of  the  same  to  th^ 
Minute  Secretary  ot  the  Ladles  Branch. 

♦  Previous  to  a  Public  Distribution — 

1.  To  give  notice  to  the  Minute  Secretary  of  the  Ladies*  Brwrtcht 
if  possible  a  month  previously,  of  an  intended  public  distribution ; 
and  r^uest  a  supply  of  Collectors*  Lista,  free  contributors*  tickets, 
and  hittidbills. 

2.  To  give  a  '<  Collector's  List"  to  every  CoUector,  two  or  three 
weeks  previous  to  a  public  distribution  ^  with  a  charge  that  such  list 
be  filled  up,  and  sent  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  at  least  a  week  befone 
the  day  appointed  for  the  public  distribution. 

N.  B.  If  the  regular  Committee-  meeting  be  two  or  three  weeka 
previous  to  a  public  distribution,  the  *^  Lists'*  may  be  given 
to  the  Collectors  after  the  usual  business  baa  been  dis- 
posed of. 
.  3.  To  disperse  the  hand-bills  and  free  contributors*  ticketa^ 
through  the  medium  of  the  Collectors ;'  and  have  some  handbills 
placarded. 

4.  To  request  the  assistance  of  the  District  Committee  of  the 
Auxiliary  Society  in  conducting  the  public  distribution ;  and  to 
send  invitations  to  such  other  Gentlemen  as  may  be  deemed  suitable^ 
inviting  them  to  take  part  in  tbe  business. 

5.  To  ghff  intimation  of  the  distribution^  if  possibkf  at  the  pr&f 
ceding  Branch  Committee-,  if  not^  to  forward  a  copy  oj  the  handHU 
to  each  member. 


iv._CASH  SECRETARY. 
'  Tbe  Cash  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  ''Cash  Book,*'  end. of 
the  "  Free  Contributors'  Book"  (see  Speetmens^  Nos.  xv.  and  xvi.)  i 

*  These  suggestions  are  of  course  inapplicable  where  the  mode  of  puUic  dis-> 
trflmdon  is  not  adopted.  In  Associations  conducted  by  GentUmenf  fiie  8%^ 
cretaries,  or  a  Sub- Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  make  the  prsliminary 
amngements.  In  Ladies*  Associations  conneicted  dirsctly  witii  an  Aunliary  (or 
Bnueh)  Sodaty,  the  Secretanes,  or  a  Sub^Committae  of  such  Socieiy,  diseha%^ 
thb  dtt^.    Se€  Section  III.  of  thu  Chapter.  .... 
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Cash  Sxcbxtajht'b  Duties— in  reference  to  a  Committee-Meeting. 


ike  Ao  reoetvei  from  the  MinuteSecretary  a  stock  of  printed  forms 
pf  the  CoUecton'  Monthly  Reports,  and  the  requisite  number  of  th^ 
**  Extracts  of  Correspondence,"  monthly. 

Her  duties  are, — 

In  reference  to  a  Committee-Meetings— 

1.  To  provide  a  suitable  room  for  the  meeting  of  the  Committee; 
re^arly  to-  see  diat  it  is  prepared  for  their  reception  at  the  ap-^ 
pointed  hour ;  and  to  defray  all  incidental  expenses  attending  it. 

2.  To  brins  the  Cash  Book,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  cash 
then  deliver^;  and  the  duplicate  bags,  ready  to  return  to  the 
Collectors ;  eadi  containing  one  blank  rorm  of  the  Monthly  District 
Report ;  and  so  many  copies  of  the  las(  number  of  the  **  Monthly 
Extracts"  as  will  furnish  one  to  each  Collector  of  the  district,  and 
to  every  free  contributor  of  lOs,  6<L  and  upwards  per  annum  ;•  and 
place  the  said  bags  before  the  Bible  Secretary. 

3.  To  present  the  Monthly  Statement  of  the  Funds  of  the  As- 
sociation, signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  herself,  when  called  for  by 
the  Minute  Secretary. — See  No.  xvii. 

4.  To  enter  the  sums  in  the  Cash  Book,  as  read  by  the  Minute 
Secretary,  under  the  respective  heads  of  <<Free/'  <<  Bibles,"  and 
^  Total  ;*'  and  immediately  after  the  Reports  are  concluded,  add 
lip  the  columns,  compare  the  amount  with  the  Bible  Secretary,  and 
report  as  follows : —  ' 

Received  this  Month, 


In  Free  Contributions,  £. 

In  Bible  Subscriptions,    £. 

Total    .    .  £. 


5.f  To  take  charge  of  the  free  contributors'  transfer  tickets 
{see  No.  vi.)  presented  by  tJie  Collectors ;  afterwards  mark  every 
contributor  wno  has  removed  into  another  Association,  as  <<  re- 
ihoved,*'  in  the  <<  Free  Contributors'  Book ;"  and  pass  the  ^cket  to* 
the  Collectors  of  the  district,  or  to  the  Cash  Secret^  of  the 
Association  in  which  the  person  now  resides. 

6.  To  pay  all  incidental  expenses  of  the  Society ;  enter  the 
amount  in  the  "  Cash  Book"  (see  Fourth  Specimen  of  No.  xv.)-,  and' 
bring  in  her  account  quarterly  to  the  Committee. 

7.  To  take  home  the  Colledors'  Reports  from  the  Committee, 
-    '  -  ■  •  I 

•  In  many  Anodations,  a  few  additional  copies  are  placed  in  the  bag,  whidi'' 
tlie  Collectors  lend  to  their  free  contributors  of  smaller  sums.  This  bas  been 
altended  with  the  most  gratiiying  results,  and  is  strongly  recommended  to  olber 
Associations. 

t  Where  the  plan  of  «  Transftr  Tickets'*  is  not  adopted,  this  hint  is  inap^ 
plldd>!e; 


Ittd  CONCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS.  [CHAF.  THU. 

Cash  Secretarj^s  Duties— previous  to  a  Public  Diftributaoii. 

check  the  amoant  in  the  **  Cash  Book/'  enter  the  nev  fmecoiv* 
tributors,  mark  the  Reports  in  one  comer  C.  S.^  and  forward  them  u» 

the  Bible  Secretary.  % 

8.  To  take  home  the  ba^s  containing  the  money;  re-examine  the 
respective  amounts ;  and,  if  incorrect,  have  the  error  rectified  by 
the  Collectors  of  the  district ;  pay  over  tlie  total  amount  to  the 
Treasurer ;  and  put  a  blank  form  of  the  District  Report,  and  the 
requisite  number  of  copies  of  the  last  sheet  of  '*  Monthly  Extracts,**^ 
in  each  bag,  ready  for  the  next  meeting. 

9.  In  every  press  of  business,  the  Cash  Secretary  (whose  dutiee 
are  tlie  least  arduous)  will  assist  the  Minute  and  Bible  Secreiariei^ 
when  requested. 

10.  At  the  meeting  of  ike  officers  to  draw  up  Ike  Treasurer's  and 
District  Committee's  Monthly  Reports  to  the  Ladies'  Branch  (see 
JVoi.xxiii.  and  xxiv.),  the  Cash  Secretary  will  supply  theTreasurer^ 

from  her  *^  Cash  Book  *'  tvith  materials  for  ker  Report ;  and  have 
inserted  in  the  District  Committee* s  Report  the  number  of  free  con— 
tributors  now  on  the  books,  and  the  total  number  since  the  establish^ 
meni. 

11.  At  the  close  of  theyear*  the  Cash  Secretary  furnishes  to  the 
Minu4e  Secretary  oj  the  Ladies*  Branchy  a  correct  alphabetical  list  of 
all  the  free  contributors  of  half  a- guinea  and  upwards  per  annump. 
to  be  published,  under  the  head  of  theAssociationy  in  the  Annual  Report 
cf  the  Ladies*  Branch.* 

12.  IVhen  the  Annual  Reports  are  printed,  the  Cash  Secretary  will 
apply  io  the  Minute  Secretary  ^  tfie  Ladies'  Branch  for  the  requisite 
number  of  copies ;  and  see  that  they  are  properly  distributed  to  each 
Collector,  and,  through  the  Collectors,  to  each  anuual  contributor  of 
105.  6d.  and  upwardf.f 

t  Previous  to  a  Public  Distribution— * 

1.  Preparatory  to  a  public  distrtbution«  the  Cash  Secretaiy 
ahould  request  the  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 
to  provide  a  commodious  room  for  the  purpose ;  and  to  have  it 
cleaned,  aired^  lighted,  and  properly  furnished  with  benches,  chairs, 
table,  &c.  I  and,  when  the  place  is  selected,  inform  the  Minute 
Secretary,  in  order  that  it  may  be  properly  advertised. 

%,  To  engage  a  person  to  attend  at  the  door,  who  shall  direct  all 
persons  furnished  with  public  distribution  tickets  to  seats  reserved 
for  them  round  the  room ;  the  benches  across  the  middle  being 

•  In  Associations  that  are  not  connected  with  a  Ladtft'  Branch,  and  ia  olT 
AsaoaiatHma  which  publish  their  own  Annual  Reports,  this  list  should  be  hahded 
tall^e  Minute  Secretaiy,  that  it  may  be  included  in  the  Report 

f  The  Committees  of  Associations  wltich  print  tlieir  Aqnual  Reports,  will 
4a4  the  mode  of  distribuiing  them  here  recommended,  the  best  calculated  to 
ensure  the  supply  of  the  free  contributors.  Dissatitifaction  has  been  espnpsspd 
ia  some  places  ia  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  this  duty. 

}  Where  the  mode  of  public  distribution  Is  not  adopted^  tbsia  hiitfs  9f 
i«ipplksabl«. 
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.  BiBLK  SxcsETAKT*B  Duties— «t  ft  Conunittee-Me 


appropriated  to  free  contiibutort  and  the  public,  w 
space  betweeBy  for  the  subscribers  to  pass  round  the  r( 
their  Bibles. 

N.  B.  Advantage  has  been  derived,  in  many  plac 

plying  Frkb  Contributors  with  tickets 

See  Section  IIL  of  this  Chapter. 

8.  *  To  provide  plates  for  receiving  contributions  a 

4.    To  receive  the  cadi  collected,  pay  the  incide 

and  report  and  pay  in  the  remainder  at  the  next  Coi 

ing ;  the  amount  to  be  entered  in  the  Cash  Book,  at  1 

diMrict  numbers,  as  <'  Collection,"  and  under  the  colui 


v.— BIBLE  SECRETARY. 

The  Bible  Secretary  takes  charge  of  the  *^  Bib 
Ab.  XVIII.)  and'*  Loan  Fund  Book"  (jee  iVb.  xxi.)> 
dered  the  I>e|)Ositary  of  all  Bibles  and  Testament 
of  the  Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Loan  Stock, 
charge  of  the  books  of  tickets  for  the  delivery  c 
and  Testaments,  whether  by  public  or  private  dis 
Loan  Tickets^  and  the  stamp  for  marking  the  Bil 
taments.  t 

Her  duties  are,— 

At  a  Committee  Meeting— 

1.  To  call  over  the  names  of  the  members,  and  rea 
of  the  last  Meeting. 

2.  To  present  a  Report  monthly,  when  called  for.- 
M.  B.  The  Bible  Secretary  will  find  it  advantag 

this  Report  on  the  day  preceding  the  Coi 

kkf^ ;  and,  if  a  duplicate  copy  be  preserve 

will  not  only  prevent  trouble,  but  dimini 

error  in  preparing  the  subsequent  Report 

tend  to  facilitate  the  preparation  of  these 

Bible  Secretary  keep  a  loose  sheet  of 

Bible  Book,  for  such  memoranda  as  are  s 

Collectors'  Reports;— for  Instance,  the  n 

subscribers  in  the  last;  month,  thenumbe 

have  discontinued,-&c. 

5.  When  the  Minute  Secretary  calls  for  the  ba 

Secretary  is  to  receive  them  in  regular  succession  * 

lectors ;  return  the  duplicates  containing  the  printe 

Report,  and  the  requisite  number  of  copies  ot  th( 

*  Hits  and  the  following  suggestion  are  equally  applicabl* 
jhinual  Meetings  of  Bible  Aiaociations  generally. 

f  It  wiU  be  perceived,  that  some  parts  of  this  obserratlon  ar 
those  AiaociatioiiB  which  do  not  adopt  the  "Loan  Fund**  p 
SO  thoia  which  do  not  hold  Meetings  for  poblic  dittribotions. 


— p— — Bssa  f  111  ,  .gaaMaeaBgaasasc^a— 

Bible  Sacretaty's  BiUiesp-with  oMpcct  to  the  Depoiitotf . 


Monthlj  Extracto ;  caant  the  money,  wrke  the  tdtab  on  a  slip  of 
paper,  return  the  cash  ioto  the  bags,  and  tie  them  np.  After  adding 
up  and  comparing  the  total  amount  received  with  the  Cash  Seeie* 
tarj,  ^  latter  takes  charge  of  die  bags,  monenr,  and  Reports. 
.  4«  «To  lay  before  die  Treasurer  a  list  of  the  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments LENT ;  that  while  the  Reports  are  reading,  she  may  observe 
if  they  are  accounted  for  by  the  Collectors. 

5.  «To  supply  the  Treasurer  at  the  table  with  loan  tideets  (see 
N(K  vii.),  that  they  nu^  be  filled  up  according  to  the  loans  theot 
T(Aed« 

6.  t  To  receive  from  the  Collectors  the  Bible  subscribers'  dupli* 
cate  Transfer  Tickets  (seeNo^Vi.  Second  Specimen),  and  hand  them 
over  to  the  Collectors  of  the  district  into  which  the  subscriber  has 
removed.  If  the  party  have  removed  into  another  Association,  the 
transfer  ticket  to  be  delivered  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of  such  Asso- 
ciation, at  the  next  meeting  of. the  Ladies*  Branch  Committee* 

N.B.  Jll  Bible  Subscribers'  Transfer  Tickets  received  from  the 
Secretaries  of  other  Associations  should  be  immediate 
fUed  tUl  the  end  of  the  year, — See  vitk  Observation  on 
No,  VI. 

With  respect  to  the  Depository,  to  ohserre— 

1.  When  a  supplyof  Bibles  and  Testaments  is  required;  to  ascer- 
tain, by  application  to  the  Cash  Secretary,  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ladies*  Branchf  which  the  amount  of  the  order  should  never 
exceed ;  theniill  up  one  of  the  orders  {see  No.  xix,),  calculate' tfie 
teounts,  and  send  it  to  the  Bible  Secretary  t  of  the  Ladief  Branch* 

2.  That  the  depository  be  regularly  weu  supplied  with  the  various' 
descriptions  of  Blbfes  and  Testaments  required  by  subscribeis, 
^hich  should  be  all  neatiy  stamped  before  putting  them  mtheb 
places. 

'.  3.  To  furnish  the  Collectors,  on  application,  with  Delivery 
Tickets  {see  No,  viii.)  for  tiie  supply  of  the  individuals  who  may 
require  their  copies  previous  to  a  public  dbtribution;  filling  up 
the  blanks  in  the  tickets  before  they  are  delivered  to  the  Col- 
lectors. || 

'         ■  -  •  

*  These  suggestioitf  are  only  applicable  where  the  «  Loan  Fund**  plan  ie 


t  This  hint  is,  of  course,  confined  to  those  Associations  that  adopt  the  plan  of 
••  Tkimsfer  Tickets.** 

X  In  reference  to  Associations  connected  directly  with  as  Auziliarr  (or  Branch). 
Society,  the  order  is  directed  to  the  Bible  Secretary  or  Beposituy  of  such 
3ocitety. 

H  If  the  number  of  Bibles  and  TesUments  distributed  privately  be  oonsi-' 
d^rabley  as  well  as  in  Associations  which  do  not  adopt  the  plan  of  public  dia- 
tAbutions^  the  Bible  Secretary  delivers  to  the  Collectors  of  each  district  two 
botJts  of  these  tickets  (one  of  Bible  and  the  other  of  Testament  tickets),  marked 
on 'die  back  with  the  number  of  the  district.  In  all  such  cades  the  tickets  are 
fitted  by  the  Collectors 
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Bible  Secretaiy's  Dutii»— with  reepect  to  the  Loa 


4.  That  the  checks  be  filed,  and  the  blanks  in  t] 
opposite  to  the  receiver's  name  filled  up,  before  the 
taoient  shall  be  delivered  to  the  subscriber. 

5.  To  receive  the  Collectors'  Monthly  Reports  fi 
Secretary,  and  regularly  enter  the  names  of  new  Bil 
in  the  Bible  Book ;  mark  the  Reports  in  one  core 
forward  them  to  the  Minute  Secretary. 

6.  Every  parcel  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  sent  fr( 
Branch*  to  the  Bible  Secretary  of  an  Association 
accompanied  by  an  invoice.  {See  Specimen  No.  4,  Che 
The  particulars  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  specified 
should  be  immediately  entered  in  her  book  (see  No 
Specimen)  by  the  Bible  Secretary ;  who  should  then  fo 
the  invoice^  and  hand  it  to  the  Cash  Secretary  of  thi 
by  whom  the  amount  is  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Lii 

7*  Any  damaged  copies,  or  those  which  are  bii 
rectly  bound,  should  be  immediately  returned  to  th(! 
tary  of  the  Ladies*  Branchy  and  exchanged  for  perfect 
same  description.  ^ 

X  WiA  respect  to  Ae  Loan  Fund,  to  ofci 

1.  That  the  Loan  Fund  be  kept  distinct  from  xl 
the  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  be  marked  on  the  edgen 
when  shut,  '<  lent  \*  and  on  the  ends.  No.  (from  i 
and  marked  in  the  title*page  according  to  the  Loei 
— See  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter. 

2.  The  Loan  Stock  to  be  always  'supplied  by  mi 
tinct  subscription,  separate  from  the  funds  of  tlie  Soi 
Bible  Secretary  to  invest  the  amount  in  the  purchase 
Testaments,  at  the  reduced  prices,  at  toe  Dep: 
Auxiliary  Society.  The  stock  to  be  regularly  enterec! 
Eund  Book."^&e  No.  jlxu 

.  N.  B.  The  subscription  for  the  Loan  Fund  is  gem  i 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee ;  and  strai 
be  present  are  invited  t#contribute. 
S.  Frequently  to  inspect  the  Loan  Stock ;  and 
Collectors  for  any  Bibles  or  Testaments  kept  beyoni  I 
time  without  havmg  been  reported  to  the  Commits  i 
entry  to  be  made  in  the  <<  Loan-Fund  Book"  {see  S  \ 
of  No.  XXI.),  opposite  to  the  number  of  the  copy, 
turned,  and  an  acxnowledgment  of  its  receipt  given  t< 
N.B.  It  will  save  time  and  trouble  if  the  Bible  S  ; 
the  day  and  hours  of  delivery,  in  all  the  I 
they  are  used.      The  same  time   may  be 
Loans  as  for  delivery  to  subscribers. 

*  Or  from  the  SecretAry,  or  Depositary,  of  an  Auxiliary  (or  ; 
f  Or  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 
\  Hieaa  obionrations  are  inapplicable  to  Aaeociations  which  i 
**  Loan-Fund"  fystem. 
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General  Hints  to  the  Officers. 


♦  Previous  to  a  Public  Distribution—* 

1,  To  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  readi* 
oess,  not  only  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Collectors'  lists,  but 
a  few  of  each  sort  in  reserve,  to  answer  any  unexpected  demand. 

2.  To  receivo  the  Collectors'  lists ;  and  fill  up  and  give  to  each 
Collector,  at  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Committee-meeting 

5 receding  a  public  distribution,  a  sufficient  number  of  Delivery 
*ickets,  llled  up  according  to  such  Collector's  list,  requesting  the 
Collectors  to  sign  them,  and  hand  them  to  their  subscribers. 

S.  To  see  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  arranged  upon  the  table  in 
front  of  the  chair,  each  sort  by  itself,  at  least  an  hour  before  the 
time  advertised  for  the  meeting ;  and  to  place  a  list  of  the  sub* 
scribers  to  be  supplied  before  the  Chairman. 

4.  Immediately  after  the  meeting,  to  collect  the  remaining 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  the  tickets,  which  should  be  after« 
wards  filed  in  order.    See  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter. 


Vf.— t  GENERAL  HINTS  TO  THE  OFFICBR& 

I.  It  will  be  found  to  save  considerable  time,  and  to  fiicilitate 
the  business,  .if  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  meet  half  an  hour 
before  the  other  members  of  the  Committee.  This  is  found  par* 
ticularjy  useful  at  the  commencement  of  a  Bible  Association. 

II.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  should  each  have  a  list  of  the- 
Collectors  and  their  residences,  with  a  specification  of  the  districts 
to  which  they  are  respectively  attached;  and  any  alterations  should 
be  promptly  noticed  m  these  lists. 

III.  The  Secretaries  will  find  it  advantageous  to  paste  the  Rulea 
and  B^-Law«,  the  Rules  of  the  Loan  Fund,  and  other  official 
regulations,  inside  the  covers  of  their  account-books;  and  the 
Bible  Secretary  should  have  a  specimen  of  the  types  pasted  in  the 
«  Bible  Book." 

IV.  The  Cash  and  Bible  Secretanes  apply  to  the  Minute  Secre* 
tary,  as'  the.Depositary  of  the  Association^  for  any  books  or  papers 
they  may  require. 

V.  The  quarterly  examination  of  the  Collecting  Books,  by  callinr 
them  over  with  the  Cash  and  Bible  Secretaries*  Books,  should 
never  be  omitted.  A  special  notice  of  this  meeting  should  be  sent 
to  every  Collector  by  the  Minute  Secretaiy. 

yi.  The  Presidents,  Treasurers,  and  Secretaries,  of  Bible  Asso* 
ciations,  should  avail  themselves  of  every  suitable  opportunity  to 
Unpress  on  the  minds  of  Collectors  the  importance  of  a  steady 


*  These  suggestions,  it  wiU  be  pera^Ted,  are  only  Applicable  where  t^.SBoda 
«f  public  distribution  is  •doptdd. 
f  Theie  hints  are  equally  applicable  lo  all  Bibla  Asiociationa. 
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#BCT«  L]         BtrnXS  of  OFFICKM  and  COLLECfrORi. 

C0LLBCTOA8*  Duties— in  reference  to  Selection  of  Dist] 

^y^— i,_— .  *> 1.  ■  •     .1, 

Adherence  to  the  singleneM  and  purity  of  the  object 
by  the  Bible  Society.  The  conversation  of  Collectors 
on  whom  they  call,  should,  if  possible,  be  such  as  t 
their  knowing  to  what  religious  denomination  the 
belong;  while  the  latter  should  humbly  and  constantly 
to  **  ^dfiim  ihe  doctrine  of  God  their  Saviottr  in  all  things. 


VII.— •COLLECtORS. 

In  reference  to  their  Selection  of  DistrictSi 

1.  Some  Ladies  prefer  collecting  near  home,  and  othi 
more  distant  district.  This  is  a  matter  of  individual  c 
Collectors  are  strongly  recommended  to  exercise  cai 
haviog  once  chosen  tlieir  district,  not  to  allow  any  ori 
sideratioD  to  induce  a  change,  which  is  equally  injurioii 
selves  and  to  the  cause.  The  poor,  grateful  for  thoi 
mercy,  gradually  become  attached  to  the  Collectors ;  b 
change  of  districts  impairs,  if  it  do  not  destroy,  this  effei 
ite  collateral  advanu^. 

2.  Similar  caution  is  necessary  in  the  selection  of  their 
In  these  weekly  visits,  and  in  the  considerations  which  tl 
friendship  has  found  a  powerful  cement,  and  relative 
new  and  sacred  charm.  But  Ladies  will  find  advantage 
ing  the  interests  of  the  cause,  rather  than  their  own  incli 

S.  Many  Ladies  will  find  it  necessary,  at  the  ooonnenc  1 
Association,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  temptii 
exienmve  usefulness.  It  is  no  uncommon  circnmttan<i 
Collector  volunteer  for  two  or  three  districts,  particolarl} 
already  appointed  to  them  are  her  intimate  friends  or  re 
it  will  generally  be  found,  that  one  moderately "sizttd  disr 
ficient  field  of  labour  for  mind  and  body ;  and,  by  c ; 
exertions  within  these  limits,  a  Collector  will  rarely  fin : 
oppressive,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  increasing  i 
gratification.  Volunteers  for  the  temporary  occupation  1 
are,  however,  very  desirable  in  some  cases,  but  only  unt  i 
manent  Collectors  are  obtained. 

Visiting. 

(See  FiiUinf  Book,  ^0.  t.) 
1.  Having  been  informed,  by  the  Minute  Secretary 
on  which  they  are  expected  to  commence  their  visit  1 

•  The  alteratioM  nccoMery  in  order  to  render  tbeie  Hinti  eppl  1 
tlemeii*t  AsaodetioiM,  will  iuggett  tbenselvet  to  the  reeder't 
which  refer  to  the  <^  Loen  Fund,"  **  TrantferTieketa,"  or  «  Public  ! 
nre,  of  coune^  inapplicable  where  tbcM  parti  of  the  fjalem,  impm  1 
adflptcd. 
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-  CoUecton*  Duties— -«s  legftrds  Yiaitiiig : 

"whose  name  sttmcls  fim  in  the  appointment  will  be  furnished  witb 
the  foUowing  BookSy  Papers^  &c. ;  viz. 

Yifitiiig  Book SeeNa  i.  *   • 

CoUecting  Book    •»     ii. 

CoUectiog  Bag —     xu. 

Form  of  MonChlj  Beport   •••.••     —     z. 

20  Bible  Subscribers*  Cards —      v. 

6  Free  Contributors'  Transfer  Tickets  \ 
U  Bible  Subscriber's  .  .  .   Ditto   .  .  » 5  "•      ^'' 

6  Loan  Tickets ^     rn. 

8  Specimens  of  Types  .  .  See  Appendix,  No.  IT. 
6  Copiea  of  Bules  and  By-l4iirs.    See  Sect.  III.  Chap.  VTL 
An  Assortment  of  Papers  explana-^^      .         ,. 
hmy  of  the  olgect  for  distribution.^  5  ^®®  Appenmx. 
N.B.  The  uses  of  these  several  Booka  and  Papers  will  be  found  detailed 
in  the  Observations  prefixed  to  each  Specimen. 

-  2.  Having  arranged  with  each  other  the  time  for  setting  out, 
which  should,  if  possible,  he  in  the  forenooni  the  Collector  to  whoxa 
they  are  entrusted  prepares  the  Visiting  Book,  a  few  Bible  Sub- 
criber's  Cards  (with  the  names  and  address  of  the  Collectors  writtefi 
.on  die  back),  a  Specimen  of  the  Types,  Copy  of  the  Rules  and  Bye- 
Laws,  and  the  papers  for  distribution  (seeAjbpeHdix)^  folded  aoA 
.arranged  accordmg  to.  their  various  kinds.  Of  these  last*  Nas  I. 
.111.  V.  YL  and  VII.  will  be  found  best  adapted  for  circulatioi 
Among  the  higher  classes^  and  Nos,  VIII.  IX.  and  XII.  meet  suitable 
•for  the  p(k>r ;  No. X.  is  ^ecially  addressed  to  Female  Servants  ;.aad 
No.  XI.  to  Mariners. 

3.  Am  one  Collector  never  calls  at  the  house  of  another  for  the 
•purpose  of  soliciting  contributions,  the  first  names  entered  should  l|e 
those  of  the  members  of  the  Collectors'  families  who  may  fe^L 
•inclined  to  contribute^ 

4.  To  those  benevolent  Ladies  who  are  in  the  habit  o£  visiting  the 
humble  abodes  of  poverty  and  industry,  it  may  appear  superfluous 
to  observe,  that  the  slightest  marks  of  attenti<Hi  and  respect  are  pe- 
culiarly grateful  to  the  poor:  but  as  these  hinu  are  intended  princi* 
pally  for  those  who  have  not  yet  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  vf 
this  numerous  class  of  their  fellow  creatures,  it  may  not  be  unnecea- 

•sary  to  remark,  what  experience  will  soon  confirm^  that  die  surest 
passport  to  the  lieart  of  the  cottager  is.  the  evidence  of  interest  iw|d 
kin&ess*  .  .  . 

5.  In  reference  to  the  « Visiting  Book/*  it  will  be  under- 
stood, that  the  information  recjuired  relative  to  the  <<  Number  who 
can  read,"  &c  iqpplies  exclusively  to  the  poor,  and  will  be  best 
attained  by  requesting  to  know  how  many  can  read ;  as  few  are 

♦  Whn«-  the  **  Committee  Card"  (tee  Ho.  vr,)  is  adopted,  one  tbould  be 
givan  to  Mch  CoUaetor ;  and,  in  AatooialioDs  that  do  not  bold  public  distribu- 
tional two  books  of  "  DeliTcry  Tickets,"  {»ee  Specimen,  No.  vm.),  ooe  ^r 
Bibles,  and  the  other  for  Testaments,  are  given  to  tlie  Collectors  of  every  district. 
Thia  may  be  done  in  all  Associations,  if  the  mimber  of  Bibles  and  TesUmeate 
thus  distributed  be  consicferable.  « 
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Conduct  to  punue  when  visiting  th«ir  Districts. 

>rniing  to  acknowledge  they  cannot,  especially  to  sti 
obtain  tliis^  and  all  other  necessair  information^  Coll< 
rnvoid  the  appearance  of  doing  so  rorinaUy»  but  suffer 
«Uioii  to  lead  naturally  to  tho^e  points. 

6.  While  one  Collector  is  conversing  with  the  inhi 
colTeague  should  select  such  paper  or  papers  as  app 
and,  if  the  {Arty  be  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  expla 
object,  an  intimation  should  be  given  that  the  Collecton 
ensuing  Monday,  when  the  perusal  of  the  papers  left  mi 
a  more  satisfactory  view  of  the  subiect. 
.  7*  Collectors  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to 
or  Testaments  under  Casi  prices.  When  evident  pove 
couragement,  on  the  part  of  the  subscriber,  render  it 
deliver  the  copy  before  cost  price  has  been  paid,  it  shi 
with  a  dear  understanding  that  the  subscription  is  to 
fWhen  ability  admits^ 

To  excite  and  perpetuate  a  habit  of  savbg  and  ecoi 
mod  collateral  benefit  of  Bible  Associations ;  and  it  is 
die  longer  this  habit  is  fostered,  the  greater  is  the  chaii 
.cominff  a  permanent  principle  of  actipu.  It  is  likei 
blisbed  fac^  that  Bibles  which  are  sold  are  not  only 
but  more  read, 

.'  6*  Parents,  who  cannot  read,  should  be  encouraged 
for  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  their  children  who  can 
may  be  beneficially  given,  of  the  eomfort  of  sitting  d< 
of  an  evening,  and  hearing  the  child  read  the  sacred  v 
assembled  family. 

9.  The  Specimen  of  the  Types  will  enable  subscril 
the  most  suitable  Bible  or  Testament:  but  children,  and 
^i^ht  is  good,  should  not  be  encouraged  to  subscribe  fo 
pnced  editions. 

.  10.  While  one  of  the  Collectors  enters  the  name,  &< 
Subscriber,  her  colleague  shoutd  fill  up  a  card,  tviik  ini 
sum  paid,  opposite  to  the  date ;  and  explain  the  object  < 

11.  The  <x)ject  of  the  Bible  Society  should  be  ful 
phun,  simple  language ;  and  any  ouestions  addressed  t< 
tors  should  be  kmdiy  and  patiently  answered.  The  p 
pf  a  first  visit  is  to  make  me  design  of  the  Society  cleai 

12.  The  requisite  particulars,  and  the  amount  of  moi 
should  be  correctly  entered  in  the  **  Visiting  Book,"  bi 
the  house. 

IS.  Collectors  should  endeavour  to  make  the  poor  sc 
privilege  they  enjoy,  in  being  thus  enabled  to  obtaiq  s( 
H  treasure  by  sucm  easy  means. 

Free  Contributtons. 
^    1.  These  should  never  be  accepted  from  persons  wh 
iii^,pacoc}ual  relief  nor  from  that  class.of  females  too  j 
**  unfortunate."    But  as  suitable  opportunities  oier,-.b<] 
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Cdleetort*  ]>utie»^relatire  to  Fne«  ContributoTB  uid  CoUecttng'. 

tencoaraged  to  subscribe  for  Bibles,  either  at  the  cost  or  reduced 
prices,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Collectors. 

9.  The  Collectors  should  never  accept  free  contributions  iWsm 
persons  who  appear  doubtful  as  to  the  utility  of  the  Society,  withoat 
leaving  some  ot  the  printed  papers,  to  explain  its  nature,  object, 
tind  results. 

S.^  No  one  should  be  importuned  to  contribute.  In  all  cases  tlie 
tipplication  should  be  made  in  a  respectful  manner,  and  so  as  to  coff»- 
▼ey  a  clear  understanding,  that  while  the  Collector  is  fully  convinced 
of  the  purity  and  importance  of  the  cause,  the  most  perfect  libbrtj 
of  judgment  as  to  approval  and  co-operation  is  cheerfully  allowed  to 
all.  At  the  same  time,  the  object,  tendency,  and  efiects  of  the 
Society,  should  be  fully  explained. 

4.  Free  contributors  should  be  frequently  told  of  the  progress  and 
success  of  the  Society  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  last  namber 
of  the  ^'  Extracts  of  Correspondence**  should  be  regularly  given  to 
every  free  contributor  of  half-a-guinea  and  upwards  per  annum  ;* 
and  to  those  who  contribute  smaller  sums  periodically,  these  la- 
teresting  publications  should  be  lent  for  two  or  three  days  monthly; 
each  person  -being  told  to  whom  it  is  to  be  forwarded  when  read. 
One  copy  will  thus  suffice  for  several  families ;  and  pts  temporary 
possession  is  calculated  to  ensure  its  perusal. 

5.  Collectors  should  be  particular  m  supplying  their  free  contri» 
butors  of  half-a-guinea  and  upwards  per  annum  with  the  Annusi 
Reports  of  the  Association,  or  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society 
with  which  it  is  connected.  Occasional  and  annual  publications  of 
the  Parent  Institution  may  likewise  be  thus  distributed,  or  lent, 
with  considerable  advantage. 

6.  Where  a  Lady  appears  suitable  for  the  appointment,  and  is  in« 
terested  in  the  object,  the  Collectors  should  propose  her  admission 
on  the  Committee  in  their  Monthly  Report. 

7.  In  soliciting  free  contributions  from  the  labouring  classes,  a 
Collector  should  iv^er  make  ase  of  that  influence  which  her  staiton 
in  life  may  be  supposed  to  give  her.  The  principle  of  Bible  Asso* 
ciations  excites  and  encourages  a  spirit  of  proper  independence 
among  the  poor ;  and  it  is  their  free-will  offerings  alone  that  possess 
an  intrinsic  value.  They  should  be  taught,  that  the  cause  is  one 
whose  claims  entitle  it  to  support,  and  that  their  o#n  gratificalioa 
and  interest  are  connected  with  it. 

CoIIectmg. 

I.  On  returning  from  their  first  visit  to  their  district,  the  Colke^ 
tors  should  immediai^ly  enter,  from  the  **  Visiting  Book,*'  the  namo 

•  It  flMv  bt  Mipeetfullj  mbmiciad  to  tbs  frat  contribulon,  as  tulttblAoppoiw 
tunilief  offer,  that  bj  Undiiig  the  «<Montfaly  l^ztnctt,'*  and  the  olh«r  puUiottiMs 
«r  the  Society,  to  ib«r  Mtm^  sad  to^Mintaiioe^  they  will  smncieUy  proncto  M 
lofaMuuthmioB. 
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SECT.  X.]         DUTIES  OT  OFFICERS  AND  COLLSCTORS. 

CoUecton*  DuUes—relatiye  to  cottecting  weMy. 


4  wid  otber  particulars  of  every  free  contributor,  and  Bi  I 

•criber,  in  the^^  Collecting  Book."    If  the  whole  of  the  di  I 

k  visited,  the  former  may  be  carefully  laid  aside ;  but  if  not^ 

k  be  used  until  this  be  accomplished. 

f  2.  The  **  Collecting  Book*'  is  used  every  week ;  and  it     ' 

time  if  the  Collectors  take  with  it  a  few  **  Loan  Tick  I 

J  ^*  Transfer  Tidcets," 

g  3.  The  amount  received  should  be  immediately  entere 

f  *'  Collecting  Book,"  in  the  presence  of  the  contributor   ; 

l|  ^criber ;  and  (with  respect  to  the  latter)  a  similar  entry  ma<  i 

/i  V  Bible  Subsoriber^s"  card;    This  may  be  done  by  one  of  th 

I  tors,  while  her  colleague  counts  the  pioney  and  puts  it  in  ti  i 
»  4.  Although  it  may  deht&n'  the  Collectors  a  few  moment  i 

II  question  asked  by  the  subscribeFS,  relative  to  their  subscri  i 
|0  to  the  Society,  should  be  satisfactorily  answered.  Where  i 
tt  confidence  is  placed,  this  patient  attention  is  due  to  the  po<  i 
^  5,  Collectors  should  never  give  money  to  the  subscri  i 
^1  <Ae  purpose  of  aidiTig  their  subscription.  This  partiality  in 
II  occasions  jealousy,  and  strikes  at  the  root  of  a  principle  i 
j  adverted  to— the  personal  independence  of  the  poor.  A  j  i 
g             Collector  will  find  many  other  opportunities'  of  assisting  a  d  i 

family. 

gl  6.  Having  once  fixed  on  the  day  and  hour,  weekly,  for  i 

^^  ine',  no  ordinary  circumstance  should  induce  an  alteration. 

^  acihrantages  attend  this  adherence  to  punctuality,  boi  I 

'  regards  the  Collectors  and  the  subscribers.     The  former  i 

.  ft  conducive  to  the  systematic  arrangement  of  their  time ;  i 

latter,  expecting  the  grateful  call,  will  be  ready ;  or  will  h  > 
money  with  a  neighbour,  if  likely  to  be  absent. 

7.  Although  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  few  cases  will  ( i 
induce  a  Collector  to  design  her  district;  while  health  ani  I 
qualify  her  to  discharge  the  interesting  duties  of  her  ofli 
tmavoidable  circumstances  may  render  it  necessary.  In  eve 
instance^  she  ought  to  feel  it  to  be  her  duty,  and  not  that 
Committee,  to  provide  a  successor  jproperly  qualified,  and  | 
her  admission  before  she  tenders  her  own  resignation.  She 
then  consider  the  new  member  as  her  colleague,  and  acci 
her  for  a  few  weeks  through  the  district,  in  order  to  introd 
to  the  contributors  and  subscribers,  and  make  her  acquaint; 
the  practical  duties  that  devolve  upon  her. 

8.  When  a  new  Visitinj^  or  Collecting  Book  is  required,  t: 
lector  applies  to  the  Minute  Secretary,  by  whom  she  \i\ 
diatel^  supplied.      She   then   carefully  copies   the  nami; 

^  scriptions,  &c.  of  all  her  free  contributors  in  the  new  Co 

I  Book  ;  and  also*  transcribes  in  it  the  names,  &c,  of  all  her  Bl 

•crtbers  who  have  not  been  supplied^  with  the  totial  sums  th 
»  respectively  paid ;  the  latter  being  inserted  in  the  proper  i 

*  in  ftidfilling  this'  duty,  it  idifodld  alwi^  be  recollected,  ti 

^  MM 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'69b'  CONCLUDING  OB881LTATION8.  [cHAP.THn 
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contributor  or  subscriber  bears  the  original  number  prefixed  to 
the  name.  The  old  books  should  be  handed  to  the  Minute  Se* 
cretary. 

Visitors. 

{See  OhservoHmi  i.  011  the  By-Lawt,  Chapter  WL  Section  IIL) 

!•  The  importance  of  engaging  young  Ladies  as  YisitorSy  and  of 
proposing  them  to  the  Committee  as  such,  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of  by  Collectors,  who  are  thus  training  up  their  future  suc- 
cessors in  this  line  of  usefulness. 

2.  No  young  Lady  should  be  proposed  as  a  Visitor  without  the 
cordial  approbation  of  her  parents. 

3.  Visitors  should  collect  only  in  their  own  families,  and  from 
their  immediate  friends  and  schoolfellows. 

Serrants. 

(See  Appendix,  Ife,  x.) 

1.  No  application  whatever  should  be  made  to  a  servant  wUkoui 
the  express  permission  of  her  mistress.  This  is  a  subject  wherein  too 
much  caution  and  delicacy  cannot  be  exercised  by  a  Collector. 

S.  At  their  first  visit  to  a  respectable  house,  after  having  heard 
the  sentiments  of  the  heads  of  the  family  relative  to  the  Bible 
Society  generally,  and  to  the  Local  Association  in  particular,  the 
Collectors  will  be  enabled  to  judge  how  far  .it  may  be  proper  to 
advert  to  the  servants,  and  to  reque&t  their  mistress  to  circulate  the 
**  Address  to  Servants,''  and  other  papers,  among  her  domestics. 
But  the  subject  should  never  be  urged,  if  the  sHghtest  disinclination 
be  manifested.  Important  as  it  is  (and  few  considerations  are  of 
greater  importance)  to  elevate  and  confirm  the  tone  of  moral  prin- 
ciple and  reeling  in  thitf  numerous  class  of  the  community,  their 
employers  should  be  the  sole  judges  of  the  propriety  of  these  ap- 
plications. 

S.  Many  servants  have  access  to  a  Bible  or  Testament  through 
the  kind  and  judicious  attention  of  their  employers ;  but  it  is  f re* 
quently  found,  that  the  individual  possession  of  a  copy  increases  its 
value,  and  secures  its  more  dilieent  perusal. 

4.  It  will,  generally,  be  found  more  convenient  to  servants  to  pay 
their  contributions  and  subscriptions  monthly,  or  quarterly,  ratoer 
than  weekly. 

Loans. 

(See  Ne.  vii.  andSectwn  11.  o/'tkit  Chapter.) 

1.  The  Collectors  who  recommend  individuals  for  Loan  Bibles 
or  Testaments  are  responsible  to  the  Bible  Secretary  for  their  safe 
return. 

2.  It  is  a  painful  fact,  that,  in  several  instances,  persons  who  pos- 
sessed Bibles  or  Testaments  have  informed  the  Collectors  they  had 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CoUecton*  Duties— in  reference  to  Transit  Tickets. 


no  copy,  in  the  expectatioif  of  receiving  them  as  a  gift.  This 
should  make  Ladies  cautious  in  their  proceedings.  T^e  idea  of 
being  gratuitously  supplied  should  never  be  suggested :  but  in  cases 
of  a&olute  distress,  the  individuals  should  be  informed  that  they 
will  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  Loans, 

S.  Collectors  are  authorised  by  the  Rules  (see  Section  II.  of  this 
Chflipter)  to  lend  Bibles  and  Testaments,  tn  cases  of  sickness,  &c.,  in 
the  mtervals  betw^een  the  Committee-meetings ;  but  all  sucli  cases 
should  be  regularly  reported  monthly. 

4.  When  Collectors  have  recommended  an  individual  for  a  loan 
in  their  *<  Monthly  Report"  (see  Specimen^  No,  x.),  and  it  has  been 
voted  by  the  Committee,  a  ticket  is  delivered  at  the  table,  which  is 
sabsequentlv  signed  bv  the  Collectors,  and  given  to  the  poor  person. 
The  party  should  be  distinctly  informed,  that  the  Bible  or  Testament 
is  lent  for  a  month ;  and  that  the  Committee  expect  it  will  be  dili- 
gently read,  and  carefully  preserved  from  injury. 

5.  It  it  highly  desirable  that  Collectors,  in  their  weekly  visits, 
should  call  and  see  the  Loan  copies;  but  tills  duty  becomes 
indispensable  monthly.  In  numerous  instances,  the  temporary  pos- 
session of  this  inestimable  treasure  has  induced  the  receivers  to 
become  subscribers  for  Bibles,  and  to  relinquish  those  vicious  and 
extravagant  habits  which  had  previously  led  them  to  believe  they 
were  unable  to  spare  a  penny  weekly. 

6.  Collectors  are  authorised  to  extend  the  loans  beyond  a  month, 
if  they  see  occasion ;  but  all  such  cases  should  be  regularly  re- 
ported to  the  Committee. 

7.  The  names  and  address  of  those  to  whom  copies  faiave 
been  lent  should  be  inserted  by  the  Collectors  at  the  end  of  the 
**  Collecting  Book'*  (see  Fourth  Specimen  of  No,  ii.),  as  a  guide  to 
them  in  their  weekly  visits ;  and  every  copy  returned  should  be  im- 
mediately marked  off  in  the  list.  If  there  be  not  sufficient  space 
in  the  last  folio  of  the  Collecting  Book,  a  piece  of  paper  should  be 
attached  for  this  purpose. 

Transfer  Tickets. 
{See  Specimen,  No.  vi.) 

1.  As  soon  as  possible  after  e^free  contributor  has  removed,  the 
Collectors  should  ascertain  his  or  her  present  residence,  fill  up  the 
proper  ticket,  and  put  it  in  the  collecting-bag,  to  present  at  the 
next  Committee- meeting. 

2.  When  they  ascertain  that  a  Bible  subscriber  is  about  to  re- 
move, they  should  immediately  fill  up  tuH>  of  the  proper  tickets. 
One  should  be  given  to  the  lubscriber,  with  an  intimation  that  it  is 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Ladies,  who  will  call  for  it  at  the  house  to 
which  the  party  is  about  to  remove ;  the  other  should  be  put  in  the 
collecting-bag,  and  presented  at  the  next  Committee-meeting. 

N.B.  All  tickets  should  be  filled  up  with  ink. 
uu2 


4110  OOflGCUOniG  OBSERVAXEOK&.        '     [c^AP* 

aesSBg- ■'■-T.'"""''  "  ii"       "      ' ■      III"  ....  ■■,.■■■  aBsas==as= 

Pvepwation  of  tlie  Monthly  Eepori, 


diL  When  aisul>scribec  removes  vitJbovkl  wforai^  U^  CoU«i^i«^ 
they  skould  inquire  of  the  neighboursi  aod  l^se  n»  tiiae  in  ^vm^ 
or  flendkig  the  ticket. 

4.  The  preceding  hints  are  only  applicable  when  the  par^ 
removes  to  another  District  of  the  same  Association*  or  ta  a  plaoo 
within  the  limits  of  an  Association  connected  with  the  s^me 
Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society.  If  the  removal  be  to  a  greater 
distance,  the  tickets  are  altogether  dispensed  with ;  and  in.  the  case 
of  a  Bible  Subscriber^  the  party  is  request^  to.  name  some  one 
who  may  continue  the  subscription^  and  receive  the  Bibto  or  Tes- 
tament. But  if  such  be  the  wish  of  the  subscriber,  the  amouoft 
received  should  be  returned,  and  reported  to  the  next  Committee^ 
^hen  the  Treasurer  should  be  authorised  to  repay  i^  to  the 
Collectors. 

Monthly  Report, 

{See  specimen^  No,  x.) 

1.  Collectors  should  always  bear  in  mind,  that  on  the  regularity 
and  correctness  of  this  important  document  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretaries'  Books  wholiv  depwd3.  Nor  should  it  ever  be  for-> 
gotten,  that  if  the  Collecting  Book  be  incorrectly  kept,  the 
Monthly  Report  will  likewise  be  inaccurate.  A  very  slight  degree 
of-  attention  will  prevent  any  deftdency  or  error  in  either  the  one 
or  the  other. 

2.  Collectors  will  find  it  advantageous  to  fill  up  their  Reports 
on  the  dav  preoediug  the  Monthly  Committee-meeting.  The 
number  of  the  district  should  be  first  inserted,  with^the  date  qf  presen- 
tation ;  next,  the  amount  received  since  the  last  B.eport,  specifying 
accurately  the  separate  sums,  under  their  proper  heads  of  <^  Fre^ 
Contributions,"  <'  Subscriptions  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,"  and 
*'  Total,"  and  checking  the  several  amounts  by  their  **  Collecting 
Book,"  and  the  money  m  the  bag.  The  names  of  all  persons  who 
have  become  new  free  contributors,  or  Bible  subscribers,  since  the 
date  of  the  last  Report^  should  then  be  inserted  correctly,  under 
their  respective  heads,  from  the  Collecting  Book ;  which  also  sup- 
plies the  information  required  under  the  remaining  heads  in  the 
first  page  of  the  Report.  When  inserting  the  total  number  of 
free  contributors  and  Bible  subscribers,  care  should  be  taken  to 
deduct  the  number  of  those,  of  each  description,  who  have  ^m^ 
continued. 

S.  It  should  always  be  remembered,  that  in  two  cases  mty 
should  the  name  of  a  contributor  or  subscriber  be  reported  ivior^ 
than  oncCf  under  each  separate  head :  firsts  when  the  party  had 
been  reported  as  having  discontinued,  but  subsequently  renewed  the 
subscription;  and  secondly,  when  a  Bible  subscriber  requires 
another  copy.  In  the  latter  case,  the  party  should  be  reported  mm 
a  new  subscriber  for  every  oop^  requirea. 

4.  The  name  of  every  individual  who  discontinues  should  be 
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Imported,  from  die  ^  Discontimiation  Liu ' 
^*  Coileoting  Book;*'  bxA,  if  possiMe,  tbereas 
ndividual*  By  this  information  many  false  r< 
insinuations  have  been  promptly  corrected. 

S*  In  ^ing  np  the  secoitd  page  of  their  H 
will  have  to  depend  on  the  correctness  of  ti 
have  not  previously  taken  notes  ^  any  in 
The  observations  already  made>  in  reference  tc 
necessity  of  further  remark  on  this  important 
N.B.  The  Report  ^ould  alwajrs  be  wr 

6.  It  will  save  tiitee  and  trouble  at  the  Comn 
Collectors  exchange  their  pence  for  silver,  an 
notes,  when  the  amount  admits  of  it. 

In  reference  to  the  Committee-: 

1.  Collectors  should  frequently  recur  to  t 
mittee-days,  in  the  first  page  of  their  "  C* 
always  endeavour  to  be  pmctual  in  their  al 
appointed* 

2.  When  illness,  or  any  other  unavoidable  i: 
tlie  attendance  of  a  Collector,  she  should  i 
-containing  the  Report  and  money,  timely,  to 
the  Committee,  and  instruct  the  bearer  to  r 
bag.  Inattention  to  this  umple  duty  may  oc< 
venfence  to  a  Committee. 

S.  When  the  number  of  her  district  is  eal 
$he  Collector  hands  her  bag  to  the  Bible  Se 
the  duplicate  bag,  which  she  should  immediat 
whether  it  contain  the  form  of  the  Monthly  B 
•ite  number  of  copies  of  the  *<  M ontlily  Extr 
.  4.  Collectors  are  respectfully  requested  tc 
Attention  to  the  business  before  the  chair, 
litate  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee ;  and 
will  become  doubly  entitled  to  that  respect  ' 
those  of  their  colleaffues. 

5.  Collectors  should  always  endeavour  to  re 
iion  of  the  business. 

In  reference  to  a  Riblic  t)istri 
(Sm  Seetim  III.  4/  tkU  ChapU 

1.  When  informed  of  the  time  fixed,  th 
immidiattbf  inform  all  their  Bible  8ubscrib< 
latest  day  (which  should  never  be  altered)  for 
their  subscriptions  who  may  wish  to  receive 
illBtribution. 

£.  Wh6n  the  <<  Lilts-'  are  filmished  by  th< 
the  Collectors  should  fill  th^m  up  carefully  an4 
them  to  the  Bible  Secretary^  on  or  befiore  the  ( 
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IVlthout  strict  attention  to  this  duty  it  will  be  impossible'  to  con- 
.duct  the  business  with  order  and  propriety.  No  addition  whaterer 
should  be  subsequently  made  to  the  lists ;  or  confusion  will  enstte, 
and  the  charge  of  partiality  be  incurred. 

.  3.  When  Uie  Collectora  receive  the  subscriben'  tickets,  they 
should  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  respective  individual,  wftfa 
a  charge  to  attend  pjinctuallY  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  and 
to  shew  (but  not  ddiver)  their  tickets  at  the  doors,  that  they  may 
be  conducted  to  their  proper  place  ifk  the  room.  Those  who  cannot 
conveniently  attend  should  be  requested  to  send  their  tickets  bjjr 
some  member  df  their  respective  families,  or  by  one  of  their 
neighbours. 

4.  In  their  weekly  visits  immediately  succeeding  a  pubhc  distri- 
bution, the  Collectors  should  inquire  of  the  sutMcribers  whether 
the  Bibles  and  Testaments  give  satislacUon. 


aENERAL  HINTS. 

1.  Collectors  should  always  remember  the  responsibili^  that 
attaches  to  their  characters.  The  poor  know  little  or  nothing  of 
the  Bible  Society,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  Collectors,  who 
should  consider  themselves,  individually,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  Parent  Institution  within  their  respective  districts ;  and  it  is  by 
iheir  conduct  and  manner  the  Society  will  be  judged  and  appre- 
ciated by  manv. 

2.  Although  these  Hints  are  intended  merely  as  practical  sug- 
gestions, the  author  cannot  refrain  from  recommending  Collectors 
to  cherish  and  cultivate  a  disposition  of  mind  consonant  with  the 
great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  If  undertaken  in  a  right 
spirit,  the  pursuit  will  become  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure ;  gratitude 
and  respectful  affection  will  gradually  extend  among^  the  poor  ; 
opposition  will  be  disarmed  by  the  steady  but  unobtru^ve  progress 
of  truth ;  and  apathy  will  be  warmed  into  co-operation,  m  behold- 
ing the  wisdom  and  the  prudence  of  Christian  Females,  animated 
by  Christian  zeal,  but  governed  by  Christian  principles.  Among* 
those  graces  that  should  characterize  the  Collector  of  a  Bible 
Association,  no  one  is  more  valuable,  nor  more  attractive,  than 
**  ike  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  wkick  is  in  tke  sigki  of 
God  of  great  price,*' 

8.  Peculiar  caution  and  delicacy  will  be  required,  in  meeting 
Uie  objections  of  those  whose  views  of  the  Bible  Society  are  dklertot 
irom  our  own.  Arguments  repeatedly  refuted,  and  misrepresenta- 
tions frequently  exposed,  may  be  again  adduced ;  but  they  should 
always  be  met  with  temper  and  foibearance ;  under  the  influence 
of  mat  *'  charity*"  which  «•  svfferetk  long  and  is  kind/'  which 
."-  vounteth  not  itself"  "  doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly^**  "  is  not 
MOsUy  provoked,*'  <*  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  thingSy"  and  ^'  never 
faileth."     The  best  answer  to  oppositicm  will  be  found  in  the 
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bjeneficial  effects  of  the  Bible  Society;  but  many  valuable  bints  aad 
cautions  may  be  acquired  from  those  who  think  differently  frmn  us. 
4h  A  similar  degree  of  patience  is  frequently  necessary  when 
▼biting  the  poor.  Every  allowance  should  be  made  for  their  ig- 
oorance,  ana  occasional  rudeness  of  manner ;  and  the  object  m 
view,  as  well  as  the  inestimable  value  of  the  sacred  volume,  diould 
be  explained  with  mildness  and  judgment. 

5.  In  all  suitable  cases,  the  frequent  perusal  of  the  Bible,  when 
found  in  a  poor  family,  should  be  recommended  with  kindness  and 
gentleness. 

6.  It  will  sometimes  happen,  that  a  subscriber  prefers  having  a 
different  sized  Bible  or  Testament  to  that  originally  selected :  al) 
such  cases  should  be  met  with  cheerful  acquiescence  on  the  part  of 
the  Collectors. 

7*  If  a  Bible  or  Testament  be  damaged,  or  badly  or  incorrectly 
boimd,  it  should  be  immediately  exchanged  by  application  to  the 
Bible  Secretary,  and  sent  back  by  her  to  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch) 
Society,  by  the  Secretaries  of  which  it  will  be  returned  to  the 
Depositary  of  the  Parent  Institution.  Cases  of  thb  kind  are  com- 
paratively, unfrequent;  but  they  should  always  receife  prompt 
attention. 

'  8.  If  a  Ladv  collect  in  more  than  one  district,  the  accounts  and 
Reports  should  always  be  kept  completely  separate  and  distinct,  or 

'  confusion  will  ensue. 

I  -    9.  Collectors  should  frequently  revisit  their  districts;  and,  ac- 

cordinc  to  their  own  discretion,  solicit  the  support  of  those  who 
have  hitherto  declined. 

I  10.  Pawnbrokers  should  be  requested  not  to  receive  Bibles  or 

'  Testaments  issued  by  the  Sodety. 

'  11.  Papers,  explanatory  of  the  object  of  the  Association,  may.  be 

'  beneficially  left  for  distribution  at  suitable  places  in  a  district;  such 

'  as  bakers*  shops,  chandlers',  &c. 

'  12.  When  a  contributor  or  subscriber  discontinues,  the  name 

'  should  be  immediately  inserted  in  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  Col- 

'  lecting  Book,  and  reported  at  the  next  Committee-meeting. 

'  13.  As  the  Collectors  of  Bible  Associations  are  frequently  mem- 

bers of  other  benevolent  institutions,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to 
remind  them  of  the  singleness  qf  the  object  now  under  consideration. 
Several  valuable  individuals  make  it  a  point  never  to  discharge  the 
duties  appertaining  to  other  societies  on  the  day  appropriated  to 
those  of  the  Bible  Association.  The  prudence  of  individual  Col- 
lectors will  suggest  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to  pursue,  in  re- 
ference to  this  subject  j  and  thus  protect  the  Societyfrom  the  ground- 
less accusation  of  having  concealed  objects  to  promote. 

14.  It  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
preceding  observation,  to  remind  Collectors  of  those  numerous 
collateral  benefits  which  never  fail  to  attend  a  well-conducted 
Bible  Association.  The  advantages  of  cleanliness,  sobriety,  and 
economy-^the  duty  of  loyalty,  and  subordination  to  their  superiora 
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-^e  importance  of  having  dkeir  children  educated,  and. of  leamo^  ' 
to  read  themselves — :and  the  blessings  attendiiig  a  state  of  inde-  > 
poidence,  and  freedom  from  pauperism,  may  be,  and  in  nuQaerauus 
cases  are  suggested,  without  the  slightest  departure  from  the  faii'- 
damental  principle  of  the  Bible  Society.  The  establishment  and 
success  of  savings  banks,  provident  societies,  schools  for  children 
and  adults,  village  libraries,  clothing  societies,  and  other  ad- 
mirable institutions  of  a  kindred  nature,  may  be  traced  iu  many 
instances  to  the  kind  a(hd  judicious  hints  of  the  Collectors  of  Bible 
Associations. 

15.  Another  collateral  benefit  arises  from  the  recommendation  of 
Collectors  to  the  poor,  to  attend  regularly  theur  respective  places  c£ 
worship.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  no  particular  pkce^  ar 
religious  denomination,  should  be  alluded  to :  and  if  any  questioo 
on  this  subject  be  asked,  the  author  would  venture  to  suggest  some 
such  answer  as  the  following :  <*  The  Bible  Society  is  composed 
of  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  Independents,  Baptists, 
Moravians,  Quakers,  Methodists,  &c.^  We  have  no  wish  as  .to  tbe 
place  you  attend,  nor  can  we  recommend  any  one  in  preference  to 
another ;  but  it  is  your  duty,  and  will  be  your  interest,  to  go  to  some 
place  regularly/' 

16.  Much  of  the  oilbct  will  depend  on  the  numwer  in  which  these 
hmts  are  given.  They  should  never  be  obtruded;  but  as  stutable 
opportunities  offer,  a  prudent  Collector  will  suggest  them  with 
aAbilit^,  gentleness/and  judgment.  Encouragement,  rather  than 
complaint,  will  beH  produce  the  desired  effect :  but  wisdom  will 
neither  attempt  nor  expect  too  much,  nor  be  discouraged  by  the 
apparent  failure  of  the  effinrt  to  improve.  Many  of  these  hints, 
like  the  divine  lessons  of  the  Bible,  may  be  long  ere  they  pier«2e 
through  the  stubborn  soil  of  ignorance  and  habit ;  yet  they  may 
ttUimatehr  reach  the  heart;  aiid  taking  root  there,  spring  forth  into 
life  and  fruitfulness. 

17.  As  connected  with  the  three  last  observations,  thane  is  yet 
one  suggestion  which  is  offered  with  affectionate  respect  to  all  who 
are  connected  with  the  Bible  Society.  Standing  as  this  great 
Institution  does,  on  the  broad  and  firm  bams  of  Christianity,  in-- 
viting  the  oo-operation  of  all  who  believe  and  accept  the  Savioor^ 
and  influenced  by  that  perfect  liberality  which  excludes  no  human 
being  from  becoming  a  participant  of  its  blessings,  it .  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  its  friends  to  manifest  a  kindred  spirit.  Whe* 
ther  by  the  public  advocate  of  the  cause,  or  the  private  CoHeetor 
in  a  retired  district,  it  is  alike  important  that  no  allusion  be  made 
to  any  point  of  difference  on  religious  subjects :  even  the  con* 
sctenuous  prejudices  of  those  who  dissent  from  us  ahould  be  Ie^ 
spected;  and  our  motto  be, 


*'  Unity  m  things  necessary : 
Liberty  in  thincs  indifferent: 
Charity  in  all  things;^ 
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vm.  This  Section  cannot  be  more  appropriately  closed 
than  by  the  fbll6wing  address ;  for  which^  with  the  exceptiori 
I  of  a  few  yerbal  alterations,  the  author  is  indebted  to  a  valued 

>  friend. 


ADDRESS  TO  COLLECTORS. 


I  It' has  been  observed^  that  the  "  Collectors  are  the  life-blood  of  every  Sor 

'  ciety ;  and  that  the  health  of  the  system  may  be  judged  of  by  their  regu- 

larity, as  its  pulse.**    If  this  be  correct,  great  is  the  honour,  and  great  also 
i  the  responsibility,  of  your  station.     It  is  not  a  compliment  earned  by  ap» 

I  pearing  once  a  year,  with  a  look  of  interest,  at  a  public  meeting,  or  even 

[  once  a  month  at  a  Committee^meeting  t  it  is  the  reward  of  retired,  monotonous, 

persevering  exertion ;  of  many  a  weary  step,  and  patient  word ;  receiving 
htUe  excitement  from  the  eye  of  man,  and  able  to  endure  with  meekness  his 
ridicule  and  his  censure.  When  the  first  novelty  of  the  thing  is  over,  your 
weeidy  rounds  are  little  noticed.  There  is  One  only  who  continually  seetk 
in  secret,  with  the  gracious  design  of  rewarding  openly  :  and  to  you— yoi| 
I  who,  in  simplicity  and  sincerity,  pursue  your  kbours,  with  an  eye  to  Hif 

I  approbation,  with  a  desire  to  promote  His  cause  in  the  world,  and  thereby  to 

I  communicate  to  His  creatures  a  lumpineas  which  you  have  yourselves  exp»> 

rienced,— to  you  will  He  assuredly  say,  ^^  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  aerr 
.  vaota ;  inaamurh  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  these  little  ones,  ye  did  it  unto  ma** 

But  notwithstanding  the  fiivourable  regard  thus  paid  to  the  diHgtnt  «b4 
'  fonscientiousy  let  it  be  observed,— and  allow  the  thought  to  ^'  stir  up  your 

minds  by  way  of  remembrance,**— that  it  is  to  them  only  it  can  be  given.    It 
is  readily  acknowledged,  that  the  temptations  to  reminness  are  great  and 
I  many.     I>uties  so  consUnt,  so  laborious,  and  perhaps  occasionally  so  ill  re- 

I  ceived ;— duties  which  require  the  sacrifice  of  so  much  valuable  time,  and,  ia 

many  cases,  such  a  rigid  arrangement  of  business  at  home ;  the  wearisemt 
repetition  of  the  same  steps,  the  same  persuasives,  the  same  forbesnuio»— 
[  which  some  may  ridicule  as  superfluous,  «nd  a  few  resent  as  impertinent  v^ 

which  muflt  be  done  at  seasons  not  of  your  own  choosing,  and  in  the  &oe  gf 
'  various  difficulties,  sometimes  from  weather  abroad^  and  sometimes  firom  eor 

gagements  at  home,— duties  such  as  these — such  as  yoiu»— there  is  no  mall 
tendency  in  human-nature  gradually  to  shrink  from.  The  first  generous 
impulse  subsides  into  an  abnost  sickening  feelinff  of  difficulty  and  dinppcrfnt- 
ment.  Some  discoursing  word,  dropt  by  a  hau-hearted  friend,  or  a  secret 
enemy  to  the  cause,  smks  like  lead  into  your  bosoms,  and  checks  the  sese- 
lution  which  had  already,  perhaps,  begun  to  fiuL  You  &el  ashamed,  or 
weary,  or  indiffisrent,  or  hopeless ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  immwliate  sti- 
mulus,  or  apparent  success,  yoa  almost  wish  to  resign  an  ofilce,  the  duties 
of  which,  in  an  hour  of  excited  feeling,  you  underto<^  to  diacharge  with 

SYSTEM,   PUKCTUALITT,  and  PEKSEVEAANCE. 

But  IB  it  true  that  sudi  a  thought  has  occurred  to  you  ?— that  your  heart 
has  already  been  chilled  ! — that  your  hands  have  already  sbckened  ! — and 
have  you  been  able  to  persuade  yourself  that  this  second  thought  is  fan  f 
Revert  for  a  moment  to  the  scene,  in  which  it  is  probable  the  geo«rous  de- 
termination was  first  mspired;  and  ask.  Whether  the  convictieii  of  duty  tfaeo 
impressed  on  your  mind,  was,  in  reality,  greater  or  less  than  the  occasioii  ? 
Did  not  your  heart  bum  within  you,  when,  in  some  large  and  attentive  as- 
sembly, the  wants  of  a  dying  world  were  set  before  you  ?  when  you  heasd 
of  thousands  passing,  even  from  Christian  countries,  into  the  r^i<^  of  tW 
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diadow  of  deftth,  without  any  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  or  even 
a  pocnbility  of  poateasing  His  Word  bb  their  guide?  when,  ^  not  the  In- 
dian, not  ^e  Negro,'*  not  men  of  other  dimes,  but  jour  own  poor  nei{^- 
bouis— the  fiunilies  of  your  servants  and  labourers— the  burdened  mothers 
whom  jou  see  in  every  cottage,  oppressed  with  exertion,  want,  or  sick- 
neas— the  <AA  people,  whose  infinnities  jou  have  seen  and  pitied  ever  since 
JOU  were  children;  and  bj  some  of  whom,  perhaps,  vou  were  nursed, — 
when  these  were  pcnnted  out  to  jou  as  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge— and 
when  the  thought  was  deeplj  in^vressed  on  jour  spirit,  that,  in  some  degree, 
their  blood  would  be  required  at  p&itr  hands— was  it  a  heated  imsginatioQ 
merelj,  or  not  rather  an  enlightened  and  sensible  conscience,  whidi  mduced 
JOU  to  saj,  notwithstanding  everj  discouragement.  Here  am  is  eemi  «■#/—" 
Was  it  to  man,  or  to  God,  that  jou  utterMl  the  vow  of  perseverance,  and 
made  the  willing  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of  jour  time,  jour  convenience,  and 
jour  fbelings  ?— It  was  not  to  man.  The  eloquent  speaker  did  not  see  jour 
heart,  and  vrill  never,  it  maj  be,  hear  of  the  «dour  with  which  it  prompted 
jour  first  efibrts  in  this  work  of  Christian  benevolence ;  nor  will  he  know, 
it  is  probable,  the  decline  it  has  since  experienced :  but  there  was  One  to 
whom  the  glow  of  jour  spirit  was  known ;  and,  while  the  figures  of  a  grace- 
fid  oratorj,  the  smiles  of  superficial  interest,  or  the  thundos  of  a  momen- 
tarj  exdtation,  were  utterlj  disregarded,  the  resolve  passing  in  jour  bosom 
reached  Him  in  the  highest  heaven,  and  was  met  bj  His  gradous  approba- 
tion.— Suffer  not  jour  conduct  to  retract  the  rational,  the  pious  determi- 
nation, then  formed. 

But  .was  it  firom  no  such  conviction  of  its  dut  j  and  usefiilness  that  joa 
engaged  in  the  business  ?  Perhaps  jou  were  solicited  bj  some  fiiend,  whom 
JOU  could  not  well  denj ;  or  jou  thought  it  would  be  less  arduous,  and 
more  agreeable,  than,  on  trial,  jou  find  it :— or  jou  joined  the  manj,  at  a 
time  when  collecting  was  in  fiiahion ;  and  now  jou  feel  the  weight,  without 
a  supporting  sense  of  the  utilitj  of  the  task.  But  though  jou  might  begin 
without  consideration,  is  it  inevitable  that  jou  go  on  so,  or  that  for  want  of 
it  JOU  turn  back  ?  Pause  for  a  moment,  jou  who  have  thus  unthinkin^^ 
put  jour  hand  to  the  plough  I — ^  Tke  fleU  it  iht  werU  ;*'  and  see  how  hargB  a 
part  is  jet  uncultivated !— SHiall  it  still  lie  waste,  barren,  and  desolate,— 
even  around  jour  own  dwellings  ?^-and  that  not  for  want  of  seed,  but  onljr 
of  sowers  P— ^Though  jou  are  hU  one,  jour  services  are  needed,  and  will  as. 
suiedl  J  be  usefid. 

I^  one  after  another,  the  Collectors  should  decline,  or  if  ^  should  be 
induced  to  come  forward  to  fill  up  such  vacandes  as  must  naturallj  occur, 
what  would  become  of  the  Sodetj  ?  Ministers  mi^t  preach,  and  public 
Meetings  declaim,  and  Committees  deliberate ;  but  if  the  Collectors  fail— 
if  JOU,  the  strength;  the  vital  prindple  of  the  Sodetj,  lose  jour  vigour— 
if  this  pulse  does  not  beat  warmlj,  stronglj,  regularlj— «11  shall  be  in  vain. 
Vmr  exertions  present  a  vidble  answer  to  all  the  prajers  of  all  Christiana 
for  the  progress  of  the  GospeL  Your  weeklj  walks,  slender  as  thej  may 
seem  among  the  resources  of  Infinite  Power,  and  inefficacious  as  thej  may 
appear  to  the  eje  of  human  wisdom,  maj  be  made  the  means  of  directing 
the  children  of  sorrow  to  the  onl j  source  of  consolation,^-the  desponding,  to 
the  onl^  hope,— and  ruined  sinners,  to  the  onlj  name  given  under  heaven, 
whereb J  thej  maj  be  saved. 

To  those  who  go  forth  in  their  own  'suffidencj,  and  whose  object  is  human 
praise,  it  is  probable  that  human  pndse  maj  be  allowed,  as  the  empty 
reward  ef  external  services :  but  to  the  sincere  and  single-hearted— to  those 
who  desire  nothing  more  than  thus  to  do  good  in  secret— shall  be  given  the 
delight  of  present  sucoess,  and  the  honour  of  an  open,  as  well  u  an  eternal 
lewaiu* 
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Go  on,  then,  forgetting  privation,  surmounting  difficulty,  resisting  every 
inducement  to  decline,  secure  of  the  approbation  of  a  dying  pillow,  and  the 
gracious  approval  of  the  God  you  serve.  Submit  your  motives  to  the  Seard&er 
of  hearts ;  and  rely  continually  on  Him,  for  strength  to  keep  you  from  inde- 
cision  and  remissness ;  above  all,  to  preserve  you  from  the  condemnation 
of  those  to  whom  He  shall  say,  ^  I  know  not  whence  ye  are  ;'*  though  they 
may  plead,  ^  Thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets :— Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us  !** 


SECTION  IL 

LOAN   FUND. 


1.  A  decided  conyiction  of  the  general  inexpediency  of 
gratuitous  grants  of  the  holy  scriptures  by  Bible  Associa- 
tions, and  firequent  experience  of  the  improper  disposal,  by 
the  receirers,  of  copies  thus  voted,  induced  the  suggestion  of 
a  plan  by  which  this  mode  of  distribution  is  rendered  alto- 
gether imnecessary,  ¥dth  reference  to  the  resident  inhabitants 
of  places  where  Associations  are  established. 

The  Loan  Fund  is  composed  of  a  small  subscription,  con- 
tributed by  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  their  friends 
for  this  express  purpose.     The  amount  is  appropriated  to  the 

Eurchase  of  Bibles  and  Testan^nts  (principally  the  latter) 
*om  the  Auxiliary  Society,  at  the  reduced  or  subscribers' 
prices  of  the  Parent  Society ;  which  are  placed  under  the  care 
of  the  Bible  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  kept  distinct 
from  her  general  stock.  They  are  marked  and  numbered 
conspicuously  on  the  title-page  and  on  the  edges  of  the  leaves, 
which  precludes  their  being  sold  or  pawned,  and  distinguishes 
them  nrom  the  copies  issued  by  the  Society  to  subscribers. 
Every  Collector  is  at  liberty  to  recommend,  at  the  foot  of  her 
Monthly  Report,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  her  district  for 
loans  ;  but  is  responsible  for  the  safe  return  of  the  cof^es  to 
the  Bible  Secretary. 

The  advantages  of  this  simple  and  efficacious  plan,  in  cases 
of  extreme  poverty,  sickness,  or  confinement,  are  evident : 
every  individual,  however  impoverished  or  afflicted,  may  be 
immediately  supplied  with  a  Bible  or  Testament,  in  a  manner 
the  best  cidculated  to  secure  its  perusal  and  preservation ; 
while  the  certain  loss  to  the  society,  and  the  other  disadvan- 


tages of  the  former  system^  are  altogether  avoided. 

It  is  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the  beneficial  effects  ot  the 
Loan  Fund,  that  although  the  plan  has  been  adopted  by 


more  than  one  hundred  Ladies*  Associations,  the  aumor  has 
never  heard  that  a  single  copy  has  been  either  lost  or  injured 
by  the  grateful  recipients,  many  of  whom  have  expressed  the 


led  by  Google 


S4d  CONCtUDIim  OBSlBT4SriON8.  [cMiKF.Tim 

Rules  reeommended  on  the  esUbliriiinent  of  a  Loftn  Fund. 


greatest  pleasure  at  being  thus  enabled  to  peruse  the  Grades 
of  Truth,  before  they  completed,  and  in  some  instances  before 
they  even  commenced,  their  subscriptions. 

However  unimportant,  in  a  comparative  point  of  view,  this 
aufcgect  may  appear,  the  author  has  had  ample  cause  to  testify 
that  it  iny<Jv^  oonduderations  of  no  slight  moment  ThosB 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  practical  duties  of  Bible  Asso* 
ciations,  must  have  frequently  felt,  or  witnessed,  the  difficulties 
that  attend  the  necessary  discussion  of  claims  of  gratuitous 
grants;  and  the  delicacy  required,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  partiality  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  a  some- 
thing approaching  to  invidiousness  on  th^  other*  By  the 
establishment  of  a  Loan  Fund,  these  and  many  other  difr 
ficultieft  are  altogether  averted,  while  every  desnrable  ob- 
ject is  attained :— the  temporary  possession  of  a  Bible  or 
Testament,  and  the  intimation  that  it  must  be  returned  withia 
a  certain  tune,  not  only  ensure  its  perusal^  but  in  many  in- 
stances have  induced  the  borrowers  to  become  willing  sub* 
flcribers,  in  order  to  make  this  new  and  sacred  companion  the 
permanent  inmate  of  their  homes* 

it.  The  following  Regulations  are  recommended  for  adop« 
Jion:— 

KXTLES  FOR  THE  IX>AN  FUNfi. 

I.  That  a  stock  of  not  less  than  six  Bibles  and  twelve  Testa- 
ments be  provided,  for  lending  to  the  8i6k  poor,  or  to  those  whose 
circumstances  may  prevent  their  subscribinff  the  whole,  or  a  part,  of 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  a  Bible  or  Testament. 

II.  That  the  requisite  fund  be  raised  by  a  private  subscription, 
distinct  from  the  regular  funds  of  the  Association ;  and  that  the 
amount  be  paid  over  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  who  shall  expend  the 
same  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  the  reduced  prices, 
from  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society. 

III.  That  the  Bible  Secr^Mury  mark  everyBible  and  Testament, 
on  the  margin  of  the  leaves,  wiih  the  word  <<  i^bnt,"  and  its  appro- 
priate  Mo.,  in. legible  characters ;  and  inscribe  or  stamp  on  the  title* 
page  the  name  oi  this  Association :  and  that  no  copy  be  lent  with«i 
0«it  being  thus  marked. 

IV.  That  the  Bible  Secretary  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  fund, 
and  its  appropriation,  and  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  ana 
returned,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  this  purpose  exclusively  :  and 
that  she  include  inhef  Monthly  Report  to  the  Committee,  a  State- 
ment of  the  total  number  of  persons  supplied,  and  the  particulars 
4^  all  outstanding  loans. 

-v.  That  every  Collector  shall  be  at  liberty  to  recommend  any 
persons  residing  in  her  district,  whom  she  may  oonsid^  suitable 
objects  to  ba  supplied  with  loans.    Bach  recommendation,  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UMsnrauoiis  on  cue  Ames. 


Ilw  iMunes  and  addrtss  of  the  partiet^  tabe  inaartedy  under  the  peot 
per  head,  in  the  Monthly  Report  to  the  Commitlee. 

VI.  When  a  loan  Bible  or  Testament  is  voted  by  the  Com^ 
mittee^  a  ticket  shall  be  immediately  filled,  and  handed  to  the 
Collectors  of  the  district,  by  whom  it  shall  be  signed,  and  delivered 
to  the  person  recommendecL 

VII.  In  the  intervals  between  the  Committee^moetings,  the 
Collectors  are  authorised  to  anply,  by  note,  to  the  Bible  Secretary 
for  loans  for  tlie  supply  of  sick  persons  :  the  names  and  address,  of 
such  persons  to  be  specified  in  the  note.  But  the  particulars  of 
every  case  supplied  in  this  manner  shall  be  included  in  the  next 
Monthly  Report  of  the  Collectors,  as  prescribed  by  the  fdurih 
Rule. 

VIII.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  lent  for  one  month :  but 
the  Collectors  are  authorised  to  extend  this  period  at  their  dis* 
cretion,  reporting  .to  the  Committee  every  instance  of  such 
extension. 

IX.  The  Collectors  shall  keep  a  regular  account,  at  the  end  of 
the  Collecting  Book,  of  all  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  in  their 
district ;  and  shall  include  in  their  Monthly  Reports  to  the  Com-^ 
nitteej  a  specificatien  of  all  outataiiding  loans,  and  aay  informa- 
tion of  an  interesting  nature  connected  with  the  subjects 

.  X.  Whenever  a  Bible  or  Testament  is  returned  to  thr  Bi)>le 
Secretary,  she  shall  write  the  word  <<  discharged"  acr.oss  the  loan 
ticket,  and  return  it  to  the  Collectors  by  ^om  it  was  originally 
aigned,  to  be  preserved  bv  them  as  an  offidViM^knowledffment. 

XI.  That  no  individual  residing  within  th^  limiu  of  the  Asso^ 
ciation  shall  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  oi  the  Auxiliary 
(or  Branch)  Society^  ^A  a  suitable  object  of  gratuitous  supply^ 
until  the  result  of  a  loan  be  first  ascertained* 

XII.  In  all  cases,  the  Collectors,  respectively^  shall  be  responsible 
&r  the  safe  return  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  lent  on  their  recom* 
mendation. 


8.    OBSERVATI0198  ON  THE  RWLE8. 

I.  The  stock  specified  in  the  first  Rule  will  generally  be  found 
sufficient  for  an  Association  of  moderate  size ;  but  if  the  subscrip- 
tion be  adequate,  it  may  be  beneficially  extended.  In  many  Asso- 
ciations, the  stock,  consists  exclusively  of  Testaments :  but  Uie 
following  extract  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Plymouth 
Ladies*  Society  afibrds  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the  advantages 
attending  the  mode  now  recommended: — 

^'  Your  Committee  have  to  scknowledbe,  on  the  part  of  ths^  AwMiatioas 
of  Northern  Dock,  Southern  Dock,  and  Stoke,  the  receipt  4f  twebte  pmndtt 
from  the  Gentleman's  Attociations,  being  the  balance  remaining  in  hand  at 
the  dose  of  their  hboura  in  those  plaoes.  By  two  of  these  Aisociations 
their  share  of  this  sum  has  been  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  a  stock  of 
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hmiBikieix  aid  it  is  worthx  of-  obsenration, .  that  solelj  b7  these 
the  injurious  practice  of  gratuitous  grants  has  been  rendered  entirelj  unne- 
cessary; n»  recommendations  having  been  made  by  either  of  the  Aaso- 
dations,  where  the  simple  expedient  of  a  Bible  loan-stock  has  been  adopted. 
'*  Your  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  their'  renewe<f 
conviction  of  the  superiority  of  the  plan  of  tending"  the  Scriptures,  whea 
circumstances  prevent  the  purchase :  two  hundred  and  eighty  persons  havings 
bj  means  of  the  loan^stocks  of  the  several  Associations,  enjojed  the  benefits 
of  this  sodetj,  without  being  burdensome  to  its  ftmd&'* 

The  best  Testaments  for  the  purposes  of  the  Loan  Fund  are  the 
Bremer f  bound  in  linen*cloth. 

II.  A  reference  to  the  20th  and  Slst  Minutes  of  the  Committee' 
{Specimen  of  No.  xi.  Section  V.  Ckap,  VII.)  will  sufficiently  explain 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  in  carrying  the  second  Rule  into  effect. 
The  author  has  never  known  a  single  instance  wherein  the  requisite 
fund  has  not  been  immediately  and  cheerfully  cont^ibiited. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  distinguishing  marks  placed  on  loan 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  described  in  the  third  Rule,  some  Asso- 
ciations adopt  the  practice  of  pasting  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  a 
printed  paper^  containing  the  following  intimation : — 

^<  This  is  a  Loan  from  the  —  Bible  Association.    It  is  to  be 
used  with  care ;  and  mi  no  account  to  be  sold  or  pledged."      , 

IV.  The  practical  tendency  of  the  fourth  Rule  will  be  found 
sufficiently  illustrated  in  the  Specimens,  Nos,  xx.  and  xxi.  Section  V* 
ofChap,\n.  ^ 

V.  It  is  not  mtendea  that  the  benefits  of  the*  fund  should  be 
confined  exclusively  to  the  sick,  nor  to  those  who  appear  unable  to 
subscribe.  In  numerous  instances,  they  have  been  extended,  with 
manifest  advantage,  to  aged  subscribers  of  a  penny  or  twopence  a 
week,  to  whom  time  is  peculiarly  precious ;  and  in  others,  they 
have  induced  individuals  to  become  subscribers,  who  were  pre- 
viously indifferent  to  the  Bible,  and  regardless  of  its  sacred  lessons. 
The  Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies'  Society,  in  their  Third 
Annual  Report,  observe : — "  The  loan  of  Testaments,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Colkctors,  who  are  responsible  for  them,  and  who 
make  periodical  reports  of  their  condition,  has  been  found  exceed- 
ingly useful,  in  quieting  that  impatience  which  many  subscribers 
feel,  until,  on  the  completion  of  their  subscriptions,  they  obtain 
their  Bibles ;  and  in  exciting  in  many,  who  at  first  set  little  value  . 
on  the  Scriptures,  a  reverence  for  them,  and  a  desire  to  possess 

copies  for  tnemselves The  number  of  Loan  Testaments 

in  circulation  is  upwards  of  500 :  the  use  of  these  has  induced 
many  to  become  subscribers,  whose  names  would  not  otherwise 
have  been  obtained  for  that  purpose.  Among  them  are  to  be  found, 
especially  in  6ne  Association,  a  considerable  number  of  Roman 
Catholics." 

VI.  The  sixth  and  seventh  Rules  have  been  fully  explained  and 
illustrated,    in  treating  of    the   "  Loan  Ticket  **    (See  No,  vii. 
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Seeiitm  V.  Chapter  VII.) ;  and  the  mteDtion  of  the  eighth  Rule 
will  be  rendered  perfectly  clear;  by  referring  to  the  duplicate  Second 
Specimen  of  the  "  Collectors'  Monthly  Report." — See  No,  x.  of 
the  same  Section, 

vii.  The  Fourth  Specimen  of  the  "Collecting  Book"  (No.  ii.; 
Section  V«  Chap.YlL)  will  explain  the  method  of  keeping  the 
account  referred  to  in  the  ninth  Rule ;  and  the  following  extracts 
will  illustrate  the  design  of  the  latter  part  of  tliis  regulation : — 

Leeds  LadUt\  1819.^^'  The  Collectors  of  District  No.  6  have  been  much 
pleased  with  the  ^ect  of  a  loan  Testament  They  report— Having  called 
upon  a  fiumly  in  the  beginning  of  March  last,  and  finding  them  quite 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  the  poor  woman  expressed  a  wuh  to  have  a 
Bible,  and  subscribed  sixpence,  saying,  she  would  continue  that  weekly* 
The  second  time  she  was  called  upon,  she  said  she  could  not  continue  her 
subscription,  as  she  had  spoken  to  her  husband  on  the  sulject,  who  told  her, 
a  Bible  would  be  of  no  use  to  them,  and  that  he  woidd  not  have  one.  The 
Collectors  endeavoured  to  convince  the  woman  that  it  might  be  of  great  use 
to  them ;  and  desired  she  would  speak  with  her  husband,  and  they  would  eall; 
again  in  a  week  or  two.  In , the  mean  time,  they  learnt  from  a  neMibour 
that  this  man  was  a  drunken,  wicked  character ;  neter  entered  a  phioe  of 
worship;  and,  when  in  fuU  employment  himaelf,  was  maintained  by  his  wife. 
The  Ladies  called  again ;  when  the  woman  said,  she  had  at  last  prevailed  on 
her  hushand  to  let  them  have  a  Bible.  A  loan  Testament  was  left  with 
them,  and  they  were  promised  the  use  of  it  till  they  received  their  Biblew 
The  woman  continued  to  pay  her  subscription  punctually ;  and,  when  pre- 
sented with  the  Bible,  gave  a  mtifying  account  of  the  change  in  her  husband. 
She  said,  that  ever  since  he  had  been  in  possession  of  the  loan  Testament, 
he  had  constantly,  and  at  every  opportunity,  read  it  with  the  greatest  ap-- 
parent  concern ; — that  he  had  become  a  regular  attendant  at  a  place  of 
worship ;  and  frequently  manifested  much  sorrow  at  the  recollection  of  his 
past  conduct  He  now  brings  home  his  weekly  earnings  every  Saturday 
night ;  and  has  never  been  heurd  to  use  any  profime  language  since  he  became 
a  reader  of  the  Testament.  When  his  wife  subsequently  presented  him  with 
the  Bible,  he  seemed  quite  overpowered,  and  wept  much.*' 

Plpmemth  Ladies^  1819—*^  Your  Committee  cannot  here  refrain  from 
expressing  their  unquahfiied  approbation  of  this  part  of  the  system,  which 
has  proved  a  source  of  joy  and  consolation,  to  many  of  the  tick  poor  in  par- 
ticuUr ;  nor  from  stating,  that  in  no  instance  has  a  single  copy  been  lost 
which  has  been  issued  ftx>m  this  source.  From  among  the  many  instances 
which  m^t  be  adduced  m  proof  of  the  utility  of  these  loans,  and  of  the 
gratitude  evinced  by  the  poor,  erne  only  their  limits  allow  them  to  extract  •—  ^ 

*^  The  CoUectflors  of  a  district  having  supplied  a  poor  woman  with  a  loan 
Testament,  called,  a  Sew  weeks  aftennunds,  for  the  piupose  of  ascertaining 
whether  she  had  nuide  any  use  of  it :  she  expressed  herself  under  the  most 
lasting  obligations  to  them  for  the  treasure  they  had  lent  her,  and  spoke  of 
having  derived  the  greatest  comfort  and  consolation  from  its  perusal, 
dwellmg  with  peculiar  earnestness  on  those  parts  of  the  Scriptures  which  ^ 
relate  more  immediately  to  the  love  of  the  Savioux  for  sinners— The  neigh-' 
hours  also  stated,  that  though  she  was  absent  from  home,  at  work,*  during> 
the  day,  she  never  retired  to  rest  without  spending  a  considen^le  portion  >of^ 
time  in  readiuff  her  Testament; — that  she  was  constantly  speaking  of  its: 
contents,  and  blessing  those  who  were  the  means  of  providing  her  wiSi  it.** 
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VIII.  It  is  tfridiMitt  that  unless  some  acknovledcment  of  the 
leturn  of  a  Bible  of  Testament  be  giTen,  as  pronded  by  ihe  ientk 
Rul^y  there  is  a  danger  of  incorrectness  and  misunderstanding ;  as 
it  is  generally  sent  by  the  borrower  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  without 
th^  knowledge  of  the  CoUectoKk.  In  all  such  cases  the  ticket  should 
be  returned  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Comraitteey  and  the  Col- 
lectors should  immediately  make  the  proper  entry  at  the  end  ^ 
their  Collecting  Book.  When  a  person  iHio  has  been  anpplied  re* 
moves  into  another  district,  it  is  usual  for  the  Collectors  of  the  latter 
fo  assume  the  responsibUlty  attached  by  the  twelfth  Rule;  and  it 
will  save  much  trouble  if  a  general  understanding,  to  this  effect^ 
prevail  ii^  every  Committer, 

IX.  The  following  extract  fVom  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Manchester  Ladies  Society  wiQ  illustrate  the  tendency  of  the 
eleventh  rule. 

^  One  hundred  and  sevaenty-three  perBons  have  been  sttpplled  with  loans  ; 
and  your  Committee  have  eveiy  muon  to  believe  that  very  extenrive  and 
important  bleanngs  have  anoen  fixMn  this  part  of  their  plan.  Tbe^ue  laadfr 
o£  ioaas  enablea  the  Coliecto^^  in  a  great  mcaaure,  to  aaoertain  the  diatac- 
ters  of  thoae  to  iHiom  they  are  entrusted ;  and  prevents  the  fUnds  of  the 
Jiociety  from  being*  squandered  on  those  who  might  eagerly  accept  a  Bible, 
vithont  any^  wUh  to  penue  it.  Many  sidr  pexvonS)  who  were  entirely 
deaCitute  of  the  Scriptuiess  have  been  thus  supplied." 

And  it  will  gratify  the  reader  to  perceive»  in  the  anecdote  8ul>- 
joined,  a  renewed  evidence  of  an  increasing  dispoution  on  the  part 
of  the  labouring  classes  to  assist  in  supplying  themselveSi  The 
Committee  of  we  Liverpool  Ladies*  Socie^,  in  ^ir  Report  for 
1819,  Observe,—  -t 

*^  One  of  the  grants  made  at  the  recommendation  of  your  Committee  was 
to  a  shoemaker,  in  straitened  drcumstanoes,  who  had  a  wife  and  ten  children 
to  support  When  the  Collectors  called  upon  him,  he  expressed  so  earnest^ 
a  desire  for  a  Bible,  that  they  immediately  applied  for  a  grant,  not  thinJdn^ 
it  right  to  require  payment  from  so  poor  and  industrious  a  man :  but  he 
declined  receiving  it  otherwise  than  as  a  loan,  expressing  his  determination 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  spare  the  money ;  and  he  has  since  succeeded  in 
paying  the  full  price.** 

X.  It  may  reasonably  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  the  advantages 
of  the  Loan  Fund  be  not  questionable,  without  the  responsibility 
attached  to  the  Collectors  by  the  Twelfth  rule :  nor  can  any  Lady 
justly  complain,  when  required  to  exercise  that  discretion  in  re- 
ference to  the  property  of  the  Society  which  she  manifests  in  the 
disposition  of  her  own.  This  responsibility  not  only  makes  them 
more  cautious  in  the  selection  of  those  whom  they  recommend,  and 
qiore  diligent  in  acouiring  a  knowledge  of  their  character  and  cir* 
eumstancesy  but  inauces  greater  punctuality  in  those  visits  of  merey 
from  which  such  incalcuU>le  bend&ts  have  resulted.  The  loibof  a 
lew  Teilamenta  is  a  matter  of  little  importance;  when  compared 
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with  the  principles  of  honesty  and  justice,  and  the  habits  of  re^ 
gularity,  order,  and  attention,  which  it  is  the  great  object  of  a 
Sible  Association  to  encourage  and  perpetuate:  and  whatever 
tends  to  counteract  the  temptation  to  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
poor — to  strengthen  those  principles,  and  con6rm  these  habits — 
must  be  a  positive  eood.  Experience  has  proved,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  Uiat  the  weekly  visits  of  the  Collectors  pro- 
duce this  effect : — in  the  case  of  subscribers,  there  is  an  evident 
motive  to  punctuality ;  but,  without  this  regulation,  there  would  not 
be  a  similar  inducement  to  call  on  those  who  had  been  supplied 
with  loans. 

•*•  See  Hints  to  Collectors^  Section  I.  of  this  Chapter, 


SECTION  III. 

PUBLIC   DISTRIBUTIONS. 


'  1.  The  reader  who  is  conversant  in  the  proceedings  of 


Bible  Societies  on  the  European  Continent,  cannot  be  igno*- 
I  rant  that  this  mode  of  distributing  copies  of  the  holy  scrip- 

[  tures  has  long  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  Grermany,  &c. ; 

I  although  it  has  been  an  occasional  act,  and  connected  with 

devotidnal  solemnities,  rather  than  a  systematic  periodical 
H  measure,  arising  out  of  the  regulations  of  the  respective  insti- 

i  tutions.   The  first  Bible  Society  in  Great  Britain  by  which  this 

I  plan  was  adopted,  appears  to  have  been  that  of  jPaisley  and 

t  East  Renfrewshire.     The  Committee,  in  their  Annual  Report 

for  1814,  observe,  that  "they  were  actuated  by  a  desire  at 
I  once  to  guard  against  an  indiscriminate  distribution,  and  to 

I  secure,  so  far  as  depended  on  them,  a  proper  attention  to 

^  the  Bibles  distributed."     After  due  investigation,  lists  of  the 

^  families  requiring  a  supply,  in  the  several  districts  of  the  town 

,  and  neighbourhood,  were  made  out  by  the  Committee ;  and 

I  '*each  of  the  families  was  furnished  with  a  ticket,  having 

inscribed  on  it  the  name  of  the  head  of  the  family,  the  place 
6f  residence,  and  the  extent  of  aid  required.  These  tickets 
were  distributed  by  gentlemen  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who 
were  careftil  to  make  accurate  inquiry  into  the  state  of  those 
who  were  represented  as  in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  to 
whom  the  distribution  was  made.  With  the  tickets  thus  dis- 
tributed and  received,  the  people  were  appointed  to  repair,  at 
a  fixed  time,  to  certain  places  appropriated  for  distribution  of 
Bibles.** 

2.  Whether  the  example  was  originally  derived  from  Grer* 
many  or  Scotland,  is  of  little  moment ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
whatever  merit  belongs  to  the  more  general  introduction  of 
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Public  IMBtribationB  adopted  at  Godalming  with  considerabie  effect. 


this  measure  into  the  system  of  Bible  Associations^  may  be 
claimed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Godalming  Society.  It  has 
been  already  stated  [see  viiiih  Division  of  Sect.  I.  Chap.  VII.), 
that  they  were  directed^  by  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  their 
Subscribers,  to  prepare  and  publish  a  detailed  account  of 
"  the  Southwark  Bible  Association  System,  adapted  to  the 
local  circumstances  of  the  Country  :**  this  publication  appeared 
in  the  autumn  of  1815:  and  it  is  due  to  those  by  whom  this 
mode  of  distribution  was  first  recommended  and  explained,  to 
extract  the  following  exposition  of  the  views  by  which  they 
were  influenced : — 

^  The  method  which  your  Committee  has  adopted,  for  the  diatribotimi  ot 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  has  been  an  important  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
past  year.  Thej  were  induced,  by  some  considerations,  which  thej  think 
the  results  have  fiiUy  justified,  to  prefer  a  public  to  a  private  distxibution  s 
accordingly,  they  instituted  a  quarterly  meeting  for  this  purpose.  The 
jeffects  of  these  meetings  have  been  truly  gratifying ;  in  the  interest  which 
they  have  excited,  particularly  among  the  poor— the  consequent  increase  of 
Applications  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  of  donations  and  subscriptions. 
Bj  these  meetings,  every  i^pearance  of  jmir(y  or  privaU  charity  is  avoided  $ 
the  plan  and  operations  of  the  society  are  better  understood ;  and,  while  the 
pr^'udices  of  some  are  melted  away,  the  attachment  of  others  is  confirmed.** 

As  the  Godalming  Association  was  not  only  the  first  regu- 
larly-organized Ladies'  Society,  but  the  first  which  presented 
to  tne  public  a  sketch  of  the  system  on  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, it  might  naturally,  be  expected  that  the  plan  of 
Public  Distributions  would  be  adopted  in  otlier  places ; 
though  it  by  no  means  constitutes  an  essential  part  of  the 
design.  Such,  in  fact,  was,  with  few  exceptions^  the  case ; 
and  in  the  regulations  prepared  for  similar  institutions,  pro-^ 
vision  was  expressly  made  for  this  mode  of  delivering  the 
copies  to  the  subscribers.  (See  ivth  Observation  on  the  JBy- 
Laws^  Chap.WlL  Section  III.)  Experience  and  observation 
liave  suggested  many  improvements  in  the  original  plan; 
which  will  be  found  included  in  the  following  remarks. 

3.  It  may  not  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  observe,  that 
the  proceedings  of  Bible  distributions,  Uke  those  of  the 
Annual  Meetings,  are  conducted  exclusively  by  the  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Committee,  and  such  other  Gen* 
demen  as  may  be  invited  to  take  part  in  the  business.  The 
plan  of  quarterly  distributions,  as  originally  devised  at  Godal^ 
miiig,  has  been  very  generally  superseded  by  half-yearly 
meetings  for  this  purpose;  and  in  some  Associations  of  long 
standing,  which  have  nearly  satisfied  the  local  demand,  a 
public  distribution  connected  with  the  Annual  Meeting  it 
iowd  sufficient,  and  has  been  attended  with  consi^J^rftblft 
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AetdLutioiit  of  tlie  Committee  in  refiovnee  to  a  Publi 

advantage.  Whatever  be  the  period  agreed 
dttce  to  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  pro 
days  be  positively  fixed  by  a  By-Law ;  so  tha 
and  subscribers  may  be  previously  acquiuntec 
appointed,  and  make  their  arrangements  acco 
4.  The  following,  or  similar  Resolutions,  she 
by  the  Committee  of  a  Bible  Association,  at 
previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  a  public  di 

I.  That  the  next  public  distribution  of  Bibles  and  1 

at  the  JBojft*  Free  Sehooly  on  the  evening  of  Mi 
October,'  and  that  ji.  B>  Esq.  be  invited  to  presi< 

II.  That  a  copy  of  the  precedinff  resolution  be  transn 

mittee  of  the  — >—  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Sodel 
that  they  will  appoint  a  deputation,  to  engage  an 
of  meetiiig,  and  conduct  the  business  of  the  eveni 

III.  That  the  followincp  Gentlemen  he  respectfully  inv 
the  proceedings  of  the  public  distribution  ;  viz. 

{Uere./oUew  th9  Namee.)    . 

!▼.  That  the  Collectors  be  requested  to  inform  all  i 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  their  respective  distri< 
pointed  for  the  public  distribution ;  and. that  nc 
then  supplied  who  shall  not  have  icompleted  his  or 
or  before  Menda^^  the  84M  rf  Sepiember. 

V.  That  the  Collectors  return  their  lists,  properly  £llec 
jeined)y  to  the  Bible  Secretary,  at  the  Committee- 
0/  Oetoher. 

.▼I*  That  the  BGnute  Secretary  be  requested  to  order 
of  haad-billfi,  announdng  the  public  distribution  i 
laid  on  the.td^le,  .at  the  ne?ct  meeting  of  the  Coma 
of  ^*  Free  Contributors*  Tickets.**— 6^  Specimen 

5.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
lists  are  delivered  in ;  and  the  Bible  Secrets 

£*ves  to  each  Collector,  the  proper  number  c 
ition  tickets  (see  Specimen  subjoined);  wh 
quently  sign,  and  deliver  to  the  respective 
whom  they  are  intended  The  Bible  Secret 
out  a  list  of  all  the  subscribers  to  be  supplie 
distribution,  with  a  specification  of  the  kind  < 
lament  which  they  are  severally  to  receive 
'  placed  before  the  chairman. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  hand-biDs  are  gv 
lectors,^  with  a  request  that  they  wilt  circiua 
respective  districts ;  and  they  also  receive  a 
free  contributor  then  on  their  books,  which  th 
,  deliver  to  the  parties. 

\  V*  Theother  dotias  which  devolve  on  the  Sacretarii 
reference  to  the  public  distribution,  have  been  a] 
Section  L  of  this  Chapter. 
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Bpeoimen  of  the  Cojllcctobs'  Libti. — Poblic  DraTRiBonoii  Tic*Ksr. 
&  SPECIMEN  OF  THE  COLLECTORS'  LISTS. 


%**  Tk€  mUfie$  in  Italicty  in  tkU  and  tke/oUowmg  Speeimtntj  taretohe 
eonsidered  as  Manuscript* 

>ooooooooooooo<xxx 

Charles* 

LADIES*  BIBLE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Collectors  for  the  District  No.  l  recommend  tbe  folIowiDg 
persons  to  th^  Committee,  to  be  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments at  the  next  distribution  ;  viz. 
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10 
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19 

IS 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

SO 


NAMES. 


Afark  Snelling  .  . 

Susan  Dunster  •  . 

Jans  Lmeoms    .  . 

Mnry  Natten    •  • 

Mr,PengiUiM    .  . 

Mrs.  H^dar     .  . 

Mrs,  flneem     .  . 

Mrs.  Brisks    .  . 

Caiherins  BfMks  • 

M,  A.  Snetto     .  . 

Janus  fPiods    •  • 

Mary  Knightsm  . 

BU9ah€th  OKmrek  . 


Sort  of 
Bible.    Te^. 


S.P. 


M.P. 
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L.P. 
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8.   PUBLIC-DISTRIBUTION  TICKET. 

These  Tickets  are  of  the  same  size  as  tbe  Specimen,  and 
are  stitched  in  books,  containing  about  fifty  each.  Tbe  Bible 
Secretary  inserts  the  No.,  which  is  placed  against  the  sub-> 
scriber's  name  in  the  Bible  Book  (sre  No.  xviii.  First  Spe^ 
cimen^  Chap,  VII.  SectionV,)^  by  which  any  necessary  reference 
is  materially  facilitated.  When  the  Tickets  are  cut  out,  and 
delivered  to  the  CoIlectQrs»  the  checks  ahotdd  be  carefully 
l^veseryed* 
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Specimens  of  the  PoBLic-DitTRiBunoit  ind  Prbb-Contiiibutori 


SPECIMEN. 


x>o<xxx> 


No.  4.  DurmiCT  No-  ^-q^^q  Charles'  LADIES*  BIBLE  AS 

Mark  SmelKngy        r^SX  No.  4.  Distwct  N 

Px&MiT  Hark  SmlUng  to  r< 
Pica  BIBLE,  at  the  Public  1 
on  MmuUi^y  the  15ih  of  OOgber^ 
SumpakUlUSA 

Af«fy  frmamsj  Bibi 

C:>    SuBtC&IXXES    TO  ATTEWD    J 

JW*  iSeAM/,  «<  6  o'clock  pi 


m  SmmttJHca  BIBLE,  q^^^^ 
Sumpaid,  lU  6if. 
15/A  of  OeUher^  1819. 


^.^ICollector.. 


8.   FREE-CONTRIBUTORS*  TICKET. 

This  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  specimen,  and  is  p 
stout  papers  One  is  given  by  the  Collectors  to  e' 
contributor  of  a  penny  a-week  and  upwards,  and  < 
mvilege  which  is  highly  and  gratefully  appreciated, 
nand-bills  and  placards  give  sufficient  publicity  to  tli 
meeting,  it  is  omitted  in  this  ticket;  and  a  con 
saving  of  eicpense  is  thus  effected,  as  one  impressioi 
for  several  years. 

SPECIMEN. 

•x>oo^>^^xx>oo<xx>oooooo^ooooo<» 


Plymouth 
LADIES'  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

PUBLIC  distribution: 
At  the  Free  School,  Old  Town  without. 

admit  a  free  contributor  to  a  seat. 


•  x>oo^K>^oooo<xx>o^*o>ooooooo<xx  « 


9.  At  a  meeting  convened  for  a  public  distribu 
chair  should  be  taken  precisely  at  the  nour  appointee 
President,  or  some  oth^r  officer  of  the  Auxiliary  (or 
Society.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  are  placed  oi 
before  him ;  each  description  being  separated,  to  pre 
takes.  The  subscribers  who  are  entitled  to  receii 
present  their  tickets  at  the  doors,  but  retain  them 
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Order  of  Proceeding  at  a  Public  Diatributioii. 


own  hands :  they  are  then  conducted  to  seats  appropxiated 
exclusively  to  them,  either  in  front  of  the  chair,  or  around  the 
room,  so  as  to  admit  of  an  uninterrupted  approach  to  the 
table  when  they  are  called  on  to  receive  their  copies.  On  a 
due  attention  to  this  part  of  the  business  much  of  the  interest 
of  these  meetings  depends.  The  free  contributors  deliver  their 
tickets  at  the  doors,  and  are  conducted  to  their  appointed  seats ; 
and  tiie  platform  is  occupied  by  those  Gentiemen  only  whq 
conduct  tne  business. 

The  Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliary  (or  Branch)  Society  should  . 
always  prepare  an  order  of  proceeding,  and  place  a  copy  of 
it  before  die  Chairman.    The  following  is  recommended  for 
t|ii9  purpose  :— 

ORDER  OF  PROCEEDINO  AT  A  PUBLIC  DISTRIBUTION. 


1.  Tke  Ckairman^ 


i.ji.B. 


s.  an.. 

4.  B.F.. 


S.  G.B. 


opens  the  biistnefls  of  the  meeting ;  exphdns  the 
object  and  deagn  of  the  British  and  For^gn  Bible 
Society,  and  m  Bible  AssodaUons  as  .connected 
with  it ;  and  details  the  recent  proceefings  of  tbe 
Institution  both  abroad  and  at  hornet*' 

moires  the  Resoiiitian  No.  1— 

^  That  this  meetmg  feels  desirous  of  expresaiiig 
its  increasing  attachment  to  the  pure  and  single 
principle  of  the  Bible  Society  ;  and  its  gratitude 
to  IHvine  Providence^  for  the  blessings  which  it 
has  been  the  instniment  of  conferring  on  tli* 
nations  of  the  earth*'*  : 

seconds  the'  Resolution  Na  1. 

The  Chairman  hcrinff  put  the  question, 
moves  the  Resolution  No.  S— > 

**  That  this  meeting  entertains  an  earnest  hope 
that  the  welfione  and  happiness  of  the  labouring 
classes  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bible  Association  established  in  this 
district.** 

seconds  the  Resolution  No.  % 

The  Chairman,  having  put  the  question,  re* 
quests  the  subscribers  who  have  received  tickets 
to  approach  the  table,  in  regular  order,  and  to 
hand  their  tickets,  successively,  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Auxiliaty  Society,  ^  who  an- 
nounces the  description  of  the  Bible  ox  Testament 
specified  in  the  ticket  r^tbe  proper  copy  is  handed 
by  another  Gentieman  to  the  Chairman,  by  whom' 
it  is  delivered  to  the  subscriber,  who  immediately 
returns  to  his  or  her  former  aeat.  When  the  dis* 
tribution  has  been  completed. 


*  If  any  officer  or  member  of  the  Parent  Society  be  present,  the  Cbairmaa 
Merally  rcfen  to  him  Ibc  thissmtemcot  of  the  opetations  and  rssulls  of  tbt 
Institution. 
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Public  Distributions  are  not  an  essential  part  of  tbe  System. 
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7.  L.M'  ^ 


8.  TheCkmirmaM^ 


6.  /.  K.  .,...,.inn — -     moves  tbe  Resolution  No.  8 — 

^^  That  this  meeting  acknowledges,  with  gratflu 
ftil  respect,  the  obliging  manner  in  which  the 
Chairman  has  conducted  the  business.** 

seconds  the  Resolution  No.  3,  and  puts  the 
question. 

acknowledges  the  Resolution,  refers  to  the  plates 
for  receiving  contributions,  and  dissolves  the 
meeting.  \ 

10.  It  has  already  been  observed^  that  the  plan  of  "  Publip 
Distribution**  does  not  constitute  an  essential  or  necessary 
part  of  the  system  of  Bible  Associations ;  nor  is  it  expedient 
to  introduce  it  where  tbe  mode  of  delivery  described  in 
Chap.  VII.  (Section  V.  No,  viii.)  has  been  adopted.  How 
far  it  may  be  applicable  to  country  Associations,  generally^  is 
a  subject  on  which  the  author  does  not  presume  to  decide : 
but,  while  he  acknowledges  that  he  partakes  of  those  fears 
which  have  been  suggested  by  some  judicious  friends,  he 
would  respectfully  submit,  that  the  question  is  not  whethei* 
this  mode  of  distribution  be  altogether  unexceptionable,  bait 
whether  the  benefits  do  not  overbalance  the  disadvantages. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  has  been  contended,  that  those  meetingji 
are  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  Society ; — that  they 
confer  on  it  the  character  of  ostentation  or  display ; — and  that 
the  tendency  of  Bible  Associations  to  elevate  the  moral  cha- 
racter of  the  poor,  is  counteracted  by  a  proceeding  which  con- 
firms the  habits  of  pauperism.  On  the  other,  the  results  of 
experience  and  observation  have  been  adduced ;  and,  as  it  i^ 
by  these  that  the  Committees  of  Local  Associations  will  judge 
and  decide,  the  following  testimonies  are  extracted  from  the 
Heports  of  those  societies  which  are  best  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  on  the  subject  :— 

Codalminr<t  1815.^-^'  It  is  impossible  to  give  an  adequate  description  of 
^hese  meetings:  the  sight  of  the  Bibles  before  distribution  is  peculiarlv 
interesting;  and  when  thej  are  transferred  to  the  hands  of  the  grateful 
poor,  the  sight,  /Aim  varied,  becomes  truly  affecting.  To  these  meetings  the 
(Poor  come  firom  several  miles  distaht. 

'  Aa&y,  1816.^-*'  We  have  been  quite  happy  in  witnteing  the  deliglft 
.which  the  poor  felt  at  our  last  public  distribution  of  Bibles*  Those  who  r^ 
ceived  Bibles  spoke  of  it  with  gratitude ;  and  others,  who  were  spectator^ 
with  much  interest ;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  voluntarily  ofieied  a  fref 
subscriptioiL'* 

*  AMng^dtn^  J  8 1 8.^-^  Your  Committee  would  record  their  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  ^hlie  tlistrUutkmt.  Within  the  last  year,  three  of  these  interest. 
ing  exhibitions  have  taken  place;  at  which  688  Bibles  and  Testaments  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  poor.** 

Daventfj^,  1818.—-''  It  is  impossible  for  your  Committee  to  pass  by  in 
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fjgjf                            COVCLVMHa  OB8EBVATWN8.             [CHAP.  VIXI. 
Evidences  of  the  good  effecta  of  the  PUn-  


.OeacB  the  exceUency  of  this  manner  of  ffljtributing  the  copiee  9f  ttie  holy 
S^ Ti^  be  doubled,  by  many  peiaons,  whether  «id. !«««.•»«««- 
Sfrftaoto  are  Lnmrinated  »i  the  Bodety  .«ert:  h^  the  doubt  >.  di- 
ri^tld  bT^  feet.  It  maybe  queationed,  whetherthe  Bible  is  of  the  aatho- 
3SfJ,S<«?  b«;  the  boJks  aS»  open  for  inspection.  It  may  beinsinu^ 
S?S^^y  the  pure  worf  of  God  :  he«  the  t««hery  must  be 
instantly  detected."  •.    --^ 

m^Hmmtik  fr&  1819.—"  The  advantages  of  pubBc  over  private  distribu- 
tioK^e'&lSi^  are  great:  -P^-^^'^^^^^^'^^^'o^^ 
Smiea  of  thcU  who  aswt  that  the  Bales  never  readi  the  ix^^ 'If  "^ 
Srtwandcommenta  «icomp«iy  their  deUvery  s  mt«f«t  "  ««t«dm  -11 
dJ«es,  and  more  especially  among  the  poor;  who,  without  these  meetingh 
«»iM  have  few.  if  any,  opportunities  of  becoming  acquamted  with  the  ex- 
^^S^^^^y^^r^t  Society,  while  Uie  «*,««d^tbe  P««. 
tewaht  thua  into  contact,  in  drcmnstances  peculiarly  calculated  to  awaken 
2«2Ua,t  and  moral  feeling.  And,  that,  inco-operatmg  to  promote  therforw 
rfGOT^thehappiness  of  mankind,  they  inaensibTy  imbibe  a  apmt  of 
ttn^todness,  wiUi  which  envy  «.d  di«^tent,  pride  and  ~^dm«,  «« 
~«X  inco^atible.  Your  CoUectors  have  repeatedly  witaMsed  auck 
3S.  JSTdS  :  and  so  great  has  been  the  interest  e«ited  by  die  d«. 
^Sao^  ttotT«*««««  of  Bi""  ""^  Testwnents,  supj^  by  tius 
SSta^vefequently  become  free  contributors,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
^^^Z  ^vilege'  of  attending  them:  even,  to  some  -^ J^ere^ 
eSLrt^ces  pi^ent^a  stated  subscription,  a  smaU  donation  has  b«m  given, 
«  Hwa^topurchaae  the  pkasuw.     But  at  no  period  we  pubhc  diatnbu- 

Sto  ensure  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the  subscribers :  and  by  no  other 
Bieans  can  this  be  so  effectually  attained." 

It  is  certMnly  diflBcult,  especially  in  the  country,  and 
amons  a  scattered  population,  to  induce  the  labouring  classes 
to  attend  an  Annual  Meeting;  and  thus  the  attainment  of 
one  principal  object  of  a  Bible  Association-that  of  interest- 
ins  toe  poor  in  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Institution— is 
atleast  rendered  more  uncertain.  But  they  have  a  personal 
motive  to  attend  a  public  distribution,  and  frequently  make 
considerable  sacrifices  for  this  gratification. 

In- conclusion  :-the  strongest  wgiunent  that  can  be  urged 
in  fevour  of  the  plan,  is,  that  it  affords  a  practical  refiitotioB 
of  the  assertion,  that  «  notes  and  comments  are  distobuted 
with  the  Bibles  issued  by  the  Society.  The  author  is  fiilly 
aware  that  an  objection  has  been  taken  to  those  meetings,  on 
the  around  of  repoHed  injudicious  addresses:  but  he  can 
consaentiously  aver,  that  in  those  which  he  has  amended  A* 
onlv  "notes  «»d  comments"  he  has  heard  may  be  comprised 
in  one  sentence-"  Read  your  Bibles;  and  shew,  bv  your 
live*  and  convewadon,  that  you  are  mfluenced  by  what  you 
nad." 
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TWO  LETTERS 

OlTTIfl 

SUBJECT  OF  TR£  BBITISH  ANI).F0B£ION  BIBLE  S< 
By  the  Bioht  Hotf.  NICHOLAS  TANSITTAET. 

t 

I  i^ittrzR   t9  ikt  Rev.  Dr.  Mabsii,  Margaret  Prefeeier  •/  Dwh 

i  UniwertU^  ef  OumMdga;  oecaewmed  £y  Au  Addesss  to  ike  St 

I  #iki#  VtmereUp. 

t  Dkae  Srm^-rl  beff  to  return  mj  best  acknowled^ents  for  tl 

aication  of  jour  Addrew  to  the  Senate  of  Cambridge ;  which  ] 

'  atronglj  feel  as  a  mark  of  your  kind  attention,  as  I  hare  not  1 

of  befonffing  to  that  UniTersity,  and  at  it  is  a  considerable  time  si 

been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  had  an  opportunit  j  of  meeting  jou. 

perhaps  not  aware  that  jou  were  sendmg  jour  Address  >to  a  mem 

British  and  Foreiffn  Bible  Society ;  but  I  accept,  as  a  proof  of 

\  Your  candid  and  fnendly  admonition,  which  affords  me  an  oppc 

I  justifying  myself  to  you,  ss  a  Church-of-England  man,  for  oontril 

assistance  to  that  institution. 

I  I  never  indeed  before  thought  it  neoesssry  to  offer  any  apol 

doing :  for  though  I  wis  awaie,  befoie  I  engaged  in  the  sodety,  1 

j  been  represented  as  danfleraus  to  the  Church,  it  appeared  to  me 

I  charge  had  been  so  completely  refoted,  that  it  is  with  no  less  sur 

I  regret  that  I  now  learn  that  you  still  think  it  well  founded. 

I  '  I  must  first  remark,  that  your  observation  respecting  the  fu: 

I  [Society  for  promoting  Chnstian  ICnowledge)  compared  with  th< 

*  Bible  Society,  must  give  a  very  eironeous  impression  respecting 

\  parative  wealth  of  the  two  societies.    You  state  that  the  funds  of 

are  much  superior  to  those  of  the  former.    This  is  so  for  from 

I  esse,  that,  by  the  latest  annual  account,  the  Society  for  promoting 

Knowledge  appears  to  be  possessed  of  property  in  the  public  ftmds 

I  about  5300/.  per  annum,  besides  some  landed  pioperty ;  while 

'  Society  was,  in  April  last,  possessed  of  no  more  than  389/.  per 

the  fimda,  and  of  money  and  exchequer-bills  capable  of  produc 

IBOI.  more ;  maldng  together  about  570/.  per  annum  t    and  althouf 

receipts  within  the   year  exceeded  those  of  the  Society  for  | 

Christisn  Knowledge,  in  the  proportion  of  about  84,600/.  to  aboi 

yet  these  receipts  wm  not  only  principally  derived  from  casual 

sional  sources,  such  ss  congregational  collections,  and  contribut 

Auxiliary  Societies,  but  they  actually  foil  short  of  the  expenditi 

year  by  upwards  of  3600/.    It  is  not  therefore  without  necessity, 

is  it  frvm  an  invidious  spirit  of  rivalry  towards  any  other  institu 

the  friends  of  the  Bible  Sodety  are  making  those  exertions 

ftuther  patronage  and  support  from  the  public,  which  appear  to  e: 

alizitt— an  ahurm  for  which  I  confoss  myself  totally  uiiabla  tc 
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when  I  conidder  that  the  sole  and  exclusive  object  of  the  Bible  Society,  so 

fiir  as  it  respects  the  United  Kingdom,  is  the  circulation  of  the  authonsed 

translation  of  the  Scriptures,  without  note  or  comment.     I  should,  as  a 

member  of  the  Church,,  be.  very  sorry  to  think  .that the  devout  study  of  the 

Scriptures  could  lead  to  the  disregard  of  our  Liturgy :  on  the  contrary,  I 

should  hope  that  it  would  produce  a  more  general  acknowledgment  of  its 

excellence ;   as  it  originally,  at  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  led,  through 

the  blessing  of  IMvine  Providence,  to  its  establishment.    The  Bible,'  says 

Chillingworth,  and  the  Bible  only,  is  the.  religion  of  the  Protestant  ;  it  is 

the  sole  basis  of.  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  only  one  on  which  you, 

I  am  sure,  would  wish  to  place  it.    But  you  observe,  that  you  can  have  no 

guarantee,  that,  as  the  power  of  the  Bible  Society  increases,  other  objects, 

inimical  to  the  Church,  will  not  in  time  be  associated  with  the  main  object. 

To  this  I  answer,  that  so  long  as  the  members  of  the  Church  take  part 

in  the  Bible  Society,  its  vexy  constitution  will  afford  such  a  guarantee  as. 

you  desire.     The  President,  and  aU  the  Vice-Presidents  without  exception,' 

are  Churchmen,  and  are  constant  members  of  the  managing  committee,  in 

which  they  always  preside ;  and  of  the  other   members  of  this  committee, 

the  Churchmen  are  equal  in  pumber  to.  aU  the  Dissenters  of  different  sects  s 

80  that,  in  every  question,  the  Charch  must  have  a  constant  maj<nrity ;  and  in 

the  |{eneral  meetings,  in  which  alone  s}!  points  afiPecting  the  constitution 

of  the  sodety  must  be  decided,  the  members  of  the  Church  must  have'  a 

wdght  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  and  consequence.     In  proportion, 

therefore,  as  Churchmen  of  talents,  rank,  and  influence,  join  the  society, 

this  preponderance  must  increase.    Among  the  patrons,  either  of  the  Parent. 

Society  or  its  branches,  are  already  numbered  the  four  Archbishops    of 

Ireland,  and  eight  English  and  eight  Irish  Bishops.     I  doubt  whether  the 

Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  which  now,  as  you  observe, 

enjoys  the  countenance  of  the  whole  Episcopal  Bench,  was,    at  so  short 

a   period   from  '  its  formation,   honoured  with  the  support  of  so  large  a 

body, of  the  Prelates;    and  I  should   hope   the  time   might   not  be  far 

distant,  when  the    two  societies  may  equally  flourish  under  the  general 

patronage  of  them  alL     This  would  appwir  to  me  the  most  eflectual  remedy 

fbr  any  supposed  danger  from  the  Dissenting  influence  in  the  Bible  Society. 

To   those  who  are   intimately  acquainted  with   the    society,  this  danger 

must-  indeed  appear  chin[ierical.     $o  little  does  the  spirit  of  mutual  jealousy 

exist,  that  there  has  been  no  instance  of  a  division  taking  place  in  a  general 

meeting ;  and  I  scJarcely  recollect  one  even  in  the  committee,  in  the  course 

of  a  frequent   attendance :    but  what   may  appear   to   you  more  extraor. 

dinary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  which  of  the  members  of  the 

committee  are  Churchmen  and  which  are  Dissenters,  except  in  the  in8tance9 

of  those  gentlemen  with  wfaqm  I  happen  to  be  personally  acquainted,  and  a 

few  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  are  of  course  distingubhed  by 

their  dress. 

But  supposing,  for  the  sal^e  of  the"  argument,  that  there  may  be  real 
dsBger  from  the  preponderance  of  the  Dissenting  interest,  What  is  the  remedy 
you  propose  ?— that  all  *Ch\irchmen  should  withdraw  themselves  from  the 
society,  and  leave  it  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Dissenters.  If  any  thing  can 
make  the  society  dangerous,  this  must  do  it;  because  there  would  then  be 
no  check  to  any  sectarian  spirit  which  might  introduce  itself,  and  which 
must  be  unavoidably  irritated  by  so  harsh,  and,  I  think,  so  unjust  an  indi- 
cation of  jealousy.  But  even  If  no  sentiment  of  resentment  should  be 
excited,  one  of  two  consequences  must  inevitably  follow  ;  either  the  society, . 
being  deprived  of  the  hope  of  further  support,  and  crippled  by  the  loss  of 
its  pecuniary  means,  and  of  many  of  its  most  valuable  members,  woul4. 
whoily expire,  or  sink  into  insignificance;  or  else  the  Dissenting  interest, 
maikuig  up  for  these  losses  by  more  exteiteive  sacrifices,  and  an  increase  of 
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99tl  and  activitj,  and.  aviilmg  itaelf  ofthe  iaai 
mkeady  formed,  weuld  cany  on  the  institutioi] 
as  before. 

In  the  first  case,  70a  would  have  enished 

done  more  for  the  d]£[\i8ion  of  Christianity  ti 

same  space  of  time  in  any  age  smce  the  Aposto] 

i  been  the  means  of  preaching  the  Gospel  in 

I  would  indeed  be  putting  out  one  of  the  eyes  of 

I  The  other  alternative  would  be,  to  transfer  t 

the  honour  and  influence  of  whatever  has  been 

I  done,  by  an  institution,  of  which  the  dawn  ha 

>  is  visibly  rising  into  brighter  day.     Shall  it 

alone  have  carried  the  Word  of  CM  to  every  n 

I  the  Church  of  *£ng1and  continue  to  claim  the  I 

I  work  ?   And  can  the  Church  of  England  stand 

i  exclusive  poUcy,  as  by  deserving  the  blessings 

I  all  people,  nations,  and  languages  t 

\  The  evils  of  either  alternative  seem  to  me  eq 

I  sm  &r  firom  undervaluing  the  efforts  of  the  5o< 

I  Knowledge :   I  am  an  old  member  of  that  socic 

I  to  lend  any  assistance  In  my  power  to  its  us 

I  cither  that,  or  any  other  society  now  exist: 

t  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible  Sodety,  the  ex 

^  has  diewn.    Even  supposing  (what  I  think  i 

j  made,  in  some  considerable  degree,  to  answ< 

miperior  advantages  in  the  present  constitutiot 

co-operation  of  Churchmen  and  Dissenters  in 

they  can  conscientiously  co-operate,  seems  to  i 

[  means  of  lessening  both  the  political  and  religio 

{  pr^udices,  promotes  candour  and  good-will,  ai 

t  the  reception  of  that  truth,  which  every  one  pei 

I  of  those  who  difier  from  him  than  hb  own. 

the  Church  of  England  has  nothing  to  fear,  ; 

holding  (in  our  judgments  at  least)  that  midi 

opposite  opinions  have  a  natural  tendency  to 

more  likely  to  be  acknowledged  and  embrac 

mutual  jealousy  and  aversion,  or  by  such  as  I 

hy  conciliation  ? 

The  existence  of  dissent  will  perhaps  be  121 
don,  so  long  as  the  mind  of  man  is  MMe  to  em 
to  hope,  that  hostility  may  cease  where  perfec 
Uidied.  If  we  cannot  reconcile  aH  opinions, 
hearts. 
I  ought,  perhaps,  to  apolooise  ibr  troubling 
probably  have  been  i£ready  brought  1 
opinions  are  not  taken  up  hastily  and  li^tl) 
cessory  to  state  such  sb  have  diieffy  induced 
part  in  the  concerns  of  the  Bible  Society,  not  c 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  and  warmth  of  my 
England ;  and  which  still,  on  reflection,  seem  t 
that,  Ihr  from  repenting  of  what  I  have  done, 
of  aU  repent  of  it  as  I  approach  that  st^te  in  wli 
man  and  Dusenter  shall  be  no  moiis. 

I  nn, 
Gr§igt  George  Sireeiy  Aik  Dea  191  f . 


A% 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ftf  Arrii^KX,  Ne.  L 


An.  N.  YjonmMWt ;  ptMOM  <»  ike  Ouefmid  P^fir. 

DxAm-axK,^!  have  at  all  periods  of  m J  life  had  a  particular  flloectiQfa  to 
newspaper  controversies  9  but  to  a  controversy  so  amicable  as  that  to  which 
I  am  invited  bj  your  Letter— which  not  only  breathes  the  spirit  of  a.  gentle- 
maii,  but  the  Irindnfiss  of  a  Mend— I  cannot  object,  whatever  may  be  its 
form,  I  consider  your  Letter  as  a  public  appeal  to  the  Universitj  of  Ozfoid, 
agunst  the  sentiments  expressed  in  my  Letter  to  Dr.  Manh.  That  Letter 
was,  in  the  first  instance,  a  mere  private  answer  to  his  oommunication  to  ms 
of  hk  Address  to  the  Senate  of  Cunbridge.  I  expressed  myaelf  as  a  Church- 
man writing  to  a  Churdunan.  I  published  mj  sentiments  under  the  aanctifln 
of  the  highest  authority  in  that  University  $  and  I  have  had  the  sattafiurtion 
of  learning  that  many  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  both  Universities 
q>prove  of  them.  But  I  value  both  the  judgment  of  our  Universitj,  and 
your  private  opinion,  too  highly  not  to  ofier  some  ftirther  explanation. 

The  question  between  us  is  not,  whether  the  Dissenters  are,  or  ax^  noki 
hostile  to  the  Established  Church,  but  whether  they  can  acquire  ai^  power 
of  injuring  it  firom  the  operations  of  the  Bible  Sodety.  Ml^t  are  thoss 
epeoitional— simply,  the  distribution  of  the  authoriaed  version  of  the  Scrip* 
tures.  How  can  such  a  distribution  be  iigurious  to  the  Church  by  which  that 
version  was  made,  and  which  professes  to  rest  upon  it  as  the  sole  foundatian 
of  its  doctrines— that  version  nom  which  the  Church  has  taken  the  lai^usge 
of  her  Liturgy,  and  which  has  been  sanctioned  from  ago  to  i^ge  bj  the 
authority  of  all  our  ecclesiastical  rulers  ?  But  if  we  pertinaciously  reject  the 
asHstance  of  the  Diswnters  in  circulatinff  our  Bible,  what  should  hindsr  eve^y 
sect  from  having,  not  only  a  Bible  Society,  but  a  Bible  of  its  own  ?  The 
Unitarians  have  already  their  improved  version  of  the  New  Testament. 
And  who  can  estimate  &e  extent  o£  mischief  which  might  arise  froqn  such  a 
coUinon  of  contending  translations  ?  To  the  unlearned,,  the  vendbn  to  which 
they  are  accustomed,  stands  in  the  place  of  an  original ;  and  to  ii^ure  their 
opinion  of  its  authenticity  is  to  shake  their  co^fidenoe  in  the  Wo^«f  Ood 
itseie 

We  axe  apt  to  consider  the  Dissenters  as  nanow-mindsd  and  unressonahVi 
but  while  we  condemn  the  pr^udioes  of  other  men,  let  us  be  on  our  guard 
against  our  own.  Let  us  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  Bible  Scmetyi 
instead  of  being  fbrmed  in  London,  had  orif^ted  in  the  northern  metropoiif 
of  our  United  Kingdom,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and 
that  when  their  Episcopal  brethren  had  petitioned  to  unite  with  thcsn  is 
the  glorious  woric  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  their  common  Saviour,  tbe 
Presbytery  had  replied,  by  a  haughty  refiisid, '  Keep  aloof  I  Your  piety,  your 
learning,  may  be  equal  to  ours ;  your  seal  may  be  exemplary,  your  morilf 
irreproachable ;— but  you  have  no  lay-elders,  you  have  bishops  and  dews.: 
My  moie,^  you  wear  white  surplices,  siid  have  ocgBn4.in  your  churches  i  sod 
we  had  rather  the  Scriptures  diould  be  fer  ever  unknown,  than  (disKooinsted 
by  such  polluted  hands  in  ooi\junction  with  ours.*  Such,  my  Dear  Sir,  is  tfas 
conduct  which  you  would  reconunend  to  the  Church  of  England. "  Hov  6r 
it  would  conduce  to  its  honour,  or  its  substantasl  interests,  I  leave  to  yov 
eool  reflection.  My  ardent  wish,  as  I  know  it  is  yours,  is,  that  the  Churcb 
of  England  may  be  the  first  af  Christian  churches,  and  our  country  the  ftr^ 
«f  nations— not  for  the  purposes  of  any  worldly  sjdendor  (whatever  ambitiss 
of  that  kind  I  may  once  have  Mt),  but  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  cf 
Divine  Providence  of  extensive  benefit  to  mankind :  the  first  of  churcfafli» 
as  the  modal  of  nure  faith  and  unfeigned  pety  to  all  the  kindreds  of  tbs 
world :  the  first  of  nations,  as  the  gyaraian  and  champion  of  justioe,  liber^* 
and  the  true  rights  of  man.  These,  however,  are  high  considerstions,  sod 
obcnre  the  teadi  of  human  foresi|^t.    To  us  Jt  bebngs  to  use  our  TeaaoB  ii 
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■etking  the  auMi  beneficudeiidfl  bj  the  wiMBt  means,  and  to  leave  the  event 
with  humUe  confidence  to  Him  who  rules  above. 

With  respeettothelatterpartof  your  Letter,  I  shall  onlj  observe,  that 
yoa  greatly  mistake  the  views  of  the  Bible  Society,  if  you  nippQae  they 
condemn  the  use  of  notes  and  commentaries  for  elucidating  the  Scripttures. 
On, the  contraxy,  one  of  our  most  active  members  is  now  publishing  a  learned 
and  elaborate  Commentary  upon  them/  But  the  society,  as  a  body,  takes  no 
part  in  this,  or  any  other  work  of  its  members.  Confident  that  the  Bible 
alone  is  able  to  give  wisdom  to  the  ample,  it  leaves  to  the  Church,  to  every 
sect,  to  every  mdividual,  the  right  of  selecting  and  recommending  such 
Ibrther  helps  as  may  be  necessaiy  for  critical  research.  In  so  doin 
man  inll  consult  his  own  judgment,  and  the  authority  to  which  he  1 
accustomed  to  defer. 

I  am  fiur,  as  you  well  know,  firstt  undtawalving  theidvantMpes  of  learning  s 
andk  I  should  think,  that,  upon  the  ground  of  litmzy  merit,  ae  BiUe  Society 
might  daim  some  countenance  in.  a  learned  Univenity.  We  justly  prise 
the  prSfinind  erudition  and  indefittigable  diligence  of  %he  compUers  of  the 
Polyglolt  Bible:  but  what  aPolyglott  has  the  Bible  Sodetf  praduoed!  Can 


it  lenon  the  merit  of  such  exertSns,  that-they  have  been  applied  to  living 
languages,  and  to  purposes  of  immediate  and  important  secvioe  to  mankind? 
But  literary  merit  is  not  (except  in  a.  very  subordinate  degree)  the  aim 
of  tibe  society;  nor  the tribiuial  of  learning  that  at  which  it  is  to4)e  Judged. 
It&objects  are  of  a  higher  order,  and &r  more  impartant  to  mankindiM^nd 
its  appeal  ii  to  every  ChristiaB  heart  If  yoit  can  point  out  to  me  any  meant 
of  promoting  these  great  objects  as  powsarftdly,  as-rapidly,  as  extensively,  with* 
out  incurrii^  the  dan^^  you  apprehend  ftom  the  Bible  Society,  I  shall 
readily  concur  with  you  madopting  such  meaner  bat  till  3roa  can  do  so,I  tiunk 
myself  bound  to  perserersi  nor  do  I  believe  they  will  ever  be  found,  easoept 
in  some  plan  dmilar  to  ours.  For  it  b.not  suoaply  to.  tiM  diflVMion.  of  the 
BiUe,  but  to  the  co-opentioo  of  aU  Christians,  todifibse  it,  andtoibe  eftct 
of  sudiaco-operatifliion  our  own  hearts,  that  I  look,,  imt  onfy  ihr  ih&.mf^ 
bliahmmt  of  GhiMan  fidfth,  but  the  exfcenaioii  0^  Christian  charity.  . 

N.  YAVSITTAItT* 

CfMl  €mrg9  Stnti^  IM  IU.1tlS; 


No.  II. 

EDITIONS  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES, 
Ov  SALE  TO  SXJBSCBIBEES,  at  tbx  S0CI£TY^  DEFOSTIOBT, 

Society.        SttlMciifc. 

F^dcet,Nonps>eSl  type,  bound  in  calf 4  9  •••  a  g 

Ditto,  Mmion  type •    .    .    .  6  7  *••  4  « 

Nonpareil,  ISmo.     .•••...*..-•  4  t  —  »  f 

Minion,  crown  paper,  gvo.    * 6  0  •••  4  g 

Brevier,  demy  paper,  8vo 1  $  •••.  *  9 

Brevier,  medium  paper,  8V0.  with  maxginalseAiencM,  11  10  •••  9  € 

Long  Vrimer,  deu^  paper,  8V0. •  »  •  •••^  T  t 
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Sodety.        Sabwrib. 


Lon^  Primer,  super-royal  paper,  8vo.  with  the  full  re- 
ferences of  the  authorised  4ta  Bible  in  the  mar- 

dns,  fine  edition,  3  vols,  boards 34    0    -••  34    0 

Small  Pica,  medium  paper,  8va  calf  .    •    •    ^    •    •  10    6    •••     7  10 

Ditto,  ¥dth  full  references  at  the  end 18  10    •••     9     8 

Ditto,  rojal  paper,  Bvo.  with  marginal  references   •  |4    0    •••10     6 

Ditto,  royal  paper,  Syo.  without  references,  fine  edit.  19    6—19     S 

Ditto,  with  full  references  at  the  end '  SS    0   •••  S3     0 

Bm»VkZy^Ui.wUhkr9ad  mxrgiMfw  writing  %if^  6   —  59     6 

Pocket,  sheep,  Minion  tjpe    «•««••        .    •  1     6   •••     1     0 

Ditto,  calf i «    «    .  S     1    •••     I      6 

Bierier,  ISmo.  doth     r    •...•«»...    .  I     3    •-     1     O 

Ditto     «    •    sheep     «..•»;...    V    •  I    6  •••     I     S 

Ditto     .    •    calf  •    •    r    ^   •    •    •   •    •    ;    •    .  3    3   •••    I     9 

liong  Primer,  Bto.  sheep  .    .    .    c^ «•  S    S  •••    I     ft 

Ditto  .    •    V    «    0alf'     .•».•:.....  8    8    •••    8     5 

Pica,  Syo.  «    ,    «    sheep   »    •    ;    •    «    4    »    .    .    •  3    3   •••    9     5 

Ditto*  t    »    »   G8lf      «•.••••«..  4    a   •«•    3    9 

^•^P^^— — ■    II        ail  11^ 

WELSH* 

Nonpareil  Bible,  18mo.  calf    •«•.«,    r    r    •    •  4  10   .^.    3    O 

SipaU  Pica  Bible,  gva  calf .    «•«.«.*«•  |9    o    ..«     7     6 

Brerier  Testament,  iSmo.  doth      «    .    »    •    •    .    .  l     5    •••     1     O 

Ditto  •«••..    sheep     »».«..%  1     8    ••«     I      9 

Ditto  .••'...    oalf    ••%.:..    \    .  8    &   •••     I     9 

gmall  Pica  Testament,  %yo,  sheep  «•>..*.«  8    6   •••    3     3 

Ditto  •«..«••    ealf  ••«•••••  4    6  •••    a    1 

GAELI& 

Brevier  Bible,  18ma  •    •    .    •    •  calf    .*••..  3    8    •••     4    0^ 

Bouiigeois  Testament,  demy  ISmo.  sheep      •    •    •    •  1     9   •••     1     8 

IMtto   ...••..••   calf  .    .    •    .    .  8    6    •••     1     9 

MANS:& 

Brevier  Bible,  8vo.  .    .  .  calf       • 8    0—50 

Brevier  Testament,  ISmo.  sheep 8    0    •••     1    8 

Ditto calf 8    9    -•     1    9 

IRISH. 

Bxerier. Bible,  8vo. calf 10    8   •••     7  . 0  ^ 

I;ong  Primer  Testament,  18mo.  sheep 8    3  •••     1     4  ' 

Ditto .    .     .     calf  V.    .....  3    3    —     8    0 

Small  Pica  Testament,  Irish  character,  sheep    •    .    .3    0  •••     1     3 

Ditto «...  calf       ...  39—39 

FRENCH. 

Nonpareil  Bible,  18mo.(Ostervald)  calf 3    8    —     $    0 

Pocket  Bible '.    .  * .  5*'  0    •••'  '3*   9  " 

Brevier  Testament,  l8mo.  (Ostervald)  sheep    ...  80—13 

Ditto      ;     '. calf  •     •     .     .  8     9    •••     8    0 

Brevier  Testament,  ISmo.  (De  Saojr)  sheep     ...  80—13' 

Ditto calf  ....  89—80 

Laijge  Type,  8vo.  (Ostervald)  cilf  .    ......  6    0    ...     3    9 

Bitte,  8vo.(DeSac7)    .  »  calf.    .    .     .  '.  '.    •  -{»    0   ...     3    ^    ^ 
Te8Ument^French&£ngli8b,inpanUdcoluinii8,8yo.cal^7    0  •••     3    3 
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SPANISH. 

Brevier  Testament)  l8mo.  (Enzioa)  she^  » 

Ditto .    calf.     .      .    .    . 

Ditto      (Sdo)  .    •     .    sheep «... 
Ditto calf     .... 


,  PORTUGUEZE. 

Ixmg  Primer  Bible,  Svo.  (De  Almeida)  calf  .    • 
I  Brevier  Testament,  l8mo.  (De  Almeida)  sheep    • 

I  Ditto .  calf  .    • 

Ditto  (Pereira) sheep    . 

Ditto calf    .    . 

I                  Ijonff  Primer  Testament,  8vo.  (De  Almeida)  sheep 
I  Ditto calf. 

[  ITALIAN. 

Brevier  Testament,  18mo.  (Diodati)  sheep  .    •    . 

Ditto calf    .    •    • 

Ditto,  (Martini)    ......   sheep    • 

Ditto calf    .    .    . 

DUtCH, 

Bourgeois  Bible,  8vo.  calf 

Ditto,  Testament,  J8mo.  sheep 

Ditto calf. 

Ditto  8vo.     .*    •  .    •    •  sheep  ...•,, 
Ditto c^if 


I 
r 

i  DANISH. 

I  imble .   calf     .     , 

I                  Long  Primer  Testament,  18mo.  sheep  .     . 
Ddtto calf      .     . 


ICELANDIC. 

Bible,  8vo. I 

New  Testament,  crown  8vo. 

SWEDISH. 
Bible,  8V0.  ....  calf     .  «     .    ^    «    .    . 
New  Testament, « 8 vo.  sheep     •     •■«... 

Ditto      ....    calf 

Ditto,  84mOb    .     .*  sheep 

Ditto     .    .     .    .     calf 


Bible,  8V0.     .    .    .    calf 
New  Testament,  8vo»  calf 


POLISH. 


Nonpareil  Bible,  18mo.     . 

Bourge(MS  Testament,  84mo.  sheep . 

Ditto  *......  calf    . 


GERMAN. 


ARMENIAN. 

Bible,  royal  4to.     .    calf 

Kew  Testament,  8vo.  calf 


Costth* 
Society. 

Subftcrib. 

«.   d. 

«.    A 

9    0   ... 
8    9  ... 
8     0  ... 
8    9    ... 

8    0 
1     6 
8    0 

8     0    ... 
8    0    ... 
8    9-.. 
8    0    ... 
8    9    ••* 
8    9    ••* 
a    9  — 

6    0 
1     6 
8    0 
1     6 
8    0 
8    0 
8  10. 

8    0    ... 
8     9    ••' 
8     0    ... 
8    9    ... 

1     6 
8    0 

1     6 
8     0 

7  6    ... 

8  0    ... 
8    9    ... 
8    9    ... 

a  9  ... 

5     8. 

1  S 

2  0 
8    0 
8  10. 

7  0    ... 

8  0    ••• 
8    9    ••• 

5    5 

1   a 

8    0 

5     0    ... 
3    4    ... 

3    9 
1     9 

7  5    ... 
9-    0-  ... 
3     0    ... 
1     8    ... 

8  4    ... 

5     7 
4     6 
9    3 
1     3 
1     9 

11    0  ... 
8    9    — 

8    3 
8    0 

7  0   ... 

8  3   ... 
8    9    ..• 

5    3 
1     8 
3     1 

35     0    ... 
5     0    ... 

19     0 
a    9 

(8)  AiTXNDtXy  Ka  IIL 


Coat  the       Ptmjm  to 
8oei«ty. 


MOBEEK  6ft££E.  t.  d.  a.  d. 

Ubng  Txknet  TeAameat,  -foolscap  8vow  calf  ....  4  0  ...  4    A 
Imto,  with  the  Antient   and  Modem  Grede   in             - 

panllel  CeLumns,  demj  ISna  calf   •    .    .    .    .•  -d  9  •••  -4    S 

H£Ba>£W» 

Bible,  8yo. IS  6  ...  IS  9 

XeataoeiM^ 8Ta   .      .     •    •    r T  6  ..«  7  6 

.  -  .  ETHIOPIC 

TheBnfansoflHttdd,  8vt>.calf  .    «...  4  0  ...  4  6 

Kt«iH4te.    .    «    .  ..  .calf «    .     *  i  S  ...  %  ^ 

Dittt),  ftw  jteper*  extra  boards 6  0    •••  IT  <l 

SY&IAC 

New  Testament,  crown  4to.  calf    .••....     t9    6    .••  19    ^ 
Ditto     .     *    demj 4to.  boarda  •    • 11     6   ...  ll     6 

ABJLBIC 
The  Psalms  of  David,  royil  fSnio.  calf  ......      S    o  .*•    9    <lr 

TUEKISH. 
Neir  Testament^  demy  tTo.  calf 7    6    •••    7    ^ 

-                -                      I^IAIAY. 
New  Testament,  iaaj  9va,  calf  .  •  , 9    o   ..•    S    0 

HlNDOOSTAy£& 
New  "Ifestament,  demy 8T»(Msrt7n> calf  •    .    •    •      •    i  ...    tf'  tf 

CHINESE. 
New  Teetamenty  19mo.  (Morrison)  in  a  case.    ...      7    •  •  ••    7    O  . 


No.  III. 
EPISCOPAL  TEStDCONIES, 

.    SM  WAWan  0W  not  QKKMMAt  

CmcULATION  AND  PEBUSAI^  OP  THE  nCktfTVRtS. 
WITSOUT  NOTE. OR  QOMMEIIT. 


nt  tmk  BiO^  HomaLSV*i  (VMm  rfrttSsng  lAe  BSO^w^hmiiN^U  sr 


**  rr  should  be  a  rale  with  ereiyene  who  would  feed  the  holjr  seriptivefe 
with  advantage  and  improrement,  to  compere  every  text  which  may  aeem 
either  unportant  fin*  the  doctrine  it  inay  eonUin,  or  remarkable  for  the  turn 
of  the  expreanon,  with  the  parallel  passages  in  other  psiti  6f  .holy  uric*  :  In 
doing  this,  you  will  imitate  the  example  ef  the  godly  Jews  of  Bmea,  ifhldi 
is  recorded  with  approbation  in  the*  Acts  of  the  Apostles  t  who,  when  ^iul 
and  Silas  reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament, 
mmreked  ik$  Sctipimm  Att^f,  tsMAa*  ikme  tkinga  isers  fs.  It  is  incre- . 
dible  to  any  one,  who  has  not  in  some  degree  made  the  experiment,  what  a 
ptofldency  may  be  made  in  that  knowledge  which  maketir  wise  unto  salva* 
tion,  by  ftudjdng  the  Soiptuxee  in  this  manner,  without  any  other  com. 
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meoUary  or  exposition  than  wliat  the  difibrent  puts  of  the  ncnd  volume 

tnutuallj  ftmiish  for  each  other. 

"•  I  will  not  scruple  to  assert^  that  the  most  illiterate  Christian,  if  he  cas 
but  read  his  English  Bible,  and  will  take  the  pains  to  read  it  in  this  manlier^ 
Hill  not  onlj  attain  all  that  practical  knowledge  which  is  necessary  to  his 
Mlvation,  but,  bj  God*s  blessing,  he  will  become  learned  in  every  thing 
relating  to  his  religion,  in  sudi  degreee  that  he  will  not  be  liable  to  bt 
nisled,  either  by  the  refined  arguments  or  £ilse  Asertions  of  those  who 
endeavour  to  engraft  their  own  opinion  upon  the  oracles  of  Goi».  He  may 
■afely  be  ignorant  of  all  philosophy,  except  what  is  learned  from  the 
sacred  books ;  which  indeed  contain  the  highest  philosophy,  adapted  to  the 
lowest  lupprehensions.  He  may  safely  remain  ignorant  of  all  history,  except  so 
much  of  the  history  of  the  first  ages  of  the  Jewish  and  of  the  Christian  Church 
as  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa^ 
ment  Let  him  study  these  in  the  manner  I  recommend ;  and  let  him  never 
c^ase  to  pray  for  the  illumination  of  that  Spirit  by  which  these  books  were 
dictated ;  and  the  whole  compass  of  abstruse  phiLosophy  and  recondite  history 
shall  furnish  no  argument  with  which  the  perverse  will  of  man  shall  be  able 
to  shake  this  learned  Christian's  fidth.  The  Bible  thus  studied  will,  indeed, 
prote  to  be  what  we  Protestants  esteem  it,— a  certain  and  sufficient  rule 
of  fidth  and  practice,  a  helmet  of  salvation,  which  alone  may  quench  the  fieiy 
dartsof  the  wicked.**— /ip.  88S-838  of  Bp,  Hifnley*t  iViMa Shrmamt,  LuuLiStS. 

In  another  Volume  of  Discourses  (2d.  edit.  181 1.)  the  Bishop  e^reasea 
himself  as  follows:— 

^  It  is  the  glny  of  our  Church,  tint  the  most  illiterate  of  her  sons  are  id 
pBBJWsiuu  of  Uie  ficripturea  in  their  mother  toogus^  It  is  their  duty  to 
make  the  moatof  so  great  a  blessing,  by  en^loying  as  much  time  as  thcnr  etm 
apsore  firana  the  aeeeasary  busiiMSi  of  their  sevenl  caUiaga,  ia  ths  ditiga^ 
study  of  the  iTrltten  wovd.  It  is  Ood*s  will  that  all  deseriptiflna  of  mmkf 
grsat  and  small^  rich  and  poor,  leamad  aad  tgnonuit,  ahenid  oone  to  the 
knowledge  ofthe  truth  I  that  ia,  of  the  trutikia  brought  to  B^t  by  the  Gkapeli 
not  only  of  the  Aindamental  truths,  of  ftith  towards  God,  of  repentance 
Ixom  dnd  works,  and  of  a  future  judgment,  but  of  all  the  aublinier  truths 
concerning  the  sdieme  of  man's  redemption.**    5«nii.  L  |pi  3  4*  4. 

**  Our  LoBB  said  of  himself,  that  he  came  to  preadi  the  Gospel  to  the 
poor :  and  the  same  thing  may  be  said  ofthe  word  of  Bevelation  in  general,— 
that  it  was  given  for  the  instruction  of  aU  mankind,  the  lowest  as  well  as  the 
highest,  the  most  illiterate  as  well  as  the  wise  and  learned.  It  may  be 
ledconed,  therefore,  a  necessary  characteristic  of  Divine  Revelation,  that  it 
shall  be  delivered  in  a  manner  the  most  adapted  to  what  are  vulgarly  called 
the  meanest  capacities  t  and  by  this  perspicuity,  both  of  precept  and  of  doc* 
trine,  tiie  whole  Bible  is  lemaxkably  disUnguiahed.  For,  althouflfa  St 
Peter  speaks  of  some  thinos  in  it  hard  to  be  understood,  he  speaks  of  such 
things  Mly  as  could  never  have  been  understood  at  all  had  they  not  been  ie« 
veaied;  and,  being  revealed,  are  yet  not  capable  of  proof  orexpUnation  upon 
Meirtific  principles,  but  rest  solely  on  the  authority  of  the  Revdation :  not 
that  the  terms  in  which  these  discoveries  are  made  are  obscure  and  ambi- 
guous in  their  meaning ;  nor  that  the  things  themselves,  however  hard  for 
the  pride  of  philosophy,  are  not  of  easy  digestion  to  an  humble  foith.** 

Senm.  VIII.  p.  1^1. 

^  The  obscurity  of  the  Prophecies,  great  aa  it  is  in  some  parts,  is  not  suoh 
as  should  discourage  the  Christian  Laic  firom  the  study  of  them,  nor  such 
as  will  excuse  him  under  the  neglect  of  it.  Let  him  remember,  that  it  ia 
the  Apostle's  admonition,  who  would  not  enjoin  an  useless  or  impracticable 
tttdt,  togiveheidto  tke  yrepkeHc  word.^  Serm.  XTIIL  y.  S59. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(10)  Appendix,  No.  III. 

•  Tlie  BitHOF  of  BAKOom  (the  late  Dr.  Wa&bkk)  gare  the  Bible  Society 
in  1804,  soon  after  its  establishment,  ^'  the  b^efit  of  his  recommendatioa  i 
and  instructed  the  Buxal  Beans  throughout  his  diocese  to  distribute  its  plans 
and  solicit  bene&ctions  in  its  &yotur.*' 

Owen*t  HitL  •fiku  BiUe  SoeUlg,  fW.  L  p.  160. 


Extrtut  of  a  Letter /rvm  the  Bishop  tfDunoAH  to  Loed  TsieimovvBr^ 
dated  Map  1, 1810. 

**  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  my  warmest  wishes  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  success  in  the  important  work  in  which  it  is  engaged ;— wishes 
which  were  formed  on  the  fullest  conviction  that  its  meritorious  exertions 
have  contributed,  i^d  will  contribute,  to  make  known  the  holy  scriptures  in 
the  most  unenli^tened  regions  of  the  earth,  and  to  convey  to  millions  what 
they  otherwise  would  not  have  enjoyed — the  inestimable  blessing  of  the 
GospeL*' 

In  another  Letter,  dated  May  5th,  1812,  he  apologized  for  his  non- 
attendance  at  the  Anniyersary  on  account  of  indisposition,  and  sent  a  second 
donation  of  50f.  This  Prelate  has  also  subscribed  liberally  to  the  Cavendisli- 
square  Bible  Association,  of  which  he  is  the  Prerident  or  Patron. 


pyy  of  a  Cieculae  Letter  addressed  by  the  Bishop  of  Beistol  to  tkm 

Clergt  of  hit  Diocese. 

«Bev.Sie,  '   JflHwwyQ.lSlO. 

^  Having  been  requested  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreian 

Bible  Society  to  recommend  the  formation  of  an  Auxiliary  Society  in  &s 

Gky  of  Brirtol,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  established  in  several  grent 

towns  throughout  the  kingdom ;  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  such  a  measure 

has  my  hearty  approbation,  and  that  it  wUX  afEbid  me  the  greatest  pLeuiun 

to  see  it  carried  into  execution. 

^  I  am^  Beverend  ffir,  yonn  frithAiUy, 
^'  TVinity  Csttege,  Cambridge.  **  W.  Bristol." 

^  The  late  Bishop  of  Sodoe  and  Max,  in  1811,  co-operated  with  the  So- 
tiety  in  distributing  the  Manks  Testament  throughout  his  diocese.". 

Oioen's  Hist,  of  the  Bible  Society,  Fol,  II.  p.  55. 


Extract  of  a  Lettee  .^^om  <A«  Bishop  ^/Norwich  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbold, 
resfoeiing  the  Formation  of  the  S^ffoih  Auxiliary  Society,  dated  Dec.  1811. 

^  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  my  appearance  in  person  at' the 
meeting  to  be  holden  at  Ipswich  on  the  lOth  of  this  month  (December).' 
May  I  request  the  fiivour  of  you  to  take  the  chair  in  my  stead  ?  I  can  wiUi 
trutii  add,  that  I  shall  have  a  particular  satisfiurtion  in  being  represented  by 
a  Clergyman,  whose  steady  and  judicious  attachment  to  our  excellent  eccle.' 
■lastical  establishment  renders  hun  a  peculiarly  proper  person  to  promote  the* 
success  of  an  institution,  so  inseparably  connected  with  the  best  interests  of 
iUs  establishnient.  ^  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  sincerely  yours, 

•*  H.  Norwich.* 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbuey  has,  on  several  occasions,  borne  his  public  tea- 
timony  to  the  merits  of  this  institution,  in  the  most  decided  tenns. 


The  Bishop  of  Kildaee,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  May  18U»  after  lutviog  stated  the  want  and  ac* 
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eeptebiHty  of  the  Scriptuies^  Aocordiiig  to  the  authorued  yeraum,  not  only 
among  the  Protestants,  but  also  among  very  many  of  the  Roman  Cathdlica 
in  Ireland,  and  spoken  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  ezertiooa 
made  by  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  of  Dublin  to  meet  the  exigency, 
asserted  that  the  ignoitace  which  prevailed  in  that  country  on  the  sul^ject  of 
religion  was  not  to  be  conceived,  and  that  the  doctrines  d  the  Beformatioa 
were  utterly  unknown  in  many  parts  of  it 

.  The  Bishop  of  Meath,  at  the  same  meeting,  concurred  with  the  BisHor 
of  KiLDAEE,  in  representing  the  state  of  Ii^land  as  deeply  needing  the  benefit 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  society  to  impart  The  Bishop  remarked, 
that  only  the  skirts  of  that  cloud,  charged  with  fertilizing  showers,  to  whidi 
the  noble  President  had  compared  this  benevolent  society,  had  yet  extended 
to  Ireland.  His  Lordship  expressed  the  warmest  satis&ction  at  witnessing 
so  numerous  a  meeting,  united  thus  cordially,  and  ardently  on  an  object  S 
so  much  importance  ;  and  assured  them  that  he  should  endeavour  to  impart 
a  similar  impresaon  to  the  Clergy  of  that  diocese  which  constituted  the 
'  ipHere  of  his  labours. 

<*  EJttrdcifirom  tht  Speech  of  the  Bishop  o/Clotke,  March  18^  1818* 

^  As  an  old  member  of  the  Parent  Society,  I  rejoice  in  the  aght  of  this 
numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a|i 
Auxiliary.  I  am  proud  of  the  healthy  and  vigorous  offspring  which'  is'rifdng 
omeveiy  nde  around  that  parent ;  and  I  do  think  its  signal  and  honest 
teeiits  have  fixed,  and  are  fixing  tiiemaelves  every  day,  upon  the  firm  and 
broad  basis  of  decided  public  oj^on.  That  there  should  be  learned  and 
nspectable  men,  and  such  men  I  am  afraid  are  to  be  found,  who  object  to 
our  principle,  and  are  alarmed  at  our  progress,  is  to  me  matter  of  pure 
and  simple  astonishment !  Will  any  one  of  this  assembly  stand  forward 
and  tell  us,  that  to  give  a  Bible  to  a  poor  man,  who  is  unable  to  purchase 
one,  is  unbecoming  a  Christian  assembly  ?  Will  any  one  stand  forward  and 
tell  us,  that  to  be  at  the  expense  and  diflSculty  of  translating  the  Bible  into 
a  foreign  language,  and  to  send  it  into  a  country  where  the  name  of  the 
Bible  has  hu^y  ever  been  heard,  is  likely  to  produce  very  dangerous  oon* 
sequences  f  No,  Gentlemen :  I  know  pnx>&  to  the  contrary ;  ttid  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last-but  one,  that  in  Ireland  the  limits  of  this 
hidtitution  are  spreading  everywhere;  I  see  and  converse  every  day,  in  my 
own  neighbourhood,  with  men  who  have  been  beyond  measure  benefitted  by. 
^e  exertions  of  the  society.  Go  on,  then.  Gentlemen,  in  the  name  of 
Gk>D;  spread  the  Word  of  God,  without  the  opinions  of  man,  thioughout 
every  part  of  the  world ;  translate  it  into  every  language,  and  send  it'into 
every  country.  And  if  this  be  a  crime,  it  is  one  of  a  very  singular  nature  ; 
for  ^r  Saviour  set  the  example,  the  Apostles  followed  it,  and  Gron  himself 
has  commanded  and  sanctioned  it  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  move,  that  a 
society  be  formed,  to  be  called  ^  The  NtilrtluWeBt  London  Auziliaiy  MUa 
Society.' " 

Bikruet/rim  ike  Chab6£  tf  the  Bishop  tf  St.  David's,  m  1813. 
^  The  unexampled  success  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  it 
very  interesting  to  us,  as  Christians  and  Protestants.  Auxiliary  Societies 
continue  to  multiply  throughout  the  united  kingdom.  A  great  accession  has 
been  very  lately  made  to  it,  both  of  numbers  and  credit,  by  the  establislu 
ment  of  an  Auxiliary  Socie^  at  Oxford.  Its  only  object,  the  promotion  of 
Christian  knowledge,  it  has  in  common  with  the  old  national  society.  The 
•Id  society  pursues  this  end  by  various  means :  the  new  society  by  one 
etiy ;  but  that  is  one  in  which  all  Christians  can  concur. 
.  ^  The  BiUe  Sodety  undertakes  to  distribute  the  Bible :  it  confines  itself 
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tl[»  the^ble ;  but  it  nother  oMrtiett  nor  diacounsiM  tlw  drcuhtldn  otfbm 
Commoii-FntyeF  Book  (for  erery  member  of  the  toae^  Is  at  libeorty  t»  «v« 
me  Prayer  Booto  With  the  Bible)  :  but  if  the  society  had  refiised  to  sell  the 
Bible  without  the  Pntyer  Book,  it  would  certeiiily  have  obstructed  the 
eircuiation  of  the  Bibl&  The  Society  is  constituted  on  this  simple  and 
dMDpreheiuftve  ptineiple,  that  it  may  not  exclude  the  aid  of  any  peraoas  prcK 
ftssmg  to  be  Christians.  Indeed,  no  contribution  for  Uie  distribution  of  the 
JKble  can  be  unacceptable,  whether  it  come  hoot  a  Churchman  or  Dissenter^ 
Ihmi  ft  Christian,  Jew,  Mahometan,  or  Heathen.** 

In  a  book,  entitled  ''  The  Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone,  the  Beligion  of 
FrotestantSi'*  his  Loodship  again  speaks  highly  in  commendation  of  the  Bibk 
Society.  «,.-__-«_ 

Ssiftut  •/a  LsTTSK  ^Mi  Hk0>  late  Bishop  ef  LLAimirp  l»  LottH  Tntev* 
MOUTH,  daied  Oct,  \%\%\4k 

^  Allow  me  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  the  flourishing  state  of  tiia 
society :  it  portends,  I  trust,  the  commencement  of  a  new  epoch  in  the  bis-^ 
tory  of  human*  kind,  when  the  Christian  religion  shall  be  uniYocsaUy  xeofliTed, 
rightly  understood,  and  conscientiously  practised.** 

JlMiruet  of  a  Lsttzk/tsmi  <A«  Bishop  of  Cbicb£stek  to  tkt  CvmmitiM  •/ 
tkt  Britiik  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodet^y  dated  dug.  14,  U15. 

**  I  confess  myself  extremely  gratified  with  the  eontentsof  theBepeits  <£ 
Ae  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and  might  ha^  conceiinad  (had  1 
ittft  heard  and  known  the  contrary)  that  no  well-wisfaer  to  an  extensive  dis* 
iemination  of  tfie  Gospel  could  fiul  of  being  SQb*^ 


The  Bishop  of  GLOiraisTsa,  at  the  rsth  AuniYenaix  ef  iQ»  British 
#nd  Forugn  Bible  Society,  in  181d|  spoke  as  fbllows  :— 

.  ^  C^ipositioii  has  been  leriTed,  but  it  has  been  ably  and  decisiv)dy  de* 
ftated  Indeed,  hteta  haan  now  to  apeak.  We  find  many  examples  of  ihm 
pneeticalresuUsofdiasemmatiiw  the  pure  Word  of  God.  The  ctECulation  of 
tie  Psayer  Book  haa  not  been  teaaened ;  ithaa,  on  the  oontraiy  greatly  in. 
creased,  during  the  whole  period  smoe  the  formation  of  this  society--* 
sufiVsent  evidence  that  the  Estahliahed  C3burch  is  more  firmly  seated  ia 
MbetdEBtidoBM  of  the  countiy.  The  other  tendency  which  the  fiiends  of  our 
amMj  thoiu^  to  be  the  moat  probabla,  begins  to  appear  Theefiecte  o£ 
tito  Bible  are  becomiiig  daily  more  and  more  Tiable.  And  what  axe  these 
eflSbets?  The  drunkard  becomes  sober,  the  profligate  ehaste,  the  swearer 
fiMurs  an  oath.  May  the  God  of  the  Bible  grant  that  this  tendency  mar 
hicrease  yen  by  year  I  May  tibe  tune  come,  when  the  Word  of  God  shall 
he  in.  e?ery  heart  an.  iuianiiptiUft  seed,  which  shall  bloom  and  bhMwm  here», 
end  bring  forth  firuit  to  ererlasting  life  !** 


Th*ittithn«Btr  ef  the  fate  leesfahlu  Dr..  BMrrMTB„Bisnov  of  Lovdov, 
ete  thus  dellvexed  to  the  world,  in  great  part  asreccncdedby  the  Bishop  him- 
ed£  hi  his  lABs^  written  by  his  rdatiyeDr.Hedgw>n»0eaaaf  Ch(e8ter>.anA 
Becter  of  St  Geoige*s,  Hanover  Squase^ 

^  A  limitation  thus  absolute  and  unequivoeri,**  tub.  that  the  sole  anJ 
exclusive  object  of  the  Society  should  be  the  circulation  of  the  Seriptnrsa^ 
end  the  Scriptures  only,  without  note  or  comment  **  removed  from  the  Indiop*e 
mind  all  doubt  and  hesitation.  He  saw  instantly  that  a  desipi  of  such 
magnitude,  which  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  the  dispersion  of  the  BibUi 
over  every  accessible  part  of  the  worlds  eould  onJ^  be  aooomplishad  by  the 
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anodation  of  meu  of  all  religious  penuaaona.  He  looked  ftrward  to  great 
reaulta  from  such  a  combination  of  effort  He  entertained  the  hope,  that 
it  might  operate  as  a  bond  of  union  between  contending  parties ;  and  that 
by  bnnginff  them'  together  in  one  point  of  yaat  moment,  about  which  there 
could  hardlj  be  a  diversity  of  opinion,  it  might  graduallj  allay  that  bittcnr. 
niess  of  clispute,  and  put  an  end  to  those  unhappy  divisions,  which  have  s6 
long  tarnished  the  czedit  of  the  Christian  woild.  Whilst,  therefore,  wa 
remained  firmly  attached  to  the  original  sode^  (ibr  promoting  Christie 
Knowledge),  whose  exertions,  as  ftr  as  its  limited  sphere  allowed,  no  one  ever 
held  in  higher  estimation,  he  gave  at  the  same  time  the  sanction  of  his  name 
without  scruple  to  the  new  one  x  and  the  more  he  considered  its  jslyeet,  and 
the  longer  experience  he  had  of  the  spirit  and  principles  on  which  it  waa 
eonducted,  the  more  deeply  he  was  convinced  that  it  m^ted  all  the  support 
which  the  Church  of  England  could  ^ve  it. 

*^  It  is  now,"  he  observes  in  a  passage  which  strongly  msakB  his  senti- 
ments ;  ^  it  is  now  well  known  and  firmly  established,  and  has  completely 

^  triumphed  ovec  all  the  attempts  made  to  destroy  it    Non^  of  thoae  secret 

dari[  designs,  none  of  those  plots  and  conspiracies  to  subvert  the  Establish-  . 
ment,  and  devour  both  the  shepherds  and  their  flocks,  which  were  so 
confidently  predicted,  by  a  certain  set  of  mm,  as  the  inevitable  effect  of 
this  society,  have  yet  been  discovered  in  it    It  is,  in  fiu:t,  much  better 
employed.    It  goes  on  quietly  and  steadily  in  the  prosecution  of  its  great 

^  olgect,  and  p^ya  no  sort  of  re^rd  to  the  sneersand  cavils  of  its  intemperate 

opponents.** 

[  In  another  peasage,  written  at  a  ttiU  kter  date,  he  saya,  **That  |ie 

\  cannot  but  add,  in  Justice  to  this  society,  which  has  been  so  much  opposed, 

misrepresented,  and  traduced,  that  aU  the  important  works  in  which  it  has 
been  engaged,  have  been  carried  on  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  unanimity ; 
without  any  difference  of  opinion ;  without  the  slightest  s3rmptom  of  any 
hosttte  or  treacherous  design  agidnst  the  Church ;  and  without  any  other 

^  idea  upon  their  minds,  but  that  of  ext^ding  as  widely  as  possible  the 

'  knowlfiilge  of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  Bishops  of  Dvbham  and  Salis- 
BUST  attended  seveveral  of  their  meetings;  and  were  delighted  with  the 
decorum,  calmness,  and  good  temper,  with  which  their  proceedings  were 
conducted.  In  shortr  all  the  apprehennons  to  which  this  society  has  given 
rise,  are  now  fimnd  to  be  but  vain  terrors;  and  all  the  prophecies  of  tiie 
mischief  and  evil  that  would  result  from  it,  are  falsified  by  fiicta.  It  is  rising 
uniformly  in  reputation  and  credit ;  gaining  new  accessions  of  strength  ahd 
revenue ;  and  attaching  to  itself,  more  and  more,  the  apprebation  and  sup- 
port of  evexy  real  friend  to. the  Church  and  to  religion.'* 
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BRIEF  VIEW 

OF  THE 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Apbil,  1821. 


PBEsn>KKT«— Eight  Hon.  Lobo  Teiovmouvb. 


▼ICE-PRCSIDSKTS  : 


Rt  Hon.  Se  Moiit  Rcr.  Archbp.  of  Cashel. 
Rt  Hon.  &  Most  Rev.  Archbp.  of  Tuam. 
Hon.  &  Rt.  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Rt  ReT.  Lord  Bishop  «f  Chichester. 
R|.  Re?.  Lord  Bishop  of  St  David's. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbary. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
Hon.&  Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bp.  of  Gloacester. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Meath. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Kildare. 
Rt  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Deny. 
The  Very  Rev.  the  I>ean  of  Bristol/ 
Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Harrowby,  Plresidentof 
the  Council. 


Most  Noble  Marquess  of  Hastings,  Go- 
vernor-General of  India. 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Liverpool,  First  Lord  of 
thelYeasnryj&c. 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Ronmey. 

Rt  Hon.  Admiral  Lord  Gambier. 

Rt  Hon.  Lord  Headley. 

Rt  Hon.  Nicolas  Vansittart,  M.P.  Chain 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  &c. 

Rt  Hon.  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart 

His  Excellency  Sir  Gore  Ouseley,  Birt 

William  Wllberforce,  Esq.  MJ». 

Charles  Grant,  Esq. 

Thomas  Babington,  Esq. 


TREASU&EK, 

JoHK  Thorxtok,  Esq.  King's  Arms- Yard,  Coleman  Street. 

8ECU5TAHIE8  (gratis)  I 


Wbtt.  John  Owro,  M.A.  Reotor  of  Pagle- 

sham,  Essex. 
Rev.  Joseph  Hughes,  MA.  Battersea. 


Rev.  Charles  Fr.  Ad.  Sterokopff;i>.D«Mi. 
nister  of  the  German  Lutheran  Churclv 
Savoy,  London. 

Assistant  Sscrbtary  and  Accountant — Mr.  Joseph  Tarn. 
Assistant  Foreign  Sbcrbtart— Mr.  E.  F.  Roenneberg. 
Db»obitart—  Mr.  Richard  Cockle.  C01.LBCTOR— Mr.  Andiooy  Wagner. 


K.B.  //  is  requested  thai  all  Letters  to  the  President,  er  to  any  0/  the  offieers^ 
may  be  addressed  to  them  respectively  at  the  Society^s  House,  10,  Earl  Street^ 
Slach/riars,  London, 

PLAN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Tb«  Olgect  of  the  llritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is,  exdunydy,  to 
promote  the  drcuktion  of  the  holy  scriptures,  without  note  or  comment, 
both  %t  home  or  abroad.  By  a  fundamental  law  of  the  society,  the^copiea 
circulated  in  the  languages  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  to  be  those  of  the 
•ulhorifled  yersion  only. 

The  Constitution  of  the  society  admits  the  co-operation  of  all  penons  who 
are  disposed  to  concur  in  its  support. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  society  are  conducted  by  a  Committee,  consist^ 
kig  of  thirty-six  laymen,  six  of  whom  are  foreigners  residing  in  London  and 
its  vicinity :  half  of  the  remainder  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
and  the  other  half,  members  of  other  denoniinations  of  Christians. 

The  President)  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretaries,  are,  ex  effiei^ 
Members  of 'the  Committee;  and  every  clezgyman  or  dissenting  minister, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  society,  is  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meets 
ing9  of  the  Committee. 

One  guinea  aimually  oonatitutM  a  member ;  ■  ^^we  guincM  annually  » 
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Governor ;  ten  gixmeas  at  one  time,  a  life  Member;  fiftj  pounds,  a  life 
Goremor.    GoTemors  are  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  in  the  Committee. 

Members  are  entitled  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  lednoed 
prices,  to  fire  times  the  ammmt  of  their  anmiat  subscription ;— donors  of 
ten  guineas  being  dassed  wiih  annual  subsczibers  of  one  guinea ;  and  donocs 
of  fi^7  pounds,  with  those  of  five  guineas. 

N.B.  Auxiliiay  Societies  contributing  the  whola  of  their  limds  ^oeommtf 
expenses  excepted)  are  allowed  to  dniw  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  esta- 
msted  at  prime  cost,  to  half  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  contributed  :  their 
members  retaining  the  same  priT^ege  of  purchaong  Bibles  and  Testaments 
at  the  locqi  deposttoiT'  at  reduced  prices,  as  the  M^bera  of  the  Parent  So- 
ciety enjoy  fiom  the  London  depoatory.  The  AuxiUary  Societies  are  also 
entitled  to  purchase  with  the  fUnds,  and  on  behalf  of  Bible  Associationsi  any 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  at  prime  cost 

In  the  present  age,  no  drcumstanoe  claims  more  strongly  the  notice  and 
approbation  of  every  friend  to  Christianity,  than  the  aseal  displayed  for  the 
circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  and  the  finalities  proyided  for  the  acoom* 
plishment  of  this  object  Our  forefathers  have  long  been  honoured  with  the 
gratitude  they  deserve,  for  having,  at  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  laid  open 
those  heavenly  treasures  to  the  eyes  of  the  people.  Societies  were  subse- 
quently formed,  schools  were  founded,  and  other  r^ulations  adopted,  for 
promoting  this  desirable  work.  Little  however,  comparatively,  was  done 
towards  generalizing  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  till  within  the  last  fifty 
yean  ;  when  an  increased  attention  to  education  brought  the  minds  of  the 
common  people  more  extensively  into  cultivation,  and  multiplied  the  readen 
of  the  {Scriptures  to  a  degree  beyond  all  former  example.  To  this,  and 
other  causes  of  similar  operation,  may  be  ascribed  the  superior  estimation 
into  which  the  Scriptures  have  risen  of  late  yesxs,  and  the  strong  dispcaitioii 
which  has  been  manifested  to  promote  their  diffusion  and  reception  amonj^ 
all  ordera  of  society.  Ac  length,  an  expedient  waa  devised,  of  equal  simplt* 
city,  liberality,  and  wisdom,  for  acoomplishinff  this  purpose,  on  a  scale  whkh 
promises  eventually  to  comprdbend,  not  mere^  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
Empire,  or  the  popidation  of  Christendom,  but  the  whole  fiunily  of  man. 
This  expedient  was,  to  drcuUte  the  sacred  text,  upon  which  Christians  in 
general  are  agreed,  and  to  which  they  appeal  as  their  common  standard, 
without  human  interpretation,  criticism,  or  comment  The  proposition  wss 
acceded  to,  and  practically  adopted,  by  a  respectable  body,  consisting  of  mem- 
ben  firom  various  communions  of  professing  Christians  ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  public  patronage  and  support,  in  the  year  1804,  under  the  desig- 
nation of  ''  The  Briti!(h  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.** 

The  institution  was  regarded  wi&  considerable  interest  To  some  indeed 
it  appeared  so  doubtfiil  an  experiment,  that  they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
Ibo  jom  immediately  in  giving  it  the  trial ;  wlnle  others^  and  those  not  a  few, 
of  almost  every  persuasion,  saw  in  it  the  germ  of  Christian  concord  and 
social  haj^iness,  and  rallied  round  it,  as  a  standard  of  piety  and  peace  and 
pure  rel^ion. 

Lord  Teignmouth  accepted  the  appwntment  of  President ;  as  did  tb^ 
Bishops  of  London,  Ihurham,  Salisbury,  and  St  David*s,  together  with  cer. 
lain  lay-lords  and  ffentlemen  of  the  highest  character,  that  of  Y icB-Presi* 
dents.  Thus  constituted  and  patronised,  from  the  popularity  of  its  plan, 
and  the  exertions  of  its  conductors,  it  obtained  a  rapid  establishment  in  th^ 
world ;  and  may  be  ccmridered  as  almdy  possessing  a  larger  and  more 
efiicient  operation  than  vas  ever  acquired  in  so  ahoct  a  time  by  any  charitable 
institution* 

Upon  its  first  appearance  before  the  public,  Wales  and  Scotland  rivalled 
each  other  and  their  iUlow-christiums  in  Enigbod  by  the  promptitude  ^nd 
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libenlitjof  tiieir  luppoct.    Ireland  did  not  zematB  imintetnted  inthiastiife 

of  love;  but  iiuuiife«ked  as  strong  a  diapontion  as  iti  local  impedimenta 

wwild  alloir,  to  aid  in  promoting  so  glorioua  a  work.    The  oontinent  of 

[  iCuffope  fiblt  tiie  impulae  which  lioodon  had  excited ;  and  erinoed  the  effisets 

,  «f  it,  in  local  aaodationB  for  prosecuting  the  same  common  purpose,  after 

the  example  and  by  the  aid  of  the  Parent  Institution.    Asia  displayed  a 

,  similsr  qarlt ;  and  Calcutta  (vhere  certain  individuals 'finom  the  Baptist 

Society  had  made  a  most  auspicious  beginning  ki  the  work  of  translations) 

became  the  seat  of  a  Corresponding  Committee;  professins,  in  the  name,  and 

!  chiefly  by  the  ftinds  of  the  Society  in  London,  to  ud  and  encourage  tnnsbu. 

tiotts  of  the  Scriptures  into  all  the  vernacular  diideets  of  cbe  East,    lliis 

initiatory  measure  led  to  the  formation  of  '*  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  BiMe 

Sodety**— an  event  which  has  since  been  followed  by  the  establishment  of 

'  simakr  institutions  at  Bombay,  Madias,  Ceylon,  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Amboyna* 

At  Prince  of  Wale8*8  Island,  a  Branch  Sodety  has  been  regularly  constituted 

I  in  connexion  with  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Sodety,  which  has  also  received  con. 

I  stderable  aid  horn  Malacca.    America  caught  the  ssme  holy  ardour ;  and  a 

similar  union  of  Christians,  upon  kindred  prindples,  snd  with  the  same  olrject 

in  view,  was  speedily  witnessed  in  various  places  throughout  the  United 

fltsites;  to  many  of  wliicli,  in  proportion  as  they  became  Imown,  encourage* 

'  ment  and  asristance  were  liberally  afibrded. 

^  » In  order  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  Bri^uh  and  Foreign  Bibl* 

Society,  and  to  prognosticate  its  effed»  on  the  dvilijBed  world,  it  will  be 

neoessaiy  to  viewit  a  little  more  nearly,  and  to  enter  more  psrticiilariy  into 

'  the  details  of  its  present  vsst  and  incnavin^  magnitude. 

*  .The  centre  of  this  iastitnftion  is  in  London.    Its  component  parts  are 

I  chkAy  to  be  traced  in  AuxiUsry  Societies,  Branch  Societies,  snd  Bible  Aaso< 

'  ciations,  formed  under  its  encouragement,  and  (DonCributoiy  to  its  object,  in 

^  the  diiflR$rent  ooonties,  towns,  and  villages  of  Great  Britain ;  and  in  various 

'  stikiions'of  importance,  throughout  the  other  portions  of  the  world.     Itfc 

{  AilxiHary  and  Brandh  Societies  alone,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  already 

^  aSBOimt  to  630;  in  the  British  Dominions,  to  67S.— On  the  Continent  of 

^  Emwpe,  it  has  produced  kindred  institutions  of  great  activity,  and  operating 

^  under  tiie  highest  snd  most  respectable  patronage,  in  the  capitals  of  Prussia, 

Sweden,  Dennuok,  Russia,  the  United  Netherlands,  Wurtemberff,  Hanover, 

■  Saxony,  Fiance,  &c ;  in  the  principal  cantons  of  Switaeriand ;  together 

i^h  numerous  Branch  Societies,  and  minor  Associatians,  in  those  and  other 

European  countries.     In  Bfslte,  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  Athens,  Bible 

Societies  have  been  estabUshed.    In  Asia  it  also  possesses,  as  has  already  been 

sttted,  Auxiliaxies,  at  Smyrna,  Calcutta,  Bombay,  Madras,  Colombo,  Sumatra, 

and  In  New  South  Wales,  with  a  Brandr  Sodety  at  Van  Biemen*s  Land* 

The  societies  established  in  those  pbces  consist  of  individuals  of  difierent 

Chrfiitian  denominations,  many  of  them  eminent  for  piety,  learning,  and  sta- 

I  tion ;  and  they  are  honoured  with  the  countenance  and  support  of  tiie 

respe^ve  governments.    Through  tiiese  AaKidations,  and  the  instnimenta 

I  enfpwyed  under  their  direction  and  eneoungement,  the  Society  at  home  wUi 

1  be  enabled  to  contribute  considerably  towards  finrnishing  the  native  Cfaristiam 

in  India  (amounting  to  nearly  .a  mUHon)  with  Bibles;  tp  produce  correct 

versions  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  various- languages  of  the  £sst ;  and  to  open 

rhanmrii  for  their  circulation  amaw  millions  of  people^  who  mij^t  otherwise 

have  remained  utter  strangen  to  the  words  of  eternal  lifo.    In  Africa,  it  is 

chiefly  employed  in  distributing  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  fbmished  from  Its 

domaatiff  oepository :  but  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary  Sodeties  for  t^ 

Manritiusy  tfa^  Isle  of  Bourbon  and  dependencies ;  for  Sierra  Leone  and  its 

iritdmty  \  and  still  more  recenUy,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  under  the 

iiyinsdiate  patronage  of  the  re^ective  governors;  encourages  a  belief  thirt 
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inmethiiiff  more  extendve  aad  effeciual  wiU  be  done  for  enBghtooing  and 
ebristiftmzing  that  dark  and  degraded  portion  of  the  globe. 

In  America,  the  object  of  the  Society  is  prosecuted  by  the  Bible  Sode^^ 
of  Nova  Scotia,  at  Halifax,  with  thirteen  Brandi  Societies,  besides  those  of 
New  Brunswick,  Fictou,  Yarmouth,  and  Liverpool :  several  in  the  Canadas, 
at  Prince  £dwai>d*s  Island,  Berbice,  and  Honduras.  A  National  Society  has 
been  recently  established  under  the  title  of  ^^  The  American  Bible  Society,'^ 
to  which,  within  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  nearly  lOU  AuxiUariee  unitad 
themselves,  and  with  which  no  fewer  than  SS3  are  now  tonnected  ;  and  the 
total  number  of  Bible  Societies  within  the  United  SUtes  exceeds  2ti0,  all 
produced  by  the  example  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  acting  in 
harmony  with  it,  and  occasionally  aided  by  its  funds.  In  the  West  Indies, 
the  Auxiliary  Societies  of  the  British  Colonists  at  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and 
the  Bermudas,  with  those  of  the  People  of  Colour  at  Jamaica  and  Antigua, 
are  worthy  of  notice.  In  addition  to  these  regular  and  oiganized  bodies,  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  correspondents  both  among  the  Cleigy 
and  the  Laity,  in  difierent  parts  of  the  world,  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
its  designs,  by  dispendng,  at  its  expense,  the  sacred  ocacks  of  divine  irutl^ 
**  to  men  of  every  tfutian  under  heaven,** 

In  less  than  sixteen  years  it  has  issued  Three  MiUtene  of  copies  of  tii» 
Scriptures.  In  Enj^d,  it  has  printed  the  Scriptures,  or  parts  thoeof,  at  its 
own  expense,  in  the  English,  Welsh,  Gaelic,  Irish,  Manks,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  Italian5^  Dutch,  Danish,  German,  Ancient  and  Modem  Gre^, 
Hebrew,  Syriac,  Malay,  Arabic,  Ethiopic,  Esquimaux,  Mohawk,  and  Bul- 
]om  languages.  In  Europe,  it  has  hugely  aided  the  printing  of  them,  in  the 
French,  Italian,  Romanese,  German,  Bohemian,  Wendish,  Hungarian, 
Lithuanian,  Polish,  Danish,  Swedish,  Finnish.  lisponeee,  Icelandic,  Georgian, 
Samogitian,  Wallachian,  Tartar,  Turkish,  Calmuc,  Esthonian,  Lettonian, 
Armenian,  Slavonian,  and  Russian  languages.  In  Asia,  it  has  promoted,  by 
liberal  and  repeated  contributions,  the  translation  and  publication  of  them,  in 
Hindoostanee,  Bengalee,  Persian,  Arabic,  Mahmtta,  Malayalim,  Sanscrit, 
Chinese,  Telinga,  Tamul,  Malay,  Orissa,  Seik,  Burman,  Camatica,  and 
several  other  dialects.  The  result  of  these  operations  has  been,  that  many 
countries,  remotely  distant  from  each  other,  and  fVom  the  parent  source  of 
supply,  have  already  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  Soiptures  in  their 
respective  languages;  and  means  have  been  provided  for  insuring,  under  the 
auspices  of  Divine  Providence,  a  diffusion  ot  the  same  blessing  among  those 
nations  on  which  the  sun  of  Revelation  has  never  yet  risen.  t 

The  impressions  made  by  this  Catholic  institution  on  the  objects  of  its 
kindness  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  manifested  themselves  in  addresMS 
replete  with  expressions  of  the  most  genuine  pathos.  It  appears  impossible 
for  persons  not  enslaved  by  prejudice,  or  destitute  of  Christian  sensibility,  to 
read,  without  emotion,  the  foreign  communications  which  enrich  the  Society'k 
Annual  Reports.  To  receive  acknowfedgments  for  the  best  of  all  gifts,  from 
persons  of  every  language  and  communion,  on  continents  and  islands,  whe* 
ther  kindred  or  aliens,  bond  or  free,  friends  or  enemies, — and  those  acknow- 
Isdgments  conveyed  in  the  language  of  thdr  hearts,  and  written  in  their 
tears,— is  a  felicity  which  no  words  can  adequately  express. 

After  presenting  this  Sketch  of  the  institution,  anything  like  a  formal  ap- 
peal, on  its  behalf  to  the  liberality  of  the  public,  would  be  superfluous. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  society  is  engaged  in  promoting  the  transhu 
tion,  printing,  or  distribution  of  veraons  of  the  Scriptures,  in  One  'Hnndred 
emd  ThirtyAwo  different  languages  and  dialects ;  that  it  stands  pledged  to  aid 
the  several  Bible  Societies  already  fbrmed,  and  still  fivrming,  m  different 
parUofthewmrld;  and  that,  afler  iMumg  nearly  T^fMJiilliow  of  oo|nei  of 
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«h«  Scripluret,  and  expending  more  thim  Ifhu  Ihmibred  Tktmamd  Pnmdn^ 

the  demands  upon  its  services  appear  rather  to  have  increased  than  dimi* 
nished  ,*— when  these  circumstances,  together  with  the  simplicity  of  its  prin- 
dple,  the  Catholicism  of  its  spirit,  and  the  correctness  of  its  proceedings,  are 
deliberately  considered,  no  additional  motive  can  be  wanted  to  stimulate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  Empire  to  promote,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  the  interests  of  an  Institution,  which  promises,  if  liberally  and  e&telu 
aively  supported,  to  become  a  bUiting  to  thewkoU  eartk. 


No.  VI. 
COMPENDIUM 

OF   THE 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


Apjul,  1891. 


AUXXLIAaT  AKD  BRANCH  SOCISTIES 
IK  THE  BRITISH  DOMIKIOKS,  IW. 
CLUniKO  THOSE  IK  COKKEXIOK 
WITH  THE  HIBERKIAK  BIBLE 
so  CIETY : 

Auxiliaries 305 

Branches        3^7 

Total    .    .    .    C7« 

BIBLE  SOCIETIES  AIDED  BT  THE  BRI. 

TISH  AKD  rOREIOK  BIBLE  SOCIETY : 
Europe,  luUtntad 

1.  BAsle     \ 1804 

8.  Zurich 18li 

3.  ChuT 1813 

4.  SchafiPhausen     ....    1813 

5.  St.Gall 1813 

6.  Aargovian 1815 

7.  Bern. 

8.  Lausanne 1814 

9.  Genera 1814 

10.  NeufchAtel 181() 

U.  Waldenses,  atLaTour   .     1816 
IS.  Glarus 1819 

13.  Hungarian,  at  Presbui^  .    1812 

14.  Kcenigsfeld 1816 

15.  Wurtemberg,  at  Stutou^t  181 S 
with  Branches  at  Tuebingen, 
Haidenhelm,  &c 

16.  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  .     1890 

17.  Strssbuiv 1815 

18-  Hesse  iSurmstadt    .    .    .     1817 

comprehending,  among  other  Auxi- 
liaries, those  preriou^j  formed  at 
Michaelstadt,  in  the  Oldenwald, 
and  at  Worms,  and  anatcr  iaafei* 
tution  at  GisMCiu 
19.  Vawx lilt  V 


lasUtaUd 
.  1818 
.  I80S 
.  1816 
.  1816 
.  1816 
1814 


80.  Hesse  Cassel     '• 
21.  Ratisbon 
28.  Hesse-Hombuig 
93.  Nassau,  Duchjr  . 

24.  Frankfort      .    . 

25.  Berg,  at  Elberfeld 
with  Auxiliaiy  Societies  at  SoUn. 
gen,  &c  and  Bible  Associations  in 
the  Manufiurtories. 

26.  Cologne 1814 

27.  Kreutznach  ....".     1816 

28.  New.WiedAWiedRunckel,]8l6 

29.  Waldeck  and  Pjrrmont    .     1817 

30.  lippe-Betmold  .    .    -    .    1816 
31*  Hanover 1814 

with  Auxiliary  Societies  at  Ona* 
buTv,  Aurich,  and  Bueckebui^. 

32.  Gottingen 1818 

33.  Hildesheim 1818 

34.  Bremen 181S 

with  an  Auxiliary  at  Vegesad:. 

35.  Hambro-Altona      .     .    .     1814 

36.  Luebeck  (City  of)  •     •    .     1814 

37.  Eutin,  for  the  Principality 

ofLuebeck.  ^  .  .  .  1817 
38>  Pomerania  and  Rtkgen,  at 

Stralsund 1815 

3P.  Lauenburg-Ratxebuig     .    1816 

40.  Mecklenbuig-Schweru    .    1816 

41.  Rostock 1816 

42.  Brunswick 1815 

43.  Berlin 1805 

44.  Prussian 1814 

with  thirty-cd^t  Auzfliary  Societies 
at  Potsdam,I>Dmtziff,  Memel,Po6en» 
Hal|a,Magdebuig,BreaLatt,  Wesel, 
CUrve,  Stettin,  Stralsund,  and 
oUieypbwes. 
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49.  KcBiugsbeig,  1919;  enteged  1815 
415.  Thuriiiglaii,  at  Erfiirt.    •    1814 

47.  WetidaT 1819 

48.  Eichafeld 1815 

Hith    an     Amdliaiy    Boaety   at 

'   Koidhauieii. 

40.  £iaeiiach 1818 

50.  Anhalt  Koethen      .    .    .    1818 

51.  Saxon  Bible  Society  .  .  1814 
and  Auxiliaries  in  Leipsicy  Heim- 
hut,&c. 

59.  Icelandic  Bible  Society    .     1815 

53.  Russian,  at  St.Petersbuivfa,  18i3 
with  its  196  Auxiliaries  at  Moscow, 
Borpat,  Mittau,  Riga,  B«vel, 
Yaroslaff,  Arensbui^,  Irkutsk, 
Voronex,  Vladimir,  Kamei^tz- 
Podolsk,  Theodosia,  Tula,  Sym- 
pheropol,  Odessa,  Cronstadt,  WU- 
na,  Moj^le^  Mltepsk,  Grodse, 
Minsk,  Kostroma,  Pscow,  Fensa, 
Charkow,  Saratow,  Simbirsk,  Re- 
san,  Taganroff,  Bialastock,  Tcher- 
kpsk,  Wiatka,Kiew,  Pemau,Twer, 
]^asan,  Krasnojarsk,  Tiflis,  Kursk, 
Orlow,  Bessarabia,  Tambow,  Perm, 
Nischnenovogorod,  Poltawa,  Is- 
chewsky,  and  other  places : 

Theu  have  undertaken  the  printing  of  the 

Scripture*,  in  the  Twenty •thsee  foUowing 

iangoages  and  Dialects  :•— 
ea^muc ;  tlie  Gospel*  of  St.  M.atthew  and  $t. 
Jolin,  In^hich  laiiKuage  the  Scriptnreh 

vece  never  printed  before. 
B^riat  MoosoUan  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew 

and  St.  John. 
Jl^raienian  Bibles  and  Testament*. 
Finnish  B  bles  and  Tesiaments,  for  the  ufs 

of  the  Finnish  tnhabiunu  in  the  Gorcm- 

ment  of  St.  Petershui|p. 
German  Biolesand  Testaments. 
Ditto  Testaments,  raiholicteraion. 
I'Oiish  Bibles  and  New  Testaments. 
French  Bibles  and  Testaments. 
Slavonian  Bibtea  andTeetamenta. 
lK>rpavian-E*ihoniaa  leKamentf. 
Revalian-Estbonidn  i'eelamettts. 
I^tronian.or  Lettish  Testaments. 
Persian  Testamenis. 
Girorf  ian  Testaments. 
Samogitian  1  estaments. 
Antient  Greek  Bibles. 
Modern  Qn.*'k.  Testamenla^ 
Moldavian  Bibles  and  Tesumenta. 
TkrtarTeataments,6ospels,'and  Htalter«,flcc. 
Modem  Russian  and  Slavonian  Gospels  and 

Acts,  in  two  cblunins. 
l>irkish  Armenian  New  TeatamenU. 
Tschuwash  Four  Gospels. 
Cardian  Gospel  of  Matthew. 

54.  Finnish,  at  Abo,  lei  8;  with  Auxi- 
liaries at  Kuopio,  Uleaborg,  ^or- 
naboi^,  Wasa,  Tavastehns,  Boxgo, 
and  Wiborg. 

&5.  Swedish,  1809;  enlarged  1814; 
with  its  Auxiliaries  at  Gothenburg, 
Westeras,  Wisby,  Lund,  Upsala, 
Askersund,  Hempsand,  Skara, 
Carlstadt,  Wexio;  Carlscrona, 
linkoping,  aqdCfdmar.' 


56.  KttrwegiaB tBW^ 

67.  Deni^  1814;  with  AnxlHaries  at 
Odensee,  Aalbox^,  Kioge,  I^ywig" 
bye,  Friederieea. 

58.  Sleswick-Holstein;  1815;  witll 
Auxiliaries  at  Flensbuig,  MeklcM-f^ 
Kiel,I^oen,Tonderen,  £e.,  Husiun, 
Hadersleben,  Apenrade,  Odden* 
bui^,  &c :,  in  all,  118  Auxiliaries. 

59-  RendsbuTg 1017 

60.  Polish,  at  Warsaw   .    .    .  18IG 

61.  Netherlands*  Bible  Society;  com^ 
nrehending,    among    others,    tho 
xbUowing  (tistricts;   viz.  Amster- 
dam,   Rotterdam,    The    Ha«e» 
Enkhuysen,   Utretcht,    Haertena, 
Leyden,  Axnheim,  Dordt,  A^sen, 
Ylaerdingen,    Oroningen,    Delft, 
Leeu  warden,' Middleburg,  ToUen* 
hoven.     Goes,  '  Schiedajoi;     Oad 
Beyerland,     Zutphen,    Alkmaar^ 
Maassluys,   Gorcum,   Hill^ndis^ 
berg,  ZwoU,  Zirczee,  Zalt  Bom. 
mel,  Breda,  Amersfoort,  Nimegueii» 
Bleigswick,    Campen,    Deventer, 
Edam,  Putten,  Tholen,  ZaanhCnd 
den  Briel,  Goada,  Schoonhoven, 
Heusden,     Nykerk,     CuZenboig^ 
Jisselstein,  Medemblick. 

62.  Malta \%\% 

63.  Paris  Protestant,  1818;  with 
Auxiliaries  at  Nismes,  LAroehell^^ 
Bordeaux,    Toulouse,    Tonniens. 

64.  Montauban'   .....  18i7 

65.  Ionian,  at  CorCu^  1»19;  witb 
Auxiliaries  at  Cephalonia,  Zante, 
Ithaca,  and  Paxos. 

66.  Athehs 1819 

Asia. 

1.  Calcutta,  1814;  with  Branches  at 
Malacca,  and  Prince  of  Wale8*3 
Island. 

8.  Colombo  (in  Island  ofCeylon)]  8 1  f 

3.  Bombay 1813 

4.  Sumatra,  at  Fort  MariboroMSia 

5.  New  S.  Wales,  with  Branch 

at  Tan  Deimen's  land    .    1811 

6.  Java 1814 

7.  Amboyna 1815 

8.  Sm3rraa 181^ 

9.  Astrachan 18i& 

10.  Tobolsk 1817 

11.  Madras    .    .    .    ^    .    .    I8S0 

jifiiea. 

1 .  Mauritius  &  Bourbon,  Isl.  of,  1 8 1 3 

2.  Caledon  .......    IBIS 

3.  Sierra  Leone  .  •  .  •  .    ;    .  -18l« 

4 .  CUpe  of  Good  Hope  .    .    .     18«0 
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JmeHca  and  Wtti  Ttidies, 
AmericiiiNATioKALrKewYiark,  1816 
▲boat  TWO  axjKoaBD  mxh  sixty  exist 
in   tlM   ^fdied  Stateti  (of  which 
883  ore  Auxiliaxy  to  the  National 
Society)  several  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  ahove,  hare  been  aided  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
Komt  Scotia,  at  HaMfiuL     .    .     1813 
with  Branch  Societies ;  viz.  Anna- 
palls,     Ant^onishe,    Barrington, 
Douglas,     Chester,      Comwallis, 
Cumberland,  Hampshire,  Horton, 
Londonderry,  Parrsborough,  Dor- 
chester, Sheibume,  Truro. 


Instituted 

Pictou 1813 

YanrioUthand  Aigyle  .     .     .  181^ 

Liverpool i^x't 

Prince  Kdward*s  Island      .    .  \%\i 

Quebec \^\^ 

Niagara      .     .    .^.    .    .    .  igiC 
Upper.Canada  MidlandDistrict,  1 8 1 1 

Berbice  .........  isiq 

Hondunto igi^ 

Jamaica ;  People  of  Cobur     .  1 813 

Antigua jgis 

Barbadoes  ...,..,  1818 

Bermudas   ....     ,     .    ,  1819 

New  Brunswick  .    .     .  *.    •  1830 


EDITIONS  printed  for  the  SoeUty,  previoutfy  to  March  31,  1881. 


Eogiisb,ywioiu  edits. 

^elsh 

Oaclia 

Irish 

Haaku 

French 

Spanish 

Portugnese., 

Itahan 

Dutch 


fiebrew . , 
Swedish  . 
German.. 


Bible*. 

1145,961 

60,397 

38400 

5.000 

5,000 

18,000 

5000 

10^ 
860 
500 

8^000 


Teitaments. 
..1,038/80 
..  104»953 
..  43,700 
..  17,801 
3,560 

..    %\jm 

..  35,000 

..  30^000 

..  19,000 

. .  15,000 

..    )o/)eo 

3700 

600 

..     38,000 


Bibles.  Ttstsments. 

Do.  Hebrew  Charac.      —  ..     1,600 

OreeiiAntient&  Mod.    **•  ..  13,000 

Greek,  Modem  ....       —  . .  10,000 

Arabic 1.450  ..     5|000 

Arabic  Psalter. . .  .     3,000  ..        — 

^ac —  ..     6,000 

Esqaimanz ^  1,000 

MoUwk,SUohA*sQoa.    —  ..     9,000 

Ethiopic  Psalter 3,100..        — 

fmrck  and  English.       —  ..     5/K)0 

Mahiy —  ..  10,800 

Malay^inArabicChMnHit—  ..  10,00(1 

Turkish ^  ..     5,000 

Hindoostanee —  ..     h/m 


ISSUES  OF  BIBLES,  &c. 

ftom  March  7.  1804,  to  Sept  17, 1805,  none  were 

MwMd  I  the  UnlTertities  not  hsTlng  completed  their 

suir«<iTvpce4iilom.  ' 

Tnm  Sept  17,  1805,  to  Mar.Sl.  1808,  (^4  ^mrt) . 

JUr.  JJ,  1808,  to  Mar. 96, 1809.  (I  |5ar)... 

Mar.  «,  1809,  to  Feb.  16,  18lO.{««Wy9«ip. 

F«b,  16, 1810,  toMar.26,  181 !,  ( J3  m&ntAi) 

M«r.i6,1811,  to  Feb.  91,  mj,{]lmonth$) 

Feb-  2h  1819,  to  Dea*,  18l^J,  flU  mt^f)M#) 

Dec  ^1, 1819,  to  Ma^.  31,  I8t  J.  1 1|  ^«r).. 

Mar  ,11, 1816,  to  Mar.  31, 18 »7,  h  Imf).. . 
Mar  II,  1817,  io  Mar.  31, 1818.  t  lear). . . 
Mnr  31, 1818,  to  Mar.  31, 181^.  (I  ye^r), . . 
M»r.  31, 1819^  t«  Mar. »,  18*^),  1  «Asr). . . 
Mftr.  31, 1890,  to  Mar.  31, 182 i,  (I  ^^r). . . 

TsiWissaed  in  Great  Britain  ml5|  yearn 

Pto«kai«dl  alid  iMoed  for  the  Society  dn  the  Con- 7 
tinert  of  Biirbpe 5 


Bibles. 

16,644 

35,910 

18,663 

g,609 

56,690 

dl,3?9 

167,890 

196,156 

138,168 

99,389 

89/96 

1167^ 
104,898 

rettamcato. 

64413 

4]|363 

45306 

69,009 

70,733 

131,961 

186,349 

138776 

110,068 

I0&83 

104,306 

T96784 

141,108 

1^,139 

TomL 
8U6r 

iH 

909,580 
353,560 
349^938 

m 

366,883 
346>96r 

1,179,363 
97,905 

1,466,986 
468,195 

1^63^,348 
665/3P 

1,976,467 

hnbjm 

a^l,9W 

673,830 

797,900 

1^1,790 

TOTAL  iianed  on  attsowt  of  tha  Society 

Priniteif  by  Societies  in  connexioo  with  die  British  ) 
and  ForeigB  Bible  Society J 

^  NA.  la  aadilioDfotfie  abore,  Oe  Society  has  granted  abonf  85,000/.  for  disCriboi. 
mg,  by  Societies  and  confidentud  Agents,  in  varioas  parts  of  the  Contbent,  Biblesand 
Testaments  in  theP^reneh,  Oerman,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Languages:  the  number  of 
j^^amno*  be  ascertained  exactly,  bat  may  ba  iairiyM&wSed  at  ovwarda  of 
9«»AN»BibleaaDd1Wtamentfi  ^ 


m 


Ajtnvvtx,  No.  VIIJ 


SXPSVDITOUU 


Fixvt  Tear  .....  691  10  S     Tenth  Yen  .... 

Second  Year  ...»  1,637  17  5     Eleyenth  Year  •  .  . 

Third  Year 5,053  18  S     Twelfth  Year   .  .  . 

Fourth  Year.  .  •  .  19,806  ip  3     Thirteenth  Year .  < 

Fifth  Year 14,565  19  7     Fourteenth  Year  . 

SUth  Year U^4$  17  1     Fifteenth  Year   . 

Seventh  Year  .  .  .  88,303  IS  7  |  Sixteenth  Year    . 

Eighth  Year  ....  83,419  19  7  I  Seventeenth  Year 

JJinth  Year   ....  69,496  13  8  I                                                         ' 

Total,  fimn  the  Conunencement  of  the  Institution  .  £.  908,948  10    6 


£.       9.  d. 

84,659  I  t 

81,091  19 
103,680  18 

89,930  9 

71,099  1 

99,937  1 
193,847  19 

79^60  13 


No.  VII. 


THE  ABYANTAGES 
or 

DISTRIBUTING  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTtJRES 

AMONQ  THE  LOWER  ORDERS  OF  SOCIETY,  CHIEFLY  BY 
THEIR  OWN  AGENCY. 


iWfitim  fly  tkg  Ret.  W.  Dxaltkt.) 


Whoctxk  U  acquainted  with  the  hiatoij  of  the  Refimnatiott,  eaoaot 
ftil  to  have  obaerved  the  extreme  anxiety  displayed  hjour  Maityrs  and 
Refbrmera  for  the  free  dxculation  of  the  Bible.  The  same  feeling  haa  been 
ibund  to  animate  wise  and  good  men  in  every  age,  amee  the  promul^* 
tion  of  the  Gospel :  and  some  of  the  charitable  inatttutiona  which  have 
arisen  in  modem  times,  hold  out  the  pleasing  assurance,  that  this  Chxistiaa 
principle  still  survives ;  that  many  are  still  emulous  to  follow  the  example 
before  them,  and  are  in  some  degree  influenced  by  the  ^irit  of  those  who 
liave  lonff  since  gone  to  the  resting-^laoe  of  the  just 

One  OT  the  most  important  and  effective  institutions  which  the  world  has 
ever  seen,  is  the  Britiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Its  means  are  great, 
but  its  prqjects  are  magnificent.  It  proposes  to  do  nothing  less  than  to 
difftise  the  Uessings  of  Revelation  to  all  men.  Its  operations  must  be  con. 
•idered  in  a  two-fdd  view  t  as  a  British  Society,  it  directs  its  first  regards 
to  the  wants  at  home ;  and  as  a  Foreign  Society,  it  encourages  the  re-print. 
iug  and  dinemination  of  acknowled^  versions  where  they  alr»idy  exist, 
and  promotes  translations,  and  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  where  the;y 
are  wholly  unknown. 

The  efforts  and  utility  of  sudi  an  institution  can  be  limited  only  by  its 
means :  and  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  its  ftinds,  will  it  extend 
the  empire  of  knowledge  and  of  truth.  The  assistance  which  has  been 
afforded  by  Auxiliary  Societiea  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  can  hardly  be 
esthnated  at  too  high  a  rate.  By  calling  the  attention  of  the  opulent  to 
the  want  of  Bibles  in  their  own  vicinity,  they  have  contributed  very  easen- 
tiaUy  to  the  benefit  of  thousands,  who  might  otherwise  have  remained  in 
ignorance;  and  by  aiding  the  fimds  of  the  Parent  Institution,  they  have 
enabled  it  to  carry  on  its  foreign  operations  with  great  and  increaaing  sue 
eess.  Many  are  the  prayers  which  have  ascended  from  distant  lands  on 
Mialf  of  their  benefaotors  in  Britain ;  and  many  are  the  "^^"g*  which 
have  been  invoked  on  their  heada. 
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That «  prvrject  of  Hub  gpodJike  tendracy,  so  fuU  of  inercy,  and  so  atnmdant 
i»  rewBvi,  should  be  chocked  or  narrowed  hj  the  want  of  re^oiuoei,  is  a 
'cixcumstanee  de^lj  to  be  lamented*  Yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  tham 
tkal  the  efforts  alieadj  made,  however  glorious,  and  however  unexampled, 
«re  not  oommeosurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  case.  Here  is  a  world  in 
ignonnee  i  a  world  to  be  enlightened  and  evangelized  I  To  the  reflectuig 
mind  it  must  be  obvious,  that  a  plan,  which  shall  at  the  same  time  adequately 
flupply  the  demands  at  home,  and  effectually  meet  the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  those  myriads  of  human  beings,  who,  in  other  lands,  sufil^r  *'a  (amine  of 
ahe  Word  of  the  JLord,"  must  be  supported  by  more  general  interest,  or 
aided  by^  moie  extensive  means. 

To  cem(defee  the  system  which  has  commenced  and  been  conducted,  with 
auch  happy  results,  no  measure  seems  to  have  occurred  of  such  reasonable 
promise  as  Bible  Associations.  The  contributors  to  the  Parent  Institution, 
«nd  to  its  Auxiliaries  and  Branches  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  consist 
in  ^ecal  of  that  class  of  persons  who  are  somewhat  elevated  m  the  soile  of 
society.  It  is  the  olject  of  Bible  Associations  to  bring  into  acUon  abo  the 
ooorer  classes ;  to  collect  subscriptions,  not  merely  from  the  opulent,  but 
likewise  from  that  huve  body  of  the  people,  who  are  unable  to  give  mud^ 
and  yet  are  not  unwilhng  to  give  a  little.  If  the  number  of  contributors  ba 
«xeat,  the  accumulation  even  of  small  sums  will  not  be  contemptible;  and 
it  may  be  presumed,  that  most  persons  who  are  not  absolutely  in  the  lowest 
walks  of  life,  can  afford  a  subscription  of  a  penny  a  week. 

In  illustration  of  the  system,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  ii4nle  the 
Committees  of  such  Associations  are  formed  from  the  contributors  them- 
aelves,  yet  the  stimulus  must  be  afforded  by  others.  On  the  formation  of 
•n  Auxiliary  or  Branch  Society,  the  members  of  the  Committee  (under  the 
designation  of  District  Committees)  should  select  certain  districts  for  their 
own  more  immediate  exertions,  and  endeavour  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
the  poorer  classes  to  the  importance  of  rendering  whatever  aid  they  caa 
afibrd.  It  would  be  expedient  to  appoint  a  numerous  -Committee  for  each 
Association,  in  order  that  a  greater  interest  may  be  excited,  and  that  th« 
wants  of  the  poor  may  be  more  accurately  known.  The  members  of  the 
Biatrict  Committees  should  also  regularly  sit  with  the  Committees  of  Bible 
Aasodations.  A  proper  direction  will  thus  be  given  to  their  efforts;  a 
eimilaniy  of  system  will  he  maintained ;  and  the  Parent  Society,  with  al| 
Its  auxiiiaiiea  and  dependenciea,  wiU  thus  present  a  perfect  whole,  cor« 
caapondent  in  plan  and  united  in  bannony  i  a  Qoble  &bric,  in  which  all  the 
parts  are  combined  at  once  for  beauty  and  for  strength ;  whose  foundations 
are  laid  deep  in  the  ground,  but  its  piUaza  axe  seen  from  afar,  and  ita 
turrets  sparkle  in  the  sUies.  ^ 

4  As  the  olgect  and  tendency  of  tiie  measure  here  recommended  is  t^ 
promote  the  widest  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  excite  the  greatest 
attention  to  them,  through  the  whole  masss  of  the  community,  it  may 
aeem  almost  superfluous  to  enlaige  upon  the  benefits  which  must  result 
from  its  adoption.  In  a  land  professing  to  be  Christian,  where  is  the  man 
whe  would  arrest  the  free  streams  of  heavenly  mercy  ?  Where  is  the  man 
who  would  not  rather  rejoice  to  behold  every  mpund  and  barrier  swept 
away  by  the  ample  tide  ?— to  see  the  liberal  current  **  overflow  and  paaa 
oiver**  in  all  its  rich  and  fertilizing  influence  ?  that  the  soil  which  has 
hitherto  been  parched  and  unfruitful,  or  '*  fertile  only  to  its  own  disgrace,*' 
nay  smile  in  new  attraction,  and  cheer  the  eye  with  strange  luxuriance^ 

If;  in  these  awfrd  times,*  we  conceive  ourselves  to  be  placed  on  an 
aminenee,  from  which  we  may  contemplate  the  ever-varying  scenes  which 


**  This  was  written  when  a  desolating  war  prevailed  on  the  continant  of  Europe. 
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ore  flitfing  anmnd  na,  how  melaacholy  ib  the  proBped  I    Tbe  Imb  of  aatuiw 
indeed  continuefl  the  saniA ;  the  works  of  creatioD  still  teflecft  ^  i  '  ~ 
ind  goodness  of  the  Creator ;  seed-tune  and  harvest*  and  no 

winter,  acknowledge  iheir  appointed  course ;  the  earth  expands  her  I 

to  the  da/,  and  the  lights  or  heaven  still  rise  and  descend,  ohedint  to  tkm 
will  Uiat  formed  them.  But  the  moral  world  is  thrown  into  rnmnilsiiwiii  j 
the  image  of  God  is  de&ced ;  the  impress  of  the  Divine  Hand  seems  to  he 
almost  obliterated ;  and  the  best  and  chiefest  of  his  woiks— ftr  the  eafce  of 
which  this  fidr  arid  fertile  earth  is  commanded  to  yield  her  increase,  and 
the  lights  of  heaven  to  travel  on  their  destined  way--presents  Utile  d«B 
than  uie  fragments  of  a  mighty  wrecks  Public  principle  has  been  violated^ 
public  order  inverted :  the  fury  of  the  nations  has  shaken^  eyen  to  their 
bsbe,  the  pillars  of  civilized  society,  and  the  stately  edifice  itself  seemk 
tottering  to  its  fkll. 

These  are  scenes  at  which  wise  men  are  confounded,  and  good  men  turn 
pale.  Nor  will  the  considerate  mind  be  much  eased  of  its  anzie^,  bf 
tntning  to  the  occurrences  of  private  life,  especially  among  the  ignonait 
Mid  uninstructed.  In  poverty  there  is  notiiing  which  necessarily  tends  U> 
debase  the  character.  Many  have  *'  wandered  about  in  sheep^skins  and 
goat-skins,  being  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy:''  **  the  Son  of  Man"  had  "  not  where  to  ky  his  heads'*— bul 
Who  can  dwell,  without  emotion,  upon  the  wretched  state  of  the  untutored 
and  irreligious  poor  P  It  is  here  that  we  see  human..nature  in  its  lowest 
condition,  degraded  and  sunk  in  shame.  We  behold  a  creature  fenned  after 
the  Divine  resemblance,  but  without  one  feature  remaining  to  indicate  his 
heavenly  origin.  For  him  there  exists  no  reciprocal  charify,  no  real  uaiott 
of  afiection,  no  Christian  sentiment  of  mutual  regard.  To  these  feeBnga 
he  is  unable  to  rise ;  he  knows  them  not,  neither  does  he  desire  to  know 
tiiem.  That  state  whidi  was  intended  by  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,  to  add,  above  all  earthly  means,  to  the  happiness  of  man,  b^ 
the  society  of  one  who  should  be  at  the  same  time  the  ornament  and  t&e 
Uesffli^  of  social  life,  presents  little  dse  than  the  spectacle  of  crusty  and 
of  suffering.  The  wickedness  of  the  parent  is  resected  in  his  offi^pring* 
Scarcely  has  the  infent  tongue  learned  to  articulate,  before  it  be^bis  to 
Uaspheme  its  Maker.  The  hmguage  of  cursing  and  reviling  is  there;  send 
those  who  ought  to  be  the  pledges  dr  affection,  contribute  only  to  exasperate 
evil,  and  accumulate  misery,— 4he  scandal  of  their  neighbours,  and  the 
diagraoe  of  their  kind ;  without  comfert  in  this  worid,  and  without  hope  fer 
fhenext. 

•Many  are  the  evMs,  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature,  to  which  humin 
legvdatinn  can  apply  no  remedy :  they  are  to  be  removed  by  that  inihience 
alone  which  can  readi  tlie  heart;  by  those  sacred  prindples,  which  are 
developed  and  enferced  in  the  rdccnrds  oi  unerring  wisdom.  The  Scriptural 
have  ev«r  been  acknowledged,  by  good  men,  as  the  best  foundation  of  morals » 
and  those  who  labour  to  give  them  general  circulation,  and  to  ^rntg  a 
general  interest  fer  th^  perusal  of  them  throughout  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  must  be  considmd  as  rendoing"  no  common  service,  both  to  indi* 
viduals  and  their  Oountry. 

Let  it  be  granted,  that  by  any  means  the  holy  scriptures  are  perused  with 
dil^^enoe  by«very  poor  man  who  is  able  to  read  them; — ^What  woiddbethe  oon« 
sequence  ?  Is  it  too  much  to  hope,  that  the  noise  of  tumult  and  disonier 
mi^be  hushed  in  p#ace?  that  men  may  be  taught  to  fear  God  and  fe» 
honour  the  kuiff— te  dto  unto  others  as  they  widi  that  othcn  should  do  unto 
them—and  to  i&chatge  with  fidMit;y  all  the.  duties  and  lekt&ons  of  lifer 
Ie4t-att  unreasonable  eocpectation,  that  husbands  mav  learn  to  cherish  their 
wives  and  to  love  their  children ;  that  woman  may  nae  to  her  just  elevatioii 
and  legitimate  influeneS;  and  that  the  virtues  of  the  parents  may  shine 
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tethin  their  olRipniig  ?  If  the  bkfldxigi  of  Chiisfeiaiii^  sho) 
to  all,  aeeofding  to  the  meamue  in  which  they  ue  eiyoyed 
would  this  worUr  of  somiw  and  of  pain  be  conTerted  in* 
kMTdn !  Should  we  refca:  to  past  experience,  there  is  no  A 
than  that  the  religbua  and  moral  state  of  erery  country 
wthnatfi!  by  the  fiudlity  of  procuring  Bibles,  and  the  '**' 


Appeal  to  a  Ghristian,  in  any  age  and  in  any  country,  and  ask  him  whet  I 
is  the  greatest  benefit  which  one  child  of  mortality  can  confer  upon  another.  I 
Will  he  not  refer  you  to  the  Bible?  He  will  tell  you,  that  the  streams  of 
charity  may  indeed  flow  in  ten  thousand  channels,  and  that  they  will  not 
fell  to  convey  Uttongs  whererer  their  course  can  be  dfarected;  but  that  the 
leeordsof  heaven  are  calculated,  above  all  other  means,  to  meet  the  wanto 
and  to  «iinilnUli  the  sufierings  of  man ;  to  point  out  to  hiin  his  condition ; 
to  point  out  also  to  him  his  privileges ;  to  improve  his  state,  and  to  brighten 
his  prospects ;  to  impart  consolation  as  he  proceeds  on  Ins  earthly  pilgiin- 
age;  and  to  cheer  his  last  hoorsi  even  in  the  agonies  of  dissolving  nature, 
with  a  hope  fiill  of  unmortaiity.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  very  touch  of  the 
inured  volume  had  power  to  communicate  new  feelings,  and  to  kindle 
new  desires;  to  elevate  the  standard  of  principle,  and  to  raise  the  tone  of 
BMorals ;  to  purify  the  springs  of  domestic  happiness,  to  tame  the  flexoensM  * 
of  the  passions,  to  civiUze  manners,  to  bind  in  harmony  the  various  ^  menu 
ben  of  the  embodied  stute  ;**  and  to  giire  to  the  femiiy  on  earth  some 
Meembhmce  to  the  femiiy  above,  fvheiiever  Christianity  has  been  per- 
nitted  towalkferth  in  the  native  mifjesty  of  her  form  and  the  loveliness  ef 
her  character,  a  blessed  influence  has  travelled  by  her  side.  Her  dutfmb 
hscve  fixed  the  regards  of  lisping  infency  and  of  hoaiy  ag&  The  mouth 
which  was  once  ^^fUli  of  cundng,  deceit,  and  jfhiud,**  has  learned  to  utter 
the  language  of  staicerity  and  praise.  The  feet  which  were  **  swift  to  shed 
blood,**  have  run  with  alacrity  in  the  way  of  Goi>*s  commandments.  Man^ 
kind  htfve  been  taught  to  love  one  another,  and  have  delighted  in  the 
■sifmWing  of  themselves  together:  the  house  of  prayer  has  heen  croitded  , 
with  worSuppers,  and  the  sentiment  of  every  heart  has  echoed  responsive 
to  tiie  sweet  singer  of  Israel :  ^^  How  amiable  are  thy  tabemaciss,  O  Loi» 
of  Hosts !  my  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  feinteth  fer  the  eoorts  of  the  Lou>  t 
my  heart  and  fledi  cneth  out  for  the  living  Goi>.— Blessed  are  tiiey  that 
dwell  in  thy  house:  they  Will  be  stiU  praiflug  thee.**  Let  it  be  gianied  • 
tfaet  the  Scriptures  are  read  with  asudulty  through  the  whole  extent  of  our 
popuktion,  and  results  Uke  these  may  be  confidently  anticipated.  **  My 
wwd  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I 
pleese,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thhig  whereto  I  send  it.*'  What  though 
the  effiscts  are  not  immediately  perceptible ;  what  though  the  groans  of  tM 
creation  tat  hot  at  once  hudied  in  repose,  or  converted  into  sounds  of  Joy  { the 
fvomise  is  incQsputable,  and  the  blessing  is  sure.  The  change  in  the  mors! 
world  will  resemble  the  change  in  the  natural:  the  sun  arises,  and  the  dewfe 
#atcend;  but  the  rigours  of  winter  do  not  instantly  abate,  nor  does  the 
ftoe  of  nature  at  once  resume  the  gaiety  of  spring :  yet  the  great  prindpte 
of  Ufe  and  fertility  is  secretly  at  work ;  it  is  imperceptibly  operating  in  ten 
thouimd  channA,  end  gradually  covers  the  regions  of  sterifity  with 
luxuriant  vq^etation  and  abundant  harvests. 

If  this  be  a  just  representation  of*  the  moral  change  which  a  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  is  calculated  to  produce;  and  if  the  system  of  Bible  Assodationt 
tend,  in  an  eqpedal  degree,  to  the  general  difiusion  of  that  knowledge;  1W 
arguments  can  be  so  powerfhl  as  those  which  recommend  thar  adoption.  To 
the  rich  andto  the  middle  ranks  it  may  be  urged;  ^^  You  have  a  deepintei«st 
in  the  welfere  of  the  poor.  If  the  security  of  a  state  depend  upon  the 
kyahy  andmenOs  of  its  people,  by  what  other  means  can  you  eontribute  «i 
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ffimtiilly  to  the  preflenr»tioa  of  order,  to  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  the 
atability  of  the  goremment  ?  Among  what  deacription  of  men  will  jou  looik 
fi>r  patience  and  industry,  for  sobriety  and  obedience  ?  Who  are  the  penons 
moct  decent  in  their  demeanour,  moat  frugal  in  their  habita,  and— what  is  no 
mean  political  consideration — ^moet  anxious  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  beoomii^ 
cbajigeable  to  their  pariflhes  ? — The  answer  is  obvious.  And  is  it  not,  then,  m 
matter  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  duty,  to  create  an  interest  among  the  lower 
dasses  for  the  possession  and  perusal  of  those  sacred  records,  from  whkh 
benefits  so  great  and  various  are  acknowledged  to  flow  ? 

And  if  '•^  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  if  national  piety  be  reoompenaed 
by  national  mercies;  in  what  way  can  you  hope  so  effectually  to  secure  to 
your  native  countiy  the  protection  of  Him  by  whom  ^'  kings  reign  and 
princes  ^tecree  judgment,'*  as  by  extending  the  knowledge  of  |!is  name  asd 
the  blesBings  of  His  religion  ?  By  such  means  mi^  this  empire  be  fixed 
indeed  upon  the  Bock  of  ages^-tranquil  amidst  genenl  disturbance,  and  safe 
anidat  surrounding  ruin. 

Your  eeal  has  already  been  attended  by  great  success.  By  your  liberal 
exertions,  Britain  has  already  become  the  benefiLCtress  of  distant  lands ;  a^d, 
while  the  nations  are  crumbling  around  her,  she  stands  alone  and  pre- 
eminent. You  have  opened  many  channels,  tiirough  which  the  streams  of 
mercy  and  of  life  may  flow :  but  extensive  deserts  are  stiU  to  be  found,  and 
£ng]and  itself  yet  contains  many  a  pardied  and  thirsty  if  aste.  If  the  lower 
orders  be  ignorant,  it  must  be  yours  to  instruct  them :  if  they  be  eareleas 
and  indifierent  in  this  good  cause,  it  must  be  youia  to  rouse  them  into 
action.  Shew  them  their  privileges  and  their  duty  ;  lay  before  them  the 
benefits  which  they  must  themselves  experience  Grom  hearty  co-operation  in 
such  a  service ;  and  appeal  to  their  best  feelings,  by  displaying  the  blessingi 
which  they  will  confer  upon  others.  Let  a  concern  for  the  circuktion  of  the 
Scriptures  be  thus  excited  through  the  great  body  of  our  population,  and 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  fumi^  every  poor  &xnily  in  the  British  dond- 
nions  with  the  treasure  of  a  Bible.  If  the  poor  can  be  induced  to  suUcribe^ 
even  the  smallest  weekly  sum,  for  the  pesaesrion  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
distribution  of  them  to  others  still  poorer— if  they  can  be  led  to  inquire  into 
the  wants  of  their  neighbours,  and  to  arrange  the  best  means  of  supplying 
them— an  interest  wiu  graduidly  be  created  in  their  own  minds,  to  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  strangers ;  and  that,  which  at  first  was  matter  of 
indifference,  will  become  the  ol^ect  of  earnest  attention.  Such  is  the 
natural  progress  of  the  human  mind.  Those  who  give  the  Bible  will  sooif 
find  a  desire  to  peruse  it;  and  while  engaged  in  recommending  it  to  othen; 
they  will  be  impelled  to  examine  it  mr  themselves,  to  read  it  in  thek 
houaea,  to  teach  it  to  their  children,  and  to  make  it  the  firequent  subject  of 
their  thoughts  and  conversation.  '  < 

Let  not  coldness  or  timidity  suggest,  that  the  attempt  will  be  abortive : 
if  despair  of  success  should  be  the  guide  of  our  counsels,  what  great  project 
,eould  ever  be  accomplished  ?  Had  this  feeling  been  suffered  to  damp  the 
ardour  of  those  who  first  raised  the  standard  of  Christianity  among  ouir 
ignorant  forefiithers,  or  to  depress  the  spirit  of  our  Reformers,  what  might 
have  been  at  this  day  the  condition  of  England !  Was  it  in  despidr  of  suc- 
cess that  the  champions  of  humanity  fought  for  twenty  long  years  the 
battles  of  injured  Africa  ?  Was  it  thus  t£it  they  rose  sgain  and  again, 
after  combat  and  defeat,  still  fresh  for  engagement?  No  I  confident  in 
their  good  cause,  and  in  the  approbation  of  Him  who  is  the  friend  of  the 
poor  and  needy,  hoping  as  against  hope,  they  pursued  with  determination 
their  glorious  way,  till  at  length  they  broke  her  chains,  and  gave  freedom 
to  her  sable  sons.  And  why  should  you  doubt  of  success,  in  attempting 
to  interest  the  poor  upon  the  most  interesting  of  all  sul^ects  ?  Have  th^y 
2U>t  senses,  feelings,  affections,  passions  like  ourselves  ?    Are  they  not  influ- 
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^oed  hj  the  ordinaiy  modvet  of  hope  and  feer?  Shall  the  ebuUitioiit  of 
MI7,  and  the  harangues  of  demociacj,  awalcen  their  enthuiiaam  finr  earthly 
liberty,  even  in  cases  when  they  can  complain  of  no  oppression,  and  caa 
urge  no  wrong ;— and  shall  they  be  utterly  insensible,  when  called  to  eon* 
template  that  heavenly  liberty  which  makes  them  ^*  ftee  indeed" — ^which 
Teleases  them  from  the  dominion  of  those  sordid  habits  and  degrading  pas* 
sions,  whose  tyranny  they  experience  every  day — which  rescues  them  from 
the  bondage  of  Satan,  and  converts  them  into  the  children  of  God  ?  Ara 
they,  in  so  many  instances,  ready  to  confer  a  trifling  benefit  upon  their  poor 
neighbour,  and  will  they  deny  him  the  greatest  which  a  child  of  mortidi^ 
can  bestow  ?  Shall  the  motives  which  direct  and  ffovem  them  in  the  ordL 
nary  transactions  of  life  fiul  in  that  instance  alone  firom  which  they  derive 
tenfold  force  and  incalcukble  importance  ?  Shall  the  impreanon  be  less,  at 
the  reasons  are  more  powerful  ? 

Will  it  be  insinuated,  that  the  lower  orders  would  rather  associate-  and 
contribute  for  a  bad  purpose,  than  for  a  benevolent  object  ?  The  very  per- 
suasion  of  their  proneness  to  associate  should  be  an  argument  for  attempting, 
with  all  your  might,  to  give  a  right  direction  to  that,  tendency,  and  to  corv. 
lect  and  approve  iU  I^  by  thus  employinff  them  in  a  good  cause,  they  can 
be  preserved  from  base  and  ii\jurious  oombtnationa,  you  will  render  both  to 
them  and  to  society  a  double  service.  In  times  like  the  present^  these  eon* 
alderations  come  with  peculiar  force. 

Will  it  be  uived,  that  we  have  no  encouragement  to  proceed  in  this  work 
of  charity  ?  What  t  when  millions  are  rousing  thnoselves,  in  difierent 
quarters  of  the  world,  tnm  the  lethargy  of  ages,  anxious  to  behold  ^^the 
Desire  of  all  nations,**  can  we  possibly  need  any  additional  encouragement  of 
motive  for  circulating  those  inestimable  records  which  testify  of  Him. 

Will  it  be  contended  that  no  great  effect  can  be  produced  by  small  oontribi^ 
tions  ?  The  contribution  of  an  mdividuid  to  the  government  is  small ;  liut 
it  is  by  the  aggreoate  of  such  sums  that  the  state  is  supported-  A  rmy  of 
light  and  a  drop  of  rain  are  small  t  but  it  is  by  the  sun  and  the  shower  that 
our  harvests  wave  in  the  field,  and  by  the  accumulation  of  waters  that  the 
riches  of  all  lands  are  transferred  to  this. 

^  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give  :**  if  yon  admowledge  for  youndvw 
the  blessed  influence  of  divine  revelation,  invite  others  to  partake  of  it. 
.  The  light  of  heaven  is  streaming,  in  all  its  eiftilgence,  above  and  around  you : 
O,  let  not  the  beanb  be  interoq»ted  1  Open  for  it  a  free  passage  into  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor ! 

To  men  of  humbler  condition  it  may  be  obaerved,  in  addition  to  the 
arguments  already  adduced : 

Althourii,  for  reasons  best  known  to  infinite  Wisdom,  the  Almighty  has 
withheld  from  you  rank  and  opulence,  yet  has  he  given  to  you  the  privilege 
of  conforring  benefits  on  others,  and  of  conferring  them  in  the  higheet 
d^ree.  The  facilities  which  you  possess  for  discovering  the  wants  of  thoae, 
immediately  around  you,  may  be  considered  as  an  intimation  of  Providenee^ 
that,  according  to  your  ability,  you  should  seek  to  relieve  them.  Silver  and 
gold  you  may  have  none  to  give ;  but  you  can  give  that  which  is  better 
than  rubies.  You  cannot,  indeed,  raise  your  poor  neighbours  above  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  or  remove  those  afiiictions  which  are  especially  inci. 
dent  to  his  condition  $  but  you  can  furnish  him  with  a  remedy  for  all:  you 
can  present  him  with  those  oracles  of  wisdom  which  will  enlarge  lus  views 
and  brighten  his  prospects;  which  will  teach  him  that  this  scene  of  trouble 
is  but  the  pilgrimage  of  a  day ;  that  he  is  but  the  tenant  of  an  euthly 
tabemade,  wUch  shall  presently  be  dissolved;  and  that  the  disem- 
bodied spirit  shall  then  seek  its  everlasting  home,  shall  ascend  to  that 
^  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavena.** 
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Sinoe  the  bt^nfaig  of  time,  tte  meted  hu  ev«r  been  deriaed,  b^  vliiefe 
jmimigiUdogoodon8ola3:|i;ea8calef  andbysuclieaflnf  meamu  Tfaeeffiects 
anribg-frem  Mer  acta  of  ctaaiil^,  mi«t  oftett  be  oonfined  to  the  immcdiskfe 
4ylgeot ;  bat  the  influenoe  of  ^our  libevaMtjr  will  probably  be  pemuRient,  ofA 
deecend,  with  hicrettdiig  bldHdiigiiy  from  age  to  age..  It  la  an  eiiter|xruse  df 
«xrited  benerolenoe,  wfaidi  wooM-becohae  a'soTevdgn  better  than  Ilia  CTMn, 
and  add  i  fiF^Bter  lufltre  to  Us  tiHone  than  the  ^kideit  eHhitgement  'ct 
domiMon.  Thia  ia  a  woiic  Irhkfa  any  brings  aM  chueea  lotto  aeOofOf  without 
•prtjodiee  to  any  s  here  the  rieh  and  tile  poor  may  meet  together  hi  commolft 
dEertioiiy  for  common  good.  Poverty  itBetf  may  be  thus  enrlehedy  and  th^ 
lowest  iElmk  ennobled.  One  geneioua  ^ling  may  aninyte  all  the  orders  vt 
aooiefy,  may  impel  them  to  the  same  labour  of  lore,  and  crown  them  wttli 
the  aame  reward. 

What  pleasure  can  be  derived,  even  from  wealth,  19ee  the  pleaunre  of 
aomggood  ?— and  tids  is  a  gratification,  which,  without  riches,  yoa  may  enjoy 
in  its  highest  measure.  Look  upon  your  poorer  bretbreir,  and  then  Ml: 
arhether  any  delight  can  surpass  the  enjoyment  of  charity  lilfe  this ; — of 
diarity,  that  extends  Uessings  the  most  pure  and  exalted,  to  tbe  humMcast 
of  manicind^that  prodncea  ^  an  elevation  of  mind  and  of  feeling,  wMdi  no 
ftovert^  but  Cbriatiim  poverty  can  exhibit*— that  gives  light  to  the'  bliiid, 
inahr  the  broken  in  he^  brings  life  and  immortality  to  ught  among  thorib 
who  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  dStCh,  fiffd  renders  the  poor  of  thft 
Iroiid  rich  in  fidth  and  heirs  of  the  ptomises.  If  the  bleaihigA  of  those  who 
are  ready  to  peiirfi  be  worthy  of  acceptance,  then  may  yon  bd  blessed ;  ft 
there  be  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb,  then  may  the  anj^ets 
of  God  rgoice  even  in  your  labours,  and  the  Father  of  mercies  himself  tcwik 
down  with  approbation  upon  us.  Above  all  other  consid^ralidns,  let  fhia  hte 
oopreme  \*^  by  engaging  in  these  acts  of  benevc^nce,  you  are  induced  to 
tead  your  Bibles  wiSi  moi«  earnestness  for  yoUnelves,  you  may  becotde 
Chriitians  indeed ;  and  howler  low  your  tfluHtlon  ih  this  Hfe,  the  treasurea 
of  that  better  world  wiU  be  your  rich  and  eternal  re-payment 

And  is  it  not  a  vecommttHhitloii  to  men  (^all  cksses,  that  this  system  will 
soon  carry  the  tidings  of  Salvatioil  into  the  most  distant  hmds  ?  When  the 
demands  at  home  sludl  htt^  been  satisfied  by  the  contributions  of  the  poor^ 
Ae  subscriptioiis  of  the  mens  dpulent  to  the  Parent  Society  and  all  tine 
Auzifiaries  may  be  whdly  converted  hito  Ibreiffn  channels.  Thus  will  tlie 
lower  orden,  by  theur  eicertions  at  hom6,  greatly  contribute  to  the  increase 
of  the  supply  abroad  ^  and,  in  this  view,  may  even  be  cOttslctered  as  elevatin|; 
OB  h%h'the  sbmdard  of  C3iristfanity,— as  becoming  *<  heralds  of  salvation  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.** 

mey  will  share  in  the  services  axid  in  the  trhunphs  of  those,  who,  by  the 
Uesshig  of  the  Almighty,  shall  be  made  the  instruments  of  '*  shewing  his 
ghsy**  to  the  millions  of  their  fellow-creatnres  that  sit  in  utter  darimess,  or 
.  Hart  hitherto  have  only  caught  glimpses  of  the^Ugfat  of  Revehition,  like  inter- 
rapted  fiashea,  disianUy  shooting  across  a  g^my  sky.  They  will  march,  if 
««  nay  so  speak,  in  the  retinue  of  Him  who  shall  come  forfli  ^  conquering 
tM  to  conquer:**  They  will  add  wings,  as  it  were,  to  that  angel  of  mercj^ 
nho  shall  fly  hito  all  lands,  bearing  the  everlasting  gospeL  Their  hearts 
^rt&be  ^hiddened  by  the  gratitude  of  those,  whom,  und«:  Gon,  they  shall 
have  assisted  to  save  t  and  they  wOl  recdve  yet  a  fiur  ampler  reward  in  that 
fiace  where  **  they  thiit  be  #i8e  shall  shine  sis  the  brightness  ot  the  fiima- 
ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  £e  stan,  for  ever  and 
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APPEAL  TO  MECHANICS,  LABOURERS,  AND  OTHERS, 

BESTBCTIRO 

BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

(wUTTBir  Mt  ME.  JAJIB8  HOKTOOMSEY,  OF  SHSFrHIJ).) 


^  The  fFvrJtmiH  wnught^  and  the  work  wot  perfected  hy  them^  and  tkejf  tet  fJU 
^  ffmue  0/6OD  fa  Aif  <ta/e,  and  strengthened  t7.**— 8  Chron.  xxif.  13. 

.  The  Britiih  tnd  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  a  treasury,  op^  to  receiye  not 

only  the  ^fts  of  the  rich,  but  the  mites  of  the  poor.   Tbe  widow  of  old,  who 

I  of  her  want  t)urew  all  that  she  had  into  tbe  offerings  of  God,  was  said  by  our 

^  3aviou&  himself  to  hare  cast  in  more  than  all  they  that  of  their  abundance 

had  cast  in  much.    Who  then  shall  say,  ^*  I  am  too  poor  to  contribute  any^ 

thing  of  ralue  to  so  »m?»zing  a  work  as  the  publication  of  the  Scriptures  in 

^  eveiy  language,  among  every  people  under  heaven  ?"— -God  sees  the  heart  oC 

s  #very  man,  and  judges  its  thoughts :  He  wat^ches  the  motions  of  every  hJand, 

'  andr  eeords  its  deeds.    If  the  hc^  be  right  towards  Him,  the  deeds  of  the 

^  handt  however  few  and  small,  will  be  accepted  and  sanctified.    It  is,  Qier^ 

>  fi>re,  right  that  the  poor  should  lend  unto  the  Loan,  by  bestowing  on  those 

f  who  are  fioorer  than  themsi^lves,  tliat  Book  which  may  enrich  then)  for  eves* 

*  It  tl  ^ti^t  I— ia  it  nflt  mi"^  than  right  ? — Is  it  no.t  neceeeary  that  every  one^ 
^  fMBOOBiUiig  to  his  abUitor,  should  nunister  in  the  service  of  God,  tiie  Aut^o^ 
^                    0f  aU  the  good  he  evf^r  had,  or  has,  or  hopes  to  have  ?   Under  the  law,  nong 

*  approached  the  altar  without  %  giits  tlie  gif^  were  indeed  proportioned  Xq 
the  oECUvistanoes  oif  the  pa^Ue^  |  but  mkiy  «M .«sm  r^^nired  $0  knm/g  a  $ifi, 

I  Oxen,  and  sheep,  and  gqa^  were  sacrificed  by  thoa^  1^  could  a^ord  them  \ 

but  the  most  n^y  weie,iM)t  e^^empt^  from  9ifd4^g.  aome  oblation.    Have 

I  jroa  not  heard  of  a  mothei^  who  came,  to  pr^lfent  her  first-born  Son  in  the 

temple  of  God  ?  Too  poctr  to  .Ornish  a  lamK  she  brought  only  a  pair  o^ 
doves  for  an  atonement :— yet  ahaU  all  geperatjltms  call  her  blessed}  and  that 
Son,  whom  at  his  b«rth  she  liad  M4  i^  a  manger,  ^m  the  Loup  from  beayenr 
O  how  did  God  honour  poverty  here  i  And.  hoif  dges  he  still  honour  poverty,' 
by  iaeeeiving  and  tecompenslng  its  mefmest  o^^ii^gs !  ^'  Whosoever  sh^ 
give  you  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  drink,  in  vay  nmpe,  verily  he  sIImUI  nat  lofe  hia 
rews^rd.**  So  said  our  Saviour  cQAceming  the  gift  •/*  the  poor  to  the  poor,«4 
a  cup  of  cold  water  to  one  of  his  disciples.  Does  our  Saviour  bless  a  cup  or 
cold  water,  given  for  his  sake;  and  hast  thou  not  a  cup  to  spare  for  thy 
brother  who  is  perishing  for  thirst?  .  When  there  was  a  sore  fiunine  in 
Israel,  God  sent  his  prophet  to  ask  bread  of  a  poor  widow,  who  had  but  a 
handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse,  and  who  was  gathering 
two  sticks,  as  she  said,  to  dress  it  for  herself  and  her  son  before  they  died  u 
want.  You  know  the  stoiy :  she  made  a  cake  for  the  prophet  firtt ;— and  did 
^  she  repent  of  her  genero^l^  ?  Nq:  .noiie  ever  trv(Sted  in  the  Lord  in  vam. 
But  is  it  yraetieahte  fbr  the  poor  to  contribute  efibctually  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Bible  Socie^  ?  Reniemfoer  the  saying  of  the  IjOED  Jksus, — '*  It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  What,  then :  is  the  greats:  blessing 
fotorved  fin*  the  rich  alone }  and.  can  the  poor  only  eiyoy  the  lesser  ?  God 
Ibrbid  t  The  whole  tenor  of  Scripture  contradicts  the  supposition,  that  there  is 
ttM  b^l^  blesni^  promised)  in  any  passage  of  i^  to  the  rich  than  to  the  p<xi^ 
The  pew  thsN^we  magf  ftiw as  wdl  as  receive:  tiiey  may  possess  the  greater 
as  weU  as  the /mmt  (/oitfv    A  labouruig  nUA  wbo  ^Wjn3ipp<>rt  his  Simily, 
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inij  veil  afiM  a  pennj  a-week  to  •  Bible. Anociation,  vhidi  wiH  cnhb  liiniy 
■t  the  Tear's  end,  to  be  the  benefkctor  of  a  man  poorer  than  hiaaelf^  by 
'preaenting  faun  irith  a  giftinore  precious  than  all  the  treasures  of  the  earth* 
If  it  be  tSi»UesKd  to  rronee  «  ^ii6/r,  how nmch SMre  /o  fti^emul 

The  poor  are  as  deeplj  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Bible  Societr  as  may 
Other  class  of  people ; — and  in  the  promotion  of  this  gt%at  work,  tibej  cast 
essentially  coiftribute  to  its  success.  How  ?-»-A  penny  a-week  subscribed  by 
e^ery  poor  person  in  this  kinffdom^  who  really  could  afibrd  it  out  of  hw- 
earnings  without  hurting  his  lunily,— fi>r  how  little  food  can  a  penny  pur- 
chase 1— >would  exceed,  on  a  veiy  moderate  calculation,  kaif  a  miUkm  i 
mlfy*  And  who  can  mat  afibrd  a  penny  a-week  for  such  a  noble  end  ?- 
only  who  are  in  the  lowest  state  of  fiunine,  wretchedness,  and 
Among  all  others,  wherever  there  is  healih  and  a  uiUingr  heart,  there  is  am  tikim 
hand.  On  these  we  call,  not  to  confer  an  obligation  upon  the  Bible  Sodety, 
but  to  partake  of  its  benefits,  by  shsring  its  labour  or  lore.  We  call  upon 
ihem  i9  exercise  a  righi,  and  i9  e^jojf  a  prwUege,  which  belongs  as  well  to  them 
as  to  the  rich.  All  that  have,  may  giro,  whether  of  their  poverty  or  thehr 
abundance ;— and  all  may  prove  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
reoeire. 

When  our  Saviour  opened  his  misrion  on  eiiith,  he  read  to  his  audisnee, 
flnom  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  ""  The  Spirit  of  the  Loiu>  is  upon  me,  because 
the  Loud  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor.*'  And  wb9 
was  this  preacher  ?.— our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  ^^  who,  though  he  was  rich, 
yet  for  our  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  made 
ridi."  And  whom  did  he  afi«rwards  send  to  preach  this  Gospel  to  evcf^ 
creature  ? — poor  fiafaennen,  and  others  in  the  humblest  ranks  of  life.  Thus, 
hi  its  commencement,  was  the  Gospel  preached,  not  only  te  the  poor,  but  iy 
the  poor ;  herein  shewing  its  excellency  above  the  philosophy  ci  the  heotheB, 
which  was  confined  to  the  learned,  the  rich,  and  the  great ;  the  common  people 
being  overlooked,  and  despised  as  a  pro&ne  herd. 

To  you  then,  ye  Poor,  is  this  Gospel  sent :  and  if  ye  reoeive  it,  ye  wiU  be 
eager  to  send  it  forth  to  othets.  When  ye  have  found  it  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  in  your  own  souls,  ye  will  eamesUy  desire  the  salvation  of  th* 
souls  of  your  neighbours.^  And  who  are  your  neighbours  ?  Not  the  rich 
only,  but  the  poor  throughout  this  land,  and  all  throughout  the  world,  who 
are  yet  strangers  to  God  and  his  truth.  Come  then.  Men  and  Brethren, 
join  hearts  and  hands  with  us !  We 'are  building  the  Church  of  God,  by  the 
promulgation  of  his  Word.  In  sudi  a  work,  what  the  greatest  among  us  can 
do,  is  litUe;  and  what  the  least  does,  is  something ; — all  shall  receive  their 
reward-<-they  that  labour  in  the  foundations,  as  well  as  they  that  bring  finrth 
the  head<«tone  with  shoutings,  crying,  ^^  Grace,  grace  unto  it !" 


No.  IX. 
THE  BIBLE. 

(wmiTTEX  BY  MR.  DUDLBT.) 

'  Seetreh  the  ScrvBtfarM."— John  V.  99. 


RXADZR,  is  it  in  your  power  to  obey  this  command  P  Have  you  a  Bible? 
—In  a  Christian  country,  this  may  appear  a  strange  question ;  but,  Beader,  it 
has  latdy*  been  asked  in  more  than  tern  tkemtmd  fianilies  in  the  metropolia 

•  This  Address  was  written  in  the  year  1819. 
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6f  this  Unffdom ;  and,  stranger  still,  the  answer,  in  more  than.^  tk9m$mult 
has  been-^*  No  I**  The  inquiry  has  been  made  by  persons  earnestly  desiroiia 
of  ascertaining  the  fact,  in  order  that  proper  measures  might  be  adopted  for 
supplying  so  serious  a  want,  wherever  it  is  discovered.  They  have  gone  from 
house  to  house,  and  from  room  to  room;  and  they  have  found  one  huf  of  thdr 
neighbours  destitute  of  that  sacred  Book,  which  would  *'*'  make  them  wise 
unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  !** 

If  such  be  the  case  in  London,  what  must  be  the  condition  of  the  people  in 
the  more  neglected  parts  of  the  kingdom  ?  It  is  now  made  certain,  that  mul- 
titudes, in  evezy  direction,  are  longing  for  the  treasure  which,  hitherto,  they 
have  been  unable  to  obtain.-»And  why  is  it  that  you  are  told  these  awfUl 
facts  ?  It  is,  that  you  may  assist  in  siipplyuig  yourself,  your  neighbours, 
your  countrymen,  and  the  world,  with  this  guide  through  life,  this  teacher 
of  the  way  to  heaven.<^Reader  I  look  around  you :  consider  the  conduct  of 
those  of  your  friends  and  acquaintance  who  read  the  Bible,  and  endeavour  to 
obey  its  holy  precepts. — Are  thejf  bad  fiithers,  husbands,  or  neighbours  f 
Are  thttg  drunkards,  liars,  or  pilferers  ?  Are  ikey  violent  and  quarrelsome?— 
Are  they  not  honest,  industrious,  and  peaceable ;  domestic  in  their  manners, 
sober  in  their  conduct,  and  friendly  in  their  dispositions  ?  Reader !  observe 
them  closely,  and  answer  these  questions  for  yourself. 

If  you  possess  a  Bible,  and  read  it  with  serious  attention,  you  know  its 
value  :  if  you  do  not  po«ess  it,  you  may  have  one  for  a  trifle,  which  the 
generality,  even  of  the  poorest,  may  contrive  to  spare.  Your  neighbours, 
whom  Divine  Providence  has  blessed  with  afRuenoe,  are  willing  to  bear  the 
greater  part  of  the  expense ;  they  are  cheerfully  coming  forward,  to  enable 
you  to  poiseas  this  cheap,  but  invaluable  treasure.  But  you  must  do  some- 
thing younelves;— you  are  not  asked  for  the  full  price  of  a  Bible.  Those 
Hrho  now  address  you,  can  feel  for  your  temporal  wants ;  they  know  that  many 
of  you  cannot  aflPord  to  pay  what  a  Bible  coats ;  and  therefore  they  contribute 
what  you  cannot  spare,  in  order  that  you  may  be  supplied  with,  and  that 
every  fiunily  in  Great  Britain  may  possess,  a  Bible. 

You  are  now,  for  the  first  time  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  invited,  as  m 
body«  to  be  partakera  in  the  privileges  of  the  rich :  you  are  invited  **  to  t^ste 
the  luxury  of  doing  good,**— to  assist  in  a  great  and  glorious  design,  that  of 
hastening  the  happy  period,  when  peace,  mercy,  and  love,  shall  reign 
throu|^out  the  universe,  and  ""  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ.*' 

And  how,  you  say,  can  I  contribute  to  the  support  of  this  great  and  good 
work  ?  By  joining  one  of  the  Bible  Associations  which  are  establishing  all 
around  you.  One  penny  a-week  constitutes  you  a  member  of  such  a  society, 
whose  only  object  is  to  distribute  the  Bible.  Reader !  to  be  a  member  of 
such  a  society  is  an  honour  indeed.  If  you  have  not  a  Bible,  you  may 
speedily  possess  it :  if  you  have  one,  you  will  speedily  be  the  means  of  sup- 
plying a  neighbour «  and  may,  under  the  blessing  of  Goo,  be  an  instrument 
of  leading  a  fimiily  to  heaven. 

Before  you  enter  on  the  labours  of  the  day,  and  when  those  labours  are  con- 
duded,  and  you  retire  to  your  homes,  if  you  take  up  the  Volume  of  Truth,  and 
read  a  portion  of  it  to  your  assembled  family,  delight^  consequences  may  be 
expected  to  flow  from  the  practice,  as  it  regards  iMth  yourself  and  your  child* 
sen ;  anid  among  those  consequences,  we  anticipate  a  readiness,  or  rather  aa 
eager  desire,  to  promote  all  around,  what  you  and  your  children  eijoy. 
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No.  X. 
ADDRESS  TollERVANTS. 

(WUTTEV  BT  MR.  DUDLEY.) 

**  0%tim§9ir  gmi  tMkmg  anif  man  doeih^  ike  mme  shaU  hs  r$eekfe  ^  ike 
LoBD,  whether  he  he  hemd  ar/rM."-<£ph.  iK.  8. 

SpcB  was  the  encouxaging  lanfluage  addzeaaed  hy  the  great  apoade  St. 
Paul  to  that  numercNis  aad  useful  eiaas  of  society  denominated  ServuiCs ;  aindl 
the  promise  remaina  in  full  fbroe  unto  this  day.  To  you,  then,  who  oocupj 
this  station,  the  present  appeal  is  made ;  and  your  attention  Is  eameatlj 
solicited  to  a  few  observatiooSi  peculiarly  interestii^  to  your  present  and 
atenial  welftre. 

Had  you  an  opportunity  of  comparing  your  situation  with  that  of  aervaai*. 
in  other  countxies,  you  would  be  convinced  that  you  hare  abundant  causa 
fiur gratitude:  you  ei\joy  comforts  and  pri^legesto idiich  th^ arestraiiigeiv ; 
and  you  derive  those  blessings  from  a  source  winch  can  never  haX  of  hmnm 
eftf^ual,  if  it  be  not  your  own  fiudU  The  reli^pon  of  Great  Britain  is 
the  zeligion  of  the  Bible:  its  promises,. its  consolations,  and  its  privil^pes 
are  extended  alike  to  all—- to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor,  to  the  master  and  to 
the  servant :  the  religion  of  Jesus  Cbmxbt  knows  no  distinction  of  pccsonai 
and  it  is  to  the  Bible  you  owe  the  many  blessuigs  whidi  you  eqjoy.  This 
sacred  volume,  coming  forth  from  God,  ia  designed  to  lead  us  to  Him :  it 
contains  the  purest  and  the  best  rulss  fer  evexy  rank  in  life:— while  i( 
commands  obedience  on  the  part  of  servants,  it  aays  unto  their  employen» 
^  Masters,  give  unto  your  s^rants  that  which  is  just  and  equal,  knowimp 
tjluX,  ye  also  have  a  Master  in  beaven.**-*But  above  all,  it  is  de^gae^ 
through  &ith  in  Him  who  ^  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  servant,**  tft 
conduct  you  to  everlasting  hiypinewi. 

For  the  sok  purpose  of  pkdng  this  blessed  book  in  the  handa  ef  etnsr^ 
individual  upon  earth,  a  society  has  been  established,  called  the  British  aad 
Foreign  Bible  Sode^.  It  must  be  evident  to  you,.tbat,  in  die  execntlott  ef 
this  grsnd  demn,  the  assistance  of  every  friend  to  rdigion  and  virtue  will ' 
be  required :  aueady  numerous  sodeiies  have  been  feimed  tor  the  purpoae 
ef  promoting  this  noble  work ;  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Bible  Aa»ociatlons 
m  establidung  throughout  the  kingdom;  and  it  is  to  these  latter  instto*- 
tioos  thajt  your  attention  is  particulBrly  requested. 

The  design  ot  a  Bible  Association  is  plain  and  simple :  it  is,  first,  to 
supply  every  inhabitant,  who  may  be  dearotts  of  possessing  this  tressure, 
with  a  Bible  or  Testament,  at  the  cost,  or  a  reduced  price,  or  gntuitooaly, 
t«»rdiiig  to  the  nature  of  the  case ;  and,  aecondly,  to  assist  in  extendkig 
the  same  blessing  to  every  nation  upon  earth.  Every  subscriber  of  eves 
One  Pen^y  a.week  becomes  a  meniber  of  the  Bible  Association,  and  oonse- 
fucntly  of  the  peat  Bible  Society:  and  v^o  ia  there  amoi^  you  that' 
esfmot  afford  thu  trifle  ?  Only  consider  the  great,  the  gloiievs  object  Ibr 
Whidb  It  is  required— To  suppdi'  you  with  i&  scriptuns  of  truth,  and  to 
Msist  in  their  puhKcatioD,  in  evei^ languagcand among  eveiy  people  vAdiet 
heaven  1  And  by  whom  are  those  societies^eandsctedf-^yperBQttSefeveqr 
religious  persuasion :  fer  this  is  a  design  which  knows  no  sect  nor  party* 
Surely,  if  ever  a  cause  was  worthy  of  unquahiled  support— thia  is  that  cause! 

And  to  whom  is  this  appeal  made  ?— to  you,  who,  while  many,  even  of 
your  employers,  find  it  difficult  to  answer  the  numerous  caOs  on  their 
means,  are  exempt  from  those  daims— your  daily  meals  are  provided  fer 
you ;  you  have  ndthcr  rent  nor  taxes  to  discharge ;  the  only  debt  you  have 
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ttf'pay  Is  t!ie  debt  of  gnititude.  And  how  can  you  pirove  your  aense  of  th® 
wsLhy  benefits  conferred  upon  jou  by  Abnighty  Gon,  better  than  hf 
•  life  deroted  to  Hia  aervice,  and  by  contributing  to  the  umreraal  circulmtloil 
•f  His  law  ?'  Ask  jouraelrea  whether  those  dutiea  are  fulfilled :  aak  your* 
selves  how  your  superfluous  money  is  disposed  of:  if  it  be  in  the  purchase 
of  extravagant  and  ornamental  dress,  in  dissipation,,  vanity,  and  folly,  look 
'  at  tiie  reward  I— Behold  our  public  sthreets,  crowded  with  wretched  and  un« 
feiippy  outcasts,  many  of  whom  lately  occupied  your  stations ;  but  who  now* 
Mil  off  from  friends,  connexions,  and  virtuous  society,  fVequently  sink  to  an 
tfariy  grave,  unnoticed,  unpitied,  and  unlamented  I  Had  those  miserabltf 
vktims  of  sin  been  governed  by  the  divine  precepts  of  the  Gospel,  and  felt 
«n  Interest  in  its  universal  difiusion,  how  (fifierent  would  have  been  theit 
Mves,  how  fiur  different  their  end  I  They  would  have  lited  respected  and 
beloved ;  the  bed  of  death  would  have  been  a  scene  of  peace ;  and  their  last 
inoments  cheered  by  the  smile  of  a  reconciled  GO0 ! 

Come  then,  join  heart  and  hand  in  this  blessed  woilr.  This  is  a  ptivl* 
lege-  which  you  may  enjoy  in  common  with  the  rich ;  and,  while  you  expe« 
mice  the  truth  of  that  saying  of  the  REi>XEirEE,  ^  it  is  more  blessed  to 
flive  than  te  receive,"  be  assured  that  you  will  never  be  the  poorer  fiuf 
Oiving  thus  contributed  to  the  promotian  of  His  glory,  and  the  etenud  salii 
^wtion  of  your  ftUow-creatures. 


No.  XI. 
ADDRESS  TcTmARINERS. 

Iwmn'SKV  Bv  m.  duulet.) 

^^  TAq^^thU  gm  dcufm  U  ik€  ma  in$h^  thai  da  Huineis  m  grtmiwaiin* 
ikma  tm  tkM  wmrkt  tf  tk$  Lmrd^  mki  hi$  womder$  m  ik^  deey.^ 

Psalm  cvu.  83,  34. 

Hats  you  &  Bible  on  bochl  ?  K  yiM,  Mm,  and  read  it  with  attenttOBi 
ytKk  may  know  its  value  t  if  you  harve  no/,  you  little  know  what  a  tveasurt 
you  are  without  The  Bible  is  the  best  ^ft  which  man  can  bestow  on 
dMa  t  it  came  forth  firom  Gob,  and  it  is  designed  to  Lead  us  to  Hte«^t« 
point  out  the  sii(|f  mode  by  which  we  may  be  saved  firom  sin  and  miaexyii 
and  conducted  to  heaven  and  happiness. 

If  there  be  any  body  of  men  to  whom  this  blessed  book  should  appear  to 
be  of  greater  value  than  to  others,  it  is  to  Sailors.  When  in  harbour*  and 
even  while  prosecuting  a  voyage,  they  have  ample  time  for  reading  thoa« 
lessons  of  sacred  wiMom,  and  those  deeply  interesting  and  instructive 
narratives,  with  which  the  holy  scriptures  abound ;  wh^le  Uiey  have  constant 
ppportunities,  in  the  different  countries  they  visit,  of  being  convinced  that 
they  are  indeed  the  Scriptures  of  Truth ;  for  ^*'  they  that  go  down  to  tha 
sea  in  ships,  that  do  business  in  great  waters ;  these  see  the  works  of  the 
Lonn,  and  bis  wanders  in  the  deep.*'  But,  when  you  consider  the  perils 
which' surround  you,  the  frequent  duigers  to  wldch  you  are  etposed;  and 
reflect,  that  another  and  an  eternal  world  commences  when  this  passes  away, 
you  must  feel  the  boundless  importance  of  possessing  that  which  points  to 
Bias  who  can  deprive  those  dangeiv  of  all  their  termors,  and  can  raider  that 
future  world  the  haven  of  eternal  security  and  happiness  I 

You  call  yourselves  Christkn^^  but  do  you  possess  that  knowledge  of  th# 
ScriptuxM^  and  that  fidth  hi  liiem,  which  would  nudce  you  Chxistiane 
indeed-*w)iM  would  shine  ftnrth  in  yottr  actions,  and  render  yon*  evenples 
and  patterns  on  distant  shores  ?    To  acquire  this  knowledge  and  «fais^fid^ 
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*^  search  tiie  Scriptures,"*  and  be  gorened  bj-  their  holy  precepts  s  the 
eflfect  is  certain;  for  they  ^^  are  able  to  make  you  wise  unto  sahratiany 
through  &ith  in  Cheist  j£8us.'*t  With  such  a  compass  on  board,  tlie 
temp^  may  blow,  and  the  angry  billows  may  beat;  but  they  cannot  khake 
your  confidence  in  that  Pilot  who  said  unto  the  raging  wavesy  ^  Peace,  be 
still !  and  there  was  a  great  calm."^ 

When  you  possess  a  Bible,  and,  reading  it  with  serious  attention,  find 
that  it  leads  to  that  hope  which  is  '*  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and 
steadfiurt,"  $  a  sacred  joy  will  fill  your  hearts ;  you  wiU  feel  desirous 
of  imparting  to  others  the  happiness  which  you  eqjoy ;  and,  wlule  you  are 
engaged  in  conveying  to  foreign  nations  the  necessaries  and  the  comforts  o€ 
life,  you  will  meet  with  many  an  unenlightened  Heathen,  and  many  an 
iffnorant  professing  Christian,  to  whom  yon  may  be  the  messenger  of  glad 
tidings,  and  the  happy  instrument  of  etamal  salvation. 

You  live  in  an  age  of  the  world  which  may  well  be  called  an  age  of 
wonders.— Among  those  wonders,  the  Bible  Society  is  a  noble  Flrst-Rate  : 
she  has  hoisted  the,  colours  of  the  Prince  of  Peace :  she  has  visited  with' 
ihvouring  gales  the  most  distant  shores,  and  found  a  friendly  harbour  on 
ev^ry  coast;— she  has  conveyed  Three  Millions  of  Copies  of  the  holy 
scriptures  to  the  various  nations  of  the  earth:  and  she  still  pursuealw 
course,  and  will  pursue  it,  until  every  port  is  blessed  by  her  entrance.  The 
crew  of  this  noble  ship  is  composed  of  all  nations  and  of  all  dassea-^-the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Brunswick^-the  Kings 
of  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Saxony,  and  Wiirtemberg— the  admirals  of 
our  fleets,  and  the  generals  of  our  armies— the  prelates  of  the  church,  and 
the  members  of  the  senate — tradesmen,  mechanics,  and  servants — all  meet 
on  her  deck,  and  cordially  lend  a  hand  in  spreading  her  canvas  to  the  winda 
of  heaven. 

While  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  Ugh  and  the  low,  are  thus  coming 
forward  to  assist  in  the  glorious  dengn  of  distribtxtaiig  the  Bible  to  all  the, 
nations  of  the  earth,  wifi  you  be  the  last  in  supplying  yourselves  with  this 
teacher  of  the  way  to  heaven,  and  in  sharing  Uie  happy  privilege  of  con- 
veying it  to  foreign  lands  ?  There  was  a  time  when  a  Bible  cost  a  sum 
which  few  of  you  could  atford  to  pay :  but,  thanks  be  to  God  I  it  may  tmm 
be  purchased  for  that  which  any  of  you  can  spare :  and,  in  order  tbaitv^t^ 
mu  may  possess  this  inestimable  treasure^  you  may  be  supplied  with  any 
■umber  of  <»pies  of  the  holy  scriptures,  in  different  languages,  at  the  cheapeat 
rates.  Annexed  are  a  list  of  the  Society's  cost  prices ;  ami  a  code  of  rides, 
by  the  adoption  of  which  you  may  assist  in  enabling  every  sailor,  and  eVei^r 
landsman,  to  read,  in  kii  own  tongue,  *'  the  wonderfiil  works  of  God  !"|| 

*•*  To  this  paper,  if  }irinted  for  general  circulation,  a  copy  of  the 
Society's  Catalogue  (No.  II.  of  this  Appendix),  and  the  rules  recommended 
for  Marine  Bible  Associations,  should  be  appended.  And,  if  the  following 
Address  be  prefixed,  or  printed  on  an  envelope,  and  circulated  among  those 
for  whom  it  is  intended,  it  may  contribute  very  materially  to  promote  the 
design. 

:  ADDRESS  TO  OWNERS  AND  COMMANDERS. 

(written  BT  me.  PHILX.IF8.) 

The  Owners  and  Commanders  of  vessels  must  be  aware  of  the  great 
advantages  derived  fW>m  a  sober  and  orderly  crew;  fbr  they  know,  by 

•  See  John,  chap.  6  f  Sm  the  Second  Epistle  to  limoiliy,cb«p.9* 

I  See  Mark,  chap.  4.  §  See  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  6. 

y   Sec  the  Acts,  chap.  2. 
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I  obfleiTation  and  lamentable  experience,  that  numerous  ahipa  hare  been 

.  wrecked^  many  valuable  Uyea  lost,  and  a  ruinous  waat6  of  propertj  ooca- 

^  aloned,  in  consequence  of  the  inattention,  drunkenness,  or  disobedience  of 

^  sailors.    It  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted,  that  any  measure  which  has  a 

^  tendency  to  promote  sobriety  and  good,  order,  and  to  improve  the  morals  of 

seamen,  will  meet  with  the  warm  approbation    of  the    proprietors  and 
I  masters  of  ships,  and  obtain  their  immediate  and  hearty  support.    And 

I  such,  it  is  conndently  expected,  will  be  the  effects  produced  by  the  forma- 

^  tion  of  Marine  Bible  AsMciations ;  by  means  of  which  the  sailors  may  pro- 

cure the  holy  scriptures  on  the  easiest  terms,  not  only  for  themselves  and 
£unilies,  but  even  for  disposal  in  foreign  countries.    Deriving  inestimable 
advantage  from  this  inviduable  book,  they  may  become  the  instrumeats  of 
I  conveying  it  to  millions  of  their  fellow^creatures ;  and  thus  greatly  promote 

the  glorious  Christian  object  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  nlvation  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

For  eleven  years,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Isles  have  manifested 
their  zeal  and  liberality  by  assisting  in  this  great  cause.  It  is  surely,  then, 
full  time  that  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  well-known  generosity  of 
British  sailors  to  manifest  itself,  in  aid  of  this  noble  undertaking.  And,  if 
the  pure  and  simple  object  be  explained  to  them,  it  would  be  ui^just  to  sup- 
pose, either  that  their  characteristic  zeal,  liberality,  and  activity,  will  be 
unemployed  in  forwarding  this  benevolent  design,  or  that  they  will  not 
equal,  in  eveiy  respect,  the  hitherto  unexampled  exertions  of  their  brethren 
on  shore.  The  plan  has  been  already  adopted,  not  only  on  board  King*s 
ships,  but  merchant  vessels;  and  the  effects  on  the  morals  and  behaviour  of 
the  men  have  been  such  as  to  encourage  every  true  friend  to  his  country, 
and  to  mankind,  to  assist  in  the  general  establishment  of  similar  Asso- 
ciations. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  it  is  proposed  that  the  Captain  or  Master  of 
ai^  ship  should,  by  his  example  and  recommendation,  encourage  his  crew 
to  subscribe,  either  monthly  or  weekly,  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  a-week,  or 
upwards,  from  each  person  j  and  the  Captain  or  Master  may  be  authorised 
by  the  subscribers  to  stop  it  out  of  their  wages,  if  more  agreeable  to  them; — 
the  whole  anumnt  received  to  be  expended,  fi^om  time  to  time,  in  the  pur- 
chase, at  prime  cost,  of  such  descriptions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  pub- 
lished by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  the  subscribers  shall 
require  and  direct :  and,  as  Bible  Societies  are  formed  at  all  the  principal 
ports  in  Great  Britain  an4  Ireland,  application  may  be  easily  made  to  any 
one  of  their  Secretaries  for  the  requisite  supply  of  the  holy  scriptures,  at 
prime  cost ;  specifying,  that  the  application  comes  from  a  Marine  Bible 
Association ;  and  stating  the  name  of  the  ship  and  her  commander.  Any 
number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  may  thus  be  obtained,  not  only  for  the 
supply  of  the  crew,  but  in  different  langusges,  for  sale  in  foreign  lands. 

To  fiidlitate  the  establishment  of  these  Associations,  a  few  hints  for  their 
regulation  are  subjoined,  together  with  an  Address  toMariners,  the  prices 
and  Specimens  of  different  e^tions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  proper  Forms 
for  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  Association. 

No.  XIL 
ADDRESS  ON  BIBLE  ASSOCIATIONS. 


WniTTXir  BY  THE  »KV.  W.  DZAKTBT.) 

TO  a  good  man,  there  is  nothing  move  ddightful  than  to  do  good ;  and 
those  who  possess  Uie  opportunity,  and  neglect  to  improve  it,  omit  a  positive 

Cft 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(pB)^  AwEinm^  No.  XH# 


dut^.  As  we  have  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  meit.  It  is'tlmtf' 
that  ve  best  imkate  the  God  and  Father  of  U9  aU.  The  goodnew  oT 
Ck>D  we  perceive  m  all  his  wajrs  :  he  consideif^  all  the  sobs  of  men  as  tfae^ 
children  of  his  care :  we  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.;  R  has 
pleased  him,  hr  wise  ends,  to  place  us  in  diflferent  idtuations^;  but  he  has 
withheld  f¥om  none  of  us  the  means  of  adding  to  the  comfort  of  oihen.  X£ 
there  be  an  honest  and  pure  heart,  it  will  excite  us  to  generous  actions^ 
How  many  poor  persons  have  cast  in  their  mite  at  a  charity  aennoD,'  fittr 
the  instruction  of  youth  or  for  the  benefit  of  age  ?  And  did  they  become 
poorer  for  the  gift ;  or  could  they  ever  repent  of  it  ? 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  able  to  feed  the  hungry :  but  how  mudr 
greater  is  the  privilege,  if  we  can  direct  those  who  are  hungering  after 
ri^teousness  to  Him  who  hath  declared  himself  to  be  tlie  Bread  of  life  ! 
Millions  of  human  beings  are  ignorant  of  God,  and  have  no  knowledge  o£ 
his  revealed  will.  Would  it  not  be  a  blessed  thing  to  tell  them,  that  they 
are  the  creatures  of  a  Divine  Hand,  and  must  live  in  happiness  or  misery  far 
ever  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  noble  act  to  endeavour  to  raise  them  from  a  death 
of  sin  to  a  life  of  righteousness;  to  seek  out  those  who  are  as  sheep  goings 
astray,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  Shepherd  and  BiBhop  of  their  souU  f 
'  Shall  we  ask,  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  The  answer  is.  That 
this  privilege  may  belong  to  the  poor.  It  was  tlu'ough  the  poverty*  of  Jbsus 
Christ  that  many  of  us  have  been  made  rich — ^rich  in  the  possessian  of  his 
Gospel,  in  the  eivjoyraent  of  his  favour,  and  in  the  hope  of  immortality  : 
and,  by  such  acts  of  charity  as  6ur  poverty  can  bestow,  many  may  obtain 
those  treasures,  which  no  moth  x^n  corrupt,  and  no  thief  can  steal.  Be 
merciful  after  your  power.  If  you  that  have  little,  do  your  diligence  gladly 
to  give  of  that  little  (although  the  sum  should  be  only  a  penny  a- week),  you 
may  not  only  supply  your  poorer  neighbours  with  a  Bible,  but  may  cany- 
it  even  into  distant  countries ;  into  countries  devoted  to  idolatry  and  im- 
mersed in  darkness ;  where  innocent  children  are  delivered,  even  by  their 
parents,  to  crocodiles  and  beasts  of  prey ;  where  women,  upon  the  death  of 
their  husbands,  are  burned  alive ;  and  the  wt-etchcd  enthusiast  throws  him- 
self under  the  wheels  of  the  machine  which  Carries  his  god,  that  he  inay  be 
crushed  to  pieces  in  honour  of  the  idol !  Yet  even  upon  these  victims  oF 
superstition  may  the  light  of  Truth,  through  your  charity,  arise  and  shine : 
the  wHdemess  and  the  solitary  place  may  be  glad  for  pou :  you  may  cause 
the  name  of  a  Saviour  to  be  heard,  where  noW  it  is  utterly  unknown. 
Thus  shall  new  songs  of  Sion  ascend  from  those,  who  at  this  day  have  no 
heart  to  sing,  and  no  feelings  of  devotion  to  be  kindled  into  joy.  And  it  will 
dot  be  forgotten  by  them,  that  to  .ynu,  as  the  instruments  of  heavenly  mercy, 
is  their  gratitude  owing. .  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  Father  of  mercies, 
that  you  did  good  with  a  willing  mind.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  Him, 
who  commended  the  contribution  of  the  poor  widow,  that  pou  also  of  your 
want  have  thrown  into  the  offerings  of  God ; — and  he  will  bless  the  gift- 
Remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  how  He  said,  '^  It  is  moro 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  It  is  sweeter  in  the  recollection ;  it  is  more 
excellent  in  its  effects.  Even  a  cup  of  cold  water,  when  given  for  His  sake 
to  a  poor  disciple,  shall  not  lose  its  reward.  Those  who,  upoa  Christian 
principles,  do  good  to  others,  enjoy  in  the  present  life  a  pleasure  which  the 
mere  possesion  of  wealth  cannot  confer.  The  benefits  thus  imparted  shall 
be  returned  abundantly  into  their  own  bosoms,  even  in  this  world ;  and  will 
be  followed  by  an  exceeding  great  reward,  when  the  earth  and  its  glories 
shall  have  vamshed  *way. 
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Tas  Tnmslation,  Priniiiig,  or  Distribution  of  the  Scripturet,  has  been 
aided  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  the  Languages  enume- 
rated in  the  following  Lists,  which  will  be  found  to  contain  ovx  htwimubo 
Avo  thihtt-two  different  Languages  or  Dialects. 

This  aid  to  the  oirculation  of  the  Scriptuses  has  been  xendcfed,  either  by 
printing  them  at  home,  or  by  grants  in  furtherance  of  their  publicatioii  Ui 
foreign  parts. 

These  grants  have  been— 
1.  Of  a  general  nature,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  translating,  pirinll]^,  or 

purchasing  the  Scriptures  abroad. 
3.  To  India :  through  the  Corresponding  Committee  in  Bengal ;  to  the  Bap* 
tist  Missionaries  at  Serampore ;  or  to  its  Aiudliaiy  SodetUa  alt  Qid^ 
cutta  and  Colombow 
3.  In  aid  of  Bible  Societies  in  different  parta  of  Europe^ 
4;  In  aid  of  Bible  Societies  in  America. 

In  some  of  the  following  languages  and  dialects,  the  Scriptures,  or  parts  of^ 
them,  had  been  printed  before.    These  are  distinguished  as  Re-prbtti. 

In  others,  they  had  never  been  printed  before  the  institution  of  the  Sode^. 
These  are  denoted  as  N9t  printed  before. 

A  third  class  consists  of  new  translations  into  languages  into  which  the 
Scriptures,  or  parts  of  them,  have  been  formerly  translated ;  and  are  noticed 
as  Jie-iratuiatimu:  often,  indeed,  being  almost  wholly  new. 

The  but  class  is  that  of  those  which  are  translated  or  translating,  but  not 
yet  printed ;  and  are  marked  as  jVanslated  or  Tratuiaimg!  and  these  are  such 
as  had  not  been  printed  before,  in  every  instance  except  that  of  the  Modem 
Greek  Testament. 

These  distinctions  are  noted  in  the  following  Usts. 

AT  HOME. 

R^'-printe : 
I.Arabic    d- Dsnish.    3.  Dutch.    4.  English.    S.  Ethiopic(orEccle8ia>ticaI 
Language  of  Abyssinia).     6.  French.'     7-  GaeliCk     8.  German.     9.  Gredp' 
(Ancient).      10.  Greek  (Modem).      U.  Hebrew.      IS.  Irish.      13.  ItaliH&i 
14.  Mahiy.        15.  Manks.        16.  Portuguese.        17.  Spanish.        li^.  Syriac. 

19.  Welsh. 

IVoi  printed  be/ere: 
1.  Bulbm.    8.  Esquimaux.    3.  Susoo. 

Re'translatiant  .* 

l/Hindoostanee.  »    S.Mohawk. 

,  .  Tranelated  or  Tramlating  s 

Arawack  (Indian). 

BY  GRANTS  OF  A  GENERAL  NATURE. 

Re-prinis  : 
1.  Greelilandifeh.    8.  Greek  (Ancient).    8.  Hebrew.    4.  Htmgtoian.    fi«  loe- 
landic.     6.  Italian.      7.  Latin.      8.  Slavonian.      9.  Wendish,  or  Tandalian. 

Not  printed  be/ore  .* 
1.  Cahnuc    3.  Maltese.    3.  Otaheitean.    4.  Tartar.Tui^ish.     5.  Tartar,  in 

Hebrew  Characters. 
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HeUranslatunu : 
1.  Chinese.    2.  German.    3.  Greek  (Modem).    4.  Turkish. 
^  TVnnslaied  or  Translating  : 

1 .  Albanian. 
S.  EthiopicAmharic  (one  of  the  vernacular  dialects  of  Abjrssinia). 

3.  EthiopicTigr^  (the  other  vernacular  dialect  of  Abyssinia). 

4.  Greek  (Modem). 

BY  GRANTS  TO  INDIA. 
Re-prini$  .• 
1.  Armenian.        %  Ben^ee.        3.  Malay.'       4.  Tamul. 
Not  printed  bgf&re : 
I.  Afghan,  or  Pushtoo.    S.  Assamese.    8.  Bikaneer.    4.  Briij.     5.Bunnan« 
6.  Canarese.    7*  Giguimtee.     8.  Hindee.         9.  Jo^pore.      10.  Jujnugar. 
11.  Kashmeer.  19.  Khassee.      13.  Konkuna.     14.  Kutch.       15.  Mahratta. 
16.  Malayalim.  17>  Mamvar.    18.  Mithilee.      19*  NepaL        30.  Oodojpore. 
81.  Oojjuryinee.    28.  Orissa.     S3.  Sanscrit.       84.  Seik,  or  Punjabee. 
85.  Telinga,  or  Teloogoo.       86.  Watch,  Wucha,  or  Multanee. 
Re^tranMlatkma : 
1.  Arabic.    3.  Chinese.    S.Cingalese.   -4.Hindoostanee.    5. Persian. 
Tramlated  or  TVtnulating : 
1.  Bhojpooree.    8.  Bhugdkhundee.    3.  Birat.      4.  Budrinathee.    5.  B\i|^ 
6.  Bulochee.      7.  Bundelkbundee.      8.  Huriyana.  ,  5).  Jagatai,  or  Original 
Turcoman*    10.  Javanese.    ll.Jumboo.    18.  Kanynkoobja.     13.Koomaoon. 
14.kon8ulee.    15.  Kucharee.    16.  Macassar.    17.  Maldivian.    id.  Mughuda. 
19*  Muuipoor.        8o.  Munipoor-Koonkee.         81.  Palpa.         88.  Bakheng. 
83.  Siamese.  84.  Sindhee.  85.  Southern  Sindhoo,  or  Hydrabadee . 

96.  Tripoora-Koonkee. 

BY  GRANTS  IN  EUROPE. 
To  the  Russian  Bible  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries.  . 

Re-printM  : 

I.  Armenian.       8.  I>orpatian-E8thoman.  3.  Finnish.  4.  French. 
S.  Georgian.        6.  Greek  (Andent).                  7*  Greek  (Modem). 

8.  German.  9<  Lettontan,  or  Livonian.     1 U.  Moldavian,  or  Wallachian, 

II.  Polish*  18.  Revaliau-Esthonian.  13.  Slavonian. 

Not  printed  Ufare . 

I.  Buriat-Mongolian.         8.  Calmuc  3.  Karelian.  4.  Morduinian. 
5.  Nogai-Tartar.                 6.  Olenetz-Earelian.               7.  Orenbuig.Tartur. 

8.  Russ  (Modem).  9.  Samogitian.  10.  Tartar-Turkish. 

II.  Tsdieremissian.       18.  Tschuwaahian.       13.  Servian.       14.  Zirianian. 

Re'4ran$hitiim: 

Persian. 

TVamlated  mr  Translating : 

1 .  Mordwaschian.        8.  Ostiakian.       3.  Sam<jedian.      4.  Siberian.Tartar. 

5.  Tschpozirian.        6.  Tungusian.        7*  Wogulian. 

To  other  Bible  Societies. 

Re-prints: 

1.  Bohemian.      8.  Banish.      3.  Butch.      4.  Finnish.      5.  French  (to  two 

Societies).        6.  German  (to  eif^t  Societies).       7.  Itslian.       8.  Laponese. 

9.  Lithuanian.  10.  Malay  (in  Arabic  characters).  1 1.  Polish  (to  two 
Societies.)        18.  Romanese  (Ladinsche).         13.  Romanese  (Churwelache). 

'  1 4.  Swedish.        1 5.  Wendish,  or  Vandalian  (to  two  Societies). 

Ro^anslatisns: 

1.  Creolese.        8.  German. 

Translated  or  Translating: 

Faroese. 
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GRANTS  TO  AMERICA. 

Re-prinU : 

1 .  Engtiah.    8.  French.    3«  Spanish. 

Not  printed  before: 
Delaware  (Indian). 

lU'iranetatieH: 
Mohawk  (Indian). 


RECAPITULATION. 

Re-prints 41 

Re-translations 7 

Number  of  Ijanguages  and  Bialects,  ^ 
in  which  the  Skriptures  have  never  f   g . 
been  printed  before  the  Institution  i 
of  the  Society J[ 

Total  of  Languages  and  Dialects  •  .    1.^9 
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